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ABSTRACT

Learners' communicative competence has been a major concern in developing
an EFL (English as a Foreign Language) program in the Faculty of Teacher
Training and Education, the University of Jember, Indonesia since the middle
of 1980s. Most EFL teachers at Indonesian secondary schools, including those
who are graduates of this program have attempted to apply the
communicative approach in their English teaching activities.

Research findings, such as those in Loveday (19s2) suggest that the
development of English language communicative competence is difficult in
non'English speaking contexts. Dirven and Pütz (1993) in their provocative
critique of foreign language (FL) teaching suggest that FL learners should
develop strategies to increase their intercultural communicative competence by
communicating with native speakers of the target language. This research is
concerned with the development of communicative competence in FL
situations and is focused on socio-psychotogical factors that might affect its
development.

The research data have been compiled by employing five principal
instruments, that is a questionnaire, interviews, documentary studies,
classroom observation and tests. The data have been analysed by using a
number of techniques including the gooftcon (error) analysis for the
informants' essays and thesis extracts, and the ethnography of communication
for interview and test results. This has ted to a number of findings.

Research findings in the thesis include that the Engtish program of the teacher
training in the University of Jember is not an adequate basis for the
development of English language communicative competence. The teacher
trainees' communicøtive competence reflects interference of the conversational
register in academic writing and of first languages in the negotiation of
meanings. Socio'psychological factors - motivation, attitudes, mental blocks -
result from lack of learning facilities, lack of job opportunities and of practice
of using the target language rather than teaching methods or learning tasks.

In addition to these findings, a model of essay revision has been developed in
this thesis to provide feedback for academic writing in the existing program.
Some recommendations have been made as to how communicative compittorn
problems in EFL teaching and learning activities can be alleviated.
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