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- are met together this morning to do
 ur to the memory of a very dear friend.
Wl of us would, I think, like to feel that we
'._-.l,‘?,': Archibald Thomas Strong as our
‘His F'.“inl has come so suddenly
£ iﬁﬂmdl? that we find it hard to
k3 hi! loss. and not a few of us have
toubtless during the last day or two been
—winz to frame for ourselves some estimate
f his character and work, to carry with us
= go forward, without hi:_ genial pres-
:Iong life's road; to impnint upon our
inds a2 memory, not so much perhaps of his
ehievements, great and many though they
wre. as of the man himself, what he stood
. what he was. .

It is not possible in a few words to give
ete picture of his life and character.
n but say what I feel from my know-
uf him: each here will fill in the gaps
the picture for himself.

ot then, I think, we have lost one who
--Etﬁ.ngljr be termed “a scholar and a
stleman.” Born and bred in a cultured
me accustomed to love books from his
fiest days, he must have turned gladly to
| profession of letters. Yet he never
pwed his scholarship to be selfish or seli-
ptred. He was no recluse, steeping himself
ture of by-gone ages for his own
at, for he rejoiced to share with
ers “‘the things new and old which he

gaght forth out of his treasure” for their
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,—;‘h not yet possible to assess the place
at his writings will take in the history of
fis country's literature. We are more con-
yncerned today over the loss of a friend and
...; or, rather than as to what fame pos-
ity may grant him. Yet we know that
¢ have had a remarkable man in our midst,
s q&ﬁﬂu we have learnt to appreciate
s lifetime, thus making his removal from
&l the harder to bear,

With all his love of books, he was equally
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*€ Was slow and deliberate in speech, as
re of the value and beauty of the
#' - _i'lp-;lkc, and from which his chair
' named. ¢ seemed ever anxious to
to the humblest phrase.
_:_rq;_ht time here and now to record
= 8i8 services to the Commonwealth
__glfler the war, many and varied
e SY were; but it will be the Univer-
e ¢ and Adelaide which will
anll most of all, and the literary
SSSHC societies of both cities of which
o " %¢en and able a member,
e 1 feel in duty bound to record his
SWPHE of the collegiate system for
E 1__l_tli_urlitiu. On his arrival in
= € at once interested himself in the
t9en being made to found St. Mark's
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=~ M€ Was quite certain that the life
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knowledge of languages
many races made him

country,

His writings on the
well-informed mind
sound judgment aon
Wias cver a man of
to prove his point,
opinions when princi

Great War show g
capable of reaching a
current politics: and he
firm convictions, cager
and unbending in his

: Ples were at stake. He
never hesitated to proclaim what he felt was

right or true, when he thought it necessary.

A somewhat rugged exterior covered the
kindest of hearts. He was the very soul of
courtesy, as much to the least able of his
students as he was to his peers, always dis-
playing a delicacy of feeling for the opinion
of others, and this, because he had the real
humility of the true scholar.

His ability and knowledge were always at
the disposal of all who came to seek, and he
took as much pains in preparing a talk to a
schoolboys' literary society as he did for an
important public lecture.

He was gifted with a fine sense of humour.
How well we can recall the merry laugh and
the twinkle of eve behind his glasses as he
showed his appreciation of a good anecdote
or story, or of some clever repartee. For all
his book lore and studious habits he was
essentially “a lowly and a humble man of
heart,” and with such qualities he could not
but be a very lovable person.

He would probably never have claimed for
himself great social gifts, yet many a hostess
sought his company in her home, and with-
out ever thrusting himself forward he was
usually the centre of any social gathering;
and oftan a room full of idle chatter would
find itself suddenly silent and listening to
what he had 10 say because it was worth
hearing,
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days of depression and despondency, yet
never losing faith in the ultimate triumph
of the ideals for which he lived.

Of his religion I cannot, may not, speak.
He would have been the last to wish it
spoken of, for he probably had no desire to
have it defined, but to deny that he had a
faith would be untrue. He was for ever
sceking spiritual rather than temporal things,
and he valued life's opportunities for what
they gave him in the pursuit of these things:
and indeed I believe that we should not be
far wrong if we were to say of him, as was
said of another seeker after truth long years

ago, “"Thout art not far from the kingdom

of heaven.”
And I cannot, speaking from this place,

consider that all we can do now is to sum

.ml.lt:gf-' had a very definite
L gy contribution to make to the

Iniversity, contribution which
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" .':'ﬂ:I'l-" i€ in no other way. And when
!' - i oF University colleges in

- his know-
Hie at Liverpool, Oxford
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up his character and write "finished” to all
hig activity of mind and soul. We believe in
the “communion of saints.” His keen, live
and useful personality is surely part of that
which cannot die. And our service in this
cathedral today is more than a recital of our
pride in his achievements, our sorrow at his
passing, and our assessment of his value to
his generation; it has behind it a firm belief
in “the faith that all that is best and noblest
in man can never die,” and that we, still in
our ecarthly pilgrimage, are "c?mpund
about with so great a cloud of witnesses."”
And may we not then say of him—

“O strong soul, by what shore
Tarriest thou now? For that force,

Surely, has not been left vain!

Somewhere, surely, afar,
In the sounding Labour house vast

Of being is practised that strength—
Zealous, beneficient, firm!”

God accept him! Christ rgﬂ him!
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