TO THE EDITOR. T e —
pfg;—l_iﬂwqg noticed two letters in your'
\per ; matters, perhaps i
will kindly ﬁn& room for a few I:-emarp:n}rg:
the gnestion, At home, where I know a little
of rowing aﬁ'a;l_m,-'l_ ver knew a case of 3
working man’s ¢lub rowing in Association
races ; in fact, Imay say I never knew of a
regular working man’s club at all, there-
fore it is useless to compare the old and
NEW country in this case. One of your cor-
Iﬂpﬁndents refers to cricket. Now, as to
tn Et, any man, prowdegl he has a good eye
and a very moderate ph_ymtgua, can cope with
a4 glant on equal terms In the game ; while in
rowing things are very different. It requires |
to a person of sedentary pursuits a constant |
strain on the muscles and a large amount
of hard work to get into anythin
like form; while a man of manua
abour is, so o speak, always in
tramm%, and has l;us biceps at concert pitch,
readyat a moment’s notice. I will allow, for
E&kﬁa of argumtqlilt, that an ““amateur” has
perhaps more time to practise actual rowin
than a ‘‘trade amabeﬁlf%" but, as the aciencg |
of rowing is much more easily acquired than
cricket, 1t is little or no advantage to put |
agm:;.st a state of continued hardy develop-
men
£ Will any six ordinary men of the division '
amateur,” even after six weeks' practice,
hold out a heavy weéight against a like num-
ber of *‘trade amateurs” with any chance -
of success? I think not,-and I think it quite
reasonable on the above ground that there
should be two sets of races. On social
grounds I cannot see how it can be demo-
ralizing to admit any club to an actual race
which 1s the only time I think members o
cne club would meet the other., Scent wont
even lie on water, but one letter seems to
advocate a general miXing up of all
classes, and goes on to say that a ‘‘gen-
tleman can always st/oE familiarity,” ‘He
certainly can when he keeps his place, and
does not for the time don a manner or
custom of a class lower in social scale for
any purpose of his own other than kindness
nnﬁ consideration; butywhen gentlemen snub
their inferiors for familiarity after actually
wrangling on equal terms for the business
turn of a shilling, I am-inelined to_drop the
term for ever, and back the working man if
he can moderate the idéa he generally has of
there beinﬁ no room for any one else in the
world but himself, T
I am, Siv, &e.,
AN OLD UNIVERSITY MAX.
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~class  distinctions as your correspondent A
- " Universities” suggests, I should: VJ: n?if.?hd
like to know from what point the latter L
writes. FKrom the general tenor of his
bnlhant;eﬁ”nmﬂn, I should say certainly not
from a gentleman’s, The only single portion
* Ef elzlllmm l:“qgr a::titmt- I}tmntaﬂtq the fnﬁt that he
Amongst gentlemen is his nom ¢
plume ** Unlvarmpea’-gand the address N m'tlf: |
| terrace. ‘But no importance can he attached |
* to this when we consider that if ho e +
shoeblack he has still a rizht to his cognoinen, .
and would probably find ample scope for tlie
exercise of his vocation in the aristocratic |
precinets of North-terrace. If his hope of
- yaising himself in the world’s estimation is |

‘n_f _whit mmtuteu a 'tlama-.n'. - b
giving instruction Uq__th_ge:tiguaﬁté :fn E‘-IIE]I?, |
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him to seek distinction in some other line, as
in the one under notice he has proved himself
woefully deficient both in his ideas of a
gentleman and in his estimate of what he

calls manual-labour men, ents in
favour of ¢lass distinction are as hollow as his |
senti and I am confident that he will
find no o1 true gentleman in South Aus-
-trz;ha ' ‘his_opinions, Di:ga it
na ly 104 at because mechs are
more use ork than so-called

i

men that they ‘ find less difficulty in train-
ing and practising?” Does ‘‘ Universities”
know what fatigae means, and has a working
man so very much theadvantage over g’ﬁﬁnﬂe-
men when he comes home every day after
his eight, nine, or ten hours’ har wuni 9
Aund  again, are we to take unquestioned
our correspondent’s absurd statement that
‘bodily exercise would be injurious to the
brain power of the gentlemen? What then
becomes of the brain power of the mechanics?
Have they node? ls all the brain power
monopolized by the gentlemen? If it is true
that hard work injures the brain of a gentle- |
man, I should opine  that ** Universities”
has had shocking hard work in his time, and
that it has had a shocking effect' upon him,
Third, * Universities” assumes that ““con-
tinual rowing of gentlemen with methanics
would induce familiarity on the of the
latter which would be intolerable to the
former !”  Who is this man that talks in such
‘a strain? Surely he is a being so far above
we mundane mortals as to deserve a new
world, with sun, moon, and stars complete,
created especially for him, ‘
A%aini oes he really think that zentlemen
would *‘lose caste by rowing cheek by jowl
with a.mechanic?’ Gentlémen cricketers {
don’t appear to think it beneath their dignity
to play with mechanics. Your gentlemen
don’'t appear to be above buying with us,
selling with us, hobnobbing with us when
they require our very necessary votes at an
election, fichting in the ranks with us in the
defence of our country, and mixing with us
in other relations of society ; then why lose
caste by rowing withus? And I deny that
a mechanic 1s 1n any way below, in the social
scale,suchgentlemen (¥ as *“ Umiversities.” He
may possibly be the son of an M.L.C., but it
may be that it is only an accident of birth
that he isn’t a hangman, |
Space forbids me to enter more fully into
¢ Universities'” vagzaries, butl have no doubt
you have many, correspondents, both gentle-
men and mechanice, who will treat him to a
piece of their mind, the former to disavow
the sentiments put forth by their would-be
champion, and the latter to maintain the
dignity and self-respect which is the birth-
right of every honest man, be he mechame or
o 'EW.IE'EJ A . i

1 am, Si:r, &eo.. Wt
W. A. ROBINSON.
Chapel-stieet, Norwood, August 24, =~
[We have seceived letters to a like effect
from** Qarsman, ‘* Evolution,” and ** Repub-
lican,” whieh wa o not think it necessary
publish.—En.} . = .
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' of the Adelaide University, & large and br

on Thursday “W;M% ) C0






