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ABSTRACT

The deployment of Indonesian \ilomen as domestic workers overseas has become a

controversial issue in Indonesian society, particularly among religious organisations and

women's organisations. This debate is fuelled by increasing reports on maltreatment

encountered by domestic workers abroad. The treatment they receive suggests that the

Government of Indonesia has not been able to render suffi.cient protection to the overseas

workcrs.

This thesis explores the background and contents of this debate in two-pronged

analysis. Firstþ, it examines the Indonesian Governmpnt's perspectives of domestic

workers' working conditions in Saudi Arabia on the basis of newspaper articles obtained

from Kompas (an Indonesian quality newspaper) during 1984 to mid-1995. The aim here is

to reveal the main themes and underlying assumptions of the issues through the

Govemment's statements in the newspaper articles. Secondly, an attempt is made to assess

the perspectives of returned domestic workers by analysing their published interviews. In

contrast to the Govemment's statements which tend to underplay the difficulties

experienced by overseas workers. These interviews portray domestic work in Saudi Arabia

as a risþ occupation. Finally, the thesis provides some policy recommendations for the

Government of Indonesia to improve protection of Indonesian domestic workers overseas,

particularly Saudi Arabia.
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