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Adoption. A"baiang,

An interesting eicception to the rule that a man only adopts as a

"Titu" a child alrei dj*- standing to him in that relationsliip in the

"Utn" i.ns OiscloEed in the hearing of a land-complaint.

Male side. Distaff side.
r —-j ( — - j

Burenteaha Tahuae = Hei Teelcotara Teraauai
I I • ^Nei Teraoua TeauDa(m. ITei Teriha) Ka^roa

Tea|̂ ^~ O "brothers) (4 children) (1 "brothe^r") lle^j^Kam'ba

Teanha v.'ss the adopter; fea,ngana.vxs the grandson of hie father's

nteiine "brothei'; ITei hnmha, the granddaughter of his mother's

.V.-r, uterine brother. These tv/o children therefore stooa to nim in the

relationship of GlasSific<atoi7ir son and daughter respectively. But

he adopted them ox; his "Tihu", not his "ilati". The point vas

proTPd "by the eviclence of dozens of vdtnesses, as vxis necessary,•

•because Teau"ba go^ve land to "both children, and a matter of the

the registration of a reTcrEion v/as xnTolved, "Te a'ba n nati"

(land given to one adopted as a nati) is suhject to no reversions,

v/hereas "Te aha n tihu" (land given to one adopted as a tihu) cannot

"be alienated hy the heneficiary, rmist he inherited by his ovai issue,

and in default Of issue must revert to the descendants of the giver,

neither of the adorted. children procreated, and it had to he decided

\vhether their brothers should, inherit, as v/oulc happen in the case

of '"te aha n nati", or the children of the adopter should take

revelsion, as v/ould he correct if the land rcre "te aha n tihu".

So iBa2y old men were witnesses of the adoption that it v/as

impossible to doubt their ovidienoe as to it's nature. The adopted

themselves admitted that they v/ere "Tiha" and not "Hatl", Bat,

nevertheless, the ease is without parallel in the experience of the

old men of the island, and it*s like has not been fotuid elsewhere.
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Adoption. Batarita.rl.

1, Te Tolja, 2, Te Titutitu, 3. Te ITatinati.

1 , Under Tota could "be adopted either a memher of yoeir family or .

a stranger. If a. member of your farailj'- he must he one whom you

woixld classify as a "llati" or a "Tihu", on your Father *s or

Mother*s side. A man could tohana either a girl or a hoy.

2, Te Tihutihu, If you adopted one who was "Tihu", he would he

your Tihu, and the brother or sister of your ovjn grandchildren,

3. Te Natinati, If you. adopted one who was your llati, he became your

child and the brother or sister of your ovn children.

J'-Vy
. . . 7ii

'V'.

If a stranger was adopted under "Toha", he became your ITati

and the brother or sister of your children.

Your ov/n children v.'ould he ashamed to prevent you from adopting

another*D child.

If you happened to he & very old man, and adopted a stranger

who Vyfas young you would call him "Tihu", the brother of your

> grandcMldren,
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