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o Students arrange

celebratlons here

Malayan studesits at Adelaide Umversnty are pre~

paring to celebrate their country’s mdependence on

August 31.

On that day, Maiaya will become an mdependenf nation within
the British Commonwealth.

A special Merdeka Organi-
ing Committee has bocn set
up within the University to

co-ordinate  activities and
- make 1necessary arrange-
ments.

At thie end of the month

it is planned to hold a Mer-
deka Ceremony at 10.30 a.m.
in the Refectory for official
guests.

The Proclamation of Inde-
pendence will be read at the
game time here, as in Kuala

MALAYAN EYES...

A Mulayun journalist has written da series
of articles about Ausiruha for the Malayan

press.

The - Mqlayem journalist,
. Mr. Ng Yook Yoon, made a
10,000-mile tour - of Austra-
Jia recently with seven other

_Agian journalists, at the in-°
" vitation of the External Af-

‘fairs: Department.

'KUALA LUMPUR

CELEBRATIONS

Over 45 11at1011s will be.re-
presented in. - the ~Merdeka
celebrations in  Kuala Lum-
pur.

ment, together with. the an-
nouncement of the. official
‘prog‘ramme.

Most of the . ceremonies

Cwill take place in the newly
" constructed. “Merdeka”. Sta-
dium, ‘which ‘will'. be ‘opened
by - the - Chief - Minister: on
“August. 80, - On. Augnst 381

" over, 20, 000 people will- wit-

ness; the Merdeka
~geremony, “during which the
‘Indepen-

official

Chief: Minigter.

I m*

: On September 1, the Chlef'
' Minister will take the salute,

..in ‘2 military parade in which"
“about:; 2,600 .members of the
rméd; forces will ‘march to:
he muam of 12 m1htary'

This has beén revealed -
by the  Federation Govern-

‘ i tha,t

He Sd.ld that the Austra-
lians - knew more about the
Chief Minister of Singapore

than: the Chief Minister of .
He described the:

Malaysa.
Australians ag a great nation
of “do-it-yourselves.”
haps a thing that makes
them such decent peovle is
their being
idie.”

Then he went on:
of: course, are
lazy, ~but  those who . have
homes just can’t afford to be
idle. “'There is so miuch to be
done, and they ‘have got to
do it themsalves. -

“Some,

“Besndes belng the bread-‘

.winner, the head of an Aus-

tralian. family has to be the

- gardener, chauffeur, carpen-
The .

ter, and handyman. .
‘wife ‘has ‘to' be. the ¢ook,

~washerwoman, ~and shopper,
‘The men’ cherish their little

mercies—their tobacco, their
beer, and their newspapers.
They love to relax. at some
sports, en’certatmment
occagionally . have 'a small

“fitter -at: the races—horses;

greyhounds, or
(trottmg) AR

He

*’", splders

remarked that hls

and. by the petty. Jea»lousleb
existed . ‘between .- the
States. He  gave. lavish
pralse to the gigar

‘world,

“Per- - specml edition of “On Dit.”

una.ble to be '

inherently . -

and

Lumpur
tal,

At night a special ball will
be. held for the Malayan
students ‘and their friends.

Malayan students are ex-
cited at the thought of their
country being free at the end
of 1thlis montt

the Malayan - capi-

and overseas. In'W

lmgton some - newspapers

may print special features on:

Malaya. .
More than 45 nations will

© be represented at the Mer-
deka ‘celebrations’ in Kuala‘

Lumpur,
A new stadium has Dbeen

erceted, and most of the cele-

brations will be held there:

TFull -details of what inde«

pendence means to Malayas,
and its importance to the
are given in thisg

Rotary

Fellowships

Rotary International (the

Agsociation of Rotary- Clubs.
of -the world); under the Re-
Scheme;
offers, every second year, a

tary  Foundation

number - of Fellowships. for

Advanced Study, tenable in.
' countries other than:that of
‘the applicants.

* The object of the Fellow-‘

shlps is. to-give students of

- potential  ‘leadership’ ability

the ‘opportunity of advanced
study, for one year in another
country,

lationships, -

Candidates <. of “either: sex‘
must be' between ‘the ages.of .
1 id twenty—mne‘

and at.the same -
time of acquiring . a know- .
- ledge of-its people, their eul=
.ture, “their ‘outlook, and -how
:they. live, and thereby help
- b0 improve 1nterna.t10nal e

: {)e drafting Mug

i :
) commlttee i
‘}{a ‘iyon ‘are urg
3 meetmg

Chlef mester of Maluyd, Tengku Abdul Rahman.

AN IMPORTANT
UNION MEETING

A General Meeting of the Union w111 be

 held to discuss the proposed new constitution
" of the Union at 1.20 in the Lady Symon Hall ,

on Wednesday, August 7.

Over the’ lnst few years‘

Union act1v1t1es have been in-.
..creaging’ in quite a lemalk--

able fashion. .
Not ‘o lotig' ago the Refec-

tory closed ‘at five oclock,*

there was no coffee service
in  the George Marray dom-

mon' room- i the evénings, .

and the function of the
Union : Councﬂ was rather
“nebulous; - - ! i F 3

‘With the growthx in stu~ ‘
“dent numbers, ‘and  an in-
creasing ' desire - for: Union:
facilities, greatichanges have.:
The new Union::!
“buildings at’ present being:
erected "are ev1dence of th1 :

‘been made,

growth )
- Last year the- Umon Coun-

“icil, in keeping with the times,
'jreahsed that: its. little-used -

Constitution i was due for &

The ;

Co estltutmnal Sub-+
d°ing thiy, and -
ab

will ‘be his_ final report be-

fore he leaves for Oxford at
the end of August to take up

. the Rhodes Seholarship.

‘Mr. R. B. Lewis; President

of .. the = Sports’ Association;

will 'be: the new Umon Pre—
'sxdent

A Malayan‘

 Varsity?

The ‘Malayan Mmister of . '
’Educatmn recéntly - announe-

‘ed that . the. Federation was
considering.the eqtabllshmem
_of its own  University. - .

\\/¢

e

He said that, ‘with the -

‘transference’ of. the whole of.-
‘the firkt. year of ithe < Arte -

Faculty of the University o1

i September

Malaya from - ‘Singapore “to -
© Kuala. Lumpur,

‘ the. ca.pltal o
v the: Couneil”

‘ full Umversxt;y

Anouncement. . was '
eleomed by “ediica-
over Maggya, who. -




it

Almost all at once, parties
of all
opinion sprang up like mush-
rooms. But political opinion
mattered little to these im-
mature politicians, who all
gseemed convinced that the
shortest way to a Council
geat was to wash the dirty
linen of their opponents in
public. These sordid tales
often made such fascinating
reading that I began to real-
ise there was more to politics
than meets the eye.

In a school vacation during
this interesting and forma-
tive period, the senior forms
of certain schools were ap-
proached by the Govermment
to take part in an election
survey designed to gauge
the political consciousness of
the common people. My
growing interest drove me to
volunteer, )

The students were sent out
in different groups to tin
mines, rubber estates, new
villages, and towns, to get

people to answer the special,

questionnaire.,- I was frst
agsigned to a rubber estate
about two miles off the main
rond. Since my State, Perak,
has always been one of the
hottest (not in degrees Cen-
tigrade, but in the degree of
terorrist activities), the Go-
vernment provided us with
armed escort, which proved
rather unfortunate.

In the presence of the
troops. in jungle green they
just .shut up. " But then, who
conld blame them? Under
the Emergency Regulation
they could be 'detained at
any time, It was just too
much to expect them, in
guch company, to open their
~hearts and mouths to you,
and give a candid answer to
“Sir, what do you think of
. Commumsm A

On our way out one of the
students went . up to
friend, who was sitting right
in front, and propounded to
‘him his theory that under
an ambush the teérrorists
~would - shoot, .the driver first.
"Therefore  he strongly ad-
vised hig friend to remove
himgelf - from the -danger
zone. - Unfortunately, the bus
driver overhead this excel-
lent piece of logical deduc-
 tion, That he wholehearted-

1y concurred with the senti- -

ments ‘expressed was made
evident. by ‘his subsequent
record-breaking dash back to
the main road.-
Tin Mines -
“In the tin  mines,
they . were more adequately
protected by the :.forces of
o law .and order,| the faces
were “more ‘open 'and :friend-
. ly, but these same . faces
© would assume
. blank expression - Whenever a
.question abqut: politics “was
put. across: - I am mpt quite

 sure if most of them under-

an utterly :

shades of political.-

The next momentous event
was the town council elec~
tions. That was my very
first experience with elec-
tions, and I thoroughly en-
joyed . every moment of it.
In election rallies night after

- night candidates challenged

his

where

. stood the questions, but quite

‘a few were so artful in their ‘

evasion that T strongly sus— y

- peectéd the working of anin- |
. telligent. and’ edueated mind.

The clagsic example.of thl,

Chinese - mercharnt.’
"ofa ‘world-shaking event: (I
. ‘bienpu), yet he denied ﬂatly

Fonrany knowledge of wOrld af-
-:Ealrs i

- the ardious task of consider-

" deliberate apathy otcarved in
":"Ipoh- when I. approacheda :

S He' wasi
- reading a -newspaper account; .

, ‘w111 find this Constitution ap~"
e phcable to the Malayan way‘ .

_revolution. .
greatest single development.

h
i

and abused one another.
Once or twice feelings were
roused to such a dangerous
pitch that stones were thrown
all over the place. After at-
tending a few of these rallies
I got a feeling that most of
the crowd came simply be-
cause ‘they didn’t want to
migs out in case a fight
broke out. )

Elections

On election. day the rich
and powerful Alliance Party,
then the most radical and
national party in Malaya, or-
ganised a ‘wonderful car-lift
to convey voters to and from
polling stations. I have often
wondered how much this had
to do with their landslide vie-
tory., Evidently the British
Government were. not too
pleased with that arrange-
ment. Subsequently a motion
passed in the Federal Legis-
lative Assembly (then con-~
sisting entirely of Govern-
ment-nominated  members)
limited the number of cars
per candidate on volling day.

On - election night the
countmg. of the votes - took
place in a achool: hall, which
was divided . into two por-
tions—the front for the social

by staff

-writer
LEE YEE CHEONG

As far as I can recall, local political events first hit the headlines in Malaya
round about the beginning of 1954, when the British administration was seriously
considering the granting of a small measure of seli-rule to Malaya.

elite, and the back for the
man-in-the-street. It was a
most exhilarating experience
to be oue in a crowd of all
races and from different
walks of life, championing
the same common cause, and
cheering the same candi-
dates. When the Alliance
victory was announced, we
shouted ourselves hoarse
with cries of “Long live
Alliance!” and “Merdeka’—
cries which formerly were
mere Dpolitical slogans, but
that night assumed for me a
national significance. So we
went completely wild at three
in the morning. I became so

_convinced that if the Malay-

an people could behave so
enthusiastically and unitedly
as that night, Merdeka would
not find the Maldyans want-
ing,

I also had very wondertful
memories of the first Federal
election and its most satis-
factory results, which con-
tributed not a little to our
achieving independence so
very soon. Although I still
have much doubt about the
political maturity of the Ma-
layan people, and their abil-
ity to govern themselves, I

“am fairly confident that, if

every Malayan is to accept
Merdeka as a fact, and keep
his eyes open to its numerous
obstacles and probelms, Ma-
laya will reach .full political
and economic independence
without any chaos and dis-
asters.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE SRC PRESIDENT

“A duy, an hour of virtuous liberty,.

Today more than half the
world’s population, kindled
by the flame of nationalism,
is involved in a major social
Probably the

of the twentieth century, this
revolution has broken the
hold :of ‘the West, over the

" countries of Asia, and is now

rapidly charnging the politi-
cal, . ‘economic; - educational,
socml and racial cond1t1ons
w1th1n these lands

The only posmble parallels
are.the French and Russian
revolutiong, . and even - they

are -dwarfed . in. comparigon
with changes in Asia. Never :
before had 'so many millions

of people taken part in such
a -rapid; and. radical’ 'social

" upheaval, and so. Malaya, on
1957, will emerge

August 81; .
‘as an independent nation free

to: take ‘her place, alongside.
the - equal ‘partners  of the

British Commonwealth. It is
hoped Malaya will be. accept-

© ed with equial status, the 82nd. .

member ofi'the United 'Na-
tlomg. oo -
The - : Reid' - Commission,

‘wh1ch demgned the:Constitu-
tion for new Malaya, has had

-ing every aspect: of the: prob-

evolved this unique Constitu-
tion, iformed -on "American;

: ‘. Anstralian, and Ind.lan fede-
- think it was the fall.of Dien- ~

ralism.. i
I smcerely hope our natmn

life.. . i

lems arising ‘out of a plural:
society, and from' them has::

N, Is worth a whole eternity in bondage.”

An independent Malaya
will mean harder.” work for
every citizen in the country.
Tvery man and woman must
be prepared to sacrifice luxu-

ries, pleasures, comforts, and

time to contribne their share
in moulding thig new Malaya
into .a countyy with solidar-
lty s

‘It is, then,"fit and proper

to-appeal. to, the many Ma- .
layans studying abroad, and

especially - to those of you
studying  at  the. Universily
of Adelaide. - Malaya looks
to 'us with hope and confi-

+dence that soon we shall re-
“turn -as professionals in our
‘own fields of study; ready to
_serve this new community.

.For a céuntry which has
nearly b0 per cent. of its

'youth under 21 vears of age

we have no ‘choice except to

‘bear the responsibility which,
T fear, w111 be thrust upon

us.

Fmally, I am cartaln that,
however. small .our contrlbu—
tion will be, it W111 be most
welcome * to. the ‘masses in
Malaya,  So let ug cast this
“TIDA-APATHY”  attitude
agide, .and ‘take g - rational

.national approach to our new
: Malaya, ag every conceivable
‘ problem, be it ‘religious, :s0-

cial,’ pohtlcal or what have

-you,; will 'he problems affect
ing yoti-and me dlrectly, and
“the: ‘problems’ of our future1

genérations,
MERDEKA

_eAM ABRAHAM
Presxgient Students‘

Representatlve Councﬂp
Umversxty of Adelalde.,

g

laya - took

~%he .

ME PROBLE]

: s

FACING MALAYA

No one is so foolish or naive as o suppose that with the attain-
ment of self-government all the problems ihu'l' face Muluyu will
be automatically solved. ‘

When the gquestion of in-
dependence for Malaya was
first brought up a few years
ago, large sections of the
Malayan public were not en-
thusiastic, and some were in-
deed fearful of the conse-
quences of an early with-

~drawal of the British from

Malaya. Not that such
people  were - sycophantic
lovers of British colonial

rule, but that they' consider-
ed that independence with no
experience in the intricacies
of self-government would
spell chaos for the entire
country, especially when an
armed Communist insurrec-
tion was waiting like a tiger
on the fringe of the jungle

to pounce on a new-born local '

Government.  These - were
not unsound reasons for de-
laying independence, but

they were soon considered
unwmthy in thé heat of a
rising nationalism. And the
pace towards independence
was accelerated. )
Self-government for Ma-
laya is now a reality, and this
has suddenly underlined the
many problems facing the
country. Before  Britain
agreed to grant independence
to Malaya the vote-catching
cry for local elections was

““Down with British Imperi-

alism!” Now that British
Imperialism is a relic of the
past, - politicians have
think of other things to cap-
ture the imagination or emon-
tion of the masses,

Communism

Top on the list of respon-
gibilities - is Communism,
Nine years ago the outlaw-
ed Communist Party of Ma-
a gamble,
gtarted a  hit-and-run war
with the British Government
in ‘Malaya, The. country
was  taken completely un-
awares, and the top-heavy
Government came very close
to total collapse. But events

" in the past nine years have

shown the colossal blunder
of the Communists in ingti-
gating an armed insurrection

. for which the broad masses

had no sympathy or under-
gtanding, s
the poor: peasants and estate
workers enduréd much suf-
fering. * The Commumsts
logt the gamble, and since

" then they have changed tac-

ties; and. are: now infiltrat-
ing - into trade wunions and
schoolg. - This is a far more
ingidious  and eﬁectwa

method than physmal vio-.

lence.

Tt is much easier to pursue
the: perpetrators of an . am-

bush in’ the jungle. sthan to
~track down Communist influ-
- ence- .

in . trade unions; : and
schools.

leftlst and .

and red begin?- Given time

~and patience, the Communists
“eould “work havoc with. the

Government.

‘The presént Alliance - Go- _
‘f vernment, (consisting of - the
“United . Malays: National Q-
iganisation, the Malayan In-’

dian Congress, and: the Ma~

<layan .Chinese. . Association)
“is pledg'ed to. fight the Com-
‘munists. to the “bitter. end i

- partments. -
Britigh held the reing of -go®-~

to.

and -

~‘could ' have
Malaya’s future de- |

and through which

18 through ' education.-

How is one to. draw
line - between . extreme-
Communist"
views? Wheie does pink end

Hi

By CHAI HON-CHAN

But the Alliance will not
stay permanently i power.
What if, at the next general
elections, one party favoring
the recognition of the Mala-
yan Communist Party, as a
price for the ending of the

emergency which at the mo--

ment is draining the country
of much - needed money,
comes into power?  The
Communists could use this to
blackmail a Government that
that is not rabidly anti-Com-
munist, and thus get back to
the arena of legitimate poli-
tiecs. Such an event is not
impossible.

Races

Malaya is made up of
three main races—the Ma-
lays, Indians, and Chinese,
Though they have lived for
years together in the. coun-
try, there was no common
education for all (except in
a limited way in the Fnglish
schools), no common outlook
and loyalty, and therefore
no integration to form a
nation. Tach lived practic-
ally in rigid, watertight com-
As long as the:

vernment all were content,

or appeared to be content.

Any suspicions ‘each may
have had of the other were

pushed into the background.

British colonial oil effeetively

calmed the ripplees that oc-
casionally  ruffled the placid
Malayan lake.

But, to continue the meta-

-phor, deep in this lake, like

Loch Ness, sleeps a monster
which could be invoked and
brought to the surface by
anyone unscrupulous enough
to think -that appealing to

* racialism . was the way to
‘secure . votes

and ride to
power. Any politician. who
plays: on racial feelings to
win power would be commit-
ting a
country, - such a thing
fatal  conse-

for

quences.
pends entirely on the harmo-,
nious working together of
the three races, - Politicians
and statesmen will require

great skill and deep insight

. to balance these three forces. -

It -the “equilibyium. i upset,
the repercussions could be

: dlsastrous for all

. Education

The most effective way of
cultivating a common . ont-
look and national integration

t1onal1smg education and im-

posing ‘one language on. the
~country - will help cons1der-’
ably,

. The - British Government

had' always . maintained &
laisses-faire in.
,matters of educatmn, go:that
i there: were ~ Malay,
(Tamil and Hindustani), and
' Chinese . (Kuo-yu). schools to

pohcy of

cateér ‘ to. the needs ‘of - the
vandus ¢ommunities.

thoge ~who “wighed  for -an
English * education,

to separate the races,. and. to
emphashse stﬂl ‘more : ‘their

crime against ‘the:

atill
-and general

Nar’

Indian -

-ists,
There.

were also English schocls for
s 'colonialism,

The, rer
-sult”of - this: 'wag; - naturally,

differences in language and
culture.

Under the new Constitu-
tion for Malaya, Malay and
English will continue to be
the official languages of the
country for the mnext ten
years, after which, subject
to a review, Malay may be-

come the sole official lan-
guage, .
In the future national

schools there will be & pro-
gressive move to use Malay
as the medium of instruction
in primary and secondary
cducation, while University
education will .coutinue in
English indefinitely.
while Malay is taking pre-
cedence over the other lan-
guages, - Tinglisl;, Tamil, Hin-
dustani, and EKuo-yu will
continue to be taught as sub-
jects in schools.

This policy has aroused
considerable opposition, par-
ticularly from Chinese
schools. The view was taken
that this was a deliberate
scheme to suppress. Chinese
culture. The matter is a
fairly serious one, and could
be an issue over which racial

harinony -could he broken.

Above the “racial problem
is the urgent need to 1aise

-the standard of living of -the

people, particularly to im-
prove the cconomic position
of the Malays. The country

' badly needs better social ser-

vices, hospitals, houses, em-
ployment, and free education

 for all,

These are enormous tasks,
which rcquu'o a- breadth of
view and . imagination, and
which could make or break
any Government in power,
TFinding the necessary money
to finance these projects will

be a fundamental job of the

Government.

Opposition -

If demoncratic Parliamen-
tary government is ‘to- take
root and grow in Malayan
goil, which at the moment is
far from fertile, there being
widespread illiteracy
ignorance . of
what local government en-
tails, the  Government must
have ‘an opposition,

At the moment the Alli-
ance Government has no ef-
fective opposition. . This is
not a healthy atmosphere for

- any democratic Government

t0. be in. There ‘is always
the danger of the Govern-
ment - in power developing
unpleasant  tendencies.. to-
wards ‘guthoritarianism.
Some of- the' larger political
parties’ which' were unsuc-
cesdful’ in ithe 1955 : Federal
elections “are - considering  a"
ormation’ of & united Social-"
ist opposition . frant -to the
Alhance This ‘would ‘be -a

;step in the right'direction.

It has been faghionable. to
vilify ' British colonialism: to
win the
d to.assert.one’s mia-
turity, . and- to:"play = down .
the benefita that came from

In" Malaya, as in Indla,

“British rule has left a legacy
‘of the. rule.of law;-

-a tcivil
semce of h1gh_1ntegnty and’

But’

Malayans' valuable

e plaudits. of national-.

ya looks to the future

_ and the scene is bright...

One of the most potent forces that has evolved since the end of World War Il has
been the growing desire on the part of dependent areas for 'self determination—the
political, economic, and social control of their countries.

By DAVID W. EVANS, who has toured
through Muloyu.

On August 31, 1957, Ma-
laya will achieve her inde-
pendence, and will take her
place among the nations of
the world. .

Malaya is a country of ex-
tremes. One the one hand, it
has great richness, on the
other, great poverty. Its
countryside is among the

most beautiful in the world,

its slums among the worst.
Some parts .of the country,
notably Kuala Lumpur and
Penang, are large commer-
cial cifies; other parts. par-
ticularly on the north-east
coagt, ‘are virtually unscath-
ed by the commercial world,
and the sereue little fishing
villages have probably not
changed much in hundreds
of years.

Travelling along Malaya’s
firgt-class highway through
miles
green rice fields and rubber
plantations, the trading
world seems a very unim-
portant thing.. But to Ma-
laya it is life blood—its rub-
ber plantations, large and
small, provide an important
proportion of the world's
gupply, and its other natn~
ral resources, notably tin,
also contribute to the raw

material supplies of the
world, - Ag a member of the
gterling  exchange aves,

largely composed  of Com-
monwealth countries, Malaya
hag in the past few years
been a great supplier of dol-
larg, by as near an abun-
dant commod1ty :

And mo it is that Malaya
stands on the threshold of
her future existence, and. it
will be appropriate to men-
tion some of the aspects of
Malayan life and -cultuve
that will be important in the

years to come.

The first thing a visitor
to Mnlaya cannot bhelp notic-
ing is the mixture of races.
On the Malayan - Peninsula
itself there are roughly equal

astonishing efficiency, main-
tained by a vast team of
civil servants recruited from
gome of the best European
universities; and an educa-
tion system (begun by Chris-
tion migsionaries): which has
been able to send so: many
of Malaya’s sons and daugh-
ters  to universities abroad,

and without which self-go- ;

vernment today would be as
remote as the mooy.

" The' rapid Malayanisation

of .the various services—i.e.,

replacing  expatriate . Euro-

pean officers with local Ma-
layans-—in - the pagt twoor
three “years has given some
experi-
elice in. running the complex

before - actual
ment. The fine ‘tradition of
public  service 'above party

politics “will "be. something

which Malaya has to cherish.
It is to-the gréat credit of

Britain . that Malaya.

come to . the threghold.

independence at this stage of"
her higtory.. It.igalso signi--
- ficant that, like India, Pakis:

tan, Ceylon, and .Ghana, Ma—

laya ‘has ' chosen to remain :
within the British Common-

. wealth of Nations, .

.1t now remains for Malaya'

“to_ justify her claims to self-
government,. and to prove to

the world that she can govern

wisely, -dispense justice with
impartiality, and contribute
to ‘the gtability : of South-

Enst Asla.

i

and miles of vivid.

‘has ‘

' houses
. vices
- disease i¥ ‘common,: and the

proportions  of Malay and
Chinese, cach comprising
about 45 per cent. of the
population, with about 10
per cent. Indians and a
smattering of other races.
The present Government is
a triple alliance between par-
ties representing these three
groups, and the possible
future of their political re-
lationship is discussed else-
where in this issue. In view
of the many problems which
have to be faced in Malaya
in the future, it is to be hoped
that it will conitnue to have

. a stable Government.

One of the gravest social
problems that has to be
faced, and is being tackled
with great vigor, is that of
educating the population. In
the past, educational oppor-
tunities have been limited,
and illiteracy very high, and
the task of providing educa-
tional facilities for Malaya's
children, who up to the age
of 21 comprise about half
the country’s population, is
not an easy one.

New Schools

The Government is build-
ing new schools, and teach-
ers’ colleges have been set up
around the country. There
is one very fine fully residen-
tial teachms college at Kota
Bharu, with 300 students.
Various Church bodies are
also active in promoting edu-
cation, and ave contributing
towards solving this problem

by bu11d1n%-ds1mple funetional .

school: buildings,. .

The zeal for knowledge Jin
Malaya today is very mark-
ed, and with the advent of
the Colombo Plan, it is the
goal of many students to
come to Australia to further

their studies at University

levels

The University of Malaya,
situated in. Singapore, is not
nearly large enough for the
potential demand for Uni-~
versity = training, ‘and 'in a
country about to take over
its own affairs there is ‘a

great need for well-trained
Conse-- -
-quently there is & great need

men -and  women.
for more and larger Univer-
sities .to train the doctors,
scientists, engineers, social
sclence ‘workers, and adminis-

trators who will be: in such: . -
- great demang. - R
Fortunately, this problem

would not appear- to. be 80
great in- Malaya as com-
pared with the. other - South~

Tast Asian icountries, ‘e.g:,
Indonesia, for Malaya’s popu-. -

lation (approx. 8 million) is

-very much léss than Indone-
Asia’s (over 80 m11110n), and .

economic development; is -at

" a-much greater' level "of ad-
machinery. of a modern State.
self-govern-

vaheement in Malaya than in
other “Agian  countries.
. The problems of .education

are, however, only-indicative

of .-general ‘social problems

that” confront so-called un-,

der-developed countries.
- Except for the small pro-

.. portion ~of .relatively  rich,

mainly ' Chinese ~and . Euro-
peapn . ‘traders’ ~and . :Malay

royalty, modern:convenienees

are v1rtually unknown, Wash-

ing

and ‘there is overcrowding .in
Although health ser-
‘are 'being - itmproved,

expectatmn of “life 'is "ghort.
festern

is done. .at- commumty,.~
pumps,\ sam’catlon is" poor,

standards’
there i8 ‘much that can' be-
.done,’ and although‘ it will be

sthool - tournaments' in"hoc-
. 8, ldng ]Ob, the Go’vernment '

is tackling - the problems of
social services and welfare.

Since most of the people
have little or no chance of
saving anything, and contri-
buting to the development of
the country, it seems that in
future the funds- for such
progress must come either
from the rich who can afford
it, and from overseas coun-
tries who want to help Ma-
laya. At present the Inxury
spending of the rich limits
their saving, and as taxes arve
relatively low, it would seem
that, although. others will
continue to help Malaya with
finance and technique, she
may have to raise more funds
locally for her development.

Popuiation
The necessity to curtail
population growth is also
something which may become
important. Even in Western
couniries a growth in avail-
able poods and supplies of

3 ta 4~per cent. per annum -

is considered good progress,
and in countries with far less
capital relative to labor an
improvement of 1 to 2 per
cent. may be a maximum,
Consequently, if population
continues to grow at between
1 and 2 per cent. per annum,
it will be difficult to raise
living standards without re-
sonmg to_drastic. means.
Althouggh by no memm

' cotnprehensive, this may give

an idea of some of the gocial
and . economic problems in-
volved in Malaya’s future de-
velopment.
gseem a bit pessimistic—the

- road will be a long one—but
. think there is a great heart

in, the country, and if racial
problems can he mlnlmlsed
as they have been in the
past, and - terrorism in ‘the

OUTSTANDING
SPORTSMEN
N GAMES

Many outstanding sports-

“men from all over Asia_ will’

be participating in the Mer-
deka Games at the invitation
‘of the Malayan Government.
- "The Merdekd Gumes will
be staged along similar lines
as the ! Olynmpic Games, and
will take place in 'the new
Merdeka: Stadium n' Kuvala
Lumpur. .. .

In the athletic ﬁeld the
return of the giant’ Fijians,
who . dominated ~Malayan
sports ~during the1r recent
military’ servide in: Malaya,
will ‘stimulate much. interest
in"sporting: cireles, - In hoc-

"+ key it 'is hoped  that India

and: ! Pa.k1stan, the . Olympic
‘gold - and: silver - imedallists, .
will - be represented by their
Olymipic teams.:

ment. *In swimming, Singa:

_poreg, Thailand, ‘and - Indoneg-
+8ia have been 1nv1ted to send
“teams. 7

A& the essence of sport is .

youth the Government is'o
ganising Pan-Malay: an: ‘inter-

key, soccer, tenms, etc.

It may perhaps

owhn

/Invitdtions.
" have been' gent to ‘world leads .
ing- players of’ badniinton, to’
compete inian’ open tourma-

k :’llll"l|l|||l|||||||||||“||“"!"l[l“"lll""“lll

jungles wiped out, Malaya
can look forward to improv-

©ing the many good things

which she now enjoys.

And  Malaya does enjoy
many good things. It is a
country rich in culture——its
music, dances, handlcmfts,
silverware, and so on are in
evidence from Johore to Pe-

nang, from Xotu Bharu to
Malacea. The  beautiful
woven materials in every

conceivable color are a sight
to behold. The mnatural
beauty of the countryside and
the wide range of perfumed
and colorful flowers and
-shrubs make Malaya a
traveller’s paradise.

The main highways, re-
putedly the best in South-
Kast Asia, and, indeed, much
better than average high-
ways in Australia, make for
very safe travelling.,  Tri-
shaws, water buffalo carts,
and the Malayan people use
the roads as well, and hence
motoring is most- interesting.

T couldn’t help feeling, as
we weaved our way along the
roads, passing small- lkam-
pongs (villages) and larger
towns, that even if Malayan
development does take a long
while, as it undoubtedly will,
it will not be such a terrible
thing. - Although the average
gmall landowner is poor, as
long as he has engugh. food
t6 . sustain. Tlife  he. - seems
happy enough. " ‘

Poverty

The large landowners arve,
of course, in- a good position,
as are the civil servants and
the ‘rich' city traders. The
main centres of poverty seem
to be in the overcrowded
- areas of thet owns and cities,
where: there are many men
. with large fa.m1l1ea and little
or no income. It iz here that

- efforts for 1mp10vement will

Be well spent.
in “this year of
Malaya will =achieve
self -government. Its history
has been a long and interest-
ing one, comprising . Asian
cultures and religions, and .
" ‘development and explo1tat10n
- by Western: countries. These
have done-much' to bring Ma-
 laya to her present position

" —much more in the way of

education .could - well- have
“been done, but at the 'mo-
ment that ig" not the -point: -

What ig important is that

‘a2 new horizen of opportuni-

ties . opens itself to ‘the in-
“digeénious. people; Thé future
of their country lies in' their
hands.. - Malaya, hag
many able people to -lead :
the country, and.to’ 1epresent
it in lnternatlonal al’faus.. :
" We it the Adelaide “Unis
versity -wish the' sincerest of.

good Tuck to' Malaya and its " u

people, May - ‘Wwe ‘continue: to'
cement the ‘foundations ' of;-
friendship in the future that’
“have been so well la,ld in the .
past few years. : :

‘The Merdeka . Celebra- £-
_‘tmn Corimitteo: wquld like &
to’ express
‘thanks . to .the
Fditor .of . “On Dit,? and § ..~
‘the contribytors, -without:

whose help ‘and €o-opera-,
tion ‘this special issue £ -
- would not, have been pos-'

gible. L

"ﬂ'

Onb ,AMgust 2 1.-957-——-3‘

!‘)

ity -grateful 8.7
S.R.C.; ‘the £ "
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Specially written by K. VIJI
The Federation of Malaya, the largest British possession in Asia
today, becomes independent within the British Cornmonwealth on

August 31, 1957.

Progress towards this goal
has steadily continued since
the end of the last world
war, despite the inevitable
complications arising in 'a
plural soclety, and the bur-
den of the Communist ter-
rorist  insurrection ' since
1048. A genceral background
to the mdcpondence of the
country is helpful in under-
standing the future of Ma-
laya, which I feel is going to
be vital to Australia and the
other South-East Asian coun-
tries in many respects.

The population of Malaya
is, roughly, 6% million;, of
whom & million are Malays,
2% million are Chinese, and
# million . are Indians and
others. The Malays are the
indigenous people, and are
the modern counterpart of
peoples: that emerged from

.tho interfusion of races and

cultures that ranged from
. Central Asia to South-Tast
Asia many centuries ago.

The main influx of Chinese

and Indians took place about

©  the end of the last century,

when they were brought by

the British as indentured
laborers, and also & large
number camé as traders.

The national economy is
based on agriculture, with
rubber as the chief source of
the country’s poraperity. Tin
is second only to’ rubber in
its contribution to the eco-
nomy.

Till the beginning of World
Way 11, 'when the Japanese .
occuplcd Malaya, - the = area
was composed of three ad-
ministrative " -units —  thg
Straits =~ Setblements, ~ the
Federated Malay States, and
~ the Unfederated Malay
States

The war, the J apanese oo»
cupation, and the political up~
surge of other Asian nations,
together with educational ex~
pansion before and afte1 the
war, stlmulated pohtlcal
awakening in Malaya.” . -
~ Before -the war the differ-
ent States and Settlements
had a large measure of auto-

noiny, ‘and there was no ef-
- fectual central Federal Go-

vernment. . In 1948 thé Fede-
ration -of: Malaya: came “into.
existence, under which: each:

State and Settlement’ was .
. united under a. strong. cen--

tral = Government, | though
each. retained . its 1ndiv1dual-
ity. i
From. its inceptlon the
Federation of. Malaya -has
advanced towards a democra-
tie  self-government, despite -
“the guerjlla warfare of the
Communigty -on - the civilian. .

.: population ‘and 'the govern-'

‘ment. machinery. - The  first
Legislative Counc11,,
senting the various races and:;
interests,; had - an - unofficial
ma_]onty, though it “was 1ot~
elected,” |
ber” system was mtroduced

vancenient, towards -gelfigo-
- vernment, and ‘was . the first’

step towards, Ministerial ‘re; -
) Various depart- - -

sponmbll i
,meénts ‘and suibjects Were as-"
- gembled ‘together, and placed
,severally under-“the i control:
' ‘individual - Legislative"
,Councll members;: mogh - ‘of -

- 4—On’ Dlt, August‘Z," 1{957

repre- ...

~In-1961 *the “Mem-= '

whom were political
community leaders,

In 1952 the composition of
the - Executive Council was
changed to include all those
who were “Members” in the
Legislative Council. -In 1966
a new Constitution was in-
troduced, by which the great-
er part of the responsibility
of the government of the
Federation of Malaya was
transferred to elected repre-
sentatives of the people. The
new  Federal = Legislative
Council was to have 98 mem-
hers, of whom 52 were to be
elected by the people, and
the rest were to be State and
Settlement representatives,
and members nominated by
the High Commissioner, IFor
the purposes of the election,
the three main communal
political parties formed an
Alliance. They .are the
United” Malay National Or-
ganisation (U.M.N.O.), the
Malayan Chinese Association
(M.C.A.), and the Malayan
Indian .Congress. (M.IC.).
The Alliance (UMM
M.C.A~M.IC., won 51 outl- of
the 52 seats contested. at the
first national general elec-

and

~—

tions, held in July, 1955. The
High . - Commisgioner - (Sir
Donald . MacGillivray) .. an-

nounced the composition of
the new - Executive . Council -
after the elections, It was
composed of the High Com-
miggioner, 10 elected mem-
bers from the Legislative
Council, together with three
ex-officio members and two
nominated members, All the
ten elected members were as-
signed portfolios and became
Ministers. - The leader of the
party  with . the . majority

(U.M.N.O.) became the Chief .
-~ Minister (Tengku Abdul -
Ra’hman)

"The Alliance which formed .
the first elected Government

with popular support, went
further .with _constitutional
advances.. In January, 19568,
3’ conference was called in
"~ London to discuss ‘advance-
ment - towards self-govern-
ment. This conference was
attended . by representatives

“of the United Kingdom' Go-

vernment, . their - Highnesses -
the M'tlay rulers, and  the Al-
liance -Government in- the
Federation. At this confer-
ence it'was agreed that neces-
sary . steps towards the se-
curing of - ‘early . establigh~
ment of a fully self-govern-
ing and independent Federa-
tion of ‘Malaya’' within. the
Commonwealth’ on' the bagis
. of Parlismentary 1nst1tut10ns
were to be taken. . The con-
ference . made.’ recommenda-
tions - en - defence, - internal

securlty, financial: and eco--
nomlc matters, public -gér-:

vices, ~and . future ' ¢onstitu-
“tional i changes. -

Durmg the interim” perxod‘

betWeen January, 1956, and”
August, 19587, he pof
Adery-s]

~gources and

1t1ca1»”}'

study local conditions and
find facts on various subjects
before drafting the Constitu-
tion, They are Sir William
McKell (Australia), Mr. Jus-
tice Hamid . (Pakistan), Mr,
Justice Malik (India), Sir

Ivor Jennings (United King-

dom), and Lord Reid (Unit-
ed Kingdom). Lord Reid was
the chairman, and
called the Reid Commissgion.
The Constitution is being re-
cognised as being of a very
high standard, and in July
of this year, with minor
modifictaions, both of “sub-
stance and form,” it was
adopted by the Governnient
of the Federation of Malaya.

Thus the new Malaya will
have it as their Constitution,

~and in the long run the suc-

cess of the Constitution will

"depend on the rate and im-

plementation of the various
facets of the Constitution,
egpecially in regard to edu-
cation, ‘rural and industrial
development, the public ser-
vices, and the overall im-
provement of the standards
of living of the Mdlavans

it was,

ONCE

A TIME . ..

UPON

Eight or nine yvears ago the words "Kuala Lumpur,”

“Penang,” “Kota Bahru,”

and even “'Singapore” were

little more than names carrying a sinister overtone to

Austrealion ears.

Malaya was a “foreign”,
“tropical” and vaguely alien
country about which we
knew, and wanted to know,
little.

Malayan  students have
changed all that permanent-
ly for an agtonighing mumber
of Australians,” Originally

‘we-may have been surprised
_ that these

students could
compete on even terms with
Australians in all University
courses, Now we accept it
as one of the facts of our
world that -these boys and
girls speak, think, p]ay, and

Teact to human situations in

the same way as we do, and
that most of them appear to
have a zest and purpose in
living' which
seent to lack.

The ' fact that in a country
so near to our own three
distinet racial groups live in
a relatively harmonious and
homogeneous society, Thas
made a deep impression on
us who have bheen trained to
believe that racial 1solat10n-

many of us

ism, like honesty, is the best -
policy.

Maluyan students lave
had a lion's share in the
gréal change coming. over -
Australian  public  opinion
about our immigration policy.
This is only one of the many
things which we owe to Ma-
laya.

My six years in Adelaide
have given me a kaleidosco-
pic memory picture of names
Wilf
Anthonisz and Josh Owen,
Choo, K. H, Lim, Karim, and
many others who have re-
turned home (not to mention
a host of equally important
people still among us), who
have ,possibly - contributed

.more to the University: life.

of their generation than any -

_ecomparable number: of ount- .

standing Australian students.

We all rejoice with Malaya
in achieving Merdeka. May
all that is best in her multi-
racial  culture continue, to-
gether * with many new . and

grept achievements = made
possible by her new politieal
status, T, T. BORLAND,

MALAYA HAS SOME
 FINE CULTURES

On the 3lst. of this month o new nation will be born.

) This  newcomer - is = the
Federation of Malaya, the
renowned land of tin
rubber, and long thé “Gate
to the Easl.” To the seafar-

_ing Portuguése and Dutch: of

days bygone this strip of
peningula held the key to the
monopoly -of the gpice trade.
The British later were: also
aware of its rich natural re-
its
position geographically. More
recently; -a - decade "or. two
ago, the Japanese, in strides
of conquest, were only too
cager to swallow her up as

- part of: the “Great Aslﬂ.tlc‘

Co- prospemty Sphere.”

The term “Malayan. éul-
ture” may. be slightly mis-
' leading, because as a nation
Malaya does not yet possess
a " distinetive . national ~cul-
ture as Wwe: : understand it
in. -otheér <ancient .Asian: or
European. countries.
fore; in conmdermg “Malay-
an “culture,”. one. should. be

fair - to - bear qnt mind . that.
Malaya ig st:ll very young.«

BUILDINGS

In architecture one can

stﬂl find many notable build-
‘ings and.churches’in Malacea -
- -of Portuguese and Dutch de- :
In; this anc:ent gea-
G it L) the‘,

signs.
. port,” the . “Qld

gelves. with the ‘implementa=

-+ tion: of the recommendations ¢
ndon conference [

of the 'L

Durlng latter part of
1956 a" Constitutional - Com.
“ittee was set. up toproposa
‘ardraft Constit for in-
“'dependent, r
‘the best Qommon 6!
- stitutional “expert
Malaya for g

sxx months “to

and -

by CHONG CHOW PANG

favorable

There--

fence),
- tion-has. also left ity marks -
“in - 'the ‘Malay - customs and-

© After the initial 1nﬂux o3
in tiners, the latter Ohmese;v ‘

broufht along‘" new -

“their. highly deVe
’ “Cons%;;uently, tm

land with ‘m'any excellent

houses and temples of Ching
‘Dynasty, .’
well ‘the cruel tests of the.

They hdve . stood

tropical climate for a eentury
or. more.

Fortunately, the intricate
industry of silverware, and

‘the. production .of the hlg‘hly
+ ornamental: cloths ‘woven  in

with gold threads, are still:
enjoying. - their - proud

of local crafts.

VISUAL ARTS

In  spheres of visnal arts

‘and other cultural activities,-
foreign influénces have been

very. noticeable, - The  folk

mugic of the country ig of.
This :

Indo-Malay - form.
rather strange music may -be

heard inthe village “Wayang |

Kulit"” (the “shadow. show'),
or ag the accompamment of
the . display - ‘of = “bersilat™
(the: Malay art of  self-da-
The  Hindu ‘civiliga-

language:

imigrants
ped

and
unique position .in -the ﬁeld‘«

T.prove to. ‘be  the inexhaust-

"'Sad to say, there has ‘been o
very little - noteworthy lite-
rary work since the days of

{ Munshi Abdullah

MUSIC

“The influchces of the West-
ern” ‘cultures = dre perhaps
mpre and more strongly felt.

Last year: a “Festwa of
Culture” ~'wasg - ‘held in the
capital city of Kuala Lum-
pur,. where, for the firgt time
in’ history, collective ‘effort

-had been made to present a
.programme. . of dances  and
- gongs; ‘and other. artistic. per<
: formances

-eontributed . by
the “various commumtles in-
‘Malaya. It wis a great Fue-
‘cess. - No. doubt this is'a-
.memorable gtep. in the 1‘1ght '

‘ dlrectlon

~Malaya las a pepple of .0
cosmopohtan originl ' The

“barriers of language and res
.. Hgion, one may " think, "will ..
suffice’ to; retard: any process: .’

of ‘integration of thésge dif- .
ferent cultures into a nation-
pattern. ” But" the mere:
nature -of’ 1ts ‘diversity may.

ible, sources from .which a
characteristically Ma
layan'. ‘type .of .culture
: rge, mhemtmg ‘the " fine
pomts of: East and: West.

of. today and tomorrow ar
dedwated ‘thie dmportant -
overc;)mmg ‘these “1iof |






