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Century of Sczen

THE meeting in London this week of the British

Association for the Advancement of Science
marked its centenary. The first meeting, held in
York in 1831, was the outcome of a prevailing

impression that England had fallen behind other
countries, both as to the general estimation in
which scientific men were held and the prose-
cution of science itself.

What epoch-making discoveries have been re-
corded since that first meeting? Scientific thought
has been completely revolutionised. First came
the Darwinian theory, then discoveries in astro-
nomy, and later discoveries about the nature of
the atom.

Many times in the course of the centuries
science has given man a new world. It was a new
world that Galileo discovered when *he earth
ceded to the sun the place of honor as the centre

of our system. It was a new world that Newton re-

vealed when he formulated the most universal
of Nature's laws. It was a new world that Dar-
win disclosed when he discovered man to be the
blood relation of the lower animals: agzain a new
world was revealed by Sir J. J. Thomson and
Sir Ernest Rutherford when it was found that
the solid material world, when reduced to the
lowest factor, was an immaterial world »of radiat-
ing electrons, and it is a new world that Einstein
n?rh his anrth Dimension has given glimpses
0

It was in 1859 that Darwin startled the scientific
world and frightened the religious world with
the publication of his work “The Origin of
Species.” which he followed a few years later
with “The Descent of Man.”  This was the
first big revolutionary event since the formation
of the association. Man up till that time had
heen regarded as a epecial creation. The storm
which the theory of Darwin raised is now only
a matter of historical interest, but it raged for
many years.

The general doctrine of evolution influenced.
as time wenl on, many branches of science; it
was an inspiration to investigators not only in
iological science, but in the realm of Narture.

In other branches of science remarkable pro-
ress has been made. Mathematicians have done

any wonderful things. When the British Asso-
ciation was formed astronomy appeared to be

most a complete science. All that was needed,
so it was thought, was the collection of a few
additional observations,  There was nothing
much more to discover. But the spectroscope has
been brought to the aid of the astronomer’s mle--
scopo and novel, and unexpecte v
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