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Late in August 1370, the s.8. Allhambra, chartered by the Fulynesis

Company Limited of lUslbourne and ¥iji, to convey 170 iustraliang to the

Iglandis, fleated pescefully in tne ¥agific, and her passengers rested
rers re i

as if betwsen trances In & catalepsy. They were riddled with embiguity
" b4

ghot through with unreality and myth, for they thought they were destined

to colenize Fiji for 'ritain. syoited shouts and chesers which hed

followed the illhambre as ghe pullsd away through liohson's [Lmy, were not

Just pnrrat-ariou of delayed adolescencs, wut the ilssue of r deceotien
»

and a prelude to geizure.

The ship's departure, like tre departures of her protetypes. the

May[{lower, the Bufgalgfazget%e fory, and eother frailer ve:sols which had

hacore the cmbadimant/ooloninlist drean, wes the product of converying sets

of circumstanca@s. Yirst, thers were siroumstances in Fiji, the burning of

e white man's house, ® domand for reimbursement, an offer of cessien, the

ef Ports of a Fijiau chief teo extend his influence and reamove the thraat

of Tongan imperisl expansion. sjacondly, there wes the Ilmperial tradition
14

in its local victorian form, ne much a part of the passengers' bagrage

ps the Lrass nedgteads, planos and portmanteaux that filled the Allhambra's

hold, snd much more 1ikely to remsin intact. ¥sr the British tmpire

rgve vivid sod concrete embodiment to the pepular Australien belief in the

amnicompetence of Britain, but this could be traosd back te a deeper

bellef, which was tha secular man's understanding of himeelf as self-

sufficient. Usually, only those wio have successfully deceivad themselves



ii.

in such & way are qulnsrable to the deception of athers. Thirdly there

were the circumstances of the individuals thevselves, the chanpes of

Portune follwowing the sxcitement of the yold rushes, shattersd hopes, and

the sonditiened rellex of ronewed ontimism in rospense te reveated personal

fallure.

This thesis ains to be s slice of social histery, an sttempt te trace

how nen lived end felt sheut, what they would have called » part of their

lives, and what "the histerian”
‘hat has evelved is not a study
nineteenth century imperialiasm,
Folynesla Company in the wider,

imperiaiism, ls just one of the

oells, » “srticuler "historicel situstien”.
of the Fnlyneaia Company i1 the context of
ag originally intended, but ere of the

and more elusive context of deception, for

things that begins in minds and mouths.



