“Play Fast and Loose” | I
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L{)NDON Eveptemher 28.
The extent to which secientists

disagree was shown at today’s

meeting of the geographical see-
tion of the PBritish Association for the
i L i
| ur olmes, cgn
theory of drifting continents, said there
‘was no Escape frmn the deduction that
slow, overw werful currents
were genena henea. the surface at
Yvarious -times in - the earth’s long
mysterious history

Mr. A. R. I-Iinks a distinguished lec-
turer in astronumy caused surprise by
accusing scientists of not minding their
own business, He said there were geolo-
gists who did not scruple to play fast
and loose with every science but thelr
own. Geologists and meteorologists
had a habit of thinking they could
move the Poles abouf at their pleam:tre
They would have to be more precise,
and pay more respect to the best
opinion in asironomy.

“We shall not really advance until
we respect scientific law and morals,
the - simplest of which is that nobody
may adopbt 8 prineciple contrary fo the
best opinion in another man's su‘bject 41
he said,

Why Skulls Were Thick

Lonz queues formed to listen to the
scientists and “room full” nolices ap-
peared in many halls, . Professor El-
lott Smith, describing the Peking skull,
suggested the pOBSlbﬂltY of primitive
man having developed an enormously
thick skull when they began 10 use
sticks and stones as weapons. He said
the matter was one which the specu-
lative could seriously discuss, but there
must be some deﬂnite explanation of
the thickness.

Professor Ruggles Gates (University
of London), by urging the necessity for
eugenics, reiterated the dangers uf in-
creasing the number of the feeble~
minded by breeding from bad stocks.
Discussing whether modern civilisation
was racing towards destruction, he said
that Britain's post-war enfranchisement
of paupers, would prove a milestone on
the downward path of decadence un-
less it was reversed.

Mr, Wicksteed Armstrong asked how
long we would continue to pin our faith
to alms, doles, and compulsory insur-_
ance, and 1o the p&tchini
blnhched humanity in hospita menbal

ums &nd prisons, in order to breed
more incapables. Hﬁ descrﬁ:ed the
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