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ABSTRACT

Non-metropolitan growth has become spatiaþ concentrated in the peri-urban regions

of cities throughout the western world and the signif,rcance of this growth zone is

reflected in the large body of literature which has been generated. Despite this,

significant gaps exist which impede a complete understanding of the patterns, causes

and implications of peri-urban growth. This study endeavours to bridge these gaps in

the existing literature, with the aim of contributing toward a clearer understanding of

the nature of current patterns of population change in the peri-urban region. The peri-

urban region is conceptualised as a set of overlapping zones of net growth representing

the product of four demographic processes (suburbanisation, counterurbanisation,

population retention, centripetal migration). Previous work has failed to identify these

processes which, although quite different, are interlinked, producing differences

between and within peri-urban Statistical Local Areas (SLAs). This study combines

aggregate census data with survey data collected in three selected case studies. Three

key aspects of peri-urban growth dynamics are addressed in the context of Adelaide's

peri-urban region. Firstly, spatial differentiation of the four processes across the peri-

urban region is undertaken at the macro-scale and linked with local level case studies in

order to provide a finer level of spatial dissaggregation against which to examine the

interaction between migrant characteristics, behaviour, motivation and space.

Secondly, survey data arc utilised to establish the distinctive differences in the

composition of the migration flow according to the four processes. Thirdly, the

impacts of population growth on the social structure of the peri-urban host community

are examined at the local level.
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