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LONDON, September 26.
Man’s evolution, the future of
world population, and birth con-
trol were subjects dealt with by

the greatest British scientific minds
in papers read to the congress of
The British Association for the
Advancement of Science today.

Estimating the antiquity of the
human stem at 20 million years and
alloting 18 million years for the evo-
lution of the human foot, Sir Archur
Keith, the famous anthropologisy,
emphasised that since man shared Lis
arboreal ancesiry with apes, it was on
trees he acquired the initial stages of
his posture and carriage. The irez-
climbing ape, he said, diverged Irom
simianity towards humanity by speciali-
sation of the spine, legs, and feet.

Great-bodied pretroglodytes, which
originated early in the Miocene era,
diverged into anthropoid and human
types. Human posture was evolved be-
fore the Pliocene period terminated,
breaking after that into divergent
branches, not necessarily among the
ancestors of any living race. Modern
races of mankind originated from some
undiscovered neo-Pleistocene ancestor,
whose brain greatly increased in size
and complexity of power in a shorf
seriod. The stages of the advance
owards human form were typified by
the Gibbons and other anthropoids,

Decline in Birthrate

Outlining the history of population,
Professor A. M. Carr-Saunders, the
Charles Booth Professor of Social
Science at the Liverpcol TUniversity,
cited the qiuadrupling of the worla’'s
_E;}pulatmn in the past 300 years. Owing

the decline in the hirth rate, which
restricled races of pure European
descent, they would cease to increase
within three generations. China’s popu-
lation had been stationary for the pash

0 to 80 years, and India, Japan,

ava would approach this position.

‘tions. Constant applicants for Stale
relief Fhﬂiﬂﬂ. not be allowed to become
parents if preventlon was avallable,
Higher wages and a high economil
status tended to reduce birth rate,
‘The enormous differences in individu
;incom&g shguldmga htliefeased. Ra

Jlow and reduc T w would
an advantage to ch ;gea



. Looking Two Million Years Ahead

. Professor Lancelot Hogben, Professo:
of Social Biology in the University of
London, sald he considered contracep-
tion had significantly influenced tné
.character of the poi:ulatinn, and the
lgrﬂwth of industrial communities in
'the past 75 years. Facts did not sup-
‘port  the notion that  sexual
Anstinet  providentially assured per-
‘petuation of the = human sSpe-
| Eles. 1t was difficult, if the con-
traceptive hypothesis was correct, to
foretell what changes in family eco-
nomics and social organisation were
needed to create new incentives to par-
enthood, and to prevent gradual racial
extinction, Nevertheless, the time
could be visualised, two million years
‘hence, when all human beings would be
reproduced in multiple births. Women
‘would bear twins and triplets, and
would not waste more time on produc-
ing large families than a man who
played golf because he needed exercise
besides conversation and shaving.

The Adaptable Chinese

Professor F. A. E. Crew, oi the Edin-
burgh University, drew attention to
the peaceiul migration by which the
Chinese were coaquering vast regio.ns
of the Pacific. The Chinese were mosi
acdaptable people, and bred and de-
veloped normally anywhere. Tao
Chinese, the Japanese, and the Indiaus
were exhibiting the migratory urge that
other peoples displayed years ago. Then
there was ample room; now there were
political barriers to migration every-
where. British people did not migrate
because they were socially comfortaple,

“Since we cannot impose birth con-
trol on our surging competitors,” he
sald, “we may be pushed out from Im-
perial territories by races capable of
colonising them, Though among our
people thére are suflicient types to suit
every environment, migrants, after a
physiological examination, might be ad-
vised to seek a particular habitat in-
stead of going to that part of the Em-
pire whose advertisements offer the
most rapid financial The psy-
chologist can tell us what profession to
follow; the biologist can tell us where
to follow it.,”

Too Many People

Professor E. W. MacBride said a man
whose increaseqd skill gained him higher
wages would be prudent enough {o limit
his family, bus$ it was delusive to try to
leach wage-earners prudence by paying
them too much.

“Even if the diminishing birth-rae
puts England at a standstill,” he sald,
“in 1960 we shall have far too many
peopie. Even since the war, the pres-
sure of population has increased tre-
mendously. Every legislative step per-
mils more incompetents to live here.
Fewer seek their fortunes abroad. The
means of subsistence is not increasing
faster than the population, ‘There is
a wheat surplus compared with pur-
chasers, buit not with consumers,
India’s population increased from 320
to 350 ons in the past 30 years.
A continuance of this increase would
result in untold wretchedness.”

“Sterilisation if Necessary”

. _“It is our duty to apprise the poorer
citizens of the methods of birth con-
trol available to the educated classes,
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