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Crean acts on VSU

The Federal Minister for Em-
ployment, Education and
Training, Simon Crean, has
introduced an amendment to
the Higher Education Fund-
ing Act which will effectively
counteract the effect of Vol-
untary Student Unionism leg-
islation in Victoria and West-
ern Australia.

The amendment has so far
only gone through its first
reading in parliament; how-
ever,supportcanvassed by the
NUS from the Greens and

Democrat Senators should:

ensure that the legislation
passes without major altera-
tion.

The mechanisms of Crean’s
proposal have yet to be final-
ised. Basically, the new legis-
lation will enable student as-
sociations to be reimbursed
yearly for the work they per-
form which.would not other-
wise be provided for under a
Voluntary Student Unionism
arrangement. On Victorian
campuses next year, students
will most likely be paying a fee
to the universities themselves
forthe upkeep of essential serv-
ices. Itis thought that the three

main areas for which the Fed-
eral Government will reim-
burse the students associations
are student representation,
media, and clubs and socie-
ties. The student associations
will be required to place a
submission to the Federal Gov-
ernmentin March of eachyear.

Itisatthis stage unclear what
the response from the Victo-
rian State Government to
Crean’s legislation will be.
NUS President Penny Sharpe
believes that any attempt to
circumvent Crean’s legislation
on the part of the Kennett
government would have to
take the form of a High Court
challenge.

Sharpe claims Crean’s legis-
lation is a major victory for
students: “It’s convinced the
Federal Governmentof the im-
portance of our organisations, | |
and the right of students to be
represented. It isn’t, however,
the end result. Basically, if a
Coalition government gets in
federally it’s a useless piece of
legislation.” The NUS cam-
paign against Voluntary Stu-
dent Unionism continues.

David Mills

Separation packages
prove a hit

In previous issues of On Dit,

we reported on the funding
crisis in the university, also
referring to the voluntary sepa-
ration package that was of-
fered to both general and aca-
demic staff by the university.
In return for this voluntary
redundancy, staff have been
offered two year’s salary,
which is inclusive of all leave
allowances. Theresult wasthat
some 250 aging staff members
were left with dreamy thoughts
~of what the two years salary
could do for their superan-
nuation funds. Of these, 91
lucky candidates were offered
the package. It should be noted
that this occurence is not soley
or intrinsically related to the
Arts Faculty funding crisis, as
the packages were offered in
all departments. The primary
reason that the move wascon-
-sidered necessary was a per-
ceivedneed to reduce long term
spending on staff in order to
cope with the lack of funding

being received from the Fed-
‘ eral Government. Naturally,
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the main concern aboutsucha
move is that it will at best
impair and at worst decimate
the ability of some depart-
ments to provide quality teach-
ing resources for students.
Some departments have been
affected more than others. Ag-

ricultural and Natural Re-

source Sciences have been the
hardest hit, losing 12 academic
staff, whilst Arts have lost 8
academic staff. The Perform-
ing Arts Faculty hasalso been
significantly altered;although
it lost only 4 academic staff
members, the fact that it is a
relatively small department
would suggest that its re-
sources may be stretched as
badly as some of the larger

departments which face larger

reductions. The needs of the

soon to be separated staff have.

obviously been met by this
scheme, although the major
benficiaries may prove to be
resort owners in North
Queensland inundated by‘re-
ccntly retlred academics. -

Tim Gow

The State of ti

Union

The overall direction of our
Union is set by the Board of
Directors of the Union, annu-
ally elected from the student
body. This year the Board has
been concerned in particular
about the state of the Union
both industrially and finan-
cially and it has moved to re-
dress many of the problems it
ig]herited from previous years

y:

New Secretary Manager

The Board initiated a com-
prehensive review of the role
and function of the Chief Ex-
ecutive Offlcer posmon follow-

rentsituation of the
setitup as an efficient, respo
sive student setvice provider.
One issue previously identi-

fied by the Board which Mark

will address is the perceived
inefficiency of two separate ac-
counting systems!

Enterprise Agreement -

In response to previous in-
dustrial relations and morale
problems the Board has
overseen the establishment of
enterprise consultation: be-
tween all staff employed by
the AU Union. While this is
merely one mechanism for in-
creasing staff participation in
he Union, it will allow the free
flow of ideas and feedback,
which should see an end to
industrial disputes which dis-
rupted both staff and the pro-

vision of services to students.:

Functioning of the Board
A major step in improving
student services is improving
the quality of the direction pro-
vided by the Board. This has

* The Union’s annual

lead to a revamped induction
process for Board membersand
a clear definition of what the
Board is there to do. Unfortu-
nately, changes to the struc-
ture of the Board to get greater
stability and experience by hav-
ing staggered terms for Board
members could not be ap-
proved as the referendum ear-

lier this year was not quorate.
Votes cast were quite close.

Review of Policy

Now that the union has a func-
tioning CEQ, the Board will be
able to concentrate more effec-
tively on the strategic direction
and future of the union. If you
have any ideas please speak to
esident or use the sugges-
boxes in the refectogies.
Annual Report

cerns we do not have
everyone, but you ¢

Union Activities Review

Comments on the issues listed
below are requested from any
students or other members. of
the Union. With the impending

- review of the position of Activi- -

ties Officer due to the expiration
of the contract, the Union Board
is currently considering Activi-
ties and how best they should be
structured within the University;

why we-have them, what the
- Union and its student members

want activities to achieve, and
what are the priority goals/ob-

jectives for the Union of the ac- .
tivities it runs.

Comments on the Union Ac-.

tivities .and Union Gallery
*should be in writing, addressed
to Anthony Roediger, Presi-

dent of the Union, and can be
left at Union reception, Lady
Symon Building or atthe SAUA
office. Postal address c/- Ad-
elaide Uni, SA 5005. Please
respond before Tuesday Au-
gust 2nd.

Review Of Sport

The Sports Association and
the Union have successfully ap-

proached the Vice-Chancellor
regarding a review ot sport at

the University. This followed
concerns that the financial and
administrative actions of the
University did not match up to
the stated commitment to sport
and the health of its students
and staff (e.g. unilaterally re-
questing that students through
their student organisations pay
$84 000 to maintain

' It w1ll be im-

ials to meet the concerns
of many students.

In response to these concerns
the Board has initiated:a re-
view of all pricing within Un-
ion Catering to achieve con-
sistency and competitiveness.
This is part of looking at the
whole Catering operation be-

- ingconducted by the new CEO
.of the Union, and should be
.completed by October. Prices

for pay by weight will be con-
sistent throughout the Union.
If you have any concerns about
Union catering please forward

“them to the Chair of the Cater-

ing Committee, ¢/- Union

Admm, Lady Symon Building.

Anthony Roediger
~ Union President




on campus

The bistro is reborn

The bistro has been reborn. It looks
pretty much the same as it used to, it still
has the salad, hot vegetable and bread
bar, which is no bad thing, and the
Arthur Boyds are still hanging, What
has really changed is the menu and the
quality of the food.

The nineties have hit the bistro. While
there may not be foccacia or sundried
anything on the menu, there are now
such hip and happening items as potato
wedges, warm Asian chicken salad and
even laksa. And, as we were to discover,
the food isn’t half bad.

We started with a serve of calamari
and chicken satays to share for entree.
The bistro’s calamari ($6) manages to
avoid the plague that curses much squid:
rubberiness. Instead the half dozen pieces
were tender and enveloped by a nice,
light batter and served with a (definitely
not home-made) tartare sauce. The
chicken satays, all two of them, ($4.50)
were served on a bed of rice with a tasty
peanut and chilli sauce. The sauce was

by no means hot (in the chilli sense, that
is) but was good all the same, and the
chicken was tender.

After an extremely short wait we were
served, by the charming waiting staff,
with our main courses. Along with these
we sampled the delights of the salad and
vegetable bar. Thesalads are pretty much
the same as what you can get in the
refecs, that’s fine, and some were new
and exciting. The hot vegetables on of-
fer the night we were there were broc-
coli, potatoes and carrots: all acceptable
if not amazing, but pretty good consid-
ering they’d been sitting in a bain-marie
for the night.

The hit of the night was the Kakadu
pork ($9.50). Tender, tender pork chops
served in a tangy soy and plum sauce.
Delicious, and naturally not the one I
chose. Don’t you hate it when you have
to sit and watch someone else eat the
best thing on the table? God damn.Thad
the kangaroo ($8), which was an odd
cut of the meat and obviously not the

most tender. It was served with a very
yummy bush chutney, but the fact that it
was a little tough let it down. I should
have chosen the pork. My other com-
panion had the apricot chicken fillet
($7), which, again, could have been a
little more tender, but was served with a
great apricotty sauce. It was all accom-
panied by an extremely satisfactory bot-
tle of the St Hallets Cabernet Merlot:
what a lovely drop.

There were a selection of cakes on
offer, but wehad to pass these up having
eaten to our satisfaction already. And
we did eat with satisfaction. If you are

- currently rejecting the bistro in memory

of its earlier days, then do so no more. If
you are rejecting it in favour of places in
town then reconsider. The bistro is prob-
ably as cheap or cheaper (don’t forget
that you get a 10% discount with stu-
dent card), it’s closer and the food is
fine.

Lorien Kaye

Activities Conference

Student pollies are often sent out on
conferences. What really happens at these
events? Are they just an excuse to go
interstate? Why don’t we ever hear about

‘what they actually achieve? Marian
Clarkin lifts the lid on the National
Activities Conference...

The 21st National Activities Confer-
‘ence of the Australian Association for
Campus Activities was convened by
Griffith University Gold Coast (GUGC)
and held at Ocean Blue Resort, Surfers
Paradise (2-5 July, 1994).

Approximately 100 representatives
from all over Australia attended. I was
fortunate enough to be one of them, as a
result of Union Board agreeing to the
‘proposal of sending a student repre-
sentative.

The Conference consisted of various
speeches, workshops and activities. An
address was given on sponsorship and 1
participated in workshops dealing with
developing volunteers, clubs and socie-
ties, and sports. There were also campus
tours of Bond University (which many
representatives found to be sterile!) and
GUGC, which has a good activities pro-
gramme, despite being a relatively new
campus which is restricted to small
grounds. : :

Also on the agenda was a sports lunch
and a quiz game, to demonstrate differ-
ent types of activities, in addition to
spending hours talking about the subject
of activities and that crucial element of
‘conferences known as networking (i.e.

~getting to know the other representa- -

tives and stealing good ideas from them).
I was able to find out about many

" different types of events, which other
universities have in their activities pro-
‘grammes. As a result of this, I would like
there to be more activities of a sporting
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nature included in ours, and I'm cur-
rently looking into the possibility of
lunchtime volleyball, on the Barr Smith
Lawns. This is on the cards for summer
and prizes would be provided. Other
types of competitions could also be or-
ganised, if they could be played on either
the Barr Smith Lawns or the Maths
Lawns. If you have any suggestions, hurl
them at me, via my pigeonhole in the
SAUA. ;
We should not restrict our sporting
activities to the North Terrace campus.
Events using boats on the Torrens and
go-carts on Montefiore Hill are feasible,
provided that there is support for events
such as these. The University of Newcas-
tle holds an annual go-cart race where
students build their own entries. Judging

“from the video I watched of the race, it is

an enormously popular activity.

‘The closing dinner of the Conference
was held in the Grand Ballroom of the
Gold Coast International Hotel. At the
rear of the room was an inflatable box-
ing ring, a mechanical bucking bull and
sumo wrestling. These are other ideas
which could easily be incorporated into
existing events and were fun to watch, in
addition to participating in.

The people involved in the Conference
were a fun bunch- and so they should be,
as they are responsible for helping other
people to enjoy themselves (if the oppo-
site was true this would obviously indi-
cate incompetence!). On most nights,
after meetings and workshops, we found

ourselves taking in the nightlife of Surf-

ers, such as Jupiter’s Casino, where we
spotted celebs like John Waters, Rex

-Hunt and Don Burke.

Overall, I found the Conference to be
informative and worthwhile. I also man-
aged to squeeze in a few sights, such as

tourist traps like Movieworld (out of my
own pocket), before preparing a report
for Union Board, upon my speedy return
to Adelaide.

Over the next few months, I hope to be
able to implement what I learned from
the National Activities Conference. I am
currently working on another report,
which is more detailed and makes rec-
ommendations to Union staff and stu-
dents, with the objective of improving
activities. I also aim to keep everyone
informed about the latest developments
in the activities scene, so stay tuned! .

The National Activities Conference is
probably one of the most enjoyable con-
ferences. The whole aim is a hedonist’s
ideal: to make uni life more enjoyable.
The most serious matter raised was the
issue of whether alcohol sponsorhip
should be endorsed. It was not surpris-
ing that the answer was yes.

The first event to put what I gained
from the Conference into practice is the
S & M Fancy DressBall, to be held at the
Unibar on the 27th of August. We will be
requiring volunteers to assist in numer-
ous tasks, such as body-painting, hand-
cuffing people, handing out free drinks,
smearing honey on guests - and the list
goes on! If you’re interested, leave your
details on the form in the SAUA.

Adelaide Uni is set to become more
lively over the next few months, as ac-
tivities undergoes a major overhaul, as a
result of the Conference. Better, bigger,
inexpensive, frequent events will con-

tinue the trend we started earlier in the.

year with Prosh. There will be events
that you actually will want to go to.
Believe me, this is the best $1,000 that
the Union has spent on activities this
year. ‘

A vision

Kooringa Co-Housing Permaculture
Village

‘Permaculture design creates the po-
tential for many and varied opportuni-
ties that could be accomplished on the
village site, integrating perennial veg-
etation, energy efficient housing clusters
and productive garden systems. Our vi-
sion incorporates a small farm devel-
oped in association with the village to
create sustainable yields to support the
community and enhance the environ-
ment. Our vision is to pioneer the hous-
ing, land-use, recycling, energy and water
systems to ensure a future for genera-
tions to come ...’

(vision statement - Kooringa Co-Hous-
ing Permaculture Village 1993)

The Kooringa Co-Housing Co-opera-
tive has just been approved by SACHA
after a lot of hard work by a dedicated
group. The group plan to live at a site in
Burra, two hours drive north of Ad-
elaide in an “environmentally friendly”
manner following permaculture princi-
ples and ecopolis building design.

At present, the § acres intended for
housing look like the surrounding land
- just grass. However, the plans for this
area include 23 houses and a commu-
nity centre.

The small farm area has already been
purchased privately and will be run as a
workers’ co-operative. The group have
made ‘swales’ along the contours of the
hill to help retain moisture and have
planted many trees in these. The group
also has an interest in a house in the
main street of Burra where there are
facilities to run permaculture workshops
and courses. The co-operative also plan
to develop a number of other activities
based at the house.

Steve Poole of the Kooringa Co-Hous-
ing Co-operative will be coming to speak
about this exciting and inspiring project
on Tuesday, 2nd August, 1 pm in the
Margaret Murray Room (Level 5, Un-
ion Building) for Friends of the Earth.
Wehopeto see you there. There will also
be a working trip to the Burra site on
27th - 28th August, please contact FoE
through their club pigeonhole if you are
interested.
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Letters

A tempation that's
oh-so-strong

Dear Troy Heywood,

The temptation to call you a complete
loser and leave it at that is very strong.
However, there are probably people out
there who took your letter seriously, so, I
will do the same and answer all the points
you’ve made.

1. There is actually evidence to suggest
that the various Aboriginal communities
on this continent have been present for up
to 100,000 years - 60,000 years is a con-
servative estimate. The importance of land
rights is qualitative; anyway, even if they
were only here for 40,000 or even 20,000
years, the fact remains that colonisation
by the British meant that their life and
culture was almost destroyed in 200 years.
That’s genocide - the destruction of a
people who have sovereign rights to this
land.

2. The theme “think globally, act lo-
cally” is actually fundamental to our sur-
vival. At the least, it is a buge generalisa-
tion to say “like most environmentalists,
the car is the target of their anger because
it represents everything they resent in our
modern society”. Talk to Greenpeace,
Troy! Their concerns range from cars to
rainforest destruction to the illegal and
dangerous activities of the chemical and
war industries to recycling. The car is a
part of the problem - and there are plenty
of ways to make car use much safer envi-
ronmentally. And did you consider that
the problem we have with cow dungis that
we have too many cows and not enough
trees? The beef industry is both unneces-
sarily large and environmentally destruc-
tive - look at Brazil.

3. The Union is there for all students and
subsidises every service in the Union build-
ing. The actual point of VSU is to shut
peopleup - Jeff Kennett is one of its biggest
supporters and you may not be aware that
he has decreed that public servants in

~Victoria are not allowed to criticise the
government in public. Thatappearsto me,
at the very least, to be undemocratic - you
might want to think about that.

4. The special facilities for oppressed
groups are there for a specific reason and
that is to provide a safe space for student
minorities. If short people want a space,
then let them have it! And if you’re wor-
ried about fees, why don’t you lobby the
government to increase funding to univer-
sities? 'm sure they’d listen to an eco-
nomicrationalistlike you! If the safe space
was the only way that minority groups
countered oppression, then I would agree
with you, but as before, you’re making a
huge generalisation. Facilities for women
are simply ome part of the struggle for
liberation - people don’t hide away in
there, they work!

5. Perhaps the most important point to
be made is in response to your criticism of

On Dit. The paper is neither rabid, not -

Marxist, nor feminist (perhaps you’ve

missed out on Marx in your Economics

course) but prints articles from a whole
spectrum of the left wing, which is actu-
ally a very diverse group of people. And

. |

that is what it should do. There is no need
for On Dit to be “impartial” - if you want
the conservative point of view, go get a
copy of The Advertiser. And who pro-
duces the wealth and who is a parasite? I
think you’ve got it the wrong way round,
Troy - how many Kerry Packers or Conrad
Blacks are actually on the assembly line?
On Dit provides a balance to the main-
stream media - any industry that can af-
ford full page ads opposing the Mabo
decision doesn’t need space in a student
newspaper!

I’'m not even going to reply to your abuse
of Kurt Cobain - asusual, it’s a generalisa-
tion and misses the whole point. Univer-
sity is supposed to open your mind, Troy!

Paula De Angelis
Arts

P.S. Read the GATTzilla article again. I
think youw’ll find that it does come out and
say “I hate the US” - US imperialism,
anyway (and if you think there’s no such
thing, talk to a refugee from Latin
America),

They call me Bruce?

Dear Troy Heywood,

Your letter reminded me of the Bruce
Ruxton parody on “Fast Forward”, full
of the unsubstantiated ravings of anigno-
rant, arrogant mind.

Perhaps you’ve had your nose buried in
the Dr John Hewson Bedtime Book of
Economics for too long, but you really
have missed the bus - and more than
once!

Your statement that there is “no new
evidence to suggest that Aborigines have
been here any longer than 40,000 years”
is wrong, and has been wrong for ages.
Anita Butler was right - evidence cur-
rently available suggests the non-Euro-
pean population began moving in more
than 60,000 years ago.

Your attack on the green movement
was similarly misguided. The fact that
you doubt the “existence” of the green-
house effect merely lays the foundation
for the crumbling edifice of misinforma-

tion that you offer as an informed, unbi-

ased opinion. Countless studies in nu-
merous countries have shown again and
again that global temperatures have in-
creased since the Industrial Revolution as
a result of industrial activity. Your state-
ment that the car is resented is true (pos-
sibly the truest comment in your letter)
but the car is rightly hated. What other
machine- uses so much material (most
non-recyclable) for so little reason and so
much pollution?

Your obvious partiality towards the min-
ing industry (a “... sector of our economy
that... produces wealth rather than para-
sitically sucking the lifeblood of our
economy”), especially coupled with your
comments on Greenpeace made mechoke.
Mining s a finite industry which parasiti-
cally sucks the lifeblood of our economy
by reducing our capital base of natural
resources at ‘a. phenomenally sickening
rate. The green movement, while realis-
ing that mined minerals are necessary (in
some areas, and the advent of new mate-
rialsis reducing this need), also points out

the piles of rusting hulks of used cars, old
saucepans...the listgoes on, Even DuPont,
the world’s worst polluter, is taking the
sustainable approach to their industry
(sorry Troy, is sustainable development a
profanity to economic rationalists?)! If
even the staunchest capitalist can see that
the current rate of planet-pillaging can
not possibly continue without adverse
effect on all of us, why can’t you (perhaps
you have had your nose in that book?).

As for your Judge Bollen style attack on
minorities, what do you suggest; a little
rougher than usual handling to shut the
little people up? These groups get facili-
ties because they ask for it (they pay fees
too, they deserve it) and who are you to
refuse them equal access to resources
because they are less in numbers. They
learned the lesson: if you want facilities,
ask the Student Union (that’s why it’s
there, Troy) and if the students didn’t
control it, students (even Economics stu-
dents) could not get access to it. Just
think, Troy, even your anti-Marxist-
Satanist-dickwad group can get facilities
now (stick that up your VSU!). This policy
does not enforce stereotypes; if the mi-
nority groups of nature (e.g. logger head
turtles, giant pandas, etc.) were not pro-
vided with resources, the apathy and
bigotry of ignoramuses like yourself
would ensure the loss of these unique and
special creatures. It’s the same with hu-
mans. Every group has a valuable contri-
bution to make to our society; their be-
liefs, attitudes, ideas and cultures. Even
you have the right to expound your views
to the world at large, but not to the
detriment of any other group (this is the
basis of liberal theory!).

If you are, in future, planning to issue
further generalised encyclicals (with about
the same relevance as the papal docu-
ments), please ensure, for the sake of your
“impartial and objective” conscience, find
out a bit about what you are talking
about before you shoot yourself in the
foot and stick it in your mouth (again)!

And you have the gall to ask, “Where
the hell is reality?”

You truly are a loser, baby.

Dave Probert
Science

P.S.Pm not a Marxist or rabid feminist,

P.P.S. Kurt Cobain was a wank for
toppmg himself, but he made good mu-
sic.

P.P.P.S. Cow burps release more meth-
ane than cow dung, and that’s the con-
cern.

P.P.P.P.S. The USA has a lot to answer
for.

P.P.P.P.P.S. Say “Hi!” to Aunt Mabel.

The last words

Dear Troy Heywood,

At the risk of giving you and your
views some sort of credibility, I must
take you to task over a few of the asser-
tions you made in the last edition of On
Dit.

Sorry to hear you were incensed by
Anita Butler’s column, perhaps econo-
mists (even budding ones) don’t believe
in freedom of expression. Perhaps the
accepted figure for first settlement in
Australia was 40,000 years when you
went to school (and you are showing
your youth there), but due to techno-
logical advances, such figures dochange.

I know people who will tell you that the
earth is only 6,000 years old. Just shows
how wrong you can be. 40,000 or
60,000, both are a lot more than 200.

I can live with you thinking Australia
was first settled 40,000 years ago, how-
ever, when you question the existence of
the greenhouse effect, I get worried.
People like you once said that cigarettes
don’t really cause any health problems.
Your statement that cow dung is a ma-
jor contributor to greenhouse gases
shows your ignorance of modern sci-
ence, or perhaps you know something
that the rest of us don’t (Noble prize
stuff, me thinks). Perhaps you are con-
fused with the methane that cows breathe
out - that is the other end of the cow
from where the dung comes out Troy.
However, youareright about cows caus-
ing a few problems - the politics of beef
is a complex topic.

From the environment, you then turn
your mind to solving the problems of
campus political life. As an economic
rationalist and keen supporter of the
market principle, why did youchoose to
come to university if you are so adverse
to joining the Union? I don’t pretend to
be an economist, but it seems to me that
Adelaide University entry scores indi-
cate that plenty of potential students are
quite happy to pay Union fees. If there
were enough students wanting an alter-
native, surely someone (such as your-
self) should start another university with
VSU. If, as you assert, the majority of
students don’t support the Union, you
stand to make millions. Maybe the State
Bank would give you a loan to get
started. Perhaps I don’t understand the
free market principle.

Youtalk of freedom, well, you are free
to leave whenever you like.

Your suggestion that we should start
mid-lecture animal sacrifices is a good
one, if you are really keen we could start
a club - sponsored entirely by voluntary
membership payment of course - per-
haps we could fence off the Barr Smith
Lawnsand throw a few Christians to the
lions. By charging a viewing fee we
could make enough money to pay for
our education (I am assuming that you
are also a keen believer of the user-pays
principle when it comes to paying for
your own education).

You express anger at what you see as
vested interest groups being excessively
catered for. If the worst thing that this
does is to give you the impression that
they are stereotyped as being inferior,
then so what. It may be news to you, but
you are not the centre of the universe.

The reality of the world is that groups
with vested interests do exist and those
groups will exert whatever influence
they can to further those interests. This
is as true for the OSA as it is for the
CWA.

Letters from mining companies? Well,
perhaps they should write some, the
editors are always complaining for lack
of material. You then use this as a lead
to call mining companies wealth pro-
ducers. Like out of thin air wealth is just
created, maybe there is something magic
in economics after all. And just what is
the lifeblood of our economy that
Greenpeace is sucking up?

And just how could your letter have
been complete without the old drugs

On Dit

rhetoric? Harry Anslinger would be
proud of you. Sure, drugs don’t hurt
you; after taking drugs you can go on to
become president of the USA, or leader
of the Liberal party. Surely, as an eco-
nomic rationalist, you realise that the
potential profits of selling drugs are
great, or are you just so concerned at the
potential damage they might do to soci-
ety that you could never bring yourself
to be party to such an act?

Sean Abel

P.S.Iam very pleased for you that you
are an economic rationalist.

Give us yer milk

money, punk

Dear Mr Roediger,

Thank you for publishing the break-
down list of expenditure from our $256
Union fee in the last edition of O#n Dit.

Unfortunately, there seemsto have been

somekind of mistake. ’mnot,anddon’t

intend being, a post-graduate student, [
don’tcome from overseas and havenever
been to Roseworthy or Waite. I don’t
use any of the Union Buildings, least of
all the Craft Studio and the Gallery, for
any purpose whatsoever and I don’t
need them to be cleaned, maintained or
supplied with electricity and water
(shouldn’t the rent holders pay enough
to cover this? Isn’t that the whole point
of charging rent?). I don’t play any sport
on Union grounds, I don’t need insur-
ance or NUS affiliation and I certainly
don’t appreciate my money being used
to build up a stockpile of capital.

With that in mind, I hope you will
therefore be able to rectify this situation
and refund my $194.96 as speedily as
possibly. I could really do with the
money.

Yours in anticipation,
Roy Flavel

One of our more

intelligent letters

Dear Martin Hope,
Go and fuck yourself - twice.
Yours sincerely,
Dean Kielpinski
2nd Year Arts
P.S. And that goes for you too, Adele
Koh.

And another...

Martin Hope ... according to you, it
seems that everyone who writes in to
“slag off at others™ is a wanker. How-
ever, you then put yourself into this
category by paying the shit out of a list
of people as long as my arm.

So Martin, fuck you, wanker!

Racist, Sexist, Schizo, Psycho,
Skinhead, Grunge Fan,
Engineering

P.S. Troy Heywood - you can fuck off,

too!

Hey music lover

Dear Editors,

Thank Scott Berry for his review of
The Holy Toledos album “Blood” (30th
May), however, I must point out we
don’t support his view of “hire before
you buy” !

We at Sony are totally committed to -

bringing music lovers the best of new
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music. The practice of hiring CDs de-

prives the artist of income and inhibits

the recording company’s ability to in-

vest in new talent. I would suggest a

more positive approach such as encour-
aging radio to play more new music.

Best regards,

Richard Ortner

SA State Manager

- Sony Music

A very puzzled man

Dear Tim, Lorien, David, the student
population ... read on.

Right now I am a very puzzled man.
This letter may quite well be long but
I would appreciate it if you print it,
thanks. As some of your readers’ views
are most welcomely accepted (sic sic
sic).

OK,Ihave been inthelibrary through-
out the extended time to 10.40 pm and
then I mosey on down to the bus stop
and catch the Bus 218A. I have been
using $5.10 multitrip bus tickets for
some time now and the other day I got
a scare whenI wastold that University
students are supposed to be using $7.30
tickets. Now I bought some of these
tickets, three in all, and have been
usingthem at nightcoming home from
Pizza Hut. Anyway, just this once I put
in the $5.10 ticket again, to use them
up and then I was going to proceed
with the regular Uni ticket (i.e. $7.30).
Following? Good. Well ... Igottostop
30 and the bus inspector hopped on.
Now I asked her whether I had an
option of ...

1.  putting proper ticketin machine
(1.and 2. havethe sameconsequences);

2. staying still and seated - hence
dry (as it was raining);

3. getting offthe bus - which to this
day is the cheapest thing in the world.

Option 2. was selected in her interest
as this is the number one money mak-
ing technique in the interest of the
STA.

I hope I am giving enough detail
because this will help you to answer
my question.

So I get a fine - 56 bucks - not much!
Seriously not much but the principle is
the thing with me, buttherereallyisno
principle.

The thing is, I have several options.
Here they are ...

1. write a letter stating that I actu-
ally used a 73¢ instead of a 51¢ ticket.
This may need reiterating. Huge mis-
understanding. Remember this is re-
ally all about 22¢;

2. catch buswithout ticket - do the
unthinkable - mornings and nights for
exactly $56 divided by 51¢, roughly
100 days or 3 months;

3. justpay $56andsobeitand, pay
73¢ from this day on;

4, pay $56, nights 73¢, days 51¢,
which I am currently doing at this
moment in time with the exception of
tonight;

5. pay $56 and continue with the
51¢ stamps, get caught over again and
maybe get a $560 fine. Great! Not!;
6. wait, don’t pay $56 go to court
and find out what the court system is
like;

7. thisis my personal favourite but

sometimes could have a long wait -

walk, get off the bus every time an
inspector gets on;

8. goddamndrive my carinto town
like Kurt Strabl - environmental issues
pertain to this one;

9. ride bike to Uni and not pay the
return ticket home on the train-itis so
easy on the train - for 100 days;

10. ride bike to Uni and ride back
every day for 100 days or more - hard
work, get fit;

11. ride back to University, pay for
ticket on the way back - either me or
my bike or both;

12. write nice letter to STA about
certain environment, service issues, as
I have done before, and the nice people
at STA gave me some $14.60 (wow!
big time!) multitrips;

13. these letters can be about, say,
the kids on the back of the bus that
were actually quite a lot smarter /
intelligent because they got off the bus
probably because they had the wrong
tickets as well (P.S. the bottle-o was
nearby). Should have got drunk with
those 16 year olds, hey!;

14, drivetoBlackwood,forgetabout
everything, never catch a bus again
and use 73¢ on train - or sit in the seat
near the ticket machine when the in-
spector hops on - bang the ticket in
machine;

15. skateboard to Uni;

16, ski to Uni;

17. surf to Uni;

18. run to Uni;

19. skip to Uni;

20. don’t go at all - to Uni - too
bloody stressful, which is another
thing, after doing 4 hours solid study
for the week ahead, assignments fin-
ished up to Friday, I simply don’t need
this shit - nobody does.

Anyway, waiting for the hoards of
reply and editorial opinion. I put my
two bobsin this year hope we get some
valid output.

Thanking you all sincerely,
~ Rob de Jonge
Maths Science

P.S.Thope you get a little giggle from
this as well, thanks. It hopefully gets it
all off my chest. There is more but I
think I’ll do something trippy right

now and go and paint the ping pong
table at 12.57 am at night. Not bad. It
is just that I can’t sleep. Bye guys and
girl.

Anyway, 56 bucks is going to be half
a day’s work next year, '

1.17 am - done, bed.

More on the law
ball

Dear Friend,

I watched from a distance the war of
words over the Law School Ball and am
immodest enough to add my tuppence
worth to the debate (slanging match) now.

Not everyone who attends Law School is
a Born-To-Rule type, destined for Liberal
Party leadership or whatever Mum and
Dad steer them into. But having said that,
the Law School draws its students from a
narrow portion of society. The obvious
reasons are the stringent entry require-
ments, the time it takes to complete the
course and the tradition and connections
within the upper middle class. Law in
(South) Australia is also very conservative
and is heavily dependent on the written
word of precedents, especially long turgid
judgements of omnipotent (in the power
sense) old men, We don’t need Bollen J to
remind us that the law here is Anglo- and
male-centric and is therefore neither ac-
cessible nor appealing to many people.

Craig Pett (On Ditletters, 6/6/94) claimed
that Law Schoo! was now multicultural.
What was the adjective, Craig? I've for-
gotten in my mirth: “incredibly”
multicultural? Sorry, it ain’t, Pve already
pointed that out to Craigata Law lecture,
where 80% of attendance was by 18 - 22
year old Anglos and Celts drawn mostly
from, it seems (one has to take sociologi-
cal licence here), what the partners of
Tory ministers like the dishonourable
Kenneth Clarke call, “upstairs class”.

Asfor the Law Ball, after 5 years at Law
School, I've never attended one. The whole
idea of any ball other than my own (two)
and a soccer ball frightens me because of
my working-class background. I've got
nothing against the Law students enjoying
themselves. They are actually a very nice,
well-behaved lot - but then, as my dad
would say: the rich can afford to be nice.
However, if they want to draw some of the
square-pegs-in-round-hole types like me
to their functions (then again they may
not!), then perhaps the Law School Soci-
ety could make it just a “dance” and drop
the formality of a “ball” with all its pre-
tension and practice for the kind of social
life the upstairs crowd wish to aspire to.

Con O’Neill

Dear George Black,
Please come down to the On Dit office
to discuss the letter you submitted.
David, Tim & Lorien.

% Hot and Cold Drlnks
‘ﬁ(LightSnacks and Full Meals,‘

‘"ﬁ( Restaurant licence

ASK FOR YOUR UNI CARD 94
$1 00 COFFEES or 20% DISCOUNT ON ALL MEALS

224 NORTH TERRACE
OPPOSITE THE
ART GALLERY
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Welcome back to a new semester and
welcome to “ReO”. Now with the ex-
ams over and a bit of a holiday it’s time
to ease back into term time. This year we
have decided to run a re-orientation
program so once again there will be
activities on the lawns (North Terrace).
We will also be distributing information
to other campuses. You will be able to
have a bit of fun, listen to some music
and eat cheap food. The aim is to pro-
vide students with information on some
of the services the SAUA, Union and
University have to offer in terms of
learning and academic and other sup-
port. This is a valuable opportunity if
you feel you are floundering a bit at uni
to seek out information that can help
you.

Aboriginal Programmes

Recently, Aboriginal Programmes have
been experiencing severe problems that
resulted in a lack of support for the
Aboriginal students that study here. I
have been involved in negotiations with
the University, the wider Aboriginal com-
munity and the students to help them
make sure the problems are fixed. For-
tunately the program is now being re-
established and students are being in-
volved. Unlike many other students who
cometo university many Aboriginal stu-
dents experience a unique set of prob-
lems and their needs have to be recog-
nised. In order to ensure the success of
the programme students must be in-
volved in its development.

Childcare

The SAUA has always been concerned
about child care and access for student
parents. Currently child care on campus
is provided by an independent body
who have decided that the occasional/
part-time care wing of their operation
has to close down as fire and safety
standards are not being met. No provi-
sion was made for an alternative. We
have been approached by some people
who were obviously not happy with that
outcome and it is one that the SAUA
refuses to accept. Last Friday at Univer-
sity Council a motion was passed to the
effect that this was not acceptable and
that the University would find a solution
to ensure care is provided. We will he
campaigning hard on this one to make
sure a suitable ground floor location is
found that is not only OK by regulation
but also suitable for young children. 1
understand that the Management Com-
mittee of the Centre will also be investi-
gating further. If you currently use the

facilities, or would like to be able to use*

child care on campus please contact me
and voice your opinions. 4

I have also been working on the Uni-
versity Environment policy and I am
_attending a two day conference ‘with
Anita (with the support of the Univer-
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sity); looking at the never ending saga of
new grievance procedures for students;
expressing concern to the Federal Gov-
ernment about the pro rata HECS
changes and the unfair nature of them;
been involved in a review of Student
Administration; preparing submissions
and being involved in the Quality Audit
process; making suggestions as to the
new University Plan which has now
incorporated the Environment Policy
and value of independent student or-
ganisations and sat on the Library. Tri-
bunal as a student representative
amongst other things.

The SAUA is here to serve students;
make use of what we offer. A flier will be
in your pigeon holes letting you know
what services we provide. If you have a
problem, ask one of the office bearers
and they will be able to assist you.

evp

~ suze
mccourt

Re-Orientation

Welcometo Re-O! This week the SAUA
is putting on a week full of activities and
information sharing for students to get
back into the swing of things for the new
semester. Basically the aims of this week
are two-fold: first, to make the transi-
tion back into Uni life not so dull as it
could be, and secondly to promote a lot
of services and clubs that arearound Uni
and in the community but are not well
known by a lot of people. A programme
of the week is elsewhere in the paper, so
look out for it and the happening things
on the lawns.
Student Services

Youmay alsoseeapamphletthe SAUA
has produced which outlines many of
the University, Union, and SAUA stu-
dent services. The services are set out in
a concise, easy to read format so stick it
on your fridge for the times when you
need some help in the University. The
services outlined range from Health and
Counselling services to student repre-
sentation to the Uni Gym. Any informa-
tion that is not in the services pamphlet
may be found in the Union diary, the
Student Guide (published by the Univer-
sity) or come into the SAUA and we will
head you in the right direction.
Quality Funding

Since the last edition of On Dit I have
been involved in the distribution of
money allocated to the advancement of
‘Teaching and Learning’ from the total
amountawarded to the University in the
Federal Government's Quality Audit (see
previous On Dit editions for details). It
was heartening to see so much effort put
into proposals by many University de-
partments, academics and students. Un-
fortunately, there was notenough money
tospend onall the projects requested, so

not all the projects will be able to be

funded.Iwill give more details when the

allocation of money has been finalised,

$0 you can actively monitor the effec-
tiveness of the money spent. As the
SAUA has input into the process for the
University’s bid for next years Quality
money, we are in a position to ensure
that the money is being used to benefit
students, in the quality of teaching they
receive, at all times. If you have any
comments on this, please let me know.
Rent Assistance Campaign

The. National Union of Students, in
conjunction with numerous Youth
Housing bodies are currently campaign-
ing for AUSTUDY recipients to be enti-
tled to a federal rent assistance, similar
to the assistance that people on Job
Search and pensions receive. We need
some students that are prepared to be
case studies for this project. If you are
trying to live off AUSTUDY and are
finding this very difficult to do (surprise,
surprise!!), and you are willing to be
interviewed by the local media (your
identity can be kept concealed if you
choose) about your financial situation,
please contact me in the SAUA by drop-
ping in, or phone 303 5406. Look out
for a petition and some more informa-
tion in Re-Orientation.
Exams

If you were not happy with your exam
or essay mark, remember you have the
right to a re-mark, and to view your
paper. If you have a complaint or are
being told you are not able to exercise
your rights as a student, contact myself
or Rebecca Shinnick, the SAUA Presi-
dent, and we can liaise with the Univer-
sity on your behalf. If you do not believe
your final mark is a true representation
of the work you did, you may appeal
that mark. Again,contact the SAUA and
we can assist you with this appeals proc-
ess.

acvp

Re-Orientation
A great deal of work has gone into ReO

so please come out and get involved.

Look out for the jumping castle, earth
ball, free beer, food and bands. In addi-
tion there are heaps of clubs and service
groups waiting to be talked to about
their work and the sort of services and
opportunities they can give you - so
check them out. =~
S&M Fancy Dress Ball

This is being planned for a Saturday
night and will be heaps of fun. It's

planned as a dress-up event with a few

novelties thrown in - rather than a hard
corehell-fire club event, but that’s not to
say it won’t raise a few eyebrows
(amongst other things). Helpers for the
event will be in strong demand - so come
in and register your name in the SAUA.
Information Day

- This is the'day for school students and

others looking to enter the University to
come in and check everything out. I'm
helping to co-ordinate entertainment
during the day and hopefully this will be
a big success.

As well as this the University commit-
tee work has been pushing on - and life
has been pretty hectic throughout the
holidays. Please call in if you have any
questions, suggestions or thoughts.

Welcome back! T hope that you all had
great hols. Here’s an update of what’s
been happening while you’ve been away.
NOWSA

I attended the National Network of
Women Students in Australia’s annual
conference. A fun-filled week, as any-
one who was there will tell you.
Security

For those of you who were good enough
to brave the cold and trot around cam-
pus on that dreary evening in May,
congratulations! The walk around was
successful in obtaining $70,000 in addi-
tional lighting.

I have also put in an application for
some of the quality money obtained by
the university via the Quality Audit proc-
ess. The submission was put together
with the co-operation of security man-
ager Ron Roney and seeks to have hard
wired phones placed in strategic loca-
tions around campus, allowing students
24 hour access to the security office
from anywhere and in any given situa-
tion.

National Safety on Campus Week

NUS have organised a National Safety
on Campus Week from the 1st-Sth of
August. In conjunction with this exer-
cise is the Rape and Sexual Assault
Awareness Campaign, which aims to
raise awareness of the instances and
extent of rape and sexual assault. The
campaign asks students, both men and
women, to place a yellow ribbon on a
pin up board for each woman they know
who has either been raped or sexually
assaulted. ‘ '

The campaign acknowledges that sta-
tistically the campaign will be inaccu-
rate but that is not the intention of the
campaign. Whilst we will be referring to
the actual statistics, we will also be
acknowledging that even these are inac-
curate as they only refer to those acts
which are actually reported. Thus the
campaign will simply be a symbolic rep-
resentation of the high incidence of rape
and an opportunity to demonstrate that
this goes largely unreported.
~ Formore details on the campaign, con-
tact me in the SAUA.

Self Defence Classes
‘This week:is your last opportunity to

~sign up for self defence classes. Interest

has beengreat and classes are filling fast,
so get in quick, ' :

O N it



Notice of 1994 Annual SAUA Elections

Election week for the 1994 Annual SAUA Elections shall be:
Monday, 29 August until Friday, 2 September 1994
Nominations open: 9:00am, Thursday 4 August 1994
Nominations close: 4:00pm Friday 12 August 1994

Nomination forms shall be available from and lodged with:

e Students’ Association Office, Level 2, George Murray Building,
Union Complex, North Terrace Campus (9:00am - 5:00pm)

¢ RASCU Office, Union Building, Roseworthy Campus (9:00am -
5:00pm)

e Student Office, Waite Campus (9:00am - 5:00pm)

Any problem contact the Students’ Association office on 303 5404.

NOMINATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE CLOSE OF NOMINA-
TIONS SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Positions available for election are:
President (1 position)

Education Vice-President (1 position)
Activities/Campaigns Vice-President (1 position)
Women's Officer (1 position)
Environment Officer (1 position)
Orientation Co-Ordinator (1 position)

On Dit Editor(s) (1 position)

Student Radio Director(s) (1 position)

General Member of the Students’ Association Council
(8 positions)

General Member of the Education / Services Standing
Committee (6 positions)

General Member of Activities Standing Committee

, (6 positions)
General Member of Women's Standing Committee (4 positions)
National Union of Students Delegate (5 positions)

Only students of the University of Adelaide
may nominate.

Published and authorised by David Moxham, 930424W,
Returning Officer, 13th July, 1994.
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elections

The Adelaide University Union Notice of
1994 Annual Student Elections

Election week for the 1994 Annual Union Elections shall be:
Monday, 29 August, 1994 until Friday, 2 September, 1994
Nominations open: 9:00am, Thursday 4 August 1994
Nominations close: 4:00pm Friday 12 August 1994

Nominations forms shall be available from and lodged with:

e Union Administration, Level 3, Lady Symon Building, North Terrace
Campus (9:00am - 5:00pm)

¢ RASCU Office, Union Building,
Roseworthy Campus (9:00am - 5:00pm)
e Student Office, Waite Campus
(9:00am - 5:00pm)

The positions available for election are:
General Member of Union Board

(18 positions)

General Member of Activities Committee (5 positions)

Candidates shall receive a general guide for the conduct of the elec-
tion, the Union's Election Regulations and Union's Poster Policy upon
lodging a nomination form.

Any problem contact Union Administration by phone on 303 5401.

NOMINATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE CLOSE OF NOMINATIONS
SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED. '

Only students of the University of Adelaide may nominate.

Published and authorised by David Moxham, 930424W, Returning Officer, 20th July, 1994.

Election Poster Competition

The Annual elections this year will have a new twist - there will be
a competition open to all students to design a poster that encourages
students to vote.

Therewill be two categories of award for the competition - a Public
Choice and The Union Gallery Director’s Prize. The Public Choice
Prize will be a T-Shirt from the Craft Studio printed in the design of
the winner’s choice. The winner will be selected by vote - all Union
members who visit the display of entries in the Gallery from August
11 to midday on August 18 will be entitled to vote, and everyone
who votes will have their name placed in a prize draw. (The voting
system will be the same as used in counting Union Board elections).
The Gallery Director’s Prize - to be awarded by The Union Gallery
Director Paul Hewson - is “The Postmodern Survival Kit”, which
Hewson describes as “all the things required to suvive in a world
where notions of truth and reality have collapsed”. After the awards
have been announced the poster display will continue in The Union
Gallery until September 2. ,

Entries for the poster competition close on August 9.

For further information about the competition contact David
Moxham, the Returning Officer, or Paul Hewson in The Union

Gallery.

Show us your Uni
card and get...

1 uu DISCOUNT

On all
Read All About It

stationery
Newsagents to the Myer Centre

and art
supplies
Only at:

"~ Terrace Level

Phone 410 1717 or fax your order to 410 0710
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WELFARE : Py
* Coping with life at University §

A Education | Welfare Officers i:i\\\ '
Lady 8ymon Building, Union Comiplex
Telephone: (08) 303 5915, (08) 303 5430

ADVOCACY/
STUDENT GRIEVANCES
%  President » Education Vice President »
Women's Officer
Students’ Association
George Murray Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5406, (08) 303 5383

A& Education | Welfare Officers
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5915, (08) 303 5430

STUDENT

REPRESENTATION

¥ Students' Association
George Murray Building, Union Complex

- Telephone: (08) 303 5406, (08) 303 5383 .

Owerseas Students’ Association
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5852 e

Postgraduate Students' Association -
* Lady Symon Building, Union, Complex
« Telephone: (08) 303 5898

‘ Roseworthy Student Union
Roseworthy Agricultural College
Telephone: (08) 303 7810, (08) 303 7809

Waite Institute Students’ Association
Waite Institute, Glen Osmond
Telephone: (08) 303 7428

(10.00 am - 2.00 pm) .

HEALTH &

COUNSELLING 0

¢ General practice

» DPersonal issues

¥r  University Health Service
(Bulk billing)
Horace Lamb Building
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5050

¥  Counselling Service
Horace Lamb Building
University of Adelaide
* Telephone: (08) 303 5663

Waite. Telephone: (08)303 7498
Roseworthy, Telphone: (08) 303 7884

Union PMMy
Level 4, Union Building
Telephone: (08) 303 5140

: Ayl

CAREERS AND
COURSE ADVICE
¥ Careers.and Course Advice Centre
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5906

Your facuhy course adulser, Faculty Office

LEARNING SUPPORT %
w Advisory Centre for = - ‘ ;

'University Education (ACUE)
Level 6, Hughes Building, Uni of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5771

% Maths Learning Centre
Lower Court, Hughes Bulldmg
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5862
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% Students’ Association of the University of Adelaide

A Adelaide University Union
¥r University of Adelaide

% Accommodation Boards n
Students' Association
George Murray Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5406, (08) 303 5383

ACCOMMODATION Q

Education [ Welfare Officers
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5401, (08) 303 5131

N 4

¥ © Non-Collegiate Housing
Accommodation Officer
Tony Frangos
Counselling Centre, Horace Lamb Building
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5220

™
(p—
FINANCE ) h
® Austudy i
® Rent Relief [
°* Loans

A Education [ Welfare Office
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5915, (08) 303 5430

¥¢  Student Finance Officer
Tony Frangos
Counselling Centre, Horace Lamb Building
Telephone: (08) 303 5220

EQUAL OPPORTUNlTY
/ SEXUAL HARASSMENT
%  Equal Opportunity Office
Level 6, Wills Building
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5926

A Education [ Welfare Officers
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5915, (08) 303 5430

% Disabilities Liaison Officer
Tony Frangos
Counselling Centre, Horace Lamb Building
Telephone: (08} 303 5220

&

Women's Officer ¢ Education Vice
President

Students’ Association

George Murray Building, Union Complex
Telephone: (08) 303 5406, (08) 303 5383

CHILD CARE
North Terrace
Telephone: (08) 303 5429

Roseworthy
Telephone: (08) 303 7895

STUDENT
RECORDS
* Changing Address
® Academic Transcripts
* Rail Concession Card
¢ HECS Remission Forms

¥ Student Records Office.
Level 5, Wills Building-
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5216

SECURITY
® 24 hours, 7 days a week
* Escort Service
* First Aid

¥ Security Office
Hughes Plaza, University of Adelaide.
Telephone: (08) 303 5990 ‘

RECREATION -
Clubs and Sports Association
Lady Symon Building, Union Complex
Telephone ( 08) 303 5403

Centre for Physical Health (Uni Gym) '
127 Mackinnon Parade, Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 267 2926

COMPUTING NI

A Resource Centre I
Level 3, Union Building
Telephone: (08) 303 3124

%  Apple Consortium
Camtech, University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 5441

% Information Technology Division
Level I, Plaza Building
University of Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 303 3333

Your faculty computing officer
(see your Faculty Office)

LIBRARY
% Barr Smith Library
Telephone: (08) 303 5759

~See your Student Guide
or Union Diary for more information.
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WHENMY BABY SMILES AT ME

RE-ORIENTATION
wW E E K

JULY 25-29
PROGRAMME

* BARR SMITH LAWNS
(Union Cloisters if wet)
Lunchtime 11am-2pm

e (lubs, student services
and other stalls

® Cheap Marcellina’s

pizza (plus pizza eating

* BARR SMITH LAWNS
Lunchtime 11am-2pm

o (Clubs, student services
and other stalls

comp!!)
. ) o Free BBQ
Bal?low up castle & Earth e Debate . Use of Ani.

mals in Laboratories

* W.P.ROGERS ROOM
(behind Uni Bar)

e Japanese anime Club
videos 6-8pm

® Free Beer
¢ Tae Kwon Do display
Band - Which Way

Arts Students ...

do you need some re-orlentatlon with your BA?

¢ Do you know how many points you need at what level to satisfy the
requirements of the BA?

® Are you aware of the various ways you can make those pomts add up?
® Are you unsure about which subjects to choose?

° Are you thinking of applying for Law? ‘

» Would you like to talk over your career and future study of options? -
The faculty of Arts has a Student Adviser located in Room 205A of the Napier
Building who can help you with these questions. Call in any time or write
your name on the door for an appointment. Better still ...

Come to a 50 minute Re-Orientation sessionin Napier 210 atany one of the
following times:-

Monday, 25th Julyat1.10pme Tuesday, 26th Julyat9.10 am e Wednesday,
27th July at 1.10 pm e Thursday, 28th July at 3 15 pm e Frlday, 29th July at
9.10 am.

Please book in for one of these se55|ons by writing your name on the lists
provided outside Room 205A.

July 25

ReQrientation is an old concept with new life this year thanks to the work
of a few dedicated individuals over the mid-year break. ReO aims to ‘Re-
Orientate’ students back into University life for Second Semester in much
the same way as Orientation did at the start of the year.

A problem we find with Orientation is that students receive too much
information too quickly and therefore miss out an lots of important and
useful details. To attempt to rectify this we have invited clubs and other
student groups to participate by setting up tables and providing informa-
tion about themselves to allow all those that missed out on signing up at
the start of the year to do so now. Therefore, give careful thought to
getting involved in the clubs that are out and about during the week -
depending on your interests of course.

In addition, we have invited the University’s Student Service departments
as well as some off campus groups to come out on the lawns and provide
information about the services they provide. Please feel free to approach
anyone and everyone about their area of work -whether you need any help
or not.

And, most importantly, ReO is a big excuse for a week long party! Every
day you'll find free food or beer and bands and activities of every sort. All
eventsarefocused around lunch time - given that lectures will have started,
so make sure you're around each day between 12 and 2. The detailed
program of events follows and there will be handouts available throughout
the week. If there are any problems or queries come into the SAUA office
and we'll see if we can help.

Matt Deaner

* BARR SMITH LAWNS
Lunchtime 12noon-2pm
Prosh Cheque presented to
official Prosh charity -
Streetlink

o Speaker - Streetlink
representative Michael

T

* BARR SMITH LAWNS
Lunchtime 12noon-Zpm

e BBQ - supplied by
Country Students Club

?01[1:1;66 Hot D 6 q o Volleyball - Mixed, 2-a-

e Free Keg : side, $1 entry, prizes to be
- won -

g:zi—biiﬁf)ace (official Band - Absolutely Brill

+ UNION CINEMA * UNION CINEMA

e Red Dwatf Videos e Weird Twisted Films

7.45am-4pm 7.45am-12.30pm &

(continued in North/ 2.30pm-12.00 mldnlght |

South Dining Room 4pm -

10pm)

* BARR SMITH LAWNS
Lunchtime 1pm-2pm

Band - Reckoning

* UNION CINEMA

® Bob Roberts + Videos (Alternatwe Film
Makers Club) 1-7pm

* UNI BAR

Band Night
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Genetic Ethics

The ethics of genetic engineering have become one of the most
contentious debates of the decade. Kathy Kociuba examines some
of the issues involved, and reports on the genetic engineering
being done right here in Adelaide.

few months ago, as part of the

Investigator Special Lecture
Series, four scientists, Dr Graeme
Struthers from the Women’s and
Children’s Hospital, Dr Rory Hope
(Department of Biochemistry) and
Dr Bob Seamark (Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology) from
the University of Adelaide came
together to discuss the basics of
genes, chromosomes, the role of
genes in human development and
new processes in genetic engineer-
ing. Research into the genetics and
biochemistry of every living organ-
ism is now breaking ground at an
exponential rate, and the outcome
of this research will result in vast
changes to humanity’s lifestyle as
well as its understanding of itself.
After the forum I was fortunate to
speak to these scientists about genes,
some of the consequences of ge-
netic manipulation and the type of
genetic research being done here in
Adelaide.

First of all, what is a gene? Your
body is composed of trillions and
trillions of cells inside which are
nuclei, each nucleus contains 46
chromosomes arranged in 23 pairs
(one chromosome of every pair is
inherited from each parent) and

“each chromosomehascoiled strands

of DNA packed into it. Genes are
simply segments of that DNA that
contain a set of instructions which
ultimately determine each individu-
al's biochemical make up. DNA or
deoxyribonucleicacidis along, thin,
chemical molecule made up of four
nucleotides (nucleic acid constitu-
ents) lined up end on end. All ge-
netic information is contained in
the sequence of these four
nucleotides along the DNA mol-
ecule. It must be emphasised that
genes simply provide information;
they do not change themselves. The
information contained in the genes
in used by the body or cell to make
other components, and various

12% Cash Discount

Starts July 25th, Ends August 31st

Visit Unibooks for all your
TEXTBOOKS & Stationery

Support Your Student Union
~and Keep Your Money
On Campus

We are located on campus 50m from Adelaide University
footbridge, off Victoria Drive.

Ph: 2234366 Fax: 2234876

' Looking after your
- Textbook, Professional
and General book needs

UNIBOOKS

“Your Campus
Bookseller

other chemicals in the body trans-
late this information to produce
(for example) proteins. There is ap-
proximately two metres of DNA to
be found in each cell and since we
have trillions of these cells you can
see that there is a lot of potential
genetic information. I say potential
because not all of it has been found
to be useful for anything! In fact
less than 5% has been found to be
part of a gene so the rest has no
known function. No one really
knows why all this junk’ DNA has
accumulated through time without
a mechanism to remove it. One of
the big challenges facing scientists
today involves determining just
what exactly the rest of this ‘junk’
DNA is there for. Some scientists
tend to think that if something is
there then it must have a purpose.

Sowhy do we get genetic diseases?
Well, every time a cell divides the
message encoded in the DNA mol-
ecule must be precisely copied into
two copies, the four copies and
eight etc, etc. However every time
DNA replicates, errors may creep
into the system which accumulate
to produce mutations which might
be transmitted to future genera-
tions. So, if an error occurs in a
sperm or an egg then all of the
cellular offspring will be carrying
the defect associated with the par-
ticular genetic mutation. Dr Rory
Hope emphasised that since these
mutations tend to occur at random,
they are extremely unpredictable.

“..unfortunately most mutations
are harmful rather than beneficial
but it is the odd beneficial one that
enables speciesto evolve and change
with time.”

Dr Hope’s field of expertise cen-
tres on molecular evolution. His
researchteam looks at (among other
things) the structure of genes in
different organisms and their com-
parison, i.e. they determine the se-
quence of nucleotides in a given
gene in a range of different species

to try and piece together just how -

that gene or organism evolved.

Professor Rob Saint from the De-

partment of Biochemistry is in-
volved in the study of genetics of
development His research team is

interested in genes that switch on

and off during the development of
a foetus which ultimately ‘deter-
mine the shape of the liver, limbs,

etc and the factors assoc1ated with
it :
Asthefirstin the world to success-
fully introduce to pig embryos a
growth hormone gene which led to

the production of transgenic pigs,
Dr Bob Seamark’s team at the Uni-
versity of Adelaide gained world
wide recognition for this contribu-
tion to the field of genetic engineer-
ing. Physically, this pig looks no
different from a normal one; how-
ever its advantage is that it pro-
duces far superior meat with a rela-
tively low percentage of fat. The
growth hormone diverts the energy
extracted from foodstuffs that
would have normally gone into fat
to the production of protein. So
another advantage is that the pig
requires only one third on the food
intake of a normal pig which is an
important factor for third world
countries. In 1988 Australia be-
came the first nation in the world to
sell pork from this genetically modi-
fied pig.

Then of course there is that infa-
mous three billion dollar Human
Genome Project, its aim being to
determine the molecular structure
of the whole of the human genetic
material. The way this project works
is that different chromosomes are
farmed out to research institutions
all over the world so that mapping
and localisation of disease genes to
each chromosome will eventually
form a comprehensive genetic link-
age map of the entire human
genome. As part of this project,
scientists in the Department of
Cytogenics and Molecular Genet-
ics at the Adelaide Women’s and
Children’s Hospital are working
onestablishing detailed physical and
genetic maps of chromosome 16.
Genes responsible for various dis-
eases, for example juvenile Batten
disease and familial Mediterranean
fever have been localised to specific
regions in this chromosome and are
now in the process of being cloned.
This feat has been achieved through
collaborative research with labora-
tories in London and Los Alamos. I

- asked Dr Hope if the cost of this

internationally coordinated. initia-
tive could be justified. ‘
“t is one of these difficult sorts of

questions because we don’t really -

know the benefits of it until it’s

finished, but if you can look into
_the future a bit, if we're going to

understand our genetic make up

and whatsort of defects cause things -

like cancer and genetic disease the
obvious thing to do is to determine

‘the structure of our genes. Until
‘we’ve ‘done that we can’t really

start to know the reasons ‘behind

genetic disease, mutation - and all

that sort of thmg

.n -It
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So it seems that the potential of
this Human Genome Project is enor-
mous. The mapping of disease genes
to specific chromosomes will ulti-
mately give scientists a better idea
on how to treat or cure a certain
genetic disorder. In fact, Dr Hope
estimates that the complete human
genome sequence will be known
within ten years, however under-
standing the entire sequence is an-
other matter! In the future then, it
might be possible that an individual
will be defined in terms of a'specific
set of instructions. I asked Dr Hope
if that would eventually change the

comes a main concern. Similarly,
genetic screening can be used on
children so that if there is a prob-
lem, it can be treated early prior to
any irreversible complications and
thus be more effective. I asked Dr
Struthers from the Department of
Medical Genetics at the hospital if
I could easily obtain information
on whether I have a genetic predis-
position to, for example, heart dis-
ease. :
“Increasingly we are recognising
the genetic basis for a particular
predisposition in the sense that we
can identify that particular genetic

way humanity perceives itself,

“I suppose it will change the way
we think of ourselves in a strange
sort of way, although because an
understanding of DNA is yet to
fully penetrate the public domain,
initially I think the main impact
will be on the scientific community
- it might change their way of look-
ing at an organism. However, we
haveto guard against becoming too
technical or chemical in our
thoughts about the human indi-
vidual .. it would be terrible if we
came to think of life as simply a
DNA sequence, I think there’s much
more to an individual .. I hope it
doesn’tchange the way people think
about individuals and their person-
alities.”

Prenatal diagnosis via genetic
screening is widely available in
South Australia and is used at the
Adelaide Women’s and Children’s
Hospital. It is a procedure used to
try and identify genetic errors in a
foetus or to check if an unborn
baby carries a genetic predisposi-
tion towards developing a certain
disorder. Once identified, prevent-
ing progression of that disorder be-

error that has led to someone hav-
ing a heart attack or whatever.
We’re not at the stage of being able
to take people off the street to pop
their blood samples in a super com-
puter that will spit out risk factors
for developing leukaemia, bowel
cancer or senile dementia. We're
not atthis stage yet... the important
thing is to know what your family
history is.”

There are some genetic predispo-
sitions like breast cancer that can’t
be corrected yet, so some women
who have been dtagnosed ashaving
a gene which is connected to this
cancer are faced with the dilemma
of whether to have an immediate
mastectomy even though the can-
cer itself hasn’t developed and pos-
sibly might not. ‘

“The revolution in molecular ge-
netics that we’re experiencing now
does mean that we can potentially
identify whether a woman is at high
risk of developing breast cancer ..

but she must want that informa-

tion, what she does with that infor-
mation is still in her court. One
course of action would be tohave a
mastectomy, to actually remove the

organ in which the cancer

MYSTIFIED BY THE MATHS IN

could develop ... this is
only one course of action

MICROBIOLOGY? .. all options would have
STUMPED BY THE STATS IN to be discussed carefully
PSYCHOLOGY? with the woman involved

but the decision is ulti-

Why not drop in to the Maths Learning
Centre (*downstairs” in the Hughes Plaza)
where there are friendly tutors available
to help you FOR FREE over a cup of
ooﬁee

The drop-in facility is available to all Ad-
elaide Uni students taking any first sub-
ject involving maths or stats, whether it
be in Economics or Astronomy, Agricul-

Y ture or Genetics!

’Open 10am to 4pm daily (Monday 10am

to1pm). Phone 303 5882 for more infor-
mation,
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mately made by the
woman. The important
thing is that any informa-
tion that is obtainable by
the molecular genetic
revolution really belongs
to the person about whom
that information con-
cerns, society should not
dictate what you should

do with it,” explained Dr-

Suthers.
There have been recent
studies done purporting

to have found genetic coding that
may possibly predict things like ho-
mosexuality, alcoholism, even vio-
lence. I asked Dr Suthers just how
close we are to getting hold of this
sort of information,

“I believe that these research re-
portsaretechnically accurate, how-
ever, I have reservations about the
interpretation that is placed on that
biological information. We all have
a fundamental genetic make up ...
but we have also experienced many
other things in our lives, some of
them intra-uterine, for example if
the mother smoked cigarettes, but
evenmore profoundly we have been
exposed to other people, to ideas.
We are notjustgenetic animals. We
are also beings that haveinheriteda
culture and are shaping our culture
immediately around us. It is a long
way from a gene to an alcoholic
and I'd be very wary of attributing
an error in a particular gene to the
end result being alcoholism in a
particular individual.” .

Another important consequence
of the genetic revolution is the issue
of privacy. A report by the US Na-

tional Academyof Sciences last year

found that some health insurance
companies which had gained infor-
mation about certain individuals
from genetic screens used this in-
formation to their detriment. Dr
Suthers voiced his concern about
this, however it must be realised
that insurance companies penalise
certain individuals by extracting
higher premiums comparable to
their risk factors already and in
concept he believes this is not much
different. To individualise premi-
ums based solely on an entire ge-
netic profile is another matter and
he emphasised the need for active
debate between the insurance com-
panies and the genetic, scientific

and lay communities to work out a

proposal that will be the best com-

promise for the various sectors of
the population.

Well, who then decides what re-
search project is and isn’t ethically
correctin this country? Within each
institution there is a local ethics/
safety committee, if the project is
externally funded then that fund-
ing body has its own ethics review
committee that consists of a variety
of experts in different fields who
will review the usefulness of a re-
search proposal in terms of its sci-
entific merit and ethical appropri-
ateness. These review committees
are centrally regulated by the Na-
tional Health and Medical Research
Council which consists of a number
of committees to enforce suitable
standards of ethics and safety in the
research programs. Just how much
the public’s attitude influences the
council’s decision is difficult to say.

Finally, I asked Dr Suthers how
the ability to manipulate genes will

change people’s lives in the future:
“...it is unlikely that there will be

a major impact on how people live
on the basis of genetic manipula-

tion of people...the total number.of

people that have had any form of

gene therapy is very small and it
remains an expensive and experi-
mental procedure...in terms of ac-
tually meeting the needs of indi-
viduals who are unwell it may well
be that conventional pharmaceuti-
cals or changing the environment
will be of more benefit. For exam-
ple there may be some fancy gene
therapy measures that we could use
to treat and potentially cure lung
cancer, it might be more cost effec-
tive to put that money into the
pharmaceutical industry to develop
new drugs to eradicate the lung
cancer. But as a first base it might
be better to reduce the population
of smokers; this is a simple non-
genetic, non-pharmaceutical modal-

/ity that would have a major impact

on the incidence of lung cancer and
improve the quality of life of many
people in the community.”

Dr Seamark’s team at the Univer-
sity of Adelaide got a lot of adverse
publicity on the project involving
genetically modified pigs, I asked
him how the scientific community
should go about changing people’s
attitudes toward genetic engineer-

ing.

“Well essentially I hope people
are becomingincreasingly informed
about this technology...and the ex-
citing prospects it has to offer...once
people become familiar with it then
they’ll be able to ask the right ques-
tions of the breeders and determine
for themselves whether or not these
animals or plants present a risk and
then make decisions on an informed
basis. Jurassic Park scenarios are
ones which you might speculate
about when you’vehada few drinks,
but in reality- there are very good
and fundamental reasons why those
things are never likely to happen.”




D is for dollar,

In response to an article I wrote earlier in the year,
I received some criticism of my questioning of our
whole-hearted acceptance of American cultural he-
gemony. Instead of simply replying to this criticism,
Thave sought to explain here what I mean by “Ameri-
can consumer-capitalist culture,”

American (i.e. US) culture was born out of a rather
unique set of circumstances that sets it apart from
others. Historically this is due to a number of factors,
factorsthat contributed to produce a cultural rhetoric
that appears adaptable, even “radical,” and yet is
essentially very rigid and conservative. America’s
Constitution, its Bill of Rights, and its Declaration of
Independence, are written in the rhetoric of the Ro-
mantics, with the rigidity of the puritans. These two
influences on American culture led to a potent brew
of individualism, one that stresses man’s freedom
from the church and its society, but one that is,
perhaps more importantly, dominated by the idea
that this freedom is a God-given right. America was,
and still is, imaged as the promised land, a land of
ultimate personal freedo new ]erusalem

What is wrong with tha
things. Firstly it isn’t Par
never meant to be - despit
its birth, America witness
being appropriated for ec
independence had more t
than freedom from them
stantly perpetuated that i
sole aim of its founding f
reinforced by the fact that
ment, America was home
ing persecution in Europ
colonialists that US scho
were not the only colonia
merchants were the drivin
ence, and it was the King’s:
avoid. The revolution wa
freedom, if not more so.

Literary figures have helpe
America providing ultima
Thoreau, for example, wro;
manual on the wonders of |
the 1850’s and man’s respojisib
This codswallop about notiegding society, and being
responsible for only yourself has been appropriated
by an interestingly diverse group of ideologues, and
manifests itself in many facets of American life and
culture. The idea of individual freedom was used to
promote such diverse ideas as the benefit of cars vs
public transport, the hippy dropping-out of the six-
ties and seventies, the freedom of choice when it
comes to abortion, as well as the “rights” of the
unborn child, and, of course, the right to bear-arms

 (particularly semi-automatic ones). All rest on the
right of the individual: the freedom to speak, the
freedom not to speak; etc..

The US is the land of the individual’s nghts What

~they have a problem with is the responsibility that
goes with these rights. Namely, the responsibility to
“ensure that in the pursuit of your own personal

freedom you are not depriving others of theirs. This -

- aspect of freedom is almost totally ignored in the
States. For example; in- drm_ng huge gas guzzling
monsters, Americans are depnvmg the world of its
non-renewable natural resources, and through pollu-

tion they create, they are depnvmg people of their

- quality, and indeed potentxal quanuty of life. Don’t

: this’
respect, however, here over-consumption is not sanc-
. tioned ‘so completely by our national cultura,l con- ‘

. get . me wrong, Australia . is guilty as Well,l

sciousness.

~ Luckilyin Austraha we don’t have the same cultural
background as Americans. An Australian Prime Min-

ister can call Australia the “arse end of the world” and
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S is for Satan

sum up what many of our founding fathers felt as they
disembarked in leg-irons. In a healthier, yet not
unproblematic re-enactment of Milton’s Paradise
Lost we set about building ourselves a kingdom, but
unlike Satan (read the US) we didn’t set it above that
of Paradise (read Europe), rather, much like Adam
and Eve we lamented our loss and tried to make the
best of our fall down under. Our “cultural cringe”
saw us being afraid of even claiming an equality with
other countries, let alone putting ourselves above
them.

Yet, despite all attempts by the British and their
Anglo-Saxon lackeys in this country to diminish
Australia’s capabilities in our own eyes, we are rap-
idly gaining confidence. What I ask is that we do not
simply adopt American culture as our own, and lose
what we are beginning to pride ourselves on, our
Australian identity.

American consumer culture has developed to.a high

ensuring your owit e e capitalist
tem itself. The catch is obvi that the currency
this freedom is the dollar, and the rate of exchange
ensures that freedom is always there to be bought if
only you had a little more.

But one might ask: where are the tensions; if every-
thing is so bad, then why don't people revolt? Marx
explamed the reason crudely as “false-conscious-
ness”. People cannot make the connection between
their_freedom and their enslavement. While they

sometimes recognise their enslavement, they tend to "
seethemselves asindividuals who don’t have the same
access to the “American Dream”. What they don’t

recognise is that they are living the American Dream

well and truly and that it is the dream itself that is

flawed. It is hard to accept just how a rhetoric of
freedom can enslave, and harder to formulate an
alternative to this enslavement. Perhapsthe only form
of reaction against the lie, and the contradictions that
enslave the US people is evidenced in their growing
crime rate. In many ways, crime is the ultimate
expressioni of individual rights coupled with a total
disregard of responsibility towards others. I want,
therefore I take, bypassing the capitalist tool, the
almighty, hheratmg, imprisoning, Dollar with a capi-

tal D, the usurper of God’s place. In this post-Marxist

world, could it be that the only revolutionaries are
criminals, or by twist in the same logic; are criminals

* ‘thehigh priests of capltahsm? They certamly werein

the elghtles

- Marc Vickers

.

It should have been easy. It sounded easy
enough: catch the Santa Monica number 3
then the number 42 downtown to Broadway
and Sixth, walk two blocks south to the
Greyhound bus station and catch the bus to
Hayward to meet cousin Leanne. Sure, this
was something that I could handle. LA’s not

'so hard, not so tough ...

Well, I didn’t ever manage to find a Santa
Monica number 3 but I got on the 42 down-
town, struggling with my pack and guitar. I
sat down (eventually), glad to be on the bus,
and looked around. The first thing I noticed
was that I was the only European / white /
Anglo person on the bus apart for one guy
who appeared so stoned that I began to feel
dizzy just looking at him. This, I admit, was
a little disconcerting at first but I thought,
‘Hey! What did I expect? LA is a melting pot,
with my charming accent and my good inten-
tions Ishould be everybody’s favourite within
minutes’.

Itravelled on the bus through East LA. The
shop signs and billboards there are either in
both Spanish and English or in Spanish only,
#hich is novel. The buses there (and in San
Francisco) have great posters in them adver-
tising something called the “Streetfare Jour-
I’, (which I couldn’t find) and showing
ems and photos which, presumably, the
gazine features. The poems were great. I
member one ...

ne man smiles in the dark.

Is it because he can see

In the dark?

r is it because he can

See the dark?

think it was in Spanish originally.

oke to three people on the bus - a black
y who told me that I would be better off up
e back so that I would not be in the way (my
gage was annoying) but that the sticker
Amnesty International) on my guitar case
was cool; a Hispanic woman who gave me,
out my prompting, directions in halting
en English and accented Spanish to the
Greyhound station. Her directions seemed to
contradict the ones given to me by the Camp
organisers but I put that down to my poor
Spanish. I should have had more faith in my
abilities. The third was the stoned white guy.
He was also going to the bus station but he

~ doubted my directions, but no way was I

going to trust him: I’m not that stupid. Yeah,
right.

I get off the bus and walk down Sixth Street
two blocks and look around. No bus station,
10 signs, no depots; nothing. Great. Fine.

L, fortunately, came prepared with a budget

guide to the USA, so I looked up the address

in there: 716 Seventh -Street. It seemed I
should have trusted my campaifiero on the

- bus. AtleastIwas reasonably close. Igrabbed

my stuff and walked to Seventh' Street and
down to 716. Again nothing, This time I was
quite surprised and, you can imagine, frus-
trated and getting worried. I found a phone
book andlooked up the address: 1716 Sev-
enth Street. I was used to getting annoyed by
now and was relieved to see the station was at
least that close.

I was tired and hot and sweaty when the

- station came irito view but I didn’t care - I
- was, at last, there. My ‘ordeal was over, I

thought. AsTapproached the gate in the fence

LA L/

a man came up to me,

“Hi, how y’ doin’?”

“Yeah, OK. How’re you?”

“Good, man. Good. Listen, you wanna do
me a favour? I walk with you and take you to
the station and you give me a dollar so I can
catch the bus into town.” ‘

“OK, I can do that.” (Like I could say ‘no’.)

“You don’t see too many white guys around
here, huh. Jus’ about ever’body here’s black
or Spanish.”

“Yeah, I know.” (Here I chuckle with relief
- glad to have found a friend.)

“Ya know ... those guys down there (he
gestured to a group of about a dozen black
guys at the station gate), they saw you comin’
and they said, ‘Look at that white guy, lessgo
and beat that guy up,” but I says ‘No’ and I
thought I come an’ walk with you so nobody
beat you up but you gotta give me the money
at the gate ‘cause they don’t let me inside
without a ticket but don’t go reachin’ for the
money or nothin’ ‘til we get there, OK?”

“Sure, sure.” (Lucky, I was thinking, that
found this guy.)

We were at the gate now. I was not in a good
position. Loaded down with about 30 kgs of
luggage and in the middle of about a dozen
guys - none were smiling.

“QK, you give me the five dollars and the
door is over there.” (It was, I saw about 100
metres away.)

“Five? You said one.”

“Man, I just save ya ass. I think you owe me
jus’ five dollars for that.”

“Umm, umm.”

“Listen, you give me ten and I give you this
five change.”

Suddenly, I realised that this guy was not
after bus money. I tried pleading. -

“Come on, man, I can’t afford this.”

“Are you trying to cut a deal with me?” His
face, his eyes had changed. I was not in a
position to make a deal.

“Yougo over there to thatshop (a van on the
other side of the street) and get change for me

or you ain’t gonna get through here - not .

without me, you ain’t.”

“OK, but you wait here.”

By now my heart was pounding, my mouth
was dry and was in the worst possible situa-
tion. I had to, I realised, get my wallet out at
the shop which was host to another group
similarly sized to the one near the gate. I was
pretty much fucked, I thought.

I bought a coke for one dollar (way over-

priced but was [ going to argue?) and got the:

change my friend had followed me.:
“Now give me $15 and' you can go.
“Fifteen?!?”

“Man, that guy was gonna 'beat you up!”-~

“OK, but I’ll give it to you at the gate.”

I walked as quickly as I could towards the
gate and, as I passed through, shoved the
change in his hand. “Here’s 19 bucks See ya
later.”

He said something to me but I didn’t here it
Possessed by fear and anguish, I strode past a
security guard (who was chewing gum) and
into the ticketing and departure lounge.

The bus left in half an hour at 6.45 pm. T had
to change at Fresno at 12;30 am and at
Oakland at 7.00 am (“Make sure you check

that your luggage changes with you,” the
 Teller said). I would get to Hayward at 7.45
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am. The fare was $47.05 (including tax). I
could leave at 11 pm and arrive at the same
time but do you think I was going to stay in
LA any longer? Nosir.Ijust wanted to get out
of that goddamn awful place.

On the freeway out of LA I cried. I hated
everything I had seen in the last hour and felt
embarrassed because Ihad been so scared and
so helpless. We were going through Holly-
wood and I did not care. I sniffed, then
sneezed, and a pretty woman in front of me
said, “Bless you”. I thanked her but thought,
“Yeah, right, what does she want?’

Igot offat Fresno to discover that the station
shut at 1 am and I would have to wait outside
until 3.30 am for my connecting bus to
Oakland. I walked out one set of doors. An
old man came up and started,

How y’ doin’?”

“... OK, I guess.”

“Hey, can you do me 4 favour ...”

“No. Bye.” I walked back in the station.

“Hey, wait ...”

Fortunately, I waited with the others on the
other side of the station, which was secured.
One guy came up to me needing to raise
money for a cab to his friend’s place. He
assured me he wasn’t “a bum” but I didn’t
care because by now I only had $1.50 on me
and told him so - and told him why. I didn’t
mind helping him.

I talked to the security guard a little bit. He
was from LA andlooked about 15. He worked
there from midnight to 8 am. Some nights he
worked from 5 pmto 11 pm and then went to
another job at 11.30 pm.

“Far out!”

“Yeah, that’s a lotta work.”

I guess it’s tough to get a piece of the
American dream if you’re part of the East LA
human trash dump.

The bus - well, a bus - came at 4.30 am.
Where my bus went I have no idea. I was

certain that this was not for me but asked the

driver,
“You now change at Stockton,” he said,
scribbling on my ticket.

I was glad I had asked.
My luggage did not come with me. Tired

and strung totally out, I got in-a heated

exchange with the driver, but by now I was
beginning to realise that no one gave a shit so
I left my luggage at Fresno, assured by the
driver it would get to Hayward in the morn-

. ing.

I'sat down nextto a sleeping man who really

-stank. I had left most of my worldly posses-
- sions behind, I had not had more than a few
» hours sleep in the last three days and I did not -
“know where I was going. I cried again. And I

cursed the USA, Greyhound and myself: -

* The change at Stockton was OK. I had my

ticket changed again to go straight to
Hayward. T was an hour late getting there.
My luggage - to my amazement - was waiting
for me. If I ever, ever catch a bus again in

California,lamgoing to check myselfthrough-. -

as luggage. After a short wait, my cousin,

Leanne (formerly from Waikerie, SA) came

waltzing into the terminal. I hugged her and
greeted her.

“Leanne ... listen to your voice!” I had to
exclaim when I heard her accent.

I guess California grows on you.

‘adventures in Los Angeles

Some notes:-
1.1 do not wish to suggest in this article that
African-Americans or Hispanics are to be
avoided when in LA or California or wher-
ever. The security guard at Fresno and the guy
to whom I gave $1.50 were both black, but I
thought that this “description” seemedstrange
in the context of the narrative. Rather, I
would urge any prospective travellers to be
careful where I was not. Walking through
downtown LA after hours is hazardous for
just about anyone. ‘After the ‘Rodney King’
police trials and riots, race tensions are high.
Good intentions and / or bravado do not, I
learned, make one immune to this.
2. Everything in this story is true, apart from
the bit about the security guard - he was not
chewing gum.
3. When in California, never go Greyhound.
Flying is safer, quicker, more comfortable
and not as expensive as one would think.
Damien Spry
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‘Jesus Christ: fact or fiction?

Tim Kleining from the Evangelical Union gives his opinion on the life of Jesus

Jad

of the greatest thinkers of our
Western civilisation have held a
curious belief; that for a period of
33 years, God became a human
being and lived in present day Is-
rael. That this man, whose public
ministry lasted three years and who
never wrote a word, died to some-
how put humanity right with God
and after three days, rose from the
dead. Augustine, Aquinas,
Hildegaard, Gallileo, Luther,
Copernicus, Newton, Pascal,
Kierkegaard, Tolkien, Lewis and
Muggeridge were all convinced that
this man was their personal and
corporate Saviour. Much of the
great art and much of our civilisa-
tion has been dedicated to him.
Practically all humanitarian aid
groups have been started by people
who name themselves after him.
One cannot hope to understand
our society without examining the
life of the man we know as Jesus
Christ.
Itis only in the last 100 or so years
that peoplehave doubted thisman’s

O ver the past 2,000 years, some

‘historical existence. The motives

are perhaps clearer than the schol-
arly basis for doing this. Jesus made
someremarkable claims about him-
self (discussed later) which must be
confronted or ignored. To say that
he never existed is a convenient
way of discrediting them. The ques-
tion of his existence is, however,
vital. Christianity, maybe more than
any other religion, is based on his-
tory. It’s not only a system of ethi-
cal behaviour and not merely a
philosophy. Christianity is
grounded in the founder himself, in
a way Confucianism or Buddhism
isn’t.

It is clear that his followers - the
earliest believers - saw him as noth-
ing less than fully human, fully his-
torical: “We have heard him, we
have seen him with our eyes ... our
hands have touched him.”! The
gospel writer Luke places his birth
in the reign of King Herod, under
Emperor Augustus. The Church
states every week, as it has for cen-
turies, “He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,” the Roman gover-
nor of the time.

Extra biblical sources also attest
to his existence. Tacitus, a Roman
historian of the time and signifi-
cantly, no friend of Christianity,
asserted that Jesus was “executed
in thereign of Tiberius by the Procu-
rator Pontius Pilate”. Pliny and
Suetonius both mention him. The
Jewish historian Josephus mentions
him twice; one statement has possi-
bly been embellished by later scribes,
the other is almost undoubtedly
genuine, Josephus also discusses
John the Baptist, his testimony
agreeing with biblical accounts.
There are also several slanderous

_references to him in the Jewish Tal-

mud, naming him a sorcerer, a ridi-
culer of authority and religious
leader who was executed on the eve
of the Passover. This is powerful
attestation to his existence. People,

as a rule, do not slander myths.
Future historians will still condemn
Adolf Hitler in their retrospectives;
they will not condemn Darth Vader.
If we then acknowledge his exist-
ence, we are still faced with the
question who Jesus was (or is?).
There are basically two different
“non-Christian” camps of thought.
The first, propagated by Barbara
Theiring and others, is that Jesus
was a social revolutionary, men-
tioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls, be-
ing either the Teacher of Right-
eousness or the Teacher of Wicked-
ness (opinions vary) whose teach-
ing was somehow perverted by the
early Christians. By reading the
gospel accounts in a highly alle-
gorical manner, one discovers the
truth of Christianity. It must be
stated that barely a single respected
Old Testament scholar, Christian
or otherwise, supports this view.
Of course academics have been
wrong before, and will be so again.
But for Jesus to be one of the figures
mentioned in the Scrolls involves
ignoring all dating estimates and
moulding the facts to the theory.
The gospels were not written to
conceal knowledge, rather, to make
the truth clear; read the end of
John’s gospel: “he (John) is the
disciple who spoke of these things,
the one who also wrote down them
down; and we know what he said is
true”? or the beginning of Luke’s,
to-divine their intention.
Thesecond view, much more wide-
spread and much more lucid,
presents Jesus as a prophet, a wise
moral teacher, whose teaching was
embellished by Paul of Tarsus, who
made his human message divine
and fabricated his resurrection.
Paul had been an avid persecutor
of early Christians before his road
to Damascus encounter with the
risen Jesus, after which point he
joined the Christians, risking death
countless times in his desire to
spread the “good news”. A con-
temporary analogy would be if
Adolf Hitler, in an instant, turned

from his persecution of the Jews to.
~'become one himself and be the great-

est ever Jewish missionary, writing
Jewish theology of the highest na-
ture. o :

Paul’s teaching did not in any way

conflict with that of Jesus® disci- -

ples. If they had disagreed with

Paul’s teaching, they would have
spoken out against it and immedi-

ately quashed the pernicious ru-

mours, as a new eyewitness will

often turn court-cases on their head,
It wasn’t, then, only Paul who
made such claims about Jesus: that

he was the Son of God, that he died:

to reconcile God with humanity
and that he rose from the dead. It
was all his followers and intimate
friends. Either they had all misun-
derstood Jesus, fabricated a hor-

rendous lie, or been witnesses to the
greatest event in history.

Few deny that he was a great
human being, if not the greatest.
Few deny that he was a great moral
teacher, if not the best. But was he
the Son of God?

The Jews were a monotheistic race:
that is, they believed that God is
one and one alone. In a manner
totally alien to our pluralistic soci-
ety, heretics were persecuted and
blasphemers were stoned to death
(The Life of Brian stoning scene
was quite close to the truth). Into
this culture came aman who said he
was the Son of God, that if they
knew him, they would know the
Father, that he and the Father were
one, and that no one came to the
Father except through him. He
claimed to forgive people’s sins, as
if he was the one who was offended
when the sins were committed. If
you steal five dollars off me, I can
forgive you. If another human be-
ing attempted to forgive you, I
would regard them with either
bemusement or indignation. The
Jews of the time knew what he was
saying: he was killed for it.

It is a curious fact that the greater
and better a person is, the less likely
they are to claim divinity. Stalin
could do so, Mao-Tse Tung could
do so, any of the Roman emperors
could do so. But call Ghandia God
and he would look at you sadly and
pity you. Call Confucius a God and
he would laugh at you. Call Mo-
hammed a God and he would rend
his clothes before chopping your
head off. The better people become,
the further they realise they are
away from perfection. If I called
myself God, you would laugh at
me, and rightly so. Jesus is the only

‘person to claim divinity and be

seriously believed. The only good
human who ever claimed to be God.-

We cannot accept his goodness
and stature as a moral teacher while
rejecting his claims to divinity. We
have only three possibilities: either
he was a fantasy, or someone who
deliberately and successfully mis-

léd humanity - the worst of all liars,

or heis the Son of God. Make your
chaice. He iseither divine, deranged
or a devil. :
“You can shut Him up for a fool,
you can spit at Him and kill Him as
a demon; or you can fall at His feet
and call Him Lord and God. But let
us not come with -any patronising
nonsense about His being a great

~human teacher. He has not left that
_opento me. He did not intend to.”?

Notes \

! The Bible (New International
Version) 1 John 1:!

2 Ibid John 21:24

3 C.S. Lewis Mere Christianity
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The insight of Atwood

Cathy Abell looks at the work of Canadian author Margafet Atwood.

ne of Canada’s foremost writers,

Margaret Atwood, is the author
of eight novels, many books of poetry,
several collections of short fiction and
two works of non-fiction, Born in 1939,
she first achieved critical acclaim in 1967
with The Circle Game, for which she
won the Governor-General’s Award for
Poetry. She has received many other
awards in recognition of her subsequent
writing, and provoked much contro-
versy with the exposition of Canadian
literary tradition afforded in Survival,
herguide to Canadian literature. Adopted
by many as a feminist figurehead,
Atwood’s novels also manifest her vari-
ous literary, cultural and political con-
cerns. She currently lives in Toronto
with the novelist Graeme Gibson and
their daughter Jess.

ATWOOD OMNIBUS: Life Before
Man and Cat’s Eye
Allen and Unwin $24.95 (hardback)

First published in 1979, Life Before
Man deals with the triangular relation-
ship that develops between two women
andaman. Strong, methodical, restrained
and elegant, Elizabeth presents a stark
contrast to Lesje, who lives in perpetual
awe of most other human beings and
feels comfortable only when she escapes
into the fantasy world inhabited solely
by herself and the various dinosaurs she
studies. Both Elizabeth and Lesje work
at the Museum; Lesje in the Upper Cre-
taceous, working with fossils, and Eliza-
beth in the more prominent Special
Projects. The two women know each
other only slightly and on a professional
basis, but, as it is common knowledge
amongst the museum staff, Lesje knows
about the violent suicide of Elizabeth’s
ex-lover and sees the effect that it has
had on her. The final participant in the
triangle is Nate, Elizabeth’s husband,
whose relationship with Elizabeth has
for some time been based on the welfare
of their children. Like Elizabeth, he has
had several lovers, but has always re-
mained subservientto Elizabeth, in com-
parison to whom he judges these lovers,
and whose strength and seeming ability
to surmount any circumstance inspire
his respect.

With the death of her ex-lover Chris,
however, Elizabeth’s immutability is
brought into question. She fe¢ls alien-
ated from the rituals that have formed
the basis of her existence and is no longer
content merely to exercise a subtle con-
trol over Nate’s affairs. Nate, on the
other hand, who has always relied to
some extent on the protection afforded
by Elizabeth’s presence in his life, is now

unable to view Elizabeth as a constant

force and feels. the need to act as a
protector himself. It is here that Lesje
enters the equation, Her obvious vulner-
ability and social awkwardness impress
Nate, who sees a commitment to Lesje as
a'means of establishing his independ-
ence from Elizabeth, In turn, Lesje em-
braqes Nate’s attentions as an antidote
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to the self-involved condescension of her
lover William. The attempts made by
each of the three toreconcile their equivo-
cal desires and notions of responsibility
constitute the basis of this novel.

By adopting a narrative that changes
constantly from the point of view of
Elizabeth to that of Nate and then Lesje,
Atwood is able to present an
intersubjective perspective on all the
events that take place. Because of this,
each character emerges as an individual
whose motivations and concerns are eas-
ily understood and for whom one there-
fore feels great empathy. At no point is
the perspective of one character devel-
oped at the expense of that of another.
Atwood’s ability to produce a work that
is so free of caricatures indicates an
understanding of human nature and an
intelligence that are unprecedented. Each
character emerges as a logical conse-
quence of their history and yet the ac-
tions of these characters are a source of
constant surprise. Atwood avoids an
overstructured plot and the sense of in-
evitability that comes with the approach
of an increasingly obvious resolution,
letting her characters determine their
own hereafter. Above all, what makes
this novel so outstanding is Atwood’s
ability to describe in a single paragraph
human emotionsand outlooks that many

authors struggle to convey in an entire
book.

Cat’s Eye, first published in 1989 and
shortlisted for the Booker Prize of that
year, covers forty years in the life of
Elaine Risley, a Canadian painter of
some renown. When Elaine returns to
her hometown of Toronto for a retro-
spective exhibition of her work, the fa-
miliar but much changed city evokes
many memories, emerging from which is
the impression of a life obviously tainted
by events in the past. Interspersed with
this somewhat mysterious picture of a
woman attempting to exorcise the ghosts
of those long since mislaid is the story of
Elaine’s childhood. From this story the
ghosts re-emerge, but their significance,
although noted, cannot yet be under-
stood.

As the adult Elaine prepares for the
opening of her exhibition and attempts
to come to terms with the reactions of
those around her to herself and her art,
she continually envisages the way in
which her childhood friend, Cordelia,
would respond to her as she is today.
Meanwhile, a young Elaine, just moved
to Toronto and accustomed to the com-
pany only of her mother, father and
younger brother, is discovering the ritu-
als that constitute the lives of most girls
her age. As she struggles in this unfamil-
iar terrain, she is influenced by several
young girls, including Cordelia, whose
superior knowledge of the unspoken rules
of coriduct give them power over Elaine.

Theterrorrousedin Elaine by thesegirls,

with their conventional houses and
churchgoing parents, is tempered with

the passing of time ard; as she comes to

realise the individual traumas that must
have afflicted each of these girls, she
attains a different perspective on the
events of her childhood. Thus, the child
Elaine and the adult Elaine begin to
merge; both are trying to reconcile the
events of the past with their perceptions
of the present. Incorporating her child-
hood influences into her paintings, Elaine
charts the effect that these people have
had on her adult life, and eventually
reaches a point from which she can begin
to comprehend their influences and can
choose to either accept or dismiss them.

The beauty with which Atwood por-
trays Elaine’s childhood, clearly remi-
niscent of that she spent travelling in
Quebec north bush before her father was
given a position at the University of
Toronto, is astounding. Through the
eyes of this young girl, the absurdity of
the social customs and rituals we all take
for granted is revealed. Every small inci-
dent in Elaine’s life combines to create a
sympathetic image of the woman who
emerges, and it is in such small, often
seemingly banal occurrences that the
significance of this book lies. By reveal-

MARGARET ATWOOD

L O OMS B URY

ing everyday life in its surprising rich-
ness, Atwood once again demonstrates
her remarkable understanding of hu-
mankind.

The Robber Bride ‘
Allen and Unwin $34.95 (hardback)

Atwood’s most recent novel, The Rob-
ber Bride, is concerned with the lives of
three very different women who have all
been the subject of their contemporary’s

ruthless malevolence. When they hear of

Zenia’s death, Roz, Charis and Tony
attend her funeral with a feeling of relief.
However, Zenia returns from the dead,
walking nonchalantly into the restau-

rant at which they are sharing lunch. .

Thus begins a new confrontation, one in
which Roz, Charis-and Tony are deter-
mined that their past experiences should
help ‘them avoid Zenia’s spell and sal-
vage something of themselves from the

Life Before Man - Cat’s Eye -

bitterness and confusion of the past.
There is no guarantee, however, that
their combined knowledge will prove
adequate armour against Zenia’s ability
to find and exploit the weaknesses of
those around her.

As the three try to determine Zenia’s
motives for faking her own death and
attempt to discover what she wants this
time, the past events that have estab-
lished Zenia as such a significant force in
their lives begin to emerge. Inanarrative
similar to that of Life Before Man, the
individual preoccupations of each char-
acter are revealed, and bit by bit the
present is brought into phase with the
past. Tony, tiny, mouselike and intellec-
tual, has a fierce interest in wars and
battle strategies and seeks solace in the
mysterious power that words assume
when they are pronounced backwards.
She has known Zenia since she began
university and has pitted her depend-
ability and earnestness against Zenia’s
beauty and manipulativeness. Charis,
never one to let reality disturb her inter-
nal order of things, has always chosen to
believe the best of those around her and

MARGARET ATWOOD

has become one of Zenia’s unwitting
victims due to her gullibility and eager-

ness to please. Roz, wealthy and cum-
bersome, has been exploited by Zenia

because of her belief in second chances

‘and her desire to be fair.

Atwood once again employs incidents
from her characters' pasts in order to
present a comprehensive emotional his-

tory of each person. Avoiding the po--
lemical, she integrates her personal con-

cerns into the novel, charting the reac-
tions of each of the women to the devel-

‘oping feminist movement and the politi-

cal tensions in Quebec, The desires and
fears of her characters feflect those of the

-reader and force one to realise the threat

posed by the individual fantasies and
delusions on which Zenia. preys. The

‘Robber Bride is a superbly constructed

novel, whose complexity revealsa wealth

of different emotions and perspectives
‘which are a tribute to Atwood’s insight,
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Hollywood Loaf

If You're Talking To Me, Your Career Must Be In Trouble
Joe Queenan, Pan Macmillan, $14.95

Hooray for Hollywood thisbook ain't.
Satirist Joe Queenan uses this compila-
tion of magazinearticles to take a casual
swipe at Tinseltown and all the schmaltz
and schlock therein. He writes not of
the Hollywood that produced Citizen
Kane and Network, but the Hollywood
that gave birth to monstrosities such as
the Die Hard films and the career of
Lou Diamond Phillips.

Queenan himself comes across as a
twisted fellow; acerbic, sardonic, with
a wit so ferocious it bites. Ouch!
Queenan saves the full force of his
vitriol for his examination of Barbra
Streisand’s career, in an article sugges-
tively titled “Sacred Cow™:

“I had seriously questioned the cul-
tural and economic savvy of the direc-
tor and screenwriter of Nuts, accusing
them of gross ignorance of the econom-
ics of the prostitution business. My
basis for this accusation was the fact
that they had cast Streisand as a $500-
a-night call girl “capable of taking your
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body to heaven and sending your mind
south”. I had had personal experience
with this subject, having had my body
sent to heaven and my mind sent south
on several occasions, and had also in-
terviewed friends who had had their
bodies sent to heaven and their minds
sent south. All parties agreed that $500
was a bit steep for a call girl answering
the general physical description of
Barbra Streisand, that $85-a-night was
more in the general price range. Room
included.”

Queenan obviously learned the craft
of semi-journalistic writing from the
same school as P.J.O’Rourke. If one
was to give ol’ P.J. a high distinction,
Queenan would probably scrapein with
a lowish credit. That’s not to say If
You're Talking To Me... is without its
share of laughs. The laughs are there
alright, but they are interspersed with
sections that pall embarrassingly (par-
ticularly in the badly flawed “Mickey
Rourke for a Day”). Occasionally

Queenan’s remarks come across with
an irritating predictability. This is not
the case when he refers to the talents (or
supposed talents) of Dianne Keaton,
Mickey Rourke, Lou Diamond Phillips
and Keifer Sutherland. Queenan’s sav-
agery seemingly knows no bounds, and
it will be nothing short of a miracle if he
doesn’t spend the rest of his life fighting
defamation actions in court. It was
Queenan’s reputation as a mud-slinger
that gave him the title of his book: the
only starsthat would speak to him were
those whose careers had hit the skids so
badly they needed any publicity they
could rustle up.

It’s not that hard to see why. The
articles in the book bear the traces of
the kind of trashy, sensationalistic jour-
nalism of the magazines for which they
were originally written. Some of the
pieces are now hopelessly out of date,
and the remarks made about River Phoe-
nix are frankly tasteless.

In other articles, Queenan stops trying
to be funny and sets about the business
of providing a serious analysis of cer-
tain films. His thoughts are often very
interesting, and his examination of the
iconography used in Alfred Hitchcock
films is serious and thought-provoking.
The pieces on the films of Woody Allen
are in a similar vein. I sense that under-

neath Queenan’s callous, flippant exte-
rior, there lies the heart of a real film
theorist just waiting to burst out and be
recognised. I would like to read more of
the serious analysis and less of the so-so
satire. Ultimately Queenan has copped
out: he has produced a Die Hard when
the potential for a Citizen Kane is evi-
dently there.

David Mills

These lips were made for walking

Read My Lips, Various Artists, Our Union Gallery.

Those who go up to the Gallery for their
daily fix of caffeine this week are in for a
treat. A bunch of Melbournian artistes
have invaded our humble harbour of har-
mony with some of the best work my
jaded eyes have seen in the longest time.
Read My Lips consists of 14 artists’ di-
verse responses to an exploration of lan-
guage. This exhibition reflects the post-
modernist concern with the symbolism of
language which is all the rage at the
moment in the art world. This current
trend may only interest a few, but do not
let it turn you away from seeing the exhi-
bition because the works are only tenu-
ously thematic, and stand proudly inde-
pendent.

Out of the 34 works the following, in no
particular order, stood out:

* Damiano Bertolli provided four col-
lages for the exhibition entitled
"Strappease: Rings of Ion". Number 2
conjures up an image of a Marlowe case
in sleazy 40s L.A. The pure cerebral fuck
of raw jazz seems to drip from the gaudy
wallpaper. Two beautiful, sinister women
stand with their backs to some poor joe
sprawled dead on the ground. Meanwhile
scenes from Africa, Asia, America, the
mindare ]uxtaposed andare seen through
the arched windows that frame the two
indifferent murderers. Number 4 is one of
my personal faves. It is a very small col-
lage that has been inconveniently hung
about 2 inches from the ground, therefore
forcing your drunk, arthritic art corre-
spondent down to the floor. However the

annoyance thatis experienced on thejour-

ney down soon dissipates when you dis-
cover the Dali/Kahloesque piece. Itis made

up of a Victorian portrait of a woman
with a large blue eye instead of a head, as
well as a bunch of chicken eggs instead of
a stomach. Pretty freaky Surrealism.

¢ Kate Benyon’s "Characters" is an in-
stallation that demands to be noticed. Itis
a felt alphabet connected to the wall and
sums up the whole exhibition’s emphasis
on language. In addition there are fluffy
felt floating floaty things hanging from
the ceiling. This use of the air is nicely
contrasted by Wai-Ling Lai’s use of the
ground in "Supermarket Calligraphy", in
which lentils have been neatly laid and
symbols moulded by clay have been placed
on top. Not quite sure what it all meant,
butit tasted good and it was good for me.
* Susan Fereday contributed .a series of
doorknobs, all labelled with titles like
‘Organic’, ‘Dreaming’, ‘Spiritual’, ‘Mate-
rialist’. They are door knobs without a
door, therefore lead to nowhere; the words
hint at direction but are empty, meaning-
less symbols of the unobtainable, Heavy?
Or glib? I can’t decide, but I like ‘em.

* Anna Nervegna’s "Signature (Picasso/
Monet/ Cezanne)" are simply three spray

painted copies of the famous artists” sig- -

natures. They boom out at the viewer like
glaring neon, saying the name is more
important than the work, so fuck off you
narrow minded lovers of sanitized old art.
The works are reminiscent of one of the
more poignant examples of Dada anti-art
by Picabia in his "L’oeil Cacodylate" in
which he got all his artistic and literary
chums to sign their names on a large
canvas.

* Laszlo Romer’s "Tongue Tied Yet
Lucid" intrigued me. I hated it at first; its

canvas seemed to be tortured by washes
and drips of paint. However the triumph
of this work is in its complexity, it is so
confusingly busy that it takes a prolonged
viewing for the aptness of the title to
gradually emerge. Lucidity does indeed
spring out in this clever piece, because
calligraphy, the raunchy version of lan-
guage symbols, stands erect in a sea of
incomprehensibility.
» Polexeni Papapetrou’s "E.L.V.L.S,I Love
You" is three large photos with my fa-
vourite tat-arsed, burger-eating icon.
Graffitied declarations of love are given
to the modern jump-suited Lazarus.
o I loved Werner Hammerstingl’s "The
Difference Between Art and Craft". It is
two welcome mats, one is on the ground,
the other is on the wall adorned by a gold
frame; therefore transforming a simple
product of craft into a masterpiece that
belongs to the heady realm of art. Simply
profound. Profoundly simple. What is
art? Art? Art? Art? What is language?
What is the language of art? Blah! Blah!
Blah! Who gives a fuck anyway?
Good stuff!
o Mike Hepburn

Free Piss!

An important message brought to you
by your friendly arts correspondent: need
1 spell this out to you, yes I think I do -
F-R-E-E P-I-S-S. All you need do is go
up to YOUR Gallery every third Wednes-
day at 6.00. I will give details of the next
opening in the next exciting installment
of On Dit.

On Dit



3 hours of Kevin

Wyatt Earp, Academy Cinema

This movie bored me to tears - literally.
Previously I had considered the role of On
Dit Film Editor pretty plum, but in the
dark of the Academy that horrid Wednes-
day night I had to face the hard truth
about the responsibilities of the job. I felt
that it was my duty to stay ‘til the bitter
end of this 3hr 10 min monster, justin case
it suddenly improved. It didn’t.

Bitch No. 1:

Why did Kevin Costner make a film
about Wyatt Earp? It has already been
done more than adequately by Tomb-
stone, and for a ruthless, moody bastard
like Wyatt, once is enough. He’s unfeeling

and cruel to his family, disrespectful to -

women, unnecessarily vicious and a hypo-
crite to boot. I wouldn’t throw him a
floatie if he was drowning, let alone give
him 3 hours and 10 minutes of my time.
Speaking of which...

Bitch No. 2:

It is tedious. That a hardened film critic
like me should have been reduced to tears
(OK, it was one tear, but it felt like blood)
is testament to its monumental dullness.

There is something awfully wrong with
the script - you are dragged painfully from
one uninteresting scene to another, and
you just don’t care, you just want to go
home. Wyatt Earp was originally con-
ceived for TV, and that would’ve been
great with the ads to liven it up a little.

A scanty knowledge of Wyatt’s life is
disastrous, because every time a new loca-
tion is written on the screen your heart
sinks when it’s not Tombstone, Arizona,
the site of the supposed climax of Wyatt’s
life. Tip: when you get to Tombstone,
don’t let your guard down - it ain’t over,
then ole Wyatt hunts down and kills every
member of possibly the largest family the
Wild West ever knew.

Bitch No. 3:

Wyatt Earp is Republican Party propa-
ganda, and completely unconvincing at
that. Wyatt rambles about family values
atgreat length (before cheating on his wife
and mistreating his sisters-in-law), and
Gene Hackman spouts the tritest dialogue
of all time - there being nothing stronger
than blood. And blood you want - Kevin

Costner’s, splattered all over the cinema.
Wyatt is also a “strongman” who

pistolwhips people from behind and pumps

20 bullets into corpses in the name of

law’n’order. If he represents American

justice then ’'m with O].

Bitch No. 4:

The ad misrepresents the movie. It has
been presented as an epic romance - hey,
it’s an epic all right, but almost all of the
Love Interest’s dialogue is in the ad. She

(]oanna Gomg) has a very small role -
don’t believe the hype. And what about
her promise “I won’t die on you”. Yeah,
sure honey. It would be kinder on the
audience if you contracted typhoid and
wiped out the whole cast.

Bitch No. 5:

Kevin Costner. I used to defend him but
never again. He’s a self-righteous, po-
faced git and he’s getting fat.

Jocelyn Fredericks

The chips are down

Blue Chips, Greater Union 5

What made me want to see this film
originally wasthe urge tofind out whether
Shaquille O’Neal, NBA basketball leg-
end in real life, and college recruit Neon
Bordeaux in Blue Chips, could actually
act, or whether he would join the long list
of non-actor celebrities who flopped abys-
mally on the big screen (did someone say
Elle?). The answer after seeing the movie
is“I'mnotsure”, because the Shagdoesn’t
have to act to play his role: he is cast as a
young basketball player with unlimited
physical ability, great potential and some
very raw basketball skills. It is coach Pete
Bell’s (Nick Nolte) job to develop these
skills when Shaq agrees to join Bell’s
Western University team.

Nolte, as the coach, is a fairly two-
dimensional character: when not ranting
and screaming at his players or the ref-
erees, he is involved in soliloquies about
the morality of his recruiting efforts while

drinking whiskey, or he is trying to crack
onto his ex-wife. Occasionally, the script
allows him to show the other sides of
college coaching, such as the father figure
that the coach must be to his/her young
players, the administrative aspect and
having to deal with the alumni who sup-
port and in return expect some control
over the college athletics program. But
one feels that more could have been done
with such a talented actor in this role.
The plot deals with a dilemma many US
college coaches must deal with yearly:

that of trying to obtain top level recruits.

for their team, many of whom know how
much they are worth to a program and
the bargaining power they have, while at
the same time trying to adhere to the strict
NCAA (National College Athletics Asso-
ciation) regulations, which forbid pay-
ments of any kind to a player or his/her
relatives as an inducement to that player

to join the college. Pete Bell has been
enormously successful at Western Uni-
versity until now, but the previous season
was his first losing season ever, and the
media, the alumni and his own athletics
director (played by ex-NBA legend Bob
Cousy) combine to put enormous pres-
sure on him to recruit players who will
bring the team success. The athletes tar-
geted are (Shaq’s NBA team-mate)
Anfernee Hardaway, who plays the inse-
cure but enormously talented Butch
McRae, and Indiana high school star
Ricky Roe. Both turn out to have their
price, and this becomes the central plot of
the movie. ,
O’Neal’s role, by comparison, is a fairly
minor one, as he completes the trio of
basketball players targeted by Western
Uni, after Bell is tipped off about him by
a friend. He presents Bell with a different.
problem: he must pass his SAT (college
entrance exam) to be eligible to play, but
as it turns out, his poor previous scores
are due to his belief that the SAT is
culturally biased, and unfortunately this
potential plot is not explored further,
Mary O’Donnell plays Nick Nolte’s ex-

wife and acts as both the support and
conscience of the coach, as she alterna-
tively encourages him after his losing
season and questions him and his ethics
as he attempts to recruit the new players.
Again, her character is not developed
nearly as much as it could be, and she
ends up being more of a method to de-
velop Bell’s character than an independ-
ent character of her own.

There are dozens of past and current
basketball players in Blue Chips, some
more props than anything (e.g. Bobby
Hurley and Calbert Cheaney as oppo-
nents of Western Uni), some with major
roles (Bob Cousy and the NBA stars
mentioned above), and there is a tongue-
in-cheek appearance by ex utter-legend
of the Boston Celtics, Larry Bird, when -
Bell goes to Indiana to recruit Ricky Roe.
All in all, and as you've probably gath-
ered by now, thisis nota movie for people
who aren’t interested in basketball. On
the other hand, if you’re the type that
wears your Orlando Magic cap back-
wards and searches the Myer centre shops
for NBA singlets, then you can’t afford to
miss this. o
Florian Minzlaff

"The Ace of Fluff

Maverick, Academy Cinemas

Richard Donner (director) teams up with
Mel Gibson starring as a character who
can be described, in essence, as an endear-
ing smart-arse. The movie could be de-
scribed as' a lightweight action-comedy
‘with a bit of romance. Sound like Lethal

Weapon (1,2 or 3)? Itis,and they makeno’

apologles for it. In fact they play on it
quite blatantly with a cameo appeararnce
by Danny Glover.

Take Martin Riggs out of the LAPD and
stick him in period costume in the ‘wild
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west’ and you have Maverick. And it
would be trite to criticise it on that basis
alone. The Lethal Weapon series has been
very successful for Donner and Gibson,
and if they adhere to the tenet of “Ifitain’t
broke, don’t fix it” you can hardly blame
them.

Bret Maverick (Gibson) is a card player
trying to secure his place in a poker cham-
pionship. He must first raise the $25 000
entrance fee, then outsmart and outluck
the bad guys in the game itself.

Jodie Foster plays Maverick’s love inter-
est and obviously enjoys the role as the
vampish and thoroughly unscrupulous
Annabelle Bransford.

It can’t be denied that Maverick is fluff,

~ butit’sentertaining, attractive fluff, which

excuses a great deal. And it’s fluff with
cool stars. Foster, as always, is just too
damn cool, and James Garner, Graham
Greene (remember Kicking Bird in Dances

With Wolves? The tatunka bloke?) and

James Coburn provide plenty of by-the-
way kind of entertainment. And of course,
Gibson spends a great deal of time with-
out his shirt on, and you have to be happy‘
about that.

The surprise twists at the ending are e fun
- take along that irritating know-it-all

who always predlcts the ending down to
the last detail. This is the one they won’t
guess.

Okay, there aren’t many belly laughs,
but there’s a steady supply of giggles, and
like I said, Mel Gibson keeps taking hls' '
shirt off.

Kim Evans




film/theatre
Truly, madly, Depply

What's Eating Gilbert Grape?, Wallis Cinemas

Well who knows what’s eating him.
Juliette Lewis for one and with the
character she plays in this film that
would be enough to piss anyone off. I
hope for her sake that her character
Becky was supposed to be annoying to
the point of inciting violence, other-
wise it’s actually Lewis who is so irri-
tating.

Anyway. What’s Eating Gilbert
Grapes is a quirky little film, but kind
of self-consciously quirky which can
grate on the nerves a bit. Johnny Depp
plays Gilbert, a troubled youth living
in Endora, a tiny town in Iowa. He
doesn’t have a lot to do, and he hangs
around being moody. He lives with his
family, who, like most families, can-
not be described as the average Ameri-
can apple-pie nuclear unit. His father
is dead, his mother hasn’t moved from
the house in years becasue of her ex-
traordinary weight, his elder sister has
taken on her mother’s role and his
younger brother is mentally challenged.
He also has a younger sister who is the

least unusual of the bunch.

The film doesn’t have a particularly
extraordinary plot; climaxes in the
movie are such day-to-day excitments
as a birthday party, or the opening of
a new fast-food
franchise. The
small-town life pro-
videsa background
for Gilbert’s ver-
sion of arite-of-pas-
sage: meeting
Becky. This meet-
ing somehow inten-
sifies the dull plod-
ding of Gilbert’slife
as his brother
blindly causes trou-
ble, his mother’s
weight damagesthe
family home, his
affair with a mar-
ried woman drifts
nowhere,

Unfortunately the
film drifted no-

where too. That said, though, there is
plenty to like and parts of it came to
mind as I wandered through my life
for the next few days after seeing it.
The direction by Lasse Hallstrom
(My Life as a Dog) is excellent. Where
there is the potential both for disre-
spect and oversentimentalisation of
the characters, he manages to avoid
both and instead create reason for
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empathy. In a scene where Momma
goes out into the town in the first time
for years, the audience feels the hu-
miliation she experiences rather than
sharing the scorn of the townspeople.
The delicate issue is handled well.
Also worthy of high praise is
Leonardo DiCaprio, who plays Arnie,
Gilbert’s brother. This is one of the
best pieces of convincing character
actingyou’ll ever see.
He delivers an au-
thentic performance,
almost making you
wonder how they
could get someone
with such a low men-
tal age to act so well.
I can’t tell you
whether ornotto see
this film, since Ican’t
really decide
whether I liked it.
Hmmm. I don’t
know. Definitely get
it on video, but pay-
ing money for the
big-screen is a toss-
up.
Carly Donelly

Alive and kicking

West Side Story, Festival Theatre, season closed

This production of West Side Story is
very faithful to the original. The set char-
acterises the urban desolation of the con-
crete jungle that is 1950s New York; the
music, just as Leonard Bernstein would
have wanted it, conveys superbly the emo-
tions of the story and the choreography is
true to Jerome Robbins’ original spec-
tacular steps. This is not to say that West
Side Story is old fashioned or outdated;
rather that it depicts well the America of
this time and it is as exciting and unique
now as when it first premiered.

Based around the much used, yet ever
popular Romeo and Juliet style love story,
WSS is set on the gang turf of the Ameri-
can Jets, which is under threat from the
Puerto Rican Sharks. At the school dance,
where the ‘Americans’ and Puerto Ricans
try and outdo each other with flamboyant
dance steps, the star-crossed lovers Maria
(Marina Prior with a’slightly overdone
latin accent) and Tony (Sean McDermott)
meet and naturally fall in lurve. There is of
course a problem: Maria is Puerto Rican
and Tony American, and such cross-cul-
tural affairs of the heart are destined for
trouble. After a secret rendezvous, the
lovers part, for Tony must attend a rum-
ble, which Maria convinces him to break
up; yet alas tempers flare, emotions get
out of hand, and when Bernado, Maria’s
brother kills Riff, leader of the Jets and
Tony’s best friend, Tony is so incensed
that he then kills Bernado. Both gangs flee,

.with Tony going to confess his action to

Maria, she forgives him, they make love
and again part, with plans to meet and run
away together. The Sharks want revenge
for the death of their leader and find
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Maria and Tony on the verge of flight.
Again tempers flare and Tony is killed by
Maria’s betrothed. Unlike Romeo and
Juliet, Maria does not kill herself, making
this tale even more tragic, as the lovers are
not reunited and she is left to grieve over
what could have been.

With such action and emotion, WSS isa
brilliantly ‘alive’ musical, and equal por-
tions of singing, dancing and acting make
the performers, out of necessity, extremely
talented. Prior and McDermott were both
fantastic in their lead roles; their singing
was strong, and their duo “Tonight’ was
particularly moving. Numerous songs in-
volving the whole cast were spectacular
and the grand dance sequences came off
well-as these were accomplished dancers,
with the Latin-American dances being es-
pecially flamboyant.

As far as the supporting cast goes,
Caroline O’Conner in the role of Anita,
Maria’ssister-in-law, really stole the show.
She was brashand saucy and herrendition

of ‘America’ was exciting and energetic.

WSS is a great musical, and I'm tempted
to say, even something for non-musical
fans as the music is so well-known and it
is theatre, not just song and dance. A
revival of WSS has been a long time com-
ing, and this performance really does such
a grand musical justice, proving it to be

relevant and entertaining even in this age:

of billion dollar dinosaurs.

West Side Story was playing at the Festi-
val Theatre until July 23rd. But you’ve
missed out; so you’ll just have to take my
word for it.

' Nikki Anderson

Crazy guy

The Adolf Hitler Show, The Procenium, season closed

The Adolf Hitler Show was showing
at the Procenium, It is described as a
“pub theatre” show and it does very
well inside this genre.

The show is researched, written, pro-
duced and directed by Brian
McDermott (Adolf Hitler apparently
appears by kind permission of Mel
Brooks). McDermott, well-known in
Britain for his appearances in theatre,
movies and BBC productions also stars
in the production as its sole cast mem-
ber.

The play is based on the life of Adolf
Hitler, and more specifially explores
his ill-fated relationship with his niece
Geli. McDermott says he chose Hitler
as his topic so as to open up for debate
what he saw as the taboo subject of
Hitler as a personality.

The show assumes two different fo-
rums. The first forum is dramatic - that
almost Shakesperean style of acting
portraying Hitler as a character in angst
over his love for his niece. The second
forum is a lot more casual - nearer to
stand-up comedy where McDermott
as himself describes playing Hitler in
the making of the show. As the play
develops, McDermott and the charac-
ter of Hitler become closer and more
intertwined until McDermott as him-
self becomes almost possessed or taken
over by the character of Hitler. The
only way to describe it is like Lawrence
Olivier meets Hale and Pace, curious as
it sounds. _

My heart started to sink as the first
scene of the show began with
McDermott playing Hitler in what is

usually described by lay-people suchas
myself as overly dramatic and over-
zealous. I looked at my watch apatheti-
cally as Hitler, hands flaying, dropped
to his knees to demonstrate his angst
over his niece.

Things began to look up, however,
when I noted that McDermott, in play-
ing Hitler had not paid too much heed
to notions of costume. Interestingly, he
wore Nike sneakers when playing Hit-
ler.

When McDermott began to play him-
self, the brief bouts of stand-up were a
relief to me and actually worked to
make the dramatic scenes more bear-
able.

McDermott did finally produce aNazi
uniform in his costuming but it was
only the jacket, accompanied by some
red, frilly knickers and suspender belts
on the bottom while he played himself.
His descriptions of the way making the
show affected his personal life (divorce
and accusations of perversion being
the main problems) provided a good
laugh.

Overall, the mix between the serious
drama of Hitler and the hilarity of
McDermott as himself playing Hitler
works. The biographical nature of the
play ends up not to be overwhelming
but well balanced by the casual, non-
informative but very funny side.
McDermott makes good use of the
pub-cum-cabaret setting to: interact
with the audience and provide a clev—
erly done performance.

Eugeinie Thorn

On Dit



Leo Kottke:
Guitarist, Legend.

American maestro Leo Kottke was re-
cently back in Adelaide, performing in his
inimitable and slightly eccentric style at
the Norwood Concert Hall. Between the
bizarre banter, often hilarious, often ob-
scure, sometimes kinda worrying, he en-
chanted the capacity audience with his
exquisite guitaring and mellow baritone
voice.

A hint of depression permeated his pres-
ence, most likely attributable to the death
of his very close friend and fellow guitar
virtuoso jazz giant Joe Pass. In effect
though, this served to heighten the inten-
sity and beauty of his gentler numbers.
The last time I saw Leo Kottke was during
the 1990 Adelaide Festival performing
with Joe Pass, Paco Pena and John Williams
under the banner “Four Guitarists”,

“It was a lot of fun to meet those guys,
and unusual. Usually, if you’re on stage
with other guitarists, they tend to be from
the same neighbourhood. We took that
tour on to the States, toured it for about
two months. Pepe Romero wasin the John
Williams chair. It was, you know, very
nice. Of course, it was the last I saw of Joe.
I got to play with him every night.”

“One of the virtues of the job is you
frequently get to meet the people that
you’ve listened to and end up playing with
them. It’s a fairy tale in that sense, it does
knock you out sometimes. I never would

have guessed that in my lifetime I'd wind
up playing with Joe Pass, but there we
were.”

Kottke’s harmonic language has grown
progressively morecolourful over the years
(decades). I wondered to what extent his
work with Joe Pass and hands-on expo-
sure to jazz was responsible for this.

“Ilike harmony, you know. It’s really, at
least over here in the West where we are,
it’s what we do - the more, the better. It’s
fun to think that way, it’s where your
curiosity leads you eventually. In the be-
ginning you don’t pay much attention to
it, but after a while you learn there’s a
whole world out there.”

“It helps you musically to play with
other people, you get to ask them ques-
tions, find out what might be available,
what somebody else does. It’s all a matter
of attitude finally. If you play with some-
body, you get to use their attitude. It’s very
helpful.”

Regarding open tunings, which have been
a trademark of much of Kottke’s earlier
material..,

“Tunings are a trap, they’re not worth
pursuing anymore than...they just aren’t
worth pursuing. There’s some tunes that
have been written in tunings that are cer-
tainly worth hearing, but basically they’re
kind of a dead end.”

[ asked him if he mainly stuck to stand-

ard tuning these days?

“Well, I try to. 've got some old hits that
are in tunings that I rarely still cover, I
avoid them nowadays. I remember being
on stage with Chet Atkins in a sort of
seminar along with Albert Lee and Larry
Carlton, and someone asked what he
thoughtabout, if he used any open tunings,
and he said “I despise open tunings, [
detest open tunings, and they will get to
you after a whlle It’slike eatmg too much
ice-cream.”

Tucked amongst Kottke’s barrage of
original solo guitar works, the recording
of Bach’s Bouree from the first Lute Suite
in E minor, not usually heard with finger
picks on a steel string guitar, warranted a
mention.

“I read that piece off a piece of piano
music which is why it is mlssmg a couple
of notes. Yeah, Ienjoy it (s :
as much as the next guy.

I have at one time spent
alotof time reading that
stuff. It is territory that
is very well covered. A
lot of what I wound up
doing on the guitar hap-
pened becausel couldn’t
find what I wanted to
hear onrecord, stuff that
wasn’t being done, so.1
started doing it myself.
With your classical rep-
ertoire I definitely have
places I can go. One of
my favourite recordings
isthestuffthat was done
by a German lute player
named Walter Gerwig.

music

He is phenomenally satisfying, especially
his recording of Bach’s cello stuff. I think
that’s second to none.”

Ill leave you with some mighty fine
sentiments from a true master of both the
six and twelve string guitar, concerning
the source of his inspiration.

“Well, you use everything. For me it is
the guitar itself. The instrument is end-
lessly fascinating to me, The way it sounds,
Ilove the way it feels to play it. It's a great
posture to have with beneficial effects,
and you go back to it again and again. It’s
a mysterious instrument. There’s enough
right there to make you play and try to
write. It’s very hard for me to walk away
from the guitar. I play a lot and I can’t
seem to stop playing.

Dylan Woolcock

Top of the Pulp

His ‘n’ Hers is the first Pulp album on a
major label (Island) and subsequently the
first album to be given any large scale
exposure. It is also the first time the band
has been given a decent budget and condi-
tions with which to work. Recently,
Dominic Stefanson had the pleasure of
giving Russell Senior, ten-year member
and lead guitarist of Pulp, his first Austral-
ian interview,

Pulp have been in existence since 1981
when Jarvis Cocker, at the time still in
school, first formed a band called Arabacus
Pulp. The band came to the attention of
John Peel who duly gave them a session.
(The ‘Peel Sessions’ are a programme on
the BBC that features new albums, EPs or
demos and if you make it onto the ‘Peel
Sessions’, you’ve generally made it.) After
the promising start the band stagnated,
spasmodically releasing low budget al-
bums and singles. The name was short-
ened to Pulp and six years ago the line up
was formalised.

The five members all have completely
different musical backgrounds, This comes
through on the album which at times
sounds as if it is trying to pull in too many
different directions. “The only thing we
have in common is that we all emerged
during the punk era-and we are vastly
influenced by it. That was in our keen
formative years. We were all punks in
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various ways.” His ‘n’ Hers is a typical
English pop album about girls, love and
broken relationships. Pulp are still firmly
stuck in the 80s and to me, in any case, it
all sounds remarkably similar to Echo and
the Bunnymen. Nothing wrong with that,
of course. His '’ Hers was definitively a
make or break album for Pulp andI dsay
they’ve broken even.

“Fortunately, it (the album) has done
alright. We weren’t doing it for the good
of our health, thinking we can make this
wonderful music, but we don’t care
whether anybody likes it. We always
wanted to be liked. We did consider that if
it was a failure we’d think “Sod it” and
pack it in, but it’s not been, which is good

.. In many ways, it feels like our first

album, because it has been the only one
that has been released at the time the songs
were written. The other albums took so
long to release that, by the time they came
out, we couldn’t remember how to play
the songs and we thought they sounded

very old hat, and we were very sick of

them anyway.”

For numerous years, Pulp were fucked
around by various independent labels,
which “just didn’t release records for some
reason, which is a problem for a band, ’'m

sure you can imagine. We’d always been.

very cool and hip but no records released,
no market forces whatsoever”. The move

to a major has been a very positive one.
“It’s great! It really is. Don’t believe every-
thing you hear about majors being ty-
rants, it’s not true. They’re very cool and
laid back. They don’t try and tell us how
to dress or anything like that. There is

always the constraint that you haveto sell

records, but we are quite happy with that.”

Although the notion of success was im-
portant for the band, they did not want to
‘sell out’. “If we had have felt that it was
a pile of rubbish and was just what people
wanted, I don’t think we could sleep easy
at night. We’ve been together for such a
long time that if we wanted to sell out we
should have done it years ago. We’ve been
ploughing this lonely furrow of doing
what we wanted to do. But having said

that, I don’t want to say that success isn’t

important, because it is. We’ve always
wanted it but just never had it before. We
haven’t really changed things to get it.” -

After having been ignored by the English
press for so long, Russell does not hold
them in very high esteem. “I don’t taken

anything they write very seriously. We’ve
been dismissed for many years by the press

and have had to suffer thatand you have
to take it with a grain of salt, you have to
take praise with a grain of salt too. We’re
very fashionable at the-moment and we
know thatit canall change very quickly ...
Therearetwo big weekly magazines (NME
and Melody Maker) and they have to fill a
lot of pages with a lot of talk about music
and therefore a lot of it is irrelevant and
low quality talk. I don’t find it elsewhere.

It’s funny, you seem to be asked more
intelligent questions the further from Eng-
land you get.”

So what would Russell be doing. if it
weren’t for Pulp? .

“(Silence) ... well, um ... Before I had
been trained to be a manager of all the
things in the world. That’s where I was
headed career-wise, but 'mglad I didn’t.”

And what do the olds think of it all?
““(Laughs) ... For the most part, they
thought it was a waste of time, but now
they think it is very good. They’re basking
in reflected glory.”

Pulp’s major ambition is to make it onto
Top of the Pops, which is the big thing in
England; being on the show is the defini-
tion of being a pop star in England. So,
what is the huge attraction of this weekly
television program? Why does everyone
in the country from Blur to Morrissey
have this burning ambition to be on Top
of the Pops?

“It’s what you grew up with. I’s on at tea
time and its criteria is that to be on it you
need tobeinthecharts. Youcan’t bea pop

star unless you're on Top of the Pops. You

just grew up with. it and there are the
seminal performances you remember from
your youth, like David Bowie doing “Jean
Genie” and you just want to be on it. The
whole thing is very cheesy and artificial.
They prod the audience around with cattle
prods, but we are qulte attracted to that
cheesiness.”
Interv1ew conducted for 3D Radio. -
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Il Communication
Beastie Boys
EMI
This release has been long-awaited, by
myself at least. After their previous re-

leased Licensed to Ill and Paul’s Bou-

tique, the Beastie Boys could claim to be
the best white rappers around. Both of
these albums offered original ideas and
lyrics which flowed with the tunes and
the Boys profile.

Unfortunately, I can’t praise this new
release to the same extent. The Beastie
Boys had the potential to produce an
album revolutionary in rap circles,
Throughout the album Ill Communica-
tion the Boys attempted combinations
of Grunge, Jazz, Rap, Hip Hop and
Hard Rock. The ideas were there, but
the outcome failed. I/l Communication
isnota bad album, but, with the evident
potential, it was disappointing.

Throughout their previous releases, the
Beastie Boys' lyrics have been excep-
tionally entertaining and usually light-
hearted. The same can be said of the
lyrics throughout Ill Communication
however one is forced to read the lyrics
inside the CD booklet to realise what is
being said. The result of the experimen-
tal variation of musical styles is the fact
that the Beastie Boys cannot be under-
- stood. This was their greatest fault.

T have been very critical as one always

is when disappointed. The album is "

worth a listen but not worth a buy.
Stephen E.J.E. Dickinson

UNI RECORD SHOP

Adelaide University Campus

CASH!!!
CASH!!
CASHIIT

FOR COMPACT DISCS

 CONVERT THOSE

UNWANTED CDs INTO
CASH RIGHT NOW
TOP PRICES PAID!!!

 PUBLIC WELCOME:
ALL YEAR ROUND

PH 223 4851

OPEN MON - FRI 9-5.30/
SAT 10-12.30
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Living Room

Cell

BMG

CELL products.are better...
..ot so claim the advertisers

Allright, hands up if you’ve heard Cell’s
previousalbum Slo-blo. Well, don’t worry,
that debut album wasn’t anything much
to write home about. So then, what about
this new disc, Living Room? Well, it’s
good and in fact better and more accessi-
ble than the last album while still keeping
the snarling guitar sound.

OK, that’s the short review. Since you
are allin a hurry, go ahead and skip to the
last paragraph where I sum up the disc
again and give it a rating. For those who
have some obscure curiosity about the
disc...

Well, like I said, someone must have told
them to make their songs more poppy.
And the first 100 or so seconds of the first

track, “Milky”, is as catchy grunge as you

are going to find, anywhere. The rest of
the song descends into straight-forward
snarl, more like the first album.

There are some great hooks in the al-
bum. All of Goodbye”, is one huge hook.

From the opening vocals, “maybe one.

time/Life shines/bright on everything” to
the way the production engineers sub-
dued the level of the guitar until the
appropriate moments to the bass line.
Pure hard driving, good fun rocking pop.
If you're looking for such things on an
album, this has got it. “Sad & Beautiful”,
“Fly” and the title track (although the
title track is arguably one the poorer
tracks on the album) are fun songs. And
please understand me when I say pop. I
am speaking of “Lithium” or “Somebody
to Shove” style pop (from the Nevermind
and Grave Digger’s Union albums, re-
spectively), not East 17.

For those of you who like the snarl of the
first album, fear not. “Come Around”,
“China Latina” and “Halo” have the
grinding growl that makes this music so,
well, difficult to put into words. Think Yo
La Tango or some other N.Y. band (these
guys are from Hoboken, N.J. — close
enough). Basically, it’s a thick, heavy gui-
tar sound with a repressed bass sound (the
bassist is quite good, it is just hard to pick
him out). The drums are strong and pro-
ficient, the words are nothing special, and
the label is David Geffen - which should
tell you it all.

A curious thing about this album is the
final three tracks. They are way different
from the rest of the album and from the
traditional sound of Cell. Add that to the
fact that they are the coolest songs on the
album and who knows? The next album
might be a smash. :

Overall, this album is pretty good —
better than their last one. Pick it up if you

_can. Definitely borrow it from a friend.
It’s good American music that isn’t going:

tomake it onto Triple J (because this band

~ is not being pushed strongly enough by

theirrecord company), and is easily worth

listening to. So, pick it up and treat your-

self to some stuff that you won’t normally
hear.

As an album: solid, rocking, snarling
guitars with some pop sensibilities: seven
out of ten.

Joe Hackel

Mean Disposition
Big Bad Smitty

Judging by the album cover, if looks
could kill then Big Bad Smitty would
have no fans left. Indeed, Smitty and
band seem to have developed a sound
thatwould appearto bethe auralequiva-
lent of his scowl - a kind of blues with
attitude, I guess.

As the liner notes suggest, this C.D. is
definitely the “real thing”. Smitty’s vo-
cals, while reminiscent of Howlin’ Wolf
(Chester Burnett), seemto lack the depth
and control of the latter - not that I'd tell
Smitty to his face. The performances are
quite loose, with several endings apt to
raise a few eyebrows - that said, some of
the feels are great, thanks mainly to
some excellent bass playing. When eve-
rythingclicks, as it does most notably on
“You don’t love me”, “Mean disposi-
tion” and (especially) “Lonely Man”, it
is a joy to listen to...when it doesn’t it’s
a worry.

But even then this doesn’t detract from
the overall enjoyment because Smitty
and his band capture the essence of the
blues rather than serving up some ho-
mogenised version. It just depends on
whether you like your flavours that
strong. Still, I can’t help thinking that
the right place to listen to Smitty is live,
in a dive somewhere on the wrong side
of midnight, having drunk a beer or
twenty too many. ‘

Mark Carrol

Dookie
Green Day
Reprise

Green Day pissed a lot of their fans off
when they took the plunge to a major
label, but after hearing the record most
have at least partially forgiven them. It’s
not all that surprising they made the
move. Originally, they were bagged when
they played at 924 Gilman (Berkeley’s
home of P.C. punkdom) for not being
punk enough. They ended up being one
of Gilman’s most popular bands, as well
as selling a stack of their first two al-
bums on Lookout! records. (No, fuck
you, JJJ, they’re not a new band!!l)
Dookie sees Green Day enter the fun
and games of being a product rather
than a band, and although theiradvance
may cripple them financially for a long
time to come, it sure paid for a nice
recording, one of the few things missing
on their previous efforts. They still write
killer catchy pop punk tunes, with the
emphasis on the pop. The lyrics are fun
and kinda confusing, and Billie Joe’s
voice is that beautiful tuneful American
whine that screams ‘I’'m in a pop punk
band from California’, In a nutshell, you
coulddo with all of Green Day’s records,
and this one probably is a good place to
start because of the classy recording and
exceptional songs. Unfortunately this
locally manufactured disc will cost you
more than a copy of either of their
independent Lookout! releases imported
from the U.S.A. Go figure!

Daniel Kearney

%

High on a Happy Vibe
Urban Cookie Collective

Liberation

Part 1 (the record review)

I fell in love. I heard “Feels Like
Heaven” and thought this is the greatest
song. “The Key; The Secret” was an-
other great song and so I'd thought I'd
wait until the album was released ex-
pecting something good, and I wasn’t
disappointed. The Urban Cookie Col-
lective is up there with the best dance
sensations around at the moment, along
with Culture Beat, etc. The album just
got better with every listen. The third
single “Sail Away” was not as successful
as the previous two singles, but was just
as excellent, and the current release,
“High on a Happy Vibe” has already
begun to get airplay in the clubs.

The thing is that every track is as good
as another - the album is is full of quality
dance tracks, unlike some of the other
albums around at the moment. The pro-
duction is smooth and the musicis great,
but sometimes the lyrics leave a little to
be desired - but who cares - this is one
great album!

Part 2 (the story)

Andrea opened the door to the apart-
ment. She was using it for a few weeks
because her best friend Kathy, who had
owned it had been taken into rehab
because of a heroin OD. Andrea wasn’t
surprised though, she wasused to Kathy’s
lifestyle, and really, it came asno shock...

Anyway, the apartment was small and
simple, only the bare essentials were
needed to live. Andrea loved the gold-
fish. She stepped into the living room,
undressed, and lay herself down on the
sofa. Instantly she fell into Dreamland...
Part 3 (the record review)

Allin all, this album shows that Urban
Cookie Collective are a skilled group
that deserve their success and should
still be hot years down the track. If you
are into the current dance trends then
you should love this album!

Part 4 (the story)

An hour later, Andrea opened her eyes
and looked around. She noticed the
bathroom door ajar.

“Darling,” she called.

Darling entered the room, still drip-
ping wet from the shower.

“Darling,” Andrea commented, “You
look fantastic!”

Yuri

On Dit



Live Through This
Hole
Geffen/BMG

Hole records will always be compared
to Nirvana records, but after a listen to
Live Through This, the comparison will
not seem entirely unjustified; certain
moments and even songs on this album
are reminiscent of In Utero. Onegets the
feeling that (Hole’s frontwoman)
Courtney Love and hubby Kurt Cobain
(R.IP.) had quite a bit to do with each
other’s songwriting, and I can just imag-
ine them sitting in front of the fireplace
with guitars, arguing over where the
bridge to “All Apologies” should go
(sob!). Ah yes, the album.

Let me just say that it is brilliant. The
instrumentation is simple, at times
sparse, even, but this suits the music
best, and provides the most appropriate
backing to Love’s vocals, which range
from a whisper to brilliantly melodic to
an angry scream. The best tracks are
“Asking For It”, “Jennifer’s Body”,
“Doll Parts” and “I Think That I Would
Die”, but the absolute standout is the
opener, “Violet”, which may just be the
biggest anthem about mijsery, apathy
and anger since a certain threesome re-
corded a song about teen spirit.

Florian Minzlaff

Anyone Can Play Guitar
Radiohead
EMI

Will Radiohead be just another one hit
wonder? No, I don’t think so, or at least
that’s what this 5 track Tour EP indi-
cates. All S5 songs on it (including
“Creep”) are great. Another important
point to note is that Radiohead are not
always self pitying losers, in fact, three
out of four unknown songs on this EP
are faster and happier than “Creep”.
“Killer Cars” is a slow yet very catchy
and cool ballad. “Anyone Can Play
Guitar” starts with slow, miserable gui-
tar mess and evolves into a fast, catchy,
almost hoppy rock song. “Pop is Dead”
‘showcases all of Radiohead’s talent from
theextremes of the vocalist’s voice, swirl-
ing guitars, keyboards ... 1 love it!
“Thinking About You” is also great, 1
heard influences of Teenage Fanclub in

this song which is definitely not a bad

thing.

Anyone out there who loves-“Creep”
really should buy this. It’s for anyone
going to see them live or anyone who
couldn’tafford to, or anyone whomissed
the tour. ‘

Overall, surprisingly brilliant.

Scott Berry
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Troublegum
Therapy?
Polygram

Ireland’s Therapy? have a scarily realis-
tic view of the world, and Troublegum is
a depressingly vivid insight of a troubled
psyche, troubled by an environment that
breeds fearand anger, or the maladaptive
avoidance behaviour that most seem to
choose. Reactive depression, 1 guess.
Morbid as this may sound, Therapy?
make self pity into a beautiful emotion.
Needless to say, they don’t play easy
listening music (only Kristen Hersh can
get away with emotions this strong and
orchestral backing) but explore territory
that a pop-punk version of Helmet might
approach. (In fact, Page Hamilton guests
on one song - and Lesley from the Silver-
fish on another.) Included is the “hit sin-
gle’ "Screamager" and a whole pile of
greatsongs that have slightly less of a pop
feel butare equally impressive. They even
‘make a Joy Division song bearable. Rec-
ommended, but get the (limited green -
ooh er) vinyl version, it’s cheaper and
looks a lot purdier.

“Here comes a girl with perfect teeth. I
bet she won’t be smiling at me. I know

how Jeffrey Dahmer feels. Lonely,

Lonely.”
Daniel Kearney

Tai Laeo
Scary Mother
Festival

Australia’s very own Scary Mother are
on the “Assault On The Senses” tour at
the moment with Juice, Defryme and The
Truth,and with the show hitting Adelaide
this weekend, this album may be worth a
listen if you intend going.

Tai Laeo is a very intriguing and just as
inconsistent recording. Forget the singles,
which were very well produced and quite
listenable: this is hard to get used to. Scary
Mother create a chaotic orgy of noise,
metal riffs and pounding drumming, en-
hanced and given a weird twist by the
swirling, futuristic keyboards. Imagine a
combination of the outer fringes of heavy
metal, Pearl Jam and The Doors, and
you've got some, but by no means a
complete idea of what this band sounds
like. Interesting, heavy and very different.

The one thing, however, that somewhat
marred this album for me is the singing
and the lyrics. Andrew Gillespie sounds
like a cross between an Eddie Vedder
imitator and someone who is just being
strangled, and the gloomy lyrics seem
deliberately arty and thus pretentious and
contrived. With a different singer/vocal
style and better words, this album would
be very little short of brilliant.

Florian Minzlaff

Dart to the Heart
Bruce Cockburn
Columbia

This is Bruce Cockburn's ninth album,

and, unfortunately, L have been unfamil-
iar with his material until now. This is a
twelve track album of country/rock/blues
gritty-deep-down-south music, which is
interesting, considering Bruce is from

‘Canada. The album was produced by the

legendary T Bone Burnett, also who ap-

pears on backing vocals on "Tie me at the
crossroads".

The musicitself is pretty standard coun-
try/rock fare, and probably does well on
radio in the US. The songs are accessible
and lyrics written in down-to-earth lan-
guage that magically avoids sounding
stupid. There are some great arrange-
ments, including "Listen for the Laugh”,
which features a big, fat horn section.

The best moments on the album are two
guitar pieces: "Train in the Rain" and
"Sunrise on the Mississippi " which Bruce
plays all on his lonesome.

If the album was a little more gutsy and
little less 'produced' (and the pedal steel
player was shot), this would be a damn
fine {as opposed to average) album.

‘ HBC

vdaviirdém\(d

David Byrne
David Byrne
Luaka Bop / Warner Bros

David Byrne. That musical genius stuck
on a bungy cord on one of those very tall
New York buildings and swinging be-

reviews

tween the blithe ‘laissez aller’ of South
American improvised rhythm and the
rigidness of conventional European melo-
dies. After leaning heavily on the Latin
American side on his first two solo al-
bums, David Byrne has swung back and
come close to finding the perfect balance.
Byrne has taken up residence on a beau-
tiful little sunny island ‘in the middle of
the Atlantic. The sounds of the tropics are
never far away, “You 8 Eye”, but David
Byrne has realised that he had taken these
sounds to the limits on Rei Momo and
Ub-Ok and given this album a more
complete sound.

This album was to be called I the Spirit
of Talking Heads, indicating a return to
the Talking Heads sound which made
David Byrne part of the 80s’ decor. This
can be mostclearly heard on “Back in the
Box™ and “Angels” and the bass lines
which were so incessant on all the Talk-

ing Heads albums.
There are some real gems on this album,

“Nothing at All” and “Buck Naked”, as
David Byrne makes the very difficult task
of mixing numerous music styles sound
easy. The only criticism from this critic is
that the album does sound a little dis-
jointed; the songs might have been ar-
ranged in a different order. That's very
pedantic, hey,

Six years after the last Talking Heads
album, this gracefully aging musician still
has enough fresh and original ideas to
keep him busy making albums for years,
as long as some people continue to buy
those albums.

Dominic Stefanson
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sport

Goooooooal!

With the world cup finally over, we have the chance to ponder “what ifs”. What if Australia had been there?
What if Roberto Baggio hadn’t been hampered by injury in the final? What if Maradona had entertained the
thought that since he was a known substance abuser, maybe there was a chance of him having to undergo

a dope test sometime, somewhere during the Cup?

In the true spirit of any largish sporting happening where everyone has an opinion about it one way or the
other, Matt Rawes offers his thoughts about the importance of this four yearly event to the planet and Brian
Scruby narrows his focus to the razzmatazz that marked the end of USA ‘94.

- American glitz

Ah, the US of A, home of glitz,
glamor...and the World Cup. TI'll ad-
mit that I was worried. Could the
people that drink the same water as
your Hollywood heavies combine the
Johnny Warren-style regality of soc-
cer’s ultimate event with the
austentatious commercialism that is
“the states” in one spectacular finale?
But as Kenny G opened proceedings
with his revolutionary interpretation
of the Star Spangled Banner (a unique

- blend of the efforts of Jimi Hnedrix
and Roseanne Arnold) my fears were

. quickly allayed. The spectacle which
"~ followed was a showcase of America’s
best performing arts talent in white
coats that was an obvious tribute to

Unibar World Cup

SANFL grand finals of the 1980s. The
use of such hipper than hip 80’s retro
imagery continued fluro oranges and
pinks on the stage for America’s great-
est and most caring vocalist. Bravo
Whitney for not being afraid to sing
songs long since relegated to cliche on
easy listening world wide. Bravo
Whitney for surrounding yourself with
young children in a plea for world
peace and unity. Bravo Whitney for
ensuring that nothing would get in the
way of a perfect performance for those
2 billion viewers and lip synching una-
shamedly. And bravo Whitney for al-
lowing your hubby Bobby Brown to
share the acolades on your pastel stage

of glory.

Many have complained that the final
was an anti climax and have tried to
blame this on tight defences and pen-
alty shootouts. But when the three
tenors gave each other well deserved
high fives as they entered and exited
the stage to the applause of Arnie in
the almost front row, the real reason
became apparent. Noteven the world’s
biggest sporting event could hold a
candle on the world’s most prolific
producers of low brow mass enter-
tainment.

Bryan Scruby

Honour Roll

Competition Winner

Have you ever been to the dentist and had
your mouth full of stainless steel spit suckers,
drill and those little white sponge things that
mop up your blood? Well then, you’d know
that the previously mute dentist often devel-
ops an enquiring mind at about this time and
starts asking you all sorts of non-rhetorical
questions. If one of these conversations turns
to the 1994 World Cup of soccer then chances
are that you’ve come across the winner of this
week’s prize of a dozen beers, first year dentist
Grant Johnstone. Even though we don’t agree
with 60% of his list, he did submit three pages

of detailed analysis that both entertianed and:

informed. Well played, sir. The “nice-try-but-
no-prize” awards go to Dominic Stefanson
and Florian Minzlaff who obviously subsituted

~ flagging social lives for hours of late night TV~ - .
...or maybe they’ve just got VCRs. Anyway, = =
Grant, come down to the office and claim |

your beers before we drink them.
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Surprises
lordan Letchkov and Bulgaria
Marc Overmars (Holland)
Hong Myung Bo (South Korea)
USA 94 - a success

Disappointments
Columbia
Moeller (Germany)
Greece
Cameroon
Maradona {Argentina)
Etcheverry (Bolivia)

'On Dit Top Ten
1. Hagi (Romania)
2. Stoichkov (Bulgaria)
3. Maldini (italy)
4. Jorginho (Brazil)
5. Eminiké (Nigeria)
6. Proued’ Homme (Belgium]
7. Bebetto (Brazil)
: 8. D. Baggio (italy}
9. Saeed-al Owarian (Saudi Arabia)
10. Luis Enrique (Spain)

On Dit



Cup roundup

The “American experience” has come
and gone and all that is left is time to
catch up on some much needed shuteye.
Now the time seems right to start drop-
ping some of those ever so popular cli-
ches that seemed to have gone hand in
hand with USA ‘94, Famous calls like “it

” o«

has been a cup of surprlses soccer has
been the winner” and “expect the unex-
pected”, laborious as they are, have all
been true where soccer has been the
winner in a Cup of surprises where the
unexpected came to be expected.
Beamed into our living rooms from
various points of the United States we
were taken on a soccer journey by our

two gurus Johnny
“Tenbucksif youcan
guess what’s on my
head” Warren and
Les “Hey man I can
pronounce fucking
anything” Murray.
Les and Johnny, ac-
companied by the as-
tute calling of Martin
Tyler and Gerry
Harrison  (Gary
Bloom one of the few
flaws) provided acon-
trolled and intelligent
appraisal far fromthe
somewhat egocentric
bullshit constantly
thrashed about by the
. socalled experts from
our own code. 1

The mad fervour which surrounds this
world game in other countries is not a
concept easily grasped by Australians.
admit that the Crows have a fantical
following at times and to some that
glorified adulation mightseem too much.
Appreciating the Crow phenomenom
throughout this state means you’reabout
a quarter of the way to grasping what
soccer is to some countries. At the
Hyundai Heavy Industry plant in South
Korea unionists organised a strike each
time South Korea graced the pitch so
that all 21 000 workers could view the
match. In Thailand bankrobbers were

able to bail out with $US 40
000 while the nightguard
kicked back and watched the
cup. One Albanian put his wife
down as a wager on Argentina
when they took on Romania in
the second round. When Ro-
mania got up 3-2 it is claimed
that he said it wasn’t personal
and that he misses her dearly!
The most disturbing act result-
ant of the Cup was the brutal
slaying of columbian defender
Andreas Escobar. Having
scored an own goal in the de-
feat to the US and Columbia’s
subsequent premature elimina-
tion from the Cup, Escobar
was shot down by drunks back
in Columbia. Their words of
“Thanks for the own goal” isa
sad indictment on the game
which commands such an in-
tense following and can in cases
such as this go way too far.
Some people seem unable to
detach themselves from defeat
and remember thatitis “only a
game”, :

That sad indictment aside it
was an enthralling and enter-
taining cupwith infinitely more
highlights than lowlights. When Aus-
tralia qualifies for France ‘98 and Mark
Bosnich realises that playing forthe green
and gold would fulfill his dream then

make sure you’re there to experience
what is the greatest sporting event in the
world.

Matt Rawes

The Bob

Saturday July 30
Games Room, level 5
Union Building, 8pm-lam
$15 all you can drink
70's dress, with fashion
parade and prizes

Come and hear Bob spin bis foZvOurite
100 disks from the '70s

The Adelaide University Football Club presents|

Neil 100]

Football

A. Muir.

Koch, T Kuchel.

'N. Paltridge, A. Evans.
J. Furey.

D. Graetz.

Ranford, D. Wildy.

D. Crane, ] Anderson.

Results

A1l: Uni 17.15 d Brighton OS 12.9
Best: N. Hoskins, S. Tamke, CSchulz,D Thomas, T. Ford,

A1R: Brighton OS 12.14 d Uni 8.6
Best: A. Mills, D. Kennedy, R. Yeates, G. Fairbrother, J.

A6: North Pines 21.14 d Uni 8.7
Best: T. Martin, L. O’Callaghan, D. Reynolds, J. Trotter,

A6R: North Pines 16.5 d Uni 8.10
Best: S. Kimber, B. Parsons E. Warrick, B. Barons, P. Baker,

A8:Uni 32.24 d Inglefarm 1.0 (power side!!)
‘Best: M. Wilson, M. Bird, B. Ridgen, T. Shierlaw, P. Kube,

" A8R: Uni 24.10 d Inglefarm 6. 2
Best: G. Ward, P. Wildy, D. McGrath, N. Holsman, J.

A10: PH OS & Camden 13.6 d Um 610
Best: D. Raftery, B. Sampson, A. Parkmson,M Bruening,

July 25
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ity Stroll (Early Tim

-- afé_!'les my eye and for a moment I'm trapped in the crowd;
moye. He clears his throat and shouts at me,
an jellybeans do that people can’t?”

: ffé:gent colours.”

He laughs loudly and then the

ined my toe and | don’t remember how
-Ilche is thatyou can’t walk down Rundle

.He’s singing. It’s that odd
ttles and cans oyt of bins.

But I'm past him now and
are four young men, a
police. A policeman ope
starts rummaging throug
head in there and makes

eady in front of the bank. There
age, being searched by four
of the young men’s bags and
ith both hands. He buries his
nting noises under his breath.
He looks like a pig diggin fles. There’s a crowd inside
“the bank, watching this scene't the window and another
crowd outside on the pavement, watching. | :

| go into' the ‘bank and get my rrfonéy ahd*l‘ea{v

Sitting in the tram waiting for the engme to start I see an
Aboriginal man, about my age, with an empty bottle of whisky.
‘Early Times. He drops the bottle in the bin and then he notices
me looking at him. He looks back at me, grins, gives me the. -

thumbs-up sign. The engme starts and the tram begins to Iurch :
sIowa homewards. -
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student

Sunday _?.
ne 5, 19; July 3,17, |
g$ August 14, 28; September 11,

. November §, 20. ST ;
z,atz)sé‘.h?;v(}’arian and Matt Fleet. A showcase of English indie pop.
330 Richard Seamatk and Tony Page. English Pop.

4,30 Simon Hunt Tatks about clubs and societies of the University of Adelaide and plays %ter
refeases of the tate 80's and 90's. |
530 Mystery Show. (1)

*&.00 Grind the Pose,
Cwyer,

Wguide for sunday 5th June

25; October 9,

N

Social and cultural issues and comment. Paul Hoadley Dale F Adams an ichael

700 A'Twist of Lemon. Com
_ - Lomedy by Ros
730 Babes in Boyland, f e Y by Roy Flavel ang Danial Kammerman
1mbaiame of aur bﬁy s ¢l bre ar? Wlmmm in it Sheiu ¥ ) AN
Saet 0 MO K et g, oS- From punk 1 aane 12 PiC0Z2i attempts 1
[~ e K. I ‘ , T g | ‘ s ) ¥ |
8.30 si;i‘::iaﬁ and make tham, L?;eerg: Tng live recordu,ngg pl?f:,psh? i prove ance andoféedi;'ess the
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sundays 2:30pm - 12:30am on 5UV

Classificds

Rhodes Scholarship for 1995
The scholarship is open to both men
and women and is tenable at Oxford
University for two years in the first
instance. In 1995 - 1996 a personal
allowance of not less then £6,480
sterling a year will be paid in addition
to the scholar’s College and Univer-
sity fees.

Applications will close with the Hon-
orary Secretary of the South Austral-
ian Committee on 1st September,
1994,

Intending applicants are advised to
write for application forms and addi-
tional information as soon as possi-

ble.
Labor Club

Free Screenings of Bob Roberts on
Tuesday at 1pm in the WP Rogers
room and on Friday at 1pm in the
cinema.

Volunteers Needed

Do you suffer from Athletes Foot
(Tinea)?

Would you participate in a short
treatment study? An honorarium is
payable for your time. For more
information, please telephone Helen
Hughes R.N., Department of Com-
munity Medicine, University of Ad-
elaide, telephone: 224 0119.

Pride

Adelaide University Pride meetingk

Thursday, 1.00 pm in the North/

~South Dining Room, Level 4 of the |

Union Building, All welcome.

July 25

The 9th National Judah Waten
Story Writing Competition
The 9th Natioral Judah Waten Story
Writing Competition officially
opened on the 1st July, 1994,
What? The National Judah Waten
Story Writing Competition is an an-
nual competition for original short
fiction, honouring the Australian
writer Judah Waten (1911 - 1985).
When? Opens 1st July, 1994, closes
30th September, 1994. The awards
presentation will be held on the
evening of Thursday, 24th Novem-
ber, 1994 and presided over by the
Mayor of Box Hill.

Where? The competition is open to
all Australian residents. It is admin-
istered by the Box Hill-Doncaster
Regional Library, 1040 Whitehorse
Road, Box Hill, Victoria, 3128.
Phone: (03) 890 1002, Fax: (03) 899
0076. Copies of the entry forms can
be obtained from any branch of the
Library, or by sending a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to the ad-
dress below.

Enquiries...

Community Services Librarian, Box
Hill-Doncaster Regional Library,
1040 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill,
Vic., 3128. Phone: (03) 890 1002,
Fax: (03) 899 0076.

For Sale S : ,
Backpack - good condition. $150.
Ph: 331 3165. :

For Sale ,
Black leather jacket. Large size. Ph:

Tai Chi lessons
11.30 - 1.00 on Tuesdays (begin-
ners) and Thursdays (advanced) at

- Botanic Park on sunny days and

on level 5 of the gamesroom when
it rains. Cost is $40 for 7 lessons
and membership of the Tai Chi
club. Classes start on July 26. Ring
Gerrd on 332 7638 to confirm
your booking.

Polling clerks wanted:
Students are required to work at
the North Terrace campus as poll-

ing clerks during the 1994 SAUA

and Union elections. For further
infomation contact Jo' Anna Finlay

“in the SAUA office. (Tel. 303 5926)

Friends of the Earth

There will be a talk on the

Permaculture Co-Housing Develop-

ment at Burra by Steve Poole in the-

Margaret Murray Room at 1 pm on

Tuesday, 2nd August. The working

trip to the Burra development will
be over the weekend 27th - 28th
August. Please contact Tiana on 267
1720 if interested in attending the

trip.

A mistake has been made in the
holiday dates given in the 1994
student diary. The mid-semester
break dates for this year's sec-
ond semester are 19 September
to 30 September not 26
Spetember to 7 October. They
are a week
earlier than in-
dicated in the
diary.

v THEATRE
| i

Competition for .
New Young Women Playwrights

Magpie Theatre, the State Theatre Company For
Young Peaple, is pleased to announce a new
competition for young women playwrights. The
competition is open toall female residents of
South Australia up to the age of 26

Entrants are asked to submit new one or two act
plays for consideration, to be judged by South
Australian Writer/Director Cath McKinnon:and
Magpise Artistic Director Neill Gladwin, The play

- must not have been published or performed

.. before and there are no Testrictions on style or

. content. : k )

The wirmer will receive a $250 book voucher
from Imprints Booksellers and the successful
“entry will have a public play-teading by the -
company in December 1994, In additiun, the
work will be considered for inclusion in Magpia
Theatre’s 1996 season of work,

" Further information and entry forms are available
from Rachel Healy on (08) 231 5151,
Competition closes 5.00 pm Friday 14 October -
1994, S
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JUST ANOTHER SAUA COUNCIL MEETING

These are some pages taken from the minutes of the last SAUA Council Meeting, unedited and untouched. Read them, they're hilarious. We kid you not.

7.1.4. Environment Conference

The Chair said that this was men-
tioned in the Environment Officer’s
report.

Tapewas changed, and due to opera-
tor error a previously taped side was
erased.

7.2.1. S&M Night

Mr Deaner said other than a Rocky
Horror Night, what other suggestions
were there?

Ms Woon suggested coming up with
areally cool line, inferring cross dress-
ing. Unfortunately, she couldn’t think
of one off the top of her head.

The Chairsaiditappeared that Coun-
cil didn’t like the idea of an S&M
Night, but preferred the idea of across
dressing night.

Mr Deaner said that he thought that
the S&M Night as a whole was still a
good idea. Mr Deaner’s view, through

discussions at ASC and Union Activi-

ties and generally, is that people are
~ interested in having an S&M Night.
Mr Deaner said that people can al-
ways leave an evening if it is not what

Activities/Campaigns Vice President Matt
Deaner attempts a new way of winning -
Council approval for the S&M Night.

they expect it to be. Mr Deaner said
that as a whole he wouldn’t really
wanttochangeit. Mr Deaner said that
the idea of a Rocky Horror night was
too dorky; Cross Dressing was too
restrictive, whereas S&M was a little
more adventurous and dangerous. Mr
Deaner continued by saying that if
Council wasn’t happy with this idea,
then he was happy to shelve it from a
SAUA pointofviewand runit through
Union Activities.

Ms Shaw said that her concern was
that it shouldn’t happen in the first
place.

Mr Deaner said that he thought this
idea would work, it had sponsorship,
it had backing.

MsMcCourt asked if there would be
bondage.

Mr Deaner said that if there was a
rack and someone wanted to tie them-
selves up for ten minutes then it would
be funny.

Ms Shaw said that she thought it was
a hotbed for intimidation, things to
escalate, things to go wrong, sexual

"harassment. Ms Shaw said that she

didn’t think it was appropriate at all.
Mr Deaner said in that case it would
go through Union Activities.
- Ms Shaw said
that there may be
people at the
meeting who se-
cretly like the
idea, if Mr
Deaner wantedto
put the idea to a
vote, she didn’t
want to force
through drop-
ping the idea.
Mr Deaner said
that 'he would
drop it from a
SAUA point of
. view becauseifhe
was going to put
time and effort
into organisingit.
Mr Deaner. said
that he wasn’t

- _going to

~get

Council support for this he had other
things to do with his life.

Ms McCourt said that in terms of
what Ms England had said previously
inviting in a specific crowd which had
differentintentions...inaudible...could

‘result in problems on the night as they

would not get what they expected.

Mr Deaner said that from a point of
people on Council he didn’t share the
same...

The Chair asked if this was going to
be a dress up night.

Ms England said that S&M referred
to a very specific category. It refers to
a very specific type of behaviour. Ms
England said that she didn’t think that
there would be any ambiguity about
what kind of evening was being put on
if he continued with this idea. Ms
England continued by saying that as
she knew of people who were involved
in this activity, she knew what their
expectations of this clubwould be, Ms
England believed that Mr Deaner s
idea and this part of the community’s
idea are very disparate.

Mr Deaner said that he would just
drop the idea.

‘The Chair said that she believed that
what people had a problem with, was

- what the evening was being called

Mr Deaner said that itwasn’t hisidea
to call the evening an S&M Night, it
wasn’teven hisidea tohave the evening.

General yelling ensued.

Mr Deaner said that what he would

like to see at this Council was a differ-

ent name being comie up with, or else
the idea would be dropped from a

-SAUA point of view.

The Chair asked why not call it the
Rocky Horror Night.
~Ms England suggested calling the
evening  Queen’s Night Out, except

that it would be a few months out

from the Queen’s Birthday.
Ms Buitler asked Mr Deanet to de-

~scribe to Council what he envisaged.

Mr Deaner said bizarre costumes,
maybe sexual; maybe not, something

“interesting.

Ms Woon said that this wasn’t S&M.

"The Chair asked if anything wasworn

for S&M.

Ms Butler said that she thought that
it was important that this be talked
about, seeing as Council had got this
far. However, she still didn’t have a
clear picture of what Mr Deaner was
proposing, because it was obviously
not S&M.

Mr Deaner said if Council wished, he
would let the ASC members who could
then come to a Council meeting. Mr
Deaner said that the best person to
talk was Marian Clarkin. Mr Deaner
said that it sounded like a good idea at
the time, he went along with it. There
were no problems at ASC and there
wasn’t any problems at Union Activi-
ties.

The Chair said that SAUA Council
would endorse a fancy dress night ofa
name that implied cross dressing.
SAUA Council would not be happy to
supportan S&M Night. Chair asked if
she was getting the right message.

Ms Shaw agreed. Ms Shaw said that
this wasn’t personal, however if he
was reporting back from ASC the rea-
son to report back is for Council to
approve or not approve. .Council
shouldn’t feel beholden to approve it,
if they disagreed with the idea.

Ms Woon said that it wasn’t the idea
of the night, it was the name.

Ms McCourt said there hadn’t been
concern addressed in other areas be-
cause obviously there hadn’t been peo-
ple who were perhaps as fluent with
the definition of S&M, so it hadn’t
been a concern.

The Chair suggested taking this back
to ASC with the idea that they look
into a cross dressing night, and come
up with a groovy name for this night.

Ms McCourt asked if this could be
discussed when Ms Clarkin had re-
turned.

7.2.2 SAUA Shirts

Mr Deaner asked if everyone had

“bought one yet. Ms Giglio had bought

‘a shirt.

VIRGIN ON THE RIDICULOUS.



