& o
Sraes

&

The Roman Imperial Cult
in Alexandria during the
Julio-Claudian Period.

Nicholas Eid

M.A. thesis submitted to
the Department of Classics,
University of Adelaide.

August 1995.

41Nr\




Contents.

ABSTRACT. 2
DECLARATION. 3
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 4
INDEX OF ABBREVIATIONS. 5
CHAPTER 1. 6
1.1 INTRODUCTION. 6
1.2 FACTORS AFFECTING THE NATURE OF THE IMPERIAL CULT. 11
1.3 EVIDENCE FOR THE IMPERIAL CULT IN ALEXANDRIA. 14
1.4 MODERN SCHOLARSHIP ON THE IMPERIAL CULT. 17
CHAPTER 2. 19
Religious precursors of the Imperial Cult in Alexandria. 19
2.1 THE PHARAONIC RELIGIONS. 19
2.2 THE CULT OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 22
2.3 THE PTOLEMAIC CULTS. 24
2.4 CONCLUSIONS. 32
CHAPTER 3. 33
Political influences upon the structure of the Imperial Cult. 33
3.1 PTOLEMAIC POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE. 33
3.2 THE CIVIC STRUCTURE OF ALEXANDRIA UNDER THE PTOLEMIES. 34
3.3 THE INFLUENCE OF M. ANTONIUS AND CLEOPATRA. 35
3.4 THE POLITICAL STATE OF EGYPT AND ALEXANDRIA UNDER AUGUSTUS. 37
3.5 THE ROMAN ADMINISTRATION OF ALEXANDRIA. 42
3.6 ALEXANDRIAN CIVIC STRUCTURE UNDER THE ROMANS. 43
3.7 CONCLUSIONS. : 47
CHAPTER 4. / 49
Art and architecture. 49
4.1 INTRODUCTION. 49
4.2 HELLENISTIC PORTRAITURE. 50
4.3 EGYPTIAN ART. 52
4.4 ROMAN IMPERIAL ART IN ALEXANDRIA. 53
4.5 ROMAN CULT ARCHITECTURE IN ALEXANDRIA. 57
4.6 THE ALEXANDRIAN COINAGE IN THE JULIO-CLAUDIAN PERIOD. 65
CHAPTER 5. 71
The written evidence of the Imperial Cult. 71
5.1 INTRODUCTION. 71
5.2 THE INSCRIPTION OF TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS BALBILLUS. 71
5.3 THE RES GESTAE DIVI AUGUSTI 75
5.4 FURTHER EVIDENCE FROM THE AUGUSTAN PERIOD. 78
5.5 PRIVATE IMPERIAL CULT IN ALEXANDRIA., 79
5.6 TIBERIUS AND THE IMPERIAL CULT. 81
5.7 THE EMPEROR GAIUS AND ALEXANDRIA. 83
5.8 CLAUDIUS' LETTER TO THE ALEXANDRIANS. 85
5.9 THE IMPERIAL CULT UNDER NERO. 89
CHAPTER 6. 92
Conclusion. ‘ 92
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 100
Primary Sources. 100

Secondary Sources. 100




- Page 2 -

ABSTRACT.

The purpose of this study is to examine the imperial cult in
Alexandria under the Julio-Claudian Emperors of Rome. It
will comsider the origins of the imperial cult in Alexandria.
It will look at the nature of the cult, through an analysis of
the contemporary art, architecture and literature. It will
study the political behaviour of the Ptolemlies and the nature
of the dynastic and personal cults the31 created to determine
what factors influenced the imperial cult in Egypt. It will
also consider briefly the effect, if any, of the native Egyptian
religions upon the cult. Finally, it will review the nature of

the imperial cult under each of the Julio-Claudian emperors.



- Page 3 -

DECLARATION.

This thesis contains no material which has been accepted for
the award of any other degree or diploma in any university
and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, contains no
material previously published or written by another person,

except where due reference is made in the text of the thesis.

This thesis may be lent or photocopied.

Signed,

NICHOLAS EID



- Page 4 -

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

I would like to thank all those people who contributed to the
writing of this thesis. To my supervisors Dr. Anne Geddes,
Dr. Margaret O'Hea, and Dr. Albert Devine for offering
advice on how to approach the subject and for the editing of
the countless drafts submitted to them.. My thanks to Gillian
Bartlett for the use of her time and computer skills in the
preparation of the final product. Finally, my thanks to my
wife Donna for her patience and understanding over the

years of study.



- Page 5 -

INDEX OF ABBREVIATIONS.

AE. L'Annee Epigraphique.
AJ.AH. The American Journal of Ancient History.
ANR.W. Aufstieg Und Niedergang Der Romischen Wellt.

B.G.U. Griechische Urkunden aus den Kgl. Museen zu Berlin
Griechische Urkunden, Vols.1-9, 1895-1937.

B.M.P. British Museum Papyrus.
C.ILG. Corpus Inscriptionum Graecarum.
C.ILL. Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum.

Dessau ILS. H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinge Selectae 1892-1916.

E.J. Ehrenberg, V. & Jones, A.HM., Documents illustrating the

reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, Oxford, 1955.

JE.A. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.
J.H.S. Journal of Hellenic Studies.
JR.S. Journal of Roman Studies.

R.S.A. Rivista Storica dell Antichita.

ZPE. Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie und Epigraphik.





