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Simon Quani jo

one of the younger generation of string figure makers,
who collaborated with Ijauwe in 1939 in inventing
the last of the Nauruan classics:
'Administration Staffs',
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Translations

Egattamma - Name of a Woman, ¥ i
Dogida - Doctor. e ’ =5 Jmamnas
Eiyawet - Name of a Woman.

Eidiowinago - Name of a Woman.

Biyat Eidiowinago - Lagoon fish of Eidiowinago.
Ewarenubwi - Umbilical Cord.
Amen Ranga Ekwan - The keeper of the Sun.

Eoredeto - Long tailed cuckoo, a migratory bird.

;Tinumwito - Name of a Woman. Sas

Imwingen-kuri - Stay for a house etc.

Einogog me Euame - Einogog and Euame - Names of two Women.
Ngamungama..

Ameang.

Demaibure - Name of a Woman.

. Ekaibwid - Name of an important woman. Her other name is Eigamoya.

She was a peacemaker at War.
Amet Dedogo Oeron - The man that holds up the sky.
Ikibong-ror - Noddy net (black noddy).

—TGireda me an Ibog - Gireda and his Well.

VX 2

Amwangiyo =~ (ﬂ S r_.-r;. 2.

Eadeto - A smaller female black noddy.

Ekwan = The Sun,

Ramwinimada - Antares, in the constellation Scorpio.
Barabaraimor.

Mwiteremaremao.

Imwinuman.

Emor = Flying fish.

Wawu Phiqﬁfh

Delaporte - Rev.LDelaporte, a Protestant Missionary. |?qq1}

Itsiyo me Araiman - Itsiyo and Araiman - Itsiyo was the wife of
Araiman, They were the first Nauruans
according to Nauruan legend,

Deban Atia - The name given to a large rooster brought to Nauru
by a trader.



=%, Durang.
? TIbunemun.
X Ikonamadang - Name of a Woman (fictitious).
Imwinumwen - Teeth of emwen, a small red fish.

Eidiow Dogobea ILidewoaro - Three names, name of a Woman, name of a
Man and name of a Woman.,

v/'Eigemeang - Name of a Voman.
‘. Apekokora - Name of a large towering rock in Anibare District.,
7~ Edoroking - Name of a Woman.

Eigamoya or Ekaibwid - Name of an important woman, she had two
names, Eigamoya and Ekaibwid. She was a
peacemaker during tribal War.

v Emainodogonigae - Name of a Woman.,

? kmmmmnmm.x
b’// Eidobu -~ Name of a Woman,

Eidenamo and Eidebara - NameSof two Women.

V//é Dogienimadang.

? Eongetababo.
b//YnErage me an kiri - Erage and her stool,
v~ Dagabe and Demadang - Names>of two men.
' Amen Biri - The people of Biri.
< Ibureniyo - A bulging growth in the trunk of a tomano tree.
.~  Edema me Edouwa - Edema and Edouwa - Two Women, Cousins.
_— Oeron - Rain.

. Etogerer me Etogerita - Etogerer and Etogerita - Two names, meaning
not lknown.

2  Edu
Daon - Name of a Man,
Eraipwin - Name of a Woman.
p// Dabamadoa me Debenori -~ Names of two men.
v Manuye me an Iragu - Manuye and his weapon.
! Aor - Crayfish.
L/"Ekuen - Initial step of the string figure.
Twinbawo = A jelly fish.
X2 Déwereperep.
N Eyororo me Laroro = Eyororo and Earoro = Two Butterflies.
? Dito Dita.

-Jrakeya me Banab - Urakeya and Banab - Urakeya is a cave, Banab is




o

-

3.

a name of a place.
Eigabanuwea = Name of a Voman.
Itubwer (Eapo) - Mat - Eapo is a name of a kind of mat.
Fikodowa - Name of a Woman.
Adiben - Name of a Man, a Warrior.
Agen Adeto - A black noddy, smaller kind.
Ibiya = A lagoon fish.
Aininwen.
Gaidugiago.
Iyo me Gorinoa - Iyo and Gorinoa - Names of two men,

Majiowa - Name of a Star.

X Equor = Ekwor.

Eidigauw - Name of a Woman, the wife of Trader Thomas Hansen.

Ngan - Surf.

Tkumum - Name of a small flat fish that lives in holes at the edge

of the reef.
Eoen Kadama - Hook for catching flying fish.
Amen Rucao.
Ekwen Ngawor - A fishing canoe.
Eikamwen Paim.
Dowogorin.
Nanan Akiwoe = A leg of the Curlew.
Aro Nanan Akiwoe = Two legs of the Curlew,
Aro Ekwan - Two Suns.
Kewedo.
Erok.
Edango - (Dried) Pandanus jelly.
Ikibong - A fishing net.
Eru.
Nanaﬂakibaeoe -~ The legs of the Dragon Fly.
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finger string; release little fingers.

9, Repeat movement 5,

10, Release middle and ring fingers; with opposite hand grasp radial
index string, remove index then turn loop over away from you
and replace on index,

11. Small Amwangijo,
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a\) A Phe German anthropologist Hambruch visited Nauru for six weeks
in 1910 and although he did not collect any figures while on the islang
he returned to Germany with a Nauruan informant, Eodebu, from whom he
obtained 27 simple figures which he recorded in an ingenious and amusing

kg terminology invented by himself, and reproduced in his book.






{oa)

Whenever Hambruch has recorded a figure identical, or nearly
identical, with one obtained by me I have given a reference. Any
figures recorded by Hambruch but not seen by me have been rewritten and
reproduced, with due acknowledgement, using the terminology employed

throughout this work.
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13 f Openlﬂg A,

[ -
TwJ.st all loops ince déx and flazttle/z/z}ly{an ul,,ar’dlrectxﬁi,\
.2f thumbs 1n//ﬁﬁmél Q}re Gon)ly/ V

2N Eongatubabo.

3" space

This figure is identical with the Banaban "Temua ni Maniba'.and It is
almost identical with the Tikopia "Vai Ngutu Toru", exeeps-shat the

only difference being that fingers as well as thumbs are rotated in/pratd s
radiel—-diveetion on TikoPia.2

tbe FL"M.& oh

Chant (sung repeatedly whilst meking the figure):
I bur in ijo me eman in ijo.

Bud of the "ijo" end leaves of the "ijo".

2
Maude 1958:35; Firth and Maude 1969:No.5. For another translation

of Iburingijo see No.67.



S. BARABARATMOR Short String
(Hunch~backed man-eating shark)
%Learnt from Etibaa;

&_Ha.mbmch, No.8, p.353, whideh is identical,

1, Opening A,
25 Twist rlght little finger loop by rotating little flnger away

from you; dmi—tmdsﬁﬁnm twist left thumb loop by
rotating thumb toward you, WM

5 s Eongatubabo,

L, Bend indices down away from you and the hunch-backed shark appears,

-
1y —

[%‘ 3 ‘QL» Auid A4S A dewkecal b, e RBomno o 1
\I [}

(ﬁm}w ol bt VP T‘Ukbuia\.. WJ..u_, Tako :'m-u exce;.zV ot

e 3
-uko P Y e)cbumlea as o glof filmue.,
_!hnnr 5 ( rom Hambruch) ? A

Barabaraimor Of W thmi)imm%(f‘
Sharky den come and blte,f, o g
( "'--Be,rc.baralmorf 6{ aitn:;nzaﬂm JW-’L’J*’W\QGLOCL <

& uh&?’k/ (@% come and blte/

: Eod fq ba: Vo7
BIWIO-M-'L' 5?6"8”. 3.3)' T—}m PO \'vlo.g_n_.p@_ 19 “a



/, ~ IWINBAWO
(A species of jelly-fish)

?Learnt from Deganeg

1, Opening A,

2, Ai[!ar_!‘g_ ij Os

Z ;-:-\-"a,ﬁ"’ oLe S
o

-

Shert String

= = - L] i) i .“.E-
( 'PL( b CEJ{ D'!:LLQ. &2 Lx‘.;i‘}\A_LQ C ;1,.{.; .!_.U\/lt’lc\, *-E\e 61-& Riege
(

\

Wb

I T@. Ka.;uw TO‘\ oS a_/ke .

]

~g mw_&j‘@_ 9 B, 24












Chant /A
Eden meyang, eden meyang.
1
The rain falls and stops, the rain falls and stops.
- Hdetarar edetarar, edetaraiﬂ'"‘:;?

.

The rain falls gently, the rain falls gently,

-

~—lden me eang, me eang, me éé—ﬁ“g.\\

The rain falls and stops, and stops, and stops.

—
o

'T'Q-p-_if’- afe Lo LTS (r{. exl "’W”L"“bi‘ e L. L8 e

_/
~ernn T‘B\M»U-fa&.:,vi

s o
(see olss 116.18) amd N is aandelo €
ol telone sias

e Moidil (awa Dpetsmesia, Folumestos
o'

y Ho'«v\d«taL (925 4 (I~1&, 0]-%F|
Meuede 1968 ¢ ¥ Pt ousel

H ab-{--‘ea’.ﬁ. tq,t‘? Y & '--'{-:IB 5

mavde 1967 No: 40









gl ls —t’eri/ -
loop from pweximal=side, and return through @¥stal loop,

Release right index finger and extend,

8, With right thumb and index finger take hold of 1eft‘ﬁ;r thumb

. neaA
string and left radigl little finger string close to left hand,
-goc»::-ii

Release left thumb ancl then lnsert away from you, into Loope
-e«eﬂ,al.- M#ﬁ‘(‘l%— J.A —"ﬁ‘{,wff \..},-,. LA d X

Release strings held by right thumb and index finger,
9. Repeat 8 with other hand,

10, Caroline Extension,

N~
| 4

\

me (. aastine owu:; G‘Lx-u‘_?i‘
calc ules ale ‘::rvvaL AN
3&9/»«,}_1 a_k :BLO,J T =0 ‘%JF“U 5

“P-vr Mum Hous Calediues
a[q-:‘lolr

"q Toxpme 19061255-9; mme iqgws tos-67 Hewmatl 1927% e
Dowtdssn Q417 §69-10; ru..iabf\'\. 196G Zx?-rwr Jernmess [ Z1o- )

jfha.ntf .
W

Ame/ A g ewarangarangada me ewarangarangada.

Ame, Ami shoots up and shoots up.

Clh ot/ m (‘.ﬁ.w HMLW&&J;

5 s . il
Qg ok, ol owwl , oovne ol O

[

\ €  MNaAoAA MNAR Maja.}

\ MLE WO S o 'Amaﬂhouux! MOLJ/DL-i
i Y2



/0, WAWU Long String

IE omué

gLearnt from Ijauwef

ik, Double loop and Opening A,

2, Twist all loops.

BR Pass thumbs, from disset—=ite, through index loops and insert
. : : Lelsis L, meal
into little finger loops from preximemt—side, return with sadéal
little finger strings,

Arelawr

Lk, Pass little fingers, from preximat—side, through index loops,
insert into thumb loops from préﬁiggi—eéde and return with ;Q;;T
thumb strings,

B Release indices,

6. Remove loops from left thumb and hold between teeth; transfer
left little finger loops to left thumb, right little finger
loops to left little finger, right thumb loops te right little

finger and mouth loop to right thwub,

»

T o _
-7 -—:-:i Saoau..

| Whew S—Q‘.uwwaa, Ane. s ‘?:L%;.Ll{,. %"dw s iessed *{:iff
N avs st oo Nautuen hotbean Aot Covme ‘f-(mm Narvors

: s 4 RArks
Hewee U g mamme Oalw" “the wland o uwbaedn Moewstes
7'_3' 3:!46.:.3.}:24’.-. :?/r:t.s d‘.-lofugé'za.l"CJ 4:“ m'e_ke?_) M “'&LE‘ ﬁ{_‘,.\'_;(_u'._m{";
hf. L e __{-u-a.xe.:_f Hie iﬁl%(_u.&- & manadl o com pleCron .

"’Mc,ku}, 192% 1 qo.
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TRese is aw idewlical figie im Yhe New
2 — =
J“‘(‘/!P-'U-@E&S .u-»to P,D M\;—M‘/ﬁ.
Chant: #
Mwiteremaremao mwiteremaremao baedo besedo bwa A

ta nangang ukwena ma dapiuer dapiuer dawok dawok

U,
dawadawoky= & {Jintranslatables.

PR

" Dickey 1928 162-%.

e






/3, BIRI Short String

f%giﬂambruch, No.7, p.352.

1, Opening A,

2: Release little fingers,

OutA
3. Pass little fingers-distal-te index loops, insert into thumb
o./"..'*\."u“'-..-
loops from distal-side and transfer thumb loops teo little

fingers,

il e
4, Pass thumbs preximal—%te index loops, and little finger loops,

return with both little finger strings, then insert inteo

. belows .
index loops from preximal—side; twist thumbs away, down,

Jou

towards you and up, carrying with them awlmar index strings,
and release indices,
_l’-'a[}{:'{).;_. ‘ 5 = 3
5. Insert thumbs, from preximal-—side, into little finger loops

as,
and return with-égﬁiat little finger strings,

6, Caroline Extension,

"
2 shace
4 - t D e R0 5% L.{.f:--‘: " 6 FuLs =
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Chant # C Moo severad Z-r;..;'s);
Amen Biri o roeta.
The people of Biri are like birds.
«<—— Bir- was a mythical country in which the inhabitanta

had such bilg ears that they could fiy with them.

—

1> ‘
Davidsqa, 1941 : 35—4) e (az(‘!‘/ 1960 : 477 .






T Return hands to normal position,

8. Rotate little fingers away from you and up, carrying with them

oA
im strings of loops held by middle, ring and little

fingers; release middle and ring fingers and then release

thumbs,

LAy

LA _ ! :
9. Pass thumbs index loops and insert into little

el
finger loops from p::nilm—!—s-:-d-e, rotate thumbs away from

ioﬁ.
you, down, towards you and up, carrying with them r little

finger strings; release little fingers,

10, Repeat 2 and 3.

—mp—

; m‘a,u_a‘s [qsg. Z1-2 ond %O,

e ! I # ! y

"‘.’L‘. £ 6 SOk oL
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15. ERUEYN - Short String

(Castor oil fish)
Learnt from Aku

Hambruch, No.24, p.364, is identical with the second figure.

méah
1.  Insert thumbs into loop so that the meddel thumb string is
about six inches long, the rest of the loop hangs loosely
down.

LSUESs_
2. Pass left little finger to right and towards you, disial te

,“eigf”théJraééﬂ& thumb string, pick up this string on back of little
— finger close to right thumb and return to left; pass right fven)
little finger to left and towards you, &istellte right pesse: =~
meai thumb string, insert into left thumb loop from preximsi—side “&e&nf
end return to right. Draw hands apart until strings are taut.

Jelowr : \ | ;
3.  Insert thumbs, from preximal-esde, into little finger loops

and return with fﬁ&ﬁfﬂ little finger strings.
.t

4« Caroline “Extension.

(b) IKIBON

(A fish net)

S Naveho thumbs with hanging loop.

6. Place tips of thumbs and indices together and allowindex
loops to slip on to thumbs.

Ta Caroline Exténsion.,

5%_11 space






13, Caroline Extension but the right index pickSup the distal JJ,-fT»-,,_«.?_
efb-
radial thumb string,

1%, Release right thumb and work hands apart,

[~
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5. Insert thumbs, from preximel—side, into index loops which have
neok : . : !
sediet strings rumning from hand to hand, return with these strings
and release indices from all strings.

6. Insert indices, from ésstzi—swide, into little finger loops, hook

meat
up wediel little finger strings on tips of indices and stretch
fingers widely apart.

Tis Felease thumbs and the loops jump.

; i e oo g e Tuwowale
—’!J'B,L-_{, Seties 48 :Im,-\.ucl.. otk o urche alenx . gf’ > feoull

and. }»v&;a.tﬂ M ‘lﬁe rh-,w{-‘q QAL LA et fotak I-;., Ylew Ca,eqm Q
'Ej"" lox u,\ f Hoe Yeast
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Chant:,#
Ama nanga, nange, Btegerer me Etogarita o, eba ron oano.
We come, come to Biegerer and Etogarita but the bones are broken.
Chant @ (from Hambruch):
Ama nana nanz etekerir m' etigerir me etegeritau.,]
You come and come and pursue him and pursue him/but he jumps to
the side/ (&t the last word the thumb lets oa:;-dthe loops

unravel to the opening .Pos:.tlon l/)j\ L

S o O 5 )
(_Zpa ran o ano’) /‘H’re are his bones? z ¢ %,,.,, Lf.fu s
T vaho 4&;1:791_5" - ! leadl
7 i (31 Baxeole: vuntbeled f

E'MOQ’@ omd. ”i’iw&xmw f7o. A% |
&’N*‘i&wv"-I?-"QI ,;,’23’({/ HmaLlTl'f&o L 834 Loade [ 67 Yo il-;
Hotwell- (927 4)-F) mm%- g% 163, Hoddewm 1q1%! 13479,









2,

3.

e

I'S. NGAN Short String
(Two breakers)

{}earnt from Akuj

Position 1 with string doubled,
Pass indices away from you prowimai—to—ulmar little finger
string, hook up this string on back of indices and return
to position,
GUeA. aaal Delmur
Pass thumbs distel—be—radiml index strings, insert from preximal
4o
sige into little finger loops and return with wdmwer little
finger strings,
Navaho thumbs,
Keeping strings taut, the fingers and thumbs are alternately spread

wide and closed up, the hands being brought together and separated

by this action, This was described as a child's figure,

S\



E1Ko dowA

o ¥ ]
/9. -ExopowA- Short String
(The name of a woman)

;’Learnt from Simon % Quanijo

1, Insert thumbs only into loop,
,umd. ef
2, Bring little fingers towards you preximat=te thumb loops and
return te position with both thumb strings,
3 Insert indices behind opposite palmar string as in Opening A,
e lisar .
4, Insert thumbs, from preximal—side, into index loops, Navaho thumb
loops and release indices, Extend hands to pull knot tight,
5, Release left hand then take hold of right little finger loops
and release right hand,
6, Holding loop in left hand insert right hand into loop and as you

chant make a series of chopping movements until the loop breaks

open,

2
4




Chant: 4

Amang tuwiten taide aeo mwimwi. Ama widu me eo widu
Ekodowa bwe eong bwe emaro. Awidu.

We are going to chop down rubber trees. We come back
but Ekodowa does not come for she 1s crying because she
is thirsty. I come.

¢——During times of drought the bark of one kind of tree was
cooked and eaten. On one occasion Ekodowa would not return
home with the rest of the people because they gave her nothing

to drink.

l - 4p P A ¢ o T & .
a hf[(u,u:{e (G o8 1§72 P dl omd nawde 1969 ¢ e









This is said to represent two bables going to their

mother's breast.

Chant # (from Hambruch):

: auuen titsin bu tuui
Enu L e e uin, /\\ PR e

Two little fellows get ready

LR / . J

T \

"0 kimama 0 kimama 0! ) \

/Eo tuet titsin ion, bue ebarqa a kuoﬁ; /

To drink milk, to drink milk, oho!

¥y 4 /

i FESZ .
The one he cannot get there, and now /

in okimama 0!y /

he does not get milk any more! o

[Titsimen kare nia.ﬁ

The little fellow is sad and cries,

=

Hozé O‘-J‘



28, ®moOR II Long String
*(Flying fish)

ﬁLearnt from Etiba%f

1o Make a small loop in the large loop, passing right string over
left siring, and hold strings where they cross between teeth.
Insert hands, away from you, into larger hanging loop, then turn
hands with a circulsr movement, outward, downward and upward on
either side of strings of large loop. Insert little fingers from
below into small hanging loop and release strings from mouth.

2 Transfer wrist loops to thumbs.

B Ingert thumbs, from'peéggggg;ﬁﬁﬂﬁ, into little finger loops and

meah

return with rsésel little finger strings.

4o Caroline Extension.

e

(¢)
Conivomybow- ERU (fish)

P First player, A, lowers his hands until figure is in a horizontal

position, Second player, Bs inserts little fingers, from






his hands,

9, A performs Caroline Extension.

(D

Lerbtinuetion (name not known)

10. A keeps his hands in an upright position. B inserts little fingers
into figure between zadied thumb strings and-ui=er little finger
strings which form base of figure; with each little finger he

neal 4
hooks up the two zediel thumb strings, then raises his hands above
upper horizontal string of figure and picks up this string with
NEAA—
little fingers allowing »adizl thumb strings to slip off; then
he ifiserts his thumbs, towards A, into figure and picks uPAigiar
little finger strings. A releases his hands.
Jitre B inserts thumbs, from presmei—side, intd little dinger loops

A LA
and returns with zediel little finger strings; Caroline Extension.



Cnr
v

e)
Somtinuetien EDANGO (dried pandanus preserve)

A arranges fi so that there are six diamonds. B lowers his
&

hands and A, slanding at B's left hand, inserts his little fingers,

a,i'.rm.rﬂn

from é+etet—sidey into the triangles at each side of the first

diamond and close to B's left hand; into the next pair of triangles
aﬂf‘u’\!‘e—

he inserts his thumbs, also from #istai—side; he pushes his thumbs

onvards, proximed—te the intermediate diamond and up again into

the third pair of triangles; his little fingers he ingerts, from

proximet—side, into the fourth pair of triangles and B releases

his hands. A works figure until loose string is pulled into figurve.



( &)

Lenbimaatien (name not known)

13. Leeping the figure extended A presents to B the back of his right
hand; B passes middle, ring and little fingers, from pmximal*f—ﬁﬂf;
siamy into A's right little finger and thumb loops and lifts
these loops off A's hand.

14 Ihe figure consists of an upper and lower layer of strings; A
releages right hand, B releases left hand and each picks up with
his free hand the loop which belongs to the upper layer of strings

and opens up the figure.
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strings, then insert into index loops, also
-gdde and transfer index loops to thumbs,

9. Caroline Extension,

Ay
&~
S

Chant % (From Hambruch):

Ibia ar—omin, ibla aromin (1;3
Two lagoon fish, two 1agoon1fish
<Arake, araKE““_““‘_

Both fight, both fight,

Gla ar tlk_@eeeren, [meveren

And make 1t up again.

from prewimml Srelisur













Ae
strings then insert into index loops also from preximat—side
and release indices,

11. Caroline Extension,












Chant i w
Daonae;baonae)Dedabage&Bedabage 0.
This is Daon, this is Baon,

This 1s Dedabage, this is Dedabage.



2%, AOR Short String

(crayfish)

i = SR il..earnt from Deﬂane}

||| = '_.r ) - — ‘ ] - { I/ £
| é“o o] fg‘IJ—J' a8 ol O (T RAA Imw /
r |‘ Y -

A; _Perferml—to-L—of~Fruem,

5 -2, Release thumbs,

é 3, Exchange index loops, right index loop going through left Hidsr
loop,

AL 4
"/ 4, Pass thumbs proximal—te index loops, insert into little finger
Hedirr

loops from preximzi—side, return with -l’&diﬂ-l little finger
strings then insert thumbs into index loops also from -preximal

side and release indices,

8]
\

5e Caroline Extension,

&



Sib

ERUEN Short St¥ing

- '(Ca.stor oil --ffé'l:t)

) (Learnt from Alu)

Soe also Hambmch No. 211 pP.36%,

neal-
1% Insert thumbs into loop so that the radial thumb string is

—_—

about six inches long, the rest of the loop hands loosely ‘Q\Mﬁ’@
down,
%r}iz cl.z_.H'
o Pass left little finger to right and toward you, -da.-e'bui-—&o the

ra‘l:t:EEI“ thumb string, pick this string up on 1ts back clese

J’_D_,}M .:\,-_,,«J

to right thumb and return t.o keft; pass r:tgh:b little finger
w If f,D B ;/ e i

to et and towards you, d-:.-sta:l::h right radiat thumb string,

b Al

insert into left thumb loop from presimai—eide and return
L2

to rii;l::t. Draw hands apart until strings are taut.

Al
3. Insert thumbs, from proximel—aside, into little finger loops
o oA

and return with vedial little finger strings.

L, Caroline Extension,

IKIBUN

/(/A/,ﬁsh nef.)









Jeeliss

into little finger loops from ﬁméaimal_side, return and insert
8
into index loops also from dreximel —e3de and release indices.

6, Caroline Extension,

- -






oJrse

8. Insert indices, from éisted—side, into thumb loops, return with
M EoA- -
zedxed thumb stirings and release thumbs,

ol A .
9. Pass thumbs pmeximzi™be index loops, insert into little finger loops

. meéatl
from ide, return with zedded little finger strings and

insert into index loops also from pzeximeld—side; release indices.

10 tareline Extension.,

i = Fat ) “__,_Q_ .
Q’\ CQIE-D,,

0

L) AANL

This was said to be one of the oldest Nauruan figures.






M Ead )_,J Uyt
radial little finger strings then insert thumbs, from -proximal

side into index loops and release indices,

9. Caroline Extension,

Chantsh

Akamwarage bwe deide daberatabugatage urura abai- absi urur
eperia me pa atarai sbau ewa e mate e mate Méakin Q/* éﬁgntranslatablég.









Chant:4
Eijororo me Earoro, Eijororo me Earoro, denaroro,

")
denaroro, duro/-ﬁffﬁhtranslatable1.

&—— This was said to be a very old figure.



249. INI Short String
{The coconut palm)

<‘-._.—
See Hambruch, No,23, p.364,

3.

Opening A,

Thowur MNeoS- SULA

Prew the redizl thumb string away from you, disbal—te all other
strings, and hook over toe) or a second player takes wadiml Y
themb=gtrirnh. and holds it,

Exchange little finger loops, left over right, likewise exchange
index loops and thumb loops,

W Tl : ;
Redéad—thmmb loop (the trunk) is pulled tight making the crossing

points, where the loops of right and left hand were exchanged,

unite at one point -~ this makes the palm,



/O, E BOK EN ATUBUIDURA Short String
(The well of Atubuidura)

e

ﬁﬁ@ Hambruch, No,27, p.366.

1. Two players take part each inserting both hands into loop.
vtk Loel Liscts,

2 A}Xtakes Bf's dorsal string between B;'s two hands and draws
it towards himself; B; likewise takes Af’s dorsal string
and draws it towards himself,

3. A¢ and By bend their hands down so that their dorsal (or wrist)
strings fall off and the strings are pulled taut evenly.
This forms a quadrangle in centre of figure,

4, A third player takes hold of the inmer parallel strings of the
quadrangle (i.e, the 22:;¥-little finger strings which cross

neal

the madi®wl index strings) and draws them downwards, This

makes a figure like a funnel -~ the well,



L /. NO NAME Short String

C,_.__.-
See Hambruch, No,l%, p.358,

1, Opening A,
2. Exchange index loops, left over right,
aﬂﬁul

3., Pass right thumb and index, from distal—side, through left
index loop, remove left thumb loop, bring up through index
loop and replace on thumb,

; ; pu%ﬂﬂl.

L, Similarly pass right thumb and index, from distel—side, through

left index loop, remove left little finger loop, bring up

through index loop and replace on little finger,

De Eongatubabo,

LS |
e
<

1f movements 3 and 4 are repeated with the other hand the result

will be a symetrical figure of three diamonds,






5,

43, 1PO Short String
(A black fish)

C'.____..
See Hambruch, No,15, p.359.

Opening A,
Exchange index loops; left over right,

Pass right thumb and index, from diwtal=side, through left index

loop, remove left thumb loop, bring up through index loop
and replace on thumb,
3 Gt,oj Tt
Similarly pass left index and thumb, from disbel—side, through
right index loop, remove right little finger loop, bring up

through index loop and replace on little finger,

VAR iy B ACL Ihe

Eongatubabe. Osboanae A0 sy






Aelur e
loops from preximal—side, return with redial little finger

strings, then insert into index loops, also from preximal belur
si®e and release indices,

10. Caroline Extension; work hands apart until figure appears,

1

‘itpac.e.



<

—

-53:-TE BARERAKA Short String

(A little multi-coloured bird)

See Hambruch, No.13, p.357.

1.

3.

Nauru Opening I,
ofrse
Pass right thumb and index, from distel—side, through left index
loop, remove left thumb loop, bring up through index leoop
and replace on thumb,
a.u'ézmv"?-a-
Similarly pass right thumb and index, from distal—side, through
left middle finger loop, remove left little finger loop,
bring up through middle finger loop and replace on little
finger,

JHongatubabo, thumbs holding down both strings of index loops,

meqs )
and radial middle finger strings.



46. EQUEN NGAWOR Short String
(Fishing canoe)
%Learnt from IjauweJ

Cwln if-y

Synonym: Badereng (the name of a man)A}ZDegane.

1, Opening A,

2, Bring hands together, make a loop on left-iiﬁ:r index string by
bringing right hand end of string towards you and to the left,
ingsert left little finger towards you into this loop, pass right

ol AP
index, from distal-side, through distal-little finger loop,
hook up proximal loop and remove it from little finger; release

left little finger and replace original loop; work loop just

made to centre of figure,

3. Eog%atubggo.



3e

/; 7. EIKAMWEN PAIM Short String
(A woman who smoked a lot)

ibearnt from Arirei}

Opening B,
frae
Release left index finger; pass left index down derssi—wspeet
of right index and transfer right index loop to left index,
EBEEQEEEQHQ with both hands; right hand working without index
loop,

Arrange figure as in illustration,

71






(

The chant which accompanies this figure tells part of the story
set out in the Foreword and is in the form of a dialogue between
Egigu and her mother (also called Egigu).

Daughter:

Mother:

Daughter:

lMother:

PO

—

0)

Degeri o dono, degeri o dono, apudu nana maro o
gana bue Egigu oga madarabarap.

I swing myself, I swing myself, in doing so I
fall over and go home for Egigu asks about my
menstruation jewellery.

Egigu, Egigu, Egigu O!
Egigu, Egigu, Bgigu O!
alte.
Ake ane tebarera, arearer iu, areraer akeﬁgna tebarera.

I bleedy, I still bleed, I too bleed.

Ono ko buin a Gadia bue enenen nomup, dobuomui o
tedabage 0! = Paparmugom tenimaereo!

Go into Gadia's house so that he gives you Spondylus-
pearls, green turtles! Relfd turtles, and gives you
black and white necklaces!

T









10,

Transfer wrist loops to tips of indices and extend gently,

second person arranges figure,

LAJ

A









At Liru ' meal
loops from proXimai—side and return with wadsel little finger
Ao lisur
strings; insert thumbs, from proximes—side, into index loops
and release indices,

s Caroline Extension,

—
™,

: . v L
= s T / _ & .
“SDVMDC& , YRe Sectel wlLands owd. LG
e C

/ When wm% et i (o) es e
@u}emu oA f\ s )iu‘ VA 1!_[_' 45 "L:.MH—H:-;J:_,

QZFHW&QQ, 19271734 HMO'J[{ /¢_7.2:>’f72"5, | E«%"hﬁ

M..eu-wle MWLJ:&L M5 WO-" @)-




-2 EKWAN 1L
§ 83 E;. AN

Short String

(Sun)

-{Learnt from I} a.uwe?

Opening A,
Release little fingers and transfer index loops to little fingers,
Transfer thumb loops to indices then insert thumbs, from désbed aafr-nr"—)
s>, into index loops and transfer these loops to thumbs,
o, Za-’-
Pass right hand te left, wesber=tep all strings and to ¥ side
el i
of left hand, then pass pzexdimat—tv left little finger loop,
3 - . &L 0
with right thumb and index grasp left ;EHET thumb string and
return; make a loop on this string, by turning right end of

string away from you and to the left, insert thumbs away from

you into this loop, extend and Navaho thumbs.

I

3 _SLT¢UtCJL



5.

Zealemcl

#i

1l

"), ERKwWwAN
4 e — i Short String

(Sun)

‘;Learnt from 1j auwef

Opening A,
a4
Pass thumbs #4sbed—to index strings and hold down index loops.
g ¢ el e X
Pass indices -preximal-te little finger loops, return to position
with both little finger strings, then insert indices, from distai
wmeal

sisbe, into thumb loops, pick up mediml thumb strings and release

thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from preximal—side, into pmeximed index loops, hold

m index strings against indices and twist indices

Lt s
down towards you and up through pzeximet loops; release thumbs.
Pass thumbs preximal—+e index loops, insert into little finger
Leliow . meas ;
loops from preximel—side, return with ®ed+st little finger
strings then insert into index loops, also from preximad—side,

and release indices.

Caroline Hxtension.

L e
PR Sen

3«:1.@\».}'42’&0— ‘tl S waes QRe Re ceeoledd . o

25
A A t+e"e Luasme ol we / !5' Ll HES

s Qumdeqgsen 19271 20=1; Ermﬁ-ﬂ(; ornd Maude 4 ¥jond.






7

Heler
from preximal—side, then into index loops also from pzesximal

=+de and release indices,

Caroline Extension,

3”'5?&%_

83






; e ) k= '. Q2
10, Caroline Hxtension.{o S D X et

\

: _ade
11, Release thumbs then insert them, from ess=éat—sdide, into index

loops and release indices, ;

n;ﬂ'n
12, With right hand make a loop on left -if*;&r thumb string by -%i&g—i-ﬂg
: ) o houls- Mtér A, '”‘} :
right_end of string 3 3 insert little finger
&w-(.‘s

towards you into loop, then rlrawI little finger loop up

through-m;a-l loop, release little flnver and replace original
"WULA'/M% J'M\Jw'ﬂ'e" s ,

loop. liepeat with other‘hanr{/( Work loops towards centre of figure.

13, Similarly make a loop on left !&f@&l little finger string by m,
Q'exd«é'{’ [Onel owell - clredcuncesy

Zeieshb—ewdagf string
= | Lowel
away from you into loop, then dra\chhumb loop up through

insert thumb,-

mﬂ-l ].oop, release thumb and replace orig ginal loop. Repeat
wmekowo, Lne ¥ clreltunas. . :
with other hand}x Work loops towards centre of figure,

14, Repeat 8, 9 and 10,

* 23 sprea












9, Caroline Extension,

! L AL

Chant - (ﬁrom Hambruch )
Nanan aki%oi me terekereka.

These are the legs of the rainpiper and they stalk
about in the sand.

%—-(?his i1s repeated several times).

849






Chant:w
Amen Biri o etog oba.

See a¥lso

Cf~ the similar chant and accompaﬁﬁng note following the
Plpure BERpampevs (AL | o 13

Cf!









2,

3.

&,

43, RIGI Long String

(Caf,terpillar that comes after rain)

{Learnt from Ijauwe)

Nauru Opening IT,

Twist all loops once,

Exchange all loops on one hand for equivalent loop on opposite
hand,

A second person takes little finger loops., Release loops one

by one beginning with ring finger loops,






L5, FWARENUBWI
EeANERae— T Long String

7i-+ E
e

(qaweels, wndl simllicas cosd)

gLearnt. from Adumweor?

Opening A,

e

Pass thumbs, from d+sésd—sise, through index loops, insert into
Lo dgur meat
little finger loops from preximal—side and return with zadied

little finger strings.

Aeliwr

Insert indices, from preximal-side, into thumb loops, pick up
o Humb
ﬂ-nar&strlngs and release thumbs,
alrove LoweA and L2
Pass thumbs, from disbel—s+de, through preximed index loops, preximed
® little finger loops, return with ﬁr little finger strings
and release little fingers,
e i
Transfer &3 index loops to thumbs; pass little fingers dissat—tv
e alrare
index loops, insert inte ‘gg%el thumb loops from -<ietal—side,
¢ meaf-
with backs of little fingers pick up ﬁg-t&-l—-}:ad-iel thumb

8
strings and return to position releasing thumbs from mu.‘l loops,

Twist all leops,

Amwvangijo.

oﬂ*c&jz-g "mau.d, "PJ‘& wged as om 2o alive

{Mg' ! ? Wﬁ—evr 6.
Wor a%(ex



97
eivAye T

86, s Long String
Cleel
3Learnt from/{ Gaunubwe%
g‘l-'x;- e 'g-\f

Svnonym: Amwangijo (Branched) ,AIjauwe'.

Il Opening A,

gﬁfﬁv‘e-
2, Insert thumbs, from d#istat—side, into index loops and return with
JoA ;
alnar index strings,
-‘lr{ib"w'
s Insert indices, from preximal—sdide, into thumb loops, return with

!jl::-r thumb strings and release thumbs,
Q.Phrue- -ﬁm.,.u
L, Pass thumbs, from distal side, through prexsmal index loops,
Al
gwineﬁa_r_to little finger loops, return withi&f little finger
strings and release little fingers.
SR ; : FUeh
5. Transfer index loops to thumbs; pass little fingers eeted—to

QA aleve
index loops, insert into ml thumb loops from disbed—side,

L meak.
with backs of little fingers pick up mial—p&d-}al thumb strings

Ao : g Acg
and return to position releasing thumbs from d+stat loops.

6. lepeat fMaddbédts 2, 3, L4 and 5.

7. Twist all loops.

8. Amwaﬂg;" 19,



1,

2,

3.

4,

5e

‘%:,l .—"J'-";N\ y’a
47 soenmnezso- 1 Long String

ZLearnt from Adumweo:%

Opening A,

Exchange index loops, right through left,
Twist all loops, |
Amvangijoi— D mw PN G142

Nauru Ending,

{buru‘nclr'n;'_o e the nawme given lo o

the Brunk of o

buLgt‘nq tavowH« ‘v
Jemano [ree (Calololmjnl;m ;nolvl\\/flum)a






Y e : . y
preximal—te index loops, insert into little finger loops from -

NeoH -
proximai—side, return with redial little finger strings, then

Leliswr
insert into index loops also from preximal—side and release

indices,

8. Caroline Extension,

I : :
3 Q ol o2 .

&— I was told that this figure used to be known by almost everybody
on' Naurn,  dn afferralise ez:/::j_ ts’ fo 4esz,7 %

.Eo-:k?a_ t‘ub’-ﬁﬁo agf.ﬁe-.-. b/,






1,

3.

A,

7Drmmmmﬁ,/

‘@.earnt from Adumweo:f.

Long String

Perform movements 1, 2, 4 and 5 of Dowogorin, No, §9.

Twist all loops,

ijo but omit the thumb twist;z/7,

Nauru Ending,



PeRT [/ — THE NBURUBAN CLAsSIcS

lo%
lon
~7 |7 DEMAIBURA g% String
(“The name of a woma")
fLearnt from Ijauwéz
Opening A.
Twist all loops.
_ pphfuf.
Pass thumbs, from &ietal—side, through index loops, insert into
: . delow : .
little finger loops from peesximel—side and return with seds=r] neao’-
little finger strings. o gline
leﬂbhﬁf“”H% {a)'

Insert indices, from preximal—side, into thumb lnopﬁ<1nd release

A
thumbs; transfer ;i3¥51 index loops to thumbs,
3 ; -b-equ
Pass little fingers, from preximel—side, through index loops, insert
Aol dal
into thumb loops from smexdmad—side and return with ;inar thumb
strings.
Insert indices, from prexamal—side, into little finger loops, pick
meal > 3 .
up redral little finger strings and release little fingers;
en
transferlzxgial index loops to little fingers.,
Helease indices,
With right hand grasp strings of left hand loops a few inches from
left hand; twist thumbh and little finger loops. Repeat with

other hand,

Helarw— _
Insert thumbs, from-y*e*&m&L—a;da into little finger loops and
At mescas Lils ﬁfbws& ‘33

returnk insert indices, from proxiwal—side, into thumb loops
) ’ ’



10,

11.

28

13.

pick up :Cﬁa-r thumb strings and release thumbs, Transfer index
loops to thumbs,

Insert little fingers, from pzeximal—si+de, into thumb loops and

M‘J'e‘u . W’ ‘:"", :J‘A«:"‘\('.l.—’," s 2 ; ;Eeﬁ'\ff
re't.urrii insert indices, from s»eximal_side, into little finger
MEah . . :
loops, pick up =eedtal little finger strings and release little
fingers; transfer index loops to little fingers.
Insert indices, from #rstat—side, into thumb loops and transfer

thumb loops to indices,

Pass thumbs p»eximed—to index loops and insert into little finger
Aelsur

54

loops from preximel—side, return and insert into index loops also

from proxtmat—side; release indices,

Caroline Extension.















Gaidugiago and Auwagei were two brothers celebrated for their
expert knowledge of the art of divination by the use of stones., The

figure was invented after their death,

N
74(4) 130 ME GORINOA

(The names of two men)

clms down?
9. Lay figure flat wE%h—%éagers-#oiniing-down; release thumbs and

w
1nd1ces, make-ﬂ%loop in the top string close to right hand by

givmg iF a eclockwise Wvish s
brtng&ng—thsﬁsix}ng—£¥om—;;ght—te—le%%:ﬁa—formLF loop lying away
from you, insert right thumb, away from you, into this loop then

Mnear
thread radial thumb string under all strings which lie over

top string and insert left thumb away from you inte loop; extend

hands,

10, Repeat 6, 7 and 8 of Gaidugiago,

-,

Nothing is now known of Ijo and Gorinoa,




3.

5

75, DABAMADOA ME DEBENORI Long String
(Names of two men)

iLearnt from Ijauwe}

Opening A,

nean

With right thumb and index take hold of left rndé;l index string
and make a loop on it by bringing right end of string towards
you and to the left, give this loop another half twist and put
it over left hand; with right hand carefully lift off all left
hand finger loops, draw left hand through wrist loop and
replace finger loops,

Repeat with other hand,

Amwangijo,

Nauru Ending,



It

7 6. EOREDETO I Long String
Cockes
(Long-tailed =)

§Learnt from Adumweor3

15 Opening A,

: meai ]

2 With right hand make a loop on left radi=ml index string by bringing
right end of string towards vou and to left, give loop an extra
twist and insert left thumb away from you into it; pull original
thumb loop through, release thumb and replace original loop. Push
little loop to centre of figure.

3. Twist index and little finger 100p5££“*ﬂ#t #EJY““ﬂ“L“"

4,  Amwangijo.

= 1] -y

5 Srau&. ' |

2

migralery )
;ﬂf-Thiﬁkbird is only rarely seen on Nauru and its presence presages
Z /

rain, especially when it whistles. There is a well in the district of
+he
uented by wme ELoredeto,

Meneng with two openings which

rfn]oan g 8 ore Lo aled W

\{—R.Q c.eu,ua, dommirmde Pos o -Lun‘ai e e.:{m sude oms makes o
W e Vol nwlmf! 48 aadde
a,",}ﬁuﬁ(__ Eongmb;‘tﬁ) may be used as an alternative ending after

a)M movement 3 and gives the same result as Eoredeto 11 with

\\\

.;M

simpler working.



77, HOREDETO II Long String
cuelim
(Long-tailed =)

%Learnt from Ijauwe}

14 Opening A,

: i .;iii;r

23 With right index and thumb make a loop on left index string
by twisting right end of string towards you and to the left;
insert left little finger towards you inteo this loop, pull
original little finger loop up through it, release little finger
from all loops and then replace original loop.

3. Push little loop to centre of figure. S
Ele ton Eervation Eorns

LE owen,

L, ° Twist thumb and index loops.
_u__éc)s;.‘_;_:l i_',c‘,{&w) x

e f v “Ypots *
e ﬁoQEatubgbn. The ;1%&)@A43
olease Thew pess upoles ;
E;ne thumbsdproﬁinal-be¢all strings, insert into little finger loops
L L TR
from disdal-side, return with little finger strings and
release little fingers.
7. Transfer index loops to little fingers.
8. Insert indices, from disbed—s=t+de, into thumb loops and transfer
thumb loops to indices.
9. Pass thumbs proximet—te index loops and ingsert into little finger
A-elour ; teLyu
loops from preximad—side, then into index loops also from -preximad

wide and release indices,

10, Caroline Extension,



I3

—

A
)& . BOREDETO I¥ Short String

cockeo
(Long-tailed ===)

{Learnt from Mweijg?'

1. ‘Position L
2 Twist right hand away, down, towards you and up inside its own
loop (this is most easily done by holding right hand strings, close
to right hand, in left hand and allowing loop to rotate round thumb
and little finger).
"&-v&i‘w"
3. Insert left index, from -p»esimai—side, behind rlght palmar string

and return to left; insert right index, from pae*ém&%—ﬁide, behind

a.ﬁ-m:-ﬂ-
L, llelease thumbs then insert them, from éstat—side

tl i 2 ncm
and transfer index loops to lumbs@ OP,_’:_'___L--I’

left palmar string and return to righty CE}“
\Rt>1nto index loops

|
5. Lay figure flat by z:gma’mfﬂ‘?mnds away from you and down, and refease
+hombs,

e
zllmb{;\ E{Qllc-ﬂ._.

6. Pull towards you string which passes round hottom string of figure
(] 20 ]

at&g]?nd turn over to right, thus making a small loop; bend this

loop up over bottom string of figure, insert into figure at:grand up



g

attﬁ; now bring loop up to top of figure and insert one side

under string at’'d’and the other at;%: resulting in Fig, 2 .

ol
e

o?'

i Insert thumbs into 1oopa;t,£5£ and bring up at g,o; extend,
B T oot dnioes,  frof diskal—sige: inbo hunbirlsops) andirel eanpathunbes
~des
9. Pass thumbs ﬁQZQ&m&}-ﬁﬂ index loops, insert into little finger loops
d‘*)‘d—ﬂ'\&r 5 : : -‘LGA.LU\-‘«‘ \
from preximal side, then into index loops, also from preximel—side,

and release indices.

10, Caroline Extension to show figure.

n

2UdoLrA—
S R

11, Release indices by allowing loops to drop back on to thumbs; with
: : near
opposite hand remove thumh loop hut do not drop it, release »edsnt

little finger string from thumb and replace thumb loop.

12, Twist thumb loops fsusaads syu.

13, Insert thumbs, from proximal—side, into little finger loops and

eat- ' y
return with ;;diai little finger strings.

. ConoBore Exdemssom.

]

S Sy






Aol s .

| =i
3. Twist index and little finger loopsio.:.mu,;;_. —¢ e _‘E\s

9, Amwangijo, .
b 05 ik, ypoes taes

s
£
b
Fueo [he waiuﬁ"_ém%@,q g

e - - :
] 9 r - s Y
3 10. Nauru L‘ndlng(/ ﬂtaﬁ. de added _;_1_ degited s WSM e ib_?ulﬂ
! o
sﬂ“ﬁ// lﬂoai{ratubabo may be used as an alternative ending after movement 8,
S















meas Lres

radial little finger strings and both--proximal  index strings

A e Arelsur

and insert into-é;z;ai index loops from proximal—side, releasing

g2 08

indices from éé;#al loops.

6. Caroline Extemsion,

s
__f‘__"--w\td‘J

4— Although this figure has the same name as Jayne's Fig, 84l,

(reconstructed under the figure Imwinuman), it is in fact only similar,






‘DMM%13 ,wt{;ti E!‘d:abengf wa s Sw:d Lo’ wm{rtﬂ-lj—
F:Wégr—‘@g{ﬁﬁ seuls of f—«w]afe ond  make Thewa
Adseased oL Lame- Silies - Riraat ol samtadie 16,
ke 1he awisbmend” -,ILMW\ -{»g-u-c‘. eolenn {u.ﬁ,
Aens omd Thus deesive o of Js  wvalue _
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