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ABSTRACT

Amidst calls for foreign language curriculum renewal in Albania aligning with the Common
European Framework outcome of communicative fluency, this study seeks to understand the
existing English language teaching and learning pedagogy in Albanian elementary schools. This
is achieved by analysing the pedagogic purpose and function of a unit in the textbook syllabus
used in English language classrooms in elementary schools in Albania. Further to this the
practice of teaching English through media, common in English language programs in Albanian
elementary schools, is analysed in order to understand the pedagogic purpose and function of
this practice in English language programs. From the results of this twofold investigation, a
justification for the recommendation for the text-based approach to language learning,
theorised through a social semiotic view of language and language and learning (Halliday,
1975, 1978, 1993) is made for consideration in foreign language curriculum renewal initiatives
in Albania. The text-based approach is recommended because it provides a theorised pedagogy
conducive to achieving The Common European Framework foreign language learning outcome
of communicative language competence and provides a theorised approach which could

underpin the existing practice of teaching through media.
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