Withott™ wishing to” discuss” the de-
tails of the examination papers, which

Are always susceptible of diverse criti-.
cisis, we would wish at this point to
l.lIlﬂ]{E n.nuthgr uggutiun, We believe

where an exami and entire
't should bo passed whally at oue time,
ok b divided. Under the |

_bresent regulations, however, it is com- |
Petent for the student, if he meets the
requirements in point of age, to pass the
greater part of his compulsory subjects at
the junior examination, and be exempted |
from taking up the same subjects at the
watriculation. There are many and
obvious reasons why this should not be 80,
and we think that this provision would
be far better omitted. If the student still
retains his previous knowledge, there
1s no hardship in making him pass the '
same subjects again ; while, if he does
not still retain it, and has confined his
studies to the remaining subjects, in that
case 1t is improper to pass him for the |
matriculation. It is the object of many
candidates to merely cfam | for such
examinations, and a system of so dividing
the subjects affords a greater facility for
cramming. It is a good thing that the
junior examination is becoming more
popular, and the authorities of the
University are to be complimented upons
what they have done to promote this:
result ; but the matriculation test is of
primary importance in the early career of
a University. It is applied as the test
of a good school knowledge, and
1s the preliminary to entrance into
the legal and medical professions,
as, no doubt, before long it will be in other
vocations, It is, in fact, an impartial and
trustworthy gauge of a boy’s general know-
ledge. The widespread usefulness which
may attach to it is seen in Melbourne,
where 1t has raised the standard of educa-
tion in the colony and has led to a healthy
system of competition, and where the
intelligent boy as a matter of course com-
pletes his school career by passing the
matriculation. In England and elsewhere
its students have been conspicuously
successful, and the whole character of the
Melbourne University is one of wi le-
spread usefulness. On the other h:nd,
the difficulties to be surmounted at
entrance to our own University, which
make the examination far too advanced
for the boy leaving school, appear to
greatly limit its beneficial character. We
repeat that the intention is an excellent
aly, to preserve a high standard
Jniversity, but the question is
whether the entrance-test might not with
advantage be lowered considerably. It
seems to us that this would be a far better
arrangement, and that the University
would be fulfilling its purpose more
— offectually in this way than by bestowing

a very extensive education upon a mere
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[ THE UNIVERSITY EX AmNATI'ONs.‘?

TO THE EDITOR. ~
Sir—I appreciate the general tone of your
leading article in this morning’s Register
relative to the Adelaide University and its
examinations. In addition to the points in
relation to our University affairs which have |
recently comie inder public discussion, there
is one other matter which calls for attention.
I notice in the recent election of gentlemen
to fill the vacancies declared in the Council |
| that several of the gentlemen elected
no academical degree. It is quite true that
the five gentlemen elected had previously
occupied seats in the Council, but I wish to
ascertain’ upon what grounds gentlemen |
without degrees, and therefore not otherwise
members of the University, are preferred |
over members of the University? The pub-
lished list on the calendar shows that there |
are no less than cighty gentlemen possessed
of one or other of the academical degrees, '
But it seems to me anomalous that the
Council should comprise such a number of
pames without delgreea. Take the recent
election, for example. Itis intelligible enough
why Mr. C. Todd, who holds so high a"
tion in the world of learning, should have |
een elected, but why Sir Henry Ayers and
Mr. W. Everard were elected over such candi-
dates as Mr. Frederic Chapple, B.Se., and Dr.
Smith is a curious problem for cutsiders to
solve. If the defeated candidates in the
election had not been deemed the most suit-
able for positions in the Council, surely there
is ample scope for an exceNent selection
amongst the other members of the Senate.
By the series of propositions brought before
the Senate at its late meeting it is evident |
that Dr. Smith takes an active and acute
interest in the work of the University. Dr.
Smith is quite a stranger to e, and there-
fore I do not write with an geljannal interest
in that gentleman, but 1 do feel that the
public bave a right to know why lay gentle-
men are chosen for Usniversity Council pur-
poses over the heads of men of high degrees
1n the University world. It certainly looks
as if there was some clique influence
at wotk, or one is forced to the con-
clusion that men arée chosen for the
University Council, not for their learning,
but by reason of their money. I have been
told that it is next to a vain attempt to place
gentlemen on the University Council Board
‘unless they happen to be in the confidence of
a select few, Possibly, Sir, this has some-
thing to do with the unsatisfactory opera-
tions in several raaﬁcta of the University.
1t is very cult to su a remedy for
this, but I am afraid that the fact is the
whole University programme is virtually
wcerked by a very small number, and that
+ bitherto even the Senate is very lm&-ely an
outside body, very little in the confidence of
these few, npmi that more light will be
thrown upon this whole subject,
I am, Sir, &c., @ VINDEX. |
December 4. :
Would it not bave been the more chari-
table and the more reasonable view for our
correspondent to take that the fact of Sir
Henry Avers having been an office-bearer in
and lﬁr. i'lvemrd a member of, the Council of
the University from its foundation had more
to do with their re-election than the mere
circnmstance of their being wealthy men ?—






