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Defending the Government in the
matter of the tuberculosis|
clinic at the Adelaide Hospital, the
Premier says that Dr. Cowan's protest
against the officially sclected site s
“extraordinary”  In a sense, Mr. But-
ler is right.  The medical fraternity
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is notoriously shy of publicity; and it
is certainly “extraordinary” that a man
of Dr. Cowan's standing should so far
depart from the established practice of
the profession, as to write to the press
in an effort to arouse public feeling
against a proposal which he sincerely
believes to be wrong.  That fact alone
should arrest attention, and convince
the layman, who knows himself to be
incompetent to form an opinion, taat
there must at least be grounds here
for hesitation and thought. The treat—
ment of tuberculosis is & matter about
which the public has special reason to
be sympathetically concerned. There
was therefore, a feeling of gratifica-
tion at the announcement that the
clinic was at last to be erected for|
the prosecution of a campaign against
the disease in its carly stages; and a
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W mtil’ we get, unanimity ‘o &

e médical. profeseion. 1

untll Doomsday, and tho
: be used. Goye

nent is act
g on the crmnc rccommcndmmns of
the committee of the BMUA,, and Is golng
ith the work, dwp(!c he fact that
ong or two doztors have changed their
minds, The Government does not change
its mwd ove du' or kW,
ler know ¢t ‘medical

Does At m

e mers told. that wa the only site
axalable, and (hat 72 the only redson
why mmittee agreed to it?" asked
M sccnh

Premier replied that in the first
place mc suhjmm Xetermed (o A/t
Tittes and it w
oc)' \\h!cll
chosen,

r 1at
pomende ity

The, Government would 1ot
Lnlbcr 1.5 decision.

GOVERNMENT FIRM ON

pgree of uneasiness has|
by

Cowan's disclosures. The Government

clation for

Ir it

to
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other course, the delay consequent|
upon & further investigation cannot
be serious; and, whatever the result ot
the enquiry, the minds of all concerned
‘will be sot at rest. If a review of
the whole affair merely justifies the
Inspector-General of Hospitals in op-
position to Dr. Cowan, it will at least
have the effect of allaying tlie present
uncasiness; and Dr. Cowan himself, of
course, must be prepared to accept the
decision of his colleagues, 50 long as
their freedom of judgment is unrestric~
ted by any preliminary offictal decision.
assumed. that the BMA.

matter
th the public, it has the liveliest con-
cern.
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. The resolute tone in which the Pre-
mier and the Chief Secretary have both

The Adfertiser

the

tion of the Government in the matter
of the site of the proposed tuberculosis
clinic, would be eminently fiiting, Iif
Cabinet had been asked to depart from
some political prineiple fundamental to
Liberalism, and had found It necessary
to insist upon its loyalty to the very
basis of its own policy. “The Govern-
ment does not change is mind every
day or two,” says the Premier, &s
though he were in danger of being ac-
cused of some grave Inconsistency on &
question vital to his party platform.
Raised to this plane of high contention,
the reasonable discussion of the skte for
a hospital clinic becomes yirtually im-
possible, The fact cannot be too
strongly insisted on, that the Govern-
ment is not being asked to abrogate a
principle to which it has subscribed, or

pressio

be made available, has written to the
Chief Secretary 1o ask for time to re-
consider the matter, and has called &
meeting for Mondly night. The Pre-
mier says rhetorically that his Govern—
ment c-nne'. “svalt until Doomsday” In
order to obtain unanimity among the
members of the medical profession.,
But it might at lcast be desirable to
wait until Monday, before

to which anyone else is committed, but |

pon the construction of &
clinfe which may be unsatisfactory to

‘haye no personal axe to grind, and thelr
views are entitled to some better re-
ception than curt by the Pre-
mier and Chief Secretary, _
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