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hensive view of them, and generally was
much valuable energy in the acquisiti
of trifles of knowledge, while the weightier
| matters are neglected. To such men an
evening college would be of very great
service; and we trust that steps will ere
long be taken to originate one in Adelaide. '

."

Professor Tate delivered the first of a
course of lectures on the Northern Terri
at the University on Tuesday evening, befors
alarge audience. The lecturer principally
contived his remorks to the ﬁistorr of
Noirthern Australin during the present cen-
tury.  The next lecture, which ii announced
to be given on July 4, and subsequent ones,
will deal exclusively with the scientific and
geological aspects of that portion of the
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THE NORTHERN TERRITORY.

The first of a series of three lectures on the
Northern Territory was delivered on Tuesday
evening, June 27, by Professor Tate, F.G.S.,
at the University, in the presence of a large
audience, over ﬁ ers being present,
Eefore comioencing mis lecture Professor
Tate called attention to the unsuitableness of
the library for purposes of lecturing, the
reverberation being greatly againste a
speaker being admtngwnnhlﬂ' heard. He

| commenced his leeture by alluding to the

| recent ministerial visit to the Northern

| Territory, through which considerable atten-
{ion was at the present time directed to
‘that portion of the province asa field for the |
capitalist. The council of the University,
thinking the occasion am opportune one, had
imposed on him (the lecturer) the duty of en-
lightening the South Australian public, as far
as it lay in his power, on the more scientific
aspects of the queafinns which would in all I
fmlgability soon occupy the attention of the

e

ture. When there were so many works

extant ex ly written on the Northern
Territory by writers such as Earl, Oppen,
Tenison Woods, Knight, and others, it might
seem presumptive on his part to deal with the
subject. His excuse was that excepting the
by Mr. Woods, all the works so far com-
piled consisted of what he might term an
array of disconnected faets; in fact, were mere

| 3 ﬁgmtteera of ﬁgeogmph . The Rev. J. E.
| T. Woeds, on the other . had sacceeded
- | in establishing the 1 of the
‘country upon an intelligible basis. had
not, however, had the advantage that the
lecturer had had of having seen the conatry,
and as he had occupied hi with the
whole of North Australia he had not treated
&ha South .:nuxtrahan pm;lidlon oi the w
Territory so detailed and par a
manner as would satisfy the demands of those
most concerned for the future of our nor-

thern ion. Moreover, eighteenyears had
elnreg since his mmpﬂaﬁm was ‘&uhmmd.
in thatperiod muchhad beenadded to our

stock of knowledge. It was not his intention
to recount the experience gained during his
brief sojourn in the Northern Territory, but
his object in that series of lectures was to
concrete and systematise the large store of
facts relating to the Northern Territory which
had been accumulating for the last eighty |
years. He wished to explain in what way |
interdependent ; in other
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the present o;zpouu

tunity to express hi&high*apt;om‘ ion of the

aciagiﬁu 1E‘il;::maarrit of that O product;un lfat
in question. ear, hear.)

e qto-mnpg his hearers’ atten-

' more particularly on the peninsular portion
'm.]ledpmmim Land. After tracing the

history of the Northern Territory and ex-

laining at some length the many surveys |
fhat hEd a't.ﬂ.’le.'aan plaaég from the time when |

Captain Flinders first explored it in

1801 down to the latest one in 1860 |
by Mr.u Goyder, the lecturer continued— |

Respecting the Northern Territory from a |

commerci int of view they knew that
since 1876 intléoreat in it had been at a low ebb.

However, the imposition 0f customs dufies |

and a tax on the export of gold, which came
into force about two years ago, and increased
revenues from other sources, resulted at the
end of the financial year of 1851 in a balance
for the first time in favor of the. Northern
Territory. The acceptance of large land

concessions by intending sugar planters and |
' others seemed to revive the languishing s

tate
in which all enterprises had gradually ﬁﬁllﬂn.
These facts determined the present Govern-
ment to ascertain the nature and extent of
the resources of the colony preparatory to
the adoption of a wise and energetic for

their development; hencetherecent visit ofthe |

Ministerinchargeof the affairsof the Northern
Territory to our northern possessions, In
the brief review of the results of explora-
tions he had endeavored to restrict himself to
the salient points, the better that they migh®

form some estimate of the amount charac-

wished to avail himself of t ‘

|

ter of the knowledge respecting the Northern
Territory that the public were possessed of. .

' The Northern Territory stood pre-eminent
' among the other portions of Australia as an |

' arena for geog ical and scientific explora-
' tion. There remained little to be done, except

as to details, which would be worked out as
settlement advanced ; but the know of
these details was not likely to affect the broad
gencralisations of the physical features and
natural history of the country deducible feom
thefactsthathad been accumulating for eighty

‘years, At the outset] he had stated that his

chief object in these lectures was to illustrate
the interdependency of certain phenomena—
in other words, to aseertain causes of

things. The physical, botanical, and zoolo- |

gical features of this portion of Australia, in

- conjunction with its geographical position,
¢ were so intimately connected with its geologi-
- cal structure that the subjects could not be
. separated without detriment fo each when
. treated in a general way. A correet know-
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ledge of all this must have an important bear-

ing upon the development of the natural re-
sources of the country. A caveful study of
these features in their relation one to another
would help them, in the absence of experi-
ence on a large scale, to form some estimate
of the nature and extent of its industrial
capabilities. Richness of soilalone would not
cnsure a good crop of wheat any more than
an abundance o would be an in-
dex of its capabilities for wool-growing
purposes, Conditions of success were
various, and, if they rightly understood them,
hasty and faulty judgments would be avoided,
The sandstone tableland was, he thought, the

most striking feature of Northern Australia, -

@

It was in fact the pidee ds resistance so to

of the No rn Territory, If i
= o i

of the tableland there were mountain

ranges it would *alter the character of
that portion of the province, and it was
mainly owing fo that matural
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that so little of the mineral vrga.lth of tuhz |

Northern Territory had been devsloped. The
lecturer then brought his first lecture to a
close, and was loudly applauded. The next

lecture was announced to take place on the

following Tuesday.

-






