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¢ Research Seeks To Minimise Heavy Toll
- . By Insect And Fungus Pests

AWORK NOT SPECTACULAR, BUT VALUABLE

SPHE money that has been expended here will be returned a thousand-

- — Jold,” sard Mr. R. B. McComas, a director of the Commonwealth
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ank, when opening the new plant culture houses and insectary

faite Research Institute yesterday.
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opened in 1877 with four professors, one of polumn

sire we will bave great develop.
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TAXING THE MEANS OF

The proposal to place what would
at the Practically be a prohibitive duty on

' which s outlined in sn in-
Beek in another
if seripusly made by the Fede-

mlt ut bo denled
D

credit to the country,
shown with pride In
with & much longer
printers that are at pre
of dolng such work are few
Thelr work is highly skilleg

volves not only the mu- orinting,
{lHustration procesy stries, bub
that of bmdins. Where is the w
of 10,000 skilled printers and bt
binders to be found that can eo
with the £5,000,000 worth of * boo
The very fact that the population st
the country 15 so comparatively Smsl

AT petacty e ot expect anvthing | whom taught the whole of the nuntural il
B bk b sathesia of gucate |sciences. | ral authoritles would mark a distinetly Wi PRIt S50 RFieg
Ay v as the world is concerned, the I'oday the University was equipped torelrograde step.. The time has nol the nece y cost clentifle @
titute may not d?- anything spectacular, | teach  all fundamwental  branches of PUWC arrived, probably it never will arrive techniopl books requ for
it it will be uscful, """,'EI““‘"*PI:‘-' "“}ﬂ: - St oy ‘hen the people of the Commo 1th ?Elu&mﬂnt of Aus ", S ARPAEN
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; said that the vision that the | University in a position which was the envy gloofness in matters of education, They and print such books here ‘Hﬂ:
SRR of the i:f“tprh\?lit: e 05 of every university in Australin, wust keep in Jine with the great world copies required Lo satisfy the jocal tis
A ks Btate was boing B ' NO PLANT DISEASE SURVEYS  Movements of thought, just as they mand would make the FOSE IR SIS
A %) form: by BB The Direc ¢ the. Tasti Péofons _must be abreast of the times in action, HDILVE, WLy to trads. eve
PR e ! Ahe Director ol e Institute | rnfu-.-l-n. “A good book is th i 7 of books is a handicap -+l
hat bravch of the Ade- | Richardeon) said the buildings would provide : E“]'.lrt't ous lfe- ;4 the trade that secks the profsctio
Elide University. Its * fucilities for two distinet, yet tumplimentnry‘bw of a master spirit,” and the more afforded by the duty. R .
n otk was not ounly of | phases of research—those concerned with theWidely such books are circulated the The immediate effect of Ei& AU
& Bustrs n, ' but of mvestigation of the life history of the morebetter will it be for the nation, A would be merely to increase $He oS
‘pi@ational importance, mportant insect and fungus pests whichwise policy would be to encourage a ©f -books, The only couniry Sgs s

‘Mr. Waite had done

ve Jao exacted heavy toll of crops, orchards,
jood work in enlisting

gardens; and those which aimed at a better

Dr, Richardson ndded that Mr. MceComas
bad done pioneer: research work in several
ficlds, particulerly in the utilisation of Aus-
tralian deposits of phosplhate rock.

At the instance  of the Minister of Agri
gulture  (Mr. Cowun), supported by My
Anthomey, M.I’., a vote of thanks was uc
corded Mr., MceComas,

LIV %‘[,ihminry. came before the Bank
gard, Mr. McComas said, lie remlised the
bug toll bewng levied on the world by
st pests, and he was pleased that his col-
sagties were willing to assist in the con-
: Eetion of the insectary, patticularly,

. F¥oiessor Chapman, who presided, traced

- tiegvowih of the University, which waa

o Aby.

of the ages.
mechanics,
Art, the theories of philosophy,
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Prolessor Richardson sald the Com-
monwealth. Bank had played an in-
creasingly important part in the eco-
nomic life of the nation, and it was
destined to. play an Important  part
In  the encouragement and develop-
ment of agriculture, another aspe.t of
national life. They were very pleased
that Mr. McComas had been chusen
Lo represent the bank at that gather-

ing, ause he had done pi
work In several i poncorag

could never have dreamed of.

when knowledge extends over
vast and varied fields, that the

| - . . : within the reach of everyhody.
There was & representative gathering

andeatholle taste in reading. The mind is

the sympathy of Mr. understanding of the principles nlui-;-:-i'.'in-,:hhrmm and the outlcok enlarged by
—:f’ ﬁ » one of erop production and :mil1 tn,-ntxm;.ml, " “contact with tha thoughts of
Australia’s _ablest men. “No estimates are available abont the tota/the wise. To the brinting
When the propo=al losses caused by insect and fungus pests,'Press the world owes a debt that
\ "_ fonds for . -~ B McComas |the Professor said, “becanse no plant diseascls beyond computation, It has sup-
e “plant culture surveys have been made plied & wvehicle which places within

the reach of the humblest the wisdom
The latest inventions
the accomplishments of

in

the

discoveries of science, and the treasures
revealed by research are broadcast to
the world through this mediun:. “Read-
:ng maketh a full man.” said Francis
Bacon, and since his day bcoks have
been multiplied to an extent which he 2ble to afford them; but the

More

i;hnn ever before is it desirable, when
‘he interests of life are so many,

and

such
best

publications on all subjects should be the literature of our own co

Any

attempt to class books with ordinary

merchandise can result only from an as to a tax on amusements
he position, have harmed the working man's Hths

e Agricultural Research In- elds of reszearch, par-
! | gﬁ-ﬁliglh MDM' Fﬂlm'dﬁ}' altar- ﬁEUIRTIF' in the directlon of the utlll- entirel mistak e
|| Jioon, when Mr. R. B. McComas (s Sation of Australian deposits of phos- 4 e vew ol 1
' director of the Commonwealth  Bank) /Phate rock. One object of Customs imposts, it
,‘ ‘ officlally oper the  plant cu‘ltux{'g - Investigation of Plant Diseases E‘L"-ﬂ Is éhf'nmtec!:iﬂn of local industry.
O e s i of The bulldings would provide facllitles have - the” Loy could be levied would
| &h:mm Mi“?" cupled  the for two distinct, yel complementary, ¢ 'effect of causlng the
she  University) occu ‘sin Phases of research. The fitst group great mass of lterature

“the platform with him wers Siv
- ~Mr. R. B. Hm‘:i
M.  McIntosh' Minister of

sducation), the Hon. J. CoFan BUhE
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of researches were those which aimec 0 be printed in
at inyestigating the life history of the
more important insect and fungus pests
which exacted such heavy annual toll

of the crops, orchards, and gardens of

and
John

imported last year |
the Commonwealth. of the Public Library of

It has been alleged that employment Wales made the statement
could be found for 10,000 persons in the
various branches of the printing trade

Possibly gular readers of books, The differe
reply isis largely due tp the fostering € g

be

| AL i = v e South Australia. The second 4 If the books and magazines impo-ted
| .. mﬂ ‘E"f m& E' almed. at a betler undtratam!itf? ﬂl} wore produced in Australia.
. L i F“M of the Insti- the principles underlyl the pro- that may be true. but the
e T . 0 duction of crops and treaiment of the  that they would not and could not
e in ¢ » the h-!"-'l soll—the study of the principles of nroduced here
| P L sinee its found- plant niufrition and plant physiology, -
- plant breeding, and soll technology. ApDvVv- TR

J 2 - Qf_},

AUSTRALIAN CULTURE

| i gation of plant diseases and
of the commumnity 80 thole control was of Ereat importance
- b"“&\tu Austrilia. because their prosperity
-~ _'was 30 dependent upon production
Irom the s0ill. NO accurnte estimates
were avallable as to the total losses
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AT : | caused by insect and fun pests, be- IS AXED?
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' ; €S L proposal to place a dut
.QWtﬂhhfmuun&t that 'Ih.nmue been  is one for which there 13“:1{0?!? bﬂm
were ble for a loss of m"“m"" for alarm than for anything thab has
cent, . sinee the war, ' If carried
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dulges in this expensive form OCERSSs
tion 15 the United States, W Tpi
huge population creates a demand suk
ficient for tha production oI ol |
the books that are required. SSUCSIE
does so at groat cosl, &5 canlape S6¢
by a comparison between %
FRE- 8- T !.:-L

American book prices,

It is unthinkable that a Lal JOV-
ernment will entertain a tax Wil
react so serli;lmly nnkiit.!

rters. “To ¢ working man, V05
ﬁﬂ:ell&ct has been roused by libernd
system' of education, books - shoul
be easlly accessible are o lmxury Ml
he can Il afford, The pProposéd A
would place them) so far beyond B
reach as to affect his whole Intelles
tual life. The rich man -1

struegling to maintaln  himsslll At
family, must go- without, How much bah
ter for him to have the unhamperea uss
n;lth{- tli:.mdum% }::r t-hf mg.s!-e 5 (

all nations, ere I5 abyndané WOSs
for the Australian ' L [

printer |

out attemoting the impassible & }.
rinting the bpoks of all o 1...“1.!1-;;"1'.

ries. The late Government's proposass
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as mueh as the present p  The'
one would tax his pleasure of the Mos
ment, A duty on books ld be &
blow to his mental equipment for life. &
At the Librarians' .1* r “1""
n Melbourne, the J L‘%’f"
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one in four adult Australiang  eveE
Teads a hook. In'a recent estim ‘; ;-J
American culture it was stated. thag

50 per cent. of the community ‘,,E"T
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Ing by ‘the liberal system of i
libraries, whereby the ﬂﬂﬂ-!'nﬂ' 0 :
IS counteracted by their freo AOCHSS
bility in the libraries. . In Ausis
the library movement is  extre
backward., Practically speaking. bod
musk be pald for; and practically &
are bevond the purses of large numl
who maost need them. The prop
duty may, though I doub i..
‘fiewhgastl;;&r nrinters. }lt 1“_,,#1-' 4
nu tellect |

whole nation. Y mmu 3
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