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MAY WEEK FESTIVAL
What ¢ term ! Freshers' Camp, "The Sunday On Dit," and "R;omed and Juliet"! And now, to round it q‘II' off,

the S.R.C. is presenting a week of talks, discussions, exhibitions, films, debates, and dances—the May Week
Festival. . ‘ :

Riot MAY WEEK FESTIVAL
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ports the Return of the At 120 p.n, At 7.30 pan.
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.- Labor, ‘and then

: Twith

Australic has its own eolor problem, but is almost totally uncawerre
of it. Muny Australions know mere a.bout the _color question in
South Africa than they do about that in Australic.

Recently the Aborigines
Advancement League held
a meeting in the Town Hall,
and from the newspaper re-
ports which followed, we
learnt that Aberigines paid
social service taxes, hut were
not allowed benefits. 1f Aus-
ralians knew this, few, |

“think, would approve of it:
Af *The News” were to hold
one of its street polls, the
Typist, the Honsewife, the
Worker, would all probably
say that if a chap dobbed
in, he should get his share.
We read, too, that the Ade-
laide Hospital would not ac-
cept Aborigines as probation-
el nurses, Just who, we
wonder, was responsible for
that decision?

- Following the Town Hall
meeting, last Monday the
League held its annual gen-
eral meeting. As it was the
first of their meetings T had
attended, I went intending
to sit quietly and learn, but
it seemed, as time went, that
4 great many of the others
were doing the same thing,
and there was barely any-
one courageous enough even
to second the mations. I
had expected to see the usu-
al embarrassing profusion

of  Adelaide's -intelligentsia,

leading citizens, and so on,
with everyone knowing
everyone else, but it was not
so. There is thus no LARGE
body of informed and influ-
ential people acting as pres-~
sure on the Government, to
make it grant the Abori-
gines ordinary - citizenship
vights, in veturn foy the
duties expected from them.
There is nerely a lot of

work for the postman carry-

ing letters hither and thith-
&1 between Dr, Duguid and
the Minister for the Interior,

Dz,
great deal

- During the meeting,
- Duguid dropped a

of information in a short
time. ~wuorigines in the Up-
per North sufrer from  tro-
pical “diseases, and ‘leprosy
- there has the highest “inei-
_dence. in the world. Wages
are £2 a week, and 'so on,

It is ot
keep ~ Asiatics
- tralia on the
" they  might

consistent . to
out. ‘of Aus-
grounds - that
bring. coolie
internally
Lallow a group of
~to pay the natives coolie
. . There seems some
L ‘confus_lon somewhere,

Two Seétions ;

" The problem of the natives
"' falls into two sections: First,
~there are  those who lack
both education. and a good
environment, and so are in a
- state of extreme mnaivety, in-

capable of dealing ~with the -

.. ' ways of the more uncouth of

;. reserves 'in’ good positions,
water and amenities,
and ‘then they can become
.. self-gufficient in, for instance,
. farming - with allied erafts
" using wool. I should im-
~agine “that Iater on, after

. the childreri of these people .

have received 2 good eduea-
- tion, - they will wish ' fo go
“; further, and attend: trade
:8ehools © or University,  so
--that, as time- goes on, these
- reserves  would ‘hecome less
- and, less necessary,

.~ ._'The ' second ' group ' are
~ those who have already had
.. sufficient education. to make
=, them ‘want to come to the
" city 1o get furthey education,
or-work. Tt is difficult for
~these becayse they are both
dark, and a minority with-
out rights, They are not
accepted 'as part of our city
life; to be an outsider, to

employers

;. the. white men.  These need " the

be stared at continuously, is
a wearying and dispiriting
process. One of the sufferers
decided that if they had
their own hostel, a retreat,
where they could feel at
ease, and enjoy themselves,
it would make life easier.
Plans for this hostel were
made, and part of the cost
has already been collected.

My, Janardhan, of India,
had been asked to address
Monday’s meeting., He was
surprised to find his audi-
ence mainly white, and said
he had prepared to speak to
Aborigines; he said the Abo--
rigines must learn to de-
pend on thémselves, and not
loolz to the Government or

As part of a plan
to draw the atten-
tion of Australian
Governments to the
lack of educational
opportunities avail-
able to aborigines it
is ultimately  envi-
saged that enough
money will be qvail-
able for a perpetu-.
ating University
scholarship for -an
aborigine each year.
Assistance . has  al-
ready been promised
by some University
Colleges.

“Last year £106 was
raised by « street
collection on Proces-
sion. day—the staff
and the students of
the University gave.
notking.

Melbourne. raised
£400,

. This year?

anyoue.else for help. How-
ever, his words, in an in-
verse:  fashion, were  impor-
tant for the whites, because
charity. verpetuates - the
situation ‘of racial “superior-
ity; those who work with
Aborigines  -must - not.
think of them as weak and.
poor needing 'help, but rath-
el ~as peoplée  deprived . of
their “deserts. - :

Belief in Self

The - Ahorigines; - like ~all
races . -which have been. sub-
jected, ‘have +to' gain belief;
in . fhemselves. Richard

‘Wright, the American Negro, .

tells .in." his- book, “Black
Boy,” how' the white man ex.
pects the Negro to bé. some-
thing of a clown; and so: the
Negro ‘acts the clown, “and "
s all he is .fit' for; and’ by
this ' process " he ' becomes
‘something - which. CAN be-

bgen said that' the Abori-
gmes  mnever develop men-
tally after the age - of 14,
For years, all over the world,
it has been smid that - the

. face.

half comes to belipye that

- ¢ither ‘side
despised. In Australia it hag - th

naturally

is
superior; that he has a high-
er intelligence, and is bett'er
for the executive jobs, while
the dark man is more suit-
able for a subordinate posi-

white  man

tion, It has been said so
often, with so much self-
assurance,. that even the
psychologists’ statement tlgat
potentialities ‘of the white
and colored races are equal,
is hard {o believe—for both
white AND colored. It is a
commonplace.that if you tell
a child he is dull and stupid,
you are doing your best to
make him so; it is easy to
upset the normal' working of
the mind, even in seemingly
satisfactory” circumstances.

So it is- even more difficult
for a race of people who
have been told repeatedly,
generation after generation,
that they are inferior, to act
vigorously, and intelligently,
and freely. It is a matter
of gaining belief in one’s
race, and in one’s own
powers; and  then effective
thought and action begin to
approach the. real capacity
of the man,

Rehabilitation |
basie

The present-enthusiasm in
the East for Eastern ways
of living, and for Rastern
people, could well help the
Aborigines to:gain -a centre
of belief and faith in them.
selves and their own abili-
ties.. The need for intellec-
tual-and movral rehabilitation

" is basic; without beliaf in

themselves, ‘and the conse-
quent good and effective
work which would follow,
the Aborigines' have Little
hope of becoming --an. inte~’
grated .part of the commu-
nity, but would remain a se-
barate  minority without
rights, and “subject to bad .

" treatment,

The © whole businegs  of
color prejudice ‘is largely a
matter of proximity - and
Tamiliayity,
when we meet one of our
OWn people for:the first time,
We are’ conscious verhaps of
very dark or very fair hair,
2 round fage, or gome other
kdlstlnction, but-as. we
used to him we think of 3
pelfsonality,rl wrather than a
. It 1S the same with
racial differences’  of color;
We “will notice it until we
f}ft ton‘kgﬁ)w the - man, ‘and

en . all ‘tho i
and it} ught of. it goes,

. For my part, I can eagily.
Imagine a dark person being
hauseated by the white man’s

half - haked ' look, - often

hlotehy and uneven in color,’
cannot “imagine. why -

but 1-
whites; who “admire a good,
deep’ suntan, should

riage, or eating in'.a‘ reg-

taurant, with 5 darker man. -
oSngbbery  from . ..
‘would ‘bé ‘bhad, so .
of " {hought had . -

Howevyer; .snehber

at - line-
better e forgotten!

gi,%printed by ‘permission from .

for November, 1958.)
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DEPARTI

ENTS TO

- STAGE DISPLAYS

In this modern age any-
thing can be achieved with
publicity. Be this as .it
may, the following depart-
ments have arranged dis-
plays, some of which should

dent body next Wednesday.
This is a good thing heeause
both the public and the
general student body know
far too little about the sevi-
ous work that i done within

“In" any cage,

get -

is of no-significance, -...

¢ suddenly
object to sitting in a - car- .

be spectacular, to be open to
both the public and the stu-

Departmental Displays

Exhibiti f various

ALL ENGINEERING lixhibitton  of rious

Q machines (in action) from

DEPARTMENTS each department, ineluding a

: display by  the  Blectrieal
Section, 7-9 p.n.

Display of Physics appara-

tus and exhibition, including

the Univeristy,

PHYSICS DEPT.

Soucault Test on  Mirrors,
Wilson Cloud Chamber, otc.
Researely worlk will be in
progress.  Also on show will
be the apparatus from the
Mathematical DPhysics  De-

partment, 7-0 p.an,

Museum, including micro-
scope slides,  Also a demon-
stration of the Tectroenee-
phalogram, 2-b pan. A most
spectacular machine!

ANATOMY DEPT.

PHILOSOPHY

Open  for inspectioii—dis-
. Dlay of books, 2-5 p.n,

SOCIAL SCIENCE " Open for  inspection-—-2-5
p.m,

PHYSIOTHERAPY Research  Room 11 (Iat

Floor; Med. Building), Small

" Display, 2-b pan.

Z00OLOGY Open for inspection, 2.5
P

PHYSIOLOGY AND Open for inspeetion, 2.5
PHARMACOLOGY  pan.

CHEMISTRY Open for inspeetion, -5
pon,

BIOCHEMISTRY Open for inspection, 2-6
Do,

STAFF, STUDENTS T0
CONFER IN VAC.

For the first tirne in Australia a conference is 1o he
held between staff and students to diseuss common
problems.- This conference is to be held at Retreat
House, Belair, from Friday, 28th May, before rea
until breakfast time on Monday, 815t May. This
is the opportunity for gli interested stadents to
meet staff members on termg of equality, A staff
member and a student will introduce discussion
on the following subjects, after which the meeling
will be thrown open to al] those present. We will
maintain rules of debate and meal times, but other-
wise of formality, rules, wnd regulations (here

~shall be none,

- Each topic for discussion sugpested i ingy
sSuggested is Lo be inirodueed
by both student and a staff memher, (

Session I (Fridéty Evening) :

“The General Problem of Staff-Student ati g, |
. an Undergraduate’s UniversitY."'l Studen Relahonsh; ha

" Ses?ion I (Saturday Morning) :
; ~f€ Importance of Student Activiteo ;. ey
fSpec1a11s(ed);l‘vlsxiversity.” de t Activity in the Modern
S (a hat form sheuld this activily talke?.
.. 2 (b) Shovld time be made available in the curriculum
; for student activity? :

Session IV (Sunday Morning, 9.10.3 anm. . Rest

of morning free):

. . . . q " : v
that 1;‘5;{5,1} Of Academic Year.. Distribution of Terms Within

N (a)“Vlacation Employment,

Sessions IIT ang v (Saturday Evening—Sunuay
ORI Afternoon) : ) :
- “University Standards,” o
= « (a) ‘The éxamination gystem.
upplementary exams,

. {¢) When should exams be- held? : o
B, (‘a-)v‘S‘ta{n,g.lards of - matieulation, The Prepara-
" t;on G hools. for .Univeraity career,

e University~"does maturity
: Ampo_rta.nce" of " independence

i iy -
J,"'" . ) SeSSIO
“Closing Session. S





