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The lectures provided for by the will
of Lord Gifford, and restricted to sub-
Jects relevant to natural religion, have
been delivered at Scottish Unliver-
sitles by scholars of high standing
in philosophy and sclence. The names
of such men as Lord Balfour and Pro-
fessor Jamcs Ward may be mentioned
In this connection. 'That Sir Willlam
Mitchell should have been invited to
give the lectures in 1924-1926 was a

grailfying recognition of his eminence
as a thinker and wrler on psycholo-
gical and metaphysical subjects. The
E,..ent volume contains the first of

s two series, and deals learnedly
with the place of minds in the uni-
verse. Another volume, reproducing
‘the sccond series, on the power of
minda will naturally follow, The
questions  Sir Willlam handles are
exceedingly  difffcult, affecting the
source, the nature, and the validity of
human knowledge of the universe,
Considerations arising from "ir:cent
scicntific develgpmenis  are  involved.
and cof thesze he shows a masiervy no
less remarkable than the depth of his
understanding ‘of fundamental philo-

sophical problems,
Knowing Is Living

Where Is the mind? Sir - William
mentlons three places, which at first,
Bs he says, do not fit well with one
another. Two of them are in Nature
—one is “the world about us, where
we feel at home": the other is *the
cavity of the skull, where we should
feel in prison.” The third iIs the
mind’s real place—it is to feel, or be
subject. The mental surface is the
gubject, being organised In relation to
object. “The advance from physical
to menfal life advances Nature from
a world of stimuli as causes to a world
of .objects as causes.” Knowing s
living, and not merely & means of liv-
Ing. This principle may seem too
narrow or too abstract. The narrow
reading of it is tha! what is felt by
us occurs In the brain, and that sinec:
all we know has been feli, the brain
is the place of the mind. - There, we
Are to suppose, the mind crowns us in
the cortex as with a halo. “We want
everything to be In space, or in some-
thing, suclhh as ' consciousness. which
may borrow the properties of space.”
Bo it eppears reasonable to assume
that If things are known, knowledge
‘must defer to the siructure of our
minds and their organs. But mental
acts are -very different ' from
any physical acts. “To place
them in space, to place any conscious
Hvln,?. is to place a writer's thoughts in
his lines. meaning is thelirs, but
Is not- there; and the words would not
have been there but for their meaning.
‘Paradise Lost'’ remains on the sheif
day and night; when read and brought
to life it has nothing independent of
its words, and it would not survive
thelr loss. That connexion of thourht
And words is a case of the connexion
of mind and brain.”

Relation Between Mental And Physical

The narrow reading of the principle
with which we started sets a distance
between the menta! experlence and its

i—belween the secing of a light.
say, and the light, This, as Sir Wil-
lam puts it, {s a “surface gull” be-
tween thought and its object. To|

the University of the living line.
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or nhysical correlates, and the error
of the abstract reading is that it fails

to distinzuish between this line and
the living line, not across or beneath
the line between fecling and brain
chenge, that the work of the mind is
dene. The livine line |5 not within
ths bra‘n, but  between seeing the
1'*ht a»nd the light. hearing the music
and th» munsic. The correlation line
within ths brain is between seeing the
H;.*h»:t and the corresponding dbrain
events,

Are Phenomena Only Shadows?

Bui there Is a third and a deeper
gulf. which is inferred from the history
of Nature, Instead of regqardmg phe-
nomena as real parts of Nature, why
not. It is asked, regard them as just
products within us, feelings developed

It is across or bensath |
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from the vague, uneasy sensations of
tinvy _ oreanisms? : Hobbes expressed
2 familiar view when he sald that ‘he
qualities of things are mere mental
seemings and apparitlons, and that
there is nothing outside us except mo-
tions that cause these apparitions. One
answer to this expresses a different
view—that Nature is not the producer;
that Nature' itself is a product, com-
ing from a source to which we must
attribute both Nature and minds, that
source being a world beyond all
knowing across the third or final gulf.
Both these views treat phenomena as
unréal, but while one treats them as
shadows from the mind, the other
treals them as shadows from a Nature
which Is out of knowledge. Sir Wil-
dam considers both extreme
views belter than the traditional view
which makes phenomena hybrids—
‘neither pure Nature, nor pure mind.
But all of them have been express!
rejected by the recent revolutions in
scientific and phllosophical thought,

An Intelligible Universe

The hold that the “gulfs” have had
upon us Sir Willlam traces back to
the placing of mind or feeling in the
head, and that in turn to the tyranny
of conceptions which regard space and
time as independent entitles, and
which have had to give way to the
space-time continuum of relatlivity.
In the last part of his book Sir Wil-
llam discusses the relativilty theory
and the new discoveries in ‘physlcs—
quanta, clectrons, and wave mechanics
—in their bearing on the question
whether we can now have the picture
of an intellizgible universe into whizn
mind will loglcally fit, The world view
generally accepted 'during the last
part of the nineteenth century was that
though the real world, responsible for
the known ones of Nature and mind.
lles beyond knowledge, it nevertneless
gave them common laws which enuld
be found. Structures had cvolved
from lifeless to living., and thenece to
minds and socletles, all exhilbiting the
same laws, More recently the situation
has altered so completely that Weyl
has felt justified In saying that human
reason is now able to follow the intel-
ligence which has planned
verse,

Does The Mind Create Its World?

But have we in truth discovered the
real world? Eddington, reverting to
an ldeallstic vlew, says that “the world
which we have to build from the crude
material 1s the world of perception,
and the process of bullding must de-
Jlmnd on the nature of the pernigien:.“
'ne creative action of the mind “en-
dows with vivid qualities certain selec-
ted properties of the world” It fol-
lows that thp new picture of the world
glven by advan ysics and rela-
tivity has to meet the charge that it
s only an intellcetual concept, or. in
Eddingion's words, that “the has
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that thought separates and connects:
there are the existing thin
wants to grasp, and there Is the organ ;
for grasping them that It has created.” | turer at the University in 1903, and in
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miracles, the course of evolution be-
comes phenomenon of the full or uni-

but regalned from Nature that which
the mind has put Into Nature,” As to
this Sir Willlam says:—*“That may
scem to Increase the grudge against

ake up the old man of Ideallsm
We need be merely a little willing to
ish-heap, and the bur-
Thought slips to one side,
that being Its function in making ob-
Then the objeqt has two parts
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enriched by their work and discoverics.
and, In proportion to its population,
South Australia stands close to the
front rank In its contributions to
sclence,
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