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ABSTRACT.

The development of recreation plamnning in Australia
has been slow and uncertain, and there are still no clearly
articulated policies showing why publicly provided recreation
services should exist, what they might contain, or the
part they might play in helping Australian society into
the next century. Although public spending for recreation
is a large budget item at most levels of governmment there
has been no study into the political economy of leisure
and recreation in this country. This thesis is an attempt

to take the first steps towards redressing this situationm.

The first part of the thesis outlines some of the
important social parameters which help to govern
recreation behaviour. It then traces the development of
recreation planning in Australia and the unsophisticated
planning methods in current use, which contrast with the
recommended practices of leading writers in the field.
These are set against the policies and structures of
recreation planning in this country, and the general

lack of vision from politicians, bureaucrats, and academics

ix



alike. There are no clear cut objectives which stem from
a well articulated social and economic rationale for
recreation planning. Tunding and planning actions do not
necessarily reflect the rhetoric of the few vague policy
statements which do exist, and may indeed run counter to

them,

In the second half of this thesis, the provision of
swimming pools is examined in some detail as an example of
the problems noted above, The fact that there are few
policies or objectives governing recreation planning means
that the planning, location and distribution of pools has
received little thought and has often occurred on the
flimsiest planning evidence. A profile of the generic
term of swimming is developed to clarify the activities
which take place in swimming pools, and the implications
these have for planning, design and management. A case
study of pool provision in Adelaide and Melbourne is used
as an example, and research into backyard pools in the
South Australian local council area of Salisbury illustrates

the relationship between private and public use of pools.

The thesis concludes with a model for developing
recreation planning and planning strategles, and a list of

recommended further research.





