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Think about your time as a'student at the University of Adelaide. What
kind of learning environment are you in? The University of Adelaide is a fine
sandstone university, established in 1874, and situated in the heart of the
city, on a boulevard of cultural delights. It is one of the oldest in Australia,
and holds a place in the Group of Eight top universities in the country. It has
produced two Nobel Prize graduates and ‘many Rhodes Scholars. Graduates
from the most prestigious South Australian high schools vie to gain entry to
Law, Medicine, Dentistry and Engineering courses taught at North Terrace.

Now look behind the sandstone. Some faculties and departments suffer
crippling cuts (take, for example, Humanities and Social Sciences’ Department
of Social Inquiry) whilst others prosper under the windfalls of corporatisation
(like the Santos School of Petroleum Engineering). The average tutorial

‘size-is 22 stuclents and Humamtles and. Social -Science and: Law

students in particular will be familiar with the new ‘seminar’
size: an overgrown tutorial that is slimmed down by a
name change. It is not uncommon-for students to
be expected to fork out hetween $50 and' $500
to purchase necessary study materials for their
courses at the start of each semester (although
often the inclusion of one copy of a reader
is considered - sufficient to render the °
purchase of it ‘optional’), Qur retention
rate for indigenous students is one of the
lowest in the country. Degrees - like the
fledgling Bachelor of Media - are cohbled -
together to compete with neighbouring
universities without enough support for
the students enrolled in it (18 months
after its inception, there is still no
school or department of media; rather, it
is a patchwork of humanities and social
science subjects). -Front page articles in
The Advertiser declare the University of
Adelaide’s finances are'in the red, big time,
Campus culture is in depressing decline as:
students . spend less time on campus and-are
forced to seek part-time-or.even full-time work
to support themselves, thanks to a depleted welfare
system, -0

Compare this to the un1ver31ty days of the 19/03 that
our parents do - and many of our politicians can ~ tell us about. :
Gough Whitlam was. voted in as Prime Minister in' 1972, “and by 1974
student fees had been abolished and the'federal government had assumed
responsibility for funding. The number of universities and students increased.
Young people whose parents never even dreamed of finishing high school,

. let alone attending un1vers1ty, had the opportumty to benefit from tertlary j

education.

Our elected leaders are among: these fortunate peopte M1n1ster for“

Education Brendan Nelson had a go at a Bachelor of Economics right here
at the University of Adelaide ‘before completmg a’ Bachelor of Medical

Science at Flinders in 1982. He paid no fees. The Federal Treasurer, Peter

Costello, finished a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws, plus Honours, at

happening. Commentary on this year's Federal Budget in the Sydney Morning
Herald reminded us of Fightback, the electoral platform offered by Liberal
John Hewson in 1993 that was then labelled by critics as “the longest
suicide note in history” when it failed at the ballot box. As Riley and Millett
of the SMH point out, a decade on, it is still very much alive. “Fightback’s
supposedly indigestible agenda has in fact been swallowed (critics would say
force-fed) largely intact, albeit over a much longer time than was envisaged
by its architect,” they wrote. Regardless of who won the 1993 election,
Australians are now bearing the unprecedented burden of the user- pays

* system (consider the ‘slow, painful death of Medicare). The characteristics
of university life at Adelaide discussed earlier are the symptoms of a slow-

developmg malady that, it seems, needs the passing of new legislation before
a diagnosis is made.

The Howard Government knows that the reforms
outlined in its Crossroads Review will disadvantage
already marginalised Australians. In the past
fortnight it has been revealed that senior
public servants in the federal Department
of Education were instructed to remove or
rewrite key parts of the National Report
on Australia’s Higher Education Sector
2001 before it was released. These
key parts were said to jeopardise the
Federal Government's assertion that
no one would be disadvantaged if
new fees were introduced. Deleted
sections included figures showing
that after the Government raised fees
‘in 1997, applications for university
entry had fallen, especially from older
students-and those of socio-econemic
disadvantage. As per usual, the relevant
federal ~government department heads
just  don't remember. Margo Kingston
questioned the government’s penchant for

spin over substance on August 12:
The big question in my mind is: Does the
government. not want Australians to know the
facts or is it that it doesn't want to know itself? Is it
s0-ideologically determined to privatise universities and
make the user pay.regardless of circumstances that it closes
‘ its own eyes to the truth? Is spin the only priority? Is the government so

corrupt that it will only see facts which justify its pre-determined position?

Does it care at all how jts policies affect Australians?
It seems that the answer is no. So what can we do about it? As old styles
of activism- fizzles in an increasingly individualistic, apathetic society, it's

~ time for fresh ideas. It seems most students currently at university don’t
‘think that the Crossroads reforms won't affect them. They already are. They
will probably affect their younger siblings and friends who expect a tertiary
_education: They will definitely affect their children, who will expect the
- tertiary education their parents enjoyed. Education once again needs to be
- seen as something that benefits all of society, not just those who “have seen

‘Monash in 1971. He paid no fees. Prime Minister John Howard belongs toa
[ slightly older generation, completmg a Bachelor of Laws at the University of -
Sydney in 1960. He paid just $84 in his first year. (1957) and was awarded.
a scholarship for'the: subsequent years. Our. younger elected representativ
~were also beneflcmnes of a ter‘uary educatlon sectoy u

the inside of a university”, An accessible education means a smart society,
Anybody who las ever sent their children to school, seen a doctor, needed
legal representation, driven on aroad or learnt something from a television
documentary has beneﬁted from a .,oc:lety that value., further educa’uon




Late last - century, our
swallowing neighbours to the south
introduced a scheme similar to Nelson's
Higher Education Loan Programme
(HELP). The main similarity between
HELP and the New Zealand system is the
decision to charge interest on student
loans {up to $50,000 in Australia).
Currently, Australian student debt is
interest free (excluding inflation), while
New Zealand students are expected to
pay market equivalent interest on their
loans.

As a result, generational debt
has skyrocketed. In 1999, economic
modelling revealed that it would take
the average male university student 17
years to repay a loan of $20,000, while
it would take the average female student
51 years to pay off a similar loan. Perhaps
the most disconcerting statistic is the
prediction that New Zealand’s national
student debt will reach a whopping
$20 billion by 2020 - that's over 25
percent of Gross Domestic Product. This
has wide-reaching social and economic
consequences, including students’ ability
to buy a home, apply for a loan, start a
business, procreate or even stay in the
country.
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In order to escape / repay their
debt, many New Zealand students are
emigrating to Australia in search of
employment. Between 1997-1998 and
1999-2000 nearly four per cent of New
Zealand's total professional workforce
emigrated to Australia alone. In 1999,
approximately 25 per cent of all
graduating vets moved overseas, creating
a shortage of veterinary expertise,
particularly in rural areas. In that same
year, the New Zealand Medical Association
reports that at least 350 junior doctors
high tailed it across the Tasman, creating
a shortage of doctors practising in less
lucrative areas of medicine.

Even more disturbing is the scheme’s
impact on the student’s ability to take
out a decent loan. In 2002, the New
Zealand University Student’s Association
(NZUSA) surveyed a random sample
of bank managers and loans officers
in order to discover whether student
debt affected students’ ability to he
approved for mortgages, personal
loans and credit cards. The written
responses were surprisingly frank. One
respondent wrote: “Student loans are
now becoming more important as the
burden of servicing student debt in
addition to say a mortgage loan has a
very real weighting on any approval.”
Another respondent believed that “in
many respects, the whole student loan
scheme is having a negative impact on
the borrowing potential of graduates.”
This is heavy stuff coming from bank
managers who are technically required
to ignore income-contingent loans.

As such, the NZUSA study found that
“51 per cent of those who had received
applications from clients with student
loans had cited student loans as a
contributing factor in declining finance.”
At 34 per cent, mortgage applications
were the most likely to be declined. Not

surprisingly, the number of students
living at home is increasing by the year.

Finally, and perhaps most
disturbingly, comes the impact that
crippling student debt has on our
already dwindling fertility rate. For a
government so obsessed with growth,
it seems surprising that the Coalition
is endeavouring to impede our ability
to procreate. Australia’s fertility rate

is currently around 1.75 children per
couple - significantly lower than the
rate of 2.1 children needed to replace the
current population. New Zealand’s rate of
population growth has stagnated at 1.75
percent for the last few years - some have
already suggested that this is in part due
to the financial obstacles faced by young
New Zealanders - students in particular.
An ageing population is far from a
pleasant prospect, and not just because
it will inevitably lead to an increase in
the popularity of gardening and howme
renovation shows. Governments on
both sides of the Tasman have already
conceded that the current generation
will have to retire much later in order
to support the growing number of
pensioners (many of whom enjoyed the
benelits of a free tertiary education).

Ask most people and they'll tell you
that New Zealand is far more progressive
than Australia in terms of culture,
social justice and the environment.
Nevertheless, if the Howard Government
is successful in adopting a Higher
Education Loans Programme similar to
New Zealand's, students can expect to be
burdened with nightmarish debt for the
better part of their lives.

Tristan Mahoney

Adaped from The Council of Australian
Postgraduate  Associations  Research
Paper: ‘The social and economic impact of
student debt’, March 2003.



It is almost two years since the US-
led invasion of Afghanistan began, yet
a recent wave of Taliban attacks has
aggrevated security concerns in the
already fragile nation. Struggling to
overcome decades of political hardship
and war, Afghanistan relies heavily on
humanitarian aid and international
peacekeepers to maintain stability.
While President Hamid Karzai 1s faced
with the difficult j the

nation’s reconstruction, the role of the
international community has never heen
more important.

President Karzai belives that the
recent militant regroupings are not
serious, but according to UN secretary
Kofi Annan, the attacks (which have
killed 60 people in the past month alone)
show signs of deteroriating security
across the country.

The US-led coalition is still present in
Afhganistan, where the search continues
for al Qa'eda and Taliban followers
and whilst security in the capital is
maintained by the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF), aid agencies
assert the need for greater peace
keeping forces in the provinces. The UN
and President Karzai have repeatedly
called for an extension of the Kabul
based security force and Australia is now
considering sending SAS troops back to
Afghanistan, to a conflict many thought
was aver.

According to a recent study by
humanitarian organisation CARE,
Afghanistan has the lowest ratio of
peacekeepers to population of any recent
post-conflict country. While East Timor
had one peacekeeper to every 86 people
the ratio in Afghanistan is one to every
5,380 Afghans. According to CARE, the
resurgence of the Taliban and increased
violence throughout the country is
undermining important reconstruction
as militant attacks are now targeting
foreign ‘troops and humanitardan
organisations. '

Although the US remains positive
about progress in Afghanistan, Kevin
Henry of CARE warned that “nothing
less than the future of Afghanistan is at
stake if security does not improve”, As
the planned date for the implementation

ondit@adelaide

edu.au

of the disarmament, demobilisation and
reintegration (DDR) continues to be
postponed CARE has called on foreign
governments and aid agencies to fulfill
their promises to the beleaguered nation
and to ensure that security conditions
improve. “The international community
must zero in and solve security problems
so that the Afghan people can have
increased confidence and trust in the
ad to peace,” said Henry. According to

CARE, security and nation-wide stahility
are vital for Afghanistan to ensure the
successful implementation of a new
constitution and free and fair elections
in 2004.

Last month the Australian Foreign
Affairs Minister Alexander Downer
announced that Australia had allocated
more than %6.3 billion in aid to meet
the ongoing costs of recovery and the
humanitarian needs in Afghanistan.
“This assistance will enhance the ability
of the Afghan government to build a
functioning and stable state through
the provision of essential services to the
people of Afghanistan,” he said.

Australian-Afghan relations began in
the 1890s when Afghan cameleers came
to Australia and played an important
role in the exploration and development
of our continent. The Adelaide to Alice
Springs train, the Ghan, is named in
their honour. Large numbers of Afghanis
also migrated to Australia during the
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and
there are now Afghan communities in all
our major cities,

Australia and Afghanistan
established diplomatic representation
in 2002 and the most recent allocation
of aid is an important step towards
continued relations. According to the
Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr
A. Abdullah, Australia has played an
important role in combating: terrorism
and in the reéconstruction of Afghanistan.
“Our rapidly growing formal ties with
Australia are unique in their kind. The
announcement of fresh Australian aid is
another sign of our friendly relatlons

‘he said. .

President Karzai, who has already
survived one  assassination attempt,
has more struggles ahead and needs the

continued support of the international
community. This is  particularly
important since the resurgence of the
Taliban, who are attempting to topple
the recently appointed Karzai whom
they see as ‘America’s man” and to win
back the nation in a holy war.

The increased activity of Taliban
guerillas is now threatening the
livelihood of the Afghani people. An
attack in the southern province of
Hemland, last week, killed six children
whilst an attack on a remote Afghan
government -post killed a driver for a
United States aid organisation.

The security in Afghanistan is one
of the many problems the nation faces
as it emerges into the new millennium.
Afghanistan is one of the most heavily
mined countries in the world and
according to a preliminary needs
assessment compiled by the World Bank
and the Asian Development Bank, this
is merely one of the many problems the
nation faces. According to UN secretary
Kofi Annan other high priority areas
include the reintegration of former
combatants; revival of economic activity;
a fairer justice system, democratic
institutions and mechanisms to protect
human rights; increased access to safe
water; sanitation, schools, health care
and roads; ensuring the country is no
longer a haven for terrorists or drug
traffickers; ending violence against
women; protecting children’s rights;
and ensuring security throughout the
country.

“The deteriorating security situation
is identified as the main challenge facing
the Afghan peace progress and the
international community is called upon
to continue its strong engagement in
Afghanistan” said Annan in his quarterly
report on the central Asian nation.
Australia’s recent aid donation to the
long-suffering people of Afghanistan is
merely one step in the right direction.

It is now 20 months since the US
began its ‘war on terror’ and overthrew
the Taliban militia yet the real war has
only just begun. Taliban and al-Qaeda
extremists have risen from the rubble
and - contiriue to evade the US-led
coalition making regular assaults not
only on Afghan and foreign troops but
also humanitarian targets. The continued
deaths of civilians demonstrate the
long suffering of the Afghani people
and highlight the importance .of the
worldwide community in bringing peace
and stability to Afghanistan.
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Last Friday night the Wills Student
Lounge played host to the annual ballot
draw for the Students’ Association and
Adelaide University Union student
elections, The main attraction of the
event is the fact that candidates find out
who they're up against and their ranking
on the ballot paper, which is crucial in
apathetic electorates such as student
bodies where donkey and reverse donkey
voting carries more weight than usual.
"It also provides factions with the chance
to eye off each others” numbers and get
drunk in the bar together afterwards.

It must be said that the ballot draw
of August 15 was the most pissweak in
recent years, with a disappointing 38 or
so candidates and hangers-on lounging
on the sofas and coffee tables of the
Wills. Even the traditional clapping from
fellow faction members as a candidate’s
name was read out was distinctly listless
and sporadic. In fact, each of the three
independent student media teams
received the most applause, even if it
was just from the other student media
candidates. Set up in loose groupings
were representatives from the Labor
Left (NOLS), Make a Difference (MAD),
the Independents, and a couple of
Liberals and ‘small i’ independents. The
stronghold of the Labor Right (Unity)
faction of 2000-2001 appears to have
been significantly weakened, with barely
a Unity face in sight.,

NOLS certainly seems to have become
a force to be reckoned with, especially
considering 2001 was the first year it ran
an office bearer candidate. This year there
are five NOLS candidates for President
(presumably because preselection is
yet to be finalised, and all but one will
withdraw), and three other office bearer
positions. Despite their small gathering
at the ballot draw, MAD have nominated
six office bearer candidates, which should
prove interesting considering MAD's

s AT

recently close relationship with NOLS
- if a deal is struck, some candidates
will have to drop out. The Liberals have
apparently also nominated candidates
for all office bearer positions except
Activities/Campaigns Vice-President,
Female Sexuality Officer and Orientation
Co-ordinator.

The  Students’ Association in
particular seems in desperate need of
some fresh, motivated, competent blood,
with a possibly unprecedented five 2003
office bearers coming back for a second
go at bearing office in 2004. Sarah
Hanson-Young, Georgia Phillips and
Adelle Neary are running for President,
with Emma O'Loughlin wanting to try
her hand at Women's Officer and Tristan
Mahoney nominating to accompany two
new editors for On Dit 2004. As usual,
there are some perennial favourites
having a go at the election game. MAD
stalwart Cathy Godfrey is back for her
fourth consecutive election, with up
until now no successful nominations
~ could this be her year? This year's
election broadsheet will also point to a
fading of hacks of the late 905 / early
2000s era, with Alida Parente and Tom
Radzevicius joining the ranks of Tanisha
Hewanpola, Brad Kitschke and Susie
Young as old hands who've decided it's
time to give it a rest, nomination-wise,
anyway. Only time will tell if we'll see
these well-known faces campaigning on
the ground, come September 1.

Elections this year are also bound to
lack a sense of humour, given that there
are no apparent joke tickets nominating
this year. Sigh.

Look out for On Dit's Guide to Student
Elections in next edition, out September
1!

Gemma Clark
& Bonnie Cruickshank

%

SAUA President

Georgia Phillips
Sarah Hanson-Young
Phillip Stojan

Alice Campbell
James Simpson
Siobhan Reed

Adelle Neary

Jimmy Kiploks
Claudia Oakeshott

Education Vice-President

Min Guo

Aurelia Stapleton
Leigh Hughes
Michael van Dissell
Hawk By

Activities/Campaigns
Vice-President

Belle Haramond
Bek Cornish

Women's Officer

Amy McDonell
Fiona Richardson
Amanda Wong
Emma 0'Loughlin
Samantha Bowden

Environment Officer

James Bourke
Stephen Kellett

Female Sexuality Officer

Kate Stryker
Ruth McDaid

Male Sexuality Gfficer

Ben Ernst
Daniel Varrichio
Adam Roe
Alan Han

Orientation Co-ordinator

Victor Stamatescu
Ann Mitchell
Vivienne Holloway

On Dit
Sara-Jane King, James Cameron &
Tristan Mahoney

Matthew Oshorn, Carly Norman &
Lucy Ward

Student Radio

Emma Toop & Dan Murphy
{unopposed)

North Terrace

Elizabeth House

231 North Terrace
Adelaide

Telephone: 8223 2713
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Last month the University of Ad-
elaide decided to change the structure of
its full fee paying places in order to make
them more inviting to young South Aus-
tralians. Since 1998 the University has
had the ability to fill up‘”25 per cent of

SAUA pushes emergency resolution
through Academic Board

cut down on its averloading, even before
the changes are debated in parliament,
and try to encourage as many students
as possible to take up a full fee place.
The Vice-Chancellor, James McWha, has
said he is hoping for 100 extra students
to take up a full fee place from next year.
In order to encourage them the Univer-
sity has decided to lower of the required
TER scores for domestic full fee paying

students to fall 1n11ne with the 1ntema-

ture, the university continues to ignore
the inequity of domestic full fee paying
places.

“The bottom line of it all is the Stu-
dents’ Association of the University of
Adelaide opposes domestic upfront fee
places. We object to the Totion-that a
student’s money matters more thidn thejr
mind, The ability to buy your way into
umvemty is not what. higher educati

The next meeting of the Academic Board will be held

Wednesday September 3 at 2.30pm in the University Council Room, level 7 of the Wills Building.
All students and staff who are interested in participating in the debate,

ondit@adelaide.edu.au

please feel free to attend and voice your concerns.

addressed to the SAUA

resident Sarah HanSon~Young

n  anddropitinto the Students’ Association in the Lady Symon
Building, North Terrace Campus or oherno’nvely email:

soroh honson@odelmde edu au

~on Dit 71.14




Dear Editors,

I am writing in response to the article
entitled “The Death of Campus Culture”,
penned by our less than enthusiastic
Activities and Campaigns Vice President
Adelle Neary (On Dit Volume 71, Edition
13).

I relate my concerns regarding the
opinions espoused in this column to the
following excerpt from the 2002 Election
Broadsheet re: Activities and Campaigns
Vice-President. This is the position
Adelle Neary nominated for and was
elected into: '

SAUA  ACTIVITIES/CAMPAIGNS  VICE-
PRESIDENT (1 position, paid, half time)
Co-ordinator and facilitator of SAUA's
activities for students and campaigns
to promote student interests during the
year.

A second excerpt that has raised my
concerns appeared in Sexualidit Vol. 71
Edition 12:

Vice-President Adelle Neary led the charge
with this one, going so far as to suggest
that the Activities Department - her own

department - be downsized or abolished -

altogether to finance this restructure.
Stating that the Activities Department
~. most famous for the provision of

beer, ‘bands ‘and barbecues, in recent.

years ariyway - ‘was the "least relevant
Cto the Students’ Association’s aims”,
Vice-President Neary assessed her own
portfolio as being the easiest department

to-sacrifice”, “I didn't set out to destroy

the department”, she added.

Ms. Neary's opinion article’ seems
poignant  following = these
published in the previous editioh of On
Dit. Poignant, that is, if one neglected
to notice that the ‘yet another boat race’

comments.

picture featured with that article is from
0'Week of 1997 (just six years ago) and
that same Orientation Coordinator later

‘became the Activities and Campaigns

Vice-President of 1998. In this position,
the aforementioned ACVP - Alida Parente,
managed to keep the Barr Smith Lawns
full and her raliies raging. She managed
this despite 1996/7/8 being the years
that Amanda Vanstone ripped the guts
out of higher education.

Hence, the question may once again
be posed: has campus culture died or has
Adelle Neary killed it? I agree that the
cost of living has escalated at a greater
rate than has Youth Allowance. Similarly,
the cost of studying has increased;
photocopying and readings which used
to be provided free of charge have
now reached such costs as to require
a position in a student’s fortnightly
budget.

However, as I recall, in 1996/7/8
(please forgive me if the phrase springs
to mind “In my day....”) students did
work part time and still never had any
money. Despite this. campus culture
could have been described as thriving,
rallies bordered on riots, the lawns were
full from 1lam-3pm, there was music
in the Cloisters every Thursday (can
anyone remember that we used to have
a professional in-house whose job it was
just to book bands on campus?) and
the Unibar was wall to wall and awash
with beer on a Friday night...Just watch
Paul’s eyes mist over when you ask him
about it!

So, if it isn't money that makes
students stay away, what is it? Two-
thirds of Adelle’s article details why
campus culture is Imperative for
students” wellbeing. The. fact that this
article is published one week after her
comments expressing the expendability
of the Activities Department leaves great
big question marks in On Dit readers’
minds.

One big question we have relates

to the ACVP's job description, included
above, especially the excerpt that reads
“to promote students’ interests”, If
participating in activities and campaigns
is as vital as Adelle claims, then is it
not within her job description to ensure
that students do participate, rather than
make excuses as to why they don't?

I think the answer is made clear by
Adelle’s comments quoted from the SAUA
Council ‘meeting: “I didn't set out to
destroy the department”. Well Adelle,
maybe you didn't, but the fact that
you never believed in your position in

‘the first place was the first nail in the

coffin.
Sincerely,

Anonymous

(Author chooses to remain
anonymous due to
upcoming elections)
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ED,

Ireturned to my car after a hard day of
rather fruitless studying (made infinitely
harder by the chronic, systemic under
funding of this institution). So there’s
a note on the windscreen pointing out
that I was straddling two car parks. I'm
an amputee so they were disabled ones.
Okay, so a person’s in a bit of a rush and
made a genuine mistake, but of little real
issue as the second of the parks has 20
metres of clear space behind it, and I
know that the parking officers are guite
flexible with disabled parking. You could
have parked a bus behind my car!

So why am I writing this? Because
I hardly appreciate the vitriolic,
nasty, puerile, invective-filled diatribe
of personal insults that came, along with
threats, in what only needed to be a
polite note. ‘

Are you having trouble dealing with
your emotions? If so, go and see someone
rather than getting so upset over a minor
issue. Life will improve for all.

Perhaps you think that anonymously
venting your spleen at strangers is
appropriate behaviour, after all it's big
in Hollywood.

But "let me ask you, what
improvement to the world has your note
brought? If you thought that I parked
that way deliberately, do you really think
your note would make any difference? Or
was it just about YOU feeling better, like
you've struck some huge blow for human
rights and dignity? Or did you not think,
only reacting instead?

AU T can say is, chill out - save your
poisonous pen for people who lock up
refugees and their children, who wage
war on civilians in the name of freedom
(to take their oil) or who put profit over
humanity. These are things worth being
so angry about, write to these people.

Who knows? Instead of just getting
yourself wound up and totally losing
the plot, you may actually do something
that makes the world a better place,

Duncan

| onsseom

Ignorance: lack of knowledge and/or
information.

I am writing to On Dit to voice my
concern about . the growing cost of

education and also (as.a person who -

calls country South Australia home) the
burden of living costs in order to study
and live in Adelaide.

It is not so much the increase in costs

_ondit@adelaide.edu.au

that I want to talk about, although this
is a major concern of mine. I would rather
like to vent my anger about the people
who are studying at university and seem
to be totally ignorant and oblivious to
the changes that could to be imposed
on students very soon. There have been
ample amounts of information about the
proposed higher education reforms, both
in the media and around the campus, yet
some people refuse to believe that these
reforms will be introduced.

WE ARE AT A CRISIS POINT! If
something is not done about it, they
WILL be introduced, and you WILL be
paying copious amounts of money for
a university education. So everyone
out there who is either ignorant, stupid
or just plain oblivious LISTEN UP, start
doing something about this issue or
you won't be able to afford to study at
a tertiary level. It doesn't take a lot of
effort. Just being aware of the issue and
its impact on your education is a start.

Anonymous

Thursdays
om- 2am!

All Night Drink Specials
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$3.50 Tequila Shots
$3.00 Cowboy Shots

DJ’s - Free Entry
Drink Specials

175 Nth Tce Adelaide
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If there is a magazine better suited
to big-toothed eastern sububanite Law
students than Hilarian, I'd like to see
it. Eight pages devoted to Law Ball?
A double page spread on Oakbank?
Shameless!

Newsflash: Law students arent as
dignified as they would like to think,
While Hilarian 1is perpetuating the
latte-swilling Law student stereotype,
many are trying to trudge through an
increasingly unsympathetic Law School.
I for one am embarrassed and ashamed
on behalf of the AULSS.

Dan

PS: The Law Ball is nothing more
than an excuse for a bunch of toffs who
can't hold their liquor to relive their
private school formals, Yuck.

The first article I submitted to On Dit
was entitled ‘Marketing Makes me Cross’,
a slightly angry diatribe about the
then recent trend of what I called cross
marketing - the big business practice
of linking one product or service to
another, often completely unrelated one.

The most glaring example. of this was.

the Woolworth's Petrol gutlets that had
just opened and rewarded supermarket
customers with five percent off their
fuel bill. The article argued that such
arrangements ‘were a subtle form .of

customer coercion and limited the ablhtyl
of comsumer to exercise their right of
choice, fundamental to a fair capitalist
system. Until very recently I was quite’
happy with the piece and its literary and.

argumentative qualities, however having

scoured through the. On Dit archives
and read it again I can confidently say.

that it is a poorly thought out bunch

of bollocks, but I stand by the general

sentiments expressed therein.:

This week Id like to: return to*

the subject of marketing and a new
trend which is possibly dangerous and
certainly annoying, that of product
diversification. -

-As much as I love chocolate I think
that Cadbury’s overstepped the mark.

No longer content with vaguely scary,
old mad professors rambling on about .

a glass and a half of dairy.cream milk,
the marketing department has turned to
product diversification and is trying to
ensure you can purchase a chocolate bar
based altematlve to any major sweet food
group. There are Cherry R1pe ice creams,
Cadbury chacolate brownies, Crunchi
milk shakes,: even Top Deck: cake mi
That and every time you wander down
that sweet sweet confectlonary aisle at

the supermarket there seems to be a.new

half-arsed variation of a chocolate bar or
at the very least a slightly different size

The public concern that justice has
not heen served in the Nemer case may
be warranted from a “paying a debt to
society” point of view. It can also be
said that Jeffrey Williams may feel that
Nemer has been let off much too lightly.
However, it may pay to remember
that Williams' trauma will most likely
be addressed somewhat if and when
civil litigation is pursued by Williams
against Nemer. In this case, Williams will
collect substantial punitive and, more
importantly, general damages in a court
where liability is far easier to establish
than guilt, asin a criminal trial.

Adam

has made it on to the shelves.

Such diversity can also be found
in the fizzy drink market,  Coca-Cola
comes in eight or so different varieties
(although I'm yet to see Caffeine Free
Diet Vanilla Coke with Lemon, I'm-sure
it's not too far off). Pepsi comes in funny
blue flavour which tastes as: though
someone ‘has dropped a’few menthol
cotigh lollies in your bottle. And how

many bloody colours does Fanta come in

now days? Years ago people used to come
back from overseas and. talk about all

the crazy Fanta flavours and Cherry: Coke
and Dr Pepper. and all sorts of drinks not

: avallable here, and I used to thmk it

would be so great to have them all, but
now that they're all here and then some,
send ‘em back I say - I don't like them
and I don’t need them. :
And need is a critical - fac
here. In the days. of yore shops a
manufacturers  were ~gerterally in the
business of ‘providing people with stuff
at actually needed or at the very
least wanted. Nowadays our curiosity is
gently masturbated to the point that the
manufacturers are directing our desires
and tastes. Eventually people cotton on
to the crudiness of the new alternative,

s.compete,
Lemonade start to look a bit dull and

~shiny stuff, and smaller producers are

. products with'on a regular basis. We will

‘with no real competition.

but by that time it's off the market and
a newer and more improved variation i
available.

I don't think there would be too much |
dispute that the trend is annoying and |
confusing, but is there any harm in it? |
Isn't it all justa bit of fun seeing what |
ridieulous Kit Kat they come up with
next month? ‘Aside from encouraging |
rampant = consumerism, - obesity and
over-spending, these endless, needless
varieties are-also making it increasingly
difficult’ for ~'smaller operations to
Crown: Mints and Woodies

sameish in comparison to all the mew
simply incapable if coming up with new

eventually be left with one company
making 600 different types of Mars bars

The ‘trend towards multinational
monopolies is not limited to the sugary
foods market, Research and development
of new lines:is becoming less concerned
with utility or fulfilling a want or a
need, and more about creating subtle
variations of ‘existing popular products.
Consumerism:is. all about having thé
power to choose, but it appears that the
more supermarket shelves are packed
with these endless and empty options,
the less choice we truly have.

Steven Robeit

Next edition: Do you drive for
pleasure or transportation?
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John Howard's
latest so-called “reforms” to our
university system are about much, much
more than the usual budget cuts and fee
rises. Although it is students who will
largely bear the cost of education under
the new system, its real target is our civil
society.

At the heart of civil society is public
debate and action around political
issues outside the government structure.
Howard loathes this community spirit.
Over the last seven years, he has played
down the social functions of government
and played up what he calls “individual
responsibility”. With his strategy of
division, resentment, and insecurity, he
has totally shut down constructive public
debate on issues such as immigration
and indigenous rights. He has also
bred distrust of trade unions and other
community organisations.

Why does Howard attack civil society
tike this? His purpose is to force people
to think and act in their own immediate
self-interests, rather than collectively
or in solidarity with the disadvantaged.
He fears that sympathy for the needy,
the poor, and the oppressed will bring
people together to challenge wealth and
privilege.

The education reforms push this
ideological agenda forward in three main
ways. First, they undermine the ability

Make no mistake.

Everyone knows there are heaps of
costs involved in being a uni student.
Yet what you may not know is that you
are being charged illegally for many of
these costs. ' .

When HECS was introduced -all
universities were prohibited  from
charging ancillary fees as'a condition for
receiving Commonwealth funding. The
intention was to not allow universities
to charge students for things that are
necessary for the successful completion
of the course, It as intended that the
cost of these items be included in your
HECS debt. ‘

So what are ancillary fees, I hear you
say? Well, they are the fees that you
have to pay to study that aren't included

in your HECS debt, ranging from course -

outlines, readers, to lab coats and lecture

of education to level our community
out. Most students would agree that
we all have the same right to be here,
regardless of what our parents eam.
So, traditionally, our university system
has been seen to provide families from
all walks of life the chance to escape
conditions of economic disadvantage.

Yet Howard's proposed system,
which shifts the cost of education from
society on to the student, will favour the
privileged few over needier students of
equal merit. Only recently the University
of Adelaide cut its entrance scores for
domestic students who can afford to
pay full fees. Soon full fees will even be
made compulsory in some circumstances.
Moreover, student debt will hit us much
harder and for much longer, further
handicapping  women,  indigenous
people, and students from low-income
families, who are all more vulnerable to
lifelong debt.

Not only will this entrench the
current social and economie inequality
in our society, it will also introduce a
new element of social division. Only the
students from the richest families will be
able to go to the best universities. The
rest of us will be lumped with second-
rate, underfunded leftovers, if not left
out altogether.

Secondly, the reforms will undermine
the other social role of our university

ke ale N s Un

notes. Things that all students know are
necessary for the completion of your
course. Yet, things that the university
say are charges for additional services
provided,

While the university may tell you
that these services aren't essential, any
student will tell you they are. Students
studying Arts, law, Engineering,
Medicine, Economics or any discipline
will tell you that the first thing they
hear when they walk into a preliminary
lecture is that course outlines, readers,
and notes are available from Image Copy
for X amount for dollars.

Arts students whether they study
Media, Politics, English - or History

will tell you that course readers are a
necessity, and are often not. cheap. They
contain essential readings for the course

system, as the engine room of civil society.
Our academic and research departments
usually function to drive public debate
forward and to foster critical thought.
They also tend to leave our future
doctors, lawyers, and scientists with
values of rationality, open-mindedness,
and social responsibility.

For Howard, this is not the role of our
university system at all. In his language,
our students and graduates are future
“workers”, never “thinkers”. The last
lesson which he wants the workers of the
state to learn is how to think critically.
Instead, he sees education as politically
neutral, as a commedity to be bought or
sold like a house or car. Howard wants an
education system where learning has no
value except to make money for business
after we graduate.

So his reforms will suck away funding
for research from most universities.
They will also limit what academics can
freely say and do by forcing them on to
individual workplace agreements which
put their jobs at risk.

Thirdly, Howard wants to drive away

the notion that education is shared by

the whole of society and to spread his
own ideology of private benefit. His
government sells his reforms by breeding
resentment among taxpayers. It tells
them that only “privileged” students
benefit from tertiary education, never

in order to participate in tutorials and
seminars, and to fulfil requirements like
presentations, reading logs and essays.
One copy in the library is not adequate
for however many people are studying
your course,

I have a friend enrolled in dentistry
who had to pay $750 for a metal tube
that was a requirement for the course.
It was a necessity for the course, yet not
included in her HECS debt. She would
have failed if she did riot buy this one
tube. She is being done over, so am I and
so are you!

Many students are finding it harder
and harder to keep up with all these costs,
and I for one don't want to be standing
in the building of the engineering
student who could only afford to pay for
half their course materials.

the public at large. Howard also prete

that high student fees are the only
affordable way to pay for education.

. In fact, we do not need to wring
more fees from struggling students to
fund our university system. If taxes were
distributed proportionately, the cost of
training the thinkers of tomorrow would
be borne by those who are already on
high incomes.

But if we were to concede that public
tertiary education is a waste of money,
then it would be only a small step to
say that all the other social functions
of government are wasting our money
too. Howard's ideology threatens not just
our universities, but likewise our public
hospitals, our public health insurance,
our public primary and secondary
schools, our welfare system, our public
water, energy, and telecommunications
companies, our public broadcasters, and
$0 on.

When we protest against Howard's
education reforms, we are standing in
the frontline of the wider battle against
this regressive and elitist ideology. We
should remember that we are fighting
for is not merely fewer fees and larger
budgets, but the collective spirit of an
educated civil society.

Rowan Nicholson

The fact of the matter is many of these
materials are compulsory. They should be
covered by your HECS payments, we are
being charged illegally, and its high time
we tell them to stop!

Yet, the most important thing to
remember here is not really to blame the
university, as they are being squeezed
just like us. It is the Howard government
that has cut billions of dollars out of
higher education. We need to. take the
fight to the government, because if we
don't, no one else will!

The university is just trying to do the
best in an incredibly hard situation and
don't we know how that feels?

David Pearson

ondit@adelaide.edy




It seems

that
Government’s plan to back Australia’s

strange the
future is inconsistent with its own
policies. But then again, we've seen
inconsistency time and time again
with this Government, so to see it in
education wouldn't be unexpected.

Firstly, the  Government has
consistently said that HECS is not a
deterrent to accessing higher education.
Irrespective of whether this is the case,
the Government's policy to insulate
priority areas of teaching and nursing
from HECS deregulation seems a bit
odd. If HECS is not a deterrent, then
according to that very logic, deregulation
of HECS would have no impact on the
accessibility of education. So then what
is the point of shielding priority areas
from deregulation?

The only conclusion is
derequlation does in fact have a
deterrent effect. And the Government
even admitted so much in the reports
that the Department of Education,
Science and Training actively censored
its findings that the representation of
disadvantaged students dropped when

that

With the Nelson Review threatening
unaffordable degrees for half of the
entire student population, lifelong
HECS debts for those lucky enough to
get a place, a user-pays funding system
and innumerable other attacks, every
education activist knows it's bad news.

This was clear at the National
Education Conference held recently at
University of Adelaide. Every student
who attended from all over the country,
excepting a few Liberals, agreed to stand
united to fight the Nelson Review with
everything they had.

Coming out of the conference solid
plans of action were prepared: a National
Day of Action planned for August 27,
a national resource pool to produce
campaign materials, and cross-campus
education networks between activists in
each state to name a few.

University of Adelaide (with many
more students identifying as education
activists than at any other South
Australian uni and a friendlier Student
Association than many universities
around Australia) must then surely be at
‘the forefront of the campaign to stop the
Nelson Review?

Wrong.
While Sydney and La Trobe students
occupy university administration

meetings, nearby Flinders has meetings
of 30 people and activists on many other

the government introduced differential
HECS - the hike that saw an increase
that today, equates to as much as 330
per cent if you're doing a Band 3 course
like Law. More lies and cover-ups.

Furthermore, the theory of differential
HECS itself seems wrong. The line goes
- there is a private benefit to higher
education, so students should make
some sort of private contribution. Fair
enough. But the way this government
measures private benefit doesn't equate
with reality.

Australia has one of the lowest
ratios of private to public benefit: 36
per cent, compared to the OECD average
of 60 per cent. Yet the Government
insists that students need to pay more.
Even when Australia is in the top 10 of
OECD countries whose money for higher
education comes from students. That is,
we are already one of the most expensive
countries for higher education, yet the
Government wants to charge us more,
and further still, the private benefit in
Australia is so little,

However, identifying this problem is
all well and good, but people also need

. T——

campuses go about the daily struggle to
hand out leaflets, put up posters and
talk to students on the streets and in
the lecture halls. At Adelaide, next to
nothing is getting done.

Potentially, we could have an
advertised, participatory and democratic
cross-campus education collective that
coordinates stalls, lecture bashing,
etc, and makes sure they happen, but
we don't. Instead, we have had only
three hard-to-find education collective
meetings,  which decide little,” do
nothing, and which do not aim to involve
anyone else but the usual suspects. The
last planned collective meeting did not
happen, with many ‘activists’ deciding
not to go.

Potentially, the campus and the city
could be covered in posters, a leaflet
could be on every lecture seat, a General
Student Meeting (GSM) could actually be
known about by the general student, and,
like at Flinders University, information
stalls could be run every week, but this
isn't the reality. The reality is that there

‘have been only two poster runs around

campus, two stalls, two banners made
up for Education Week, and a GSM that
was barely noticeable, as leaflets were
not produced. These events are also due
to the work of less than a third of the
‘activist’ population.

So far the only actual campaigning

mare ac
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to identify alternative policies. It's never
enough to say we need to “fight the
Nelson review” and then leave students
standing out in the cold wondering how
exactly we fight it. Grass-roots activism
such as Senate submissions is good - and
even better is to come up with our own
ideas, more than just criticism.

The student movement has gone far
but now needs to make its challenge more
sophisticated. “No cuts” is good, but far
better is “you find the extra money from
here to avoid the cuts”. With that in
mind, simple but realistic suggestions
start the ball rolling. Non-differential
(banded) HECS doesn't measure the true
private benefit ~ the income tax system
appears to be in the best position to do
this.

We can complain about the supposed
commercialisation of universities - and
we can do better by suggesting that there
be 2 minimum baseline of public funding
for every university to guarantee that
universities remain public institutions.

We can complain that HECS will
increase - and we can do better by
suggesting that to find the money to

most ‘activists’ have done is in collecting
Senate submissions, but to focus
exclusively on lobbying the Senate this
way is a mistake. Senators will be much
more ready to oppose the Nelson Review
if there is a strong and independent
student campaign demanding that they
vote against it than if opposition is
restricted to letter-writing.

More work may have happened by the
time this goes to print, which I sincerely
hope, but if the half-hearted push
behind the campaign does not change
then we all might as well stay in bed.

Beyond the education collective, a
potentially useful community-outreach
group exists that is, however, useless if
students themselves are not mobilised.

The result of this sort of campaigning
is that for one step forward we take two
steps back. Small protests, invisible
activism, and continual frustration
at people saying. they will help out
only to do nothing has led to lessened
confidence, excuses, and a deeper. pit for
student struggles. ‘

But why are
inactive?

Well, some are not and are responsible
for the bulk of campaigning so far. Others
are truly buried in work or are away sick
to be sure, but many others find time for
faction meetings to plan how they can

the ‘activists’ so

el

get elected but not campaign meetings

stop these increases, we can phase out
of HECS and PELS to students at private
universities and colleges so that the
Government stops subsidising private
enterprises.

We can say that the HECS repayment
threshold should increase - and we can
do better by suggesting that to increase
it to mean graduate starting salaries
should be the minimum rather than “it
should be increased”.

The real fight is to defeat the
proposals with new credible ones of
our own. The student movement is in a
position to call the shots, and everything
we do counts - whether it be cutting and
pasting Senate submissions or making it
to the National Day of Action rally on
August 27 - but particularly, making
ourselves look intelligent and credible
by coming up with ideas of our own.
This thinking is what a true university
education is about. Let's start hearing
those ideas.

Min Guo

immediately after. Skipping lectures
to make a stall or meeting is another
matter but, historically, it is not unusual
for activists to miss weeks at a time in
order to campaign at the height of a
movement. Also, sure people should be
able to sleep in, or get a coffee, or pursue
some elusive leisure time, but anyone
serious about trying to stop the Nelson
Review should at least make the effort
to even hand out leaflets in between

lectures or forego an hour doing election

deals to actually do something to justify
why anyone would vote for them,

So now it's time for all of us to put
our money where our mouths are: if we
say we are activists trying to stop the
Nelson Review we should be out there
talking to other students and building a
mass campaign. With the huge damage

~that the Liberal's changes will have

to.education it is the duty of people
who know the issues and have some
experience in activism to inform and
organise those who do not; to do less is a
disservice to every student.

If you want to get involved come
every Tuesday at 12pm to the SAUA
offices to help out at a stall or call 0421
283 825 to arrange poster runs or other
activities. : ‘

Leigh Hughes



is often cited as the
pathway to success in other areas of
life such as the type of employment,
residential area and the health status
of individuals. As a report by the Hon.
Bob Collins (1999) notes, the “[f]ailure
to achieve literacy impacts on further
ability to learn and to gain employment,

Education

thereby  further influencing later
health.”
Therefore, it is of concern when

the percentage of Indigenous persons
attending primary, secondary and
tertiary education institutions is well
below that of the average Australian. For
instance according to the Human Rights
and Equal Opportunity Commissiom, in
1998 “only 32 per cent of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children completed
schooling compared with 73 per cent of

all Australian youth”. In addition only
15 per cent of the Indigenous population
aged 15 years and over has a stated
qualification within the Australian
Standard Classification of Education
compared to 36 per cent of the non-
Indigenous population of the same age
category. In respect to Bachelor Degrees,
only 15 per cent of Indigenous persons
have reached this qualification compared
with 28 per cent of non-Indigenous
persons. While these figures might
not seem too alarming they highlight
Indigenous people are about twice

as likely to have a poorer education
compared to non-Indigenous people.
The above statistics point to the
problem of Indigenous retention rates
within education institutions. However,
the solutions to addressing the problems

take two main paths. The first path
defines the problem as an Indigenous
one - whereby Indigenous people need
assistance and support in attending
education institutions. The solutions are
found in increasing Abstudy allowances
and other support. While, another
approach  regards the mainstream
education system as culturally biased
and in need of reflecting Indigenous
values, not just white Australian beliefs,
desires and values. Sure, there is some
evidence that suggests Indigenous
people are experiencing  greater
hardships in gaining an education due
to the reduction of Abstudy to the Youth
Allowance rate of pay. However, the
bigger issue has to do with the context
and content of studies.

For some, like Kim Collard, Co-
ordinator of Mainstream Aboriginal
Studies at Curtin University of
Technology’s Centre for Indigenous
Studies in Western Australia, the
issue of education is complicated by
the legacy of colonialism. “To this

QUEER QUEER

The *Federal Government has cut
. more -than two  billion dollars from
- the education  system since  1995.
" .This year's budget plans to introduce
increased. numbers. of - up-front  fee
paying - students - and - loans ' with
higher interest rates attached, to lure
students in and then attack them with
~ generational debt,
" While these proposals are bad for
all university students, these proposed
changes will affect to a much larger
- extent, the people who do not fit
" into mamstream society at university.
- Women; people. with -~ a"disability,
.‘non=English speaking students, "and
“people who are gay, lesbian, hisexual,
~transgender, intersex and queer, who
. already face extra barriers in' their
bid to ‘access and complete higher
educatlon,_ The current reviews. and

~-for the disadvantaged and easier for

i Forget it

The loans

ses, but these loans will have interest

es higher than a normal bank home

. Universities will be able to charge

pto 30 per cent extra on top of the
clyrent HECS rate and all postgraduate ,

il be. under a loans ‘system,

. Thes changes reate serious barriers

. for people from ' low-socioeconmic

. not or can not support their children

rough higher education. The idea

- of accumulating a large debt may
x"deter ‘queer students from attending

: ,umversny, espec1auy when they may :
: be“expenencmg a disrupted home life, .-

o < debt,
- “proposals. will only make it harder

the spoon-fed. Equalityin educatmn’ f

: proposed ‘by ythye‘
~ government. to  assist with upfront

day mainstream education systems
work to assimilate Indigenous people:
little scope is given for Indigenous
languages, culture or world views, and
those programs designed specifically for
Indigenous peoples are often seen as a
threat by dominant racist discourse.”
Perhaps this is one of the reasons
for the lower than normal retention
rates within the education system for
some universities? Certainly, there is
something that makes a difference as
to how successful Indigenous students
are at university. Especially, when you
consider Indigenous retention rates for
Griffith University is around 87 per cent
in 1997, compared with the University of
Adelaide at around 65 per cent in 1998,
These compare with the national average
of around 78 per cent for the same
period. Why the differences? Well, you
will have to wait until the ATSI Edition
of On Dit to find out, as this will take a
little more research.

Darren Kurtzer

QUEER QUEER

lack -of social support, or increased
work commitments to survive.

Studies have shown that queer
people experience ~work = instability
through homophobia, so- with an
overloaded debt and  extenuating
circumstances at work, how on earth
will queer people survive under the
Howard Government? -

Under these proposed ~changes,
students -will" also have. a limited
amount . of tiine to complete their:
education, if they do not adhere
to these stipulations, they will be
punished by having to complete their
study .as- a.full fee paying -student,
There will be no flexibility to change
courses and if you have ‘any personal -

- commitments, . say goodbye to your

degree ‘bhut’ hello to - your remammg '

The  Federal Government -also

* proposes Voluntary: Student Unionism,.

which is just -another attack on
unions: from the ‘Liberals.: Unions ‘are "

vital in'the fight to create equality

in unjversities.” They promote queer

issues and facilitate queer networking, -
- organising and campaigning, Student

organisations provide queer student
support at -this University in  the’
form.of a NUS' State Queer -Officer,

two Sexuality Officers and a Women’s

Officer, With VSU; all these posmons_ '
“will be gone. o
amilies ‘or from families who will

In2003, queér students stlll have to

fight for safety on campus; ‘Tecognition
“.in the welfare system, equality before:
~the law, and: access to a pubhc and,‘
: equltable hlgher educatlon system :

‘Emma OLoughlin
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Things are in a bad way in Irag. The
Americans are now holed up in Baghdad
much like Napoleon in Moscow, waiting
for the country they have invaded to
fall into their lap in a fit of gratitude. A
cross section of Iragi society is sniping
at them, and the death toll amongst the
occupying forces is a routine item on the
evening news. The troops who were told
they would win a quick victory and be
welcomed with flowers are now getting
used to the bitter truth that they will
not be home by Christmas. Some 700,000
troops, double the invasion force, are
now holding down a country which
welcomes them about as much as we
would welcome Indonesian troops if they
took it into their heads to liberate’ us
from John Howard. If the Americans
withdrew from Afghanistan, where they
are hostages as much as the Russians
ever were, their puppet government
would fall. The same would happen in
Iraq, which is one reason why planning is
going forward for the building of US bases
throughout the country, concurrently
with the discussion of constitutional
arrangements by a handpicked national
assembly. If this is victory, defeat must
be a very unimpressive thing.

Meanwhile, back with the bottom
line, the US Federal deficit has blown

out to about twice what it was in the

last year of the Clinton administration.
Nevertheless the  Coalition of the
Wilful, the most monocultural and
isolated coalition in world history, asks
us to hold our breath indefinitely until
weapons of mass destruction float to the
surface of the Tigris and Euphrates to
save their credibility. And we ask: Just
who applied what pressure to Dr Kelly?
As the sabre-rattling continues against
Pyongyang and Tehran, we wonder: Who
is more dangerous? The dubious regimes
who might acquire nuclear weapons? Or
the dubious regimes which already have
them? Can we place our trust in the
cowboy vigilantes who would impose
regime change at gun point, and are
enthusiastic about getting their revenge
in early? Or are they not themselves the
greatest threat to world peace?

Truth died very early in the War
on Whatever, The regime of Saddam
Hussein was reprehensible, but it had
been disarmed in 1991, was a secular
tyranny having no involvement with
fundamentalist terrorism, and the main
risk of arms falling into the hands of
terrorists derives as was predicted from
the chaos now reigning in Irag. But
there is another bodybag on its way
home from Mesopotamia, and that is
the corpse of responsible government.
Hitherto in Australia governments have
been responsible through parliament
to the people. This is' no longer so,

" as Richard Butler observed during the

recent Adelaide Festival of Ideas. Now

we live under a regime of wise monkeys.
As during the Truth Overboard Affair,
no one responsible knew anything
inconvenient about anything, so that
they could believe and promote belief
in anything they liked. It is a beautiful
system, antidemocratic but elegantly
suited to its intended purposes,

It is worth remarking on the
delightful mechanics of this new
oligarchical regime. So far as weapons
of mass destruction are concerned, the
public servants who are the chiefs of our
security services knew it was more their
jobs were worth to advise government
that there was intelligence questioning
Iragi unconventional weapons capacity.
Their uncritical recitation of hyped
American and British propaganda . was
then sifted by ministerial advisers
to remove unwanted indications and
select promising rhetorical material.
Subsequently the Prime Minister ruled
that the inaccuracy of this carefully
manufactured material supplied by the
security services was “not a hanging
offence”. It is a latterday application of
the old political maxim You scrub my
back and I'll scrub yours.

Nor should we be greatly surprised
at the importation into Australia of a
system which has long worked so well in
the United States, and in support of the
same bellicose policies. As Gore Vidal has
pointed out, the republic Lincoln fought
for died of exposure during the Cold
War, giving place to a national security
state presiding over a permanent war
economy. Lest we forget what is in store
for us if we do not seize power electorally
and defeal the warmongering party lead
by the Prime Minister, allow me to cite
the situation in the United States as
described by Mr Vidal:

Representative government of, by, and
for the people is now a faded memory. Only
corporate America enjoys representation
by the Congresses and presidents that
it pays for in an arrangement where no
one is entirely accountable because those
who have bought the government also
own the media.. Although We the People
of the United States are the sole source
of legitimate authority in this land, we
are no longer represented in the Congress
Assembled. Our Congress has been
hijacked by corporate America and its
enforcer, the imperial military machine...
We have allowed our institutions to be
taken over in the name of a globalized
American empire that is totally alien in
concept té anything our founders had in
mind.

Isn't it :reassuring to ‘know that
all this has been dome in the name of

 freedom? _ -

David Faber
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The political movement against 4

or Sports Utility Vehicles, is losing th |

battle against carmakers. Currently
out of every five new cars sold in A
tralia is a 4WD. This figure is rising,
falling, and if America's experience i
likely indicator of where we are head
then in the future most cars.on Aust
ian roads will be 4WDs. _

First of all, we need to'd

problem. The problem is not 4WD vehi-

cles as such but the unnecessary use of
those vehicles for either social status, a
false sense of safety, fashion, or esteem
reasons.

There are many workers or people
who live in rural areas who simply must
have these vehicles. The collection of

environmentalists, humanists, pissed off .-

drivers, and even nationalists who op-
pose 4WDs need to accept that these ve-

hicles do have some beneficial uses and"

are essential tools to a small percentage
of people. People who have an actual
need for 4WDs are going to. fight tooth
and nail to protect what's the1rs and i in
my view rightly so.

So rather than protest the vehicle
itself, and by implication.target people
whose livelihoods depend on 4WDs, we
need to instead target people who drive
them .to feel trendy, sexy, safer, well-
endowed, the king of the castle/road or
whatever. These are the people who need
to be demonised or if you prefer, rea-
soned, to, in order to encourage them to
give up their suburban monster trucks.

The best way to do this is to gain the
hearts and minds of non-4WD motorists,

The issue that is going to make the
most people listen is the issue of safety.
That'’s right, safety. Not the environ
ment, nor half-assed "4WDs = more fu
consumption = supporting Saudi A
= supporting terrorists’ argument
safety. ‘

4WDs have a much greater mas
higher centre of gravity than sma
vehicles. In a two-vehicle collision
vehicle with the |

oIl our 1o he i !

and as a motorist I accept these dangers.
However I don't accept more dangerous
roads because someone wants to tell the
world that they are a big tough person
by driving a big tough car. Why accept
the increased risk of being maimed or
killed when Richie Rich could have just
hired a 4WD for the very occasional sum-
tank, mer outting into the bush?

It's when the everyday person drives
through a car park and starts to notice
here their head is in relation to the
ull-bar or just the bumper of a 4WD

hat theyre going to get pissed off.
When they start to notice how impaired
eir vision is driving behind a 4WD they
re going to get annoyed.
By creating a popular backlash
gainst the owners of unnecessary 4WDs
tan halt the spread of these vehicles.
ure, some things could go wrong with
tactic. Some may object to using
patented Howard-style vilification as a
means to an end. Its possible that the
theu*"‘nght" to own, a 4WD in the face of
mlsm” i3

- But the fact s that you are’ more
at risk no matter where you e on the
political spectrum. Because of the rapid
acceptance of these vehicles on our roads
a rapid popular campaign is required to
bring the issue to the forefront of politi-
1. debate. The anger of the mob is the
kest and easiest way of killing the
cer before it spreads and becomes too
fitrenched to do anything about.
The anger will kill the popularity of
1e vehicles, and then boost support for
1gh legislative measures discouraging
the use of 4WD's for those who don't re-
ally need them while being mindful of
those who do.

Matthew Walton

 Email your oplmon submlss1onsof700 1200 words
‘ 4_‘ondlt@adelalde.edu.au |

the final word

Warning: maximum comprehension
will only occur by a complete reading.

0. What does it take to provoke
objective thought in an otherwise im-
passive body of people?

1. What can be written that is
engaging for almost everyone without
appealing to the lowest common denomi-
nator?

2. How many (i.e. what is the
maximum number of) people that can
be focussed on one thing (eg FIFA World
Cup, Olympics, disasters, terrorist at-
tacks, war) at the same time?

3. What about the same question
applied to purely abstract matters (eg
particular aspects of the human condi-
tion)?

4, Can real defence spending ever
be reduced?

5. How large a group of people will
the academic class be able to contain
before it degrades/fractures/ete, or has
it already happened - is it being artifi-
cially accelerated by modern economical
pressures? Social growth? The poverty
divide? Population growth? The decay of
Western society?

6. Modernism aside, will the Arts
fall into an even more saturated state?
Disregarding the Second Coming, how
long will it take to happen if it does, and
how will technology affect this process?

7. Will education standards ever
be raised (specifically in Australia/South
Australia) or will the will of the masses
(on academic matters) be submitted to?

8, How much can/should educa-
tion be changed (at all levels) so as
not to alienate students? Is the cycle
of education standard lowering fatal for
academia?

9. Could we implement a streamed
schooling system, as employed in Germa-
ny, or is it too expensive for any govern-
ment without the strongest educational
priorities?

10. Where do I end and you begin?

Having read this series of weird ques-
tions, what do you think of? The point
was to try and make you think critically
about some serious issues without feed-
ing you the answers (because I'm sure
I don't have them). Simply telling you
a bunch of facts like ‘John Howard and
Brendan Nelson are doing us over and
‘Federal budget defence spending: has
gone up by x and education spending
has gone down by ¥ will not sway you,
since I'm sure you've all heard that be-
fore. What need changing are the meta-
thoughts - the thoughts in your head
(and everyone else’s) that lead to the
majority of the nation lying down and
accepting these changes.

Due to mental economy (and the
fact the mental health system has been
killed. But that’s another story) this
column will no longer appear (bro bono
publico, anyone?)

David

delaide.edu.au
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Women and publishing:
educating the masses

Amongst the rallies, meetmgs and :
second wave fem1msm ‘the i dustry

The Women’s Press

The Women's Press was started in 1978, also.in Britain. By the end of its first dec-

ade it was pubhshmg 50 to 60 new books per year, with an emphams on printing new
authors, or rising stars. These include now well-known feminist writers, including

- Alice Walker, author of Pulitzer Pnze-mnmng The Colour Purple, and femnust scholar_? 3
bell hooks. The Women's Press had. a reputation for being brash and taking rigks; its
day-glo pink and s1m11ar colour. scheme is 'mdlca’cWe of thlS (1t also ‘favoured Glll Sans

ments.

The Women's Press’ rang
raphy, autobiography, ¢ \d non-fiction text on
women’s studies and cultural, sexual and po

rime fiction, biog-
chology; health, race; disability,
al history. It also focussed on the

restoration of the works of lost’ women writers, in particular buymg nghts to con-

temporary women writers from the United States and India.
See the Women's Press at http://www. the -Womens-press. com

cation, Over Our Dead Bodies:

i | |

Sybylla Press ’

Virago was set up as the first reg-
istered publishing house in Britain in
1973. It is perhaps the best recognised as
it achieved its objective of moving femi-
nist texts out of radical bookshops and
into more mainstream outlets, attracting
readers who didn't necessarily identify as
feminist. Its name itself is fascinating:
its Latin root ‘vir' means ‘male persorn’,
and by the 14'" century the word ‘virago’
meant ‘a vigorous, heroic woman' Later,

~ the word developed negative connota-

tions of shrewishness, noisiness and bul-
lying; in essence, a threat to male social
order. Combined with a logo representing
Eve's apple from the garden of Eden, Vi-
rago was poised to stir.

Virago was conceived by Carmen Callil
in 1972 as “an exciting new imprint for
both sexes in a changing world”, and for
the formative years she was joined by Ur-
sula Owen and Hayrriet Spicer, Although
by 1976 Virago was self-financing and
independent, much to the indignation of
male critics, a string of buyouts over the
1980s and 1990s has led to some claims
that Virago has lost sight of its feminist
ideals. Even still, it is an inspiration to
many feminist writers and publishers.

Virago's first publications were re-

- prints of forgotten works by women of

past- generations, including suffragette
Sylvia Pankhurst. From an original line
of 11 titles, Virago: housed 100 British

- female writers within five years. Today
“several lines have heen developed, in-

cluding - Virago: Vs (controversial, pro-

“vocative texts for 20-35-year-old women

of today), Virage Modern Classics (the

“best in classic literature by women), and

Vlrago Travellers (stories of great women

-~.travellers)

The company also complemented the

‘co-ex15t1ng feminist movement. In April

1983 an 2000-strong anti-nuclear rally
was - organised around a Virago publi-
Women
against -the Bomb, by Dorothy Thomp-
son,

You can find out more about Virago at
hitp://www,virago.co.uk

GIYE IVIE NOILE
STUDENT RADIO 101.5

‘ Tune your crystal-radios into ‘Student Radio on Monday, Tuesday and Saturday
nights from 9 till 1 on 101.5 FM.
Shows are allocated on a fortmghtly basis, so be sure to listen into the

full two weeks of cochlea bursting programming.

o til 10: L
+ Doug1e **Feal
" Uni's own Mr Wédnesday
from Radio Adelaide**
10 til 11: On Dit Radio
11 til 12: How's Ya Mamma
12 til 1: Lost'in the Mix

| odit@adelaide.du.au

i Adam

12 t111‘DJs Choice w/ Dunks+ L

0

Sybylla Press was set up as a printing
co-operative in Melbourne ., and
ran a small publishing
1982. Its titles inclw ¢
non-fiction, concentr;atmg on femlmst
and left perspectives. Like The Women's
Press, it focussed on new writers with in-
novative approaches.

However, in recent times it handed
over its backlist to Spinifex Press, and
is transforming itself into a non-trading
collective, with no active publishing pro-
grammes. A Sybylla Press history project
is in the works,

Gawler Place
Dental Centre
DR. ANNA
ROZITIS o5 (acel)

“Be true to your
teeth or they w1l] be
false to you”

M Crowns

M Oral Hygiene Advice
M Whitening

M General Check-up

M Cleaning

B White fillings available

An apple a
day...etc.




“of the Sydney Uni Senate is anythm to go by,
- Adelalcle will doiit too)

 These reforms suck, blg time. Let's tell the:m '
Government that we are not happy N tlonal Day

‘of Action, August 27 Victoria Squaze
“ En]oy Educatlon Week.

Adelle XXX

ondit@adelaide.edu.au




President- Sarah Hanson-Young

Thankyou to everyone who-signed a submission
letter to the Senate Inquiry co emlng the proposed
changes to university education. Unjversity of Adelaide
students submitted over one hundred submissions,
which is a fantastic effort and iwill hopefully be
beneficial in stopping this regressive legislation
passing through the Senate late in the year. The
Students’ Association is still collecting petitions so'if

you haven't signed it yet please. make your way dowm-

to the Students’ Association office in the Lady Symon
Building or visit one of the Educatlon Week tables on
the lawns this week.
Free Meningococcal Vaccinations:

If you have seen the awful posters about
meningococcal C up in the University toilets and would
like to protect yourself from thls nasty disease come
' :for a free vaccination

g ‘
1lam - 2pm in the Wills Student Lounge.” For more
information please contact the City Council or visit the
Immunise Australia Program website:
http://www.immunise. health.gov.au

Ideas on Assessment?

The University is currently running a policy review
of assessment procedures throughout the all the
various faculties, schools and departments. The aim of
this review is to establish some clearer guidelines as to
the way the university assesses students. In particular
issues to do with group assessment, oral presentations
and rules regarding supplementary assessment and
extensions.  If you had what you would categorise as
‘unpleasant’; ‘unfair’ or ‘incompetent’ experience with
assessment or would simply like to air your views on the
issue please contact me ASAP. Iam looking for as many
examples and ideas for solutions as possible that can
be discussed in the development of new and effective
assessment policy. I can be reached by emailing
sarah.hanson@adelaide.edu.au  or  phoning
Students’ Association on 8303 5406,... "

Cheers,
Sarah Hanson

the .

Womens’ Ofﬁeer - »Geergia» Phillips

Hi everyone!

I hope you are enjoying the education edition of On
Dit. Tt is really important for all students to understand
the ramifications: of the Howard Government's
agenda for higher education, Unfortunately, as in

‘most cases, women pull the even shorter straw. Fee

increases, attacks on traditional women's degrees and
VSU, all effect women even more so than their male
counterparts.

National Day of Action

As you should already know, there is a National Day
of Action for education next Wednesday' August 27, I
encolurage everyone to get involved in this and fight for
an accessible education.

To all women who are interested in participating in
this NDA, we will be having a meeting this Wednesday

Floor, Lady Symon Building).

Reclaim the Night

For those of you who don't know, Reclaim the Night
is held annually on the last;Friday night in October. It is
a chance for women and children to march through the
streets of Adelaide and celebrate freedom from violence
and abuse.

The first collective meeting will be held next Monday
August 25 at 6.30pm in Fleet Street Café,

Happy Studying!

o ‘Q'Georgi'a
georgia.phillips@adelaide.edu.au

the Students’ Association (Ground

Education VP - Leah Marrone

anyone heard about Federal Minister for ngh%
ation, Dr - I got m (i ow

of On Dit - please,
cles. If you are want

And remember, these reforms will not just affect
society in general, your brothers and sisters, they will
affect YOU! ,

Join us at the National Day of Action on these issues
on August 27 at 1pm at Victoria Square.

As always, for more info, e-mail me: lgal.mary
student.adelaide.edu.ay




There’s too many dudes this
week. We've already spoken to
the subeditors, and theyre very
sorry. If you're a girl and you
want your two cents in On Dit,
keep an eye out for our Vox Pop
goons over the next couple of
weeks.

- Eds



Some pictures
may not resemble
actual people on
campus.




Phobocapgmg

- No matter whlch faculty you 1é enrolled in, you're bound to be obliged at some time
. or another to make photocopies for your study materials. You would think that under
. the supposed laws protecting us from ancillary fees that this photocopying would
“be covered in our-uni fees somehow Wrong Heres the lowdown on the best spots.to
0tOCOPY O CATUPUS. . :
until the end of last year, - the Students Association housed a room of
‘;photocoplera Tt even used to be able ‘to boast the “cheapest photocopying on
- campus’! Unfortunately this was somehow lost in the Students’ Association’s move
~from the George Murray over Lady Symon way. (However, they still offer a cheap fax
s-y(;u to svaecard“ ‘service for lodging Centrelink forms - drop into the SAUA to find out more.)
ester Unfortunately, - You'd think the Barr Smith Library would have to be home to some pretty phat
' - photocopiers, being the largest library in the southem hemisphere and all (did anyone
~else doubt that when'they were told so in first year?). However, the photocopiers
in the Barr Smith appear to be soime kind of heritage listed relics ~ there’s no other
gamg on on this campus Teason these hulks should still be in use. Aside from being ug}y and clle‘cidedly user-
hat. parking Can be an absolute fucker, If u?fnendl{, theseArjhotocopie;slvsvork cin a cogyca}r\d system,. mt? at };:pgngt }i;truc‘{ure
of 11" cents'per A4 page an cents per A3, An exception to this is the colour
28 Jon Vamly hope for Foeane £, pull ‘photocopier just behind the copycard recharge machine near the help desk, which
..+ spits out pretty, semi-glossy colour copies for $2.50 each. Also, there’s a slightly less
obsolete photocopier to he found in the Reserve section, on which you might find it
easier to manage enlargements and reductions, also on the copycard. The copycard
_system has recently been revamped and your-account is now kept online, Head on
nto the library to transfer your old copycard value onto the new system.
he Adelaide University Union’s Resource Centre on level 3 of the Union Building has
ouple of photocopiers one of which is kind enough to make copies onto overhead
ransparencies (great for oral presentatlons) You pay on a per-page basis to a person
s, thats right!) at the counter in there, at a rate of 10 cents per A4 page, and 15
er A3. Be sure to use only their transparpnmes in the machine rather than
n -home, or be prepared to face the AUU's wrath! The Resource Centre is open
M day to Fnday and also offers hinding and:other cool stuff. More on

»renalssanée of late. Now that most course readers are both produced
you can. be lured: dOWI‘L‘ for photocopymg too. They charge 10 cents

‘spome the male toﬂets
i g that this i is nght next

e: Unibar or‘ Rumoutrs Cafe, l’he view is real purdy Also, the ledge outmde Unibooks
jt_near the On D1t ofﬁce is qulte nice, for Teasons we won ‘t .go into.



Campus catering is a transient beast. Several years ago, the campus
was jam-packed with catering outlets (anyone remember the Equinox
bistro? Or the International Food Court?) which all served their own
take of barely palatable and themed muck. These days it is still in a
state of flux, but settling down somewhat, with the Union making
some suwrprisingly savvy changes which they curiously don't get
ntirely right.

All that these folk do is make coffee, pretty much. Not much of a
range. That means that they've become very good at it. Good coffee
al a good price in three different sizes. They also have a fair range of
teas and token cakes. If you can, try to avoid patronising the place

around the turn of the hour as you'll encounter a frustrating post-'

lecture rush and consequent queue.

Renowned for its many takes on coloured sludge, the food enjoyed
a brief period of improvement in 2001, but now s back to the same
awful. generic gruel that it used to be. The prices are not good
considering, and beware the lure of the four o'clock bargain bain-
marie, It will give you salmonella of the genitals (apparently). I think
on the balance you'd be better off lopping off parts of your limbs and
eating them, Lip service is given to a cosmopolitan selection with the
sludge named after far off places and nasty sushi available. Genki Roll
does it cheaper and better.

The only thing that is worth visiting for are chips, whose quantity
rather than quality ave mildly attractive although the chalgmg fox
the condiments is draconian.

WLIMNMOUrS

It used to be an overpriced coffee lounge, now it’s a passable

café, The burgers are particutarly good, the pasta is ordinary and

the speed of service is execrable. It's terrible, awful, atrocious,
horrid and shocking. It's also appalling. Nachos are. corn chips,
microwaved for two minutes with sauces and cheese sprinkled
on it. They take 40 minutes to prepare in' Rumours time. In the

holidays with 13 people having lunch, a burgm Ldkes a similar

time to prepare.
If something were done about it, it would by far be the besL
catering outlet on campus. I dont know if they dont have

enough kitchen staff or if the staff they have simply have no

sense of urgency or efficiency. The price of a takeaway burger

for Union Card holders represents fantastic value for money,

especially considering that you get a greasy bag of hot chips.
They are of far better guality than the Mayo, :

The UniBar is licensed. It ‘serves obligatory chips and wedges,
cardboard schnitzels with oily sauces, and hooze. I've never dared =
try the beef schnitzel. The bar itself is very dank and nowhere near .
as-¢ool as it could be, Nothing seems. to happen there anymore,
The balcony is.a plea_,ant place to a refreshing ale on a. summer"{ |
aftemoon Hdppy hour is 5 -6pm, and 5-7 on Fnday.s.

joss

Thls pubhc 1nstwllatlou on Hughes Plaza;» an ‘emgma‘ Where dld‘

it come from? Who is responsible for it? How long is - going t
o ,be there" It'sa fantaatic idea amd is suxe to eam amodest s "

, Iargely moffensiwfe,

Barr Smibth Library

These toilets never seem to be on thé floor that you're on when study-diet
(peanuts) induced gastro strikes. They are unremarkable except for their
odour.of stale excreta, post-war décor and mildly entertaining, semi-literate,
horribly ignorant babblings written on the wall. They are very well hidden,
no doubt -according to some arcane, long-forgotten branch of the Dewey
Decimal systenu. Crude line drawings of the female form adorn the walls.

Gieorge Murray

These are so similar-to the library toilets that I am convinced that they are

dimensional spill-off from the library and that there is a wormhole concealed
in the temperamental hand dryers connecting it to all library toilets, The

toilet seats are encrusted with dubious white, flaky deposits whose nature is

probably best not to speculate upon. Crude line drawings of the female form
adorn the walls.

Ligerbwood

The Ligertwood toilets make me think of Ally McBeal, if it were set in the
‘50s." Maybe there’s something about studying Law that interferes about
individuals’ ability to make objective choives about toilet layout. They
always seent to smell of urine. Crude line drawings of the female form adorn
the walls.

Engineering

The smell :of the Engineering South toilets is reminiscent of high school

change rooms with B.0. and cheap deodorant being the dominating theme.

There is-also a unique atmosphere of acidic urine, doubtless from the vast

quantities of caffeine and amphetamines that 24-hour access patrons of

the CAT suite are fond 01” Crude hne drawings of the female form adorn the
alls

Phyéics

Oh myl: These Lmlets make me want to wear white short»“lepved shirts with
conservative ties and Brylcteem my hair like nothing else. It's all about
post-war boom, baby! The walls are rendered in-tasteful terrazzo and the

. toilet paper is that single waxed sheet nonsense if memory serves. Crude line

drawings of the female form adorn the walls,

5@&1’5‘ Smith Lawns

. What’ Theres no tonlet ot the Ban szth Lawns? No wonder I get so many
- strange looks, [ w1sh someone had told me. Crude line drawings of the female

m:‘lhere sa real pearler Df a tmm near the XXXXX lecture theatre at the XXXXXX -

of the university. True, it has dulled over the years so it no longer bnngs "

_ Domestos ads tq.mmd Lo the same degree, but. it st111 remdms the premler

“1ty of.,fply and .lt qulet and peaceful I don't want
to dirty it s0 I'm not going to tell you where it is. Crude
: form adam the walls. 3

you grubby bastards
hne drawmgfs of the

" ?Bl’fpiu;ghtgt‘u-v-'y‘(:;'u;j by Yak and Gemma
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My Favourite Thing is my stereo. It's a Sony. It
has two shiny silver components, each about the size
of a very large shoebox. When I turn it on with the
slim grey remote, the front of both boxes light up
with two orange stripes. It has a five CD changer that
you can hear chugging and moving around whenever
it wants to change CDs and it is probably one of the
last stereo systems to come out sporting twin tape
decks for dubbing and recording. I have a collection
of about twenty-five tapes that I meticulously (read:
obsessively) recorded from the radio and from friend's
music collections that had almost passed out of use.
But every now and then, when the mood hits me, I will
chuck one on and remind myself of being 16, when I
used to walk around with my walkman strapped to my
head while the same ninety minutes of music played
over and over, each crackle and announcer's laugh
burning into the hard-wired memory of my brain. When
I hear those songs now, if I don't hear its succeeding
song, something seems amiss.

The speakers are things of beauty. Entirely made of
wood except for the front panel which is a dull silver
(ves all right, fine - it's grey). There’s even a cutesy
fake-wooden veneer around each tweeter. The whole
thing is slightly retro without really meaning to be and
Ilove it,

I have positioned each speaker on either side of my
bed, one on a shelf and the other on a mantelpiece, to
give a wonderful stereo effect when I need to impress
the ladies (this has yet to happen, but I live in hope).
I have, of course, repositioned my bed and rearranged
where I sleep on it (how close to the centre, etc) to
make sure it all sounds even.

It isn’t just a stereo for playing CDs and tapes either.
It has all manner of plugs and outlets so that one could
add a VCR, a minidisc player and even a subwoofer. The

“subwoofer didn't come with the stereo, but by jolly,

I made sure that I obtained one anyway. The Chief
brought his around one night to give one of our famous
‘smoke-machines-and-loud-music” gatherings a bit more
oomph. (These ‘gatherings” were lucky to involve more
than two people, but if you make it smoky enough and
loud enough, it doesn't really matter). We plugged the
massive black cube into the back of my beautiful stereo
and every window in the house vibrated. The Chief
never took his sub home. He eventually managed to
drink it off me and the thing was mine.

The Chief and I have a fairly unique arrangement for
the repayment of loans. When one borrows money from
the other, usually for the purposes of drinking, but not
exclusively, the loan may not be repaid in cash, only
alcohol. For example- if the Chief borrows $50 from me
then I cannot simply roll up to him with my hand out on
payday. I lend it to him in the knowledge that in order
to satisfy the debt I must take him to a pub and drink
approximately 12 or 13 pints of Coopers finest on- his
ticket. This tends to create an interestingly alternative
power dynamic between the leaner and the loanee. The

loaner must work to get back his money, but that work
is done in close conjunction with the loanee, who is
normally right there beside him. The debt rests with
the loanee, but so does the power, thus removing any
danger of all that ‘money between friends’ crap you're
always hearing about.

The Chief was there when I bought this stereo. I
had recently come back from overseas and while I was
living in Ireland and desperate for cash, I signed myself
up for a medical trial. Three weeks, a minor twitch and
about a pint and half of blood later, I had $1,800 in my
dirty little pocket. When I finally made it home, the
$1,800 had become $1,000 without much to show for
it, so I decided a long-term investment was in order. I
would sink the remaining sum into “a shit-hot stereo”,
I set a date with The Chief and one fine Wednesday
we set out into the sunshine {(as well as being a party
animal, The Chief is also a qualified audio engineer- a
handy thing to have). A bit of preliminary groundwork
and research had taught me that young guys looking
at audio equipment are never treated more seriously
than “It goes loud eh? Now you wanna buy it or what?”
and also that no-one selling stereos can tell you much
more than what they read on the side of the box. The
Chief and I tried every incarnation of Zany Bargain
Warehouse across Adelaide and came up with no stereos
and only one more piece of information and it was this:
just about every stereo that you don't need a mortgage
for looks like the inside of an airplane cockpit. Chunky
black plastic festooned with glittering, flashing,
bleeping, blinking, popping lights and that's just when
the thing is turned off, Instead of a simple counter to
tell you what the €D is doing, there is always a Saturday
Night Fever dance floor whizzing away on the twenty
inch LCD screen, complete with John Travolta and
strobe lights. Meaningless audio settings dominate the
buttons and dials: “Rock”, “Pop”, “Battle”, “Arcade”,
“Romance”. Does anyone use these on a reqular enough
basis for it to be worthwhile developing and including
them? I'm probably a bit simple in my tastes, but I have
an easy way of adjusting my audio settings. If it's too
quiet, I'll make it louder with the volume knob. If its
too loud, then I am just too old.

Despair was setting in as we moped around Truscotts,
throwing around phrases like “Well, it looks nice at
least.” Somehow we found ourselves in the Truscott Hi-
Fi equivalent of the high-rollers room. Massive stereos
and speakers lined the walls, price tags here were wider
to accommodate more -digits. I was contemplating a
home loan when The Chief pointed and gasped. There
it was. You know the stereo I'm talking about- silver
and wood, 5 CDs and... Dolby Pro-Logic 5.1 Surround
Sound? A cluster of small silver rear speakers perched
on top of the larger ones.

“I like this stereo.” I told The Chief.

“It's five hundred bucks more than you want to
spend and you don't want surround sound,” he said
sagely. ‘

“T like this stereo.” Silver. Wood. Old School. Love.
The Chief shook his head.

“Can I help you?” was what the salesman behind us
should have said. Instead, he said “Youse guys right?
That one goes heaps loud hay.”

“Yes,” said The Chief turning on him. “We like this
stereo, but we don't want to pay extra money for a
feature we don't need.” :

“Uh-huh?” said our salesman of the year.

The Chief wasn't fazed. “This looks like a standard
model. Does it come without surround?”

“Nah mate,” replied Truscott’s answer to Tim Shaw,
folding his arms. “This model only comes wiv surround.
It sounds good but!”

“But he doesn’t need 5.1. He doesn't even own a
TV,” explained The Chief.

“Mate, most of the music these days, it's designed
to sound better through 5.1!" He reached past us and
pressed the on button. SA-FM came blasting through
the silver cones. “How clear is that mate?”

“But the purpose of swround is to have one speaker
on each point of the compass,” pointed out The Chief
over the whining of the Backstreet Boys. “Or to be
surrounded by the speakers.”

“Listen for tha clarity on those high notes!”

"Yes, we'll certainly do that. Good day sir.” We
headed for the door.

“Just ask for Matt!” called out Matt behind us.

“Ok Matt.”

We ate a dejected Asian Gourmet lunch and tried
to convince ourselves that the one that “looked nice”
would have to do on a budget such as mine.

“Hang on,” said The Chief. “Bugger Truscotts, let's
try one more place.” He suggested a place called Hi-Fi
Acoustics on Hindmarsh Square, the place where he'd
bought his own Volkswagon sized TV from a very helpful
gay German. The moment we walked through the door,
it became clear that I would be pushing it to even
afford one of their catalogues, let alone one of their
products. The gay German was sympathetic and pointed
us towards a place called Grenfell Hi-Fi. “On Grenfell St
right?” “No, Gawler Place actually.” Of course.

We pushed open the glass door of the mis-named
Grenfell Hi-Fi and déja vu set in. There it sat again on a
display shelf- silver, wood and ... no surround sound.

“Can I help you?” said the salesman. Very patient
with a couple of lads gawking at his products.

“Yeah,” replied The Chief, lightly touching the blank
silver panel where an array of Dolby buttons should
have sat. “This doesn’t have surround sound.”

If the salesman was suspicious, as he should have
been with two young men touching his stereo like the
apes groping that pillar in 2001, he didn’t show it. “No,
this model doesn't have it, but I can order in one that
does.” o

“The guy at Truscott’s said that this one only came
with surround.”

The salesman allowed himself a little smile. “Ah.
The thing about that is that the people at Truscott’s
are very liable to get this confused,” he indicated his
elbow, “With this.” He now pointed to the seat of his
pants. It was a funny joke, but we were still in a state
of disbelief. He pressed on. “I see you have a CD there-
would you like to test it out?”

We would. Qver the strains of 46 & 2’ I leaned over
to The Chief,

“I like this stereo. I'm going to buy it.”

“It's a hundred bucks more than you've got,” he
replied. “You want to borrow a hundred?” A brave move
from a true friend who knew he would have to drink
$100 worth of beer just so that his mate could get a bit
of boom in his bedroom. The salesman leaned over.

"Tell you what, it's Easter, it's five to five- Il knock
a hundred off for you.”

“Sold!” High fives all round and even though I'm
not sure the salesman really wanted to join in, he did
anyway. True commitment.

The End.

Sam Franzway

_______ ondit@adelaide.edu.au



QV(a a’s Indian
Q{staurant

10 Market Street,
“Adelaide (just off (souger)

¢ “Tucked ‘away in secluded Market Street, is Maya's Indian
- Restaurant, where you ¢ can experience the exquisite taste of fine
~Indian cuisine.
o D first visited. Maya’s earlier in the year whilst in the midst
G qf starvation, so I thought it best to return and see whether the
food really was delicious, or if my stomach was in fact, simply in
denial. After trying the butter chicken, I can safely say there was
no. exaggeration, the food really is excellent.
‘Between us, my compadre and I ordered butter chicken, chicken
malai tikka, papadums, mango chutney, and a mango flavoured
‘ =,“yoghurt drink called a mango lassi. The butter chicken is yoghurt
and marinated spicy chicken cooked in cream, tomatoes and
butter sauce. This dish just melts in the mouth, and is probably a
good choice for those like me whose mouth isn't really designed
to cope with the high temperatures spicy food tends to recreate.
t first glance the meal seems to be a little undersized but my
stomach was more than full before I could catch a rewarding
glimpse of the hottom of the plate. I'd say it was simply superb,
but then I'd have used up all of my adjectives. '
- The chlcken malai tikka was also superb, boneless pieces of
chicken marinated in cream, cheese; coriander and spices and
kewer Cpoked in the tandoor. The chicken was so tender it seemed
to dissolve in a way that left all of the flavour of the dish in the
mouth but seemed to make the chicken just disappear. We ordered
the papadums because, well that's just what you do, and although
don’t really know the difference between a good papadum and
a bad one, [ can say that they were OK. As for this Mango Lassi
i lets just say 1 do.some brave things for you. The first sign
t-was going to be pretty gross was the way the weight of the
’ supported its straw, so that it stood straight in the middle
1 5 The second slgn was prohably my taste buds packing

mam can yange between $10 and $19 dependmg on the

as are hagher‘ than those iri the Mayo, but wo't break the -



““Tf Frank doesm't get out of

“find ‘a  kangaroo head in their bed”
' So quipped the late Bob Hope when
~news of Frank Sinatra’s. tumultuous
1974 Australian Tour reached the
- US. In The Night We Called It a Day,
- Australian - director

_Adelaide Festival besides. Peter Sellers’

the tour with' Australian actors Joel
- Edgerton, ' Rose Byrne, David Field

~ and Portia Di Rossi, joined by Melanie .
_ Griffith, David Hemmings'and Dennis
 Hopper as Ol Blue Eyes himself.
- ‘Edgerton (aka “Mr Cathy Freeman” to
" 'the New Weekly readers out there) is
~ Rod Blue, a young struggling concert -

“'promoter,who -manages: to: convince

" Sinatra to tour Australia. When Sinatra.

and his entourage airive at the airport,
the local press bombards: him with
guestions. about: Marilyn : Monroe's
death ‘and . whether: .the - Johnny

Fontaine character in The Godfather is

based on Frank - hence the kangaroo

refers to news reporter Hilary (Portia

" Di Rossi) as a “$2 hooker”, a remark -
he then retracts because “she isn't
worth a buck and a half.” Qutraged at’
the remarks, Hilary starts a campaign

against Sinatra. 114 trade unions join
her, Sinatra and his entourage become

_On Dit 71.14

Australia soon, " someone’s ' going ‘to

prisoners in their hotel yoom, and Rod
Blue's dream concert tour seems  in
tatters. ‘

The cast’s natural performances are
easy to relate to. Edgerton is appealing

_as Rod Blue, and we want him to succeed
i ~in: his  venture,” Rose Byrne is very
an Paul ~ Goldman -
{whose.2002: film . Australian - Rules
+ was the best thing to come out of the

likeable as Audrey, Rod’s assistant, Given
the fact that she'sin every Australian
film -due “for release in:the next 12

: tival besid r - months we might as well get used to her,
.. resignation) ' recreates the story of -

and.'she pouts solemnly with lips that

Melanie Griffith and her plastic surgeon.

can only dream of and attempt to create
respectively. Portia di Rossi makes Hilary

_ nasty enough that we don't mind that
" Frank called her a $2 hooker, and her

attempted seduction of Rod vindicates
this.: Melanie ' Griffith ' is : excellent: as
Batbara,  Frank's sassy ‘girlfriend, ‘and

for someone whose previous endearing
~quality was once being married to Sunny
from Miami. Vice, we cant help but

be impressed. She may play the same

bombshell part film after film, but she
plays ‘them very well. Dennis Hopper. is.

totally believable as Frank, with all his

faults and heart of gold, and David Field -
head. The trouble starts when Frank':

provides great comic relief with his beer-
skulling, skirt-chasing Bob Hawke, The
“You could. be Prime Minister one day”

line to him makes the audience cringe

to.think we elected this person 4 times.
His Godfather-esque " dream sequence;
complete - with :decapitated Skippy, is
great. : :

With a vast catalogue of Sinatra’s
music ~avajlable, . Goldman uses it
to great effect, with “That’'s life’
serenading a birth and a fight scene
simultaneously a highlight. The smooth
lounge sounds are offset by some 70
rock'n'roll (including: vintage OzRock),
which does well to further demonstrate
the two distant worlds colliding within
the film.

One of the best things about this
film is that it’s an international story
setin Australia, and doesn't overdo the
“too. Aussie for Aussie .chuck another
shrimp . on the Barbie mates” cliche.
The orily cringe: factors are  the “Rod

.Blue - from - Woolloomooloo” mantra,

and “more shots. of Sydney Harbour
than' we - saw “during the Sydney
Olympics and Mission Impossible 2
combined, This will be promoted as a
Dennis Hopper/Melanie Griffith vehicle
internationally, and hopefully there are
enough Easy - Rider/Working Girl fans
out: there to make it succeed. Prequels
and sequels may keep our film industry
ticking over, but it’s strong films with
international appeal like The Night We
Called it-a Day that can make Australia
a net exporter of films, and allow our
domestic industry to flourish.

Dale Amtsberg

__ondit@adelaide.edu.au_

WITHMATTYO

FILMS WORTH
SEEING

1. Confessions Of
A Dangerous Mind
2. Narc

3. Identity

4. Cypher

5. The Night We
Called It A Day

e

VIDEO/DVD TO
BUY /RENT

1. 24 Hour Party
People

2. The Pianist

3. Radiohead: 7
Television Commercials
4. Catch Me If You Can
5. Stop! Or My Mom
Will Shoot

FIVE HIGHLY
EDUCATIONAL FILMS
WORTH STUDYING

1. Ferris Bueller's Day Off
2. 0ld School

3. Dazed & Confused
4. Dead Poets Society
5. Harry Potter & The
Philosophers Stone (go
Hogwarts)

LEAST
EDUCATIONAL
FILMEVER

Pret-a-Porter



- D1r- H1royuk1 K1takubo
Mercury Cmema. Her01c Cmema ugust 6, 2003 .

' ~but to me thls was of little 1mportance as Blood is imeless tale of the battle :
- to save humaruty from the supematural The action s¢ re“l phenomenal in
- ‘partlcular the penultlmate ﬁght in the Air Force hangar and Saya’s slay'mg of one
- of the lead demons (then in human form) At 47 minutes Blood is short but this
" suits the fﬂm s fast-pace. - ‘ ‘
The next ep1sode of Heroic Clnema Volcano Hzgh (screenmg Septembe
4)isa ﬂashy Korean martlal arts ﬂlck w1th spec1al effects that look like nvahng
] ‘those in the Matnx. ! , / , :

Edward Wong Hau Pepelu Tivrusky 4"‘




Literature

If you like...

If you are able to read and write, come down to
the On Dit office and relieve us of a free review
book. Stick to the deadlines, and keep your re-

view between 300 to 400 words, and I m sure

we 1l get along just fine.

Here is a sample of the fine selection
currently available for your perusal:

Wolfskin
Juliet Marillier
Pan McMillan

Henrys Daughter
Joy Dettman
Pan McMillan

Dead Ringer
Lisa Scottoline
Pan McMillan

Friendly Strect New Poets
Fight

Anthology

Wakefiled Press

Slipstream
Elizabeth Jane Howard
Pan McMillan

Misconceptions
Terry McGee
Pan McMillan

The Scar
China Mieville
Pan McMillan

Faking It
Jennifer Cruise
Pan McMillan

The year [ said goodbye
Peter Winter
Wakefield Press

Black Valley
Jim Brown
Pan McMillan

Evelyn
Evelyn Doyle
Orion Books

Terminator Gene
Ian Irvine
Earthlight Publishing

Scaredy Cat
Mark Billingham
Time Warner Paperbacks

Kushiels Chosen
Jacqueline Carey
TOR Fantasy

The Travels of Ibn Battutah
Tim Mackintosh-Smith
Pan McMillan

Subpoena Colada
Mark Dawson
Pan McMillan

Crescent
Diana Abu-Jaber
Pan McMillan

The Messenger
Des Ryan
Pan McMillan

The Girl Green As Elderflower

Randolph Stow

University of Queensland Press

Seven Types of Ambiguity
Elliot Perfman
Pan McMillan

?lOt spot

Here s a tempter for your enjoyment;

“Cassidy Blair, twenty-nine years old
and addicted to matching underwear,
is up to her G-string in trouble when
she decides to pay off her credit card
bill by taking on another job as a

sexual sleuth.”

ndit@adelaide.edu.au



Unfortunately I missed the first week
of competition, however I was ready and
raging for the second lot of heats last
week, The winners of the first week’s
heats were metal heads stigMARTYR,
and the bass-slapping Sledgehammock.
On Wednesday the 13% (the ‘Alternative
Mix’ night), it may have been a sure sign
of bad luck that half of the competing
bands had to pull out for various reasons.
Confessions of Crap Artists lived up to
their name by pulling out very early in
the week, and similarly the interestingly
titled The White Noise where nowhere to
be seen. Fortunately this by no means
retarded the quality of the bands that
played on the night. First on where heat
winners Pseudo Models (pictured above).
Upon entering the stage Pseudo Models
immediately had a strong and amusing
stage presence - all in cocky, glam
‘model’ chic, including gross studded
shirts, sharp Gucci ties, vomit-resembling
pop-art jackets and the tightest leather
pants I have ever seen! They played

Band Archwe No 12

Yes, after two non-attendance slips the B
hawe really had to do my homework to res

a dandy Warhols / Placebo styled glam
rock that was as infectious as Chlamydia.
The image, self depreciatory humour and
interesting sound of Pseudo Models was
only marred by the ridiculously short
time that they played for - especially
seeming there was only one other band
playing for the night. Possibly they also
need to stop playing at the same time,
and work on their one liners; “We've
had more photoshoots than gigs!”, but
apart from that they were a lot of fun.
After them were the lo-fi experimental
two piece Walters Bald. These guys were
very impressive, capable of both being
very interesting and intricate musically,
and then playing all out noise. The use
of multiple voice and guitar pedals and
effects meant that their 45 minute set
remained interesting despite their lack
of instrumentation. Possibly Walters
Bald were treated unfairly in not making
it to the next round however Pseudo
Models certainly had the commercial
and visual edge over any two piece,

is back to school. I
more cool and obscure

grand ﬂnale to this segment, but until then Ill continye to satiat
for this kind of subculture sh1t

On Thursday the 14% there was yet
more disappointing band no-shows,
however, the three bands that did
manage to rock up put their all into
the performance. Lazarus played very
tight alternate rock, however they failed
to display any outstanding features
that may place them ahead of anyone
in their round. The lead singer (who
looked remarkably like a thin Sandman)
had a voice that was quite beautiful
and emotional; but unfortunately, the
music was not interesting enough to
‘deliver. Round winners Close Call were
the obvious standouts of the night.
Their mix of metal and pop-punk has
been done to death but still capable.
What made them an amazing sight
was both their matching white hessian
sacks ' and hormonally charged energy
onstage. Their crowdpleasing acts such as
sprinting around the bar and chewing the
fat with the audience went down cutely.
The young Close Call lads also had a bit of
audience participation when they found

. ol fad e

Dear Wolf And Cub: Please contact
me ASAP!

This 3-track demo has just about
convinced me that I have heard
the next big thing to come from
Adelaide. They play wild, out of
control garage that lies somewhere
in the vicinity of Sonic Youth,
Mogwai, and punk era Siouxsie
And The Banshees, Their riffs are
repetitive, yet sound different every
time they play them and the guitars
sound like they are tuned within an
inch of breaking. The coolest thing,
however, is the Johnny Rotten/PIL
snotty, whiney vocals that are fired
from all members of the band. They
seemed to have found their perfect
raw sound, and would be absolutely
mind blowing live. Plenty of droning,
guitar . effects and go-woe tempos
and nonsensical, surrealist lyrics
also make the band more interesting
than your average three chord
wonders, The only question I have
is; do you guys need a keyboardist? -

Jimmy Trash

someone to play keys in a rocking version
of Sir Mix-A-Lot's ‘Baby Got Back’, which
was quite amusing and well done. They
certainly were the standout band from
the night. Pale Face, the closers of the
night, were the sharpest band of the
night, yet they simply just couldn't
cut it against the pure energy of the
previous performance. As a band, Pale
Face are tighter than a scout knot, and
the carefully rehearsed costume changes
of the lead singer - 4 in total I believe -
accompanied with his macabre props all
looked impressive, but there just wasn't
the passion. The instrumentalists were
by far the most skilled for the night, but
they just couldn't seem to entertain the
crowd.

The Band Competition continues next
week so be sure to show some support
before the finals held on Thursday
the 28th , which should be absolutely
spectacular!

Jimmy Trash

JC's logal mysic,

19 Luide

- Local female fronteed rockers An-
gelik will be launching their new album
Unclean on Saturday August 23 in what

will probably be a packed gig at the

Enigma Bar: Supporting will be High
Stakes and Ethyl's Wreck. Doors open at

8.30 and admission $8.

- This Thursday at the UniBar Band
Competition holds a highlight that is
worth mentioning. The debut of death
country band Alabama Shutdown, a pet-
formance that, from what I have heard,
cannot be missed.

In a band? Not good enough to earn
promotion through grown-up media
outlets? Write in to JC's Gig Guide
for a free write up, You never know,
you may even get to see the illustri-
ous man in the (peachy and hairless)
flesh.
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I managed to catch a bit of culture last week when crime? Horrifically blinding a man innocently going
I took the missus and a few work friends to see Equus about his job delivering newspapers with a powerful : ‘
performed by the Univeristy Theatre Guild at the Little (and last time I checked, illegal outside of a shooting DO 1101-3 P‘I"O‘ﬂ ounce
Thgat;e on campus. It wlas nicely done_in my opinion, - range) handgun. It's a tad ironic don’t you think? \ ‘ ‘ v q v
and the very intimate theatre space suited the play's Now, I'd like to clarify that I mean the Guild no .E_L é .‘_ .‘.
dark and visceral themes; director Geoff Crowhurst has. actual harm (to be honfgst, I'm quite fond of their Q werd artiA ah
a keen eye for detail. For those unfamiliar with the ‘work), but surely On Dit readers will agree this is in very 1
basic premise, a young boy is put.in the care of a jaded poor taste by anyone’s definition. Perhaps Mr Nemer has - a r'%'e eh“'
psychologist for treatment after committing a terrible a sense of humour (albeit dark) and is trying to regain
act of violence. His crime? Hornflcally bhndlng six  favour with the consumer public. Then again, perhaps

horses with a sharp metal spike, " “put of sight, out of mind” would have been the best : Wﬁu yu bCSt av01d the Arts &
Now, we all know how much the theatre and vnderh policy for this scenario. .

arts community needs sponsors, corporate friends I considered contacting the Theatre Guild to verify atre S@Cthn Of On Dlt

and benefactors; Lord knows if it wasn't for their well ~whether or not they were aware of the court case at the =

meaning, completely altruistic support it would be time (and the subsequent Rann-led inquiry and appeal) = POI‘ Other lOC&l artIStS

hard to do anything in this town, since the plebs seem  and had considered its implications, but then again, 'm ]()()k ing for abito f exposure,

hardly able to sustain it on their own. So it was with "not an investigative journalist, merely a shit stirring

great interest that I cast my eye down the programme's courtier of controversy. That said, do me a favour and . . Pleaqe CODtst our Chal mlng

list of sponsors to see whom I should take my dollar to  ¢ount with me the number of days before this story gets
(and show my- support for their, er, show of support). splashed throughout our local daily, and all eyes turn to

 subeditors Maxim and Leo
only to spy with my little eye the following entry Paul' blind lady justice to intervene for real this time. . “tQ o_rganise your On Dit
Nemer and TipTop Dry Cleaning. ‘

For those unfamiliar with the name, Mr. Nemer has _+ Dr. Von SnoopenStein Hdelbllt‘()l'l 83035404 or email
become a bit of a minor local celebrity in the last week Haians Ondit@adelalde.edu.au

or so after committing a terrible act of violence.His

The 790/‘607 »XM 2003

oo PG Lo pin Dance| H R HA Y
Vokda & OJ - the
best $20 ever spent'

e 7-.«/‘«

The Spicy Femmes arrive at Temmik’s
shirt and tie party...

X.X;

..minus Logan, the Voice of Reason Ooh... | don't feel so good

,//!/ wonder what
\ .. thegirlsareupto
{i‘o.

Oh...

What was lthmkmg'?g 7
¢

i

leo, georgina, lyndall

_ ondit@adelaide.edu.au



‘ documénted for a week w1thout thelr
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There has always been something un-
deniably free spirited and creative about
Jane's Addiction that has attracted the
world from:these heady days of ‘80s Cali
punk fusion.,. However, wind the clock
forward 20 ‘years and- the ‘subtleties,

been replaced with an all-Hollywood,
take-me-seriously-because-I-am-rock
‘ e - attitude. -Somehow,

i to see:that:just

~guitar - and - vocals
at’ the' beginning,
and maybe in:the
~interlude of a song
doesn't:- make it
subtle, T There - is
nothing subtle, hu-
or artistic

Sure, it rocks, the
DVD component: is
some fun on the
special edition, and
the current  single
“Just - Because’ has
a. killer hook ‘that
oU're going -to-get

P

day. - Sure, a love

sense of humour, and artistic’flair have.

_the group has failed

putting - some . soft" | lov
~tain’ Song’ of. the “past.

inyour-head <all

Perry TFarrell, Dave Navarro or the like
helps, but upon seeing the front cover of
this master pose of an album, it's almost
unavoidable to think there is some kind
of violation of the Jane's Addiction name
and creed, - Well, perhaps I'll take back
the hit about humour,” The film clip for
‘Just Becanse” is a great laugh, however
maybe that's just because they didn't re-
alise just how close they were coming to
the Spinal Tap dogma. There are no long
beawtiful,” dynamic, ‘developing tracks
likethe. beloved “Three Days" or ‘Moun-
Dynamics: are
jolty and circumcised, lyrics are shallow,
almost thoughtless, and Navarro.is on
fire wanking off till high noon with his
guitar. Standouts on the 11 tracks: ‘Just
Because’, “The Riches’ which is the best
return to form, sounding like it might
even be a single, T think Perry puts it
best when he tells us about what the
band are doing back in the studio: “Ged
made us sexy motherfuckers, so. we've
got to maintain that. Otherwise, you're
gonna be left with some ugly politicians
to look at every night, and I know you
don't want to do that.

Prof. Booty



Super Furry Animals
Phantom Power
Sony

So what do you get on a Super
Furries album? Oddness of the most
sublime saccharine variety that, I would
go so far as to say it is utterly unique to
this small tribe of Welshmen. What may
look like a quirky song title on the cover
(‘Golden Retriever’, Venus & Serena’),
only gets more quirky when you read
the lyrics, but add music and you‘ve just
been quirked out of your mind with their
classic seventies ballad-man harmonies.
If only Elton did political satire!

SFA provide the whole package, from
artwork to lyric, glam rock to country
they’re absolutely bonkers. Whether
you want to pay attention to everything
and critique they're work, or just have
some overblown rock to chill out to,
SFA deliver. Just make sure you don't
let you're parent(s) hear them, as they
might introduce you to the Beach.Boys
or something.

Take this album as you will, just be
sure you've got a fair pinch of salt and
your tongue firmly in your cheek.

Prof. Booty

Boysetsfire
‘Tomorrow Come Today
~ Wind-Up/Sony

~ Boysetsfire are another of those ge-
neric ‘we can't decide whether we're rock
or thrash or punk or rap’ bands from
somewhere in the US. As soon as the

album begins with ‘Eviction Article’, so
does the screaming and whining. Then,
someone must have told them because
they go a bit Bodyjar and it sounds pret-
ty good! But, they get over their sudden
burst of talent pretty quickly. Boysetsfire
represents, to me, the ultimate opening
act - I sat through this CD just waiting
for the next band to start so I could
forget what I just heard. But enough
harshness. If Boysetsfire stuck to the
decent melodies and catchy choruses of
‘Full Colour Guilt, ‘Handful of Redemp-
tion” and their hidden track ‘With Every
Intention’ (which is a genuinely good
track), they could be a really good punk
outfit. Vocalist Nathan Gray has some de-
cent range and can actually sing, while
guitarist Josh Latshaw cranks out some
good riffs. But they squeal aggressively
too often and so, their CD will never be
played again by this reviewer.

Massiv Micky D

arpiheil barswrsno

Hot Action Cop
Self-titled
Lava Records

When you hear the term Nu Metal
what comes to mind? Durst...Staind...or
perhaps Chester Bennington's band. Now
we have Nashville's finest Hot Action Cop
and their self-titled debut effort. The

first single to taken from the record is .

the high-energy anthem ‘TFever for the

Ftava' This track demonstrates the lyrical

ability of the group, as it opens with the
lines; “Do you think I could get some?
Jiggy, jiggy. Maybe just a little finger.

- Sticky, sticky.” Impressed? Lead singer/

guitarist Rob Werthner does not lack en-

‘thusiasm or energy, however he fails to

express himself with any real clarity. It is
hard to move on from the manufactured
element of Hot Action Cop; for instance,
with the track ‘Don't Want Her to Stay’
were Werthner pointlessly name checks
both Tom Cruise and Britney Spears. This
debut fails to reach any greater heights
than being a C grade Nu Metal record.
You've been warned.

Alex Moran

Cerys Matthews
Cockahoop
Warner

After splitting with Catatonia in
2001, Cerys Matthews has been writing
and writing, culminating eventually in
the album she had been wanting to make
all her life. Cockahoop is a collection of
folky, slightly abstract but enjoyable
songs featuring the unique sound of
Matthews’ voice. Using primarily acoustic
instruments, the album is a picturesque
blend of heartfelt ballads. Emphasised by
the ‘rough edges’ on the album, produc-
tion was kept to a minimum, resulting in
an offering greatly different to Catato-
nia’s sound. Almost reminiscent of Bjork
at times, Cockahoop is greatly original
and may not suit fans of her previous
band, but will definitely satisfy the pal-
ates of folk music fans. Cerys gained in-
spiration for some tracks from Bob Dylan,
and this is very evident. So while staying
true to Cerys’ Welsh heritage, Cockahoop
is diverse, modern and rare.

Tito -

Al Green
L-0-V-E Songs
Shock Records

Deep in the heart of every music fan
is soul music (just bear with me if you
do not agree), and deep in the heart of
soul music is Al Green. The pure passion
with which every word is spoken by Al
Green is so clearly evident in his music,
This latest collection of greatest hits is
a testament to his amazing music and
the affect it is still having on the world
of music today. My personal highlight is
the smooth melodies of the six minute
version of 'How Can You Mend A Broken
Heart' demonstrating Green's love for the
music. The album gets of to an amazing
start with ‘Here I Am’ and finishes
wonderfully with a small number of

covers featuring ‘My Girl’ and ‘Unchained
Melody.! L-0-V-E Songs is great, with the
soul and longing heard on it showing
how truly extraordinary some people can
be when they use their gifts to their full
extent.

Tito

.Ashanti
Chapter II
Murder Inc./ Universal

“Murder Inc’s own princess” Ashanti
is back, and this time with no sign of
reqular collaborator, Ja Rule. Chapter
II begins with an ‘Intro/Medley’ and
‘Shany’s World” which hardly features her
at all. The album proper starts at track
three with the sexy first single ‘Rock
Wit U (Awww Baby). Ashanti has shed
her clothes for Chapter II and gained a
new sexier image. Ashanti has a vocal
strength that most artists would lose
their right arm for and is sounding more
and more like the late Aaliyah. The pro-
duction is very ‘80s inspired and often
jazz influenced (‘Rain On Me'). Ashanti
sticks with her strength, the mid tempo
groovers like ‘Feel So Good and ‘Ohhh
Ahhh' with it's Janet Jackson-esque
vocal layerings. It's just the constant
name-checking on Chapter II that ir-
ritates me, and the often silly skits. If
anything Chapter II proves that Ashanti
is an artist in her own right, as opposed
to the chick who just sings the chorus in
Ja Rule songs.

Glitz Mullet

The Fugees
Greatest Hits
Columbia/ Sony

There's no denying that the Fugees
were one of the most important hip hop
groups of the ‘90s but I must admit that
I was disappointed by this Greatest Hits
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package. Sure they only released two al-
bums and it contains all the hits, but I
still feel a little a little cheated. Firstly,
the sticker on the front claims that the
CD contains their “hit solo releases” yet
there is nothing from Lauryn Hill’s solo
albums, and the same sticker also claims
that the CD features Wyclef's ‘911, which
is absent. Some of the tracks have been
remixed, and there is the inclusion of
‘Ghetto Superstar’ from Pras but no new
tracks, no unreleased material. Kill-
ing Me Softly’ and No Woman No Cry’
illustrate the Fugees amazing skill of
reinterpreting other peoples songs, also
featured ‘Fu-Ge-La' and ‘Ready or Not’
from 10 million selling The Score. The
Fugees have a quality back catalogue,
but if you already own The Score, this
package is pushing to be value for money
and doesn’t do the band justice.

Glitz Mullet

Grand Drive

hinci P

Grand Drive
Grand Drive
BMG

These four guys play a brand of alt
country music that is pretty similar to
Wilco. The thing that surprised me most
about this band is that they are from
England. I'm fully used to thinking that
these types of bands are from America.
The self-titled album is their first release
In Australia and I think it is supposed to
be a kind of introduction for us to the
band. The albwum is a compilation of a
few songs from each of their previous
three records and I dont think there’s
any new material on there.

I think their sound is very similar to
that of Wilco except I think they’re more
country and less rock. The best tracks on
the CD are ‘A Little Like You', You And
I" and ‘Nobody's Song In Particular’ They
use a lot of piano, organ and keyboards
in their music and that’s because they
have a dedicated keyboardist.

Overall I think that this is a pretty
good album with some really good songs,
but just a little too country for my lik-
ing.

Jang Luu

Michelle Branch
Hotel Paper
Maverick

Michelle Branch is another of the
pop-rock, slightly edgy female artists
filling the void Sheryl Crowe left. (Ironi-
cally there is a duet on the album with
Sheryl Crowe.) Hotel Paper is a catchy
guitar-based album, and pretty much
keeps to the same style the entire time.
Most tracks are slowish not-quite angry
girl ballads which express great emotion
through passionate singing and heartfelt
lyrics. It is evident that there is a great
deal more to Michelle Branch than there
first appears to be. She looks and sounds
exactly the same as Vanessa Carlton, but
through expert production and great
arrangements, particularly in ‘Empty
Handed, and extremely complex and
original album is offered. Branch writes
her own songs very maturely and even
though I would not buy this album, she
has my respect for being herself in such
a fake industry. :

Tito

Rooney
Self-titled
Geffen/Interscope

This is the self-titled debut from LA
pop five-piece Rooney. Rooney like fellow
American retro-obsessives The Sights,
knock out bouncy pop that relocates you
from your living room to a never-ending
summer on the West Coast freeways. The

highlight of this record is the glorious
‘Sorry, Sorry’ in which Rooney achieve
the perfect rhythm and energy of a clas-
sic pop song. Al times Rooney sound
like Ash’s poppyist moments mixed with
Weezer's best moments without the Bud-
dy Holly glasses. Even though there is
much to like about Rooney the underlin-
ing problem is their lyrics. This weakness
is highlighted on track 4 * I'm a terrible
person’ as Robert Carmine sings; “It's
gonna be a bad day come someday.” This
is just one example of lazy song writing.
However, Rooney can be forgiven as they
are a band that ooze potential and this is
generally an enjoyable debut.

Alex Moran

Crazy Baldheads
I-Sonic Boom
Fly Music/Universal

For all intents and purposes I want to
like this record. I know that the dub/hip
hop scene is emerging as a major player
in the Australian music market, I know
that the former musical outings of the
groups members are star-spangled and
I know that many an indie music critic
has lent major kudes to this outing. The
problem is however - I don't. From the
outset the sounds and feel seem to be
a reproduction of some great sound or
feeling that I have heard or had before,
Crazy Baldheads are obviously not devoid
of talent and some of the beat creation
is very nice, originality is another mat-
ter. At times lethargic (‘Recharge’) and
predominately borrowed, with lyrics
from ‘Before the Sun Can Rise' straight
from Sublime’s as yet unpublished Happy
Rhymes for Dummies, Unfortunately the
album doesn't peak with the first single,
‘HeartQuake’ (amazingly clever play
on words innit?), but plunges toward
the irritating while firmly entrenching
itself with the I-can't-believe-it's-not-
machine-gun-fellatio ‘Kinky Style' The
closing dub number ‘To The Lovers &
The Rockers’ tries valiantly to redeem it's
eleven predecessors, but unfortunately
the fate of I-Sonic Boom is already a for-
gone conclusion.

Fear Factory
Hatefiles
Label?

This collection of b-sides and remixes
was released by Roadrunner Records to
sell the last of Fear Factory's work to
their loyal fans. It has been released
just in time- just over a year since this
fantastic band separated. Only serious
fans will purchase this release, and I sus-
pect many of those would have already
downloaded various rarities from the in-
ternet. The collection features a number
of remixes by Junkie XL, including two
versions of ‘H-K (Humter Killer). There
are also remixes of the brilliant single
‘Resurrection’, and the cover of Gary
Numan's ‘Cars’ which features Numan
on vocals throughout. Neither of these
remixes is particularly different from the
original, so you need to read the linear
notes to know what has changed. There
are also demos and live versions of songs
to ‘satisfy fans, as well as ‘Terminate’,
which was the final song to be recorded
by the band.

Silverfuck




Following up on the recent release of their latest

single ‘Déja vu' and the accompanying single tour,

Something For Kate's new album The Real Fiction

Erge i v promises to be another emotionally driven and

a ih 0 / Kindun accomplished masterpiece. The video clip for ‘Déja vu’
. . and well as the title of the album indicate an interest in
" of. breaking down barriers, or perhaps even being trapped
in a situation. The band is something of a veteran in
ralian music scene, after signing with Craig

from Sony in 1996. After thinking about

N Mandy‘Kane
B ’Stab’ ;

The most stnkmg thmg about Mandy Kane's smgle
is the funky electronic ‘sound. The second striking
‘thmg is that Mandy has written, recorded produced
and mixed the tracks on this smgle ‘Stab’ is a catchy,

elt- rounded song that h1ghl1ghts Mandys talent forfg
O g wntmg and performing. He invokes visions of
glamorous male pop stars with more make up than I
could ever wear. Moreover, the B-sides The Criminal
BLovers’ and ‘Wonderfreak’ helghten the antlcrpatlon for
Kane 3 debut album ‘ ‘

Ladyl.az
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. Basketball survey
| participants needed

I am looking for participants to
take part in a questionnaire I am
administering for my honours (market-
ing) course. Minimal basketball/NBA

knowledge is required, and you will -
“have the chance to win $230, a bas-
ketball or some clothing by partici-
pating. If you are interested, email
basketball@adelaide.edu.

Peace Club meeting

In response to popular demand a
further meeting has been called to test
interest in forming a club to promote
peace issues on campus and facilitate
student participation in the peace
‘movement.
Rendezvous:

Wednesday August 27,
in the Clubs Common Room at
1.10pm.
Sam Kelly, David Faber
& Bruce Hannaford

Media Ball

The Adelaide University Media Ball is
this Saturday, August 23!

It's at the Hyatt's swanky-Gr:

room, with pre-dinner dri
at 7pm (formal proce
underway at 7.30).
for AUMA members‘and $70.for non-

members, and will be on sale Monday,

Tuesday and Wednesday from 11am

until 2pm, outside Unibooks.
And don't miss the after party at
Sugar!

Hey guys!

For all pride members, queer stu-
dents and queer: friendly students
there will be a Pride Meeting on
Wednesday August 20 at 1pm in the
Rainbow Room on Level 6
of the Union Buﬂdmg

Make your friends jealous! Flashy
Yamaha R1 for sale - 2001 model, only
6000km, complete with service history.

This bike stands out from the crowd
being Yamaha blue with shiny polished
rims and an awesome Yoshi exhaust.

At just $11,500 ono you won't find

a bike like this anywhere else!

Call Nick on 0428 212 810 and come
and see for yourself!

Please come and make
Pride a happening club,
For any further details
please email Adam at
adam.roe@student.adelaide.edu.au

Adelalde Unuversuty, Nth Tce Campus
Mon 18t & Thurs 21 August ‘
. 11am-2.00pm |
In the Wills, Level 1 Unlon Buuldmg

There is no vaccine available (o] protect against Meningococcal
group B disease therefore it is important that after vaccination
with Meningococcal C vaccine you must still be alert for
symptoms of other strains of meningococcal disease.

_If you are turning 20+ in 2003, vaccine will be available on
| ‘campus at a low cost of $55 or contact your local counCiI. |

‘jj'_j'F‘urther |nformat|on |s avallable by phonmg your |ocal“”
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It is, in fact, nothing short of

a miracle that the modern methods

of instruction have not entirely

- strangled the holy curiosity of
inquiry.

~Albert Einstein



