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BENJAMIN BOYD CES FOR CHECKING 1

i ——

(1) Primaxry Sources
Wentworth Papers (ML),

Governors' Despatches and microfilm CO Records (ML), |
Historical Records of dustralia, Ser. I, vols.XX = VI

- Lang, J.D, "Historical and Statistical Account of New South Weles, 2 vols. |

London, 1875,

~Therry, R. "Reminiscences of Thirty Years' Residence in New South Wales and

Victoria®, Londen, 1863,

Sydney Morning Herald, -

The Colonial Observer, L '

The Atlas.

The Maitl_e_\_ng Ham.
The New South Wales Magazine,

(2) Secondary Sources

Rusden, G.W, "History of Australia", 3 vols., London, 1883,

{
|

Roberts, S.H. "The Squatting Age in Australia, 1834=1847", Melbourne, 1935,

Butlin, S,H. "Foundations of the Australian Monetary System, 1788=1851",
MBlboum, 1953.

Buckley, K.D, "Sir George Gipps and the Squatters", Historical Studies,
vol.7, no.26 (May, 1956), p.181.

Jenks, L.H, "The Migraetion of British Capital to 1875", London, 1938,
Macmillan, David S, "The Debtor's War', Melbourne, F.W. Cheshire, 1960,
All the ebove references are taken from the bibliography contained in the
last-quoted book (i.e. by Macmillan).
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LABOUR TRADE 11

Maxwell, C, Bede, "Wooden Hookers", Sydney, 1940.

On page 204 there is quoted a report by Capt William Jones of the Elizabeth
that in 1845 he contemplated going to Tanna "to see if I could get some

native s" 3

On pp.248-9 she states that this letter was published in the SMH late in

Sept., 1845,

Could you please have a shot at tracing this letter and, if you find i%,

to have it copied or photostated for me?

Maxwell seems to think that Capt Jones' letter demonstrates that there was
blackbirding for Australia before Boyd's efforts in 1847; but I feel myself

thet all Capt., Jones wanted the labour for was %o collect his sandalwood

lying on fhe beach at Erromanga, which his own crew had refused to load

after five of them had been killed,

(EERE-REE R R LR |

There is a further reference on pp.253-4 of Maxwell to the effect that there';&.
was a protest against Boyd's labour venture "made by the New South Wales |
Auxiliary to the London Missionary Society during April, 1847", vhere a

Dr Ross rose to say that it was disgraceful that any employer should be
permitted to import the labour,

1f I have not already got f}ff the account of this meeting in my file (with
you) could you please get me & copy of the proceedings, Presumably they

were reported in the SMH,
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BENJAMIN BOYD

AND THE SCUTH SEA ISLANDS

Section I - Benjamin Boyd.
Section II =~ Introduction of Labour into Australis.
Section III - Charles St Julian, (transferred to File 22).

Section IV ~- John Webster and Sikaiana, (transferred to File 22).
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I. x1sInzianEﬂisxgzisal_Mnaazinﬂ, vol, III, no, 2, Dec, I9I3:
"Sogle of the Murraz Pioneers and their Services to the

State® - C.Stuart Ross,

Refers to the Royal Bank properties in the Vistorian
Riverina, and Boyd's introduction of island labour %o
thenm, Ar{'.icle also gives some information on later owners
of these properties, If still in existence, possibly papers

available ? See pp. 78 = 79, 83 - 843 also p. 7I.

2, R.A.H.S., Journal and Proceedingsg, vol, V, 1920.
"Some recollections of 0ld Sydneys - Sir James Fairfax.
Refers to Boyd's business establishments in Sydney,
and to arrival of natives in Sydney,"they camped in his
backyard™, Also notes battle in Jamleson-street between
"Lifu men® and local aborigines, See pp, 7-8.

3, The Australian Historical Societ¥ (later R.A.H.S.), I, andP,
vol, 2, Part 6, 1907, np., 129 - I39,
“"Benjamin Boyd, Merchant" - J.H.Watson, Continued in
A.H.SL vol. 2, part 7, 1907-8, pp, IMI - Ik,
See p,.I3 “& for reference o Boyd's importation of
island labour; seems mainly to be based on Report in the
s I May I847 .
Watson makes use of the following publications
and it might be useful checking them, if this has not
yet been done :
Low's Directory of Sydney ( uncertain if this
ecprrect title),
The G te ( published from 23 March I8ik4
to 3I December in Sydney ).
Arden's §1§ggzs§%gﬁgln§ ( not certain if this was
still heing published in late '40s8).
The Heads of the People (as above)., Published in
Sydney.

b R.A.H.S.z J, and P,, vol, XIX, Part VI, I933,
"Ben Boyd's Labour Sunnlies"™ - H.P.Wellings, pp. 374- 38k,
Notes already on this article ( see F&}e on B,B, and the
South Sea Islands, Part I, pp. 23~ 2%,
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ROAOHUSQ
1920,

Part I,

p. 8.

his backyar%fl between

IHEX They fouﬁht with stones and other Wweapons
up and down the

ion of the householders, The Lifu men, absolute M

3

ﬂﬂu“ﬂ mld Ez:ﬂgﬁﬁm“ -'s‘, VOIQ V,

SSome Reecollections of 014 Sydney" -
Sir James Fairfax,

"Boyd was a tall Scottish merchant, of the
firm of Robinson &nBo?ﬂ*ﬂThe office of these
merchants was the bui ding where the Went-
wotth Hotel stands, They had an interest in
whaling ships, and Bogg established a whaling
station at Boydtown, Twofold Bay, near what
1s now known as Eden,,,The first coloured
labour was introduced by Boyd. He brought a
number of men from Lifu, and they ecamped in

Cﬁurch Hill andJamieson-
street, At that time many aborigines used to
frequent Sydney, and on one occasion a number
of theseccame in conflict with the Lifu men
in Jamieson-street, AL R O RN NSO IS8

street, much to the consternati:

savages, were sent to Boydtown, and Mr, John
Ross, son of the Rev, Dr, Ross, Congregational
minister, undertook the charge of them over=
land, He was a very fine young man, and very
soon gained the confidence of the natives,
After some very curious adventures he got them
to a station near Boydtown, But the venture

was not a success."
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(I)
(2)
(3)
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(6)

(7

(8)

(9)
(10)

(IT)

(12)

Page
Mitchell Library catalogue entries on : I
Mitchell Library MS catalogue entries, on 8
Newspaper cuttings file items on Boyd's Islands
Labour experiment on 9
Public Library Research Department Catalogue
cards on II
Petherick Bibliography entries on Ik
Copy of letters in Melbourne Argus for July 29
and August I, I9I2 on death of Boyd on 17

Ferguson newspaper cuttings file items on Boyd - 20
Notes in Wellings, H.P. : "Ben Boyd's labour
supplies". R.AH.S,, Journ,&Proc., v. I9 (I933),
pPp. 374-84 - 23
Notes in Abbott, J.H.M. : "Ben Boyd. The story of
a Failure". Lone Hand, Feb, I, I917, pp, Id2-kt . 25
Note on "Murder of Mr, Boyd in the Solomon Islands®.
Newg, April Io, I852, - 26
Note on "Immigration of South Sea Islanders into
New South Wales", Illustrated London News, Nov,20,
1847 > : 26
ﬁotes in Ross, C.Stuart : "Some of the Murray ;
Piloneers and their Services to the State", The
Victorian Historical Magazine, v. III, no.2,

(Dec., I9I3), pp. 70-86 2 29
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(I3) |Notes in Wells, William Henry : A _Geggraphical
Dictionary; or Gazeteer of the Australian
Colonies. Sydney, W. & F, Ford, I848 - 28

(I4) Notes from the Port Phillip Patriot, Aug. 19,
IB"‘B’ '002 4 Sydnay NGWS' and Atlgo 28, IB""S, p.2 = 30

(I5) Excerpt from the Syinev Morning Herald, Jan, I,
I849, on the Atlasg - 35

(I6) Excerpt from the Goulburn Herald, Nov, 18, I848,
on Boyd's arrest in Sydney - 36

(I7)  Excerpt from the Sydnev Morning Herald, Aug. I7,
-t 1848, p, 2, on J.P.Robinson, Boyd's partner - 37

(18) Excerpt.fron the Goulburp Herald, Aug. I9, I848, :
and the Sydney Morning Herald, Sept. I3, I848,

on J.P.Robinson, Boyd's partner - 38
(I9) Excerpts from the Mitchell Library MS Journal _
of Oswald W, Brierly - 39 |

i(zo& Copy of Notice in the Pacifiec lsléngs Monthly,

Nov., I958, on the Boyd family 43
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"Some of the Murray Pioneers and their Services to the State"

Pe 78

By cS Stuart Ross, ( Read before the Society, 28th October,
I19I2),

"Now, there looms on our visson through the mist of

the years a man of exuberant vitality and daring enter-

prise, who arrests attention and kindles the imaginatlon
by the anparembivastness of his wealth and the splendour
of his schemes, Benjamin Boyd descended, in E8kIjcWé are
told, upon quiet, plodding Melbourne like one possessed

of unfathomable wealth, He began operations as director

of vast enterprises financed from the home-land - enter-
prises that were intended to secure, as he put it, an
Independently large financial prosperity for the Banking
Company he represented,

A period of wild speculation was followed by rulnous
depreciation in valdes of station properties and stock,
Boyd effected large purchases of sheeg at rates as low
in some cases in New South Wales, as Is, per head, besides
cattle horses at relatively the same low rate, He
took uﬁ: toral licence:about 400 square miles of country
on the west bank of the Ovens River, extending back some
20 miles, and embracing a considerable portion of Murray
frontage, from the junetion of the Ovens down to within
2 miles of what is now known as Yarrawonga., Followdnhgg
down the Murray, he took up another 400 square miles of
country at Ulupna, Again, crossing the Goulburn River, he
took up another large area on the Goulburn and Campaspe,
which, later on, was known as Cornelia Creek Station,
Peechelba was first oeccupied, cattle having been brought
over from New England, Then followed the occupation of
Ulupna and Strathmerton West, He was the first to introduce
Kanakas into Australia with a view to securing chea
labour in building cattle yards and huts, Seventy-five
Kanakas were employed for some months, both at Ulupna
(where they built large cattle yards of pine), and at
the Woolshed Station, near Deniligdin, another of the
Royal Bank properties, He contemplateé the building of
a city, and believed his name would be perpetuated in
Boydtown, of which he laid the foundation on the shores
of Twofold Bay. He built a lighthouse to guide his fleet
of whalers into port, wharves on which to land their oil,




"Some of the Murray Pioneers and their Services to the State",
@ontinued

: P. 79 and huge stores for the merchandise he designed to
import, Now all are crumbling under the corroding
tooth of time, His enterprises proved disastrous to
the unfortunate shareholders of the Bank. The
Kanakas were bad1¥ used by the overseers, They got
out of hand, and the Government intervened with an order
that they should be returned to their homes in the :
South Pacific, When things were moving to a erisis
the Bgnk's agents eiﬁseg accognts with him, and he ;
salled from Sydney his yacht ng%ﬁrgi accompanied |
by some of his friends. He visite e Qlifornian
gold-fidlds, andy, on a subsequent cruise among the
Pacific Islands, he landed for a day's shooting on
Guadaleaner [sicl , and there his career closed,
probably in darkness of tragedy; an impenetrable
mystery shrouds his fate,

Sgagts s Radke i,

Many years ago Mr, James Mitehell, of Tabletop, i
secured a historic reminiscence of Boyd at a sale
of heirlooms held in Melbourne, It is an @il painting,
entitled "Favoubites", "a veritable work of art® 3
which represents six horses impotted by Boyd in Ehe !
early forties, The ancestry of some of our best ]
Australian stock can be traced, it is maid, to those :
horses Boyd introduced, For some ears that ﬁaint:!.ng was
a prized possession at Tabletop, But, in I90 s it :
was nresented by Mr, [sic] Mitchell %o the Mayor and
Cowneil of Bega, which is 40 miles from Boydtowm, on

Twofold Bay, where probably the six "Favourites™ were
landed, "

g s
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From Pacific Tslands Monthly, vol, XXIX, no, %, November, 1958,
Pe. 27 ¢ The Editor's Mailbag.
1t -

The Boyds of Bovdtowns BST and London,"

"It was interesting to learn from recent correspondence
that the fam ous Benjamin Boyd, who left his mark prominently
in the New South Wales and Pacific Islands of over I00 years
ago was a great-uncle of the Right Hon, Lennox Boyd, the
present British Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Benjamin Boyd was a shipowner and trader, with a bold
imagination and bouhdless energy. It was he who selected
Twofold Bay (Eden) as the ideal place for a major port on the
Australian coast between Sydney and Melbourne, and it was he
who there built Boydtown (now a fascinating relic), How right
he was in planning that new State and port !} He lost his life
when he went into the South Pacifie Islands in his armed
yacht, the "Wanderer", He went ashpre on Guadalcanal, in the
Solomon Islands, on October I5, L%%I, to shoot pigeons, and
the natives seized and murdered him,

Articles asbout Boyd and the WWanderer" apneared in
PIM in May and July, I957, and April, I1958; and we learned
of the relationship when requests came from London for conies
of the journal for Mr. Lennox Boyd (who, incidentally, now
is the Minister in charge of the Solomon Islands, where his
kinsman was murdered), "




[1848]

- BENJAMIN BOYD'S LABOUR TRADE 1847

Dutaillis, M. "Rapport de M. Dutaillis, capiteine de corvette, commandant
la corvette L'Ariane, sur sa mission sux iles Mulgraves." Revue Coloniale,

Mars et Avril, 1849, P/A1¢ pp. 145-197.

LA R N R RN

P.170. 1Le 27 Mars nous laissBmes tomber 1'ancre dens la rade de Sydney,
entre 1'31e Pinchgut et le fort Macquarie,

Je trouvai dans le port les trois-m@ts francais 1'Arche-d'Alliance et
le brig l'Anonyme, appartement tous deux & la Société de 1'Qceanie.

(B R R N

L'Arche d'Alliance ne devait pas tarder non plus b faire voile, soit
pour la Nouvelle-Calédonie, soit pour lesfles Loyalty. M. Marceau, capitaine
de ce bltiment, avait, dans un précédent voyage, repatrié une vingtaine
d'Indiens qu'il avait trouvés 3 Rontouma et qui, sous les fallacieuses
promesses d'un capitaine Anglais, avaient ingénément quitté leur pays Ggd
Onea (archipel des Cyclades).  Si ces Indiens sont susceptibles de

reconnaisance, i} est & présumer que nos KIFFIgfgF{ missionaires trouveront
pres d'eux secours et protection. .

Au moment de mon départ, j'ai appris qu'une vingtaine d'autres,
presqu'ahaydonnéa B eux-mémes dens 1la ville de Sydney, avaient obteru comme
ceux pris & Rontouma la faveur de rallier 1'ile Onea & bord du m@me bRtiment.

Ssr eI Y

P.195. Clest sur 1'1e d'Onéa que doivent aller &'établir les missionaires
frangeis qui pertiront de Sydney sur le trois-m8ts 1'Arche-d'Alliance, & la
fin Qu mois d'Avril 1848. .
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BENJAMIN BOYD : >

Greenop, Frank 8. "Coast of Tragedy" (Sydney, 1944) p.172, says that:=

“George Crawford, one of the officers of the Wenderer, has doubted that
Boyd ever intended to return to Sydney, and has been responsible for
e wild idea that the Scot would have founded a republic of his own
somewhere in the Pacific. Such a thought might have appealed to
Boyd'e vivid mind, but I have conscientiously searched, without result,
for any trace of documentary evidence that such an idea entered Boyd's
head. Even if some word or action of Boyd's while at sea gave some

ground for the belief, it has not been preserved - nor would it have
had a chance to mature."

o
288t RRDRRED

Is there any chance of discovering where Greenop got this information from?
Perhaps a MS letter or other paper in the Mitchell indexed under Crawford,

5 or else an article on Boyd by him in some newspaper or periodical of the
oy time?
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BENJAMIN BOYD AND THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS

e s —————— w

BIBLIOGRAPHIES

(1) For background material on New Caledonia (and possibly the Loyalty
Islands in the late /Os see the accounts of the visit of the Eleanor

(Capt. Woodlin) to Botany Isle and New Caledonia in Decembers, 1847,
in-

SMH 30.3.48,

Nautical Megazine for Dec., 1848, pp.684=6.
2 " " May, 1850, pp.298-=302,
n b/ n June’ 1852, ppo324-6o

Hong Kong Register 2.3.52,

And the massacre of the crew of the cutter May in 1849y in -

Colonial Magazine (June, 1850) XVIII:541-3, 546.

(2) sikaiana -

8ketch of Stewart's Island 8°26'S, 163°7'E,

Plan of islands seen 18.5.1791 4950'S, 153°36'E,
Discovered in the Waigzaamheyt [?] (Capt. John Hunter),
- Dalrymple Chart, 20.3:1794. 19 x 114, P.C.490,

- Cheyne (1855), pp.66-8,
- Lourie, Chart of W, Pacific, 20.5.1800.

See also Wilson, Duff (1799), p.298, :

L - Cheyne, Western Pacific (1852¢), pp.52-3.
Nautical Magazine (Nov., 1867), pp.609=13,
Scherzer, Voyage of the Nowara, IT:601-24.
- Angas, Polynesia (1866), pp.402-3.

Nautical Magazine (@ct., 1867), pp.539-42,
- Findley, S. Pacific Directory (1884), p.870.

(3) Fate of Benjamin Boyd =

Romilly, W. Pacific (1886), pp.64=5.
Nautical Magazine (March, 1854), pp.123=5.,
Webster,

Moss, Through Atolls ... (1889), pp.72=4.

(4) The name 'Arogsi! -

- L'Ile Aressi ou San Christoval: Séjour d'un An, Dec.
1845- [?] Dec. 1846. Des Arossiens, leurs Moeurs ...
in Verguet. Mission de Melanésie (1854), pp.108-205,

- Evgcuation-d'Arossis.Missionnaires Yy sont massacrés,
rotis et mangés, Aout 1847,
in Verguet, pp.280-6. '
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D _THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS
Section II - Intr ion of Is L
dnto Australls

Note on Early Proposals to use Island Labour -

Notes from Brookes, J.I. : International Rivalry
in the Pacific Islands 1800-1875, pp. I76-7 =
Notes from Ward, J.M. : British Policy in the

South Pacific I1786-1893, pp. 2I8-I9 -

Excerpt from the 1 trated London Newsy Nov,

20, 1847, on benefits of introducing island

‘labour =

Excerpts from Erskine, John E, : Joupnal of 3

he Islands of the Western Pacl
2020 9 DD 193 34I-23 366, on abduction of
Loyalty Islanders in I847 -

. Excerpts from Brookes, J.I. : op. cit., pp. I7h-

6, on Marceau and the "Arche d'Alliance" -
Excerpts from H.R.A.,, Ser, I, XXVI: 77-8, on

II Vict., no. 9, exempting Island Labour from
the Master and Servant Act -

Excerpt from H.R.A,, Ser, I, XXVI: II9, on an
enquiry into Boyd's introduction of island
labour =

Copy of Earl Grey's despatch no, I32“fof July 29,
1849, to Sir C. Fitzroy, on the Rotuma fracas

and Boyd's introduction of 1sland labour =
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Notes from the Colonial Intelligencer for I848
and I849, on Boyd's introduction of island

labour e

Bibliographic notes on Rotuma from Petherick

Excerpt from Welling, H.P.

-

Benjémin Boyd in

Riverina", R.AH.S., Journ, & Proc,, v. 20,

(I93%), pp. II4-2I
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BLACKBIRDING: COMMENCEMENT OF LABOUR TRADE T

The Sydney merchant J.B. Montefiore had suggested in 1838 that the traders
of Chile end Peru would recruit slavesg in New Zealand if they knew of the
possiblllties (PP, 1837-8, (XXI), 680, 66-$), in 1842 David Cargill,
missionary in Tonga and Fiji, said that there was in existence 'a proposal
to commence a traffic in slaves in Po‘&nesia, by purchasing Feejeian
captives, and selling them in some of the slave markets on the coast of
South Americ&"‘(Cargillé "A Refutation of Chevalier Dillon's Slanderous
Attacks on the Wesleyan Missionaries in the Friendly Islands ..., 35).
Over 50 years earlier William Bliéh Kad brcusated Aha emigration of Al

Polynesian labour to Austrelia: as a means of ¢ivilizing the natives

(Bligh, Voyage to the South Seas ..., 80—1) .
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BOYD!'S INTRODUCTION OF PACIFIC ISLANDERS LABOUR TRADE II

illustrated London -lews, Nov.20, 1847.
"The proposition is an important move in the great scheme of ocivilization;
and, if successful, must put to shame the inhumanities of conquest and

extermination, which are too often glossed over as colonisation.

It is well observed in the Sydney periodical already quoted — 'The accounts
we have received of the miserable desfifution of these ﬁobr islanders;
and the-h;rmible straits to whichl£hey are reduced, ought to be 355532333
considered by a Chrietian community,-who are compelled to boil down their
flocks and herds because they have not labour enough to tend them., We
went labour; these éeor oreatures want food; they are within a few weeks
sail from our shores; end it secems a dispensation of Divine Providence
that the labour required by this vast Continent should be taken from the
overpeopled islands with which the sea that washes our coasts is studded,
The emigration_of these peoﬁle will be the secret means of Christianizing 2l
them; and if we would for ever abolish the dreadful orimes of LA AAL LA AL il

infanticide and cannibalism from Polynesia, it is to be achieved by

following up the philanthropic design which Mr. Boyd has opened,'

»
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LOYALTY ISLANDS 8 ' : : TR E I1

Erskine, John E, “é‘ouxnal of a Cruise among the Islands of the Weswrn
Pale].C; res e -“o LOﬂdOn, John M'!J.I'I'a,;" 18535

P.19. Yo white missionaries ha{‘fe as yel teken up their residence at
these islands, but in Mare e Loundl she Binoeh teachers belonging to
the London Mission Society, who had partially Christianized the tribes
of the west coast.

The people of Lifu and Uea seem to be very well disposed
towards our countrymen, ¥gf¥ notwithstanding that, s yeax or two
before, several of the men of both islands had been carried away
under different pretences in a vessel fitted out at Sydény to procure

labourers for New South Wales, from these and other islands,

P.341. ' The ioyalty islanders probably owed to their good reputation,
and & love of wendering, for which they seem to be distinguished, an
unsuccesful attempt, made in 1847 by & company established in New South
Wa.leé for whaliz;g and other purposes, to .supply the labour market of

that 'colony by their means. The director of the company in question

&espatohed at that time two vessels with this view, under the £## command

of & Mr. Kirsopp, who suoceeded in inducing the chiefs of several of the
islands to persuade about seventy young men, a few of whom were natives
of T}ma, in } the New Hebrides, but the greater mumber of Uea and Lifu,

to .anbark with him for the purpose of Fggif¢ "seeing the worl&;’. Sundry
events occured during the voyage to open their eyes to the real inteﬁt-iona
of their pretended friendé; and on their arrival at their destination

of Two—fold Bay, the whole scheme was 80 apparent, that, refusing to work,

they, with one consent, demanded to be sent back to their £ALfd#/ ho.mes,

With an extraordinary degree of determination and intelligence, the wWe¥n
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Erskine, John E. "szrnai of a Cruise among the Islands of the Western
PaCific, ey I-ondon, John Murray‘,’ 18555

F.19. Yo white misgsionaries ha:v‘re as yet taken up their residence at
these islands, btut in Mare. we found six Semean teachers belonging to
the London Mission Society, who had partially Christianized the tribes
of the west coast.

The people of Lifu and Uea seem to be very well disposed
towards our countrymen, #gff notwithstanding that, a year or two
before, several of the men of both islands had been carried away

under different pretences in a vessel fitted out st Sydéﬁy to procure

labourers for New South Wales, from these and other islands. ek 1

P.341. The Loyalty islanders probably owed to t_heir good feputﬁtion, _

and a love of wandering, for which they seem to be distinguished, an i
unsuccesful attempt, mede in 1847 by a company established in New South _ b
Waleé for wha.liz_x_g and other purposes, to supply the labour market _of
that ‘coleny by their means. The director of the company in question ‘ il
despatohed at Lk haas vessels with this view, under the #¢f command '
‘of e Mr. Kirsopp, wh:a‘ succeeded in inducing the ;:hiefs of several of the
islands to persuade about seventy young men, a few of whom were natives
of Tana, in J the New Hebrides, but the greater mumber of Uea and Lifu,

to embark with him for the purpose of gggij¢ "seeing the worldl, Sundry
evenis occured during the voyage to open their eyes to the real inteﬁtions
of their pretended friends;s; and on their arrival at their destination

of Two—fold Bay, the whole scheme was 8o é.ppa.rent, that, refusing to work,
they, with one consent, demanded to be sent back to their FALgfds/ ho,més,

With an extiraordinary degree of determination and intelligence, the we¥s
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whole body made Igood their way by land to_Sych}e:;, a distance of more
than 200 miles, whence, with a few exceptions, they were ultimately
shipped off for .the islands., Mr, Strachan, the master of the Lynezr, - 8
who came on .'board soon after we anchored, informed me that he had .
brought up in his v_essél thirty—six of these lads in February last;

about an equal number having been, some months previously, despatched

from Sydney in 'L'irche d'Allisnce,' a ship in the service of the 75 iq |
[REAGH/BAYE1/ French Gatholic Mission, which was bringing to Ueaj some

priests, with the hopes of being able to establich themselves., By Mr. i

Strachan's account the captain of the French ship toock alamm at some

demonstrations ma,d.e by the people of the Southern district, where he #ﬂ/
at first anchored__, and the scheme of forming a mission was precipitately e
ebandoned. Mr, Strachan geve the people of this tribe a vexy good
chamcter, and he ha.d. Secured the friendship of Nikelo, the chief of

the tribe, who supplied him with sandalwood, and had also sold or granted

e e R

to him one of th'e small islands, on which he had a rmde storchouse, and
where he had 'ra.ised af éw vegetables, Three of the New Soilth Wales
padty, natives of Tana, were ét;ll on ff¢ board of the Lymer, where they |
ind sy theloutcie ver&_useful, and Mr, Strachan stated that it was

his intention to land them at their own island on his way to China,

e — T AP TR S S

whither he vas shortly sbout to procsed with his cargo of sandalwood,

P.366.  [At Lifu: 15.9.1849] Amorig the people on board during the

day were several who had returned from their forced visit to New South
Wales, to which I alluded when speaking of them. = Their experience had
FAALLAA/ENE epparently excited the curiosity of their countrymen, although

the recollection of the treatment they had met with, left no dedire to
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return in their own pevsons. e/ EIHEHITITIEITRDI IR/ ITRIEIY oY

One fine-logking lad of fourteen 61‘ fifteen was very pressing with me

éﬁ to take him to see "Sydney", which word generally implies with all
these iélanders the country of theg English sfrangers, and, on my
agreeing to do so, adhered to his determination to g0 with us, in spite
of the ridicule of a friend who h;.d been there, When I inquired of the
latter his rensons for dissuading the boy; he answered in English, which

he spoke qﬁite intelligibly, "Too much work at Sydney, too little eatl™

Although I doubted exceedingly the latter part of the allegation, I cpuld

readily understend that continucus labour; without a directly visible
object, such as must have been the 101: of these people in New South
Wales, could not at once have been made palatable to men who )&;éf
accustomed ;to look form.r& only to the satisfaction of the:.r daily wants.
1 may anticipate so far as to mention that the lad who went with us f
(receiving the name of "Geogge Havannah") was of a gentle and tractable
disposition, tut had no steady application, although he picked up English

without difficulty.
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BOYD'S LABOUR ' Marcesu and the "Arche d'Allisnce’.
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Brookes, J .l "Tnternational Rivalry in the
1800=1875",  pPp.l74-6

A T St e R S S R T TS
"It was the Caroline group, lster successfully claimed

by Spaln, which a French shipmester in an article in the Revue

Coloniale for 1845 sugpested as the next logical step for his

couritry, or even for a French fErm. Tnder intelligent manages

ment that group, he felt, could sttract all the whalers oper&ting
in the NWorth Pacific. But 1t would be even more usgefnl and
profiteble as & link Detween Bourbon on one side and Tahitld oh
the othier, and as an entrepot for the collection of /the lsland
products for which the Chinese demand WS 58111 on the increasgs
Projects ‘involving the carrying of  Pacific exotics te China
srobably sounded less alluring In 1845 than they had two years
earlier, when the treaty-making, commerce-opening mission was

belng deaspatched. Ry 1845 French business men were peassimistic

over the ehences of a direct France~-tg=Ch

(=13

na trade because of
the “inicompatabllity of Chinals products and the goods she wanted
wAthH what France wished to buy or had to of fer. Nonetheless
1withat sglie year & company was opganised which: proved to be an
enthusgisstic, though short-lived factoriin tHe development of
Feench trade among  the islands.

Bishop Dougrre, late% hesd of the Wew Caledonia miassion,
leanted the-geed of his enthusiasm.fof Getholicdsm sod Hrance

11 Ene Pacific in the minds of & young naval lieutenant named

warcean, & disciple of Saint-Simon, and of M. NMarziou, a

5 N

merehant &nd shipowner gf - Hevre. Tha ‘stock: company whlch



finally wes evolved in 1845 under the name of the Sceciete

Prencalse ‘de 1'0cedanie was sactuated by.a curlous melange of
motives socialy oetiniotlc, PEYLdod rellglions, and commercial.
Stock-holdeps were to receive only 5 per,centiopn thetr money;

all eroflts ‘over and above this amount tc be applied to further-

‘ A%
ing the work ol the Soclety. Its activities were expected to
benefit [France both meterially and gpiritually. In: the Tirst:

place, English commerce in digtant seng would have found a

it

formidable rival. Forthermore . the copditlion of the masses

in Prance would be alleviasted by the openling of new markets,

whaich would'keep.f&ctory wheels humning ot home, and by the
acquisition of enticing ﬂQW'fieldSIfOr emigration, Spiritusl
rewards ?130 woiltd flgﬁ from the 'sanctified union of commerce
and migsionary enterprise, an important aspect of the plans of
the 'soctety. The Oceanlang were to recelve simulbeneously the
benefits of Christian principles - and of  European civilization.
At éach_archipelégc where & misglion wes oatablished, a ‘store
wotld be, set up undsr the menagement of FUF Europesns of high
repﬁta wﬁo wduld cdare for the temperal sffalrs which in the' past
hed absorbed the time,and energy-éf'the nlisglonsries. The
latter wéulé-then be free to give all thelr time to evangal-
fzetion, | ; . | ; : At

The "Arche d'Allimnce®, firgt of geveral ships opersted
by the 'company, sailed out of Havre in Novembers 1845, sped by
the good.wiéﬁesicf-ecclesi&sticg and merchants glike, ' The
transport éf.miésisn&ries, the visiting of their statlons, the

ennancing of migaionary prestige through proof that the poverty




1o

ef the priests was ﬂeliberately:aseuﬁed fﬁthér thap Iinvoluntary,
went hend inﬂhind with the egtablishment: of stores on New
Caledonia, Sﬁm@a; Futuna? and Tahiti.'. At these stores the
agente sold Zuropean goods more cheaply, snd vald. a better price
for.native produce, ﬁhan dld thelr American and British rivals,
Pritehard =t Apla foresaﬁ the wqrst. The company had been
formed, ke said, to win over all the ialcs of the Pacific to

the Romen Catholic falth by bribing them with thesé cheap goodens

Soon Frenck influence would become so dominant that British

merchants would be able to trade in Polynesls only on suffer-

w3

SNCE 5 On a second voyage, lasting from 1850 to 1853, the

"Arche d'Alllsnce" carried poods supplled by the charmbers of

commerce of Houen and Amiens, Some of FULA thia cargo was
i

sold profitably in Celifornia, Honoluln, sand Papecte. The

remalnder, sugnented with sandalwood from the Isle of Pines

and the New Hebrides, weas exchanged in Shanghai, Before

completion of this venture, however, dfsturbed conditions in

ATl

‘

France brought about dissolutlion of the company."
Pootnote b1, D:187. ‘Sowe Inforuation on the origin sand

purposes ‘of the Societe de l'loceanie may be found 'in Brainne,

La.NouV&li&-Caledoniﬁ, pp»278-R13 Dubois and Terrier, Un Siecle

d'expansionmobloni&le, pp.198-200; Bermerd, L'Archipel de 1lsa

Houvelle~Caledonle, p.323; Vie de Mgy, Douarre, p.79,
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BENJAMIN BOYD
Ronaldy Rober{: B. "The Riverina. People and Properties". Melbourne, &

Cheshire, 1960. -

P.23, "“Another 'New Stater' (as we now temm them) of the forties was
Benjamin Boyd and, as he was also a great champion of the separation move—
ment, it is opportune to write a brief biographical note of._.hi.m, and leave

etails of his Fivérina runs until the next chapter.

SISSL 9Ax Joj guawwguuuw

Roads were sparse and rough;
postal  services unreliable.
Supplies came in, and wool
went out, slowly, by bullock
dray.

e runs, or stations, which a
little Jlater became famous
names in Australian pastoral
history, had already been set.

Nap Nap, Groongal and
Benerembah had been taken
up along the Murrumbidgee,
the latter near the present
town of Narrandera, and
Yanko, Wanganella and Bun-
dyulumblah along the Billa-
bong Creek.

Thomas
was at Moonbria, near Con-
argo, and F. and G. Desailley

forms the McCaughey Mem-
orial Institute.

Jimmy Tyson, soon to be-
come a millionaire squatter,
| already had seized the chance

of quick profits by droving
cattle from the Geramy run,
on the Lachlan, to the Vie-
torian diggings.

By the ’sixties, Tyson and
his bnlalthers, Pctmi a::g John,

olled _nat _onlv.
onntr n. a-effl

Nonetheless, the pattern of

on Coree, part of which now Al

| RECORD OF
RIVERIN A,S rty runs were held in Boyd's name in diffevent
BRAVE PAST

A century ago the Riverina was still
ploneering country.
- | There were no railways.

_Boyd it was who estab-
lished his own whaling sta-

tion at Twofold Bay, N.S.W,,
and brought South Sea Island.
ers to Ausiralia as (unsuit-
able) station workers,

The Murray River then
was 4 customs barrier, and
everyone's personal baggage
was examined at the border.

The author tells of the ad-
vent Of steam navigation on
the Murray and its tributar-
1es, the Murrumbidgee, the
Darling, the Edward and the
Goulburn,

Thus, Mary Ann, 55ft, long
with a 9ft. beam, began its
first voyage on March 25,

Broughton Carne 1853

_Before long, he relates,
river boats were steaming to
bury, Gundagai, Walgeit
on the Darling, and even to
Seymour in Victoria.

Rabbits

Rabbits, breeding from a
consignment shipped from
England  to Barwon Park,
near Geelong, in 1859, first
reached the Murray jn the
early  'seventies. In 1875 a

huge _meeting was held at

Thpilt

B wnalseyconpasoe _ Ty

®

§1%3
il =

SR ran e

Augustus Morris took #

ulso known, Company Station for Boyd as represg-

for the Royal Banking Company.  About thet

This number was increased in the following fey
known as Poon Boon, Neimar and Nyang.

108t versatile of men-banker, whaler, squatter
had large ideas, but he was only able to remain |
lia, for the share~holders of the bank in England,
extravagent management, demanded his recall.
alia, in October 1849 and (Gazette notices after
transfefs of runs to W.S. Boyd (Ben's brother) who =
+ 8 while,  When the bank's assets were disposed |

3 said that the sale of the stations showed a loss

adguerters of his whaling station at Twofold Bay,

a large stome, a 'Boiling downs,' and in fact a

complete with inn and church, Boyd also erected

A 1
k

never showed a light. ,.... He brought South Sea :

Islanders to Australia, but they proved useless as station YAPSUAELE workers,

and they were rather a source of trouble in the sparsely settled districts.
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A century ago the Riverina was still
Ploneering country,

RTléere were no rai]w:-fgjlf)s.’ Bovd it was who estab.
0ads were sparse and rough: lish i i -
Jrocal services ““‘;“a“"; o hr'io‘}‘é‘}’é g:;ll;gs::za them) of the forti
upplies came in, and woo 2 Island. Gexm them) o € iortles was
; and brought South Sea Island-
ﬁ;‘:& out, slowly, by bullock €rs to Australia as (unsuit-

ble) station workers, . P : i
i  Nonetheless. the pattern of |2 2 % champion of the separation move
1 the runs, or stations, which a| ~The Murray River ' (hen P

gk i
i little Jater became famous|Was a customs barrier, and !
flames in Australian pastoral | €Veryone's perscmla;! l?aggage dographical note of him, and leave
- history, had already been set. “".‘lﬁh'éxg'a‘t‘:oef l""eh; gf &’f‘::’a -
| poap Nap, Groongal and vent of steam navigati 1 i i i
gation on rustus Morrig took
Benerembah had been taken | o Murray and its tributay. %0 Chgp ver. Augus *
up:: af;’;:g the M“g"mbldg“{ ies, the Murrumbidgee, the
I near the presen i 2 S -
10%n of Narrandera g gﬁﬂfﬁﬁr the Edward and the Company Station for Boyd as repres
Yanlko, Wanganella and Bun-. Thus, Mary Ann, 55f long
byoumblah along  the Billa Mith a Oft. beam, began its ra] Benking Company. About thet
Thomag Broughton Carne {i;ssg voyage on March 2,
- Was at Moonbria, near Cop. :
argo, and F. and G. Desailley
on Coree, part of which now
forms the McCaughey Mem-
orial TInstitute,

Jimmy Tyson, soon to be-
come a millionaire squatter,
already had seized the chance
of quick profits by droving
cattle from the Geramy run,
on the Lachlan, to the Vie-
torian diggings,

. Before  long, he relates, p@ held in Boyd's name in different
K;f;r boaté;‘ were steaming to

ury, Gundagai, Walgeut 2 . :
on the Darling, and aven® o wag increased in the following few
Seymour in Victoria.

Rabbits i 2% -
- imar and Nyang.
R"Z'bbffs. brceding from a on Boon’ He yang

gonsimgr(limenr shipped I‘rqin hal Guktie
ngiand to Barwon Park - =banker, w €Ty 8sdu 8 iy
near Geelong, in 1859, first tle of men-b i

reached the Murray jn the

early 'seventies. In 1875 a

oty andbuge meeting was held ot 14€88y but he was only able to remain
liquin to_discuss meags

his brothers, Peter and John,

Soateolled not. ont Denil

sanbong,  Qu i M ﬁm] “rabbit ever e share~holders of the bank in England,
names in theip day, to which Pcﬁn this sufficiently in.
they soon added Zara, Tha-| .. b ; ed his recall,
o, O and“Lower e, e pns PR & management, domang
i i Tyson then[CF encless, devoted e Gazebte notices aftes

2 “lwe ih] Tte Y a biblio- . aze e notice .
went on to Queensland where, graph;.l;l;:l indices {0 people, iober 1849 and Gazette
at Felton Station on the Darl- properties and  important _.
ing Downs, he died in De-|E/2RE0 "Tuns to W.S. Boyd (Ben's brother) who
cm:g]lg'eir. ‘11898' ‘riding slowly| True enough, its. appea} '
e Do % may be limited, yet it is a ;
Tordih ha il spread, |fine thing now to have a per- Yhen the bank's assets vere disposed
W?HI say: ‘Here’s one old ananen; record ]“f.-tgﬁ 2 gl']r"i :
3 s ays of pasloral pioneering i ¢

SHndmack gona, ;-\ the Riverins, H I\ hie sale of the stations showed a loss
SoRE S T a2 o R RIVERINA, PEQ- '
|| wrote “Banjo” Patterson soon PLE AND PROPI:ERTIES.
| afterwards. ilicuin | Chieshire, 42/-.
Tyson sold his Deniliquin s b :
| ;unsedinb 1861 lg twobra?lu
| |boned, brawny Scots broth- 7 5 :
ers, Robert and Alexander| the headquarters of his whaling station at Twofold Bay,
Landale, I.descegmdli.mst’h -of
whom still live bo ere : ; 3 &
and in Canberra to-day. lisghed a large stome, a 'Boiling downs,! and in fact

Deniliquin

Deniliquin began as a ferry
||crossing  and a I'hmd’d the
i{ Wanderer Inn, licensed in - . :
(T Thich was situated on| Sl el e e a light. ,.... He brought South Sea
a sandhill fo the north of the b o
Edward River. S0 . i

oy Tty Deniliuin, ygs “bat they proved uceless os station YABAMALE vorkers,
now a thriving irrigation y .
centre, for many years was : .
known as “The Sandhills.” | Lig source of trouble in the sparsely settleq disgtricts.
This, then, is the type of :
information which the late
Robert Bruce Ronald, of Nap|-
Nap Station, Hay, N.S.W.,
has recorded in The Riverina,
People and Properties, pub-
lished after his death,
The Riverina, the author
comments, has always had

is own, complete with inn and church, Boyd also erected




BENJAMIN BOYD

Ronald, Robert B, "The Riverina People and Propex:ties“.

Melbourne, ¥,u,
Cheshire, 1960,

P.23,  "Another 'New Stater' (as we now tem them) of the forties vas

Benjamin Boyd and, as he vas also a great champion of the separation move-

ment, it is opportune to write a brief biographical note of him, and leave

details of his Rivérina runs until the next chapter, Augustus Morris took #

up Deniliguin or,

as it vas also known, Company Station for Boyd as repres—F

entative in Australia (P.24) for the Royal Banking Company. About thet

time, 1842, no less than thirty runs were held in Boyd!

8 name in different
parts of New South Wales.

This mumber was increased in the following few

years end included the runs known as Poon Boon, Neimar and Kyang.

Boyd was one of the most versatile of men~banker, whaler, squatter

and importer.

No doubt he had large ideas, but he was only able to remain

abour seven years in Australia, for the share~holders of the bank in England,

being dissatisfied with his extravagent mana.gement, demanded his recall,

Boyd left Sydnay, and Australia, in October 1849 and Gazette notices aﬁ.er

- that date show a number of transfers of runs to W.S. Boyd (Ben's brother) who

carried on for the bank for a while.

vhen the bank's assets were disposed

of a few years later, it is said that the sale of the stations showed a loss

of no less than £860,000.

Ben Boyd had the headaquerters of his whaling station at Twofold Bay,

where he also established a large stome, a 'Boiling downs,! and in fact a

whole township of his own, complete with inn and church,

Boyd also erected

& lighthouse which, however,

never sh_bwed a light., ,.... He brought South Sea

Islanders to > fustralia, but they proved useless as station TABOAAELE vorkers, ]

and they were rather a source of trouble in the sparsely settled digtricts,




Copies of the Argus f(-)x' 184? méke many adverse referénces to 'Boyd's
sagazes,!

I do not know tha&t the time and place of Boyd's deeth was ever
definitely cleared up, but it was thought that he was either drowned at

sea or was murdered at an island in the Solomon Group,"
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BOYD'S PACIFIC TSLANDS LABOUR

e e e e e e S S laﬁ-l

From Michael Roe.

(1) Note that by the N.S.W. Act 11 Vic. no.9, cl.XV, Paecific Islanders were
. specifically excluded from the Master and Servante legislation. See
‘ Sl N.S.W. Govt. Gazette of 6.8.47.

pae) (2) Also see Immigration Committee Report, V. & P. Leg. Council of N.S.W.,
| 1847, .

g (3) S.M.E. for 3.11.47: editorial "The New Hebridesns" claims that Boyd's ~
bl schemes have failed.

(4) S.M.E.-for 5.11.47: refers to a recent article in the Australisn by

= Boyd, in which he ascribes the failure of his scheme to the malice of

ol some legislators in not extending the Master and Servants Act to cover
islanders, :

g (5) It would perhaps be worthwhile to lock at the debate on this legislation.
| .- The S.M.H. Index to Debates would give the reference. .

=
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BENJAMIN BOYD _ FOR CHECKING

(1) Tucker, H.W. "Memoir of the Life and Episcopate of George Augustus
Selwyn, Bishop of New Zealand, 1841-1869". 2 vols., 1879,

Check for mention of Boyd's labourers being taken from the Loyalty
Islands. s

(2) Lawry, Rev. W. "Missions in Tonga and Fiji". 1852. Pt.I, p.202,
re the Velocity affray. Quoted in Eason's "Short History of
Rotuma®, p.37. ;

Copy out passage in question.

(3) Check through FO/58 for correspondence commected with Boyd's introduction
of lsbour into Australia. Ward claims that "the substance of the case
against the trade had been carefully examined in Great Britain within
five years of the first experiment". If this was the case it may appeer
from correspondence c.1847=50, or from remarks made at the commencement
of the main Labour Trade era (c.1863).

| B (4) New South Wales, - Commissions [Kanskes] Report ..... into certain
| ; alleged cases of kidnapping of natives of the Loyalty Islands, etc.
vesos With min, of evidence and app., 1869. (Public documents: misc-
ellanecus. 4). ML Q328.9

Pa 2

This is well into the Towns period, but it should be checked to see if
it contains any incidental references to the earlier period of kidnapping
in the Loyalty Islands by Boyd's captains.

|  (5) Brainne, C. "La Nouvelle-Calédonie, 1774-1854". 1854. ML 998.7
. . IA&B
Copy any reference to Boyd's kidnapping in the Loyalty Islands. - |
(6) Cordeil, P, "Origines et progres de la chvelle-ca.lgdonie". With bibl.
1885. ML 998.7
. C
Check and copy as for (5). Also check bibliography.

(7) Creagh, S.M. “Notes on the Loyalty Islands". 1892. Reprint from Aust.
Assoc. ifor Adv. Sci. Rept. 4. 1892, ML 572.9986
¢

i : \ Check and copy as for (5) and (6).
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BENJAMIN BOYD, cont'd. “FOR_CHECKING

(8) See if one can find the report of the Attorney-General's investigation
in Sydney into Boyd's activities, made during 1847. See Ward, J.M.
WBritish Policy in the South Pacific cesss™y De219, where he says:

_~ mofficial circles were soon informed of abuses inthe trade. Doubts

" had existed even at the time of Boyd's 1847 expirement. 1In that year
vV Governor-General Fitzroy reported to the Colonial Office that an
| g0 investigation had been instituted by the Attorney-General at Sydney
! . 2|7 into Boyd's activities, in view of rumours that the natives had been
; : AT brought to Australia against their will. Boyd was cleared of the
charges, although considerable suspicion remained."

The only reference to the enquiry given is Fitzroy to Grey, Dec.24,
5 184T; HRA, I, xxvi:119, where I think, however, that the covering
| despatch only is given, and not the enclosed report of the enquiry.
Poesibly a MS copy is lying somewhere in the ML or NL?

(9) Andrews, J. "Pioneer farming in the western Riverina®. Aust. & N.Z.
Assoc. Adv. Sci., Rept. 21, 1932, pPp.414-5.

I fancy that this is only an abstract, but it might be worth checking
for leads; and if it looks propitious it might be possible to get the
whole version,.

! (10) Sugden, G.F. "Early Life in Riverina: Mr George F. Sugden's reminiscences".
1949. ML A926.3

S
To check for any mention of Boyd's labourers, as in the case of (9).
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