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thereby made to our knowledge of the interior : and -
having disposed of the historical portion of his
subject, the lecturer proceeded to refer to the
| fiuctuating fortunes of the Northern Territory, |
and the object of the recent Ministerial
| trip to asce the real resources of the country and
the direction in which commercial enterprise might
succeed best. In closing, he said the Northern
Territory stood pre-eminent amongst the colonies of
Australia as a field for geological, natural history,
and botanical research; and in his next lecture
he proposed to deal in detail with those
{mtters. The physical, botanical, and geo-
ogi:al t:lharﬂ.cteri;aﬁics of @ cm;.}:}hw{ were in
correspondence wi its geographlcal ition, |
and a knowledge of these was necessary pi:snrdar J
that a properidea mifht be formed of its capabilities
- and the future development of its resources. He .
need hardly say that the richness of a soil did not
ensure & good crop any more than abundance of
| produced a good crop of wool; there must bhe
other conditions. ~ One of the most striking features |
about the Northern Territory was the sandstone .
tableland. This improved near the Ele.qEi but was
connected in character with the great sand desert in
the interior, and it was only because of itsproximity '
to the sea that there were redeeming features in it
near the coast. That tableland bad been explored
from various points, and some valuable knowledge -
of its nmature gained. The character of the table-
land medified certuin plienomena somewhat
abnormal for a tropical country. If = there
were a4 mountain range in place of it the
conditions would be, of course, different.
It was because of the sandstone tableland that the
climate of Arnheim's Land was somewhat execep-
tional.. Itwas because of that also that the mineral
wealth was restricted to a limited area. This ended
the first lecture, and Professor Tate took the oppor-
tunity- 6f 'expressing his thanks to the Minister in
charge ‘of Northern Territory affairs for choosing
him to accompany the expedition, and his grati-
tude -also to the Council of the University for
granting him the necessary permission to undertake
the trip, In refeérence to his lectures, he said he
would not invite discussion, but would be happg to
impart information if Tt&stinna were asked where
explanation was deemed necessary. Hearty applause
greeted the lecturer at the close of his discourse.,

e i

T

Levie J9% 1802

A WORKING MEN’S COLLEGE.

’ - The movement in favour of the esta-
blishment of a Working Men’s - College in
Melbourne is already in’ a fair way of
achieving success, as Mr. Ormond’s

'gqngus offer of £5,000 towards the

institution has, as was announced at the

enthusiastic meeting held on: Monday
n'ght at . the Town Hall, been Supple-

mented by contributions bfm Abis “to”
£1,700. )The new : F; ‘1o
probably have an in outs £

a vear : and as the teachim
wils.'l'Eaﬁlj be given in the fel ing,
Epeciﬂ-]iﬂtﬂ of ﬂblhty -..'E- '.l: _:'"!. 1be) -
duced to devote am Thouriorotwe at
night to the work of _the Obllege

for a . comparativ "’a 11 il o 1

I e " . .I-I‘ i
| ration, it s likely .=hat

good’ teaching staffe.willd Sbi§€ibrought
together. There will beé no Iack: of'e:
students to fill the new institution if ‘only’
moderate care be taken to prevent its
capaing’ n "sby Ty "hsiliadl, GG
Wﬂfkinlggr;ﬁn iﬂ%ﬁf?]’ﬁ&lﬂuﬂ 0 1y u*
ference with the free workings of hi§ T
bent of mind. He--likes to hawe T As

ahaping of hiﬂ ﬂh{ - st tﬁﬁﬁﬂf; 5]1 nx S




raaentu any appearance of authority in
‘what should be left entirely to his own
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| nounces that he will discourse on
| some wide subject, and his hearers
| come unprepared by careful reading
| OB, nihe ; particular points. which he

| ity such a8 Melbourne or Adelaide, who
. are anxious to improve their evenings by

_ Australia in proportion to the number of
 the population than it would be in Great

udge  Higgin remarks, = he'|

free will. There are many working men
whose reading even without the aid
of any 'evening college is most ex-
tensive. ~They have followed the
stream of history at warious portions
of its course; they have dived into the

- mysteries of chemistry and electricity,

and endeavoured to grasp the generaliza-
tions of mathematics. Yet in‘most cases
they are unable, for want of sympathetic
assistance, to connect together their
scraps'of knowledge in such a manner as
to give them coherence, and to correct by
one piece of information the prejudices or
misconceptions which have been generated
by another. It often happens that when
two such explorers in the realms of know- |
ledge come together they give to one
another a new -insight into the meaning
of various portions of their studies, by !
discussing and elucidating knotty points

and mutually imparting information. It

-

is on somewhat the same principle that a
Wﬁ?kmg Men’s. College should be or-
ganized. It should not be.a place for
working mien to belectured at. "It should
be a scheol in which their “studies will'
he directed, and their self-suggested en-

| quiries carefully answered. - The ordinary ,

conception of a working man’s lecture is-

-as far from  the correct one.as it could

‘well be, ~ Classes fof artisans should not
beconducted with any ‘other.idea .than
that''6f  directing their -reading and |
gnrrqstmg any misconceptions which they
may form. If a lecturer merely an-

ada.

1s about to elucidate, he only gives them
the most hazy and indefinite ideas on
what he is talking about. |
i anrking Men’s College is not neces- [
sarily to be defined as an institution ex- .
clusively devoted to the improvement of
persons engaged in manual labour, The

name- mexely implies that its classes will

all_be conducted’ it the evening, so
a8 t give an “opportunity-to those who
are engaged during the.day to attend the
lectures. Tt ig impossible to' say at any
given time how many there may be in a

devoting them to reading and...atudyr but 4
it is probable that if the experiment of -
bringing them together by auma‘mjeanahth
othen were fairly tried the number would
be very considerable—probably larger in

Britain. The main point, however, is to






