
./Profesaor I'laude^J^

/"The Purchaae of RabiJ' (CU^^i FuUuuj)
I have considered the events which led up to the purchase for the Banabana

of the island of Rabi. These are referred to in paragraphs 26-31 of my Memorandun
and are treated fully Bundle 36. As regards the latter, I would refer particularly
to the items on pages 12, 14, 16, 21, 73, 76, 83, 87, 100, 102, 126, 128. I39, 150.
151, 158, 160, 162, 164, 166, 167, 168, 169, 171, 179, 183, 186, 189 and I9I,

These events took place between 1940 and 1942 when I was acting aa a

Assistant Secretary to the Secretary ( Mr Vaskeas ) of the Western Pacific
High Commission at Suva. I had previously been concerned in the purchase of islands
(r\r\^ -FriT. n v \ x- u'T lioa. O-vjA- IM tul i_/*.KvrAUot for the Banabans), for example,-Vaitupu for-^the Ellice Islandftrs.

To supplement the account of matters in Bundle 36, I would make the following
comments:

(1) The original interest of the Banabans was in the purchase of Wakaya
in the Fiji group. Iwas^yndirectly concerned in the;;^fcquirie3 as to
wl^ther it was for sale and its suitability but did not go out thei«

ft to inspect it myself.

(^4-i
(2) of'̂ k¥er™ry

that

Wakaya was unsuitable for the purpose intended. For example, it could
support a maximum of 600 people and in poor conditions and its copra
tonnage was only of the order of 72 per year (l would expect 1,000 tons
from Rabi).

(3) It „aa then auggested (36/IOO) that Fanning or Waahington lalanda ahould
be considered (a auggestion which reaulted from a visit which I had Mde
to these lalanda in 1938 to consider generally their poasibHitjes for
colonisation (again, not in connection with tlxe Banabans). I had also
considered Ohrist.v.s Island (not the phosphate island in the Indian Ooea
but had rejected this as being too dry.



(4) It seemed that, in spite of the unfavourable survey report, the Eanabana
still wished that Wakaya should be bought. However, the possibility was
broached (36/128) that Habi should be purchased from Levers. I believe
that this originated with me. It is true that I obtained no report on
Rabi Similar to Mr Parham's report on Wakaya but this waa unnecessary
as the value of Rabi was notorious - it was considered the gem of Piji".
It is also true that I had not at that time visited Rabi but my wife was
familiar with and had spoken highly of it (a fact recorded in Bundle 37
page 23.)

ti

uK,

(5) 'a-the time of the first approach to Levers (let Octo"rer*^4,'r/::r;r
mind the idea of Rabi as a'home for the Banabans. However, the doc^ent
show that the Banabans were still interested in Wakaya and I note that i
37/162 (February 1942) they considered that the "site and plenitude of
Rabi" were "beyond their grasp". I had taken no steps to acquaint them
with the advantages of Rabi and it may be that Rabi had been described
to them by Mr Carvey, the Acting Resident Commissioner, who was familiar
with Fiji. I recall having drafted the telegram of 4th March I942 (36/,f
from the High Commissioner to Mr Oarvey, stressing the advisability of tl
purchase of both islands, on the basis that either could be disposed of
profitably. I recall that, at that time. Levers were under the not
unreasonable impression that Fiji would shortly be occupied by the
Japanese and Levers were therefore ready to take quickly the sum of
1:25,000 for the island. I would stress particuUrly the last paragraph
of that telegram eipressing anriety to prevent the depreciation of the
Banaban Provident tW. At tl^t point, it was not clear that the Banabani
were keen en acquiring Rabi and the High Commissioner, Sir Harry Luke,
was hesitant about taking any action on the purchase which might be
disapproved by the Banabans. However, I felt strongly ttat the acquisitic
of Rabi at a relatively low price was a bargain the benefit of which the
Banabans ought not to lose. I therefore suggested to Sir Harry that I
Should be authorised to purchase it as an investment for the Banabans,X

me to send the telegram in the terms in which it appears.

1'tcVilxLc-vIc U

^ / I 0 (1



(^) It appears (36/I66) that the great majority of the Banabana (inolading

Rotan himself) wished that both islands should be bought (other than a

"committee of old men" who wished to keep the Banaban Provident Fund inta

lTlV\ ^ r-V ^ am mam. ^ ^ ^ -I——^(7) The documents indicate that the price asked for Wakaya was considered to

be unjustified but that Rabi itself was purchased; from 3S/l91, it appear;

that the formal transfer from Levers took place on 17th April 1942.

Tragically, no use could be made of Rabi by the Banabana until the Pacific

War had concluded in mid-1945. I have considered in what circumstances it

came about that Rabi then became the home of the Banabana. I well recall

that, when the war ended, it was impracticable for them to return to

Ocean Island, in view of the destruction of the villages, the lack of food

and the virtual impossibility of importing sufficient food in view of the

lack of shipping. The events which led to the settlement of Rabi seem

well documented in Bundle 37, passim in the earlier pages. I would draw

attention particularly to the detailed consideration given to the question

and the practical arrangements by Major Kennedy, (particularly pag^47

onwards) which should go far to negate any suggestion that there had been

no proper forethought for the Banabans' arrival on Rabi.

It is my recollection that I had discussions with Major Kennedy on this

topic at various times during the late summer and autumn of 1945 but I

have no detailed memory of such discussions. It was a time when I had

very many commitments in helping to clear up the aftermath of the war in

that part of the Pacific and wiien I was about to take charge, as Acting

Resident Commissioner of the G&E Colony. Specifically, I recall having

discussed the possible settlement on Rabi of the Banabana with

Sir Lala Sukuna at that time a distinguished leader of the Fijian people,

who indicated that their arrival would be welcome in Fiji,
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