i
.

...
|

!
N

Dr. Davies will be able to en’ gg:'.

I hope
He is confronted by a big

reforms.

L eee—

b 12-1- 3¢

MUSIC IN SCHOOLS

NUCLEUS OF TEACHE
AVAILABLE bR

To the Editor

suggestion wns
e R oo e
] ou ciosed,
commitice, which was a mhmﬁ.’u_
commended that the Mount

and Meloourne —Observatories should
be retained. When the Federal Goy-
crnment approached the States (¢ was
found that they were not all favor-
able to the scheme and required fur-
ther consideration. Prime Min-
ister (Mr. Lyons) then asked the con-
ference of the local branch of the
Institute of Physics General In Mel-

ﬁfﬂlih Obger-

(of a sympathetic nature,

condition of feeling | in
who hear if, provided that they be

Henoe u.:ul,ill object
impossible o acquire too carly a con-' faculties
sclousness of the real value of perhaps
the noblest and most
the arts, and especlally is
applicable in a young <country.

bourne last August to ad
subject. Its rccammmmg: ﬁﬁ
sulted in the proposal that the Mount

Sir—In your summary of views ex-
ressed by prominent hﬂﬂdmuﬁt{:rﬁ ancl
eadmistresses of secondary schools on
the subject of music teaching, both
Mr. W, J. Adey and Mr, J. P, Ward
were crediled with statements  that
may possible cause grave concern to
many competent, teachers [n this State.
I hasten to add that I do not for one
oment believe that these centlemen
meant exactly what thelr words seem
to imply. Mr. Adey says that “quali-
fied teachers were scarce, ang the alm
of Dr. Davies could be achleved only
gradually.” Mr. Ward desires more
music in schools, but adds, “The main
dificulty Is to find the people wit}
the requisite knowledge and: skill to
teach it.” T desire to point out that
¢ have in this State an cssoclation
of qualified muslc teachers, known as
the Musical Association of South Aus-
tralia, working in conjunction with
similar bodies In all States of the
Commonwealth. Amongst the mem-
bers of this assoclation will be found
o considerable number of ladies and
gentlemen  possessing  the necessary
ability. and who, morcover, would wel-
come opportunities to Indulge Lthewr
activities in this dircclion. Dr. Davics,
as patron of the above association,
411 ‘bear me out, I am sure, when 1
affirm that 1{ the existinz difMculties
in connection with the admizslon of
more music study to schools can by
some means be surmounted we can: at

, should be rectalned as
‘tutions; that the other three State ob-
' sérvatorles showld be retalned as edu-

Stromlo and Melbourne Observatories
research Insti-

catlional and ecultural Institutions with
opportunities of research work for thely
stafls; andq that the control of the
State observatories should be modified
by placing each under. the manage-
ment of its adjoining university., The
Iast-mentioned suggestion is particu-
larly interesting to Adelalde, because
for the last two vears Obser-
vatory has been under the control of
the University {n everything except
its AXMANTE aNd the armngement has
proved very satlsfactory. In the old
days the most Important function of
the observatory was to obtaln the time
from the stars and particularly for
navigation, the Royal Observatory at
Greenwich having been built for tha
urpose. It still carries out th
unctions which are now of less im-
portance because of the advent of
wireless. Mount Siromlo Observatory
was founded principally for solar work
by a South Australian, Dr. Walter
. Duffield. its first director, who dled n
few years ago.
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as we are often told, the popular in-
clination s ‘more to sport than
gratification of the aesthetic appeti
1L is sometimes suggested that the
of developing our productive resources
is altogether against the cultivation of
the artistic impulses; but a century ago
this year, grand opera .was produced in
Sydney, within two years of the open- !
Ing of the first Australian theatre, while P
two years later Vincent Wallace mi';,f MUSIC IN SCHOOLS

using In the composition of “Maritana™ !/ = ; a
what leisure he could spare from con-|  PROVISION OF TEACHERS
ducting concerts. Some of the finest| To the Editor &
travelling operatic  companies in the| Sir—I am quite sure that the com
world have found as hospitable & re- by
ception In Australla as they have had
anywhere. What the Commonwealth
would be without its conservatoria,
ledertafels, glee clubs, and musical
crganisations generally, is too dismal
a theme to discuss, It is sufficient to|tha
say that the truth about the arts being
the chief emancipators of the mind has
been exemplified as much in Australia
as in older lands, and, this being so0,
they have as great a claim to be taught
early and developed continuously here|even a few years ago.
as .they have anywhere eclse. proach to music was by the . o

In their power of stimulating end|the voice. only. Now It is through &

] lears and the mind. So, today, In B

elevating, music and poetry have much, jand school teachers of mu&lq ms
in common. Did not Shakespeare liken posséss a thorough ()

to reflect upon
is being done by
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teaching is different fro
Individual in.strul:m and D
methods are quite unlike those
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once provide an efficlent hucleus of
tecachers to =erve as a basls for Lhe
future extension of this very nccessary
branch of musical education.—I an).
Sir, &¢.,

A. WILLIAMSON,

President Musical Associntion of "ﬁ A.

Sotw-— /-3 = D3

7

‘'WORK OF AUSTRALIAN|

OBSERVATORIES

Federal Government

MELBOURNE, July 13.
Comprehensive plans for the more
ecopomical use of ' the ustronomical
observatories in Australla have been
submitted to the Federal Ministry by
the Australlan branch of the Institute
of Physies, following upon the pro-
posals made several :nonths ago to
mturli!:s by closing some of the ob-
'The principal proposal is that the
Mount Stromlo Solar Obsarvatory at
Canberra, and the Melbourne Obser-
vatory should be retained as research
institutlons, and that the other three
State observatories should be retained
' as educational and cultural Institu-
| with opportunities of research
for thelir staffs. The control of
Btate observatories ahould be modi-
by placing each undey the mianage-
nt of its adjoining university and
Mount Stromlo Observatory should
‘be controlled by a sclentific board re-
spansibdle to the Prime Minlster, .
If this reorganisation were under-
taken, the Melbourne Observaiory
would determine the standard time for
the whole of Australla, distsibuting the
M throughout the Common-
alth through the Australian Broad-
casting Commission.

:

iz

§2RT

_Big Changes_Suggested To|

The Abdfrertiser

ADELAIDE: SATURDAY,
JULY 14, 1934.
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MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS

Although Adelalde was certified by
thé late Sir Archibald Strong to be
“one of the -most flourishing musical
centres In Australia,” Dr. Harold
Davies, whom he credited with having
made it so, 1s still far from satisfied.
He finds in the inadequacy of the place
assigned to musle in the curricula ol
our public and privale schools, prl-
mary and secondary, a weak point in
our educational equipment. and as our
varlous educational authorities, have,
at a conference and in subsequent dis-
cussions, signified thedr ful]l agreement
with him, it may be supposed that
some change for the better is not far

: knowledge (a)
them to “sister and brother?”  Cer-|singing and s'ght-reading, (b) of at
tainly music has had no more ardent|and rhythm training, together with

culogists than the poets, of whom the musical  appreciatl and :
greatest wrote— work from eclementary to more B

vanced . They must also b

The man that hath no music in him-|studied mmchn{wr and the arts,

self, : of cass teaching generally. A pert

Nor 15 not moved by concord of sweet|0f the recently lssued “CambriOges

Eaﬁinils. : i : Repcr:.';l woluld %ﬂﬂ Mr. W

or treasons, s gems, and|son and many 1 good ¢t

spoils: now used in

Thai ﬂ'g:ltians of his spirit are dull as Vi
night,

And his afTections dark as Ercbus.

Let no such man be trusted.

{From the same poet we have the as-
isurance that discussion

» « « there Is none 50 stockish, hard,
end full o

But musie Tﬂ?ﬁe time doth change
his nature,
As we are reminded by & contribulor
to last month's “Ninsteenth Century,”
however, if muslic may soothe, it may
also exasperate and inflame. If the evil
spirit was driven out of Saul by the
soft tones of David's harp, is not the
soldier roused by the spirit-stirring
fife, to the “splendid ferocity™ so much
desiderated when relentless killing be-
comes hils duty? Germany being a
land much given fo music, it is nata-
rl to expeet from it a vivid realisation
of 'ils Importance ss a stimulant to
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off. Dificulties are recognised in the
also, a5 was stated by more than one

dearth of stafl teachers With the Te-
quisite knowledge and skill; but, on
the principle of “voulolr ¢'est pouvolr,”
tho difficultles are not lkely to prove
insurmonntable,

There are prosale souls of the Grad-
grind persuasion who think any de-

bread-and-hutter  studies, Including

present multiplicity of subjects taught,

contributor to the symposium, In thejf,

parture from what are called the |t

the nggrressive qualities, and thils, we
are told, is among the matters which
the Nazls have now well in hand. The
Fascists of Italy, whose professed ideal

WELCOME WORKS

Satisfying Performance

“a fusion of tradition and T
modernity,” have left nrational music By Dr. ALEX.
ceverely alone, and it remains, as ib| There was a hearte
was before the errival of Mussolind. |5t the Town Hall on &
“tranquil in spirit and quality, devold| hear the South A
of complexities, showing no &ign of|third concert for
anxiety or strain, impervious almost o

outside influences.” In Cermany it I
otherwise, The Nazis did not

pre-eminently the “three R's,” a mere
waste of time, and who Wwould ftreat
music as belonging rather to thu't_lm-
mental than the useful side of life.
Like one of the early Georges, they
would sec nothing in "boetry and
bainting” to enthise sbout. It 18 8
view that cannot be shared by

acquainted with school concerts
the importance of the study 1ar
soends Its effect In rendering
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life attractive, If the stermer dutics
are to be properly performed

| slrable that they should de
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