RESEARCH COUNCIL

. ACTIVITIES
Not to be Limited

MINISTER EXPLAINS

Canberra, May 20.
Replying to eriticisms thaty the
Government had unwisely cur-
tailed the funds of the Council for
Elelaréﬂﬂr and Industrinl Research
economy campalgn, the As-
sistant Minister for plnﬁ::stry (Mr.
Holloway), who is in charge of the
Council, said tonight that the Goy-
i:rnlltimtht Iﬁu‘ﬂ been most careful not
o lim e  activiu
Council in any 11;:33'. S

Mr. Holloway added that such econg-
mies as were being effected would be
Jound to concern mainly contributions
o overseas scientific institutions. The
Value of subscriptions to such organ-

Isations. was fully realised and w
not be questioned in normal tig*:felsﬂ
but it was considered preferable that
the economies should affect this sort
of spending rather than the important
actlvities of the Council in Australia,
The whole question would be final-
ised, he said, at a conference he would
have in Melbourne on Monday with the

Director of the
RIVEIt), Council (Dr. A. C. D.
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SEARCH VOTE

Cut Not of Vital
Importance

 COUNCIL SUGGESTED IT

SYDNEY, Today.
It is understood that the cut in.the
research vote will not interfere with
vital work.

Sir Gearge Julius (chairman of the Com-
monwealth Council for Scientific and Ib-
dustrial Hesearch) preferred not to com-
ment today on the gquestion of a cut in
the research vote, because estimates deal-
ing with the council's activities are at pre-
sent the subject of discnssion between that
body and the Minister.

It is understood, however, that so far
no work of outstanding importance has
Leen interfered with. Although  Sip
George Julius declines to discuss the posis
tion, it is stated that the cut does m
represent £00,000, or anything like that
sum, and that it was at the suggestion
of the council, in consultation with the
Government, that certain research work
of relatively minor importance has been
deferred until the financial position 1m-
proves, 3 . -

The cut, it is explained. is merly the
difference between the estimate put for-
ward two years ago and the actual expen-
diture last year. It does not take cogni-
sance of the fact that the estimates are
always much higher than the year's ex-
penditure. | ety
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Primary Production”

“Blow 1
BB RESULTS ALREADY

“If it §s correct that the Federal
Government has decided to reduce the

expenditure of the Council for Scien-
tific and Industrinl Research by
£90,000 this year, it will be the greatest
blow ever dealt to the Yy indus-
tries of Australin,” said Mr. G. F.
Jenkins, vice-president of the Stock-
inwnm'_'- Association, yesterday.

~ The fund for the mainienance of the
Council was created In 1926 by an ap-
propriation of £250,000 from revenue,
and in 1928 a llke amount was appro-
priated, which, together with sundry
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spent to June 30, 1830, "i?:uvin a .h:ﬂ
ance of £208,992. Allowing that the
ira.te of expenditure for 1930-31 was
on the b of the previous year, the
amount available from the original
grant of £500,000 for 1931-32 should be
& little more than £100,000, As re-
gll.lil'ﬂd by law, the esiimated expen-
diture from the Trust Fund is in-
cluded In some detail in the annual
Appropriation Act passed by Parlia-
mens, and it will seen, therefore,
Jtl'm.i:. if Parliament approves of the
proposal of the Government, and allows
the reduction of £90,000, in the ex-
penditure for the coming year, the
amount at the disposal of the Coun-
cil, ap%mﬂl:.a:gﬂ m%mntsuﬂu{n other
. n e,
. Mr, Jenkins sald: ki

ro-
ductlon decrea%ed.
the finance neces-
sary o maintain
the Council for
fesearch Is the
last that should
be ' cut. If the
xpenditure of
the Council is to
ut by £90,000
ext year it will NMr. G.F. Jenkins
false economy.
will mean the elimination of sclen-

research in Ausiralia, which al-
e%hu done splendid work in the
radication of pests and conirol of
tock diseases. Further ents
ow being made show _that here are
at possibilities in research on ani-
al nutrition, increased production of
_m% and fecundily in sheep.
“It must be remembered, io0o, that
e resullts of research work cannoi
achieved in a day, a month, or a
ear, Plans have f0 be mapped out
d lald down years ahead, and the
interruption of work, which must
follow any cut in the grant, will prac-
It mean its abandonment, and the
benefits that have been attalned will
be lost.” L 3

~ Losses to Pastoral Industry

ad wholly upon sci re=

ch In primary industries, and one

bjective of its sclentific workers was

to seek to control those diseases  in
vestock and crops which serlously
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~ Problems Attacked
“A review of some of the problems
attacked by the Council, and the ye-
suits achieveds show how serious ls
the step the Federal Government pro-
' continued Mr. Jenkins, “Pro-
ably no single problem is regarded by
Australian primary producers as of
such importance, and no single source
of loss so greal, as that caused by the
blowfly aftack in sheep, Research in
means of confrol is exceedm?y dim-
cult, and involves slow and laborivus
investigation.  The habits of various
species of ﬂ:{nwhlch attack sheep have
been determined, and a close study of
the blowfly has been made in other
countries. While progress in this fieid
is necessarily slow, the results will be
far-reaching from an economic polat
“Again, 60 million acres of cattle
raising, and even more valuable coun-
try, in Queensland, is more or less
ruined by ﬁrhkl.? pear growth—
though, happily, its conquest is in
sight. The loss of that land in the
past has hindered settlement and pro-
duction, and correspondingly reduced
Australia’s power to purchase from
abroad. The extraordinary and spec-
tacular results of the destruction of
Ericklsr pear by insect enemies is well
nown. The most striking achieve-
mment by the Councll, in co-operation
with the Commonwealth Prickly Pear
Board, has been the discovery and
spread of Cactoblastis castorum. an Ny
sect Introduced in 1925 from the Ar-
gentine, Biological control has era-
dicated dense prickly ar, which it
was Iimpossible to reclailm by other
means, and large areas of land have
been reclaimed {rom the pest and
brought to a state of productivity. The
monetary value of this work runs into
millions of pounds.

Control of Black Disease

“One of the outstanding achievements
of the Council is the discovery of ‘he
practical application of an effective
vaccine agalnst black disease in sheep,
which is responsible for an annual loss
of £1,000.000 In New South..- Wales
alone. The division has also assisted
largely in the successful Australian
Ek for the control of liver fluke, a

ase which pre caused ex-
tremely heavy losses ~ |
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the export trade. m work by
the Council has shown thai the ﬂE
‘velopment of the disease is associated
‘With the picking of the fruit In an
immature condition. The annual
losses amounting fo about £100,000
{rom bitter pit in apples may be re-
duced to negligible proportions as a
result of this work,

“The annual ° losses incurred by
wheatgrowers through the ravages of
such diseases as flagsmut and take-all
in wheat amounts to millions a vear.
Scientific research on these diseases,
with the object of controlling their

read, {s essential for the permanent

rosperity of the wheat indusux;e
. "“Apart from disease, there is im-
ortant fleld for sclentific research in
introduction "of ‘new pastures and
Eudder plants, improving fieid practice

n the cultivation of grain, the im-
proved nutrition of the wool sheep, and
the basing  of future settlement
schemes on a fuller knowledge of the
‘properties of the soll.

~ Soil Fertillty :

| “The irrigated arcas of Australia
furnish the greater part of the dried,
citrus, and stone fruits 'of the Com-
monwealth, and a considerable amount
of dalry products. The Division of
Soils Research is carrying on investi-
gations of soil fertility problems, and
he classification of soll types in the
frrigation areas.

| “The losses incurred in irrigation
setilements, due to a lack of soll sur-
veys In the past, amount to large sums,
and the results of the work so far
completed indicate, not only that most
of these losses could have been avoided,
but also that future developments in
irrigation settlement can be under-
taken with a full knowledge of the
Enniliitiuns essential for successful pro-
uction,

Research in Forrest Products

“In the field of forest products re-
search,”’said Mr, Jenkins, “the sclen-
tiflc work on paper pulp has been of
outstanding significance, The most
important result has been the workin
out of methods for the production o
paper pulp from Ausftralian hardwoods,
and the production of wrapping papers
from Pinus radiata, large areas of
which have been planted. The opera-
tions of paper companies Interested in
the Tasmanlan forest areas are based
entirely on this original scientific work,
and the 'way is now prepared for the
'm!shment of the paper pulp in-
__"The researches conducted by the
‘Division of Forests Pr%;.lm gnﬂthe
8¢ _ and preservation of Aus-
mw.unn timbers, and the;p:‘:fnuutmnl

mnin . ext irom cer __Species
of hardwoods, n%"ﬁ'&.ﬂ economic
‘significance, and will lead to the con-
servation and full utilisation of the
timber resources of the Common-
wealth,
. “Australla’s annual bill for timber
Teplacement, the cost of which in Gov-
ermment  construction and  railway
ﬂe%rs flone amounts to well over
£1,000,000, and may be expected to be
substantially diminished with success-
ful research by the Forest Products

“There Is little chance In the solu-
tion of these national problems."” con-
cluded Mr, Jenkins, “unless the foun-
dation is built on modern scientific
work of n.-,hlgh order, such work bein
essentinl to help in the récovery an
further development of the country.
Economlie survival is dependent ipon
the effective utillsation of sclentific
Ernea_ t%feglnit' to the h{gﬂ tt’:l:e rtI:-

urces of the ary ustries. In
view of the im e of the prim:ug

lustries to national welfare it
essential that our resources should be
conserved and developed to the highest
. attainable by the application of
scientific enquiry and research.”
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