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Dear Eds,

| write in response to Hugh Denton's
column in the Sexuality Edition of On Dit.

1 agree that discrimination is an issue
that should concern us all, but the
discussion of it does not divert attention
from improving access to heatthcare

or improving the ports, as Mr Denton
suggests. Those issues affect everyone
and as such, there will always be enough
people concerned about those issues

to ensure they get media coverage and
attention from the government.

No, the issue here is that the
discrimination of same-sex couples that
occurs in Australia affects only a relatively
small proportion of the population. It is
hard to get the attention these issues
deserve, and the Federal Government
relies on there being so few people
personally affected by the laws to keep it
out of the media.

Hugh, let me say this to you: one day,

! will want to have legal recogntion of

my same-sex relationship. Right now, |
couldn’t. Just because this is affecting me
and not you does not make it less worthy
of attention, and it sure as hell is not a
"fringe issue”, Nor is it a politicised issue,
it is a totally political one, My human
rights, (or lack thereof) rest in the hands
of a government which does not want me
to be recognised as fully equal with my
heterosexual peers.

This is important to me. It is just as
important as my access to health care or
being able to get a job. | want people to
talk about it. | want change. Don’t ever
tell me there are things in this country
more deserving of attention that my rights
as a human being,

John Pezy

PAST EDITOR STILI. EDITING

Dear Ben & Clalre,

Just a quick note from a former editor to
congratulate you on keeping up the fine
tradition of On Dit, and carrying it forward
_into a new generation.

On Dit 75.10

You are doing a great job guys, keeping
the tradition alive under very trying
circumstances.

One small thing: can someone please tell
Sophie Donoghue (On Dit Vol. 75. #8, Media
Watch) that whether or not the Russian
submarines are real, there are no penguins
in the Arctic.

All the best.

David Mussared
(On Dit co-editor 1983)

Dear Bobak,

| thought | was the only one that thought
‘Paper Tiger' sounded like ‘Melody’.
Neat,

Yours diligently,

Saskia Mountchesney

Dear reader,

Allow me to step down from my "objective
editor” high horse for a moment (hal) in
order to take issue with Hugh Denton’s
column in the War of the Political Clubs
section of last edition (75.9).

Mr Denton’s eagerness to dismiss the issue
of legal discrimination against people living
in same-sex relationships as a "fringe issue”
that does little more than "distract debate”
from other issues seems short-sighted, to
say the least. Granted, this issue does not
affect the majority of Australians, Neither
does the issue of child abuse in Indigenous
communities, nor the treatment of terror
suspects, though in no way does that make
these issues any less worthy of debate than
a Free Trade Agreement with China.

Mr Denton points out that our country has

a Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission, where other nations are

not so fortunate. [, too, am glad that

this {s the case, It should not, however,

be an excuse to do anything other than
constantly strive to improve the legal rights
of every Australian, regardless of their’
sexual orientation. To cite the fact that

the majority of Australians enjoy excellent




human rights is an inadequate diversion
from the fact that there are still couples
who are legally discriminated against daily;
it is complacent at best.

| apologise to Mr Denton if the question we
posed did not provide enough information
for him to "provide a sensible answer”,
though I'd like to point out that the Labor
and Democrats clubs’ representatives
seemed not to share his difficulty.

Ben Henschke

Dear Claire & Ben,

| had planned to write you a letter for the
75 birthday edition of On Dit from the
perspective of a past editor recounting all
the people we saved, those we offended and
the life-changing experiences we shared.
I’'ve thought about it carefully and have
come to the troubling conclusion that we
had it easy.

On Dit '95 was overrun with remarkable
writers and helpers. We had a healthy
printing budget. Qur advertising manager
smashed his quota without feeling the need
to compromise editorial values, Matthew
Rawes, Natasha Yacoub and | were paid an
honorarium that allowed us to spend freely
at the Blue & White most Sunday nights.
Life in the dungeon under the SAUA was
exhilarating, exhausting, insanely social and
productive,

Nevertheless, this isn’t a letter about the
past.

In 1995, we ran articles decrying the
concept of voluntary student unionism.
Those who planned its inception were
cooling their heels in opposition and were,
to my mind, a distant threat. Their small-
minded dogma was the thin edge of a wedge
that, by 2007, has passed right through the
centre of student life,

Nevertheless, this isn’t a letter about VSU,

Only the most insular, library-dwelling
hobbits would leave the University of
Adelaide closely resembling the people who
enrolled. When you emerge into the world
and realise how startlingly little of what
most of you have studied will be directly
applied in your careers, it will hit you how
important it was to spend your late teens

and early twenties exploring life on campus.
And how can you know what is going on if
there is no-one left to tell you?

That’s why | am glad that On Dit still
exists when so many of its sister papers
can only be found in archives and in the
reminiscences of the alumni of Australia’s
universities.

This is a letter about student life on the
campus of the University of Adelaide.
Long may it remain vital, notorious and
transforming for its contributors.

Ben and Claire, | don’t know anything about
On Dit *07. You may be red commies or
blue-blood capitalists. You may challenge
the system or you may be a conduit for
mainstream opinion. | don’t really care
because as long as the paper remains, there
will be new editors every year to do what
they want to do and say what they want to
say. On Dit ensures that the noise of student
life is never entirely drowned out by the
drone of lectures and tutorials. | admire
your dedication in keeping the paper going
unpaid and unfunded. More power to you.

Finally, to the University itself: create a fat
line item in your budget for On Dit. Don’t let
it fade away. You can differentiate yourself
in the global market place for prospective
students with clever advertising campaigns
but you need a marketable extra-curricular
soul on campus to attract more than the
most uncreative of minds, You won’t agree
with all of the content of every edition.
You’re not supposed to. No-one is. That's
the point.

Long live On Dit.

Bryan Scruby
Co-editor 1995

Dear Ben and Claire,

Just a note to say I'm somewhat
disappointed in music editor Chelsea
Sinnott’s biased and lacklustre report on
the National Band Competition at Unibar.
Despite starting with the quote ! thought
it would be poor form if we didn’t do our
diligent best to report to you all the bands
representing the uni...” Chelsea managed
to omit even naming the band that won,
on the night, "Against the Overdose”,
Although all other bands were mentioned

On Dit 75.10

and commented on, this band only rated

a mention as "the final band” Another
interesting point to note is that the band
that Chelsea clearly wanted to win-did not.
However, this was commented more as a
total miscarriage of justice as opposed to
the simple fact that the two winning bands
won by the main criteria for the night:
originality and musicianship.

Against the Qverdose did not "secure the
Battery Kids' warmed up crowd” but pulled
a much larger and completely different
crowd of people due to their powerful stage
presence.

Chelsea may not have been too pleased

with the outcome, but Against the Overdose
and Room One's many screaming fans were
more than happy. As a music editor, Chelsea
should take more notice of the many people
enjoying the music, rather than simply focus
on her own opinion.

Congratulations and good luck to the boys of
both bands for Friday night at Flinders!!

Amy

Dear Eds,

| was interested yet saddened to read
David's (why no last name?) article
‘Confessions of a Teenage Evangelical’
(Sexuality Edition). | just wonder if David
was aware that this year, while wearing

our matching red hoodies, the Evangelical
Union put on talks on the topics of Poverty,
Injustice and Death - exctly those issues that
David claims we simply turn a blind eye to.

As an Evangelical Christian, | am quite ready
to admit that | fail to be adequately enraged
by the plight of the poor. | also admit that,
out of no good work of my own, | have been
blessed to live in an extraordinarily rich and
peaceful nation, and have never faced fear
or poverty in the way others have. |

thank David for again reminding me of

this, even if | feel that most of his attack is
{thankfully) misplaced.

Sam Cohen
samuel.cohen®adelaide.edu.au

PS, If David would be interested in hearing
what was said at the talks on Poverty, etc...
please let me or another eu member know
and we would be happy to provide him,

or anycne else who is interested, with a
recording.
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Britney Spears is in trouble with the
law again. She has been charged with
multiple counts of hit and run as well
as driving without a valid license. On
August 6, Spears drove her car into
another vehicle as she was leaving a car
park. Instead of pulling over to assess
the damage and talk to the other driver,
'Spears drove off, The incident took
place in Los Angeles and was caught on
camera by the paparazzi. Spears could
face up to six months in jail and may
be charged up to $US1,000 for each
offence she committed.

The biggest sledging in years has
gone on in parliament this week with
the Labor Party accusing the Liberals
of making personal attacks on key
politicians Julia Gillard and Kevin
Rudd. As well as this, Laurie Oakes
has suggested that the Liberals are
circulating information within the
media which suggests that key Labor
politicians are gay. The latest attacks
show that tensions are running high
in the lead-up to the federal election
being called. The big question now is,
when will Howard set the date?

0J Simpson has been arrested and
charged with armed robbery in Las
Vegas after he was caught stealing his
own sports memorabilia. He was freed
after he paid SUS 125,000 bail and is
set to appear in court in October this
year. Simpson was acquitted of killing
his ex-wife and her best friend in 1995
and did not enter a plea at his latest
court appearance, Simpson has been
charged with armed robbery, assault
and kidnapping, If found guilty he could
spend a large number of years in jail.

Catt’s death, her parents
ered at the shows uncanny.

' ive weeks left in the sérles




Luisel Ramos had a promising career as a model, and was told by
her agency that she could go far if she lost weight. To that end, she
ate and drank nothing but salad and Diet Coke for three months.
During a fashion show in September 2006, she complained of feeling
unwell. Minutes after stepping off the catwalk, she collapsed and
died. The cause was heart failure as a result of malnutrition.
In February this year, Luisel Ramos’s sister Eliana - also a
model - was found dead by her grandmother. Once again,
the cause was heart failure as a result of malnutrition.
Luisel was 22, Eliana 18.

about the deaths of Luisel, Eliana and others of their
profession who have met the same fate is still hanging
around in the ether, it appears to have quietened
down quite a bit. It's even partly been replaced with
bad jokes about them becoming the ultimate fashion
victims. Ha bloody ha. However, the issue has been
obliquely resurrected by the current debate on the
age at which people should be allowed to model. This
blew up recently right here in Oz, after 12-year-old
Maddison Gabriel was made the face of the Gold
Coast Fashion Week. She turned 13 shortly after, but
that only makes the situation a hair's-breadth less
unsavoury. No one under the age of 16 is allowed
to model in Europe, and the Maddison incident
has raised questions about whether such a rule
should be applied here. Although the organisers
of the Gold Coast event argue that young people
have the right to pursue careers, and Maddison
herself says that if she can wear women's clothes
she should be allowed to model them, | hope I'm
not the only one getting a bit worried. She is a child,
There, it’s been said. Even though she won’t be hitting
the catwalks until she completes a modeling course
- her prize - she isn't the only extremely young
model in the universe. Next time you peruse Cosmo
or tune into The Fashion Channel, consider the fact
that some of the models we compare ourselves to
may still be children, No matter how beautiful they
may be, there is something deeply disturbing about
wishing you looked more like that 14-year-old in the
picture.

Luisel’s very public demise sparked a massive
furore in the fashion world, and led to the
banning of models with a Body Mass Index
(BMI} of less than 18 at Madrid’s fashion
week. For the record, a BM| of 18.5 or less
is classed as underweight by the World
Health Organisation. BMI is not by any means
a complete indicator of health; there are far
too many variables to take into account for that
to happen. However, it's nice to have a quantifiable
baseline, The regional government of Madrid, who
sponsors the fashion event, said at the time that the
fashion industry had a responsibility to project healthy
body image.

But is this true? At the end of the day, the fashion industry is
quick to point out that its primary objective is selling clothes.
Models are, for the most part, coat-hangers with the ability to
ambulate. There are of course exceptions: supermodels whose
very appearance can create a media storm; but in the end,
one model is much like another to a designer. The aim is not to
project an ideal, but to show designs to the greatest advantage.
Minimising the models maximises the bottom line, However, the
continuous barrage of waif-like, impossibly leggy models has an
effect on us, whether that’s the intention or not. By now we've
realised that most models are not role models at all - look at Kate
Moss. Even so, no matter what she does, there will always be people
aspiring to her spectacular level of skinniness.

Will the implementation of age limits, weigh-ins
and mathematical equations help fight the good
fight against negative body image? Sorry, no
idea. There's a chance that someone could
tick all the right boxes and still be unhealthy.
However, models are dying and many are
aspiring to ideals which are completely
unattainable. Something should be done

Looking through magazines can sometimes turn into a master - if only we knew what

class in inadequacy, complete with gnashing of teeth and cries
of “I'll never look like that.” Chances are, neither do the
women in the magazines most of the time. These images are
created using ideal lighting, makeup, hair styling, poses,
outfits, backgrounds, and so on and so forth. Hours go
into making sure that every hair falls as it should, and
that every outfit is expertly pinned into place. Even if
this fails, there's always the airbrush. And if you still
need something a little extra, your fallback position
is image manipulation software. You can skim off or
add inches wherever you like. You can even change
facial features. It's not real. For the most part, we
realise this. However, it's still hard to shake the
idea that this is what we should look like. Have
a look through the glossies, and it's usually the
same impossible standard everywhere you
turn: flawless skin, perfect hair and thin,
thin, thin. It may not be real, but it sure
gets reinforced.

Sophie Donoghue

(References)
'Skinny models banned from
catwalk’, CNN, September 13™ 2006,
http://www.cnn.com/2006/WQRLD/ .
europe/Q9/13/spain.models/
index.htmlisection=cnn topstories
*Are size zero models too thin for
the catwalk?’, in The Daily Mail,
September 18" 2006. http://
www.dailvmail.co.uk/pages/live/
femail/article.ntml?in_article
id=405600&in_page id=1879
*PM outraged over Fashion
Week's 12yo model', ABC
News, September 14" 2007.
http: //www.abc.net.au/
news/stories/2007/09/14/

2032831, htm
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OK, OK. | think those jokes about George W. Bush’s blundering
speech in which he mispronounced complicated words like ‘APEC’
and 'Australia’ have probably been overused, but you know, where
there is a bandwagon, | will jump upan it, Speaking of bandwagans,
it appears that our virtuous leaders have all jumped onto the ‘green
credentials’ bandwagon, which has rapidly become so full that it
threatens to tip over. As a result of APEC, aspirational goals to combat
climate change were set in the much vaunted ‘Sydney Declaration’,
which reads as follows:

"We, the APEC Economic Leaders, agree that economic
growth, energy security and climate change are fundamental
and interlinked challenges for the APEC region.. We are
committed, through wide-ranging and ambitious actions, to
ensuring the energy needs of the economies of the region while
addressing the issue of environmental quality and contributing
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.” i

The Sydney Declaration outlines several imperatives by whi
mitigate climate change. These include the developme
and zero emission technologies to ena neriuse of coal,
developing sustainabte forestry practj the estabtishment
of various committees to enhance en ronmental ties within the
region. The Sydney Declaration also higfilights some contradictions
between the objectives of the environmental-movement and the
objectives of social and economic rights; taking action on measures
that will mitigate economic growth has the potential to hurt the
poor disproportionately to the measures taken; if the impact on
the economy is not distributed equ1tably -amongst social classes and
incomes.

It 15 obvious that the economy js the main focus of the Sydney
Declaration - go read it yourself If you disagree. The Declaration
is littered with phrases emphas) the need:for ‘cost-effective’
solutions to global warming, and" ed to prioritise economic
growth over environmental considerations, Believe it or not, putting
economic growth first in declarative statutes is not accidental; these
things are drafted precisely to the letter. Any doubt that economic
growth is a mitigating factor in the development of climate change
strategies can easily be dismissed when one feads that, “These

initiatives are desrgned to support economlc growth and development

statement "that any future global action to address the climate-
related impact of aviation emissions needs to reflect the interests
of all economies”, The environment is rarely mentloned in. isolation

importance is:
have one’s e
. does, howey

the poor. It

p as; 'we are
in any way,

in economies who wrll not lose mass populations to famine in the case
" of drought or a mitigated economy.

_The Sydney Declaration has been criticised by most of the other
political parties; the Greens proclaimed: it a "complete slap.in the
;face for President Bush and Prime Minister Howard,” and Labor claims
'that "we haven't had substantive forward movement.” Additionally,
Green lobbyist groups such as the Climate Action Network have argued
that "Aspirational targets and voluntary actions just don’t cut it.”
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The altern ve plans floated by other parties are somewhat
more drasti ple;.Labor has proposed what is called the
“International Developmeiit Assistance and Climate Change” plan,
which effectively involves the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, its
incorporation into law and practice, and providing *$150 million from
Australia’s international budget to assist our neighbours adapt to
the effects of climate change.” It recognises the concern inherent
in the drafting of the Sydney Declaration, namely that developing
countries' "low incomes make it difficult to finance adaptation” and

~ that this will implicitly rehder low income economies unwilling or

unable to adopt climate change measures. Labor’s plan is focused
more upon the social impacts of change upon communities, such as
impact upon education and heaith, whereas the Sydney Declaration
is focusing more upon-impacts op economies. Of course, the two are
intrinsically linked.’ Economic_justification is worth nothing unless it
assists humans, and human,beings live and die according to economic
conditions. Government: Groups such as Oxfam International have
welcomed Labor’s initiative, whilst criticising them for attributing
insufficient funds .to the measures, and criticising the Australian
government for falling to ratify the Kyoto Protocol,

Still, arguing wth the government §s what oppositional political
parties are pa d‘to do. However, | think that the science behind

Dangerous‘Cllmate Change’, commlsswned by the Hadley Centre in
Britain, found that a rise as small as 2 degrees Celsius would bring on
serfous global warming. A quote from the study:

r climate
re are many
different arguments, from the controversial Stern Report {generally
considered a pessimistic projection on the impacts of climate change
on economies), to a range. of studies that suggest that developing
countries will be dlsproportlonately affected by climate change when
compared to developed countries, to reports that discount mitigation
on the basis that the costs involved with mitigating climate change
is more expensive than the benefits. | can’t do the arguments proper
justice in this article; | urge you to go and read them for yourself,

Michael Adams



Bean counters the world over have been
squealing like stuck piglets in the past
weeks, With cracks appearing in world credit
markets, newspapers are awash with finger-
pointing, doom-mongering, buck-passing
and, of course, jargon. There are few
people that manage to mystify the general
public quite so convincingly as financiers.
Their penchant for acronyms is boundless,
and sophisticated terms are bandied about
like the codes of a secret society, In fact,
financial data can be extremely esoteric,
and economists seem to take pride in being
able to draw multiple, mutually opposite
conclusions from the same set of numbers.

Nor do the designated names stay constant.
On Monday you might have a risky but
profitable "high yield,” corporate bond, and
by Friday be left with "junk” - to use the
technical terms. So how did all this mess

get started, and why is it that local councils
in Australia are up to their necks in irate
rate payers? OK, the rate payers probably
don’t care yet, but they will when rubbish
collection is cancelled. If you can handle a
bare minimum of acronyms, this article gives
you the low down on financial calamities and
what it means for your parents’ retirement
funds.

The problem arose in the USA. Mortgage
companies peddled their high interest credit
to risky home borrowers, These loans were
called NINJA loans: made to people with

no income, no jobs or assets. And if that’s
all that happened, there wouldn’t be a
problem. Dodgy borrowers would go under,
and the negligent lenders would suffer. But
in the murky world of finance, loans rarely
stay in the hands of the people who make
them - that would be too simple. It’s easier
to buy a whole pile of loans from someone
else, rather that go about spruiking your
own with bus shelter ads and call centres,
So the dodgy, "sub-prime” loans made in
the states were sold on to other banks and
mortgage companies around the world,

But selling a dodgy loan isn’t a picnic. To
offload it you have to hide the smell by
burying it amongst some less risky loans.
The investment companies combine good
and bad in "Collaterised Debt Obligations”,
which have been selling like hotcakes since
the 1990s. This is like a stew: throw the
good potatoes in with the bad, and then
give everyone a serve and hope they don’t
notice anything amiss. This spreads the risk,
and has the added advantage of disguising
the true danger. The stew tastes good whilst
everything's rosy, but when the Americans
start to miss their mortgage repayments, the
stomach pains kick in.

To help investors decide where their
money is safe, independent companies

like Standard and Poor’s rate investments.
They rate governments, cities, non-profit
organisations, anyone who wants to borrow
money. Some serves of the stew (which

are called 'tranches’ - a French word to
add sophistication) might have a lot of bad
potatoes, but if there’s a few good ones in
there the company advertises the rating

e
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on these only, and sweeps the rest under
the carpet. 35 local Australian councils
seem to have been unaware of this devious
marketing ploy, and in some cases stand

. accused of ignoring their own investment

guidelines.

The irony is that financiers constantly

insist on being left alone. The unfetted

free market will provide the most efficient
outcomes they say, and for the most part
they have a point, However, when everyone
loses confidence and the crunch comes, their
clamors for assistance are so interventionist
you'd be forgiven for thinking they're
French. The painful end of this tale is borne
by struggling US homeowners, who face
falling house prices and even losing their
homes. Lenders are nervous, and aren’t
doling it out like the used to. Australian
councils are discovering that they had
inadvertently invested rate payer’s money
in such dicey operations, and are paying the
price. The share market has taken a modest
fall, but nothing serious, yet. Maybe the
rules of disclosure and transparency need
revision, but in the meantime, the golden
rule holds. Risk and return are as entwined
as Yin and Yang, and feckless investors will
have to take responsibility for their over-
exuberance, Calling in the blue-helmeted
central banks to save them with government
money will only make the kiddies all the
more irresponsible next time.

"A sound banker, alas, is not one who
foresees danger and avoids it, but one

who, when he is ruined, Is ruined in a
conventional and orthodox way along with
his fellows, so that no one can really blame
him.” (John Maynard Keynes)

David Kaczan




In the lead up
to an election, how
influential do you think a
sfrong media campaign,

whether it be positive or .

egative, has on the:

outcome? ..
television, radio and outdoor advertising have been used in campaigns

element of online campaigning.

The use of personalised websites, YouTube, and social networking sites
by politicians and parties is already booming. Such media channels

are certainly going to be influential in providing basic information to i/

constituents, especially those of a younger demographic.

campaigns.

Media communications are certainly effective, but | believe that once

the facts are presented, most Australians are smart enough to make [

up their own minds come election day. It is my hope that everyday
Australians see through the $100 million campaign being run by the
unions and the Labor Party. This is a media blitz to ensure the survival
of the increasingly unpopular union movement. The Coalition, on the
other hand, has a budget one fifth that size.

Negative and positive media can both be beneficial, as long as

the advertisements are justifiable. The union movement’s anti-

WorkChoices ads that attempt to elicit an emotional response

from voters are pathetic. Kevin Rudd too plays a cameo role here,

occasionally popping up on TV with catch phrases that sound nice but

have little substance behind them. Policies, not catch phrases and
| heart wrenching tales {many of which have been misrepresented by
| the unions) are needed to run this country.

Media campaigning in 2007 seems to have taken another (not
| necessarily surprising) twist. Anti-Coalition and pro-Labor messages
| seem to be appearing in popular shows such as McLeod’s Daughters,
| Kath & Kim and Rove. This, mixed with Kerry O’Brien’s quiet unique

style on The 7:30 Report and the ABC’s traditional left-wing stance

have demonstrated that the media are running their own media
| campaign. And what a privileged position to run one from...

| certainly hope that voters can see through the expensive and
hollow propaganda campaign being run by Labor. | hope that people
don’t forget history. Unemployment at the end of Labor’s last stint
in Government was 8.2%, 4% higher than it is naw. More than 2.1
\ million jobs have been created under this Government. Labor doesn’t
| even have a tax policy yet. Nor do they have any plans to deal with
| an ageing population. All they have is front bench that has been
nfiltrated by union hacks and a rock singer.

| In a country where voting is compulsory, it is the responsibility of
| electors to do at least some research before voting. Don’t believe

everything you see in the media. Glossy brochures and expensive

| ads are nice, but are they enough to manage a growing $1 trillion
economy?

Chris Browne

President |

delalade University Liberal Club

On Dit 75.10 |

From either side of politics, anyone even remotely involved in
an election campaign can tell you how complex they really are.
The importance of a media campaign versus the more traditional:
grass-roots community based approach of doorknocking, street:

" corner meetings and letterboxing is the subject of much debate. In

modern politics, we are increasingly seeing these take a back seat to:

ww e presidential-style media campaigns. Whatever one’s opinion on this,
Media campaigning in politics is not a new phenomenon. Print, !
“ election period cannot be underestimated.

for decades. However, this time around we have the additional : o ‘
/ The importance of a media campaign is showcased by the ALP’s
* historic 1972 election win using the ‘It’s Time' campaign slogan.
- The campaign saw the election of the Whitlam Labor Government; :

all would agree the importance of a strong media campaign during an

the first Labor government in 23 years. The campaign captured th
public’s desire for change, particularly for an end to Australia’

| involvement in the Vietnam War., The ALP platform consisted of

/| raft of major policy proposals, most notably an end to conscription
.| free tertiary education and the introduction of a universal healt
" insurance scheme. These were accompanied by the now famou
. television advertisements where prominent celebrities of the da

were seen singing along to the legendary tune ‘It’s Time’, galvanisin

. the public’s support for a change of government.

That said, no matter how glossy a media campaign is it will no
. win an election on its own. A campaign is merely a tool ta promot

your policies to the electorate. In this modern world of YouTube, |
Facebook and www.kevin07.com, all political parties will be usin

a combination of the internet and the more traditional media t
outline their vision for Australia. Nevertheless, a campaign will onlyr
be successful if behind it is a party with an agenda that the publi
wants to see implemented.

More recent elections have seen the use of negative media campaigns%
or "attack ads’. Who could forget the "Learner Latham’s 17% interest |
rates’ fear campaign run by the Liberals during the 2004 federal |
election? While it is obvious these campaigns can be successful, |
particularly with presidential campaigns, they can just as easily{
backfire. There have now been nine successive interest rate rises |
in Australia, including five since the last election, causing man
Australians to now doubt the Howard Government when it touts it
so-called economic credentials. Whether the recent interest rat
increases can be directly attributed to the Government is not th
point. The fact is now, after promising to keep interest rates a
record lows, interest rates have been raised by the Reserve Bank. Th
Government now faces an angry record-high group of homeowner:
living under mortgage stress, who believed interest rates woul
not rise if the Howard Government was re-elected in 2004. This is§
a prime example of how a strong media campaign can backfire wit
underpinned by unattainable promises and fear propaganda.

Only time will tell how this will election pan out; however there is no |
doubt it will be defined by the various media campaigns run durin
the official election period.

What you will hear from the Labor Party is a long-term plan forj
Australia’s future prosperity. Plans for an education revolution
strategies to fix to our public hospitals, set greenhouse gas reductio
targets to help take decisive action on the issue of climate change
and a will to restore balance and fairness in our workplaces, Compar
this with the ranting of the Prime Minister about 'union bosses’ and
his "vision' for a nuclear Australia and the choice is clear. *It’s Time
for some fresh thinking!

Scott Cowen |

President
- Adelaide University Labor Club |
www.adelaideunilaborclub.asn.au |




Watch the Careers website for

news about goinglobal.com -

your best source of information

about working

around the
world,

INTERNATIONAL CAREERS EVENING

International students intending to go home afler graduating, international students
investigaling staying on in Australia, and Australian students interested in working
overseas will all find something to help them at the University of Adelaide's first
International Careers Evening.

WHEN: Monday 8 October, 5:30pm - 8:00pm
WHERE: Lower Napier Building, University of Adelaide, North Terrace campus

5:30pm - 5:50pm - Officlal opening

6:00pm - 6:45pm — Talks

Working In China (Speaker: Madame Zhu Xiaoyu, Minister Counsellor for Education,
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China, Canberra)

Working in Singapore (Mr Ernie Goh and Mr Daniel Pua, Australia Singapore
Business Council)

Working in South Australia (Mr Ray Bilske, Department of Trade & Economic
Development)

i I Semester Il the Careers Service becomes a

subscriber to goinglobal.com - giving you access to:

s more than 10,000 country-specific resources

i for finding international employment L'f : l t

; ‘s employment opportunities and trends In

i more than 24 countries around the world rre mpac

i e detalled resource descriptions THE UNIVERSITY

i e recommended web sites 4 OF ADELAIDE
«insider tips and professional advice AUSTRALIA

www.adelaide.edu.au/student/careers

CAICOY Provddor uitibo Q01230

7:00pm - 7:45pm - Talks

Working in Malaysia (Ms Carolyn Foo, HR Consultant: Graduate Recruitment, KFMG)
Migration and permanent residency (Ms Christeen Deegan, Department of
Immigration and Citizenship)

Preparing for a successful career (Ms Susan Hervey, University of Adelaide Careers
Senvice)

From 5:30pm - 8:00pm, there will be a ‘mini-expo’ with interactive displays and
advisers, including:

"Going Global" with the University Careers Service

Postgraduate study at the University of Adelaide; Praspective Students Office and
selected Faculties

Chinese Chamber of Commerce, Australia Smgapore Business Council A, and other
exhibitors yet lo be confirmed

Light refreshments from 7:00pm. The International Careers Evening closes at 8:00
pm.

Visit the wabsite for more information: hitp.//www.adelaide.edu.au/student/careers/
evenls/

R

A strong media campaign will make or break a party’s election hopes

The problem is however, that rather than the media being a means ,

to inform the population, it is becoming merely a medium for the

major parties to control public debate, and selectively present the

issues it wants to be heard. While the media reports the mud-slinging

expertise of the major parties (read attention grabbing cat-in-tree
1 story), alternative viewpoints are ignored. What's more the media
| is becoming far more biased to conflict/speculation driven reporting
¢ than actual information.

| The reality of the situation is that whoever has the finances (should

| | mention the use of government finances?) to run party ads in TV,
. | radio, buy newspaper space or offer incentives to journalists to have |
their stories run, has a huge advantage in winning the election. In

. | have been one of many victims in this scenario: Whenever we write to
L | the "letters to the eds’ in the ‘Tiser and include 'Democrat candidate
{ | for Adelaide/Boothby/Hindmarsh' in the text, it gets cut out. Compare
.| lhat to recent letters from the major parties and Greens where their

I titles are left in. There seems to be hardly such a thing as journalistic
integrity from many news outlets today; good journalists are far and

few between. I'm convinced that many of the editors of the major

| papersdon’t even read their own publications, such as an article that
. | featured myself (Sandy Biar) and Aleisha Brown regarding our Chaser
|| Defence plan, enabling political statements that cause no harm to
person, property and do not go against the grain of the intention of

the law subscribing the offence. This same article (with the same
mistakes) was printed in The West, The Australian, The Sydney
Morning Herald and online on Channel 7, The article began with our
respective names, titles (candidate for Adelaide/Makin), however by

I the end of the article we were being quoted as "Ms Briar”. Perhaps
they weren't really sure who was making the statements and decided

/| agendas which serve only to further entrench the public's cynicism
"4 about Australian politicians’ childlike behaviour. The real issues lose

. @ Australian.
.| some cases the major media outlets (such as The Advertiser) has been u
|| incredibly selective in their choice of content and is attempting to Med1a regulation, in particular diversity in the media sector
__| manipulate public debate towards its desired outcome. The Democrats @

1 agenda in parliament, and will continue to be so into the future to
|| encourage real debate on fmportant issues affecting Australians,
@" much mare than we see in today’s press.

If you wish to pose a poignant question to Adelalde University's who's who of |4
! politics please email ondit@adelaide.edu.au and help us quiz these pollies until [
| they're quivering in their freshly pressed suits, just like our hero and one of the |

Do

instead to blend the two mentioned people into one. Clearly no-one
checked the article for continuity.

Meanwhile the media is content to peddle the major party smear

out, It pains me how often | have heard journalists asking such boring
and mundane questions about the use of modern internet media like
MySpace and YouTube, Both have been around for years, yet the
media treats it like the new black. Most of the younger candidates in
the Federal election have moved on to new mediums like Facebook,
{ which incorporate many more tools for communication than MySpace
1 ever had. Internet does bring a greater democracy to the everyday

{(ownership and content) has been a high priority on the Demaocrats

So is the media to blame? Or is it really a question of whether the
politicians so desperate for attention have created a playing field
more like a school yard sandpit? | think the latter is just as likely,

Sandy Biar
Australian Democrats

0423 170 159
sandy.biar@adelaide.edu.au

ABC’s most respected late night television journalists, Tony Jones. We're sarry §

]




| The role of Russia in world politics and
|| international affairs is becoming more and

li more concerning and we just agreed to sell
| this unpredictable country our uranium.
| Ex-KGB President Vladimir Putin is serving
| his second term after a landslide victory
as incumbent in the 2004 elections after a
! heavily criticised propaganda campaign in
which the majority of media outlets gave
| positive and complimentary opinions to
Putin’s government. In Putin’s first term as
i President, private TV stations were forced
| off the air and so it is no wonder those that

| remain want to stay in his good books. He is,

I however, unable to run for a third consecutive

% term as President under current laws.

| For some time, Russia has been experiencing
¢ somewhat fractured relations with the West,
| in particular Great Britain, Earlier this year
|| there were a series of ‘tit for tat’ diplomatic
© expulsions between London and Moscow,
|| after disputes over the extradition of ex-
| KGB agent Andrei Lugovoi, who is wanted by
| British police for his part in the murder of
Alexander Litvinenko. Four diplomats were
| expelled from the Russian Embassy in London
in Juty.

# Litvinenko was a former Russian security
d agent .critical of the current government.
He sought protection and safety in the UK
# and was killed by a fatal dose of radioactive
isotope Polonium-210. Russia refuses to
comply with requests from London for
Lugovoi’'s  extradition.  British  Foreign
Secretary. David Miliband said, *“The Russian
Government has failed to register either how
seriously we treat this case or the seriousness

of the issues involved, despite lobbying at the
highest level and clear explanations of our
need for a satisfactory response” (Guardian
Unlimited, 16/7/07).

The Kremlin is urging media outlets in
Russia to blame MI6 and exiled oligarch
Boris Berezovsky, who lives in London and is
vocally critical of the current administration.
The Kremlin is equally incensed that the UK
refuses to extradite Mr, Berezovsky, who
has been charged in Russia with money
laundering and an attempted coup plot.
In retaliation, Moscow expelled four UK
diplomats and refused to co-operate with

_ Britain in the "War on Terror’.

Further British feathers were ruffled when
Russia recently recommenced the Cold War
practice of flying bombers on long-range
patrols over northern Europe. In the first
week of September this year, Eight Russian
Tupolev Tu-95 Bear aircraft were tracked by
Norwegian radar until they entered NATO
airspace where they became under British
responsibility. Similar incidents occurred in
July and August. Add to this the noise that
Russia had been making about re-establishing
a naval base in the Mediterranean, probably
in Syria, and the scramble for land bids in the

_ Arctic with the planting of the Russian flag

underwater on a land ridge.

Mr. - Putin, angered by US plans to build
more military bases in Eastern Europe, also
threatened to target missiles at Europe. The
objective of the targeting will only be the
"strategic nuclear potential of the United
States . . . in Europe” (BBC News, 8/6/07).
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In July, President Putin decided to suspend
Russia’s participation in the Conventional
Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty, one of the
key arms control agreements at the end of
the Cold War. This treaty limits the number
of offensive weapons that one country can
deploy across Europe, This action could be
viewed as a response to the US withdrawing
from another arms control treaty, the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty, in 2001. It is only
withdrawal from this treaty that has enabled
the US to begin steps to establish a missile
defense system in Eastern Europe.

Largely, all these actions and steps taken by
Russia are just politics. There is no real effect
that will have any lasting impact in Europe or
America but Russia and Vladimir Putin are
definitely trying to send a strong message:
Russia is back and Russia is strong and Russia
wants to be treated like an equal.

Russia also wants to exert a greater influence
in South-East Asia. The billion-dollar uranium
deal with Australia, agreed upon during
the recent APEC meeting, is a sign of this.
Apparently Russia has agreed to sign nuclear
safeguards to ensure the uranium is used only
for domestic purposes, however it has not
yet done this, Australia’s Foreign Minister,
Alexander Downer, is confident in Russia and
trusts that they will obey the regulations of
the treaty.

"To suggest that Russia - which has its own
uranium by the way - would breach a treaty
of that importance with a country like
Australia, is not just the real world,” he said




| (ABC News, 7/9/07).

| The fact that Russia has its own uranium
brings up its own questions. If they have
! their own uranium, then why do they want
| ours? Putin has promised that the uranium
I supplied to them by Australia will only be
| used for domestic purposes, yet Australian
| uranium may well free up Russian uranium
{ for non-domestic purposes. The treaty has no
| allowance for what Russia does with its own
| uranium and Russia’s ties with lran (who are
" developing their own controversial nuclear
program) are dubious,

{ The Australian Democrats and Greens parties,

as well as Greenpeace, have condemned the
deal. Senator Lyn Allison claims that 66% of
Australian citizens do not want the deal.

“Russia has a very poor history of safety, it
routinely flouts its own laws, it won’t ratify
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) additional protocol that would have
allowed for greater levels of inspection,”
she said.

There is no way to monitor what Russia does
with Australian uranium nor what Russia does
with its own uranium.

Cold War. When compared to the actions
of America in the world and its hegemonic
assumptions about its role, Russia is acting
like a friendly neighbour. Perhaps the future
Australian Government, whichever party they
might be, will reconsider a close relationship
with Russia and large deals, which could
potentially contribute to nuclear arms
proliferation.

Lia Svilians

Sources: ABC News, BBC News, Guardian Unlimited,
Telegraph.

In the last month | had my first encounter with drink spiking. My
friends and | were out for a birthday and were drinking and having a
good time. | was in a big group so | didn’t notice one of my friends
disappear for a while. The next time | saw her she was in a state
that I'd never seen anyone in before. She had no control of her
body, as if she was paralysed; she’d been vomiting; her speech was
slurred; she was shivering - all warning signs that her. drink had been
spiked. A friend carried her down the stairs, put her in a cab and we
went directly to the hospital where a nurse confirmed that her drink
was probably spiked.

It seems as if everyone knows someone who has been a victim of
drink spiking. According the The Source, when a drink is spiked it
means that "alcohol or drugs (illicit or prescription) have been added
to the drink without the persons knowledge or approval. Prescription
drugs including Serapax, Valium and Rohypnol which are muscle-
relaxants and have hypnotic effect are often used. Hlicit drugs that
are used by drink spikers include party drugs such as Ecstacy, LSD, .
Fantasy and Ketamine,

The most common victims of drink spiking are young women aged
18 to 35, although it is something that is increasingly occurring in
the gay and leshian community and occurs most often in pubs and
nightclubs, People spike drinks for a number of reasons including
wanting to sexually assault, rape or rob the person whose drink has
been spiked. It is sometimes just to see how a person will react to

This is not to suggest a resurgence of the

the drugs that have been used to spike their drink. Whatever the
reason, drinking spiking is dangerous and illegal.

The Source recommends a number of ways to protect yourself and
your friends from drinking spiking. They say you should never leave
your drink unattended, never let someone you don’t know buy you a
drink and you should always watch the person behind the bar as they
pour your drink. It is also suggested that you buy drinks in bottles
with lids which are less accessible to drink spikers.

Even if you take precautions to prevent your drink from being spiked
you may still be at risk, If your drink is spiked, you should alert
someone you trust immediately or alternatively alert security or
staff at the club you are at, You should seek medical attention and
provide urine and blood samples as soon as possible. If you have
been assaulted you should contact police, CrimeStoppers or a sexual
health clinic. Police and sexual health clinics have facilities that can
provide adequate levels of testing if samples are needed as evidence
in an investigation.

So ladies, next time you're out and someone offers you a drink,
I'd suggest taking Pink’s advice: "Keep your drink, just give me
the money!” ‘For more information on drink spiking, log on to
thesource.gov.au or contact police,

Lauren Barker
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Questions :
1. Would consider yourself a dedicated or a
sporadic reader of On Dif? '
2. What is the best thing about On Dif?
3. What should On Dithave more of?

‘make a mﬂ‘-‘ l‘“’f‘? ind get down! But that

- seemed inappropri s for the Vox Pop page.
Immitmlebﬂte. On Dits fabulous 75 years, | fri

2.The contributions from mterestmg

- we decided to bit thie sireets (more accurately | people.

kllﬂwnasﬂlellmﬂ" 3. No, 1tspré&ygood
pllS) and ask quesnons 4. Happy erthday, dude. You can 011 Dit

—~

4 ) Sporadic. . | | """-\__ el vl to make OHW mrm, f'luy and shnkster_ o me any tlme'

"}l 2.Dit-licious..mmm. ' mglissﬂ s ‘ ('.00].
il 3. Financial reviews. o o———— Spmallmg
« I , you're old! T Fthe On Ditlove,
' g3 'N‘E?WandCat

1. D - Sporadic
P - Dedicated.
M - Dedicated ‘cause it’s free.

2.D - Free and handy to read on the tram.
P - It’s the voice of our generation.
M - It’s cool and the artwork is funky.

around the uni - like j ]azz
: : e . AT _ P - More ‘Where to go’ reviews.

1. In the last few months...dedicated. | £ - e et | ) - M- More pub and club music reviews.
2. Artistic layout and music reviews. The front s | = £ :
covers are always interesting. A I e ° 4.D -Don’t do drugs.
3. Nothing, It is perfect.” e P - Stay in school. -_
4. Keep going with all the good work and you’re - e SRR M - Congratulations on doing things people [§
still looking good. = | A thought were impossible.




‘NOW WITH EXTRA POLITICAL CHUNKY BITS’ since 2006

YOUR SLIGHTLY
~_POLITICAL PARTY

The Dub.
Hon. Andrew
Love, MP

‘SUCK ON
THAT’

Like rats abandoning a sinking ship
Alexander Downer has hypothesised
that he would like to run against
Rannbo in the next South Australian
state election, Reading -between the
lines, I come tothe conclusion that
Alexander believes that the Liberals
are doomed this election. Downer’s
announcement are the words of man
who knows defeat is not far off and
is altempting to build a safety net.
Obviously Downer’s days in Federal
politics are numbered.. he can't
climb ‘any forther having already
failed as Jeader and best friend PM
John Howard, who has protected
his incompetence in exchange for|
support, is poised to be ousted.
Surely no South Australian (Liberal
or otherwise) would want a Federal,
cross-dressing has-been as a Premier
(possibly  private school boys)?

Downer has since retorted that he has
no plans to enter state politics but who
would trust a man who told Adelaide
Zoo’s newest panda to “suck on
that"? Not me.

The Dub,
Hon. William
Martin, MP

‘VOTE 1.’

Despite my vast interest in political
affairs, I must confess a soft spot for
high risk real estate ventures, I was
amazed to discover whilst browsing
domain.com.au that Kirribilli House
was actually up for sale. “You'll
really be the life of the party with this
tidy little number,” stated the site,
Now, I can understand that Howard
might be sceptical about winning tlie
election, Who wouldn’t after reading
months of negative opinion polls?
But to jump ship and sell his house
for ONLY $15 is surely a blatant sign
of defeat! Not only is our PM out of
touch but he is also utterly bonkers.
Understandably in Howard’s day
$15 would have bought a Datsun
720, a lawnmower and two plump
lambs however these days he’d have
to settle with something more like
Alanis Morissette’s Jagged Liitle
Pill. ‘Sadly even that may be out of
his price range, as presentation of a
seniors’ card will get the home buyer

$5 off,

BREAST AUGMENTATION:
ALL HANDS ON DICK

After weeks of controversy,

the Royal Australian Navy
presented their new warfare
showcase — advanced silicon
implants. Provided courtesy of the
Australian taxpayers, naval service
women have undergone breast
augmentation for psychological
reasons.

First in line for the ‘weapon
inspection’ was the Slightly
Political Party, who later revealed
the psychological rumours were
a smokescreen to hide the Navy’s
newest twin-assel safety features.

BOSOMS AWAY: SPP inflate the
weapons to their recommended size,

“These augmentations are state
of the art.” Said Mr Love with
wandering eyes. “With this new
buoyancy, female cadcts will no
longer be required to gain a Cert 3  BEACONS O
in surf rescue.” Lhe seamen home,

“Not only will these enlargements
boost the male heterosexual
numbers within the fleet, but it’s
also sure to piss off the Japanese}”
beamed Rear-Admiral Barnaby
Yeatsman.

“We're developing a new implant
size, the QQQs, a.k.a. ‘The
Behemoth’, which not only look
fantastic, but transform the female
cadet into a fully operational SS7
Naval Dinghy!” added Mr Martin,

Intelligence reports the latest
silicon implants came from
sources stich as excess whaling
blubber and overweight children.

The implants are also said to replice
naval paddles and become the
primary aircraft landing tool, after the
disastrous failed helicopter landing
that occurred in the South-West

“Those Nips would love Pacific last year,

to get their hands on our
augmentations. We're sitting on

o ool it Other rumours concéming augmented
a burger meat gold mine!”

female officers as lighting beacons
are yet to be confirmed, however
the SPP seemed confident with the
quality of flashing,

The Slightly Political Party
were not complaining,

“Dual airbags. Marvellous!”
They cheered whilst shamelessly
plugging Toyota.

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION:
Rear-Admiral Y h i ive
naval bizookos.

SPP LEADERSHIP FACE-OFF

bunch of contemptible rodents!
It's time for new leadership.
This conversation is over, All
hail Will?

Leaping to Mr Burke’s defence
Mr Andrew Love threw scorn on
Martin’s leadership ambitions.

“Anyone who challenges Brian
Burke is morally and politically
compromised!” he yelled whilst in
a gorilla suit,

Mr Love later retorted, “Mr
Martin can’t defeat Burke
without resorting to smear,”
to which Martin replied “Fuck
you, arsehole”.

WHAT A TERRIBLE THING TO
SAY: Martin unleashes ambitious
smear campaign for leadership,

Mr Martin, however, seemed

A rift emerged within the SPP arrogant.

this week when frontbencher Will
‘Martin challenged for the Slightly
Political Party Leadership. The
challenge has outraged Party Leader
Brian Burke. ‘ ‘

“That balloon Burke and his pet

attack ninny Andrew Love area 1 he results of the challenge will

be revealed later this fortnight,

16
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Ex:setvice people were dominant on campus,
We. did: not talk about-World War. I, which
had ended barely four years before. A'room
 set aside for ex-service. people near the

refectory was not used and was assighed to
“.other uses. There- was an - undefcurrént ‘of

. security activity: with a- numbet .of former:.
intelligence’ officers recruited ‘to 'spy on: -
students-for ASIO, Part.of:On Dit's income

“tame from advertiserments for the University
Squadron:and. the: University: Regiment. The
Communist - Patty - was™ active: in. Australia

and - the “Government -was
getting’ ready’ for. what
became: ‘the Cold" War “in
1950, . /

The ‘paper was 'set up in
metal . ‘type: downtown.
Galley.. = proofs were

provided ‘and ‘these were

read by the President of the
Students’ Representatives
Gouncily ~John Roder  and
the chairman of -the. SRC
Publications . Committee,
Clarrie - Hermes .. who
had. power'of  veto,” This
censorship wasresented by

staff but probably saved us !
o from many a libél action,

-Each . siib-editor _had ' to
attend -the printing works
for the make:up of their
page. lt-was a:teéam that
worked well;

_This ‘was® the staff. roster
for: Tuesday, - June ' 14;
1949 s hews
ohn
cofrespondence
Robin .~ Ashwir;

intetests, ' Rosemary

Burden; ‘business manager, =
John Rundle; sports-editar,

im’ Slattery;
editor, . Edgar
circutation.
Crosby Dowling.:

magazing
Castle;
‘anager,

BWs . reporters:’ Marle
Simimoens,: Bruce ‘Anderson;

obin Ashwin, David Penny,
«ohn Green, Raiidel Butler, -
Jeff Scott, Bri

o

editor;.

Neuenkirchen;:
editor;

women’s’

$

bk

BIRD OF THE WEEK |

heas” kel

The second. Bird of the Week for 1967 is Lesfic Anne
Shinners, a first year -arts student whe. intends to major-:
in fsychqlogy. politics and loves My, Holt as ‘well as her
male friend who, unfortunately, attends $A% other uni

-versity, She adores. horses and rides two of them every 4. .
g:nmhq ‘goes. home to Keith, In Adelaide  she Hves at "
Bt Anne’s, S : : :

~ Leslle 15 a:Republican, not a Humanist, always drinks. §

‘gin, brandy, beer and Scotch — for readers of "Bed for
- Beginners™, she looks ke 8° good one for the fuddie: i
~duddle: method — and is mad on' Dylan and human skin

lampshades. She keeps her collsation of two'skin lamp-

shades in her-boudoir at St Anné's,

3 Her favourite clothes, 50 she informs me; tend to be
¢ inslenificant . o o iy
ChDur Bir
thi

nks the ON DIT cauch is superbly comfortable. .

The judges of “Miss Fresher” demonstrate their ex-:

lent taste in birds, you will note; and plcked the Pi
Editar’s choice of ON DIT's first *Bird of th ‘

; ongratulations, Jiil.

d ol the“Waek“i}s quite partial to ‘snuft and




“political matters the printer:'wasn’t bbthered ‘
nd as for the poss1b1hty of libel-it.wasn't 3
conmderatwn

The main difference from the presentday
was student activism.and there were:plenty
of issues around.. Some of them exist: today.
There was - the' Vietnam war which was:in
its “last “stagdes, apartheid in" South- Africa,
womien's - liberation, .gay: rights, - nuclear
energy, - the ‘environment,. -the - Palestine
question, ‘recognition “of - China,. Aboriginal
land righits and: the position of - the Austratian
Aborigines; :the ‘questioning . of  Christianity
etc. On campys there was the push for student
representation in University Governmerit and
a ‘questioning of univefsity education itself,
The: 'SRCwas replaced: by .the Students’
- Assocfation based. on a-participatory model
- where 'students - decided ‘policy: at general
meetings. The Australian. Union. of - Students
(AUS), ‘which was' the national student body,
developed policies which were' disseminated
on campus-‘and. were .meant . to: be voted
on, There were  demonstrations.and" public
meetings.-All these things were reﬂected in
the contentof On:Dit. :

After |- was - elected |- undertook ‘to: bring
On: Dit out weekly during term .and this |
did, There were 21 editions produced plus
broadsheets: on specific. matters.” We had
an editorial policy- of ‘accepting what was

On DIt 75,10



An ;who;\wodld“havé thought that the kids -

of the noughties: would ‘be so full of spit o
d vinegar, So sassy and- brassy; so ready to:
kout. - ‘

ke I'safd: | want to warn the University of

= f ol ‘Adelaide about what is:to come. Look araund

‘ you, The pathfinders are probably already

' here, o

~They have 50 much to sing ‘about, these
MySpace munchkins: So-much.to say. Climate

i change, Consumerism. Terrorism, HEC. Date

rape. VSU.rag,

. They. have learned: to swim ‘in. information
rivers which would drown their parents. They
ambol and “frolic" in_ the cyher paddocks:.
Jjoust and flirt in. virtual worlds. ‘

There s ‘an. energy out there in the high
.- schools which Is'new. There is an intelligence
. out there that is swelling, I think the kids are
= they really-are.- alright.

So get  ready, Adélaide, to be Athens once
again, Get ready to be the new Seattle,

{For 12 +long . years - John Howard's mean
greyness has squeezed and shaped these kids,
Our own. careful generation has cosseted
them; ‘trussed thein up in safety harnesses,
Hunted them into debt traps.

We: have lectured ‘them, in our middle-class
“wisdom;, .about ‘the end of history, About the
sanctity of liberal democracy; the triumph of
the consumer treadmill; the holiness of the
dollar;

But- Frank Zappa knew: the score; “If your
“children ever find' out how lame you really

are,’: they're: gonna: murder “you in your
sleep.” .

Shhh, Frank. [ think they might be on to us...

i David Mussared
On Dit co-editor 1983

0 wanted to pervert its pages
’pqliti,cal.ends‘., ‘




utlons to On Dit long: after they had

f completed thetr editorship or graduated

(The‘third deﬂnlng feature of the Dynasty was.
an exceptional bond between a diverse and -

often wayward bunch of Hangers:on whose
© commitment to having fun did not stop when
the paper went to press. There were parties,

_soccer games, -inténse policy debates; -an’

even an On"Dit band called Too Sick Top
Sing: (lead: singer: :David’ Mussared). There

‘were one-off projects, such as Mark Davis’
Imeticulous credtion of -the ""On’ Dit Lane”
. sign to exactly replicate -official university -
- -signage. We surreptitiously hung it in the lane

“outside the old On Dit office one weekend

(well, -as surreptitious as you can. be with
a ladder, a drill and a cheering entourage).
When the original sign eventually. fell apart,
the University duly replaced it. ‘

1986 was also the year |:turned 21, and
first got selected for the Matildas. | had a

- combined. 21* party with Alison Rogers. (the. -
subsequent ABC radio queen, Stott-Despoja
+flak,.and author), The party began in the-On

Dt office and migrated to the SAUA office

- admittedly an odd ¢hoice of location for a
21st; but explained by the large thirsty crowd

¢ - and a desire-to'keep an oversized green cake

i~ (made to resemble a soccer field) out of the
.waxing. machine, For one exceptional year,
my life revolved around a.small geography
between On Dit: Lane, the  Cloisters, “and

“the - University sports fields . across - the
footbrldge.

We belonged to the now-gone era of fulltime ‘

‘paid student editors, With a salary of :$110
" per week, -we dumped. our part-time jobs,
~ deferred our studles, and spent 80 - 100
“hours a week on campus obsessing over the

next edltlon.‘ We were. utterly absorbed ln a

< the tasks

’We published each Monday, helped by a‘

small- army of keen. volunteers,  News had

to be hunted down and written up;" Photos”

had to be taken, developed, selected:from

proof-sheets, and .printed, We held ‘news

conference’ - at. lunchtime - on - Tuesdays.

News hounds werg dispatched; armed ‘with-*

tape -machines + and~ cameras. - Features
were: commissioned, interviéws. were -done,
cartoons: were drawn, - and.. freebies. were

*-fought over. Typesetting was done-at..the

"SAUA office from: Wednesday - until: Friday.

“By: Friday. night, the: last typesetting was
"/ done, and astrange calm descended as we-
i ‘contemplated the weekend of layout. e

’ t;Layout was a process in which you’ were

required to fix waxed paper onto large sheets,
- s0-that: the. stories; ‘pictures, headlines ‘and

, ads all.appeared in an.orderly fashion 'wheh
It was labour»intensive. We had to-

“onDi75.10

On Dit’s Cover on March 17th 1986

procrastlnating brother Tlm was: late. We
would have to copy-take it:at great expense
over-the phone to make deadline. ‘ :

g Armed with a physics degree and a dutttng i

edge ‘grasp of. communications technology,
Tim had a better jdea. He would find out the
fax number: of the Unlverslty. Aféw minutes
later, he called back to-sayithe fax had been
sent. i

Our problem was: ﬂndlng it. | rang all over
campus, asking puzzled bureaucrats ifa fax
had arrlved for On Dit, . I

. "Afax?” they asked. "What's a fax? . No, We :

don’t:-have one of those here.”

We eventually found 4t in the Registrar's

“office,” . and. " ‘thereafter . made  weekly

pilgrimages  to collect the dropplngs of our_

dlstant news hound

S0 much- has changed, “and . not j“ust‘
“technology. Fees and VU mean that students
- often wark full-time and focus strictly-on:the,

curriculum -rather than the fertile, chaotic
and increasingly money-starved h tbed that
isa studont newspeper ‘

But i can confidently say that On Drt at lea

doubled the value of my. Adelaide University ‘

reducation. | learned to.'be . ¢urfous’ and

critical; to: ask questions . and “confidently
persist-untfl they were answered, | learned’

that. with-a bit of creativity .and some help

fromi’ your mates, you can- pretty mUch de

‘ anythlng

.Bnng back compulsory student unlons Bring

back-university fun. And brlyng back properly

“funded U

: Moya Dodd
n Dit Editor 1986

21"




urrent, former. .or
e-former M‘.s, Chancellors, . Vice
rs and i he’s here, the iy who

ears hangmg ;
1. pedple stich as Simoh

is very existence in.an axcellent bit of
mockery agamst arts snobs

teason‘ and sed tion as it mounted;
‘a noble campaign agalnst the war

Australian Umon of Students, but t, .
reported critically on its descent. into.
an ideologically~ravaged dysfunctiona
bureaucracy: that was more interested in

s eXporting revolutton than doing much
‘students at home

“Throughout the ‘705 and '805, it campai’g‘

aggressively agalnst the evil of apartheid.’ i

Looking back at On Dit's history: makes our’
little period of the late ‘805 and early 90
“seem kind.of tame, :

on- mghts lfke tonight thing L pan. des
very: quickly into an orgy:.of - sepla
reminiscence; My friend Paul Champion,
Is a‘tough criti¢; ‘has cautione ,
agalnst wallowing insentimen




‘whole stac_k of fun, and
f what we. published

S how your could do an entire page.
“the screen; only in halves which late
‘had to be- glued together with UHU
- glue sticks after we threw the waxing

,publlshlng there: were ‘a few other .. "
- things that. happenad that year ‘which

as the'rough cut of ,hisfor‘y' for that calendar
. year : : v i

What:a great way to faul unl

called Nirvana, a new | :

“Adelaide called Tl*lple J " There are probably plenty of people inthis:
; ' room: who-have brilliant degrees:filled with
credlts and distmctions, but ! know that for

Tphaf ARE MixaD ]
5 THESE TALES BF Wk
HICARITY UNFDLD. |

» Ve uE ¥ f
SRR Y.BARE AuTTicks Y phike
Bk U BERR SWILLERY

L w; gt




i 24 pages to 36 pages,
VEdltOI'S and. contributors face .

adllne pressure. and ‘have no real

“which' we did a few tlmes, there: rs:‘
o hide with a print run of 7000 :

nd an outspoken student bady in my. day
bout: 15 000 L .

sed nalys :

,all through ithe: prism

burger-tasting where devoting two‘
0 answermg the eterial question

"|cllng the rise on campus of the
alled sensitive new age gly, dnd defining:
the bloke who knew everything therev

as to know abouit non-

‘;expose he college asa basket case ‘

‘artrcle was publishéd in March 1991‘-

d in‘September of that year.a 21-year-old::
girl from the Riverland, a first-year studen
resident.at St Mark’s, was -assaulted and

murdered by one of the St Mark’s boys. Her
body was dumped'in the Hills aftera party at

college .

\ent Mar“la had
sed with such anger
and uity in the pages of "
CnDit

It was a terrible crime, made all the m

. .inevitable result of the corrupted environment,
_ Marfa had described with such  anger and

cuity in the pages of On Dit.

2| would meet the parents of thls glrl two years
later as a junior journalist at The Advertiser, . "
and- their housein The Riverland was like. a

_shrine to their lost child.

; The thirig that strick me was how this country
family ‘would quite rightly have felt. secure

hat their girl could not have been getting any
better care than at a place like St Mark’s.

They had no way of Knowing- that there wos, -

rmething fundamentally wrong with the way.

- this college-was being operated; because the
 people‘who ran were determined’ to.silence

ny suggestion-that they were ambivalent to

What was happening there, even condoning it

through their mactiom

ALty most powerful journalism is about dolng“‘
everything “you .can to  publish. informatioh
jwhlch people and: institutions have a vested l

restin covering up.

t thls artucle will always stand as one
05t powerful preces of journalism I’ve ;
ead ‘ b

'll proud t:hat our student newsPaper onD

,‘gld it, among the many other: things it's doni

and-sm




" ever hope to

pare, atad postal if you
000 is some sort of milestone i
razy post-modern. bucket th

inflated . prices, mindless ¢
ind. tatally . ambitious  claim
“abalit the perception of Jo/e Pub
- humber. of vacuous self congratula
masquerading as hublic policy spe

“Theybest thing that ha’ppene‘d ,wh‘e‘n‘ the
~dishwater ‘g‘rey waters of 1999iebb‘ed‘~

 that fateful and windy night, journahst
warld” over were creaming their respective

- “form.of trauser and laughing into their third:
“drink " knowing that- whatever .happeried -
they-had  a story. Nothing -happened; ‘the .

* Miltennium Bug was just angther beat up'in.a

“'heaten off world. If planes started dropping:
from the sky with exuberant abundance as
- their chronometers et al didn’t recognise the‘i‘
; date, also news, ‘

-~ Let’s hone 1 on L'l ol’ Aderlaide o

. < Huw Morgan of  the “Tiser was please

“ punch’ knowing that a :story. featuring by
“ticket validation problems:was. guarante

to get page one. No wonder he was smirk

pifata as it brushed past his searching sti
No wonder he was cacking himself to sl
every night for weeks 'afterwards

| But enough of bad press. Nah fuck,‘i
go back a few years, : ‘

; I'm still not. quite’ got over the reporti g
“-Princess Di's untimely.demise’ ‘fagging.on.
“lolns of Dodi i a stippery backseat |

. lovetunnels of Eterral Paris.. Person

a shame that-she died.and; in.an a ide
~'to boot, but the outpouring of grief for
_parasitical layabout who occasion ly b

I mean what the fucking
fuck?: ‘Qur. . wonderful
Entertainment .. i Centre:

“(misromered . “til. the cows

come home) was the sight

of & weird and . disturbing.

ceremony this. year. Elvis
original band: ¢limbed ‘out
of the cryogenic .chamber,
out .of “their .wheelchairs
and came: to rock our.world
They: plaved Elvis: Songs:
hile. the, faithful: rocked,
moaned and sang in unison,.’
and - ‘tongues. - ‘Uncannily.
like: some  Assembly - of
God . - performances . llve
witnessed . where . the
happy ‘clappers ‘go a little.
too: nuts; . High- above ithe
stage-on ‘a massive . video

¢ screen. streaming - directly

from the heaven that was
Vegas: inthe '70s:was. the
Father Himself, Burger Elvis singing his tunes”.:
in. his - porno-sequinned outfits, -fool's - gold
sandwiches oozing: from every pore.

| have no problems. with ‘peop‘le ehjoying
music. written by now-dead - people but .

wake up, smell the coffee and step into the

present, He's dead; 1t 5.2 video, you've been
had. :

Like ‘The Beatles Yeah they were okay,

they wrote a few memorable pop tunes but |

they’re treated like they are still playing and

. recording now, Let’s move forward insteadof .~ =
wildly to himself as poured another martini -
down his gob whﬂe swinging wildly at the

garnering our inspiration and rebellion out of
our parents’ arses. Let's forget looking back
forideas for tomorrow, and  {nstead fucking
well cormie” up 'with: some: for -ourselves: It's
fine ‘and. dandy to recognise where we come
from'and the environmental factors that have -
influénced us but recreating ourselves'in the
image of a friend of our parents is just plain.
scary, | know-my. parents would be horrified
if.1 said that | wanted to emulate them or‘

, surround mysalf in the1r ulture

SAFM and Triple M (ﬁ thy fucking pricks) have

finally ‘entered the nineties but in a curiously
detached; half-arsed and wholly exploftative

‘manner. [t's almostkpossibte t0'do throvghout "

‘hearing. anythingd,

prior to: the 'year of -

your  Bireh,o CTis. frankly -abominable and..
craf;, - say [, The stations- of this 1tk have

done more. to harm music ‘on-a:local level
than any amount of stupid mathers (whao

- incidentally. probably did - suck - cock) and
ethical Nazis masquerading as fine Christian .

folk protesting against rude words and ant1
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On Dit, Adelaide University’s student
newspaper, has been a voice, a soapbox,
for 75 years and represents the essence of
university student culture,

| years compares to that of the PM’s birthday. A
| cultural conversation and historical visual ar
J exhibition were followed by acommemorative

‘interstate and overseas as far a Tennessee
| The vibrant room housed tit-bits of
| banter and gemstones of knowledge.
. Past editors full to the brim with stories:
to tell, reminisced with each other and g8
nyone else who would listen. Peter |
laric was all to keen to share with me
he time that he was with the paper. He ||
|happened to get into trouble with the {
*Student’s Association when they were §
ued for $15k due to the notoriously
witty gab of certain columnist Shaun
Micallef - it seems little has changed. Gilbert
1 Wahlquist, student editor in 1949 and the
oldest affiliate in attendance on the night,
1 still passionate about the paper shared how
| | different the paper is now to when he edited;
“In '49 teenagers hadn't been invented and
neither had sex, there was no pop culture
L and it was all about politics.” Upon taking
| the stage he expressed his relief to have
| found something to read in Adelaide that
lis not run by Murdoch and aptly reiterated
 [the true worth of a student newspaper:
& "It’s amazing the issues that students in the
il university come up with that aren’t being
dealt with properly in the legitimate press.

o

he rigmarole ensuing the paper’s 75 rocking

| dinner held at the National Wine Centre. The :
! event hosted the Attorney-General amongst §
|an array of guests, many of them from

% It's got a value not only to the students, but a
i value to society - students are defining their

= another source of news.”

Over its long and prolific existence, many
prominent Adelaidians have been born
into the real world since the paper big

Ebanged in 1932. The second oldest weekly

student newspaper in Australia (to Sydney |
University's Honi- Soit) before it changed §
4| On Dit was started by the student union as
contributors and editors with experience |

to fortnightly in 2006, On Dit provides its

onto successful careers in journalism and

potitics. With too many to mention, the listg

of contributors in the paper’s notarious past

F‘includes an array of politicians including

the former South Australian Premier John

Bannon, Nick Xenophon, Elliott Johnston QC, t
authors Garry Disher and Kirsty Brooks and:

} political cartoonist Bill Mitchell.

Among them is David Penberthy who is joked
to have crossed to the ‘dark side’, Life after
On Dit saw him get in internship with The
Advertiser to later become editor of The
Daily Telegraph, As a guest speaker at the

6 On Dit 75.10

" ability to break stories and really influence
ﬂ role in society. It's very feasible for us to be j

that is second to none. It has acted as a,
ww SPringboard for many contributors to go .,

celebratory dinner, he too praised On Dit's

society. He used a student’s uncovering of the
sinister occurrences at 5t Mark's College in &
1991 as an example. On Dit were the first to
break the story of the hideous goings-on, and {
cruelty to the female students that boarded
at the school. “| remember reading the
article and thinking, 'God almighty, is that
stuff really true?’”

a horn for them to blow as well as a voice
for student population, It was named
by one of the literary writers who had
a strong influence and viola, the name
'On Dit’ - which is French translating to
‘We Say’, i

Now 75 years on, it has seen the tides
of change including the Spanish Civil
and Vietnam Wars, the gay and wormen’s
 movements and the abolishment of
the White Australia Policy. On Dit is still a
voice for free and independent expression
of student causes and ideas but the paper
has morphed with the times to adapt to the
interests of the student body.

B

On Dit is certainly the little paper that could. [#3
In spite of the crumbling student media i
around it including Flinders University's &
Empire Times, it has been kept alive by
the students who want to see it continue to £
exist. The fact that this paper has made it|
to its 75 year can be attributed to. the life
support given by 2007 editors Ben Henschke
and Claire Wald. Being the first editors j
in over 30 years to do the job unpaid and

|

o oo S






- On Dit occupies a unique place in my heart, representing some of
* the best times 1've had in my life - on or off campus. The friendships
| created over my years of involvement are worth the price of admission
| ‘alone, sothe paper'’s 75" anniversary is as good a time as any to drink
] | ‘toits health,

]i [The first time | picked up-an:/On Dit was in 1990, when | was still in

. ‘high school. 1 basically thought it was one of the best things I'd ever

i seen (I'd led a sheltered life), and it was exactly the sort of thing |
‘wanted to be'a part of. That enthusiasm - as much forwhat On Dit can
‘be; as for what it-is « has never really dimmed, even as pesky things
like Real Life and a Real Job have gotten in the way.

In-a lot of ways | was lucky to edit On Dit a full ten years after | first

2 i’ <ome and go, and went inte 2000 with a firm idea of what | wanted
& todowith it. | wasalso incradibly lucky to edit the paper with two of

* the better peoplé I've aver known, both of whom remain incredibly.

| important to me now, and we carried forward a pretty coherent sense
i of what we thought the paper shoutd be. .

| Without wanting to speak for Darien or Eva, my co-editors, I'd say we

- were pretty heavily influenced by the papers of the early Nineties,
~which brought a quite definite focus on the golngs OR on Campus;
Campus lifestyle issues, together with campus news, were very
.important ta us, and we definitely wanted to concentrate on them.
Besides, the internecine bubble of student’ politics is simply beaging

to have the occasionat pin stuck iniit, and you can't really do that if

you're not taking ‘any notice of what's actually going on.

~On Dit was then, and remains now, an incredibly important part of

campus life. It provides a point' of commonality for' thausands of
. students, and for that reason alone | can't imagine the umjversity

without it. The creeping horror of VSU has put it unden threat like

never before, but | believe it can and will be saved. It's certainly
j worth saving.

So. thank you, On Dit. Thanks far the endless reams of free shit |

- scammed through positions, official or otherwise, | claimed to occupy.

Thanks for teaching me there are things you can do with a light table |
~never imagined. And thanks for the best fucking year of my life.

Dale F Adams

Editor 2000

‘came across It. By that stage, I'had seen a lot of editorial teams’
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at my litérary ambitions ‘originality,and'encyglopaedic knowledge of
d; my life will be " the previous evening’s edition of The 7:30.
fterary doyenne, . Report. They would be fools not to place

rting a smoking. " me‘in charge of ‘a section of the paper, if not
“pitehing wedge, . anoint-me Managing Editor-and general font

e balcony of the Unibar; of wisdom and spiritual advice, Hageman

anging. witty - repartee  with famous: - and | spent-several nights thereafter smaking
thors autside the Wills Cafeteria, Judging way ‘too many cigarettes and considering
haiki competitions an the Lawhsc our plans for-articles and features, none of

e St o R which, I'm sure, ever came-to fruition.
It became imperative to make a spectacular :
. first imptessionion the ‘editors. | consulted
urity, o AN equally delusional friend by the name of
. Hagemann. He was from Blackwoad, rode a
- motorbike and had an impressive’ penchant
. forillicit drugs. At the time | thought of him
a5 the half-5amoan sidekick to. my Huriter:
hompson. Now that | think about it I'm sure -

- for a About. a week later, Penny Chatke, another
bscurity. of the editors,. called my home phone (these "
were the days when it was possible to live
without a-mobile phone) with the news that .
had been declined the position of sub-editor,
"But’ we'd really. like you to write anyway
1ompse -z maybe in the form of a weekly column?” 2
e thought of me as the ‘bookish attorney This was ‘even better news. A weekly column
Lo his. reckless caricature of Thompson. " would finally. give legitimacy to my urge to
Needless to say it was an everitful, if not very - indulge myself, adding weight to the largely
productive friendship; = - Sl imaginary myth of my burgeoning literary
e e . hcareer, [t might even get me laid too. Lord
immediate ret:ommendation was . knew a sandstone institution was the place
1 amaunt of methamphetamine,j for.a young writer to impress. all manner of
ssolved 'in ‘water, ingested prior“to- the: - wide-eyed young things.
“interview. Enthralled by the romantic notion . ‘
. Of the invincible, drug-addled writer. | agreed. --Rest assured, it was a stee
‘that:thi isest course of action. from.that moment on,

p-learning curve

It was not. By all accounts | came across as
n.overconfident, patronising and thoroughly
gnorant twat, G

LI

. Despite “more than a few well-meaning
i oo oo irecommendations, | refuse to keep a blog.
~ o Naturally, 1 'wag' viols, In"my mind- 1'd " Various Prejudices on my part have led ine to

_overwhelmed the itors with my eloquence;: " . dismiss the notion of a public diary.as absurd,

. ifnot unforgivably self-indulgent. Now that !




ex‘qmine it under the harsh light of The House
on \Lrttle Angas  Street, Stanley  George,
Stanley George's Root Vegetable: -of : the
Mont)a The Stanley George Variety Page and
the hundreds of columns, reviews and-self-
referential editorials that were the result of
that fateful phone call from'Penny: Chalke,
refusing to keep something as innocent and
obscure as a blog seems hypocritical in the
extreme,

As someone who trades.off of the myth that
writing is his only real talent, the temptation
to track down and destroy every copy On Dit
published between 2001 and 2004 is at times
overwhelming. None of this work is of any
lasting value, except as cautionary examples
for others interested in a premature foray
into the heady world of amateur print media,
Nevertheless, several people have told me
that they remember the early work of my
monstrous alter-ego with fondness, almost
certainly because at the time they were
almost as arrogant and naive as | had been.

indeed, that weekly column in 2001 inspired
a stampede of other self-indulgent, thinly-
researched opinion writers. Eventually, a
decision was made to gather them all into
an 'Opinion Section’, of which | became
co-editor, along with a talented writer and
researcher by the name of Gemma Clark,
From there, it became inevitable that she
and | would become On Dit editors in 2003,
together with Bonnie Cruickshank, who | hear
is making obscene amounts of money in the
marketing department of a London banking
corporation,

About spending a solid year with me in that
old basement office, Cruickshank and Clark
were understandably reticent, In the two
years that had passed, | was only a slightly
less abrasive version of the drug-addled,
self-aggrandising twat that had made such
an obnoxious impression on the editors in

2001,
=.we churned ‘out a reasonable  newspaper;
becoming as close as siblings in the piocess,

2003 was the year the United States declared
war.on .lraq, dradging Australia- along with
it..Cruickshank’s:brother was in the military
at-the time, and. was. thotght to be put in
harm’s way. somewhere. close'to Baghdad: In
the wake of the manufactured Tampa ¢risis,
Premier John::Olsen’s: sudden resignation;
September .11 and Afghanistan, it was an
amazing -time - to “be running ‘a newspaper,
evenione as:small:potatoes as On Dit: l-'can’t
sdy.| was pleased when war broke out, but'it
did serve to wake us upa‘little: There was a
feeling of purpase in the alr; one that seems
to.have dissipated since.

When war seemed less inevitable; more than
a. million Australians took ‘to-the streets in
protest, in‘Adelaide, Sarah Hanson-Young was
one of the principal organisers of .the local
protest, ‘which drew:almost 100,000 people.
Sarah:is 'now. a better than good chance for
the Federal Senate, with Gémma Clark on her
campaign-team,

o e

I can't say I was pleased
when war broke out, but it
did serve to wake us up a
little. There was a feeling of
purpose in the air, one that
seems to have dissipated

- 'since.

While | was sleeping late, learning how to roll
three-paper joints and squashing bugs in the
office scanner, it was hard workers like Clark
and Hanson-Young who were redeeming the
student movement ‘and keeping ‘institutions
like On Dit afloat, People still congratulate
me for keeping:On Dit-in student hands, but
the truth is:that it was those around rne who
propped up the paper while | was chasing tail
and picking fights with student" politiclans:

However, - their. faith in.:me ‘paid. off -

The tragedy isthat people only remember Lhe L
ostentatious  hair, the Wednesday. bathrobe
and the inexplicable pitching wedge. t's.dn
mjustlce that I've -only recently started to :
correct in-earnest. .

Vote 1: Hanson-Young for the Senate; by the '
way. S

In: the years since Henzell, Vine and:Chalke
established "the -current dynastyof fierce
edjtorial independence, I've had to watchithe
national stlident. movement sink fnto-apathy:.

Student - papers .across . the: country- have .
either folded or’become glorified marketing

tools for- their respective  universities -and

student -Unions. It wasn't ‘muchmore than

luck that saw this paper-avoid the same fate.

as:Flinders University’s Empire Times, which.

ceased publicationjust lastyear

Nevertheless, - along with - student - radio,
student press has for some time been the last
bastion of campus culture, For decades prior
to 2006 that dank basement office next to the -
Lawns was a nexus-of studentactivity - it was
where-people would play handball till the sun
went-down, ‘set up’ cridde sound eqmpment,
share- homework, .conduct academic ‘pissing
contests, pontificate about- the ills of the
world, roll thelr: own " cigarettes,. strim
tuneless guitars and sneer at passing student
politicians.’ Mad--alcohotics “would: stumble
down those steps in search of Kindred-spirits
while - sleep-deprived sub-editors. bummed
cigarettes off . of  bored ‘campus’ security

guards. It was ‘all. terribly romantic - its a

rorance that will take some time to rekindle
in the new office, next'ta the decaying shell
of the old Students’ Association.

While a marketing-obsessed AUU placed more
and more financial and political pressure on
successive ‘editorial “teams; the volunteers
in. the office- became -even closer, involving
sticcessive  generations of students in the
paper and forging friendships not unlike those
between “midwives, of - veterans of trench
warfare,: From.the enemies of the paper,

“novice  editorslearned -about the . darker,

more vindictive side of human nature. Aside

~from the Orientatfon Festival - itself propped

up by student media - On.Dit was the only
visible service provided by the Association.
surrounded by ‘mass. resignations,  student
apathy and:general malaise, On- Dit was an
embarrassing thorn In the side of Adelaide’s
corpulent student representatives. On the
occasions ‘that we "did: editorialise our view
of student. representation we couldn't help

but“feel alittle bad ‘about it afterwards,
| Criticising the student movement is akin to

| being angry at a family member for being



ended. up winning comfortably on'the back
had -'taken  the wind out -of Sara thoughs
she. would  disappear for several days at
a ‘time, -and - when she was around she

after-a’particularly tong absence, she came

1
./ .

of ticket support. 1 sensed that the stresé

seemeddistant. Not long into the new year,

of On Dit - not least  into the office looking clammy, pale and’

€ top-floor of the ' severely underweight, | reminded her about

g have demonstrated . -how tough the coming year would be, and
o eliminate the paper . that she shouldn’t feel bad about leaving the
he very least place’its team. She burst into tears and for the second
ands. of ‘a vapid, out- " time in as many years | held someone in my
middle-aged marketing - arms as they wept over their departure from :
G ! the office. | would later find out that she wag
suffering from 2 mystery virus, a depleted

urvenom was often undiscovered fracture in her collar bone,
‘ ”SﬂY dlspr opor tl?nate And then there were two. James Cameron
to the threat, but it was and | resolved to run the paper ourselves, We
A e A hired an advertising manager and a whole new

. i s el ‘ ' generation of sub-editors, We were excited
what we saw as the last about the prospect of shaping the paper into
e I - something that would shock and inspire - its

i ndwb»e@utlful S:Cho . readers, as least as much as the volumes
ofab gone campus life produced in the Sixties and Seventies, Jimmy
R e and | were the first editorial duo for as long
e.fo e ‘ M S;tles became as anyone could remember, and it showed.
little more than a means ~ we became notorious for typos, cheap filler
TR and “awkward, trashy design. Given that

to anotherhomogenous - Volume 72 was one of the last to enjoy the
commerce 1degree., full financial support of the Union, we sure
L TN did fill each edition with some random shite.

There was  some amazing stuff' though.
L e E Russell - Marks ~and Timothy  Wetherall's
Unsatis with what I'd achieved the startling interviews with several high-profile
previous year (there were still. several personalities spring to mind. The satirical
bug species that I'd.failed to squish in the  cartoons of Owen Lindsay, - Danny ~Wills'
anner), | ran for re-election. Cruickshank, . film " tutorials, Daniel Varricchio’s poetic
k and | felt that my two running mates - music reviews - even Women's Officer Kelly
d the Fight. combination of fresh blood ~ Armstrong-Smith’s quasi-militant feminist
and..experience  to run the' paper; James. contrbutions (and the dumb, hate-fuelled
AMEron .was: a hard drinking, wide-eyed - vitriol they inspired) make me feel less guilty
music subeditor, while Sara-Jane King  about the ‘wild abandon with which Jimmy

alented music writer with impeccable - and | spat out that weekly nightmare.

knack for.making people feel at ‘ ,

ing the paper for less than a Flicking throigh those- editions, it becomes
tike an old man at 21, and: - dbvious  how - much we've  grown, But
campaign made me feel. ' there’s also a measure of pride in'the way -
ther old hack holding on deliberately or not - the pages hang together,
e Assense of frustration prevails, combined with
S one of casual irreverence; najve idealism and
osely -fought, but we petulant, " blustering Qutrage at all manner

| fera R

immune system and, among other things, an-; o




- of ancient injustices. There's also a nagging
: gullt that we weren't doing enough to acquit

iourselves of the privilege that the paper had -

afforded us.

The memories of those days are vivid, acrid,

almost saccharine. They're like instant coffee

and stale Turkish delight, or the recollection
of-an all-night chain-smoking conversation
with an old friend, it’s a dangerously-
intoxicating nostalgia,

in-an industry so laden with the angst and
melodrama of public discourse.

LU

C s the summer of 2006. Bayoncé is still
churning out hit singles, this time with
rapper Slim Thugg. John Howard celebrates
a full decade as Prime Minister, Kim Beazley
still sounds like a thesaurus, and the world
is only mildly surprised when Vice-President

- Dick Cheney shoots a campaign contributor

in the face.

On Dit editors Anna Svedberg and Steph
Mountzouris are already under pressure to
drastically downsize the paper. The Students’
Association s spending what will be its last
few breaths joining the Unfon in arguing
against the necessity of a printing budget,
let alone any sort of payment for the edltlng
staff,

The hovice editors have handled the crisis
perfectly. In the face of old vendettas
dressed up in post-VSU austerity, Svedberg
and Mountzouris the first all-woman
editorfal team in the history. of the paper
- refuse to be drawn into the indignity of
a political stoush. Instead, with the aid of
- several past editors and a groundswell of
support from the student population, they
manage to draw a conditional truce with the
politicians, who agree to maintain at least a
modest honorarium.

While all this is going on, I'm sunning myself
at an outdoor writers’ festival, considering
a half-hearted crack at the cute brunette
from my creative writing tutorial, Out of
the corner of my eye | see a rotund Bob
Ellis, passed out on the grassy slope, crimson
braces all akimbo; still clutching a plastic cup
of warm, overpriced beer

' -exaggerated, defamatory and at times poétic:

and- probably -the .
- reason why to this day I'm courting a career

" dictated to her over the phone, several hours

Eqch of Us was ‘feeling.our way, U
‘egocentric, ‘blustering, scared ‘of

were each weekhandwriting iy
up:on our Olivettis, .and -laying out in the..
‘paper’s pages, afmld we. were making: faols
of | ourse(ves : :

Ellis is the most famous llterary appendage
of the Australian Labor Party, A speechwriter
more orless by trade, he isnoted more for his

critiques of ‘the other side of politics. Think "
of:him ‘as an overweight ‘Hunter Thompson,
gifted with the alcoholism of Bob Hawke:and
the ‘boorish larrikinism of Sir Les:Patterson;
In my darker: moments I think of Bob Ellis as:
a visfon-of ‘myself In thirty years, hot least
because he too started hiscareer atithe helm
of astudent newspaper + af. Sydney University
alonigside the likes'of Germaing Greer; Robert
Hughes; Les Murray and Clive James ;

No doubt they did make fools of ﬁhemselves;
at least: relative to their: . achievements
in years: Lo come, They re probably not
Las embarrassed as ermy and | ‘are-a
some of our work. (the-larger-than-life-siz
- pierced labia on page elghteen of the 2004
"fetish-themed” edition springs to mind), but.
itwas something of a relief to fearn that even”
great writers knew what:it wasg like to make
those first awkward forays. into: print medi
Indeed, Ellis’ recoliéction . of the ‘Hoi'
of ﬁfty years ago was reassuringly. . gerily
= similar to my-ow memory of the On.pit
early thls centur

|- ‘wait’ for . the “old bastard to regam
consciousness; then introduce ‘myself as. an
admirer of: his work: -He - glarices  down' at
me- over:_ his-hifocals and allows me a.grunt
of ‘appreciation; A -few minutes later | have
extracted-a phone humber and ari ‘agreement
tocontribute to a series of articlesin defence
of On Dit and student media'as a whole. With the paper ﬁnally put to bed and ‘the
blinding summer sunlight making its way i into.
the basement office, it ‘occurred to us that
it was, of :all tmngs St:Patrick's: Day, T
Fest of that.day was, ‘spent drinking Guinness
on an’empty. stomach; - smoking " vending
machine clgargttés and-indulging in the kind-
of schmaltzy. mutual adoration that would
‘otherwise make us: cringe. ;

Two weeks later, the editors and I-are waiting
patiently ‘for Bob's: wife to transcribe the
seven- hundred-word piece  that had’ been

after the thrice-postponed deadline, When it

finally arrived in my.email account; we barely

had time to read:it before it was laid.on the

page and sent to the prlnter. It was wort:h 1t
‘On’Dit had that sort of effect on us, and
I'd like to think that. its running will ha
asimilar effect -on a. foture generation

- of; obnoxious * twats, More's the plty if. it
doesn’t.: :

More and: more a umversrty is now a degree
factory, less'and less a kind of Grand. Tour of
the Humanities, the Arts, the Literary Life.
More and more. that Instinct, ‘that first, fine
careless. rapture of student {ife, is_being
punished by Howardism which seeKs in:the
end to erase it; ‘ :

Stanley George ] real name is Tristan .
: Mahoney i

At 3am, “after: helping another’ ¢rop of
editors “defend from :extinctionone .of -the:
oldest :student papers .in-the country, you
canprobably “imagine the giddy sehse ‘of -
vindication gained from reading EWis’ article,.
Herewas an -‘Australian cultural’ tuminary
argufng: that- the student-paper at his old-
alma mater was the ¢radle:of a truly uncanny
generatjon: of Australran wrlters, poets and:-
thinkers. ‘







When most people hear the word !vegan’,
they probably think of a skinny, pale, tofu-
eating individual, constantly travelhng bagk
and forth to their doctor
levels. It's partially:

current issue; that of global warming is also
influenced by the production of animals
‘for. human consumption. Annually, 62.4
egatonnes of carbon dioxide is released
Australia. by l1vestock and actwmes

: rtainly a minority at:
'mber of people who. have

egahis‘m;zis ;not a lifesty‘legwmch 157 easy
foreveryone to adapt. Some - people - will.
~inever be convinced to shy away from using:

,ammal products. Others are:. hapPY with

Every step ,»towards a vegan lifestyle 1s
and lvwholeheartedly congratulate

f ply avoid
inue using
to as pure

animal fats
und in foods
mple, the
decreases
egan diet
a decent

has probably
le have cared
s, but the term
dern incarnation)
'by Elsie Shrigley
ers of The Vegan
that the reason
adopt veganism as
ith a concern for
ertainly true, though
xtends far beyond this
e, the average vegan
ul and revered thing in
ns. The smallest beetle
t, and has just as much
y, as any human being.
|d say otherwise, no person
claim -ownership- of any
gr apparently 1nsignificant,
object to the utilisation of
whatever reason because of
f the inherent right to lead a

‘eo‘pl'e int’é‘restéd 1n

egetar1an, __or simply
gan lifestyle; I'd love to
holdmg an information

er, sd if you would“ :
maore mfcrmation of

Thanks.
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PLLBE EICHTaNG

, Liam Finn is much the same age as

a lot of the students here at our university
campus, and here he is, already releasing his
first solo album. It's safe to say he knows a
fair bit about music though, being the son
of the rather famous Neil Finn, and having
already toured and recorded for years with
his band, Betchadupa. After spending some
time working in London with Betchadupa,
Liam has headed back home this year to
New Zealand to record his first solo CD.

| guess one of the main issues for musicians
of any genre who are looking for their break
is creating their own individual sound and
bringing something new to the scene. Alot
of experimental folk/pop can be described
with words like "nice” and "sweet” and
“mellow,” and although some of these
adjectives apply, Liam Finn’s music. has

a little more punch to it than that too.

The first track on the album, 'Better To
Be’, kicks it off to a strong start, and is
followed up with other memorable numbers
like "Second Chance’, and 'Gather to the
Chapel’. The tunes are more original and
engaging than average with this style of
music (‘Better to Be’ has been stuck in my
head for two days!) and there’s a lot of
energy in these songs.

Despite how non-commercialised it is,
there’s something kinda classic about this
album too. It's the charming, melodious
sort of music you expect might wind up on

a movie soundtrack one day. It’s fresh; it's
‘honest; it’s relatable - it's the adventures of
a-23-year-old,

Madeline Bradford-Becker
34
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I was always going to be biased when 1 got
this album. Their debut (All We Know is
Falling) resided in my car CD player for
two straight months - unheard of in my
world] Oh how | hoped that Paramore’s
sophomore release, Riot/, would live up to
my expectations. And it kinda has. A slight
line-up change, three solid years oh the Vans
Warped Tour and heavy backing from indle
label Fueled by Ramen has seen Paramore
graduate from gimmick to a bona-fide pop/
punk/rock group.

The traditional "emo” (and | use that term
loosely) elements of their debut remain
(see tracks ‘Hallelujah’ and 'Born For This’)
are pushed into the background in favour
of hooky melodies, driving rhythm section
breaks and a very strong vocal performance
by front woman Hayley Williams. First single
‘Misery Business’ aims to claim back some
of the ground captured by "bands” like The
Veronicas. A catchy chorus, angst-ridden
lyrics and loud guitars follow a set formula,
but one that works well,

‘Let the Flames Begin’ is the pick of the
obligatory slow numbers, whilst my money
is on "That’s What You Get’ to appear on
Video Hits as the newest single very soon,
Elements of The Living End ("Fences’),
Panic at the Disco (‘Crushcrushcrush’) and
everything in between, Riot] doesn’t tread
any new ground, but covers existing ground
well. Not everyone’s cup of tea, but if girlie
punk rock is your thing then it’s definitely
worth checking out,

KD

On Dit'75.10

There is not much that can be said about
this album other than fabulous. A must have
for any Garbage fan, although any Garbage
fan would have all of these tracks - perhaps
a great introduction to Garbage then!

Absolute Garbage is the culmination of four
albums’ worth of singles, as well as the odd
soundtrack inclusfon. Following in relative
succession, this double album beings with
'Vow’ and takes you through all well known
Garbage tracks, including ‘Only Happy When
It Rains’, 'Stupid Girl’, 'Push It’, *When

1 Grow Up', ‘Cherry Lips’ and *Why Do

You Love Me'. The only notable exclusion

is 'Androgyny’ (the first single from the
Beautiful Garbage album) but the inclusion
of "#1 Crush’ (from the movie Romeo +
Juliet) and 'The World is Not Enough’ (from
the James Bond movie of the same name)
more than make up for this oversight.

Disc two takes us through Garbage remixed,
and it’s worth checking out 'When | Grow
Up [Jagz Kooner],’ ‘Cherry Lips [Roger
Sanchez],” 'l Think I’'m Paranoid [Crystal
Methed]’ and 'Push it [Boom Boom
Satellites]’ to hear some different takes

on Garbage over the years, If you own a
Garbage album (or ever considered liking

' them at one stage) then this would be a

great addition to your CD collection,
: KD




THE HARD STUFY

While not as groundbreaking or exhilarating
as his work with the MC5, this is an awesome
album none the less. To quote Henry Rollins;
"l tove it when an old record can still kick
the ass off anything released years later.
Even better when one of the purveyors of
the real thing still delivers. Such is the case
with Wayne Kramer and Co. on his record.”

Released on the Epitaph label in 1995, it

is no surprise that The Hard Stuff was mis-
marketed and never sold particularly well.
How many kids are interested in an old

guy wha influenced the bands they listen
to? Also as Wayne claims to be making
‘dangerous music for adults’, maybe the
Epitaph demographic isn’t really the best
place for him. This is pretty well shown

on Epitaph’s web site where it receives an
awesome review with an average fan rating
of 0.00. Most of the songs are co-written
with Mick Farren who guests on one of the
bonus tracks. The album also includes guest
appearances from members of Bad Religion,
Pennywise, Rancid and The Melvins.

The lyrics mainly deal with tales of the
failed American dream, However there are
a few exceptions including tributes to Rob
Tyner, the MC5’s singer, and to Wayne's
hero Charles Bukowski. Wayne's new-found
maturity is demonstrated on the second
track, a tale of drug abuse warning that
'nothing comes for free’ made all the more
powerful as he spent the years between his
time in the 5 and his solo career either living
as a dope fiend or in jail. It's certainly a
different take on the issue when compared
to the views expressed in most of the MC5’s
songs and by their lifestyle.

All in all, it’s an uncompromising album
filled with the raw power of Wayne's guitar.
DK

Blue on Blue is the second EP from New
Zealand indie art rock four-piece Cut Off
Your Hands, formerly known as Shaky Hands,
The EP has been produced and mixed by the
more than capable Bernard Butler, formerly
of Suede fame, who has previously worked
with The Libertines. While comparisons
with like-minded groups such as The Cribs -
and The Strokes are inevitable, what makes
COYH stand out from the endless mire of
guitar-based indie bands is the fact they
sound like they are actually having fun, and
do it with more frenetic energy than a 12-
year-old with firecrackers.

COYH evoke the hopeless romantic spirit

of The Buzzcocks and the bristling funk
energy of early Talking Heads. Yet they still
manage to sound contemporary in a rock
scene dominated by throwback sounds.

The EP opens with the already heavily JJJ-
rotated ‘Still Fond’, afl propulsive bass lines,
and jagged rhythms, while possessing an
infectious melody that would be the envy

of any pop group. It’s a song that iIs sure to
get everyone singing along at the local indie
night.

*Oh Girl’ is destined to be the theme of
every lovesick boy and girl this spring, with
its sunshiny, Beach Boy-esque, perfect pop
chorus and jangly guitar. While 'Closed
Eyes’ show COYH at their most raucous,
bursting with youthful energy, so much so
that you could swear COYH are about to
explode out of your speakers. Ultimately
this EP demonstrates that COYH have that
rare ability to boil pop rock down to its core
elements of hip-shaking guitar hooks and
catchy sing-along choruses, while managing
to do it all in less than two and a half
minutes.

On Dit 75.10

I secretly love these guys. For a local

band that hasn’t been around for so long,
they write damn fine tunes. And the best
thing about Sugar Coated is that it is as
unpretentious as Ricochet Pete themselves.
The recording quality is not amazing; the
performance is a little loose, but it doesn’t
matter, because they are all about having
fun and so is their debut EP.

Beginning with a scene from an old western
(complete with toy gun noises) Sugar Coated
has this innate sense of excitement about

it. You want to devote the next two-and-a-
half minutes of your life to the next track.
Vocalist/guitarist Hana has a great sense

of melody and this is particularly apparent
in the track. "You're At the Top’, which
sounds like the Ramones jarmming in Willy
Wonka's edible garden, whilst ‘Hate at First
Sight’ (my personal favourite) sounds like

it has come out of the picture-perfect high
school scene in any number of Lindsay Lohan
movies.

Sugar Coated will not blow anyone away,
but it’s a great introduction to a local band
that continues to improve with each live S
performance. Anyone can learn to play an "
instrument well, but the ability to write:a’-
good song is rarer, and this is Rlcochet Pete :
greatest strength. .

FREE SHI

We have lots of copies of Madina
Luke csmqle ]loua f (,m-ds to




Ringing in the Sane is the debut album for
local punk rock boys The Hot Lies. After
releasing two hugely successful EPs, it’s
not hard to understand that there were big
expectations on the group to deliver with
this one. But a week before the album was
released, drummer Jared Brown wasn’t
letting the pressure get to him. “You know
you’ve done all you can and the other stuff
is not up to us, were all really proud of what
we’ve done.” They had a two year break
between releasing Heart Attacks and Callous
Acts and Ringing in the Sane, and used

that time to focus on writing new material.
"We put our heart and soul into the whole
thing,” says Brown, And the result is an
album that may not have been what fans
were expecting, but it is definitely heart,

¢+ soul, and full of rock.

. The band has moved from a screamo sound
to more of a rocky one, full of catchy hooks
and driving riffs, in which singer Pete Wood
has almost completely lost his emo-esque
screams of previous releases. Brown said
they didn’t want to make an album that
sounded just like their EPs, and that Ringing
in the Sane "retains a lot of the traits of
the band, but we had an opportunity to try
for different things and develop our sound
a bit more.” The'title itself describes the
tumultuous time (eading up to the album.
"We had problems with band members and
we felt like we were never going to find the
right one,” says Brown. That was until Luke
Szabo filled the guitarist position earlier
this year. "Me and Pete have always been
obsessed with a play on words and those
sorts of things,” explains Brown, “and we
thought that this one fit with what was going
on... sa it really meant something to us.”

Phil McKellar (who has worked with the likes
of Silverchair, Grinspoon and Kisschasy) was
handpicked by the boys to do the production
on the album. "We’ve been really blessed,”
gushes Brown, "and our label has always
been really, really supportive of us.” It was
through a label connection that the guys
came to know Eskimo Joe, who co-wrote

On Dit 75.10

two of the songs on the album ("Tokyo’ and
*Under Your Skin’). "They said they would
be keen to have a bit of a jam and just see
what comes out of it,” explains Brown,

He admits that they are “from two totally
different worlds as far as musical tastes and
stuff like that, but we really hit it off with
them personality wise.” When they met up
in Western Australia, Brown described it

as "just a really chilled out time... we had
barbies and drank beer and strummed on
guitars, and at the end of the week two
songs came out of it that we felt really fit
into the record.”

The Hot Lies have just completed a national
tour to launch the album, kicking things

off in good old Adelaide, at The Gov on
September 14, “We really look forward

to hometown shows so much,” says Brown
wholeheartedly, and judging by the crowd
at their gig, local fans look forward to them
playing here just as much. The Open Season
opened the show followed by Mere Theory,
who both played decent sets, but it wasn’t
until The Hot Lies walked onto the stage
that the place started really buzzing with
excitement. They showcased a lot of their
new songs interspersed with some oldies
that really got the crowd going; particularly
their radio hit ‘Promise Me’ in the encore.

October sees the boys embarking on another
Australia-wide tour, this time in support

of Good Charlotte, along with their mates
Kisschasy (at the Adelaide Entertainment
Centre on the 15%), Although The Hot Lies
have already toured with some of today’s
biggest punk acts (My Chemical Romance,
Alexisonfire, and The Used - just to name a
few), Brown says he is really looking forward
to this tour. “Arena shows are amazing
because of the whole aura; it’s such-a
massive place with massive sound,”. he says,
"It’s the spice of life, all the different things
you get to do, that's what makes it really
exciting and makes it feel very special to be
able to be in the position we are,”

Erin Veide



Mankind has advanced in many ways in the
past 75 years, We have eradicated smallpox,
made long distance travel effortless and

1 created weapons of mass destruction.

* Needless to say there has also been a great
progression in the arts, especially music;
not only the way that it sounds but how we

. experience it on a multitude of levels,

Befare | go into all of these levels it should
be noted that when | get time handed to me
| don’t know what to do with it, Take these
past holidays for example. Even though
there was enough work for me to do to keep
me busy for seventeen hours of the day,

I still managed to watch the first season

of Boston Legal as well as Flight of the
Conchords (git into it), If you're a weirdo
like me you will also spend hours on end
reading articles on Wikipedia, taking some
solace in the fact that you are somehow
wiser at the end of the day knowing what
shellac is. This leads me to say that a great
deal of the figures and "facts” that follow
have been obtained from the mother of all
websites and | thought a lot of it was worth
sharing.

Now, | am quite surprised that On Dit

was established in such a difficult time.

It was the worst of the Great Depression,
unemployment was almost 29% and yet

the students of this fine university were
still able to establish a magazine. Music-
wise the world was in the middle of the
golden age of radio, experiencing music
through their wireless systems, listening

to classic radio dramas and big band jazz.
As the forties approached, the vinyl record
became more popular and by the '50s the
full length album as we know it today came
into existence. Soon the LP became an icon
of the 20% century. Music was no longer
just a sound, it was an experience. Album
art became an integral part of a record,
concept albums began to surface which
made a recording more than a collection of
single songs but an entity in its own right.

Just replicating the sounds of a band in
a live setfing on a medium which could
be replayed was not enough. Producers
of records became regarded as auteurs in

.- their own right by formulating new methods

of committing sounds to tape. Take Phil

Spector, for example, you can hear one of
his productions from a mile away: what
sounds like an entire orchestra, heaps of
guitars with an echo that rings for days in
your head, leading to the so called “Wall of
Sound”. Spector’s entire ‘60s catalogue is
collected in the 1991 compilation Back to |
Mono and is highly recommended for people |
wanting to get a feel for that distinctive
sound.

The live experience also began to change.
Fans demanded more than just a band
playing their songs with conviction. This led
to complex light shows, massive projection
screens, go-go dancers (love those
HorrorPops girls) and even the use of props
such as puppets by artists like Beck and
giant human hamster balls by the Flaming
Lips.

Soon the seventies arrived and the cassette [
tape, which had been produced by Philips

since 1963, gained popularity. People were
converting their vinyls to records and soon
realised that they could make their own :
mixtapes and mass piracy was born. Believe [
it or not even today the tape is not a dead ¢
music medium with many atbums still being ¢
released in the format (it is still the major {
1| format in the third world). Why, | was able
|| to pick up The Darkness' debut on cassette
|| a few months ago to play in my car, which

|| lacks FM radio (best 50 cents | ever spent).
i No longer did | need to listen to the poor

|| oldies AM station of Cruise 1323, whose play
list consists of 47 songs played on repeat

| aimed at individuals aged 85 and above.

L In 1982, the compact disc was brought into
| mass production with ABBA's The Visitors

| and it slowly became the format for

|| music at least until the popularisation of

|| music in the mp3 format and digital music
| players. Indeed, in the past decade, we

|| are witnessing the physical medium slowly
|| being taken over by a digital one to the

[ | point where the number of units of a single
| sold now in the UK also take into account

|| paid downloads, This was prompted by the
| sales of legal downloads overtaking that of §
|| physical sales in January 2005 and sales haveg
| not since gone back. The sheer number of
downloads was so great that in 2006 Gnarls
! Barkley's single 'Crazy’ reached the top of

_onDit7510

i the UK charts baséd on downloads alone (thé:-
* first single to do so).

| | in the back of my neck that radiates to my

Entire careers have been formed online
without any heip of a record label. Take for
example Clap Your Hands Say Yeah’s self
titled debut which was marketed completely

| (at least initially) online and distributed by
| the band. Today one is hard pressed to find a
| | band which lacks a MySpace where songs can

be listened to on demand.

It has become all too easy to release music
and virtually anyone with a small amount of
money can make a record. Decent ones have
been made such as iron and Wine’s (aka Sam
Beam) debut The Creek Drank the Cradle
which was recorded by Beam himself in his
home studio (if you have heard this record,

L you begin to feel that his "studio” consisted
| of nothing more than a microphone, a guitar
| (and a capo) and audacity).

| guess the purpose of this article was to
outline that it is my belief that music, as

| with other arts such as film and painting,

needs to be appreciated in the context of

| which they are released. We are currently

| in an age where many sounds seem too

.| famillar and bands are clutching at straws

| to come up with that new sound (see The

|| Mighty Boosh, Season 2 Episode 2), Some are
| | succeeding, such as TV on the Radio, whose
¢ nod to the often forgotten genre of doo-

wop is appreciated by this author as well as
Battles who are truly utilising the technology

| available today. Many others fail miserably
I such as the nerdcore (or geekstav - Wiki it)
| artistMC Frontalot.

|| Recently | was listening to the 2001: A Space
| Odyssey soundtrack and did a bit of reading

as to why Kubrick did not use the score he
commissioned Alex North to do. His answer

|| came In an interview: "However good our

best film composers may be, they are not

| aBeethoven, a Mozart or a Brahms. Why

| use music which is less good when there is
| such a multitude of great orchestral music
| available from the past and from our own

time?” On that note I’m going to enqueue
The Blue Danube and get that tingly feeling

limbs and head for the next-10 minutes.

Bobak Bahrami i
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Iz END CIFF MR Y

SCARLETT THOMAS

In this philosophical thriller, Ariel Manto is an English PhD student
writing her doctorate on thought experiments. She's low on money;
her supervisor disappeared a year ago and she’s just been kicked out
of her office because the building next to her own collapsed. On her
way home she stops in a second-hand hookshop and finds a copy of
The End of Mr Y - one of the rarest books in the world and written
by Thomas Lumas, an intriguing author. No currently living person
has ever read this book. Of course, this could be because the book
is cursed. ) :

Ariel reads the book and learns the secret of Mr Y, who is Lumas
himself, and she too becomes cursed, obsessed with travelling to
the Troposphere - the world of the mind. But Ariel isn’t the only one
determined to get there..,

In truth, this is one of those books where the plot is nothing more
than a device to get certain thoughts or themes across to the
reader, Unfortunately, in order to make these more appealing to
'the masses’, the book is populated with violence, love affairs and a
government conspiracy.

Like Ariel’s thesis, the book is a way of exploring thought experiments,
By explaining these with style and ease the reader learns (mostly
accurately) about pop-physics and philosophical theories which are
elegantly woven together and incorporated into the structure of the
novel and the Troposphere. The book itself is ohe massive thought
experiment, originally composed by Ariel herself, along the lines of,
"What if everyone, ever, no matter how contradictory, was right?”
It’s unfortunate that while Thomas spends several pages examining
the theory behind, for example, homeopathy (and yet, in hindsight,
one never does receive an explanation for 'water-mermory’} the
often-mentioned work of Heidegger, Derrida and Baudrillard are
never explored or even explained in mare than maybe two sentences,
despite the strong impact they have on the book. On the other hand,
without even realising it, readers will learn about some of their
theories. :

The writing style and the language employed are simple, but that
makes the book very easy to read and doesn’t detract from the depth
of the flawed Ariel. The middle of the book sags a bit, and rather
than relying on actual philosophical or scientific theories that give
the book its strength, the novel stands on ground as shaky as those
in The Celestine Prophecies. | was also disappointed by the epilogue,
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for me and replace politics

(though not Harry Potter disappointed) having seen this device
employed several times before | was hoping for something a little
more imaginative to live up to the book’s promise.

In the end, you don’t have to be a philosophy, English or physics
student to plumb the depths of this book. As said, Thomas provides
adequate and often amusing explanations of various theories
throughout the text which allow even someone with no previous
knowledge to explore of her work.

- Alicia
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While | would love

to say that | had no
utterior motive to
reading this other than
to expand my horizons,
I cannot lie. | am
reading it for my thesis.
As the title tells you, the

‘ book is about human rights
7 violations, It explains how we

- can hold politicat and military leaders
accountable for their actions of mass murder, torture and genocide.
This book is extremely critical of all who dodge international law
and utilise all the loopholes that they can find.

Read the third edition of this novel as it covers recent world events,
such as the Iraq invasions, the Abu Graib abuse, the situation in
Darfur, Suddam Hussein's trial and Milosevic’s death. Reading this got
me all fired up about how the world must hold people accountable
for their crimes. It is easy to read, even though it is a very thick
book, with very small words. I really suggest you read this, even if
normally non-fiction books are not your cup of tea, It is important
that we all try an make it clear to world leaders that it is not right
to violate people’s basic human rights. And | promise no more
preaching after this. | swearl

2. Stardust by Neil Gaiman

As a big fan of Jasper Fforde, Terry Pratchett and Robert Rankin,

| was intrigued when someone recommended American Gods to
me after hearing me complain that | had nothing to read. After
American Gods, | fell in love with Neil Gaiman’s prose. Not only is it
charming, but he draws you into the world he is creating. | picked
up Stardust because | was dying to read it before the film came out.
it starts in the sleepy town of Wall, named so because of the wall
that runs alongside the town. However, when Tristan Thorn and his
infatuation, Victoria see a falling star, he promises to fetch her the
fallen star in exchange for her hand in marriage. This leads him to
the beginning of an epi¢ quest, with fallen stars, witches, princes
and enchantments - all the requirements for a fantastic fantasy
novel.

It's written in a slightly quirky, off-beat style which reads well. |
started to read this on the bus, missed my stop and ended up in
Elizabeth. | had to do the round trip to get home, which | didn’t
mind as | got to read more of this fantastic story. By the way, | went
to see the movie before writing this and | highly recommend the film
version too. And who could resist seeing Robert De Niro in a corset
and wearing make-up?

3.0 Last Summer (of You and Me): by Ann Brashares

I admit now, for wark | read the series The Sisterhood of the
Travelling Pants. | enjoyed it, it was the typical teen book which
is beloved by teenage girls and pre-teen girls, with friendship,

romance and relationship issues with parents. The novel begins in a

A similar fashion to that of The Sisterhood, which may turn people off

- my manager for example - but if you can, hang in there. It's a story
about Riley and Alice and their neighbour Paul. A love triangle of
sorts. It has love, secrets and a fatal iliness all mixed up into one. |
admit now, it made me weep a bit and cringe 1in bits too.

This is definitely chick-lit, but it’s well written, and if you can bear
to relive your teenage years, then persevere through the first part.
It does get better, | promise! If you want a relaxing read, then this is
for you, it’s not taxing and easy to pick up and put down.

| Count to Ten by Karen Rose.

With crime novels, ! find | have to pick and choose my novels
carefully in order to pick ones that aren’t too dark. Well, | missed
on this one. 1t has murder, rape, abuse and characters damaged

by their past. However, it’s written in a fast-paced, easy-to-read
style. It also had me on the edge of my seat, with chills going down
my spine. It writes from the heroes’ points of view and the killer’s
point of view. When fire marshal Reed Solliday finds the remains of
a charred body in a house fire, he is sickened to find that the body
is of a girl who had been raped and murdered before being burned.
This sets him on the trail of a killer out for revenge, He teams up
with homicide detective Mia Mitchell who is suffering from her own
demons to find an arsonist who out to kill those who have wronged
him in the past and isn’t afraid to kill those who get in his way.

Count to Ten actually follows on from other crime novels written

by Karen Rose; however, there is no need to read the others, Count
to Ten is a stand-alone novel, with mentions of characters from
previous novels, Readers beware though, it does have romance in

it, issues about love and relationship all popping up here and there.
So, if you’'re more of the Reginald Hill or P.D, James reader then this
may not be the one for you. If you enjoy James Patterson or Tess
Gerritsen, then try this novel, It's something new and a different

. author for you to sink your teeth into.

5. Hood by Stephen R. Lz

| don’t know about anyone else, but the BBC’s Robin Hood got me
interested in the legend of Robin Hood again. | remember reading
the traditional tale of Robin and his Merry Men when | was younger.

| also loved Robin Hood: Men in Tights. So when | was given Hood to
read to see if it was any good or not, | was excited. However, |'ve
never been a fan of Stephen Lawhead’s other novels, so | was feeling
a bit cautious. My fears were unfounded. | have fallen in love with
this version of the Robin Hood legend.

When Bran ap Brychan’s father is murdered by Norman soldiers, he
heads to London to find justice for his father’s murder. Along his
journey he sees others suffering, which only fuels his anger. Upon
the dismissal of his demands when he reaches London, he returns
home to find that his lands have been taken away and his people
are suffering under a new horrible regime. Set in Wales, read the
author’s note at the end to understand why Lawhead has chosen to
set his tale in Wales instead of the usual Nottingham.

This is an excellent twist on the Robin Hood legend. | can’t wait until
the second part of this series comes out - soon | hopel
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Trombonist
Thrills Adelaide
Audience

'Adventurous’
Australian Chamber Orchestra
September 4, Adelaide Town Hall

The name Christian Lindberg may not
mean much to the man in the street, but
to trombonists it calls to mind the sort of
technical and musical perfection that most
players can only dream of. Lindberg’s
uncanny abilities were on futl display in
the Australian Chamber Orchestra’s latest
installment of its Adelaide subscription
series.

Beginning with a bracket of Baroque gems
by Biber and Castello, Lindberg showed that
the trombone can have all of the agility of

a violin. The small ensemble brought great

energy to the short sonatas, and whetted the
appetite for the future release of a recording
of these and other similar works.

Racing forward in time by a few hundred
years, the rest of the orchestra joined the
other players for Part’s trance-like Fratres.
Lindberg was again the centre of attention,
with exceptionally fast passages, creamy
legatos and astounding multiphonics (playing
more than one hote at a time), The strings
created a particutarly lush backdrop for the
trombonist’s virtuosity.

Lindberg's own piece, entitled ASA, seemed
less programmatic than was indicated by

its composer’s programme note, but was
p

nonetheless a clever work - easy on the ear
and full of humour and energy that reflected
Lindberg’s bubbly on-stage persona (no less
than three different shirts worn in just one
half of the programdl).

The second half was less exhilarating, though
artistic director and lead violin Richard
Tognetti shone in his arrangement of Ravel’s
Kaddish. Rounding out the program was
another of Tognetti’s arrangements, this
one of Debussy’s String Quartet in G minor.
Although the thicker texture (seventeen
instruments as opposed to the original four)
generally wasn’t convincing, the pizzicato in
the second movement worked well with a
large ensemble. :

Overall, it was certainly Lindberg’s evening.
The ACO should be congratulated on a
particularty fine collaboration.

Benedict Coxon

Kungsbacka
Tour Marred by
Commission

Kungsbacka Piano Trio
Musica Viva
August 23, Adelaide Town Hall

The dominance of string quartets in chamber
music repertoire makes it a relatively rare
thing for Musica Viva to invite a piano trio to
tour' Australia; however, there could be few
better ways to break the drought than with
the 'immensely talented, though relatively
youthful Kungsbacka Piano Trio.

The tone produced by the strings never
faltered, and 'the - sensitive - playing of
pianist Simon Crawford-Phillips ensured that
balance was.not a problem. A fewintonation
issues plagued .the middle ‘movements of
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Beethoven's Piano Trio No. 7 ('Archduke’),

but these were only minor detractions from

what was otherwise a pleasing performance

of one of the best-known works for this §

combination of instruments.

Australian composer Paul  Stanhope’s
contribution to the programme, a twelve
minute piano trio misleadingly entitled
Dulcissimo Uscignolo, had been commissioned
especially for this tour. It sounded rather
like he had sat down at a plano, scribbled
whatever musical ideas came into his head
{in" ho logical order) and submitted the
piece for performance. Gimmicks such as
requiring the pianist to pluck the strings of
his instrument are excusable when they add
musical value, but when they are appear to
be included in a work for their own sake they
are nothing more (or less) than annoyances.

The inadequacy of Stanhope’s piece ‘was
underlined by the infinitely more substantial
Piano Trio No, 2 by Brahms, The Kungsbacka
musicians showed their interpretative, as well

On Dit 75.10

ASO Releases
2008 Season

www.aso.com.au

The 2008 Master Series, comprising 12
concerts, significantly features the first
Adelaide performance of Mahler’s majestic
3¢ Symphony, continuing Chief Conductor
Arvo Volmer’s passion for Mahler in what
has become an ongoing project for the ASO,
Thursday night concerts have been axed, so
student rush isn’t going to be as easy as it has
been in the past. Disappointingly, the ASO’s
involvement in the Adelaide Bank Festival
of Arts seems to feature mainly world and
fusion music.

A plethora of guests will visit the ASO in
Season 2008 including Ralph Kirshbaum,
Christianne Stotijn, James Ehnes, Alexander
Melnikov, Ewa Kupiec, Dmitry Sitkovetsky,
Sara Macliver, Li Wel and Carel Kraayenhof,
Visiting conductors include Kristjan Jarvi,
Olari Elts and Otto Tausk.

The Elder Conservatorium Chorale and
Adelaide Chamber Singers will combine

‘under the baton of Graham Abbott for a

performance of Fauré’s gentle Requiem,
while the women of the ASO chorus will also
feature in Mahler 3.

The 2008 season showcases the cello through
Ralph Kirshbaum's performance of the
Dvarak Cello Concerto and the gala concert,
Cellisimo, featuring Pei-Jee and Pei-Sian Ng,
Adelaide’s famous cello twins. This event will
be part of the Adelaide Cello Festival.

The ASO's Gala Concerts will celebrate coups
for the orchestra in securing the services
of the ever popular violin virtuoso Nigel
Kennedy and presenting the return of one of
the world's greatest sopranos in Lisa Gasteen
to Adelaide concert stages.

as technical, skills in a performance more
polished than that of the ‘Archduke' earlier
in the evening, The Scherzo had all of the
tension that it should, and was a particularly
fine example of the pianist’s ability to tackle
difficult passages while losing none of his
awareness of his colleagues. Violinist Malin
Broman' and cellist Jesper Svedberg reveled
in the work’s sweeping melodies, and lifted
the performance to an extraordinary level.

The encore from Dvorak's ‘Dumky’ trio was
a good choice for the added dimension that
it brought to the programme,; and it capped
off what was, on the whole, a very pleasant
evening of music-making.

Benedict Coxon



Come Back
Soon, A.B.0O.1

'Vivaldi Violin Velocity’
Australian Brandenburg Orchestra
September 16, Adelaide Town Hall

The Australian Brandenburg Orchestra’s visits
to Adelaide are not as frequent as one would
like, so when it does make an appearance it’s
an important date on the local arts calendar.
When it’s joined by the concertmaster of one
of the world’s great early music ensembles
(Les Arts Florissants, no less), there’s no
excuse for missing it.

Indeed, guest director and soloist Hiro
Kurosaki’s reputation preceded him, but this
did not preclude him from exceeding what
were high expectations in a virtuosic tour of
the Baroque. The speed at which he hurtled
through the third movement of Vivaldi's
Concerto in D major for Several Instruments,
RV 564 was breathtaking. Handel’s Concerto
Grosso in D minor, Op. 6, No. 10 traversed a
broad range of styles in its five movements,
and the orchestra responded enthusiastically
to Kurosaki’s direction,

A less well-known work concluded the first
half of the programme: Zavateri's Concerto
a Tempesta di Mare. The narrative behind
it, about a ship caught in a storm, was clear
not just in the instrumental writing (e.g.
octave leaps in the violin parts to evoke the
rise and fall of the sea) but in the dynamic
contrasts that were used to great effect by
the ensemble as a whole.

The works in the programme’s second half
were linked by the theme of the Dresden
Court Orchestra, Heinichen, Kapellmeister,

Pisendel, Konzertmeister and Vivaldi, whose
works were often played by the orchestra,
were all included in a programming move
that made sense musically as well as on
paper.

Kirsten Barry's excellent breath control
allowed her to draw the most out of the legato
passages in Heinichen’s Concerto for Oboe in
G minor, S. 237, while Vivaldi's Concerto for
Several Instruments and String Orchestra in F
major, RV 569 gave the valveless horns some
time in the sun. The horns then played an
important role in Pisendel’s Violin Concerto
in D major - this was the first performance of
the work with horns, prompted by the recent
discovery of some new manuscript pages!

It was in this last work that Kurosaki pulled
out all of the stops, with several finger-
burning passages being rattled off with
apparent ease. A couple of sparkling Vivaldi
encores finished off a wonderful concert that
ticked all of the hoxes.

Benedict Coxon

Boubt Triumphs

‘Doubt’
State Theatre Company of SA
September 5-22, The Dunstan Playhouse

Winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for
Drama and four Tony Awards (including best
drama), John Patrick Stanley’s Doubt was
accompanied by massive media interest and
advertising. Not surprisingly, the acclaimed
Sydney Theatre Company production was
every bit as good as one would expect.

Doubt is set in New York in the 1960s. Sister

Flynn and Pamela Jikiemi as Mrs Muller
- was excellent. Particular praise must go
to James, Flowers and Gabardi, who had the
largest roles. James was utterly convincing
as the innocent young teacher, while
Gabardi kept us guessing with his unreadable
portrayal of the priest. Flowers’ iron-fisted
Aloysius was impressive and the highlight of
the performance.

Director Julian Meyrick’s production was easy
on the eye and very tastefully done. The STC
deserves a big pat on the back for this one.

Edward Joyner

Aloysius, principal of a Roman Catholic

School, begins to harbour doubts about the ::
parish priest, Father Flynn - and his closeness
to Robert Muller, an altar boy and the first
black student at the school. Is Father Flynn °

a predator, or is Sister Aloysius unjustly »;,:. -
persecuting him, based on her suspicions . Are

rather than solid proof?

The small cast - consisting of Kate Box as
Sister James, Jennifer Flowers as Sister
Aloysius,

Christopher Gabardi as Father

On Dit 75.10

Hough's M.V.
Bebut Impresses

Stephen Hough - Musica Viva
September 19, Adelaide Town Hall

Stephen Hough’s warm and intimate sound,
combined with his flawless technique created
a memorable concert. This was Hough’s
first solo recital with Musica Viva, and the
programme reflected his enormous ability
as one of the most respected performing
artists of his generation. The programme
included pieces ranging from Chopin’s Waltz
in C sharp minor to Ross Edwards’ meditative
composition, Kumari, Throughout the
concert, his creative thoughts were clear and
highly enjoyable.

The npianist’s virtuosity was on display
throughout the evening; however, the
first half of the concert was dominated
more by the depth of his playing. Although
his playing style was very relaxed and
intimate, he possessed strong sounds, which
matched the temperament of Mendelssohn’s
romantic masterpiece, Variations sérieuses.
Ross Edward’'s Kumari was composed of
fragments sustained by the lingered pedals,
and characterised by the simultaneous use
of extreme registers of the piano. Hough's
soft playing was very calming and even the
softest sounds had the energy to penetrate
throughout the hall, and into the audience’s
hearts. The first half of the concert concluded
with the grand Sonata No. 32 by Beethoven.

The second half featured a completely
different dimension of piano playing,
consisting entirely of romantic waltzes and
dance music by Weber, Chopin, Saint-Saéns,
Chabrier, Debussy and Liszt. Hough raced
through the programme with the same
relaxed calmness, and the melancholic
theme of Weber and Chopin was executed
extremely effectively. Hough's stylish playing
matched the mood of the music and his
control of the instrument excelled in every
aspect. The final piece in the programme,
First Mephisto Waltz by Llszt was the true
culmination of the program, displaying the
pianist’s virtuesity and spontaneity; as well
as depth of his interpretations.

Yasuto Nakamura
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Galman s Blog that the film had already béen
a month, | quickly went to YouTube and watch
and trailer available. My anticipation was very
though a world of medieval kings, backstabbing (llterally
wicked witches, cut-throat pirates and shop-boys, and |
wasn't disappointed.

The trailers only showed a small portion of the plot: boy meets girl,
boy wants to marry girl so pledges to find a fallen star and thus a
quest ensues. Stardust delivers three (or more depending how you are
counting) quite intricate plots that move the narrative towards the
fairytale ending that we all know is coming, but enjoy nonetheless.
The best thing for me was the character of the fearsome Captain
Shakespeare (Robert De Niro) and his pirate crew, who scene steal
every single time they are on screen. The main characters of Tristan
(Charlie Cox) and Yvaine (Claire Danes) fill their roles well and
believably, while Michelle Pfeiffer’s over-the-top performance as the
Witch Larniais enjoyable. As Ferdy the Fence, Ricky Gervais sticks to
his standard on-screen persona, which to some is getting a bit old and
predictable. Another amusing performance come from the seven dead
ghosts of the royal princes, providing a nod to the Greek choruses of
old and even more mirth to an already enjoyable and comical film.

The music and special effects fit the film like a glove and enhance the
mood and style, making this fantasy world come to life. Stardust isn’t
cheesy, corny, tacky, or ridiculous. It is actually highly entertaining
and funny with some of the most memorable one-liners, characters
and scenes that [‘have seen in recent years in the fantasy film genre.
| feel this movie may become like the cult classic The Princess Bride,
but for the next generation

Rating (out of 5):

Christian Reynolds

Based on Michael Noonan’s classic 1963 novel; December Boys is a
tovely tale of friendship, rivalry and coming of age. The story begins in
a dusty outback orphanage, removed from the world and surrounded
by nuns. Our narrator is one of their wards, Vernon, or "Misty’ (Lee
Cormie), who dreams of being adopted. However his sensitivity and
devout Catholic beliefs make him something of an outcast to the
other boys. The first day of December arrives, and all the December
boys - those born in December, receive their birthday presents. As
a special treat they are chosen to go on a holiday to a beach cove
(Kangaroo Island). They are a mixed group, comprised of Misty, Spark
(Christian Byers), Spit (James Fraser) and Maps (Daniel Radcliffe in a
highly publicised role). The trip of a lifetime bonds them together as
they explore their wild surroundings under the guidance of 'Skipper’
Mrs McAnsh (Kris McQuade) and her sea-mad husband Bandy (Jack
Thompson).

Tensions between the group begin when the couple next door,
motorbike-riding ‘Fearless’ (Sullivan Stapleton) and the stunning
French immigrant Teresa (Victoria Hill} find themselves barren,
and decide to adopt one of the children. Rivalries form as each
competes for a place, and events start to become more risky.

It is not to be denied that the main draw for people will be Daniel
Radcliffe of Harry Potter fame. In his first film away from the Rowling
stories, Radcliffe does reasonably well, affecting a mostly believable
Australian accent. He portrays the complex emotions of an ageing
orphan and his devotion to his ‘brothers’ with a fair amount of
intricacy. His burgeoning romance with Lucy (Teresa Palmer) adds
dimensions of emerging sexuality and naivety to his subtle character.
The real star of the show, though, is Cormie, who brings real vivacity
and charm into his character.

The landscape is idyllic in its simplicity, hinting atinnocence explored,
lost, and rediscovered. Director Rod Hardy uses a variety of motifs,
like the image of the Virgin Mary; the wild, fish-catching horse and the
giant fish, to bring a dreamlike fantasy quality into the mix, While the
dialogue is fairly predictable, this film js a.genuine, heart-felt story
worthy of viewing.

Genevieve Willlamson

46 On DIt 75.10



| write .this as’l listen to the soundtrack of
the-film with my mother .dancing along in
the ‘backgraund. She's just come back from
seelng Hairspray and is in‘love with it. | must
admit, | agree with her. {'ve-séen it twice
and :plan on seeing it-a few more times and
then buying it on DVD when it is released and
watching it many more times.

What do you do wheh you have big dreams and
even bigger hair? Well, do as Tracy Turnblad
(Nikki Blonsky) does and wow the host of
your local dance show at a school.dance.
This outrages former Miss. Baltimore Crabs
Velma Von Tussle (an evil Michelle -Pfeiffer)
who runs the station WYZT, as Tracy is not
your normal teenager, with a plus sized figure
which sets her apart from the other dancers
on the show. However, set in the 1960s when
racial inequality is still going strong, Tracy
is awakened to the fact that segregation is
occurring and when 'Negro Day’ of The Corny
Collins Show has been cancelled, she begins
another quest; integration,

The opening segment is the catchy and fun
musical dance sequence ‘Good Morning
Baltimore’ where we meet Tracy., It

immediately gets you houncing along in your
seats. Another notable number involves Tracy .
showing her stuff, with heart-throb Link
Larking (Zac¢ Efron) singing ‘Ladies’ Choice’
in the background. My favourite number
however, is ‘Run*and Tell That’ where Tracy,

A kitchen smk styled drama is certamly the
last thing you would expect from French film,
Inside Parls is a different take on the city of
romance than the recently acclaimed Paris,
Je t’aime took. This bleak tale of a father and
two sons attempts to engage the audience
in their struggles to come to terms with
heartbreak, depression, and family suicides
in a Paris apartment just before Christmas,
Paul (Romain Duris) is reeling from a harsh
break up with long term partner, the neurotic
Anna (Joana Prefss) and {s on the verge of
suicide. Happy-go-lucky university student
Jonathan (Louis Garrel) - tries to: cheer
Paul up, however he gets distracted by the

women who come his way, all of whom are

strangely drawn by his charm (although
not by his hygiene), Their impoverished,
divorced father Mirko (Guy - Marchand)
attempts the classic ‘ways of cheering up
his son, with chicken soup and Christmas
trees, while unable.-to reconcile feelings

for his ex-wife and her varlous boyfriends, _ T
*“characters to connect emotionally, The

The tack of this ﬁlm is fairly difﬁcult to.
describe, At times: Jonathan appears as‘ ,;

.despite their inability to connect, The use of
grunge rock and jazz music (depending on the . -

Link and Tracy’s best friend Penny (Amanda
Bynes) are treated to a song and dance
from their African-American classmate,
Seaweed (Elijah Kelly). Kelly is superb in this
performance. How can you hate a sequence
when there are people dancing on a moving
bus?

So often musicals fail, even when there is a
first rate cast, however Hairspray not only
passes, it does so with flying colours. John
Travolta is fantastic as Edna Turnblad, in
a fat suit and as a woman too. Christoper
Walken does the best that he can with an
underwritten character, but has excellent
moves. Queen Latifah as Motormouth
Maybelle is both energetic and moving. If |
hadn’t seen James Marsden singing on Ally
McBeal | would be shocked that someone
known more for his action character Cyclops
in the X-men franchise, has the charm and
skill for singing that his character :

Corny Collins requires; he does
it well. Blonsky is fabulous
as lead character Tracy, with
charisma and strong vocal
skills. Efron seamiessly blends
confidence about his looks and
talent and uncertainty about his
feelings for Tracy into his teen
heartthrob character. Bynes
and Kelly are tremendous as
supporting cast who lend more
energy to an already energetic
film. As the villain of the piece,
Pfeiffer is deliciously camp as a
racist station manager who likes
to relive her glory days. The
only disappointing performance
was from Brittany Snow, whose
character Amber Von Tussle is

narrator, speaking directly to. the camera,
speaking of how-the power of love can.make

not as well-written as the others and Snow
doesn’t seem to have the ability to make the
most of what she’s been given. Regardless,
she has the vocal skills and dancing ability
to make you forget about a slightly stilted
performance.

| was a fan of the original Hairspray, with
Ricki Lake as Tracy (in the new Hairspray,
Ricki has a cameo as well as singing one of
the songs in the credits) but was a bigger
fan of the Broadway production which this
version is based on. Even if | didn’t like the
first fitm, 1 would be still be going to see this
one as John Travolta is in a woman'’s fat suit
and dancing! All | can say is go and see itl

Alicia

hard, and subsequently falls flat on its face.

people want to jump off balconies, At other - i

times - the ~chronol¢gy “of - events . becomes

disturbed by flashbacks and odd side plots, - . e

showing us a drunk, half-naked Anna dancing
one moment, and a game of biind=man’s blLuff

with Jonathan and Alice (Alice Butaud) the:
next. The only relationship depicted with-any.

real amount of sincerity is between the two
brothers, who genuinely care for each ath

tone of the action) sets the scene fairly well,
yet it does not mask the overall ineptitude of

“ithe film’s construction,

As a long time fan of French cinema, | was
sadly disappointed by this effort. Each
scene appeared to be designed to contain
as many standard motifs of French cinema as
possible, without there being any real need
for. them, Coffee, sex, nudity, cigarettes,

“and depression fill the drama of the film,

depicting the desperate attempts of the

overall intention of the film appears to be
to perplex the audience, yet it tries too
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Dark and dramamc, The Jammed:- explores . the trafﬁckmg and
treatment of’ 1mm1grant sex slaves in-Melbourne: The - fitm s fold
through the eyes'of Crystal (Emma Lung, Peaches), and Ashiey
(Veronica Sywak, Blurred). Ctystal'enters the country under false

be a sex slave. Under constant strveillance and abuse, she‘entersa’
very dark existence, the toll of which is'portrayed SUperbly by Ernma.-
Lung. Ashley, on the other hand, lives in Melbourne and is lodking for
the daughter of a Chinese woman she has met; Thls daughter js:0ne of
the girls that Crystal works with and the paths of the two'characters
cross. Saskia Burmeister (Hating Alison Ashley) also does a fantastic

job as the slightly more street-savvy third sex slave in the‘group:” The

characterisation was very good with most characters having contrasts
within their personality. For example, the controlling pimp was fiot
always seen in a negative way; there were scenes where he was the:
exact opposite. This added a level of realism and complexity.

The film was shot very well, considering its shoestring budget and
Melbourne was given a very distinct look. The subject matter was
handled well and shines a light on something a lot of people would
like to close their ears to, making for a confronting one and a half
hours. One problem with the film, though, was that some events used
to move the plot along seemed a little coincidental.

The film follows the recent trend in Australian films to make heavy
dramas about uncovering the underbelly of our nation's society,
however The Jammed adds more, mainly due to the performances
and realistic outcomes for the characters in the story. How these
outcomes are reached sometimes is a bit dubious though. | would
expect to see both Emma Lung's and Saskia Burmeister’s names on a
few award nominations lists before the end of the year. It’s not what
| would describe as a happy go-lucky romp, but worth it if you want
to see a good film.

Josh Hopkins

belief of becoming a dancer, when.in reality she has been setup. to

The easiest way to surimarise this film is with the profound words
of President George W, Bush in 2005, "America will not impose our
own style of government on the unwilling,” This is what the entire
film is about. Australian-born, left-wing, award-winning journalist

John Pilger, explores the United States’ obsession with overthrowing

democratically elected governments,

This documentary is centred on the rise of Venezuela's democratically
elected Hugo Chavez. Through promising {and delivering) benefits to
Venezuela's poorer citizens, Chavez assumed power. However, after
Chavez took the power away from the country’s wealthy minority
who previously ran the country, a United States-backed coup was
launched. The scariest thing, though, is that this was not an isolated
case. Throughout history, the United States has backed numerous
coups against democratically elected Latin American governments.

While the film was primarily focussed on Venezuela's successful
democratic rule, which survived the coup and is still in place today,
Pilger documents other countries such as Bolivia and Chile, which
suffered large human losses. In one interview with a former ClA
agent (who arrogantly denied such death), the agent justified the
loss of life as being in America’s national interest, Coincidentally,
this phrase seemed to be used to justify all atrocities performed by
the Americans.

Pilger was definitely qualified to tell this story. He's been a foreign
correspondent and a front-line war reporter, beginning with the
Vietnam War in 1967. He's made over 55 documentaries but this was
his first on the big screen. Pilger often quoted Milan Kundera: "The
struggle of people against power is the struggle of memory against
forgetting," and this was definitely a theme of the film.

The film felt like a 60 Minutes report but had the depth of a good SBS
doco. Although it started slowly and initially felt slightly biased, it
was obvious Pilger had done his research with rolls of archived footage
and fantastic interviews. After the film | could seriously understand
why some people have a vendetta against the United States, This was
certainly a film worth the $15 ticket price and should be seen for the
history content alone. v N



- 4-5 very ripe ladyfinger bananas
- A cup of macadamia nuts, not
salted or sweetened

- A cup of whole cranberries =

- A juicy lemon

- A tablespoon of melted butter,
the best at the supermarket is
Lurpac Butter, slightly salted

- Pepper and salt

- Paper towels

- Plastic bag

- Toothpicks or metal skewers

- Rolling pin or another hard object

Heat the oven to 220°C.

Rinse the chicken, inside and out, under
cold running water and pat dry with paper
towels.

Place the macadamia nuts and the
cranberries into the plastic bag and seal
with a knot. Bash the bag with the rolling
pin to crack open the nuts.

Slice the bananas into thin chips.

Just under the chicken’s legs, there is a
small gap between the flesh and the skin.
Slide your clean fingers in between that gap
and ease the skin off the flesh, Proceed to
lift the skin all over the bird, taking care
not to rip the flesh. In these gaps, slide the
banana chips under the skin, until the whole
chicken is encased with banana.

Stuff the chicken with the nuts and
cranberries, To prevent the nuts from falling
out, tightly pull the loose flesh around the
cavities and seal with the skewers.

- A large free-range whole chicken ®

Baste the chicken with the melted butter to
give it a lovely golden colour, Squeeze the
lemon all over and sprinkle with cracked
pepper and salt.

Place the chicken on the roasting rack and
put it in the oven. Turn every 20 minutes.
Keep an eye on the'bird, but it takes
between 1 hour and 1 hour and 20 minutes
to cook. Poke the thigh with the skewer and
if the juices are clear, it is done. If tinged
with pink, keep cooking.

Take out of the oven and gently wrap

the bird with aifoll and let it rest for 10
minutes,

On the Side

- Asparagus - it's in season now.
One bunch per person.

- Salt
- Aknob of blue cheese
- Frying pan

DR
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In the kettle, boil enough water to fill % of
the frying pan. Place the pan on a very hot
stove, empty the water into the pan and add
a tiny pinch of salt.

Snap off the woody ends of the asparagus
and lay gently in the frying pan. As they turn
a slightly deeper green remove from the
pan. Sprinkle with the blue cheese and serve
at once.

Lave to On Dit on its exciting birthday. It’s
such a special magazine.

Clare
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been lucky enough to meet a young,
up and coming designer who, | believe, will
be quite successful one day. | got a chance to
interview Karl Weightman to find out about
his drive, talent and passion, and ' ;
wants to go with it

Karl's:tale r garment  construction

“became evident at an early age when, at the
age of 12, he made his older sister’s dance
costumes. While his awareness of fashion
grew over time, he later relised he wanted
to make a career out of his talent, Karl has
worked for well-known Adelaide designers
George Gross and Harry Who, as well as
stylist Tony Balzan, for whom he was Parade
Assistant. Karl perfected his craft firstly at
Prides, and then later at Marleston TAFE,
graduating last year. As extra experience
during his studies, Karl worked in retail and
made one-off cocktail dresses for friends who
were keen to exhibit his talent.

Above: A one-off Karl Rhys dress, Phatogrophy:
David Wesolowskl, Model: Christiane, Makeup:
Aaron, Crocker [ Stardust Cosmetics, Hair: Natasha
Kruzycki @ Enve Halr, Hyde Park

His passion has lead to the formation of
Karl’s label ‘Karl Rhys', which is a labour of
love for the young Adelaide designer, who
draws inspiration from “30s and '40s post-
war fashions. While in current fashion, his
favourites include John Gallfano’s couture
collections and Alexander McQueen’s cutting-
edge style, .

Karl’s primary clothing line is Karl Rhys,
which is designed with the sophisticated
woman in mind. She’s a woman "who wants
a twist on the classic piece but still wants

to be elegant and commat: .
While the illine™ called 'KRHYS'
(pronounce se’) caters for a "fun

fiig, young woman with an edge, a love
of colour, life and never shies away from the

crowd”.

Previous Karl Rhys collections includes ‘For
the Boys’, Autumn/Winter 2007 (collections
are released 6 months in advance in order
for mass production time to fill orders). The
idea behind the 'For the Boys’ collection
was to "liberate the office girl and free her
from box-like suits”. Instead, the aim was
to create a "sophisticated look with a sense
of fun by exposing the inner child”. The
collection is "all about taking notes from old
English private school days and mixing it with
a twist of fun and flirt"”.

Above: Korl Rhys 'For the Boys' collection,
Phatographer: Bianca de Marchl, Model: Kimberly
Blelby, Hair and Makeup: Chris Cook.

The current Karl Rhys collection is 'Era del
Acquario’ (translating to Age of Aquarius),
Spring/Summer 2008, This  collection
is for the KRHYS label, it is "draped in
quality fabrics such as silk with touches
of lurex throughout the collection, It’s
simply about having fun, being without
any inhabitations and loving life. There is a
strong emphasis on colour inthis collection,
whether it be the psychedelic print
silk '70s maxi-dress or the red tartan empire
line dress.”

Currently, no stores in Adelaide stock the
Karls Rhys labels, but you can contact Karl

On Dit 75.10

Abave: Christiane wears KRHYS Tartan Dress,

via e-mail if you wish to get dresses made:
karlrhysweightman®hotmail.com. Karl will
be relocating both his labels to Melbourne
next year due to more job opportunities.
There he intends to place his label in a few
boutiques and build it up through word of
mouth.

During the interview | became distinctly
aware of Karl's modesty when.it came to his
talent, as well as his warmth and welcoming
presence. This guy definitely is not what you
would expect, | had armed myself to deal
with arrogance, but found none. He's just a
straight-forward, hard-working, honest guy;
something that | believe to be rare in the
fashion world.

Kim McDonaough

Above: Christiane wears KRHYS sky blue dress,
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We ‘were originally going to present you
an interview with Michael Fahey of the
gaming blog Kotaku.com and his unhealthy
obsession with video game-related cakes
for this special 75" anniversary edition of
On Dit. However, he is a lazy bastard and
wasn't able to answer all our questions
at all (though that may be because he's
running the website by himseif all this
week), so instead we're bringing you a
variety of tidbits. Read on and enjoy.
Also, apologies for getting on the BioShack
bandwagon last edition but | hope some
of you still managed to enjoy it! If you're
interested in video game-related cake, visit
www.gamecakes.com .

mf[] O

Daniel Purvis’s chaoice

Mass Effect:; Multi-galaxy RPG by BioWare
Rock Band: 4x instruments, 4x the drinks
Unreal Tournament 3; Big budget gibs-
em-up

Call of Duty 4: Spectacular modern-

day warfare by Infinity Ward (Infinity
Ward counts as one word because it's a
developer namel)

Wipeout HD: Fastest anti-gravity racing
on PS3

A Mass Effect H ‘

Warhawk (P53)
Developer: Incognito
Entertainment

Puhlisher; Sony Computer
Entertainment

A Stranglehold (Xhox 360)

Like Battlefield titles but with
action more closely associated
with arcade-style games

and across beautiful open
environments with clean, crisp

Developer: Midway
Publishar: Midway
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The video game sequel to the 2)
Hong Kong action film Hard-Boiled,
starring Chow Yun-fat as Inspector

Tequila

All the hardcore shooting action of

a John Woo flick at your control, 3)
with destroyable environments
and plenty of cannon fodder

So says the instruction booklet:
"When you run directly toward
low objects like tables, counters,
platforms, etc., Tequila will
automatically slide across them”
and enter Tequila Time, when
"the world slows down ... allowing
Tequila to do his job in real-time
while the suspects slowly suffer
the consequences”

Most intuitive use of motion
controls to date, demonstrating
the level of complexity and
options made possibly by the PS3s
SIXAXIS control

Intense online co-op gaming for
the PS3

Assassin’s Creed: I'm too wimpy
| for Parkourl ‘
Halo 3: Qo baby, you complete

§ Rock Band: 'Cause digital
| groupies totally rock

O

v Manster Huntar Freedom 2
Developer; Capcom
Production Studio 1
Puhlisher; Capcom

1) You’re‘Japahese
2)  You own a PSP
3)  You have 300 hours to invest

collecting items and clumsily
beating down huge monsters

! Bu
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[The reviewer will always, always begin with

a bit of exposition by way of lengthy diatribe
about how there are so many World War |i
games out on the market and how it’s all

a bit tiresome despite the games that get
the most attention generally being critically
acclaimed. This hollow bitching is followed
up by a lame, thoughtless leading question
such as, “Can Medal of Honor: Airborne
distinguish itself from the pack?”]

[Upon noticing this game is developed and
published by EA, the reviewer will go off

on a tangent by launching an irrational
pseudo-Marxist rant about how EA embodies
everything that is wrong with the industry by
being solely interested in money and nothing
else. This is a clear contradiction with the

incompetent Al that appears throughout
: the game? Not only do your allies suck at
[ A Standard shooting things, a bizarre affliction for any
; erld War H FPS soldier, but they often stumble into your
path, causing the player to shoot them in
| Heview Template the back of the head in an hilarious case
. of mistaken identityl Hearty chuckles from
as apphed to readers will follow as anecdotes of stupid Al

Medal of Hanor: make everyone laugh when they read about

them.]
Airbarne ]

mm [EA have lots of money, and you can remind
%8 the readers of this fact in this paragraph
when you tell them all of the lofty
production values, lovely graphics and toud
and supposedly realistic noises. You must
mention the realistic noises. You certainly
weren’t alive in 1945 but you'll be damned
if you don't try to come across as some sort
of war buff anyway by claiming the noises
are realistic.]

likes of Sony/Microsoft/Nintendo, who want
to hold your hand when you cross the road
and tuck you in at night.]

[The reviewer belatedly returns to the
\eading question from the first paragraph by
way of an obligatory mention to Airborne’s
unique feature, the ability to parachute
into each of the six well designed levels,
theoretically atlowing you to take on
every mission just the way you like it. It’s
half marketing guff, but half a genuinely
successful attempt to shake things up a

bit and can affect the way you approach a
level]

[Wrap things up with a cursory mention

of the game’s multiplayer which straddles

a very fine line between refreshingly
minimalistic and completely half-baked.
Mention that at the time of the review there
was no dedicated server support for the PC
version of the game, as brilliant an idea as
Hitler thinking, "“Based on past successes, |
reckon this ‘war on two fronts’ thing could
work out pretty well.” End the review with
the Game Journalists Union’s internationally
recognised score for a decent-but-not-great

[At this point, don’t you reckon it'd be game, 7.5/10]

funny if the reviewer made light of the Angus Chisholm

That time of the year is approaching and we need COMMITED, HONEST, HARD WORKING,
RELIABLE, and DEDICATED people ‘fo apply for Director positions fo help with the smooth

running of Orientation 2008.

We are seeking up to three [3) directors each for the following events:

e O'Camp
° O'Week
. O'Ball

Orientation Directors will need to be prepared to give up some of their Summer holidays,
be bound by AUU policies, manage a budget and undertake appropriate first aid cnd I%

sexual harassment fraining.

Application forms can be downloaded from www,union.adelaide.edu.qu or co_llec’red
from AUU Reception, L4 Union House. Submit your applications fo Union Reception or to
david,wilkins@adelaide.edu.au by 5pm on 15 October 2007. Any queries can be directed

fo David also.

Y

Qrientation 2008

JEGREE!




Eastern Suburbs Youth Const

The Youth i-Network (Youth Advisory Committee for the City of
Norwood Payneham & St. Peters), in conjunction with the Eastern
Region Youth Network and other eastern Councils is currently
consulting with young people across the eastern region.

The consultation aims to collect information about four important A U D B I @ S ?;Efé,\PLEASE SEND THEM )

issues emerging in the eastern suburbs: - ondit@adelaideedu.au
Youth Resilience ‘

;  BYMONUAY, OCTOBER 8.

Soclal Pressures ' : SR S

Drug and Alcohol use For Shakespeare’s (PERSONALS ACCEPTED).
Access to Support and Services

We want to hear from young people aged 12-25 who live, work or AS YOU LIKE IT
study in the Eastern suburbs,

You can have a say and share your views and experiences in To be performed during the Fringe 2008
relation to these issues,

Visit www.i-site.net.au for more information about how you can
get involved By appointment only; 10, 14 October
Complete an anonymous survey online
Share your story by sending us your thoughts, personal
experiences or observations relating to the topics. Your work 0403 832 337 | 8362 8768
could be included in the Resilience Storybook that will be
published in 2008, and you may remain anonymous
Register to attend a youth forum being run by Burnside YAC
on 25 October
Attend Café Consultations being run by Campbelitown YAC in
September

The information collected will inform the planning of youth
programs and services in the eastern region.

This is your chance fo have your voice heard on real issues and
to have a say about what happens in your community.
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Inaugural ( General Meeting
Date: Fnday 12nd October
Time: 5:00 pm
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CALLING ALL SUB-EDITORS

FOR 2008!

.
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EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST TO VOXPOPEDS@HOTMAIL.COM
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