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KATHNGA TABIANG: BERU

Everybody would have his house in his own kainga. People would not live
anyhow in the bush but would live in their own kainga. On a visit (pandanus

season, etc,) they might live in the kainga of a relative,

A son would set up his house in his father's kainga.

" A woman would not live in her own kainga but go to her husband's, unless
her father was the head of the kaings and she had no brothers when she would
inherit her father's kainga and would live there, Her husband would visit

her.

“i

person called atu-n te kainga, or te ikawai was the eldest descendant in

the male line of the founder. He had the largest share of land and spoke

first in the maneaba.

Kainga members met in the head's living house. Here the stranger was

welcomed.,

Descendants on the woman's side could come and live in the kainga if they

wanted to.



TE KATNGA EERU ISLAND

"

1’/Thua\ first born would live on his father's kainga, but if there were many
children some would live in their mother's kainga, or set up their houses

anyvhere.

=iy

¢/]

e
1

father's father's kainga

5
o)
]

father's mother's kainga

3rd - mother's father's kainga
4th = mother's mother's kainga

VBut for a ceremony they would all go to the father's father's kainga.
7 ;

If the kainga was big enough all could live on it.
v ; .

A vwoman would have her child in her husband's kainga,

.7
In the kainga were smell meneaba (4 - 6 fathoms).

V&he atu of the kainga lived on it.



KATNGA NUKA: BERU
/ggze of houses - Te Kaotirama had 4 houses; some had 5 or 6.

V/E} a kainga was full a younger son might go and live in his mother's kainga.

He can then sit in either his father's or his mother's boti.

A married woman will sit elways in her husband's boti. But their child

Ji11/¢if can sit in either his father's or his mother's boti, He will

nearly always sit in his father's, but occasionally visit his mother's,

His mother will not sit in her father's or mother's boti unless her husband

allows or enjoins her.




KATNGA BEERU ISLAND

At Eriko there were more kawa than at Nuka.

Most of the kainga and kawa had small maneaba of their own. These were
uilt after the Tabontebike meneaba had been burnt down. There were no

boti in them as they were just meeting houses.

In the old days there were only the two maneaba at Tablang and Tabontebike,
Everything south of Tabiang was Taboiaki, Tabontebike was the Taboiaki

maneaba.,

Tabukin Tamoa was only a small maneaba built with spare timbers left over

from the timbers from Tebontebike, and containing spare clans.

At Aoniman Tokiniwae were Keaki, but they had no special kainpga, Most
people at Aoniman were late arrivals and irua. They had their maneaba
- Manngatabu - but Tenentoa burnt it when he chased Koura sway. They

lived afterwards without a maneaba.

Another report re Aoniman says that when Maungatabu was burnt by Tanentoa
they built another maneaba at Te Tokini Wae called also Marugatabun Tamoa.
This fell in a westerly and was burnt by accident by a present villager's
mother some time before the government or mission and y¥## none was btuilt

until the present one Rarikini Karawa was built in govermnment times.

No boti are known to have existed in Maungatabu, The present manesba has to

copy Tabontebike in its boti.,







farge = I b lhrtaacs,

T A (Bok -?qu}L 0t By com ok arpbhe ampden Loy Bl & e
Dot lo  Hecame Toweio ) Hor tecerte. Budl the Vroraola ). gog&,%uﬁz_é,&
Cogoun. fi- e E of e 00el” N2 g

M&Koﬁm (Bok ~Koburars). E. of P ved § 20 loger. 5. off Raukeley

i

Rkl Bok” = Raulilen) H-off R

’{MM CBOE ~Fowiminehin ) S HEeE 2

R s Sl ¢ W bramens), N o 1.

:;‘ !Tfro\x(f%ﬁxieo) N cﬁf%

&8 X e ;; /

o Keahd (gai'; kooky ) M of &4 .

%) Kw ‘e Kowa? (Bok ke | Nefy

vq @. Kothoe (Bok'= Te Boli'- i Bobuvun ) N.of &,

“to. Tawohown (Bl - Towehown) N of g5 E of footct Foveoly,

A K ohora. (Ba—&'—T-ekcﬁm-a.) N oflo SE. of Penasle . i

Via V' abuea (Bobh 'MM. N ottt Vdoh B Ml

A T Sytargte (54T dypanger) £ k13

Yy VT Bebea (gcrt"f':‘vr;”é,g&/‘ Noo iR, NE. of Baveple

o e ol aboRe [ Dok- Te Bal o ). N.oB 1y 4 the s

f BM 5 i ’Tmmﬁw,ﬁ) N ofis.

Cig A Ko (8ol Koy o ). Nl 16

A8 Te Koliwake (B - Te buliishe) E. 1y

v’aq KW“M‘ (Bete - kwwﬂﬁ.) N of 17. v of the e £ 18

S iR [B0b bl ST by K e

i VR ke W (Bel's abobos) N ofdo

Voa M Togelig (Db < Nebo Togelige ) Nof A1 Eofrerel chhnly Pudiobit Gl

45‘%_1 Toboamor ( Beli's dnaon Tobusrer ) Voof 33 bofuwod N f L35 Al

\




e i e L g
iT-tG*M (8ot - TeTeholin Ghoun ) Byle N of He 8¢ Chod o} Tidoind,

BJ o oce

Il

T8 Bowgy.  hoted How 06 b ury Mol gob Mo folih Be firk [ Tohogsyy

e g ' o
"“ hnw-r!:r.ﬂ. Fucckd lfﬂe-_)ws ?O'Mf:?tmu IMW.-;‘)A.-QM' rﬁ?&aé«”ﬁ |
n?m %Q& ﬂw&—.&. ghkn.ua»?an. chwe,m %Q&Mh‘&l}“ |
- T e M«;wlzti‘— Kawrgeo . KM?‘”‘ altlosegl Ao ﬁﬂuf’ o o hmfweaa
II"'&%M&W*"‘&W' T&M‘&'&Q%\#’%bwhf
h et 0 e fk b Hatfue Leluged br Kowmon . Thoae fafte anlild ove.
iigpis wgils s od s B Pk, 4as guotl Mege o o aoh bevson £
1o R Thin ME‘?"‘* Ay oy, bak Lot -0 alpe

- i o
Bty hiiia=icnty, | Te kptoa 4—&»9&9"
e M 5 ev 6.

o Mm*bm%a,_ H..Qa.*,m_m:t-

Wmﬂﬁjo-'mfmayr, MM?“-
b Penitel diron Mpw;_&.,y,od-

2 w“' jd’ Fﬁvﬁﬂ.g [ WW !rt
Haobools Lok |

"'”'5’("9")/’1‘ a-&-a

Btk e ;A,Q,,{ Com d= ' et bo @\‘ﬂuc Rt rrothos Hemﬂ&
M; -l?.! C":ca:)u,.;‘% M*ﬁ‘w' % Hu\' m&& Mv‘(‘ ﬂ'\, -




| . .
Kavai o WA Wllogs Gdinanel .

B2 1  Bewiolld
o, ./{.l.-a_h _ c.?w;w,m ont. Heveone ( Bri‘l . qu‘t—:&:.ﬁ.'m'?a ) N aﬂ & 3 :
- e
T - ool A WA \ c e
B 5 '.J- .Mﬁ L ?;.C-"{L - -’E:,-»’-o.'m&t. / N Og" a ‘1“ b f’?e M —.
- : Jrl y / b % \.\
b“c WAADA L) { f}r" {l = BC L O Qﬂ-u\ﬂ_,) ] h’foﬁ a 9 E ﬁ {\n?!‘f.,gff L‘a/

—

'/%,;/l}wmc- (B”&‘ 5*"*"“”') boof a6 3!‘_4‘3‘»”( N’o-@ bedisd,

/:4/! '-l{ﬂM{L ( Rod '-*-cno.?‘m_) N oﬁ-é B‘> Fotfey .e,‘_“
“jﬂ shibo (Bl - Kowgen) N oft 27 = Gy
\ Te TM{!}M:'-!;@W) N of ag

‘/:; s ol Te'u'fm( Bca - ’far.a;,_m %wg_p_) W 24 a'( S

. ;ra‘uq“-m m (Bets L eoke) Bebier. 25 and a6,
| ’f*wm Beatl” ( Bot'- Te Wil ) Bediee. A7 and ag
S i '
A > ()‘f\o-ﬁ-a-ﬂg- (Bafa K-ﬁmym,,\,{w“) W aya‘,l'jo.
ol Hz{h’oo-&?o,,m (Bl - T Frac-t;‘,',,,ﬂ_). ol el
"Te%'wgsqa'_-nm“') S off He Saraples
37. e al (Boh-del k) o logrn offesils Lobiey 4 | e
33.“@‘@'% {Bo&'d\‘u’ﬁ&‘) N oﬁ's'r ad s -G-Jo@m %“-@

v " : ‘
2. Te Kaihilug (Dot - Tealde) N ot 32

P Lo
40 e Wt at mama,ty (Beb ~Tehiure ) N of 36, 3 op T Quag

b1 L
+'Ti5% / 2"
AT AL e

T,

356

Vi e—



| Pl Refls - Holo Villoge

"/a, Te Boﬂ:m- boed 0 ag lj‘,.@-u".p_"' e B ~00(

4. WWM&MMT%%QEL@TAM.Q‘

S ) ﬂw /A A-QGK—‘&Q : aamr.-m ‘tlu.pg_ "’e&n—‘s.oﬁ‘!}.@éih'ﬁf
O T%p _ouwfﬂ} A | | Bt
L Fahl ook e Gouonck STl tore nl Bel

5 Ta ToPirisron
A e alere fucked o flose g 5 He- G T Bokon Ty boos bl o et 4 4

Tk B elen. Conpps: :
f

fobdds.  oolde nes Clo Hoce Bt scbici foshes

;]

¥ ' i
.‘E:rf 6. Petts Gua “‘::‘-‘x o5 wellQ ]

F%;;a% M%‘waﬂﬂab i
f-wwrﬂgvi&r T-GRO-Q“' “'J“ ‘

S e pho oh Al Rl VAS P
"thﬁ-k—rM pie v AL g ﬁ f{,;_’yﬂ; ;
A\k. a‘e"/\@ﬁ M a )‘AAM’F f-l/?ﬂ;, .,-Q( el r,—.l T2 {::-""zr'ﬂ Wfﬁb\ g

The ’.Et,c.& g‘b !‘"hb-o- M‘ ﬁ‘ @"&9-‘{' M 06 & ")'r\ﬂafcﬁﬁ b fhﬂ lf;.z: '.

Tobos-bowns. = By oteset Ty Gbid  hblilit & otsge B Doontk:




Te Pgungon i
= ;
7‘-‘ &jiué I =
o
le ‘(1*"'4-0:- (Z{t‘oh
V/.
4 ‘L,‘?"ﬁ‘m«q_ 3
Jorsy

2 l/ -'J L {“— \ 1:// 3 .
#,8 Rk "-'---«:. Utnsi ! Ustrt k5 Arsing, |




(2)

The Ceremony of Distribution of Food In the Tabon te Bike

Maeneaba, Beru lsland, performed before His Excellency the

High Commissioner on the occasion of his recent visit.

-

A. Preliminarye.

The Gilbertese Maneaba system was brought from Samoa by the
refugees who fled atter the victory of the inland people led
by the tirst Malletoa of Samoa. This period is known In

Gilbertese legend as "The breaking of the Great Tree of Samoa",

The leader of the first party of refugees was Matawarebwe (Wide
Eyes)l, of the clan of Karongoa n Uea (Karongoa of the Kings),
He landed at Tabon te Bike on Beruv Island = by the eastern

approach to the present bridges.

Teweia, the grandson of Matawarebwe, built the first maneaba

in the Gilbert |slands (known as Tabon te Bike), using timber
brought from Samoa., Although later immigrants from Samoga
established two other styles of maneaba building = Tabiang and
Maungatabu - the Tabon te Blkégmancaba style has spread
throughout the Gilbert Islands, with the exception of Bufar!farl’
Makin, end Banaba, and the Tabon te Bike maneaba is recognized
on all islands as the principle manezaba of the island, while

the maneaba on Beru is considered the parent of all the

Gilbertese maneabas.,

Thirty one clans have the right to sitting places In the maneaby |
at Tabon te Bike, the principal clans having both duties and |
privileges in connection with the maneaba ceremonial, The most i
important clan I1g Karongoea n Uea, who sits in the middle of the
northern end of the buildings The head of the clan of Karongoa
n Uea is the Uea (King) of the maneaba, being invariably the

direct descendant of Teweia, the founder of the maneabas. No gn
L4

but the head




{3}

(4)

(5)

LA

but the head ot the clan of Karongoa n Uea,; or the direct

representative ot His Majesty the King of England (as the
over=lord of Teweia's descendants and theretore titular head

of the clan) has the right to sit on the Ati n Toks (The Stone

ot Chiefs) in the maneabas Should any other person do it,
even by accidant, he would be marala laccursed) from that day
onwards and could bave no further luck in any sphere ot

activitys This stone, the ati n toks, was the throne of

Teanentos, the son of Teweia, who freed the island from the rule

ot the tyrant Koura and became the national hero of the Southern

Gilbertese,

At a ceremonial distribution of food, such as took place on
the occasion of His Excellency's visit, the head of the clan
ot Karongoa n Uea, or the representative of his over-lord, is

seated on the ati n toka throughout the distribution. As the

recent ceremony had necessarily to be abbreviated, the following
description Is ot a full distribution such as would take place

in the Tabon te Bike maneaba itself,

. L L R

B, The Ceremonye

The clan ot Te Bakoa (the Shark), who are the descendants of the
pre Gilbertese autochthons of the island and the largest clan

in the maneaba, have the right ot deciding when a ceremonial
distribution shall be held, Te Bakoa informs the two clans of
Nel Abinoa and Te Wiwl (the hereditary heralds and messengers

of the maneaba) The number of Inai (coconut floor mats tor the

maneabal and the Nikira (the amount of food each clan must bring)

is also decided by Te Bakoas

Te Wiwi then blows a conch to summon the people to hear the
declsions The head of the clan of Rautetia arrives #irst and
asks what the conch is being blown fors Te Wiwl replies Yhat

it is for the Nikira ond that each clan Is to bring so much o}



each type ot food, Reutetia departs and tells each clan what
to bring. He then goes to the head of the clan 6* Uma n
Taburimai and informs him the date and time when the Uea is

to come to the maneabae Uma n Taburimai tells the Uea himself,

(6) Betore the ceremony the people lay the Inail mats and then watch
ovt tor the arrival of the principal clans, Karongoa n Uea, te
Bakoa n Uea, and te Wiwi, When these clans arrive they cnfef
the maneaba from the north and proceed to their boti l(hereditary
clen sitting places)., The rest of the people then {q]low and

sit in their respective boti, silence being preserved,

(7) When all are seated the head of the clan ot Nei Abinoa arrives
and the ceremony proceeds as follows -
Nel Abinoa - M"Are all the people presentg"”
Te Wiwi -~ "They are all here",

Nel Abinoa =~ "|s the 'Nikira! ready?"

Jgibne Te Wiwi - "Yes, it is readys"
o The € =
& 2t b Each clan then places its nikira in tront of its sitting place,

(8) As the Ues approaches Te Wiwi calls to him to enter the maneaba,

When he has seated himself on the ati n toka a girl trom the

clan of Te Katanrake comes forward and places a necklace of
flowers round his neck and anoints him with ofl, The reason
for this privilege is that Te Katanrake was Tanentoa's tinabga
lclassificatory daughter In law) and therefore the correct
person gccording to Gilbertese custom to anoint, garland, and

generally minister to his needs.

(9) A girl from the clan of Nei Ati then comes and unties the wreath
and takes it, together with the nikira of Karongoa n Uea, (04
recent years , instead of taking the wreath she crowns the Uea
with her own wreath and recelves a present for her service),

The clan of Nei Atl 1s entitled o +this privilege owing to thejr

descent from Teinai's desughter In law and therefore his tinab
m—C 28 4



{10)

(1

(12)

- A

As Teinai's son was illegitimate he had no other share in the

{oode

The heads of the clans ot Ababou and Bakarawa then compare the
various nikira brought by the clans, commencing with that of
Karongoa and Te Wiwie Although each clan prepares quantities of
tfood, Ababou and Bakarawa choose only the finest of each class

ot food for comparison, the rest being merely counted, The

tood chosen for comparison is held up by Ababou and Bakarawa

and carefully compared in the middle of the meneaba, while the
people clap three times and cry "o -~ o = ©" at the losing clan

to shame the members, Each pair of clans then exchange the

food that was chosen for comparison, retaining the rest of the

nikirae

¥

The &emainder of the nikira is then divided out among the clans
by Ababou and Bakarawa, the division beign made in strict
accordance with certain complicated rulese. After this sharing
out the remnant of tood, known as the mange,is kept by Ababou
and Bakarawas The remnant Is, in actual practice, usvally
tound to be larger than the share of any other clane Ababou
and Bakarawa have the right of dividing the food because, being
strangers, they would otherwise not be entitled to any share in
the nikirae (Ababou was trom the Northern Gidberis while
Bakarawa was the leader of a migration from Samoa made after the
clean ceremonial on Beru 'had become stabélizedls The Uea,
although he recelves every honour that can be gliven him, as
beftits his exalted and semi-sacred rank, comes off worst in the
tinal distributlion of tood and may get left with nothing but a
single coconut and a small ball ot "karababa™ l(grated coconu}?

mixed with desiccated pandanus and wafer).

Atter the division ot the nikira the food is eaten by all, The

King then gets vp ftrom the ati n toka, leaves the maneaba, and

the ceremony is at an ends

e A S e e W e R Y S S -
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List of Mat Patterms presented by Autukia

Eneclosure I.

Village.

1l.

13.

Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te
Te

Notes.

(a). A1l the sbove, with the oxception of No.16, are used for

(b). Wos. 3, 10, 11 and 17 were also comnonly used for "Kouti"

(e). Ho.16 is ueged for "ligabingabi" or mats for seraping nuts,

Maulkinikini.
Bai-ni-Beru.
Kabure te Aina.
Kanoa-ni-mata uous.
Bau-n-tai.
Raure-n-nangkoto.
Eabwebwe,
Kauni-man,

Itoi ba-ni.
Kanog—-ni-mata.
Eaburebangaki,
Itua~-n~rereba.
Bureinawa,
Butaa-ni-Kitoko.
Itoi,

Kabo,

Kaeinako,
Kaei-Raka,
I-Mone,

Uba-ni-mos-aine.

"Kie" or Sleeping Mats.

or the mats formerly worn by women when walking abroad,

(d). No.2 is the ordinary pattern for Sleeping lMats,



Enclosure 1I.

List of Fishing Appliances presented by Aconiman Village.

Name, Description.
Te Riena=-ni-kibe. A round Scoop Net.
Te Rieng-n-~urakaraka. A4n oval Sccop Net.
Te U, A long Eel Trsp.
Te Banga. A fish trap similar to "Te U™ but without
the ingide compartments.
Te Banga-n-aine. A round Fish Trap.
Te Binobino-n-ai-onauti. A Coconut shell float with fishing
‘ 1ine attached.
Te Kgi-ni-matamnea, A stick with noose attached - for eatehing

eels.



10.

11.

Fnelosure I1I1.

List of Cooking Appliances presented by Nuke-n—-te-wa Village.

Name .

Te

- Te
. T2

Te

Te

Te

Te

Te

Te

Te

Kaibaro.
Kumete.
Beka,
Kairiki.
Butika.

Binobino.

Mangko,
Mamata.

Description.

4 Pandanus Safe for containing food,

Model of a mixing trough.

lModel of a Pandanus fruit grater.

Hodel of & Coconutb grater.

Model of 2 shell knife on a long handle, used

for cutting down Fandanus fruit from the branches

of trees. The knife alone is called "Te Kawete".
A Coconut shell bottle. Then used for collecting
Toddy it is known as "Te Ibu".

A Coconut shell drinking cup.

A Coconut shell astrainer.

Kai-ni-moi.A Coconut shell joined to & short handle, used as

¥aribai.

Ria,

a ladle, il

Coconut shell tongs for handling hot cbjects,

A wodden spoon made from "Te Ngea™ wood.




1.

3.

4,

5.

6.
7

2.
10.

11,

12.

Enclosure IV.

List of Clan Canoe Crests presented by Teteirio Village.

XYame of Crest.

Te mata aua.

Te man-n Nei Ati.

Te maro Tabuariki.
Te bou uoua.
Te bou teunana.
Kaitara,

Te bou-n Tamosa,

Te man-ni Kaburara.

Te bou-ni Karongoa ni kosua,
Te man~ni Yaetoa,

Te ruberube.

Te nimta-wawa,

Hotes.

Wame of owning Clsan.

Te Kaobirase.
lei Ati,
Tabuariki. |

Uma-n Taburimai ae maizki and

Birimo.

Uma-n Taburimsi ze maiang.

Keaki and te Tokiniwae.

Te Ang-n-anti,

Kaburara.

Ksrongos. .
Maetoa clan on Onotoa Island,
Karumsetos,

Benvaltursa.

(a). Fo,1 should be flowm by Birimo but Te Kaotiraws are using

it at present and Birimo are flying We.4 = "Te bhon uoua”,

The Clans of Birimo and Te ¥aotirawa are descended from

braothers.

(b).

Nos.4 and 5 are included with No.9 under the term "Bou

ni Karongoa" and are flown by offshoots of the Karemgoa

Clan,

(e).

of Teitiba and alao the clan of Tsbuksokao.

Wo.10 is flown incorrectly on Beru Island by the family

But it

strictly belongs only te the Maetoa clan on Onotoa Ifslend.



1.

4.

&)
.

10,
il.

12,

Lizt of Dance Clothing prosented by Teriko Villasge.

Tnelosure V.

Name.

Te Nikatang,

Te taona-n riri.

Pure-n aec-ni bae.

Te Manawa or

Te Pure-ni-banihan.

Te ta.

. Te Bunna.

=3

e Anibai.,

Te Aonibai.

Te Huota.

Te Be,

Te Riri,

Te Xatau.

. {/‘lﬂi I arnns,

Degcription.

A necklace made of the flat cnds of big
shells, threaded with whale's teeth on e
rope of women's hair. - Vorn by either sex.

A woman's belt, wade of "Bure" chells

threaded on & Pandanus mat belt.
Armlets = worn by eithexr tied round

3
[

A necklace of porpoise teeth and shells i

threaded cn human hair. Worn by either sex,

A yellow shell neckince worn with "te bunna',
A thick necklace of threaded human hair,

Worn by either sex but the woman's "bunna"
have a snall ‘shell pendent atiached.

Cowrie shells threadsed on coconut and’
pandanvs string and worn from over each
shovlder to under the opposite arm, Worn
by either aex.

Similar to "Anibai” but shorter and worn
asround each upper arm. ‘orn by either sex;
A belt of plaited human hair. The larger
type is worm by men,

A pandanug mat worn by men.

A cogconut leaf skirt worn by women. The
black type presented is known as "Te Uirore®,
Coeonut shell eut into round disce and
threaded through the middle to make a belt,

¥orn by either sex.
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Enclosure Vi.

List of Weapons and Armour presented by Teboiaki Villiage.

Te Maran, A gharyp peinted shaft of coconut wood.

Te Taumangaria. A sharp pointed shaft of coconut woed with
two trident-like prongs.

Te Ie. A sharp pointed shaft of coconut wood with
several side prongzs.

Te Tanga. A suit of coconut string armour.

Game presented by Inka~n-te-wa Villspge.

3¢ pandeonus sticke known as "Te Kai-ni-katebe".

Four gam:s are played with these sticks:-
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