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| UNIVERSITY NOT|
TO BLAME

Prof.. Stewart on
Homework

UNFAIR CHARGE’

Although the Director of Education (Mr.
Adey) gaid vesterday that excessive home-
work was due ta the over-zealousness of
teachers rather than to theé examination
bogeéy, many parents blame “‘cramming”

oxams.

Prof. MeRellar Stewart, chaivman of the
Public Examinations Board—which con-
trols the intermediate, leaving, and leaving
honors examinations—eaid in “The News"”

on Thursday that if it were proved thal
hnmmnrk was mjurmus to children of
irem 10 to 13 he would favor, from that
viewpoint, the abolitiop of the interme-
diate test.

In a further contribution to the discus-
rion today, Prof. Stewart said that the
University could not be blamed for any
excessive homework done for the public
examinations,

ONUS ON BOARD MEMEEHS

“The board sctg ayllabuses which are
calculated to entail a reasonable ameunt

placed on the University becausge of the
| entrance qunliﬂmlinnn which it requires.

of work. As the board includes high
ischool head, masters, principals of girls|
and boys’ colleges, and teachers, the onus |
18 o, them to see that the gvliabnses are
not excessive,” said Prof. Stewart.
“Blame for homework is sometimes

But this-is unfair. Only 10 per cent. of
high gchool popils come to the University,
yet the others have to do the same home-
work. A o _

“It is difficult to generalise on the
subject of homework. ut children of 10
to 13 are shooting up like growing plants,
and employment at night—when they
should be asleep—may be injurions. 'r

“Some children take to homework like

S
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lalso learn to relax. The nature of their
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ducks to water; others find it wearisome,
Children must learn to work and mue!

Yome surronndings and whether they are
away from home are aleo factors. It may
be better for some children if they have
plenty of homework to keep them occu-

piled.
INTERMEDIATE PROBLEM

“For the little fellow who does a quar-
ter of an hour's homework it may be
child's play—both figuratively and actu-
ally. And studeniz of 16 or 17 who atudy
for the Leaving Examination are able to
atand the atrain, It is the Intermedilt-e
stage which presents the problem.”

eferring to Prof. Stewart's statemont
about the Intermediate examination, Mr.
Adey paid tmll,r that If the University

in all probability wouldl)
dn examination for mEr Inter-|




