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Plea For Migration
STUDY OF MANKIND

LONDON, September 25.

Papers on oversea settlement,
unemployment, better organisation
in agriculture,sand racial progress
were read,at today’s meetings of
the British Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science.

“The present setbacks to migration
do not lessen the desirabilily of inten-
sive propaganda,” declares the report
of the commitiee of '‘the British Asso-
ciation on educational training for over-
seas, of which Sir John Russell, direc-
or of the Rothamsted experimental
station, is chairman.

“The enormous resources of the Do-
minions will enable them to recover
more quickly than Europe, and they
will probably reach prosperity by the
time the majority of our pupils are old
enough to migrate. We were impressed
by the ignorance in schools concern-
ing the wealth of opportunity overseas
offered to Briiish boys in the past
decade. Schools throughout Britain
appear to be sadly lacking in initia-
tive, which is egualled only bv the in-
difference and hostility of parents, who
prefer that their children shall accept
blind-alley jobs at home rather than
adventure in the unknown. Schools
ignore the practical boy likely to suc-
ceed overseas, and do not frain him
in skill of hand and eye for outdoor
pursuits, It is argued that boys lack
the ploneer spiril of their ancesiors.
It is truer to say that the adventurous
boy is too often discouraged by those
ignorant of the Dominions.”

The committee stiresses the import-
ance of the personal touch by tihose
knowing and having faith in the Do-
minions, and considers that teachers
should be given greaier encouragement
to travel overseas.

Other recommendations inciufle the
appointment of a “careers’ mascer ac-
quainted with the labor market in Eng-
land and abroad; the establishment of
a co-ordinating agency to link up the
work of the different migration sO-
cietles; that scholarships won In
Britain should be tenable overseas, il
the holder desires it, and that no time
should be lost in developing a compre-
hensive campaign of enlightenment.
The committee urges the British Asso-
iciation to approach the Dominions

Office.
Changed Outlook of Population

.~ “Contrary to common belief, de-
'elining population will not cure unem-
ployment,” declared Mr. Edwin Can-
nan, the famous economist, formery
connected with the London School of
Economics, in & leciure to the British
Association on the changed outlook to
population. “On the contrary,” he
said, “when population increases, the
absolute diminutions of the demand for
commodities are fewer. A stationary
population provides us with a greater,
not a less, reason, for promoting the
mobility of labor in place and occu-
ation. If i* continues stationary,
ess labor will be employed in agricul.
ture, and the heavy indusiries, where
the demand is limited, and more in toe
ngh:erhindustries, where the demand is
insatiable. |
“Even politiclans are losing their en-
thusiasm for land settlement, and real-
{se that fewer workers are nceded, to
raise food for all. Agricultural sub-
sidies are not intended to increase pro-
ductivity, but, supposedly, to increase
employment.’ ‘




Agricultural Production

“The Empire’s greatest need is betl-

ter organisation in agricultural produc-
tion,” declared Sir John Russell, direc-
wor of the Roenampsied Experimental
Station, addressing the British Asso-
ciation, on the changing ouiloox in
agriculture.
. “British, foreign, and Dominion far-
mers are ruthlessly competing in the
British market, and obtaining wholly
inadequate prices. The consumers do
ot gain what they Jlese, -~ The Minis-
(try of Agriculture and the Empire Mar-
|ket.1ng Board had worked oui Britain’s
food requirements. We must organise
|production to meet them on a contract
basis in order to eliminate ferrible
waste of compeétition and enable agri-
culture to offer a reasonable livelihood
to Empire farmers and workers.”

Need For World Planning

The geographer saw the world as
two main areas, east and west, mea-
suring together less than 10 per cent.
of the world's surface, but containing
more than 80 per cent. of the world's
population, declared Sir Halford Mac-
kinder, in his address on the human
habitat. Both east and wes; the
growth seeméd to be Intensive rather
than exiensive, he said, and though
some funclions might be delegated to
lesser cities, it did not look as though
the few great world's centres, London,
Paris Berlin, New York, and Chicago,
would ténd to diminish. Minor, less
developed, peoples might, in some cases,
be absorbed, bui the momentum of Lhe
greater nationalities was at present in-
creasing.

If civilisation was not to go down
in a blind, internecine conflict, there
must be a development of -wg:;l;gugtlan*-
shbel g £ o al planning, a8
regional pl: g had come ou} of town
planning. The statesman of the futwe
would have to know something about
geographical national regions if he was
1o build for stability. e

Racial Anatomy

“Progress in the fleld of compara-
lve racial anatomy is disproportionate
the time and energy expended,”’ de-
lared Professor Radcliffe Brown, in
address on the present itign of
nthropological studies. “The on
or that is that we are preoccupied in |




velopment of really scientific sociology,
except on this basis of anthropology,
has been largely neglected.

“The material for the scientifie
study of mankind is rapidly disappear-
ing. Two things are urgently needed.
The first is some provision for the
scientific study of the Empire’s native
peoples, which has been overlong
neglected owing to lack of funds, There
seems to be little difficulty in raising
blg sums annually for archaeological ine
vestigations, for which there is no such
mﬁncy as the immediate study of
living cultures, which are being de-
st.rogead by the encroachment of the
white man. The second urgent need
is further provision for the application
of anthropological knowledge to the

roblem of Government education of
he native peoples.”



