January 25, 1940

lly dear lr. Bryan:

As you probably know, Bill has
peen on Canton Island since the middle of
November. We are keeping ln touch with him
throuzh a local amateur radiophone station and
zsnacze to have a schedule at least once a week
which helps no end as there is no mail service,
practically, to or from Canton these days.

We had a schedule last night
with them and Bill asked me to try and get your
geries of articles on the Equatorial Islands which
hag been running in the Honolulu Advertiser, I
thought possibly you might be planning to make a
book or pamphlet of them, in which casgse I shall
wait and buy a copy. Will you let me know please?
If you have no such plans, I imagine I can write
the Advertiser for the back numbers, At home here
we have been reading these articles from time to
time and enjoylng them very much, especially the
one on Canton.

Bill also asked me to find out
from you whether the Bishop Museum has any pamph-
lets on vascular plants on Jonnson, Canton, etc.

He has "Tropical Gardens" by Kuck and Tong, I
peleive it 1s, but wants something specifically

on these Equatorial Islands, about plants grown

on Islands where there is not much rainfall and
soil. If you could recommend a book on the subject
too I should be grateful,

I do not care to depend upon the°
selection Patten's might meke for me if I gave them




. *4 free hand in the matter so I am going to ask
you ifiyou would mind recommending an authority
on each of the following so that I can order the
pbooks by name when I do write Patten's:

A book on Pacific fish, either
game or troplcal fish, with des-
criptions -- to be used as a
refierence,

A Dbook on coral or coral for-
mations. Also to be used ag a
reference.

You can see from this that the
voys intend to do a heap of studying, along with
their field work, for apparently Canton is a
marvelloug observation field for such studies,

I do feel rather forward in imposing upon you g
this extent as I know what a busy person you are
but we do want the best practical authorities on
these subjecls and feel that no other person 4n
Honolulu 1s better fitted than you to advise yg._

The Young Hopeful and I shalj
join Bill on Canton as soon ag they send anothep
Clipper South which will be in about & month T
think and hope. In the meantime my shopping list
zrows longer and longer, after each talk with Bi11!

I shall look forward to a Tepl
from you and many thanks in advance. J

Yours very truly,

Lox T24
Hilo, Hawaiji



January 26, 1940
Dear Mrs. Mullahey:

This is in reply to your letter dated yesterday, regarding the natural
history of Canton Island,

Except for my series of articles, there is precious little non-technical
and yet accurate published information available concerning most of the
Central Pacific Islands., That is why I am writing the series. It will
consist of about 45 parts, and when completed, some time next July, I hope
to be able to reprint the whole of ig in book form, with numerous photographss

I cannot recommend anything which specifically describes the plants, birds,
fish, shells, etcs of Cantone This is true principally because elmost no one
outside of this Museum has made & scientific study of the islandse

There are only about & dozen species of plants found on Canton, yet I
doubt if you would be able to find any one publication which would contain
deseriptions of them by which an amateur could recognize them. Dr. E.
Christophersen wrote up the results of the Whippoorwill expedition botany
in a bulletin (no,44 of Bishop Muscum) called Vegetation of Pacific equatorial
islandse MNost of the plants found on Canton are noted in thet publicatlon,
but not described; and as the expedition did not go to Canton, there is no list
of what is to be found there.

Mejor G.A.Buddle, who was & member of the New Zealand eclipse expedition,
wrote a paper, "Notes on the birds of Canton Island," published in the Records
of the Auckland Institute aid Museum, vil.2, noe3, Nov.l7,1938., But while he
lists the species which ere there, about 20 species, he does not describe them.

Jordan and Evermann's Shore fishes of the Hawaiian islands, a book which is
now out of print and hense very expensive im buy, probably contains descriptions
of & good share of the species of fishes which occur in Canton waters, there is
no way for the person who is not en ichthyologist or an experienced fishermen
to tell which species is which,

I can recommend Dr. C.H.Edmondson's "Reef and shore fauna of Hawaii", for
crabs, shells, etcs., but here again this applies mainly to Hawaiien shores, and
one might have diffieulty in identifying some of the Canton species.

The fact that Mr. Mullahey is interested in the natural history of the island
suggests that others might be also, It occurs to me that, in the absence of good
informetion on these subjects, here is a chance to make a real contribution to
the subjects I realisze that my notes in "American Polynesia™ are too brief and
sketchy for the person who really wants to learn about the matural history of any
particular islande. It would not be difficult for me %o write out some popular
notes on the plants and birdsj and with & little digging I could probably also
produce something which would be of use on the marine life, especially fish and
shells. I would be willing to try, although all of my work on those islands was
on the land plants end animals.




If any of the personnel on Canton would like to collect specimens and
send them up here for identification, we would be glad to try to identify
them, in return for the records of what is to be found on the island, and
permission to keep for the lMuseum a reasonable number of duplicate specimens.

I could write out directions for making such collections, or a copy of
my Heweilan Nature Notes (last chapter) contains directions. [Will sell
copies direct at cost,$1.50, book storss charge $2.00.) 7

I don't know whether the newspaper or the Paradise of the Pacific Hagégine
would be the better medium for publishing such a series, probably the latlters
I will let you know if anything is printeds

With best regards to Mr. Mullashey and yourself, I am

Yours very sincerely,

E, Ho Bryan, Jre,
Curator of Collectionse

Mrs. W. T3 Mullahey,

Box 724,
Hilo, Hawaii.
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MEMORANDU
Qonfidential, 13th February, 1940,
Proms=- Tot=-
The Officer in Charge, The Acting Secretary,

Phoenix Is. Settlement Scheme, Western Pscific High Commission,

at Suva, Fiji Islands. Suva, Fiji Islands,

As I am under orders to leave Suva on the 2nd March for
the purpose of writing up the Historical Report on the Central
Pacific Equatorisl Islands at Beru Island it will be necessary
for me (on Mr, P.D. Macdonald's estimate) to go through over
40,000 Minute Papers, as well as the bound volumes of reports
in the High Commission office, in order to sort out the material
to be teken, which will comprise several hundred Minute Papers
and a few bound volumes, Mr., Macdonald has found in practice
that 1t 1s impossible to deal with more than 3,000 files in a
full day's work, and it will therefore be necessary for me to
be relieved of all other duties if I am to hsve any prospect of
completing my tesk before the date of sailing.

I feel that you should be informed in advance that it
will be necesssry, in order to prepare the report, to tske with
me, smong other Secret files, current Minute Papers 50 (8) / 36 -
2 vols, and 98 (8) /36 - 5 vols, These Minute Papers contain
much essentisl information without which the report could not
be written,

In order that I may be in a position to order the necessary

stores I should be grateful if I might be informed whether I am

correct in



g

correct in assuming that I shall be returning to Fiji on the
;.a. 'John Willisms', which is due to arrive at Suva on the
5th or 6th June, This would enasble me to have time, provided
my other duties while on Beru are confined to essential

administrative work, to complete my report before my return.
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WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION GAZETTE.
FRIDAY, 29th March, 1940. .

RULES FOR GILBERTESE SPELLING.

1. That the letter B shall be used as the symbol
to represent the B and P and intermediate sounds in
Gilbertese words, This rule shall extend to foreign
words incorporated into the Gilbertese language, though
the discretionary use only of P may be allowed for
those foreign words wiltten in the original with P.
Examples: Tabiteusa, Abemamsa, rabakau, buoka, kabo,
aba; Beberuare (February), Buranti (France), batika
EbiCycle), boki (book), boti (boat); but Bauro or Pauro

Paul), bentira or pentira (pencil), beki or peki (pig),
beba or pepa (paper?.

20 That the single speech sound variously written
as G, N, or Ng shall be written as Ng only. Example:;
Rongorongo, kanganga, Abaiang, Matang, ngaina, ngke.

3e That hyphens shall not be used to indicate
suffixed possessive pronouns and the preposition N or Ni.
This rule shall apply also to compound words forming single
concepts. Examples: Barau, not bara-u; anganai, not
angan-ai; i1 buakoia, not 1 buako-ia; abana, not aba-na,
umani ben, not uma-ni ben; bati n tamaroa, not bati-n tamaroa;
aonaba, not ao-n-aba; aontano, not ao-n-tano.

Lie That diacritical signs shall not be used.
Examples: Ba, not B'@ (rock or oil); mane, not m'ane
(male or money); kan,“not k&@n (near or fruit stem);
maka, not mika (fear or power); kawa, not kawa (villages);
wa, not wa (canoces).




WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION GAZETTE.
FRIDAY, 29th March, 1940.

RULES FOR GILBERTESE SPELLING.

10 That the letter B shall be used as the symbol
to represent the B and P and intermediate sounds in
Gilbertese words, This rule shall extend to foreign
words lncorporated into the Gilbertese language, though
the discretionary use only of P may be allowed for
those foreign words wiritten in the original with P.
Examples: Tabiteuea, Abemama, rabakau, buoka, kabo,
aba; Beberuare (February), Buranti (France), batika
ibicycle), boki (book), boti (boatg; but Bauro or Pauro

Paul), bentira or pentira (pencil), beki or peki (pig),
beba or pepa (paper).

2e That the single speech sound variously written
as G, N, or Ng shall be written as Ng only. Example:
Rongorongo, kanganga, Abaiang, Matang, ngaina, ngke.

Se That hyphens shall not be used to indicate
suffixed possessive pronouns and the preposition N or Ni.
This rule shall apply also to compound words forming single
concepts. Examples: Barau, not bara-u; anganai, not
angan-ai; 1 buakoia, not i buako-ia; abana, not aba-na,
umani ben, not uma-ni ben; bati n tamaroa, not bati-n tamaroca;
aonaba, not ao-n-aba; aontano, not ao-n-tano.

Lo That diacritical signs shall not be used.
Exemples: Ba, not B'® (rock or oil); mane, not m'ane
(male or money); kan, not k@n (near or fruit stem);
maka, not mika (fear or power); kawa, not kawa (villages);
wa, not wa (cances),
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No. 789/C3/18.

FROM the Senior Chemidt.
TO the Secretary, Western Pacific High Commission,
Through the Director of Agriculture,
SUBJECT : TODDY.
(Date) 3rd April, 1940.

General Co sition: The average composition
of unfermented toddy as established by chemists in Malaya,
Ceylon, India, and the Phillipines agrees closely with the
following figures:

Density at 15/15 C 3 1,07

Total Solids 17.50 per cent

s

trace

Acidity (acetic acid)

Ash : O.40 per cent
' Sucrose : 16,50 per cent
Invert Sugar ¢ trace

Nitrogenous Compounds 0.60 per cent
Fermentation Processes: Immediately after the
sap has been collected it begins to ferment in the following
menner, (1) the sucrose is converted to invert sugar by the
enzyme invertase (2) the invert sugar is fermented by the
yeast with alcohol as the main product (3) as the alcohol
accumulates it is converted into acetic acid by bacterial
action. Actions (2) and (3) proceed together at rates
dependent on temperature, coneentrations of reacting
materials and, in neral, ander clean collectiong con-
ditions, reaction (2) proceeds at a greater rate, Reaction
(3) is rapid under eonditions favourable to the development
of the bacterium such as the collection of the sap in dirty
containers or permitting it to ferment in unclean vessels.

Local Toddy: The samples submitted were all in
active fermentation so that it was not possible to es-

tablish the composition of the unfermented sap although

it probably does not vary much from the average figures
recorded above. An Analysis was made of a sample which had
been fermenting for just under 24 hours with the following
results:

1.074
14.99 per cent

Density at 15/15 C
Total Sollds

Aeidity : 0.30 per cent
Ash : 0,20 per cent
Suerose ¢ 005 per cent
Invert Sugar : 12,30 per cent

Aleohol : 1.72 per cent



Al

The alcohol content varied as follows: 24 hours - 1.72%,
L8 hours - 2,60%, 72 hours - 5.23%. After 72 hours the
toddy also contained 1.27% acetic acid.

Uses: In Ceylon and Malaya toddy is used as a
sweet beverage but not if fermentation has proceeded more
than 24 hours. Up to 24 hours fermentation, the alcohol
content corresponds to that of a light ale and the drink
is refreshing and stimulating. After 24 hours under
clean conditions the alcohol will increase up to &t but
usually considerable amounts of acetic acid and other
products are produced at the expense of the sugar and
alcohol. Toddy should not be consumed after 24 hours unless
fermentation is arrested.

Toddy with en alcoholic content of 6% can be
converted into a strong alcoholic spirit of from 55% to
90% proof spirit by distillation of the fermented material.
Considerable quantities of this spirit known as "arrack"
is produced in Malaya, Ceylon, India, and the Phillipine
Islands under strict Governmental supervision.

In Ceylon and Malaya the sap is sometimes
concentrated for the production of sugar. The preparation
known as "jaggery" is obtained by the evaporation of the
material after fermentation has been arrested by the
addition of a small guantity of bark rich in tannin.

Finally, a good class of vinegar can be obtalined
by permitting acetic acid fermemtetion %6 continue until
the aleohol is used up.

Claims have been advanced for treatment of beriberi
with toddy. This is not due to the presence of vitamin B4
in the sap of the coconut but to the rapid development of
yeasta whieh possess the property of being able to syntheaise
the vitamin in the course of normal metabolism. On account
of the high sugar percentage toddy constitutes an excellent
medium for the development of mgicro-organisms. In order to
obtain maximum effects in the treatment of beriberi it is
essential to stimulate the growth of yeasts and limit the
development of undesirable organisms. This can be aoccom-
plished by fermenting the sap under clean conditions so that
alcoholic fermentation is in excess of acetic acid fermenta-
tion. A rough guide to vitamin B4 activity could be obtained
by the approximate assessment of the number of yeast cells
in a cubie centimeter of the fermented toddy by microscopic
examination and a more potent preparation could be obtained
by concentration and standardisation against the pigeon unit.
The value of toddy in the treatment of beriberi is dependent
entirely on the activity of yeast and where preparations
such as "marmite" and other standard products are not avail-
able or not easily obtainable the use of teddy both as a
prophylactic and in treatment is of distimect value.

(8sgd.) W.J. BLACKIE,
Senior Chemist,



; Q)%TA_I_I._S OF MANUFACTURE /= BRAY'S EMULSION.

Bray's Emulsion was introduced by Dr. G. W. BRAY at Nauru Island in
1026:in an endeavour to introduce vitamin B into the diet of the
infants., It is presumed that the Emulsion contains vitamin B, as it
is made from yeast, but as far as I can ascertain there is ho rrecord
of any determination of the amount of vitamin B contained thereig, if
any, and some recent work indicated@ that many yeasts are deficient or
lacking in vitamin B, The Emulsion when first introduced effected a
dramatic improvement in the annual infantile mortality, but sineel1935

results have not been satisfactory. There is no evidence for or agains
the yeast in this connection,

Bray's Emulsion is made as follows s The sap or juice from the

green spathe of the coconut ttee is collected, the prdduct of many
trees being pooled. This is then fermented for five days in 2-gallon
glass bottles in a light airy room protected from direct sunlight.

The yeast sinks to the bottom of the bottle, and the supernatant J
fluid can then be siphoned,off. The yeast is then poured out of the |
bottle into a collectiﬂﬁaiwashed with fresh water to remove the major
part of the alcoholic fluid and is t hen stored until required. A 3
small quantity of chloroform may be added to preserve it, and it
should if possible be kept f&n a refrigerator,

For use, the yeast is mixed with an e qual quantity of cod-liver oil.
The dose usually recommended at Nauru is one teaspoonful per day for
infants 3-6 months; two teaspoonsful 6-9 months and t hree teaspoonsful

9=-12 months, but the actual dosage depmmds largely on the laws of
Supply and 5emand.

For breast fed infants, it is also logical to administer the Emulsion
to the mother.

/w {GA‘.__ LA

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL OFFICER.
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MEMORAI{DUM,
14th April, 1940,
From:- To;s=
H.E. Maude, Esq., The Acting Secretary,
at Suva, Fiji. Western Pacific High Commission,

Suva, Fiji.

0ld Papers of Historical Importance filed in
the High Commission Office.

During the course of certain recent work
which involved consulting the earlier documents in
the High Commission office a number of documents were
found, written prior to, or at the date of, the
establishment. of the Protectorate in the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Colony, which are of considerable
historical interest. In particular several of them
would be of great assistance when compiling the
proposed history of the Colony for use in schools
and in preparing historical data on the Colony for
‘publication in the proposed government periodical on
Fiji and Western Pacific Studies,

2« I should be most grateful if I might be
permitted to type, or have typed, copies of a few of
these documents of especial histbrical importance, on

the understanding that an extra typed copy of any
mamuscript at present unbound is made for record in

the High Commission office. This procedure would be
particularly




it

particularly important in cases where the original

manuscript is showing signs of wear and tear.

_-/-’-_
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

No. 4 oF 1928.]

In the name of His Majesty GEORGE THE FIFTH
by the Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas
King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India.

By His Excellency Sir EyRe Hutson, Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order
of Saint Michael and Saint George, His
Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner for
the Western Pacific.

re.s.] Evyre Hursox,
High Commissioner.

PursuanT to the powers vested in me by section
68 of the Gilbert and Ellice (Customs) Regula-
tion No. 2 of 1912 T do hereby order and declare
that on and after the 1st day of January, 1929,
the goods enumerated in this Proclamation shall
be exempted from the pavment of Customs dues
on importation into the Colony, that is to say :—
Printing and book-binding machinery and
appliances, type and lithograph appliances
and component parts thereof, imported by
religious bodies to be used solely in the pro-
duction of books, periodicals or other printed
matter of a religious or educational nature,
but so that in every case it shall be proved
by the importer to the satisfaction of the
Collector of Customs that the particular
article or articles in respect whereof the
exemption aforesaid is claimed has or have
been imported solely for the aforesaid use.

2. Proclamation No. 7 of 1923 is hereby
amended by the addition to the Second Schedule
thereof (Exemptions) of the articles hereinbefore
mentioned.

Whereof let all men take notice and govern
themselves accordingly.

Given under my hand and the Seal of the
Western Pacific High Commission at Suva
in the Colony of Fiji this twenty-ninth day
of October in the year of our Lord one
thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight.

By Command,

H. G. PILLING,
! Secretary to the Western Pacific
M.P. 2888/28. High Commission.

Suva, Fiji: Printed by J. J. McHuGH,

printer to the Governmient of His Britannic Majesty’s High Commission for the Weste

1928.

rn Pacific.
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No. 1507.

OrFicE oF THE HiGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,

Suva, FrijI.

17th May, 1940,

Sir,

I am directed by the High Commissioner
for the Western Pacific to inform you that, with
the approval of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, His Excellency has been pleased, under
Section two of the Native Lands (Amendment)
Ordinance 1940, to select you for appointment to
the post of Chief Lands Commissioner for the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony.

2, Upon your assumption of your new duties
as Chief Lands Commissioner you will receive a flat
salary of £850 per annum, when your present con-
solidated travelling allowance of £75 per annum as
Lands Commissioner, Gilbert Islands, will lapse;
but you will be eligible to draw the usual sub-
sistence allowances when absent from your Head-

quarters.
e You will retain membership of the Colonial
Administrative

H.E. Maude, Esquire, M.B.E.,

Native Lands Commissioner,

Gilbert Islands

at, Suva.



ol

Administrative Service and the present fixed salary
of the post will be subject to re-consideration on
the introduction of certain reorganization proposals,
which are pending.

4, The date from which your promotion will
take effect will be communicsted to you later, and

I am to state that the salary of the post will be

payable to you from the date on which you assume
your new duties.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient, servant,

e

Acting Secretary to tpe High Commission.
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Points for Discussion.

Phoenix Islands Settlement Scheme.

1z.
13.
14,
15,
16.
LT
18.
19,
20,
21,
22,
28,
e4,

25,

Future Settiement Programme

Finance of the Settlement Scheme

Services of Mr. G. B. Gallagher

Chartering of Vessels to complete the Scheme

Chartering of the m.v. "John Williams V".

Future of Gardner Islend.

District Hospital for Sydney Island.

Communication between Ship and Shore in the Phoenix Islands.
Wireless Sets for the Phoenix Islands.

Official Nomenclature for the Phoenix Islands

District Headquarters in the Phoenix Islands.

The Phoenix Islande and the Closed District Ordinance.
Plenting of Phoenix, Birnie, and McKean Islands.

Land required for Air purposes on Hull Island.

Mr. J. W. Jones.

Eunployment of Phoenix Islanders.

Secrecy of British Operations in the Phoenix Group - Confidential.
Proposed Canton Island Post Office.

Canton Island Postal Arrangements.

Canton Island - Ordering of Stores through Pan American Airways.

Canton Island

Ordering of Supplies through Ocean Island.

Canton Island

Position of Administrative Officer.
Canton Island - Status of the Island.

Mr. J, Fleming, Canton Island =~ Confidential.

Request that His Excellency shall visit the Phoenix Group.

Other Points.




Qther Points.

26.
DA
<8.
29,
30.
) b

3.

Future of the Native Lands Commission, Gilbert Islands.
Small Change.

Savings Banks.

Tokelsu Islands

Christmas Island

Caroline, Vostok, end Flint Islends.

Blasting of Reef Passsages.

Book on Gilbertese History for use in Native Schools.




Non = Phoenix. : For His Excellency.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Future of the Native Lands Comnission, Gilbert Islands.

It is earnestly requested that the Native Lands Commnission
should be permitted to continue its work at the earliest
opportunity. I have been Native Lands Comnissioner for over

5 years (since the 1st July, 1934) and during that time have had
the opportunity of doing only 3% months lands work. This is
probably inevitable, and it may be doubted whether the situation
will be much changed during the next 5 years., It is submitted,
therefore, that.an Assistant who can be trained to take over the
duties of Native Lands Comnissioner 1s essential and it is o
understood that this necessity is now acknowledged generally.

The difficulty in the past has been a practical one, in as much
as all officials in the government either categorically declined
to be considered as future Lands Comnnissioners or were manifestly
unsuited temperamentally for the positién. Fortunately,
however, one of the three new Cadets, Mr, G, B, Gallagher, has
unexpectedly proved to have a definite flair for lands work and
the temperament necessary for a Lands Comnissioner; I believe
that he is, furthermore, willing to devote himself to lands work.

which
I would strongly recommend that this opportunity,/may never oceur

again, should be taken advantage of and that Mr. Gallagher
should be definitely attached to the Lands Comnission as

assistant.

The paramount importance of the Native Lands Commission to the
native comnunity needs no emphasizing, as it has been continuous-
ly reiterated by every Resident Comwnissioner, and every other
Buropean with a knowledge of the Gilbertese native, for the last

thirty years, Just as it is the most vital Department of the

government, from the point of view of the native, so it is a

Department




SO

Department which ought never to be allowed to cease activities,

even though to enable it to continue it is necessary to retrench

on other branches of government work,




Non Phoenix.

(1)

(2)

For His Excellency.

Small Change.

The position with regard to small change is getting
steadily more acute in this Colony. No Change can now

be obtained from the Colony government, the Native
Governments, Post Office, Missions, Traders, Co=operative
Societies or individuals. Natives have to resort to such
expedients as owning shares in pound notes, traders pay
their change in matches, and as a government official I
have been either paying to the nearest shilling in excess
of the amount owed and standing the difference personally
or tossing a coin to decide who should have the shilling.

Natives wishing to purchase a penny stamp have been forced

to buy 12 at a time.

The position was reported to Sir Murchison Fletcher on his
visit to the Group in 1931 and orders were given that it

was to be remnedied imnediately. The situation is, however,
far worse now and it would be hard to exaggerate the
paralysing effect on native economic life. It is submitted
that several thousands of pounds in 6d. 3d. 1d and #d coins
should be provided by the Treasury and forced into
circulation by Administrative Officers, who could be
ingtructed to pay at least a fifth of all sums under £5

in coins of less than 1/- in value, in sddition to a fifth

of all Imprests given to Native Governments.




Non Phoenix,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

For His Excellency.

Savings Banks.,

Some time ago the Auditor reported in favour of the
institution of a Savings Bank system in the Colony.
Officers were later asked for their views and I believe
that all, with the single exception of the Treasurer, were

enthusiastically in favour of the proposal.

It is submitted that a Savings Bank system is urgently
needed in this Colony, that it would be one of the greatest
benefits which we could offer to the tax-payers, that it
would largely pay for itself, and that the burden of the
work would fmll, not??he Treasury, but on Administrative
Officers, who are able and anxious to perform this service
to the community. The Treasury staff has recently been

increased and should be able to cope with the slight

additional work without difficulty.

At present the government gives absolutely no encouragement
to thrift and the native is, as a consequence, afforded

no opportunity to better his condition in life. The
economic life of the comnunity is stifled and natives have
nothing to fall back on during times of drought and

misfortune.

Of particular benefit to Native Co=operative Societies
would be an arrangement by which they could transmit funds,

through the government, to firms in Sydney.




(a)

For His Excellency.

Tokelau Islands

Any possibility of islands coming under us?

Christmas Island

Any hopeof the Gilbertese being permitted to
settle the island?

Caroline, Vostok, and Flint Islands

May I visit on next trip of "Nimanoa" to Phoenix,

Islands appear to be ideal for settlement purposes.




For His Excellency.

Blasting of Reef Passages.

(a) Great benefit of this.vote to the natives, Dprobably
exceeded by no other subhead in the Colony

Estimates.

(b) May it please be increased with particular
emphasis on the Central and Southern Gilbert

Islands,




(b)

For His Excellency.

Books on Gjlbertese History for Native Schools,

Material all ready, if government will give me 3

weeks to write it.

Mr. Mayhew writes asking why delay.




MEMORANDU M,

From: -
Tne Native Lends Commissioner,
Gilbert Islands,

at Suva, Fiji. |

To: The Acting Secretery,
Western Pacific High Commission,

Suvs,, Fiji.

Reorganization of Native Lands Work

in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands

Colony.

The epproval of the Secretary of State to
the proposals for the reorganization of native lands
work in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony con-
tained in His Excellency's despatch No. 43 of the 28th
Februery, undoubtedly removes at & stroke most of the
difficulties hitherto hampering the progress of
settlement. The following few points, which lergely
concern the relationship between Administrative
Officers and lsnds work, are being brought up for the
Tavour of His Excellency's decision in order that
a detailed campaign of lands settlement may be drswn

up without delsy.

Numerical




Numerical strength of District Administration

necessary for effective work.

& Under the Native Governments Ordinance
1940, the primary work of lands settlement is to be
underteken in future by the Native Governments them-
selves, sitting as Native Lands Courts. At the same
time, Administrative Officers, after passing their
lower standard language examinstions, are to receive
a short intensive training in native lands customs and
the procedure of lands settlement before being appoint
-ed Native Lends Commissioners. They will then hear
appeals from the decisions of the various Lends
Courts within their Districts end, as occasion
offers, overteke the arrears of lands work in the
1slends on which they are for the time residing by
hearing additional lands cases as Courts of first
instance, The Chief Lends Commissioner will be the
Co-ordinating authority on which the ultimate direc-
tion of the scheme will rest - he will have both
appellate end primery jurisdiction end in addition
the task of keeping the Colony lands records snd
training and assisting the Administrative Officers in
lands work, both directly by practicsl demonstration
and written instructions and indirectly by codifying
the various native customs with regerd to land

inheritance
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inheritance and transmission.

5. It will be at once seen that the success of
the scheme outlined above must primerily depend on
there being & sufficient staff of Administrative
Officers to enable the efficient working of the
Department of District Administration .  Should short
age of staff meke it necesssry in future, as it hss
almost continuously in the past, for one officer to
control several districts and at the same time perform
a never-ending series of minor treasury and customs
duties, there will be little prospect of him finding
any time Tfor any but routine clerical work. The
paragraphs following are, therefore, an attempt to
establish the optimum number of officers necessary,
while the various Districts are divided up as at
present, if the Department of District Administration
is to function as an efficient unit.

4, With the removal of Colony headquarters to
Abemams, there will be 7 permanent posts, normally
reserved for Cadet officers, which should never be
left unfilled. These are as follows -

Five District posts as Administrative Officer:
Ocean Islend District
Northern Gilbert Islands District
Southern Gilbert Islands District
Ellice Islands District

Line Islands District.
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Two specialist posts:

Chief Lands Commissioner

Secretary to Government,
In addition to these 7 basic posts one officer, at
the very minimum, will invariably be undergoing in-
struction of some kind, either in the Colony Secre-
tariat, the Treasury Department, or from the Chief
Lands Commissioner, It is earnestly hoped, farther-
more, that the present invalusble system by which
Cadets are brought in, from time to time, to recover
their sanity and sense of proportion by work in Figi
will be continued snd the privilege extended to all
Cadet Officers in the Colony service, irrespective of
district in which they sre serving; (it is urged, in
this connexion, that a Cadet officer serving in Ocean
Island is scarcely less éubject to nervous strain
and loss of mental balance than one resident in Beru
or Funafuti, though the proximate csuse may be
different). It will be seen, therefore, that two
extra officers are normslly required in addition to
the seven posts mentioned above, i.e. -

1 Cadet officer undergoing specislized instruc-
tion locally;
1 Cadet officer temporarily seconded for duty
in Fiji, or engaged in special duties (as
detailed below).

It is necessary, if the new scheme of lands settlement

is
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is to have a fair chance, that at any given period
during the next three years at least one cadet should
be receiving instruction in lands work end, while it
may be reasonably argued that at times no officer
will be on duty in Fiji, it must be remembered st the
same time that no provision has been made for any
spare officer being available for the innumersble
special duties, such as settlement schemes, drought
relief, legislative and census work eand the like,
which in practice hsave been the full time occupation
of the present Lends Commissioner since his sppoint-
ment. It is considered that these two additional
unallocated officers are, therefore, the minimum
number which must be provided if District Administra-
tion is, in future, to run efficiently.

o,  According to the leave and passage-  rules
contained in the Reorganization Report, approximately
8 quarter of the administrative steff will be on leave
at any given moment. The position, under the exist-
ing leave rules, is much the same. It is necessary,
therefore, to provide an additionsl three Cadets as
relieving officers for those on lesve, unless the
rules are to be of only theoretical application,
with the inevitable and expensive aftermath of
physical and nervous breskdowns.

It will be seen from the foregoing that the

minimum
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minimum staff requirements for an efficient Colony
Administrative Service is twelve Cadet Officers,
allocated as follows -

In charge of Districts ... )

In specialist posts N ke 2

On special duties or
undergoing instruc-

tion S, 2
Relieving those on
leave Siere D
Total: g

This total is based on the assumption that the Northen
and Central Gilbert Islands Districts are to be per-
manently merged into one and that no officer will be
required at present for the newly formed Phoenix
Islands District.
B. To meet these minimum requirements we hsve
at present on the Colony strength -
Three Administrative Officers :-
Swinbourne
Armstrong
Keegan.
One Secretary to Government :-
Certwright.
One Lands Commissioner:-
Maude.
Two Passed Cadets:-
Wernham

Bevington.
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Two Cadet Officers:-
Gallagher
Iremonger
or a total of nine officers. It is understood that
o Tarther Cadet is at present on his way from Great

Britain, which will bring our strength up to ten.

Recommendation I.

It is recommended, therefore, that the

Secretary of State should be requested by telegraph
to select two farther Cadets for the Colony Service
or that, alternately, one Cadet should be asked_for

end the possibility considered of trensferring the

second Cadet from either the British Solomon Islands

Protectorate or Fiji. 1t should be noted, however,

that this recommendstion meskes no allowance for the

possible retirement of liajor Swinbourne, who hes

passed the age limit of 55, or the transfer of Mr.

Armstrong.

The Appointment of Native Lends Commissioners.

e In the past few Administrative Officers
have considered the settlement of native laend dis-
putes to lie within the sphere of their duties, the
vast majority having been only too glad to leave the
work to a specislist officer. It is most important,
therefore, that in future all Administrative Officers

should not only become accustomed to considering

lands
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lands settlement work as an integral and important
pert of their duties but also that they should have
the necessary available time for devoting to this
work. Steps towards the latter end can be seen in
the present attempts to reduce the volume of Treasury
and Customs work being done by Administrative
Officers, perticularly at Taraws, snd to increase the
Native Clerical staff attached to each District
headquarters.

Recommendation II.

With regard to the first point it is

recommended thnat each Cadet, on passing nhis lower

stendard languege examination, shnall be seconded for

approximately three months practical instruction in

lands settlement work under the Chief Lands Commis-

sioner, and that appointments as Native Lands Com-

migsioners should be made by the Resident Commissioner

on the recommendation of the Chief Lands CommisSsioner,

following upon, and as &a result of, this course.

8. It is urged, farthermore, that all Adminis-
trative Officers should be required, as a condition
of their farther advancement in the service, to
qualify as Native Lends Commissioners and undertske
lends work in their districts, and to this end
attention is directed to Recommendation XXXI. in the
Re-Orgenization Report on tihe Gilbert and Ellice

Islands Colony which requires that "within six years

of
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of the date of original eppointment, Administrative

Officers should be required to pass examinations in
(d) lower stenderd of the native langusege not
already teken; snd
(e) higher standard of the language taken prior

to confirmation. "

Recommendation TR

It is recommended that the following re-

quirement should be added to those proposed above -
"and to have —

(f) undergone a course of instruction to the

satisfaction of the Chief Lends Commis— .

sioner, in the customs governing tne

inheritence and transmission of native

land and the procedure used in settling

native land disputes.™

The Integrsation of Administrative and

Lends Work.

9. The main aim of the present reorgenization
1s to prevent the work of lands settlement from becom-
ing the preserve of & separate and specialized
department snd to keep it as part and parcel of the
normel work of District Administration. That this
policy is the correct one is, I think, undeniable,
for lands settlement work is bound up with so many
other aspects of District Administration that it is

often impossible to state where one begins and the

other




W 10-_

other ceases. Farthermore if Administrative
Officers are to be persuaded to consider the settle-
ment of lands disputes as & part of the normal work
of administration it is importent that they should
be controlled in lends matters not by an officisl of
another department but by a senior member of the
Department of District Administration itself,

10. This principle of tine Lands Commissioner
being a member of the Department of District Adminis-
tration was observed in the case of the former Lands
Commissioner, Sir A.F. Grimble, who was a First
District Officer and Lends Commissioner, and in Fiji
with Ratu Sukuna. It has also been approved by the
Secretary of Stete in my own case that the Chief Lands
Commissioner shall in future be'graded as an Adminis-
trative Officer, Grade 1.

Recommendat;oﬁ IV,

It is urged, therefore, that on the appoint-
ment of the Chief Lends Commissioner, the post should
not be converted into & separate department but that,
precisely as Lands Commissioners are in future to be
Administrative Officers in the Department of District
Administration, the Chief Lends Commissioner should,
pending reorgenization, be classed as a Senior Ad-

ministrative Officer within the same Department.

14th May, 1940.
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MEMORATNDTUHMN.

From:-
The Native Lands Commissioner,
Gilbert Islands,
at Suva, Fiji. :
To: The Acting Secretary,
Western Pacific High Camission,
Suva, Fiji.

ma@pmnldthewetaryofatatetohc
Gﬂggr& “iqr tie r; 1% colmar;ag{:dlm m? %hnw"u
sals organizaticn i g _
' tho mm rmvur,a “ltrm

gunmermmumutaumm!nm
the Native Govermments tm-al'ru l:l.tting as Native Lands
Courts. Atmmw,
mwm-malmsmﬂ tim amto _
receive a short intensive native lands customs and
the procedure of lands uttlmt before bnng inted Native
Lands Cammiscsioners, !hq‘ﬂlmw -:I:!m‘th-

work, \:tl

customs with

3 ﬂrmuaimcnmthtthommntthﬂ_
schame
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scheme outlined ebove must primarily depend on there being a
sufficient staff of Administrative Officers to enable the
efficieont working of the Department of District mmmten.
Should sho: rt-ge of staff moke 4t necessary in future

has almost 1mou31y in the past, for one orr:l.c&r Eo
several districts and at the m tims
series of minor tmmy and customs thsre will be

14ttle proppeet of him finding any time fm- any put routine
elerical works. The peragrephs following are, therefore, an
attempt to esteblish the optimm number of officers Msasry.
while the various Districts sare divided Wy as at present

if the Depariment of District Administration is to function as
an efflieient unit,

Lo With the removal of Colony headguarters to Abemema
there will be Toemmonent posts, mmmmmmcm
officers, which should never be left unfilled, These are as

TolloWws =

Five Diptrict pastu as Aaninistative Officer:
Ogean Island
llartham eﬁ?ﬁm nuw.ct.
Gilbert Islands District.

m_um Islands Distriet.
Line Islands District.

Two specialist pogtse:

Chief Lends Commissioner
Secretary to Govermment.

In addition to these 7 basie posts one officer, at thse very
mmunmﬂymmm hmd:amnﬂ.,
elther in the Colony Secrctariat, the Treaswry Department, or
fram the Chiof Londs Camissioner, ﬁumm
W,Mttmmmuﬂh‘m their
of on by work im Fiji be

5e contained
in the R t on Rep eh' a of the
ms.mm ve staff ‘no on at any given .
The position, wnder the existing leave rwles, is the
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same, It is necessary, therefore, to provide an additional
three Cadets as relieving officers for those on leaye, unless
the rules are to be of only theoretical application, with the
inevitable and expensive aftermath of physical and nervous

I% will be seen from the foregoing that the minimum
stafl ts for an efficient Colomy Administrative
Service Jualvg Cadet Officers, allocated as follows =

 In chavge of Distriets ... 5
In specialist posts e
On speecial duties or

2
undergoing instructions ... 2
Relieving those on leave ..o 3.

Zotal: -
This total is based on the assumption that the Worthern and
Central Gilbert Islands Districts are to be permanently merged
into one and that no officer will be required at present for
the newly formed Phoenix Isglands District.

é.r' To meet these minimm requirements we have at present
on the Colony sirength - ”

Thepee Administrative Officers:~
Swinbourne

One Searebary to Govermment ;-
Cartwright,

One Lends Comiscioner;e
Mauds.

|

Two Passed Cadets:-
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Office of the High Commissioner
for the Western Pacifiec,
suva, Fiji,
ist Jyly, 1940.

Camnissioner for Native Lends, “eilbert Inlnm-,
relative to the *aorganinﬁun of mative lands work
in the Colony.

2.I Mares?torkm’nmgiﬁ
which I concur, a telegrem was sent ecretary
o:rsta‘horequa;mgthatthreomni@tbe
selected for servise in the Colomy in respect of

w’;@ﬁi@.@—-@*hmtetthemm and I enclose a

CALS for inforpe: "In {ne mesnhile the Co! &

P Eptinates for had been
mm '- M M an e

a:....:;:-" M h m

thcm dete mm&xw
thna&'imﬂatnetmm finances

" me %0 recomsider my previous decision,
: &6anwmm was therefore -antﬂllhﬂ'
’}wz =20, _mmg t-,nfmnnxmn qmﬂ

zhawthnhw-taha;
Bir, J '.
Your most obedient servant,

(signed) H.C.LUKE
High Camnissioner,
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DECODE

M,P. 3485/39,

TELEGRAM.

136X 42—3 rms.

From THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

ey Y o - (Date)...20%h June, 19.. 40

Circular Ko.los. In the light of the princ:l.ple laid
down in my elegrm ireular I have considered the question
of recruitment for Golanial Services,

2, Colonisl Administrative Services Cadets who remained.
for the Third Term Course will be ready %o sail early in July.
In addition I propose to secure immediately 58 Cadets who have
recently been selected by the ool al Serviece Appointments

Board against 1941 requirements, (most of wham have
cmletod military ) will ‘be available during the
tde rest in the au I hope also to make a further

sehctlon in the sutwm fran eandidotes whose & lications
could not be considered at the selection recen held, In
consider whether these young men should take up their
appoin in the Colonial Serviee, following points are of

speelal importance.

war situation mekes it inerea %
() ?;:oﬂant to build up reserves for icers
eadre of local farces,

ortunity for recruiiing such well gualified
w ﬁ for tg Colonial Administrative Serviece

may not recur for a long time,

(e) There is absolutely no question of these "wapr"

eadets seeking to avoild militady service.
have only agreed to accept

with the full approval of the Army and Air
Foree Authorities and on the clear assurance
that if sdected they would best serve the
national ecause by going inte the
Service,

(d) I am assured by the Colonial Service Appointm
Board that the candidates successful at the
1 tl e MMt and at 10&3‘&@
ta S eanaar mw‘

(e) Some of those selected last year and practiecally
all those selected this year have had or will
heve had military or Alr foree training, NMany a
alrveady Camnissioned Offieers, They will be an
mmh addition to reserve of man power

le for local forces and unless reguired

for mt eivil duties I assume they will be
apleyed on military duties with these forees.

(£) grt from immediate situation
eandidates now we shall faw effect
mosd valm’b:l,o raak
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continuity of administration as caused serious dislocation
of essential services at the end of last wer.In short it is
my definite wiew that teking wp of their sppointments by
these "war" eadets would not be a of
the wayr effort. Candidates who were selected las

havee leted their course will therefore go out to the |
Colonies to which they were allocated last Octaber. Further,
I am of the opinion that the colonies which have notified
vacancies to be filled in 19k1 should take men who have been
or will be selected thies year against those vacancies. But
these men cannot be expected on being released fram forces
to settle down to a university course, and release camnot

be deferred beyond the preliminary of A
The cadets will acec roceed teo their co as
and when they became sﬂthntawwn,am‘ﬂl

betammmmmmmtwu they are not
£illing wp veconcies in approved establislment., I shall be
ob:l.igads.remmti concerned will muwm?
of respective m tho{‘ prefer to take (2) in

near future of the year,

(2) Otharhmchoaarthtcmsm Far
mﬂarmmmtothmagimabmlm with

the Crown Agents for the Colonies at am early date whether
mmmwquwmmuanmn

3e In conclusion, I wonld emphaeize that candidates
vho are selected in the present cirewstances for
adninistrative ar any other branch of the Service are “
Mbmmmm&ormumfm
conceive it to be their bectmway of deing their
the national effort. !rnlmmtzmm;nth
Governor te see that tmeumantuhth

ﬂi

o ggt};.:z&rm:migm u-tm
ascap W
WW,IMM._ M:I? w
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% TELEGRAM.

14ECODE.
m ] mcm L] . 155X 43 —200
{CopE \ ]

From THE HIGH COMMISSIONER.
To THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

& ,
No. 3432s - (Date)...26th June, ... 1940,

bl ens oen

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony veguires
two Cadets, but in view of the estimated deficit of
£17,000 shown in dvest Estiretes, I have same hesitation
in asking for more than one, |

I shall be glad if Cedets may proceed to the

Territories as soon as they can be rveleased.

High Comigsioner.



ondan

Charles Skipperk East Lid

0

This Cheque fequires endorsement
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FROM
REV. A.L. SADD- s of BERU,

RONGORONGO,

GILBERT ISLANDS.
6 = 6 -1940

Dear My, & Mrs. laude,

Teikarawa came over the other day to say that

your tobacco was,going mouldy; and that last time you wnet on fursz
lough you had to fTow away all your stock of tobacco on your return.
o he though that it would be better if he and other members of
the Yovernment bought your stock off you now and used it.

Mether this idea was purely altruistic, or whether it was influenced
to a certain extent by the fact that Kwong is nearly out of tobacco,
and there sesms no likelyhood af anypther shin bringing any more,

I could not be certsin. But in any cdse it seemed a fairly sound idea.
so 1 ag{eed to accent the money end forward it to you.
his morning Ikamawa brought me over 25/6 for 3 lbs
of it at 8/6 a 1b. So I enclose a cheque for that sum. * strongly
advise you to nay it ifvas soon as vpossible, for if ®itler was

to attack the east of England and render the securities on which
my overdraft is raised, valuless,the bank might refuse to cough
up.

Yo far things are run ing nretty smooth=ly here. G.H.E.
and Mprs. Bastman went down to Sxwaximxstzmxx N.Z. in January
on the advice of llacPherson and McGusty. Bevington went to
Suva for a svell on the Kiakia. And I believe that Gallagher
is now coming back from the Phoenix to renlace him here for a Dbit.

1 think, for the first time for many years, & chapoy
was flogged the other day for attacking a woman with a knife.
but apoarently the cat was rotten and broke up, so it did not have
mach effect.

I got a notice from E.R.B. a little while ago say{ng that a
subscription was to be raised for the red cross. o 1 put it up,
and to my surnrise nearly everyone wanted to give something to it.
You would realr have thought that these neople would have been
justifyed in taking the line that this was a whiteman's war;
but spnarently they do not nronose to do so.

The launch has now been painted and varnished for the second time
and s afloat again, and sa\ls pretty well; though we have had a
certain amount 8f trouble with the Engine. wever I think that
she will be running again in a day or two now. “nd what Teikawawa
doe§ not lmow about it before long will not be worth kmowing.

I maat ston now.

Yours ev?;£f P



COLLECTIONS BOUGHT, SOLD or VALUED BANKERS : BANK OF NEW ZEALAND

C. M. McNAUGHT

P.0. BOX 168,

WHOLESLE B T pEER WELLINGTON, .1,

Stamps and Collections Wanted NEW ZEALAND.
for Prompt Cash

10th August 1940

H.E. Maude %sq.,

Dear Sir,

Thankyou very much for your :
of 26th ultimo. I greatly regret th&€e§yafén§0§eﬁly to my letter
ring you while you were here owing to py Bars tave a ¢ %pce t%
hope that_this note will reach You before th gdou of the Y“ity.
ship. I am grateful to you also for the puygoporoure of your
regarding orders for stamps and first gay Printed memorandum
Pitcairn issue and shall order these gt o o'orS for the new
set forth. Ohce in the manner there

Many thanks too for the i

a n i
Star. I should like to repeat, toofbéﬁgtion regarding Mr, Mornin
little service ete, any time for yoy jp g fer to perform any

of use to you at any time. his City should this be

arture IN§§a§§D¥ég%aggeghggrggis "1l reach
/ . CODY to th, Egu before your dep-
hope that in due course it will Tegch Yo tg lberts and shall
ere,
In regard to the_covers g
Sydney, Hull end Gardner Islands aﬁ?f TAIUS ori p-cancell ed from
chance of my securing any of these nn%01959, would there be any
gollection of covers from strange gpng o TPlete covers? L have a
I kee personally, including pre~stap,, %E“Of‘the-way places which
from Repa, the Tuamotus &%d OBher oyt ypvorS Of Ascension,covers
ments, Tristan da Cunhe, Tibet, et andng Tench Oceanic Settle-
very much like to add to the °°llect10 these are items I should
personally or suggest to me where T con if you could assist me
items. I can quite understand the be ulqg Purchase any of thes
writer ad to how and what they weng wild@fﬁ&hﬁ of thy.A S Me :
this nature is not reﬁdilyticcessibles doubt) egg infogma;ién.of
I trust that you have a

visit to Pitecairn agd, 1 hﬁfe' ey sgtpleasant and interesti
to en sta horou . n esting

Joy your 4 i % too busy to permit you

Yoursg

Sine_a _y




Phone 42-723

OVERSEAS LEAGUE  Club Rooms:

(AUCKLAND BRANCH) QUEEN'S ARCADE (8ap Froon)
QUEEN STREET
AUCKLAND, C1
N.Z.
The Overseas League is 0«:[3417 ‘R % ’ 5 o
a non-party Society of 7
British Subjects residing [
in all parts of the
world.
Its main object is to
render service to the
Empire.
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Pitcajirn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

I12th October, 1940,

Dear Hall,

Just @ note to let you know that we are still keeping
the British Empire together here and to ask you whether you'd
be good enough to do a couple of {avqurs tor me.

The tirst request concerns a tin of tea |'m sendfng
you under separate cover. In it you'll find, | hope, a
number of exposed films and |'d be most grateful it you'd
take them round to Kodaks - or somewhere better i you know
of a place - and ask them to develop them and make & couple
of prints of cach, Tell them they must produce results by
hook or crook, as some of the exposures may be wrong and the
negatives may require ln+en§tfy|ng (or whatever the word is),

The trouble is that my electric exposure meter has
got damp and retuses to work and as | have never used Verie
chrome before | may be sadly astray; so would you please
send me a telegram saying "Over exposed” or "Under exnosed"
or "€orrectly exposedand 1'1| know what to do with the next
batchas There is no charge for radio messages to this
Pacitic Utopiae

One more trouble =« could you please go to Whitcombe

and Tombs where you will tind, or would have when | lett



Fot o

Wellington, two copies of a second=hand book entitled
."Narrafive of a Whaling Voyage around the World", by F.D.
Bcnpetf. Both are in two volumes but one is priced a+t £5
and the other at £3,10.0, Please buy the cheaper one for
me and send It alonge
| am sorry to bother you with these commissions but
| feel sure you'll have compassion on a benighted Empire
builder out on the far fringes, etce | enclose a Fijt
cheque for £5 which should prove sufficient = 1§ not, 'l
pay vou the balance when | next see you. I'm atraid my
New Zealand bank account is only £5 at the moment, and on
the wrong side at that.
| duly received your letter on arrival here and we
should of course be delighted to stay with you on our return
from Pitcairn. But | feel that with the infant we should
be rather an intlictlion - anyhow don't hesitate to let us
know it you cannot have us atter all. All being well we
should leave here in December but I'11 let you know definitely
when the time comess We shell probably not be talking
English by then but anyway Pitcairnese is not a ditticult
language to understanda
We have been given quite a nice house = or rather
cabin = to live in, and it Is at least airy and, when it
doesn't rain, remarkably dry. The islanders are, individ-

vally, kindness itselt and cannot do enough to help; but
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as a community they are, | really believe,.ﬁasi praving

fore As you know, | am no blooming puritan and have lived
tor years among people with no more_morals than the average
cat; but at any rate they were vnmoral, whereas these people
“are actively i1mmoral, Not fﬁaf an odd spot o? immorality
matters much, | guess, among friends, but a thick tog of
sanctimonious hypocrisy broods over the whole place and while
there are people here who | imagine would stick at no crime
in the Calendar, provided it could be done in secret, the
very same people would be the tirst to throw up their hands
in horror at anyone so abandoned to vice as to play a game
of cards or drink a cup of teae.

However | must close or moral indignation will burn
the papers While you're at Whitcombe and Tombs would vyou
please also get 2 copies of Norman Hall's "Shipwreck" -~ |
think they are only 2/6 ecach there.

Hoping that wife, family and yourselt are all well
and Honor says she has been going to write to Vanda, but
Pitcairn, though you wouldn't believe it, Is work from
morning to night and no time for anything,

Yours etcs,

s
11l send you a "tirst day cover™ of the new stamp Issue

when they come out the day atter tomorrow. Don't open

the envelope as there will be nothing but newspaper ingside
as a stitteners ’
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Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

15th October, 1940,

Dear Mr. Taylor,

| see trom the enclosed paper, which | found in my copy
ot the '"Polynesian Journal', that you intend to publish four
or tive additional special memoirs provided sufficient people
can be induced to subscribe. I hasten, theretore, to add my
guinea to the rest and sincerely hope that at any rate your
bibliographical contribution will be forthcoming - the other
papers | am not really interested in, but as | gather one has

to pay 15/= tor one memoir and 21/~ tor the lot | might as well

have alls

We are much enjoying our siay.on Pitcairn thaugh | must
contess that the islanders, in spite of being kindness itself,
teke a bit of getting used tos. They have given us a very
comfortable house and we have quite settled down to the peace-
tul lite, The laws are nearly tinished now and the people
appear satisfied with them, which is the main thing.

| am enclosing this note In an envelope franked with a
set of the first Issue of Pitcairn Islands stamps, posted on
the opening day, - a partial atonement, | hope, for my tardiness
in forwarding to you the money | owed for the photostats you

so kindly had done for me, an omission which | have never

ceased to blame myselt fore. | doubt whether you are addicted
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to the vice of stamp collecting yourself, but they may interest
some ftriend who is. Owing to the international situation,
very few 'tirst day covers!'! are being posted from the island,
50 l'imagine that they will be quite valuable in the near
future.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
kg

H.E. Maude,




Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

I5th October, 1240,

Dear Dre. Norman Hall,

Knowing your interest in Pitcairn | am taking the
liberty of sending you a first day cover with a complete set
of our tirst stamp issue - even though you probably do not
collect yourself the set may serve {o remind you of your
recent visit here. The person standing on the stem of the
"Bounty'! on the Id. and 2/6 stamps Is Fletcher Christian
himselt.,

My wite and | are staying here for a few months engaged
in bringing the islanders the twin blessings of a legal code
éand a postage stamp issue. We spend most of our-ielsurc
scrambling about the clitts, being keen climbers, and have
succeeded in recording most of the plsce names on the island
tor our own amusement - many of them are $ull of historical
associationse,

Arthur Herbert Young was giving a graphic account of
the wreck ot the '"Pro Patria' on Timoe at a party a few days
ago, so | havatdaat Liim my copy of 'Shipwreck!'! where he will

no doubt be gratitied to learn that you found him more
interesting than an entire volume of the 'Encyclopaedia

Britannica',



A,

| have otten wished that our paths in the Pacitic
might coincide some day in order that | might have the
pleasure of meeting you personally, having read all your
books with great interest. My wife and | have lived for
Il years in the South Seas, mostly in the Gilbert, Ellice,
Phoenix, and Line Groups and, japan permitting, we hope to
remain on the atolls for the remainder of our lives, Since
1937 | heve been engaged in the interesting task of colonizing
the uninhabited Phoenix Islands with settlers from the
Gilbert Group. The work is now complete, with nearly 1,000
permanent residents now living on Hull, Sydaney, and Gardner,
and smiling villages where just over two vears ago there was
nothing but bush and sea=birdss We carried out the migration
as nearly as possible in the manner in which the Gilbertese
ancestors themselves set oft whenever their islands became
too crowded and the whole colonization venture had a romantic
appeal about It which grips me still whenever | think of it.
We hope to return to our home on Beru, In the Souvthern
Gilbert Group, betore Christmas and should you ever care to
visit the more isolated and primitive islands ot the South
Seas in search of local colour we shall be only too pleased
to put you up tor as long as you care fto stay. We have a
lovely, rambling house, buyilt entirely of native materials,

on the shores of the most peaceful lagoon one can imagine,

and | think that | caen guarentee that the Central Pacitie
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atolls would furnish you with material for a dozen books.

Arthur Young, Parkins and the rest send their
greetingss | suppose you know that Edgar Christian, who
was for so many years Chief Magistrate, died a few months
ago - Uncle Ben Young and Ann McCoy have, of course, long
since ceased to be.

Yours sincerely,

LS

Hs E. Maude.




Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,
I15th October, 1940,

The Deputy Director,
Posts and Telegraphs,

Mail Branch,
GCeneral Post Oftice,

SYDNEY, N.S.W,

Dear Sir,

Your letter A'38/106, of the 5th July, stating that
3 bags of mail addressed to me were lost with the RyM.S.
"Niagara®™, has just been received at Piica!;n Island,

Owing to my constant changes of address durfng the
last year, it takes many months for my mail to reach me and
as a consequence it is difficult for me to state with
certainty whether the bags lost were Fostal ones or private,
but as far as | can ascertain none of them belonged to me,
Should you tind, however, that one of them was, in tact, a
private bag, ! should be glad if you would notify me, stating
the cost of replacement, in order that | may send a cheque tor
the amount without delay,

Yours talthtully,

HaEa I’VfidUde.




& rB/DNM

Gommonfuealth of Australia Postmuster-Beneral's Bepartment

In Reply Please Quote Telephone No. B040 Exin. 212,

No. Sl BNCH Telegrams: "Sumail” Sydney.
A'38/106, 3
A'38/106. GENERAL POST OFEICE.
SYDNEY, N.S.W. 5th July, 1940,

Mr. H,E. Maude,
Ocean Island,
GILBERT & ELLICE IS, COLONY.

Dear Sir,

I regret to inform you that advice has been
received that three bags of mail originating from Sydney
and received at Auckland, New Zealand, on 15/6/L0 redirected
to Suva, Fiji, were lost at sea owing to the sinking of
R.M.S., "Niagara",

It is not known whether the bags lost were Postal
ones or your private bags, but if the latter, it is presumed

you will immediately take steps to have them replaced.
Yours faithfully,

F.R. BRADLEY,.
For A/G. DEPUTY DIRECTOR, POSTS & TELEGRAPHS,




Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

I15th October, 1940,

Dear Dr. Coulter,

1 don't know how to apologize enough for not having
answered the letter which you wrote to me such ages ago.
Actually, since my return to the Pacitic Islands from Africa
in 1937 | have seldom been fortunate enough to spend more
than a tew weeks in any one place and as a consequence your
letter did not reach me until nearly a year atter i1t was
writtens It was forwarded on from island to island until
it eventually found me at Sydney |sland, in the Phoenix
Group, when it then seemed too late to require an urgent
reply and, in the disorganization caused by constant
travelling, it got mislaid. For the tirst fime-ln years |
have had some leisure, while on this island, to attend to
private correspondence and while engaged in sorting through
a pile ot old letters | found yours, whereupon my conscience
has smitten me very deeply.

Since 1937 | have been engaced in colonizing the
uninhabited Phoenix Group with settlers from the Gilbert
Islands and this entailed, during the early stages, working
out the whole scheme, and in the later months, constant
travelling between the Gilbert and Phoenix Groups, choosing

the colonists, taking them to the 'promised land' and



settling them in, As far as possible | ran the whole show
along the lines of a true race migration, the ancestors of
the present generation being accustomed to venturing forth
whenever the islands got as crowded as they are now. Once
I had landed them In the Phoenix | gave them 50 coconut trees
tor each married man and the same number for each wife, plus
a grant of unplanted land 25 ftathoms square for each dependante.
I shall never forget the day | landed on the beach
with the first small party ot settlers, with their wives and
ch!ldrcn,.early in 1938, All around us was wild bush and
the thousands ot sea=birds deatened us. The settlers were
all rather frightened with the ceriness of the strange island

and we huddled together under a tarpaulin for the tirst night,

with fires it around us to keep of# the enormous coconut
crabsa. In the course of 1938 and 1939 we built schools,
hospitals, churches, co-operative stores and the like, all

ot local meterials, and now the scheme can be considered as
tinished, with nearly 1,000 contented permanent settlers on
the three islands ot Hull, Sydney, and Gardner and smiling
villages where only a few months ago there was not e vestige
ot human lifes

You ask in your letter for information regarding
available meteorological datae. As you know, my 'beat', as
it were, is the Gilbert, Ellice, Phoenix, and Line Groups,
and | can only speak of the islands in these areas, numbering

42 in all, as shown in the following list =
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Gilbert Groups Ellice Groupe Phoenix Croup. Line Groupe.

Makin Nanumea Canton Fanning
Butaritari Nanumanga Enderbury Washington
Marakei Nuitao McKean Christmas
Abaiang Ny | Birnie Malden
Tarawa Vaitupu Phoenix Starbuck
Maiana Nukutetau Hul | S Caroline
Abemama Funafuti Sydney Vostok
Kuria Nukulaelae Gardner Flint
Aranuka grakita

Nonouti

Tabiteuea

Beru You might be interested in the native
names tor certain ot these islands as,
Nikunau after all, the European names are only
used between Europeans, and tew Europ=-
OUnotoa e¢ans are interested In these partse
Tamana Ocean Island is called Banaba
Canton Island is called Abariringa
Arorae Hull Island Is called Orona
Sydney l|sland Is called Manra
i Gardner Island Is called Nikumaroro
Fanning Island is called Tabuaeran
Ocean |sland Washington Island is called Teraina

Christmas Island 1s called Titimataeran,

G R T S S e A

I have not got any papers with me here, and so cannot
guarantee any ot my statements, but | think | am right in
saying that daily raintall statistics are kept on =

{a) every island in the Gilbert Group:n;;;;;}QOccan Island;

(bl every island in the Ellice Group, except Nurakita;
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lc) every island in the Phoenix CGroup, except McKean,
: Birnie, and Phoenix; and

{d) Fanning, Washington, and Christmas in the Line Group.
On Canton meteorological data is, | understand, collected by
~both the British and American authorities and on Enderbury by
the Americans alone, The rainfall tor each island, by months,
I's sent in yearly to headquarters at Ocean Island and is
always published, as far as | can remember, in the Colony
Annual Report, as well as in the Colony Annual Blue Book.,
As regards Caroline, Vostok, and Flint, | believe rainfall
statistics are kept on Flint, and possibly on Caroline, but
they are not sent to us as the islands are not politically
part of the Cilbert and Ellice Islands Colonys | have,
nowever, the annual raintall figures for Flint for the years
1911 to 1919, and tor Caroline for 1919 and 1920, and might
be able to get others 1+ you are interesteds

More detailed meteorclogical statistics as to

temperature, Humidity, wind velocity, etcs are kept =

ta)l as representing the Gilbert Group, at Ocean Island;

(b} as representing the Ellice Group, at Funafutis

{c) as representing the Phoenix Group, at Huli; and

(d) as representing the Line Group, at Christmas.

These are also, | believe, published in the Gilbert and Ellice

Islands Annuval Colony Blue Book.
A considerable amount ot meteorological data was coll=
ected at Malden during the long period when the guane deposits

there were being worked and this is, it | remember rightly,
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summarized In Volume Il ot the Pacitic Islands Pilote

My wife and | are at present spending a tew months
on Pitcairn Island, engaged in bringing ¥He islanders the
twin blessings of a legal code and an issve pf postage stamps.
| am enclosing this letter in an envelope franked with a
complete set of the tirst issve for the istand, posted on
the opening day, in the hope that it may be of interest to
you or some stamp collecting friend, We tind the people
here very kind and friendly and the lite quite a change from
the Central Pacific atollse,

We hope to return to Beru, unless the international
situation gets worse, before the end of the year and should
be delighted it you can spare the time to visit us. | cannot,
|'m afreid, guarantee that you could manage a visit in tour
months, as shipping communications are so bad, but possibligg
you could arrange an extra month or two, Six months would
make it quite fecasibles | should be very glad to assist you
with any anthropological or cther information on the area
that | may possess or, as you suggest, we might combine on
some studye

Accurate meteorolcgical data ot all kinds are kept on
Pitcalrn by & competent observer, but none are obtainable for
the three other islands In the Group -~ Henderson, Oeno, and
Ducle, You might be able fto obtain the Pitcalrn data from

the New Zealand government,

At the end of your letter you mention that you are



i owriting to my wite and sending her some seeds.

Pl I8

Unfortunately

neither letter nor seeds reached us, but they may possibly
be at Beru now, awaiting our long expected return, My wife
aitd | send our kind regards and hope that you are keeping
well and are sftill interested in the South Seas.

Yours sincerely,

4

!"]o E- hﬁaudeu
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
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October 13, 1938

Mr. Henry Evans Maude, M.A. ™
Commissioner for Native Lands
Island of Beru
Gilbert Islands
Central Pacific

Dear Maude:

I was sorry I could not take the time to
visit your islands during my recent sojourn in the Cen-
tral Pacific Islands. I spent five months in Samoa and
Fiji. Some other time I hope to go. If you know of any
way I could make the tTip there and back during our four
months summer vacation, June to September, I'd be pleased

if you will tell me.

At this moment I write regarding meteorological
data for Gilbert and Ellice Islands. Are there any
available for rainfall, temperature, storums; how far back
do they go, and where can I get copies? I have under-
taken to collect all the weather data for Pacific Islands
and make it available for research in meteorology. ©Such
data would be especially valuable by months--that is, the
average annual rainfall for January, February, etc.

I hope you still find time for your anthro-
pological work. If 1 can get out there sometime, we
might combine on humal geography and anthropology! I
am writing to Mrs. Maude and sending some seeds.

With good Wwishes,

Yours sincerely,

7 J.W. Coulter

JWC/or
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Pitcairn lsliand,
tastern Pacitic,

ISth October, 1940,

Dear Drs Vaughan Jones,

| must apologize for nof_having written to you betfore
to thank you tor so kindly sendiﬁg me the spare parts tor my
'Buttner! pipe. My delay in replying was not entirely due
to tropical lethargy, as | lett the Gilbert Islands in
September of last year on a short visit to Fiji and New
Zealand and, as so often happens, | have never succeeded In
getting back, having been side=tracked by more pressing work
in other islandss. Since | last saw Surg. Liceuts Jones on
board‘H.M.S. "Wellington® | have been to the Phoenix, Ellice,
and Line Groups, as well as Fiji, Samoa, and Tonga, so it
was a difticult matter tor my mail, which included your letter,
to reach me.

| was naturally jubilant at receiving the tilters, as
| had tried every firm in Auckland without success, In tact
for several years one had to purchase & new Buttner every time
one wanted & filter, as the New Zealand shops, tor some reason,
did not seem to stock spares - for more than a year, however,
they have even run out of pipes as well,

Surge Lieut. Vaughan Jones asked me to get him a model
Gilbertese canoe and deliver it to the Navy Department in

Auckland for him, When | arrived in New Zealand it was,
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unforfunaféiv, war time, and although | tried to unload the
canoe on to the authorities they protested that they had no
idea where HisM.S, '"Wellington' had got to and were in any
case too busy to send model canoes around the world. | have,
accordingly, stored the canoe in Auckland #ith a lot of other
gear of mine and will duly succeed in delivering it, | hope,
when the war is over, | should be most gratetul i+ you could
mention the matter to him when vou write and let him know that
I did not forget my promise and still hsve the canoe.

| am now spending a few months on Pitcairn lsland
engaged in giving the descendants of the mutineers of the
"Bounty! the twin blessings of a code of laws and & postage
stamp issue, It is very interesting work, as the i:landers
have never had a government ofticial settle down amongst them,
with his wite and family, before and i} takes a certain amount
ot adapltation to get accustomed to the simple life led by the
two hundred odd Christians, Youngs, and Warrens around us. We
have been given a little house, or should | say cabin, by the
great grandson ot Fletcher Christian and are very comfortable,
My wite has had a bit of luck since, when planting some yams
last week close by John Adams's grave, she dug up what appears
to be the old gold ring of Midshipman Young, which was used in
all the marriages held during the #irst forty years of the

settlement, there being none other on the island at the time,

I am sending this letter in an envelope franked with &
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tull set of the ftirst issve of Pitcairn Island stamps and
posting it on the first day of issuece There may be someone
in your family who collects stamps and will be glad of them.
First day covers of the Pitcairn Island stamp issue will be
philatelic rarities as, owing to the international situation,
very tew have been posted heres Hence, when the situation
improves, they should be worth quite a lots - As one can well
imagine, the genuine postal requirements of this remote spot
are small indeeds

You must be having a4 very nasty time ot it in Creat
Britain, to judge by the news = one feels so out of it in the
Pacitic, though it may not be tor long, We all tried to
join up at the beginning of the war, but without success, so
have to content ourselves with carrying on out here,. All
being well | hope to return to my old home on Beru by Christmas,
but it is difticult to plan ahead these troubled times,

Unce again many thanks for your kindness,

Yours sincerely,
j o]

Pleasse excuse my typing this letter, but my handwriting I1s

recognized by common consent to be indecipherable.






Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

IS5th October, 1940,

Dear Drs Shapiro,

| hope that you will excuse my taking the liberty of
writing this brief note, when | cannot even claim to have
met yous | have, however, been spending the last few months
on Pitcainr with my wite and son, engaged in giving the
islanders those twin blessings of civilization, a legal code
and an issue of postage stamps, and your 'Heritage ot the
Bounty' has naturally been of the greatest interest and

assistance. As the correspondence on file here indicates

that you still take on interest in the affairs of this island,
I thought that you might like to have a complete set of our
tirst stamp issue, posted on the opening day, as a reminder
ot your recent visit - hence this letter.

| have @ Committee to assist me in coding the constit=
ution and laws, consisting ot David and Andrew Young, Farkins
and Fred Christian, Arthur Herbert Young end & few others and
you would be amused to see us working steadily over the
appendix ot your book, night atter night, in an endeavour to
straighten out the kinks in the present constitution, Fort=
unately little change seems to be required, though | am
doubtful how long the present voluntary syséem of government

will last, with individualism and a money economy steadily

—_
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creeping ine The system of public trading has already
ceased to exist and the public boats seem to be on the
eve ot di'sappearing toos

Ve do hope that you have not been misled by the wild
stories ot poverty and starvation on Pitcairn which have
been appearing, in some sections ot the press, since the
war. When the islanders recalized that fewer ships would
be calling here, owing to the international situation, they
set to and planted in & way that they have not done for years,
and as a résvlf there is quite an abundance of tood on the
islanda Indeed, 'he people have recently sent a telegram
ottering fo supply food and homes for 35 retugee children
from England,

My wife and | hope to return betore Christmas to our
home on Beru, in the Southern Giibert Islands, where we have
lived for |1 vears; but in these troubled times it is
impossible to make plans ahead and the Japanese news does
not sound too reassyring. Since 1937 | have been engaged
in colonizing the uninhabited Phoenix Group with settlers
trom the Gilbert Islands - & most tascinating task which 1s
now complete, there being nearly 1,000 permanent residents on
Hull, Sydney, and Gardner, with smiling villages where there
was nothing but bush and sea-birds when we |anded just over
two years ago. We carried out the migration as nearly as
possible in the manner in which the Gilbertese ancestors

themselves set off whenever their islands became too crowded



g

and the whole colonization venture had a romantic apreal
about it which grips me still whenever | think about it.

Al though | was trained as an anthropologist and took
my degree at Cambridge University, England, we are naturally
not doing any work of that nature here. As we are both keen
w.walkers and climbers, however, we spend most ot our leisure
scrambling up and down the clitfs here and as & result | have
recorded most ot the place names on the island - many of them
ot considerable historical interest, | do not imagine any
journal would publish such a useless compilation, so we are
completing it merely tor our own amusement and fo give us an
excuse to get out = the isianders call us ™he goatsd?,

Should you ever cafe to visit the remoter and more
primitive 1slands of the South Seas we should be only too
pleased to put you up for as long as you care to staye We
have & lovely, rambling house, bullt entirely of native
materials, on the shores of the most peacetul lagoon one can
imagine, and | think that | can guarantce that the Central
Pacitic atolls would prove, from an anthropological point of
view, well worth a visit,

As you probably know, Uncle Ben Young and Ann McCoy sre
both dead, and also Edgar Christian, who was Chie$ Magistrate
for so many years., David Young is now Chieft Magistrate and

Fred Christian the Church leader.

Yours sincerely,

-

H. E, Maude,




Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,

15th October, 1940,

Dear Mr. Fisher,

Just & line to send you a 'first day cover'! ot the
first issue of Pitcairn Islands stamps., Owing to the
international situation, very tew first day covers are being
posted from the island so | imagine that they will be auite
valuable in the near future.

We are much enjoying our stay here, though I mdﬁdﬂ
contess that the islanders take a bit ot getting used to and
the amount of 'gossip! that goes on all the time is collosal.
We have been given a comfortable house to live in and have
quite settled down to the peacetul lite,. The laws are nearly
tinished and the people seem quite satisfied with them, which
is the main things

The cave carvings | mentioned to you are in two
difterent localities on the island. They are really quite
remarkable and my wife has been trying to reproduce them, but
it takes a long time and the caves are almost inaccessible,
I'm sorry fto say that some of fhe best stone artitacts, of
which an incredible number seem to be tound on the island, are
being sent to collectors in the United States, where a better

price is obtained for them, It makes me wild but we can do

nothing about it, I'm afraide. l've advised all |'ve spoken
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to to send what they ftind to the Auckland Museum but money
interests them more than scientific considerations, &s one
would imagine, | do not think that you could compete with
weal thy Americans, to whom financial considerations are
probably immateriale.
Hoping all are well at the Museum,
Yours sincerely,

HeE. Maude.




Auckland Museum, \
Auckland, SEi,

19th August,1938,

Recelved from Mr, V.F. Flsher ¢, sum of
£3/17/10 to be held in truygy Por Mri g &

Meude for purchase of matarialg Nty bt _ .Si

desired,

BB e




DIRECTOR :
& GILBERT ARCHEY

AUCKLAND INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM
AUCKLAND, S.E.1., NEW ZEALAND

22nd August, 1938

Mr, H,E, Maude,

Ocean Island,
GILBERT & ELLICE COLONY,

Dear Mr., Msude,
irst of all pil
Jratule ilnnb on the ar

gease acoept my heertiest
rival of @ son & heir,
¥ith reference to youw collection, I have
carefully checked this and have regilstered every
article, and it is now in order.
I still have £3/17/10 in hand from the
amount you sent over, This I have handed fto Mr, A.G,
"evenuon, who is doing part of my work during my
asbsence He will either forwerd it to you st your
request or psy it to you when you come down on fur-
lough, I enclose statement and slso scknowledgment

1
from Stevenson,
you can imsgine

-~

today, S0

S

e

(w3

I leave for U,S.A.

the hurry.
With kind regards to &ll,
Yours siancerely,

G e A
iafzjﬁ/S%;L{@%igﬁ/
= e

ETHNOLOGIST,

VFF/mp
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Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitie,

ISth October, 1940,

Dear Mres Plunket Woodgate,

A tew days ago, while engaged in sorting out a pile
of old correspoﬁdgﬁce, | ceme across a letter from you written
tc my wife in 1937, It must have been passed on to me because
you appeared 1o be interested in the Phoenix Islands and |
was at the time living In that Group, Acfua[l&,‘!he Phoenix
are my pei islands and | should have dearly loved to have had
- hb%.cpporfbnffy ot discus;ing them with one of the few people
in the world who have ever heard of their ekis%ance.

I was the tirst to claim the Phoenlx Group for the
Emplre and went round tn & small cutter planting the Union
Jack and a notice on cach of the eight islands, Having
explored them {fully | wrote a long report recommending that
they should be colonized forthwith, Somewhat to my astonish=
ment, the report found fevour and since 1938 | have been
engaged in seitlling the uninhabited islands with natives from
the Gilbert Group, We have now neraly & thousand permanent
residents in the Group and 1t Is a thrilling sight to see
smiling villaeges, tilled with prosperous and contented natives,
where in 1937 | found nothing but bush and sea birds.

l# the war ends and | succeed iIn reaching England, you

might cere to hear the story of the settlement ~ an almost



incredibly romdn tid épisdde of 'Whi€h Fhe world has heard,
and will hear, nothings : |

However, enough of my doingss My wite and | have
been liviag on Pitcairn for the pasf tew months and today we
start the tirst island post otfice, complete with an issuve
ot postage stamps for its very own, | though you might
care fto have a "tirst day cover" from the island as, owing
to the international situation, very few have bzen posted
and they should be tairly rare and valuable in the near
futuree.

My wite is very pleased at the moment for, while
pleanting some yams close to the grave of old John Adams, the
mutineer, she dug vp a gold ring which appears to be the
one which originally bzlonged to Midshipman Young. It was
fhe only gold ring on the island during the tirst forty vears
of the settlement and all the early marriages were performed
with ite

This islend is picturesque and romantic in the ex treme,
and we are very happy here, living in a rough wooden cottage
leant by the Christian tamily - the great grand-children of
the mutineer, Anthropology being my hobby, | am busy making
a callection of stone adzes and other relics of the pre=-8ounty
o e

: The islanders often talk about England and wonder how
fhfngs are going on there with the war one They are intensely

|
patrioflc and have just sent a telegram off ottering to look




incredibly romantic episode in this sordid era and one of

which the world can he
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-afker 35 . rnetugee children,
Please excuse the terrible composition of this
hurried note, Today being the tirst day of fhe new issue,

| have an enormous number of letters to get written before

midnighte

Yours sincerely,

S
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Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Paclific,

15th October, 1940,

Dear Mr. Reekers,

A tew days ago, while sorting through some old letters,
| came across a note from you in which you say that you would
be glad to have any stamps from the South Seas. It so
hapbens that we are today engaged in c]osing down the small
postal agency formerly run by the New Zealand Postal Departe-
ment on this island and sterting a proper Pitcairn Islands
post oftice, so it is possible that you would like a first
day cover ot the *irsf issue ot stamps ever printed for these
islandse.

Since | last wrote to you | have been very busy
exploring the uninhabited islands of the Phoenix Croup, in
the Central Pacitic, and then colonizing them with natives
from the Gilbert Islands. In two years we have suvcceeded
in settling nearly a thousand permanent residents on the
three southern islands of the Phoenix (Hull, Sydney, and
Gardner) aend it is wonderful to see the contented and
prosperous settlers in their smiling villages where only
two years ago | found nothing but virgin bush and sea birds.

After leaving the Phoenix Group | went to the Line

Islands (Fanning, Washington, and Christmas), which took a
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month in a little 80 ton vessel., From there we eventually
got to New Zealand where we spent 3 months, followed by
six in Fiji, and four months ago we lett Fiji for Pitcairn,
via Samoa and Tongas; so you'll see that we do not get much
reste

| wonder how the war affects you in South Africa =
here in the South Seas there is little change as we are too
remote from the world to feel many of the repurcussions of
‘passing events, However, if Japan should enter the scene
| imagine that we are all in for a pretty hot times Many
of us have been trying to goin up with the tighting forces,
but the government does not appear to want men from the
outer Colonies at the present junctures

My wite, son and myself are all living in a little
rovghly built wooden house lent to us by the Christian family,
the great grand-children of Fletcher Christians FE-ts @
wondertul island - grand and picturesque in the ex treme, and
the people, who are ot course the descendants of the "Boun ty"
mutineers and their Tahitian wives, are very kind to us,
Actually | am the first government otficial to ever settle

down in the island and am kept very busy making a new
constitution and code of laws for the island,

| don't know if you know anything of the history of
Pitcairn Island - you would find it very romantic, My wite
it very pleased tor, while she was planting some yams last

week close by John Adams! grave, she dug up what appears to
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have been the gold wedding ring of Midshipman Younge This
ring was the only one on the island during the first forty
years of the settlement and all the early marriages were
performed with it,

1¥ the war should end we hope to have an opportunity
to live on the island of Tristan da Cunha which Is nearer
your part of the world. It is a very similar place to thls
in every way and our experience here should prove invaluable.

| see that wour wife asks if | came from Bolton in
Lancs., but |'m atraid thet | cannot claim the honour, |
was born, and spent my early life in India and have only
twice been north of Cambridge in England - once to go
climbing in North Wales and once to do the same in the Lake
Districte We were just about to return to England lor
rather the Channel Islands) for & short spell when the war
broke out,

Please excuse this scrappy note, written at somewhat
high pressure owing fo it being the first day ot the new
stamp issves The tirst day covers should be very valuable
it condifions improve as, owing to the isolated situation of
fhis island and the international situation, veey few covers
have been issued, Only a ftraction of what | remember
¢lsewhereas On sorting through the mail being posted | can
tind only two other letters for South Africa so you can see
how scarce the covers will be,

With kind regards from us both,

Yours sincerely, ﬁ%ﬂh,
-/"



%%Mmgiﬁwm

sy i a o T R
+# . - A
e /éfﬁ» Ane Vm %7 . Vaital v



; ;:2‘ il
| 4 i

Wl FKnte Foaid Loretimy 2lant L dinnbizy oo
fp}z% éW WAt 7y 4
AP s
m,m/%m%g) e

%W@%WW% / ’

s o e Cnieny e
are EHn 9%@% 2

W fnmr Aat om 206 208 2z,

nloctinn Loy Cpnic %%ﬂ/
/@EZZE ‘/ M’%%M%

(AT vy s =

e sl




]

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
SUVA, FIJL
2nd November, 1940.

figFrae It

I was very interested to receive yesterday your
letter of the 14th October with your impressions of Piteairn,
so much so in fact that I am sending a copy of it demi-
officially to the Colonial Office. It will give them a good
insight into a Possession ﬁhose publicity value is in inverse
proportion to its size and remoteness from the world.

I am glad you have éettled down in reasonable comfort
and have managed at all events to get & house to yoursel€s.

I hope stamps are dbing well., We have just had a
telegram from the Crown Agents to say that the London supply
is running out, which is an excellent portent. I have strong-
ly endorsed to the C.0. your recommendation for salaries for
the local officials. I guite agree with you that, in view
of the fact that office is not sought after, the best people
must have some inducement to serve. I don't see how they
can fail to see the wisdom of this at home.

i I hope you are keeping fit and that Honor and Alariec

y H.E. Maude EBq_. 3 M.B.E,
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are flourishing. I have not yet received Honor's
promised letter, but it may be trickling in by the next
mail.

Things appear to be settling down well in the
New Hebrides and New Caledonia. I hope you will have
received my letter of about a month ago giving you an
account of the "Vviti's" blitzkrieg there. We have just
finished, thank goodness. the first session of our new
Legislative Council and, all being well, I may manage to
get over to Tonga between now and the next one. The
Garveys write cheerfully from Vila, and Paddy has Jjust
come back from New Zealand whither, as you probably know,
he escorted Delia. Mrs Iremonger all but died at
Vaitupu and we were very worried because there was great
difficulty in getting a ship down to her with a doctor.
Fortunately Isaac, who has succeeded Steenson (who has
been promoted Se.li.0. ) was on his way to the Group and
we managed tq%ﬁtm there in time. Both the Iremongers
will be coming down here for a change by the next
"John Williams".

T am so glad to hear that both your families

got safely away from the C nel Islands.

W/ ?f-»\/z.w



Western Pacific High Commission,
Suva, Piji, 9th Hovember, 1940.

=

Deaf Ho E. I'-‘Il 9

Many thanks for your letter which arrived a few days ago. I
had hoped to get an answer away last week, but man proposes and Vaskess
disposes in this world of ours.

Before giving you the little news that there is from this world
enshrined in red tape, let me answer the points in your letter. As you say,
the tempo of work here shows a leve®, if not upward, line on the graph. But
so much of it seems unnecessary - or perhaps I should gqualify that by saying
that it is the mechanics that are required to produce a given result that
are so appallingly complicated. H. E. has been introducing a number of minor
reforms, which have alleviated the position to a certain extent, but the
reactionary elements are deep-seated and take some removing. One of H. E.'s
dictums was that as I was supposed to be an executive officer, I was to give
up eyphering and registering of secret correspondence, but alas I plod the
same weary way and no change looks like eventuating. I am beginning to
understand - or I should say - I am increasingly understanding .why Garvey
accepted that post in the New Hebrides. It is virtually impossible to please
some people - all one's drafts are torn up or hacked to glory, and one
seldom seems to be able to do anything right. It becomes rather disheartén-
ing. Curiously enough the only draft of mine he has let stand untouched was
my despatch to the 3. S. about the declaration of Gardner Island as a closed
district. T must admit it was not bad. However ...to something else,

Your descritpion of the office organization - or disorganizéition - was
amusing, or would have been, if it had not been so tragic. Hbwever, I am
sure that a man who has received his tuition in the Secretariat in Ocean
Island under the Major, can safely cope with such a situation. The point is,
will they keep up a decent system onee you have inaugurated it for them.

As regards duplicates of letters from there, I suppose the real trouble is
that as all the letters are written in lbnghand, they are too weary to make
a copy. I must say there seems something to be said for their attitude.
Could not we supply them with a second hand typewriter ? I imagine someone
could bang the stuff out on the keys - albeit laboriously.

Sent you by the last mail - by which I had hoped to answer you letter -
50 M. P. jackets, 2 thicks packets of followers paper and two packets of
slide-on brass clips. I hope they arrive before you leave. They should do so.
I have addressed them to the Deputy Commissioner, Pitcairn Island. If they
do not arrive before you leave, better send a telegram to the Chief
Magistrate from Wellington, telling him what the parcel is, and to open it.

Sorry I was not there to advise you on the vexed question of the mode of
your address to Henry Harrison. 2etween normal persons, it should have been
"Dear Vaskess", but then some aint normal, and I guess I .agree with you that
in this instance it might ‘have been considered presumptious to leave out the
handle.

We are avidly awaiting your promised report on the "sexual morality of
the Pitcairn Islanders". VWie need to have something like that in the Assist-
ant Secretary's office, so that when depressed he can turn to it - like one
used to, to the old Island Regulations = and have a damned good laugh. But I
must say the attitude of the people sounds pretty revolting.

As regards staying on in the island till the end of December, I feel sure
that you will be allowed to do so. As a matter of fact I showed H. E. your
letter, and he said that you could certainly stay on if you wished to do so.

e said he would take the matter up with H. H. V. but whether the latter
has yet moved in the matter or not I dont know. However I feel that he too
will support for you will remember that he was in favour of your staying six
months in the first place. Anyway I am glad the laws went through so well,
and I hope you can get the Covernment you want before you leave.

As you say, the "refugee telegram" was treated with a certain amount of
1evity = "one of liaude's wildcat schemes" y'know, but from the point of Wiew
of publicity alone, I think it was worth while. Anyway you could scarcely do
anything but send it on if the offer was made, as otherwise you would have
~ueered your own popularity with the local folk, I should imagine.,

*77 nont talk about H. B.'s visit to the liew Hebrides and llew Caledonia. As
far as I was conecerned it was a nightmare - the ether was red hot with
cypher messages from morn till eve - AND THRCUGHOUT WEARLY EVERY NIGHT. The
telegraphic correspondence was terrific. Of course it could not be helped, |
put it was pretty hot work while it lasted, Anyway everything went Off'very
well, and things have settled down nicely in that part of the world, with
tnhe exception of the economic situation, which must obviously remain unstabl

[P

+o a certain extent - e.g. difficulties of marketing copra etc,

1




You are probably cursing me for this bad single line typing, but we are
supposed to be saving paper for all we are worth. The boss of course does not
but we do our best to do so.

And while I remember it, after H. E. had read your letter to me, he said
anent the statement that you were extremely busy all day long - "Poufs There
cannot possibly be that amount of work there". And I dont think he is con-
vinced that there is. The idea of reorganizing the records seemed to him a
job of a few moments. I did my best however to convince him, and talked a
lot of nonsense of doubtful verity.

You say "Pitecairn Island is such a muddy place" - how on earth ? I thougt
the rainfall was like the Central and Southern Gilberts.

Religion evidently is taken pretty seriously - I only hope Alaric doesnt
become an Anabaptist or British Israelite when he returns. Looks as though a
course of practical religion (| like the parable of the bloke who went down tc
Jericho and fell among thieves) is needed. But I dont suupose anything counts
if you can be hypocritical enough.

Hooray for the first day covers - we aint seen them yet, but maybe its
still a bit early. I hope Puller remembers the ones I gave him the cash for,
for myself. _

Yes, Ambler is on leave and will be there till April, 1941. If you want
to get in touch with him in Auckland, ring his bréther V. M. Ambler on the
phone.

H. E. brought back with him from the Hebrides a bloke named Main, who
is a qualified accountant, married to a French dame, who had been doing the
Accountant's work in the office of the R. C. at Vila and had just finished.
H. B, really is most thoughtful. If he had not brought this bloke back, poor

mbler could not have got a relief and got some leave. lain is a quiet
inoffensive sort of bloke, does his job well, and things Covernment's
methods of getting things done is rather mad.

Spoke to H. E., gbout your stopping in N. Z. on your way back to the
Colony - talked a lot of rot about howe delicate you were, and had to have
regular spells of leave to keep up to concert pitch and produce your best.

He agreed, and I am sure he will Okay whatever you put up. As regards
returning to the G. and E., I murmured that you might wish to come hereand
discuss points arising out of your visit to P, I. which could be bet®er
discussed than written about, and here again, I am sure H. E. will do just
whatever you want to do. Incidentally the "Nimanoa" is due down about Jan-
uary, so counting 2 months for refit here that should just suit you.

Indidentally, H. E. wanted to send your lettcr to me on to the COlonial
Office, as he said that was the sort of meat they liked. However, we decided
against it in the end in case you might not like it. Of course he is terriblj
keen on this D/O stuff.

3o much for your letter. liow for some local news. And while I think &f it
you old blighter. You remember your famous report on the P. and L. IS, and
that I to CXV index of references at the end. You o0ld devil you left out
number VIII in the Index, and did I sweat for a merry morning trying to find
out what it was. I did it though in the end.

'hilst on the subject of the report and books - I have here with me in

the office = how it arrived I dont know, unless it was presented to H. E.»

a book written by Ernest Sabatier, M. S. C. entitled "Sous L'Equateur dn
Pacifique - Les Iles Gilbert et La Mission Catholique, 1888 - 1938" - a
Prench publication. A most detailed work embracing all aspects 6f the Colony
inecluding a section on the Government. Yippeel! Let you see it when you
return. You ought to have a copy for your library, or a note of it anyway on
your bibliography.

Talking of islands, do you know those other lous¥y bums have now stated
that they refuse to indicate in advance the grounds of their whatnot. And
not only do they now propose to discuss those places we dealt with, but also
any other places they may feel inclined to as well. Of all the ruddy
insolence. You and I will have to get together and write three tomes on
every place in the ocean. I foresee the Gs. being argued about, also T., and
possibly the remainder of S. I hope you understand.

llews of X. is encouraging. R. canmmot be located so we cannot buy the
ruddy vlace. lowever, as it is now empty, it has been okayed that we can
let some (8 in to keep it going and any 1loss incurred on the working will be
met by Govt. #¥hat about trying for the job %

Swinbourne at Panning Island is becoming a bigger nuisance every day. I
wish to Reavens we could out him. Wont T kick his bottom when he passes
through here on retirement.

You knew Wheels was back and is straightening things up in Ocean Islande
Barley gent on "sick" leave and Holland is aeting. 8. is due back soon though

- EEr— : o, o B ¥
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Iremonger's wife as wecently extremely ill at Vaitupu with, as far
as could be gauged, peritonitis. The "Kiakia'" was rushed down, and she
has since receovered. However, they are coming down here in January,
and wont I have to mind my ps and gs about cards and calling then.
Iremonger himself has been I understand, none too well. Apparently, it
is a little like loliere's play "Le Medicin malgre lui" with them.

#dernham is to relieve in the Ellice Islands, and Keegan who is goling a
course ander V/ernham at Tarawa, is to relieve at Tarawa.

Irishman still in the Phoenix Islands as far as we know - at Gardner.
I'o news from him for a long while.

Irb is at Beru, with wife and child, so Honor and Alaric will have
some company if they go there.

Clarke is back at Ogean Island, with lirs C. and the lad, who is T
hear a bonny lad. L., is I understand, confidentially, to be retired.
Blaikie must be on his way to the Solomons now, as the new Police
Officer Doxat, late .of Palestine and British Honduras, has arrived.

Two new Cadets since you were there - Williams, a2 red headed Welshman,
late of the staff of the Daily liirror, and another has Jjust arrived
whose name I forget at the moment. I know the latest Cadet for the

B. 8. I. P. is named Attlee, and is a cousin of the Lord Privy Seal,
or a nephew, I forget which.

Kennedy has settled down in the Solomons and according to liarchant is
doing a good job of work. He has been acting as D. 0. Nggela, and
Supt. of Police and Prisons pending Blaikie's arrival,

Had a line from Carvey the other day. Ee like myself 1s moaning. He
says he is back at the good old stage of filing correspondence and
x-referencing 1. P.s. There seems to be something wrong with the Ser-
vice that executive officers should have to do this. It looks as though
what we really neéd is an efficient clerical service.

o other news of personnel, I think.

Nothing much to tell you gbout the office - its the same eternal
grind. o reply from S. S. yet about Native Laws. Co-operative Society
Ordinance and Rules are going through with one or two minor amendments
suggested by the S. S. That futile Coastal Traffic Ordinance was
repealed. Amending COrdinance to llative Passengers Ordinance went
through " Nothing in this Ordinance to apply to any native—owned canoe
or other craft of under five tons burthen". Status of half-castes
legislation has gone down a rabbit-warren in the boss's room. Heaven
knows if it will ever be done while he is here.

Just had a very long letter from Erb, who talks about life in the
Ge. &. E. and so the following extracts may interest you. "I feel the
advent of Keegan is a curse of major importance". "Enid met the
Iremongers at Vaitupu on the way up. She was wearing some very tight
trouser affairs and looked like a balloon barrage.....Bnid found Mrs. I
very patronizing, overpoweringly so: she took Enid aside and gave her
all the tips about life in the Colony"."

"Which brings me to Terrienne who has of course violated the Closed
District at Sydney Island absolutely intentionally and flagrantly - I
believe - to force the issue. Sadd tells me that Gallagher told him
clearly in front of him, Sadd, that if he landed at Sydney, he would be
prosecuted. Terrienne is pumping up some silly excuse about a clause in
a letter from the Resident saying 'if you have any representations to
make, I shall of course be pleased to hear them'. The trouble is that
Barley is still deceived by the dirty Froggie's cunning diplomacy. How
I love the Bishop! "

There is also a log about the death of poor olé Tiger Tim Levelt. It
was a tremendous blow to the lission. It seems that some arsenic used
to catech rats had been out in Sadd's store room and had somehow got
mixed with some flour. Both ate, but Sadd by the mercy of heaven had
the sense to take a powerful emetic directly he felt i1l and so saved
himself, Poor Levett passed away. It was all the worsé as the Eastmans
were away, and Levett's wife and children were not with him,

God, all this typing is hard work! I will therefore give you the
other news in brief, as I have 23 other letters to write, thank the
lord, not all as long as this.

Delia went down to N. Z. by Matson boat on 1st Cctober, and H. E.
very éecently allowed me twenty-four days leave to go down with her
and come back on the Same boat. I got back on the 25th, leaving Delia
behind. We found it ' bitterly cold down there especially in Wellington .
of my seventeen days in N. Z. I spent 7 inside the Vayy Office working.
jhat a leave. However they seemed a very decent crowd of blokes. Thenu
1 went anf got bronchitis because of the weather and spent a week in
bed. We tried to see your uncle as I was desperately keen to get him b




look at my legs. Alas and alack, he left for Australia the same day on the”
same boat by which we arrived. Was I mad ? I certainly was disheartened he

had to choose that time to buzz off. We met Lady Robertison and went to tea

with her, and I have heard from Delia that she has since met some friends of *

Honor's called the lMappins. I expect Delia has given Honor the low down on
all this though.

The only cheering piece of news is that H. E. leaves for a tour on lionday
the day after tomorrow, for a visit to T., PP and S (A). Dr. Mac, Charlton,
Archie Reid, self and H. E. form the party:should be good fun. I'm only going
because H. H. V. wont as he does not trust me to behave myself in the office
while he is away!

o other news. I must cease now. Do call in here on your way back, as we
do want to have a talk with you about the P. I. Group. Hmmmexk Delia is
greatly looking forward to meeting Honor when you pass through N. Z. on your
return. The great event is timed for &th or 9th December, and so the son and
heir and/or daughter end heiress should be there when you meet Delia. Care of
the Bank of llew South Wales Auckland will always find her.

Ti n.r_‘;ala anne,
%@G’C’ L]

Ti a kabo,
Incidentally you had bettee get back to the Colony quick as Barley is trying
to play the fool with the Board of Gilbertese examiners, by bajlng that if
you are not there, Terrienne, Pujubet, and Co. can form it. Bew—g!
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Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacitic,
I1th December, 1940,

Dear Grinsell, o

| suppose you have long ago given up expecting any
reply to your letter, which you wrote such ages ago. I
must apologize most humbly tor my rudeness, but | have been
very busy indeed during the last year or so and have Fag
to neglect all my private correspondence, Actually |
see your letter reached my home in the Gilbert Group, where
| never secem to live, in August, 1939, and was redirected
to New Zealand and thence to Fijl, where It caught me early
this yeares

|t certainly was a welcome surprise to hear from
you for | had no idea that anyone at Highgate, much less
someone | actually knew, had anthropological leanings. |
can remember you in the second form, though a bit vaguely
| admit - as far as | can remember | never did a stroke of
work so it must have beén 8 miracle my getting out ot the
tform at all. lts sad how one gets out of touch with wne's
old school out here - | have never met a single person from
Highgate since | left Cambridge in 1929; they just don't
seem to exist in the South Sease

| wish | could claim to be an expert on archaeology
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or anthropology, as you very evidently are with so many
published works to your credits, It seems ages since |
wrote anything in that line and | don't see much hope ot
doing any serious anthropological study in the future
unless | can settle down on some island for at any rate a
years,

| do not know whether | shall ever be able to visit
England again, but 14+ | do | shall most certainly endeavour
to get in touch with yous I'm atraid, however, that you'd
tind me @ very boring person, for |l vears of living in the
remoter islands of the South Seas do not fit one for
otdinary civilized life, Once one has felt the strange
call ot the South Sea atolls one cannot live happily very
tar trom the lagoons and palm trees. | came home to
England in 1936 but could $ind no-one who had apparently
heard ot the Paciftic Islands so was glad to finish my leave
in Hawail, where people could, as it were, speak one's own
language., Since then | have confined my visits to civile
ization to such places as New Zealand, where there are
groups of people interested in Pacific studiess

Since 1937 | have been busy colonizing the uninhabi teq
Phoenix Islands. It has been a most fascinating job - when
we tirst landed on them they were Just empty atells, lving
out in the very centre of the Pacitic, and there was somethip

about their lonliness which just gripped the imagination,
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Now, as a4 result of 2 years ettort, there are nearly
|,000 permanent residents on the three southern islands
of Hull, Sydney, and Gardner, with smiling villages full
ot contented settlers where only a few months before there
was nothing but birds and surt.

Since last August we (that is my wife, son aged 2,
and myself) have been living on Pitcairn lsland, engaged
in devising a constitution, code of laws and system of
government for the benefit of the descendants of the "Bounty"
mutineerss Being the tirst goverament official to live
here tor any length of time everything has to be worked
out from scratch, but the various Christians and Youngs
ate very kind to uss

We have now completed our work here (which included
supervising the Agf first stamp TIssve, which you'll see
on the envelope) and are wailting for a ship to take us on
to my next assignment, which is in the Kingdom of Tongaa
Its a bit of a strain walting for a ship to put in an
appearance for of course we receive no warning of when to
expect one - so far we have only been walting about 10
days and one may come tonight, or on the other hand its
just as likely that there wont be one for three monthsg
and they only wait halt an hour tor one to be packed and
awayl

You'd be interested in the collection of adzes and

other prehistoric stone implements which | have succeeded
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in obtaining on Pitcairne Emory lists |7 stone implements
trom Pitcairn in American Museums, There are 36 in the
British Museum and 50 in the Pitt=Rivers Museum at Oxtord.
Well, as a result of six months intensive searching and
digging, in which | got the whole island to assist, | have
got over 1,500 different artifacts = | imagine that its
casily the largest collection of Polynesian archaeological
material from any island in the South Seas. We have
packed up the stones into |l cases and |'m taking them with
me to New Zealand and sincerely trust that the GCermans
don't sink the ship on the way, or the loss to Pacitie
students will be quite irreparables

Of course we couldn't collect 1,500 stone adzes,
etcs in 6 months by digging alone, but fortunately the
islanders had been collecting for years in case someone
would want such stones = so | bought all their collections
tor spot cashs Much ot the material consists of types
hitherto unknown in the Pacific area and will, | hope,
cause no little exclitement in the small circle Interested
in Pacitic archaeologys

| must stop now as its time to go tor a scramble
up the clitfs before turning Ine e send you anything
| write on the Pitcairn stutf, as | think 1t might Interest
you, but much time will be needed to write it up = probably

years, as there is so much to do all the time,

T

I —————
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| do hope that the world is treating you well,
with none of this bombing one hears so much of on the
wirelesse. | have refrained from touching on war subjects,
as it must be quite bad enough living in the middle of it
without having one's letters tilled with war talk.

With many thanks for the article from "Folk-Lore"
which you sent me and which both my wite and | have read
with great interest,

Yours sincerely,

/

PeS, Some years ago Henry Balfour promised to write up
the material from Pitcairn in the various British Museums.
It you ever meet him you might remind him of this and say
that his results are being anxiously awaited,

Thinking of Henry Balfour made g realize how cut
up into watertight compartments anfhrogo:ogy i5. I get
every anth.,, arch.,, historical, or scientific publication
on the Pacific areca and the house 1s always littered with
the stutt « yet | have never seen a copy of J.R.A.l. or
"Man™ in 5 yearss Several years ago | tried to join the

Royal Anths Inst., and Tommy Hodson, who was always having
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a war with them, promised to fix it up; but nothing
happeneds. Again in 1936 Camilla Wedgewood and Prot.
Elkin in Sydney said that ‘they'd arrange it; but again
nothing happened. So | take Itﬁthev consider me an
undesirable member, or else don't want to rob me of my

lite sube, which Is still waiting at my English banks

14 you ever visit the place | should be g+ernajty
grateful it you would #ind out what | have done to merit

permanent exclusione

-



11ith December 153%8.

H.E.Maude Esq.,
Gilbert Islands,%Central Pacific.

Dear Maude,

It was with very deep interest that I noticed, when browsing over
the recently published Highgate School Register, that since you
left Highgate you have been studying my favourite hobbies,-
archaeology and anthropology, and are now studyinz native races
first hand. It is evident that you are the fellow who sat next
to me in the Second Tform under K.R.G.Hunt, and that you were in
Fitzroy Lodge(I was in Eestgate), The collecting instinet, which
manifested itself in stamps in 1921-3, has in both our cases
developed into a mania for collecting archaeological and anthropo-
logical data and stringinz them togéther in the form of booksg and
papers,

It ig indeed over fifteen years since we last met at Highgate,
but the years have not dimmed my recollection of you(rather sandy
hair and dolichocephalic cranium)and it is wonderful what a common
enthusiasm for arch.and anth. can do : it can easily bridge a gzap
of fifteen years and a distance of several thousands of miles; the
y at anyrate in Burope, we are living under a cloud and
are not sure whetherhw1ll burst upon us or be dispelled, and so it
behoves us to make the best of our time now,

I very much hope that things will straighten out in a way that is
just for everyone,fgg'that we shall be able to look forward to a
dotage of ¢g¢ attending meetings of the Royal Anth.Inst., and kindrec
societies, and reading of papers etc., and in any case I hope it

more sSo as

will not be another fifteen years before we again exchange greetings.
As a matter of fact I am #g¥ only a dabbler in arch.and anth., as
on leaving school rather prematurely in 1923 I was obliged through

force of circumstances to o into a commercial business straight



away, but while still at Highgate I began collecting flint
implements. Although only a dabbler, I have already had over 40
papers published on archaeological subjects, mostly about barrows,
as well as a book on Ancient Burial Mounds of England which appeared
in 1936; and my second book will appear in a few weeks, when I shall
be very happy to send you a complimentary copy. It deals with the
Berkshire Downs in Archaeology and Folklore. I am now writing ny
third book, which will probably be entitled Megaliths, Earthworks,
and Superstitions, and will desl with the traditions connected with

prehistoric sites in England and it will also include material from
Wales, Ireland, Scotland, Brittany, and perhaps parallels from
elsewhere, Meanwhile T enclose for yoyur acceptance a little
preliminary paper I did as an introduction to the larzer work £#-
which T am now compiling.

Presumably you are not in the Gilbert Islands for ever, and if
RheamaShRON e ICoNIE iol TRRLong, o i satn! Shrdl e die: o
e U p?rhap% Wwe could ‘arrenge i meet, I should be glad to
learn what kind of barrows they haye . it s

in the 3ilbert Islands, and

e, and whether anything in
' for peligious or funerary

whether there is worship of stones the
the shape of megaliths is erected

pmrposes,
I remember the first two lines op & rote about the
oem you W
school sports : "The sun did brightlyp hi )
shine;
The sports were very Fine, i, but I forcet
the rest ! E> : 7

I probably know lots of people Who
when you were there., e.g., Burkitt
know Prof.J.H.Hutton (Nagas of Assan)
president of the Folklore Socty.

A thousand good wishes for you,
from

J.G.D.Clark, etc., and I also
Who is next year's(1939)

fours sincerely,

L.V G&rfmsell

ar~ So s



