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“MERRIE ENGLAND”"
First Performance To-night
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“MERRIE ENGLAND”
FOR TWO MORE NIGHTS

By ALEX BURNARD

Sir Edward German's rolilcking opera
continues in full swing at-the Prince ¢l
Wales Theatre. Weanesday night saw
the principal parts re-allotted, and the
players were keyed up, as with the in-
centive of & "Airst nignt.” In sympathy
with the jolly spirit of the work, onc
feels in the m to distribute largesse
of prawse with one sweep of the arm. Cer-
fain members of the cast necessarlly,
however, carry more of the burden of

the play—U burden it bé—and call for

individual mention.

! ; - hinges mainly on the love aflalrs
The Queen Bllsahety of Phylls Eve. B i on "ind Mias Beaslg. Throckmor

faithfully

delineated—her dignity, her passion for H
her woman’'s weakness, I-iuﬁﬂt]““f: {WO persons w
me very SiOCK;

rétt quite stood out,
that august monarcin wera

flattery,
Everett's singing scemed to
near perfection, and her
told on every occaslon,

Throckmorton. She has a volce of de-
lightial quality and wide range, and
uses it well. Stella Sobels, as “Jiil-all-
alone,” was a joy. Her volee is some-
what small, but pure. Again, our friend
the cat behay itself most clrcums=-
spectly, As the May Queen, Enid
Besanko proved herself as vivacious as
ever. Her full volce is an asset to any
chorus.

Leonard Nettleton, as Wilkins, was
again @ marvel of comedy,  Without
him it would seem that the part wouid
have to go by the board. Essex, again
personated by Mr, Victor Innes-Mor-
com, was almost all that could be desired.
Robert Bteen's excesslve nervousness
caused him to be at loggerheads with
the orchestra two or three times, but
he made a very plausible Ralelgh on the
whole. Arthur Stallard was again
Blmpkins, and pleased mighlily. Leslie
Coney and Harold Burrows were to the
manner born the foresters Tom and Ben,
though the former showed signs of ner-
vousness once or fwice. Trudie Mudie
made an admirable Queen's jester, In-
deed, the whole was excellent.  Con=
tulations are due to Mr. Winsloe Hall,

. Denton, the principals, ballet,
chorus, orchéstra, and all concerned.

Prince of WWales Theatre

“MERRIE ENGLAND"”

Comic Opera Concluding

“Merrie England” will be revived in all
ilg glamor at the Prineo of Walge Theatre
for the last time tonight. The Conserva.
torium Opera Clagy hos created o memor-
able impression with its delineation of the
Edwnnlp_ﬂﬂmmn comic opera,

In thﬁ lp;rihﬂ: roles  wi]]l be I'hé*“jl
Everett, dsobel Burton, Stella Bobels, Enjd
Besanko, Hobert Bteen, Les Coney
Harald Burrows, Vistor Morcom, Aythw
Stallard, and Len Neltleton,

lilauuuah will be on sale at the theatre
Plans fov the finale are at Allap’s,

The first performance of the com|
“M En d," will be giw.-:‘
Theatro o1,

are ex.
scor¢/Adelalde audlence wani nowadays in

with a full orchestra of 3
p of M=y

staged for six nhgjm only, and the m_ﬁ seems sufficlent answer,

1tcredit  cannot
melodiousH. Winsloe Hall (director of th
mmmn}.mid conductor of the orchestra), Mr,

The w
ﬁnducnlun will be under the dirm]?i?:l:[:““ﬂ gencrally  for

a torions effort.
Denton being the producer. The ﬂﬁu% The
Phynu;"’-ﬂi s beeq
on cars, and during that period has pre-
nights of the opera. 'f‘ﬁ: sented seven ope b I

the organiser of this ﬁtf creasing order of merit.

at Allan's Muslc Ware-

.slgeﬂakm E volce
bel Burton
proved a good, although nercous, Bessle

“MERRIE  ENGLAND”

TRIUMPH FOR CONSERVA-
TORIUM OPERA CLASS

By ALEX. DBDURNARD
dods the average appreclgtive

the way of comic opera? Saturday
nighl's performance of “Merrie Eng-
land,” In the Prince of Walss Theatre,
Too much

Lo Mr,
e opera

be glven

and the
maost merl-

Harold Denton (producer),
thelr
Elder Conservatorium opern
been In existence somao sl

thoe quality of
n a steadlly in-
Last vears
essay, “Lochinvar" (by Mr. Winsloe
Hall) 1s still fresh In our memories,
Other names which occur are “Iphl-
genie In Aulls'  “S8hamus O'Brien”
“Marriage of Figaro.” “Carmen.”
“Prince Ferelon,”  and Gluck's
“Orphee.”

“Merrie England,” by Edward CGer-
man unid Basil Hood, had Its first per-
formance at the Savoy Theaire, Lon-
don, in 1802, and bade falr to carry on
the verdant Sulllvan-Gllbert tradition
pf British comlc opera, Score and
Lbretto are most happily wedded, and
abound In humor and lght-hearted-
ness. The music s typleally Ger-
manesque, fertile, and tuneful, and the
orchesiration 1s in the highest degree
of taste, Hood has succeeded In
maintaining a steady cumulative flow
of action, and In introducing many of

performance being

A
those Iridescent *conceits” for whlchpe Wales

the Tudor period s famous. The plot

ton (mald of honor to *

tive crescendo, Mr, Innes-Morcom was

sufficiently dignified for hils parl of
Essex ﬂ.m{ exsan n volee of no little
romise, ¢ was tather over-inclined

E: polnt each syllable, ns it were, with
A mark of exclamation in thal fine
song, “"Who Were the Yeomen?” hbut
wias otherwlse sdmirable. Among the
minor characters, Arthur Stallard,
Peter Hooper, and Tom Hamilton sus-
talned their parts well, and Leslle
Coney’s hasso gave Just the right bucollc
touch to his butchier,

The ballet, dances for which were
most skilfully arranged by Phyllls
Ielteh, who was also respansible for
two ravishing solo dances, lent &an
pdded sense of polish to the whole
thing. Especlally noteworthy were the
Egyptlan dance and the hornplpe. The
scenery, though most simple, was good,
and t costumes excellent. '

A word must be sald ns to the genc- |
ral efficlency of the chorus, Except
for an occaslonal weak altack, and at
times a tendency to lag, i'.lrw,-{l provided
that sense of communal elevation which
the chorus alone can give, The or-
chestra, under Mr. Winsloe Hall, wus
at all' times to be relled upon. The
same cast will appear on Monday and
Tuesday nights, and the following three
performances will gee¢ o re-shullle of
paris, when the characters may be con-
fidently expected to maintain the high
ptandard already set. Mrs. Lavington
Bonython and Madame Delmar Hall are
to be congratulated on the success
which has crowned thelr exacting
labors on behalf of thres most dessry-
ing charities. But, entirely apart from
any sentimental reasons, T most heartily
commend the production to musiclans

ﬂﬁanca of the young oper
Eld

and general publie alike,
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" QUEEN Bosanko played the May Queen in lace

Bess), and of Long Tom and *J -@nf Miss '33135. Harvey, and Miss Eteéin
humblié 5obels

te
but many usly-colore
encds are woveén into the i

cloth,  Queelt Hﬁb@tﬁ?%}’%
Ralelgh play thelr exalted paris, an
+he May Queen and lads and lassl

of {air Windsor Town supply a pi

turesque note,  Various interludes suc

as the “Alphabet” from "“Romeo an
Jullet,” the “chess" dinluguﬁi between
Fssex and Ralelgh, and the ’Mnsqu::
of 8t. George and the Dragon, with
its heated argument over the Inrﬂ*nnd
hind legs of the dragon, nre frresistibly

unny. .
ugngcrrnlmr the cast itself, I cannob

he palm to the doclle black
Eﬂ.} a“‘.;fl“éfldtrm. tﬁ* it. nestled in the arms
of “Jil-all-alone” during eeveral of her
scenes, and sustalned = difficult part
most nobly, winning ever}rbud:fs hear!:f.
It was the touch, the added touch, q“
nature which muade 113 Fl; :
kin. and kindle fm[;_ Lo s 0
sehindhand with a “conceit™). Pa::.ra g
‘o his, her, or its human r:c:-llnbam.urs:
he names of Kathleenn  Margarey
(3i11’y and Hilda Bames ( Bessle
rhrockmorton) must at cnce be men-
Honed. Thelr acting and singing Werc
squally convincing, and thelr r?le.s wWere
not aft all easy ones to sustaln. The
latter's acting with' Raleigh, and her

B YO, Who Shall B5ay that
inging of O M Ie ol

Lave is Cruel?” (n the
Viennese waltz, with cadenzas which
show that the cadenza can be charm-
ing and relevant occaslonally), aré
things to be remembered. Valda Har-
vey as the May Queen was none other
than charming. Her volce has Im-
roved out of all knowledge, and hns
ost every trace of its former rather
unpleasant nasal timbre. Rita ';'Jat.:
son’s ﬂueen Elizabeth was quite good;
her acting possibly better than her sing-
ing. I suggest that she moderate some-
what her excessive mouthing of conso-
nants, and her vibrato. What a lovely
tune, by the way, 15 that ga_rhleh sha
sings, “O, Peaceful England! of the
b L -

T place Leonard Nettleton ungues-
I'.Iunaglf first for sacting and dialogue
(very difficult occaslonally), and for
ginglng Vietor Innes-Morcom (Essex).
Mr. Nettleton was inclined at times to
pverdo the part, and mcuiana.llgltnr-
zo: o lead, as in “King Neptune,” bub
nltogether he was a tual dellght.
There were wonderfully diversified
rmtries in  this song, h chorus
(“King Neptune™), and richly cumula-

all-alome.

succeeded Miss Magarey, as Jill-
The chorus generally have
greater confidence and dash.

ollle Beaver,
mmnmnﬁ-,l{ en GEriTE
cock, Pﬂ?ﬂg Slater, R. Gerney, 8. Neals,
Susle Chaplin, and Boy
 Among

FINE SINGING IN
COMIC OPERA

Merrie England Put On
By Conservatorium

THE Conservatorivm Opera Class scored
a great suecess with Edward German's
comle opera, Merrie England, at the

Prinee of Wales Theatre on Saturday

night, :

ﬂ?::.rmin: musie, and the <lever libretto by
Basi! Hood, gave ample wcope for n wery
bright show, with the eolourful daye of Good
Queen Besa ag the backround,

The producer, Mr, Harold Denten, made
tha most of his material. .= The casl was
particularly well chogen, and there was not
a duoll mbment in the performance,

The comic rvelief of Len. Neltlelon as
Waller Wilkine, a player of Shakespeare,
was eplendid.  His clever fooling and pert
Jlay upon words, characteristio of the period,
Lr ¢ the audience in a simmer of laughter,
Hig masque of Ht. George and the Dragon
was o fine piece of comedy, in which he was
aided by Arthur Stallard ax Silas Simkins.

Highest artistie lavrels went to Kathleen

mar Hall,
"The ballets were m_feature,

ﬂriﬂnﬁ belng the
and gold

con
tume, _
| The effort on Saturday night was as-

Mesdames L. L. HIIL J. H.
H. Bone, D, Livingston

ders, Mis=es

P. Leschen, oods, P, Sutherland,
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Davies, Professor
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tion of the comic op
land,” which i5 be
Prince of Wales Theatre in ald of
charities. Bouqueis will
lady helpers of the different
benefiting from the
at Allan’'s,

most
Wﬂﬂﬂ in black
Phyllls Leiteh, m
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Nan
R. and N. Murray,
The

Mesdames L, Yenn,
Berk. Welr Edwards,
Woods, L. Conrad, Misses D. Willis,
Devyer, P. Bone.

His Excellency the Governor, atien-

ded by Lieutenant Robertson Alkman,
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Lord
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Mayor and Lady Mayoress (Mr.
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“MERRIE ENGLAND”
Final Performance To-night

To-night will mark the final Uce

o itmtlge
Jocal

etaged.

production.

Magarey, whose  porirayal of Jill-all-alone,
the girl who ia acc of witchraft, was
one of the gems of the opera. Ehe sang and
acted charmingly, Her solo, Oh, Where
the Dl.‘*]l:'.‘l' Do Lir.ﬂmd her duet with Raleigh,
were charmingly done.

The dancing of the ballet, led Ly Phyllis
Leitch, was an enterfsinment in itself.

As the stately Queen Elizabeth Rita Wat-
gon filled her part ndmh'lh51 Valda Har-
vey was splendid as the May Queen, and

]{i -]? llarn;n ud‘:lr?l a tonch of drama f::-
t ‘ho outrivas 1ZA
I O T Rin Wolter Ralelgh: " As Liong

Tom and Big Ben respectively, Peter Hooper
and T::]tu 1lamilton were well in the picture.
The Queen's jester wawiexcellently portrayed
Ly Nellie Mummery. .

The lﬁfﬂm“mﬁj“ﬁr icll.i; Eﬂ.ﬁ_ _ILI'hE
opera will yun until , with a
rf:nin on_some of the principles on
nesday night.
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Flzabethmn netiod Arthar Sullard gsve
him sterline aid as "Sila Eimfim' illm
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New Cast Does Well In

Merrie England

\ BRIGHT performance of Merie Eugland
S was gh‘rn h}' the Conservatorium ﬂpﬂi
Clasg in the Prince of Walos Theatre st
wight  with several new printipies. 'T_'E]Tﬁi!
Everett made a commanding Queen Elira-
beth, her acting and singing belug strkinaly

good, .
delightfuliy as

Ismble Burion "..'l,ﬂ§ r '
Throckmorton, and her duete with I
dﬁi‘lh'- -

tJolin Jones) were I‘haumlllﬂl{'n : ,
the coqueltish Mavy  Queon. il Besank
made thi-lglﬂ-ﬁt-ﬁfi]l'gﬂl' art, and ﬂvl‘.ﬂ:lﬂ“:
was excelienl as Jiei-a YVietor Maos-
com was in splendid volee as the courty
and Acheming Fssex.  Trude Modie mado
a pert court jester. and Len Nettleton again
led the fun an Walter Wilkins, =4
There will be two more performances with,
the new cast. s




