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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the social construction of ‘childhood’ in South Australia, between
the 1890s and the 1930s. While it focuses on the role of the state in this procvess, the thesis
draws heavily on oral narratives to analyse the complexity and cgn_'(r__adictorine'ss7 involved in
the construction of ‘childhood’ and its attendant discursive practices. More specifically, the

. thesis analyses the ways in which children’s play was postulated as the proper medium of
expression for children, becoming a central pedagogic device within which ‘the child’ was to be
re-constructed as an object of calculation and normalisation.

Informed by Foucauldian theory, and underpinned by socio/psycho-linguistic theory,
this thesis seeks to render ‘the state’ and ‘'the child’ problematics in ‘the history of education’
and ‘the history of childhood’ - indeed, the notion of ‘history’ is postulated as problematic, too.
Central to this thesis is the belief that ‘history’ is not universal or linear; there are many
beginnings, many possibilities and many ‘histories’.

This thesis poses the question of multiple subjectivities as a factor in social change. It is
argued that central to the production of images, discourses, social practices and construction,
and other ‘representations’ of meaning is an understanding of the ways in which ‘the child’ is
constructed and re-constructed within multiple subject positionings, at a given historical
moment. Networks of power/knowledge relations are analysed in various sites - ‘the home’ and
‘the family’; ‘the streets’ and ‘the community’; ‘the school’ and ‘the playground’; and ‘the
body’. As children’s culture is located along topographical grids of age, gender, class and race,
it is postulated that the notion of a ‘rational unified being’ is a materialist and metaphysical
myth. Through re-memorisation, the profound effect mythology has on lived experience is
traced.

The thesis concludes that the material, psychical and semiotic lives of children, their
cultural experiences, particularly their play practices, underwent massive transformation by
the end of the 1930s, in South Australia - and posits that such changes were frequently
contradictory and were implicated in vast governmental incursions into the sphere of familial

and personal relationships.
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INTRODUCTION

Play has been likened to everything but it has too rarely been viewed as a
theoretical resource for the study of itself. How Australian children play, either by
themselves or with other children, has been of interest to historians and students of
folklorel, but has, with one major exception, not been accompanied by detailed and specific
research into an historiography of children’s play practices since European settlement.2
While there has been a significant increase in recording the history of childhood in
Australia3 and in the reminiscences of childhood experiences4 it has been largely the
relationships between the chiidren, their parents, the school and the State that has been
studied. The centrality of play to the lives of children in the past remains either embedded
in layers of official sources and documents or, as often was the case, unseen and therefore
unrecorded.

Of interest then is that this lack of awareness of children’s daily play in the past,

particularly their unsupervised activities, has been accompanied this century by many

1 See, for example, Jean Duruz, Australian Child-Life 1890-1910. Unpublished B.A. thesis,
Sydney University, 1969. June Factor, 'Fragments of Children's Play in Colonial

Australia’ in Guy Featherstone (ed.) The Colonial Child, Melbourne, Royal Historical

Society of Victoria, 1981, pp.56-61. June Factor, All Right Vegemite!, Oxford
University Press, Melbourne, 1983. Ear Qut Brussell Sprout!, Oxford University Press,

Melbourne, 1983. Unreal. Banana Peel!, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1986. Real
Keen, Baked Bean, Hodder and Stoughton, Melbourne, 1989. Dorothy Howard, 'Ball-
Bouncing Customs and Rhymes in Australia’ in Midwest Folklore, Vol. IX No.2 1957, pp77-
87. Wendy Lowenstein, Shocking, Shocking, Shocking, The Improper Play-Rhymes of
Australian__Children, Melbourne, 1986, and lan Turner, June Factor and Wendy

Lowenstein, Cinderella Dressed i lla, Heinemann Educational Australia 1978 (Second
Edition).
2 The major exception is June Factor's i h h ildren’ lklore in

Australia, Penguin Books, Australia Ltd. 1988.

Aboriginal children's play is not encompassed in this thesis as it demands detailed
research in its own right. It is my belief that such a study is most fittingly ‘organised’ by
members of Aboriginal groups themselves. For a list of selected published and unpublished
material on Aboriginal children’s play lore, see J. Factor, Children's Folklore in
Australia; An Annotated Bibliography. Australian Children’s Folklore Publications,
Melbourne, 1986.

= See, in particular, Jan Kociumbas, Children and Society in N.S.W. and Victoria 1860-
1914. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis. University of Sydney, 1983.
4

An example of the genre is Margaret Barbalet's, Far From a Low Gutter Girl. The
Eorgotten World of State Wards. South Australia 1887-1940, Melbourne, 1983.



dire predictions, from both Australian and overseas writers, citing ‘changes’ in children's
play as evidence of the increasing standardisation of children’s lives. Paul Brewster, in
his book American Non-singing Games, wrote:

Supervized play has taken the place of the earlier spontaneous and hence
more enjoyable playing and has made participation in games a mechanical
performance, instead of the delight it once was and which it should be
still.5

As earlier British writer, Norman Douglas, stated:

One marvels at the stupidity of the social reformer who desires to close to
the children of the world of adventure, to take them from their birthright
of the streets, and coop them up in well regulated and uninspiring
playgrounds where under supervision of teachers, their imagination will
decline, their originality wither.6

Many similar statements could be quoted.” Recorded observations tend to be
illuminative however less for their understanding of the nature and characteristics ot
actual children’s play practices than for their ideological bias. They reveal much about
theoretical concepts of childhood, little about actual daily practice, and even less about
personal childhood experience. Consider the following observation:

It is perfectly true that the great majority of children are sadly deficient
in the personal charm of pleasing manners.... They are very excitable by
temperament and scamper to the doors, windows, fence or gate, at every
possible opportunity to cheer or yell. They love to watch processions,
funerals or a circus; crowd to football games, prize-fights, races or any
manner of sport at which those of tender years are allowed. They bet,
barrack and manifest for ‘their’ side, regardless of fair play or other
‘considerations’. Crowding the picture-shows, they scream, shout, and
fairly roar, hoot or clap in following the key-note sounded by the
audience.... A love for healthy sport is wholesome,... but an overdeveloped
love for pleasure and excitement is bad, very bad.8

Paul G. Brewster, American Non-Singing Games. Norman, Oklahoma, 1953, pxx.

8 Norman Douglas, London Street Games. London, 1931, p.xi.

4 For example, C. Deslisle Burns, Leisure in the Modern World. London, 1932, p.126, A
Gesell, The Child from Five to Ten. New York, 1946, p.363. H.C. Lehmann and P.A.
Witty, The Psychology of Play Activities. New York, 1927, p.225, and, H. Marshall,
'Children's Play, Games and Amusements’, in C. Murchison, (ed.) n of ild
Psychology. London, 1933 p.524.

8

Jessie Ackermann, Australia From a Woman's Point of View. Facsim, Ed., Melbourne.
Cassell and Co., Australia, 1981, p.80. Originally Published, London, Cassell and Co.,

1913.



Does one interpret this statement as important sociological evidence that children’s
lives at the turn of the century were unsupervised and unprotected and that later writers
could justifiably cite such source material as evidence that their lives increasingly became
standardised as adults involved themselves in the organisation and supervision of
children’s play? Or does one interpret Ackermann’s writing solely as an example of what
the ‘author’ considered to be appropriate and inappropriate childhood behaviour, a belief
which was coloured by prevailing ideological and pedagogical opinion. Investigation into the
past poses the constant dilemma of how to read the text, who is saying what to whom, and
why.

The primary concern of this thesis is an exploration of the social and governmental
structuring of children‘s play during the latter part of the nineteenth and early decades of
the twentieth century in South Australia. Analysis of the attempts to transform play
practices is located within wider attempts to restructure the ‘nature’ and the 'needs’ of
childhood and family life. Therefore, as relatively little can be known of actual childhood
play practices in the past, apart from re-memorisation, the thesis focuses initially on
attempting to understand the needs and characteristics of childhood play and its changing
nature by simultaneously discerning those adults and governmental organisations who
created and transmitted theories about ideal play patterns, examining the ‘motives’ for
cultural change, and, the memories of some of the ‘recipients’ of these technologies. (A
detailed analysis of the ‘process’ of memory reconstruction is contained in Chapter One.)

The period under study is somewhat arbitrary, as the focus of the thesis is not to be
defined by a strict chronology, but was selected due to its significance as a transition from
the nineteenth century to the ‘modern era’ of the early twentieth century, from a basically
pre-industrial, colonial Australian society to the late 1930s, which in itself heralded the
beginnings of a new style of consumerist culture associated with advanced industrial
capitalism. South Australia in the 1880s was experiencing deteriorating economic
conditions. Many parents limited the number of children in an effort to better meet the
medical and educative prescriptions for child-rearing, and various theories began to

circulate of how the family was a bulwark of morality and an important demographic



resource.?2 The economic depression of the 1890s stands as a climax for the expansion of
ideological advice throughout the century, increasing the challenge to the State of finding
methods to shelter and educate the children of the numerous poor, and opening an
unprecedented market for suggestions and initiatives from social theorists.10

The rise of militant unionism and fear of socialism was a further stimulus to
theories of how society might be welded into a classless whole with the family as its core.!1
During this decade, and its immediate aftermath, the Children's Protection Acts, the
Kindergarten Movement, the Child Study Organisations, the ‘new’ education and the infant
welfare movement were manifestations of the creation and transmission of ideology by
groups strongly committed to advising the State on how best to protect and ‘save’ the child,
and through it the existing structure of society.

The history of planned British settlement in South Australia dates from 1836.
Records available of childhood in the first decades of settlement suggest that because
children were an economic asset in pioneering economy, they often had little spare time to
play.12 Where they did have spare time they tended to use it, especially the boys, in
exploring the bush life and in adventures offered by the natural environment, rather than
in playing traditional games. Swimming, climbing trees, exploring, making shanghais,
fishing, hunting rabbits and possums were among some of the leisure activities.13  With

the consolidation of settlement, however, more regular opportunities arose for children to

£ For an overview as to how census statisticians' reports were used to make political
interventions see D. Deacon, 'Political Arithmetic : the Nineteenth Century Census and the
Construction of the Dependent Women' in SIGNS ; Journal of Women in Culture and Society.
Winter 1984.

10 See Brian Dickey, No Charity There, A Short History of Social Welfare in Australia.
Melbourne, Nelson, 1980.

1 See B. Cohen and B. Scull (eds.), Social Contro| and the State. New York, 1983, for a
collection of essays which detail ways in which this concept has been utilised.

e For a pertinent reminiscence see Robert Ross, 'Country Life in the later Nineteenth
Century' in South Australiana. Vol.xii, No.2, September 1973, pp.47-56.

13

See the recollections of Sir Joseph Verco 'A Colonial Boy-Hood, 1858-1867', in South
Australiana. Vol.xi, No.2, September, 1963. pp.61-100, for a sharply contrasting picture
of leisured urban boyhood.



play and develop formal games. Singing games and tagging games became an established
part of community picnics which were held from the earliest years. These picnics
increased in number and popularity in the latter years of the nineteenth century and
continued to grow in importance until after the First World War. Parlour games were in
abundance as a form of home recreation in the early years, although mainly restricted to
the homes of the affluent. During the last decade of the nineteenth century, the use of these
parlour games in Bible-class and church socials brought them to a much wider section of
the population.14

The most important place in which the children of the day learned their formal
games was the school playground. Since the proclamation of the colony, but more
particularly after the introduction of partially compulsory education in 1875, the school
became the most important centre for children’s play. Before the establishment of the
local school there was seldom a general community centre, particularly in the rural areas,
where all the children could and did play regularly. With the compulsion of school
attendance, children were regularly brought into an environment conducive to common
play.15 In such circumstances play, particularly games, proliferated. The period
between 1880 and 1900, according to collected data, would appear to have been the zenith
of traditional games in South Australia. Playground games were managed entirely by the
children themselves, there was no adult organisation of play and little playground
supervision. The greater part of the children’s play equipment was made by themselves.
Older children played at games which now are played, if at all, only by younger children -

for example, Horses, Marbles, Tops, Singing games and Hoops.16 Secluded from the boys

. See William Kelly, '‘Biographical Reminiscences of the Kelly Family' unpublished memoirs,

p.12. This manuscript is held in the Mortlock Library of South Australiana and focuses on
the period from the 1850's to World War 1.

18 This is not to suggest that school loomed large in the lives of all South Australian children

in the nineteenth century. See, for example, lan Davey, 'Growing up in South Australia:" in
Eric Richards (ed.) The Flinders History of South Australia. Social History. Wakefield,
1986, and Kerry Wimshurst, 'Street Children and School Attendance in South Australia,
1886-1915'. Unpublished M.Ed. Thesis, Flinders University, 1979.

16 See Verco, 'A Colonial Boy-hood', pp.69-71, for a description of the way in which he

played many of these games.



the girls played games such as Knucklebones, Cat's Cradle, as well as singing games.17
Organised sports competitions between schools was to come much later, changing forever
the concept and symbolism of a leisured class.18

Between 1900 and 1920 there was an increase in playground supervision and
teacher coaching of children in organised sports, with the result that there was a decrease
in the number of rougher games, such as Buck-Buck, and practices of earlier years. Many
boisterous running games of boys were subsumed in football and cricket practice.'® This
period also witnessed a heightening of activities for girls and the beginnings of the
widespread commercial influence upon children’s play which was to have so much
importance after the First World War. The playground of these years saw also the
introduction and growth of swapping games, scrapbooks, transfers, prick books, post
cards, and pastimes derived from an interest in the children’s columns of the weekly
journals. Such informal activities acted as a taming force of the playground. They also
reflected the increasing introduction into the playground of games which were of a quieter
nature, and, as such, they represented the first steps in the transference of children's play
interests from the world of their own play objects to a world of play objects contrived by
adults, partly out of a realisation of the perceived needs of children and partly for
commercial purposes.

From 1920 onwards the enormous influence of the toy business on children’s free
activities, the great importance attributed to organised sports and recreation for children,
and the urban structure of the ‘modern’ world, led to changes - or the demise - of a great
many of the traditional games. At the age of eleven or twelve children became increasingly
channelled into organised sports, whereas in previous decades children in this age group

had maintained the more complex traditional games. This is not to suggest that spontaneous

17 For a collection of gender specific games of the era see Turner, Factor and Lowenstein,
inderella Dr i lla.
18 See John Daly, 'Play and Display. A study of the sporting behaviour of a colonial upper
class.!, in Journal of the Historical Society of South Australia. No. 5, 1978. pp.3-18.
19

According to reminiscences, many of these rougher games continued to be played beyond
the supervision of adults. This is discussed more fully later in the thesis.



play amongst these older children ceased; rather, more time was spent playing their own
unorganised variations of the major sports than playing the sports themselves. New games
seldom arose from such play. From the nineteen twenties onwards younger children
assumed the mantle of maintaining the older traditional games which had been played by
their predecessors.20 This was particularly true of the girls, who now had a much greater
freedom to play than young girls had in the nineteenth century.

Whereas Horses, Tops, Hoops and Marbles were played in the eighteen-nineties by
twelve-year-old children, only the very young of the nineteen-twenties onwards continued
to do so. Play objects and toys became more numerous but, on the whole, were of a more
artificial, commercial nature. The construction of home-made play objects, such as bows
and arrows, pea-shooters, whips, catapults, and kites continued to take place but by the
under-ten years old bracket. Singing games also passed down the age-scale to girls of
seven, eight and nine years. The play object of the ‘modern’ era playground became the
ball. With its various shapes and sizes it replaced most other play objects used in
unorganised games. Sutton-Smith contrasted the static qualities of stagknives,
pocketknives, knucklebones, marbles et al. with the swiftness and motility of the ball and
evaluated this as an index of the increase in playground speed over the passing of time.21 A
similar observation could equally be made about the swiftness the post twenties Australian
playground exhibited in relation to its predecessor. Just as the passing of time affected the
speed of the playground so it affected the ‘seasons’ of playground game playing. In the
earlier periods the seasonal boundaries within any one school were relatively rigid.
However this was a state of affairs which could continue only so long as the children’s
playgroup was always the arbiter of its own play destiny, as was the case when its play

objects were chiefly of its own manufacture and its play occasions under its own control.

20 Other overseas writers have commented that, with the passing of time, different kinds of
games have 'passed down' to younger children than those who played in previous decades.
See particularly, Brian Sutton-Smith, Th ames of New Zealand _Children. University of
California Press, 1959, and, Philippe Ariés, nturies of Childhood : ocial History of
Family Life. Trans R. Baldick. London, Jonathon Cape. 1962. First published as L'enfant
la vieu familial L'anci .
21

Sutton-Smith, The Games of New Zealand Children. p.5.



Children’s play habits became increasingly subject to the recurrent and unpredictable
stimulation of novel play objects entering the toy market. The old seasons have been
further disrupted by the fickleness of supply and demand in the economy of the twentieth
century. Additionally, the children’s world of play came under increasing adult scrutiny
within educational, psychological, and commercial interests, resulting in their play world
being influenced by ‘laws’ other than those narrowly conservative peer-group laws which
previously dominated it. Adult imposed structures co-existed, not always happily, with
the structures that children created for themselves.

The core argument of the thesis is therefore somewhat complex in that it deals with
the broad mix of economic, social and cultural changes which took place in the structure of
children’s play patterns from the eighteen-nineties to late nineteen-thirties. It is not the
purpose of this study to merely confine itself to an identification of the ideclogy makers and
child ‘savers’ involved in this restructuring of the nature and needs of children’s play. It
is recognised that in order to assess how and why children experienced a wide range of
changing notions about their play behaviour it is necessary to understand the motives of
those adults who came to look upon structural changes to children's play as essential
elements of modern nurturing. It is also proposed that essential to such an assessment are
accounts of how children saw and experienced the structure of their own lives in
relationship to their play, within such settings as the home, the schoolyard, the
playground, the neighbourhood, the beach, the bush, and other locations.22 Of immense
interest also is an evaluation of the ways their play experiences differed according to
gender, age, class, and ethnicity, as well as between the country and the city.

Many writers have contended that play as a recognised form of human behaviour, is
of comparatively recent origin just as childhood is a novel concept. Ariés, through a study
of themes of childhood as depicted in sculpture and portraiture of the Middle Ages,
concluded that the discovery of childhood began in the thirteenth century but that the

evidence of its development became more plentiful and significant from the end of the

22 A rationale of the use of oral evidence in this thesis in addition to traditional historical

sources is outlined in Chapter one of the thesis along with a discussion of some of the
problems oral history poses.



sixteenth and throughout the seventeenth centuries.23 Giotto, Durer, Briieghel and other
painters of the Middle Ages ‘reveal’ that the conceptual category of ‘child’ was not invented
until roughly the fourteenth century, for prior to that even anatomists’ drawings of the
period tended to show homonculi in uterus; that is the human male sperm was considered to
contain hundreds of tiny, facsimiles of the adult which when implanted in the female grew
into the ‘typical little old men’ of medieval times which is how such paintings typically
depicted children. As the social entity ‘child’ has been depicted this century as an artefact
of an historical process so, too, was the social entity ‘child’'s play’.24

Such writings pose problems in that they fail to prove that the concept ‘child’ and
‘child’s play’ did not exist prior to the rise of capitalism and that when the concept of
‘childhood’ is analysed it does not make any substantial distinctions between children and
their play behaviour on the basis of class, gender, age, or urban-rural situation; nor do
writers of this genre relate changes in child-rearing practices to changing modes of
production or changing technology. As well, these writings do not give explicit recognition
to a universal premise that children throughout the ages have needs which render them
different from, and dependent upon, adults. It is the way in which these needs are
discerned, defined and met, and the age at which these various needs and processes are
defined and undertaken, which must be examined if one is to evaluate structural changes
over time periods. It is crucial to identify and explain changing attitudes to children and
interpretation of their play needs, rather than merely describe the process.

While it appears to be indisputable that one effect of the growth and secularisation
of child-saving that occurred in the late nineteenth century was to increase forms of social
control which kept the poor (and the rich) in their respective places,25 to posit a

conscious and conspiratorial motive on the part of the theorists and child-savers is to

23 Philippe Ariés, Centuries of Childhood. For a pertinent critique of Ariés see Linda Pollock,
Eorgotten Children : Parent-Child Belationships from 1500 to 1900, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, 1983.

24 For research into this concept see G. Stone and A. Faberman, (eds.) Socjal Psychology
through Symbolic Interaction. Lexington, Mass. Xerox College Publishing, 1970.

25

See A. Platt, The Child Savers, The Invention of Delinguency, Chicago, 1969, and, A.P.
Donajgrodoski (ed.), Social Control in Nineteenth Century Britain. London, 1977.
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impute to them a causative action many of them would have denied. In an effort to evaluate
structural changes to children’s play in the past, this study draws critically on the theory
of the rise of a professional-managerial ‘class’ in late nineteenth-century western society
in order to understand the question of a relationship between motive for social change in
childhood play structures and the process by which that ideology underwent change during
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Theorists26 have proposed that there
arose an identifiable, separate stratum within the ‘older’ bourgeoisie who, although from a
wide range of occupations and remuneration, was united by a common education background
and life-style, and a common lack of inherited power and wealth. Occupation was not found
as employers or labourers but within the expanding area of salaried professionals as
teachers, architects, engineers, statisticians and in public and private health. Within
their individual professions, they were characterised by a search for autonomy from
outside interference and control over methods of recruitment of new members, which was
usually made conditional upon lengthy training.

This successful isolation from observability and evaluation, and limited proletariat
membership, enabled the emerging professional groups to inflate their expertise in such a
way as to enhance their social and financial status by presenting the undeniable and
growing body of scientific knowledge, to which they alone had access, as indispensable to
the ruling class in dealing with problems of class conflict and moral decline which were
perceived to be threatening the status quo.

During the late nineteenth century it became apparent that as those groups which
were beginning to guide the mother and the charitable organisations in the theory and
practice of child socialisation, that is, the teachers, doctors, journalists and writers, and
later the academics, were members of the professional-managerial ‘class’, and as such

could be expected to adopt such definitions of childhood and play as would help to legitimise

28 See particularly Barbara and John Ehrenreich. 'The Professional-Managerial Class' in

Badical America. Vol.11, No.2, March-April 1971. pp.7-31.
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their preoccupations with professional freedom, status and authority.27 Such definitions
were related less to the needs of the child than to themselves and their own class formation.

This study contends that emerging professional groups did not define childhood and
the need to play solely in a manner which related to their own class formation needs but
operated on a premise that the discovery and application of humane and scientific laws
would constitute a new and effective source of remedies for social problems. This belief in,
and appeal to, scientific knowledge brought a new and special intensity to their
construction of the rights and welfare of the young, and distinguished it from that of the
philanthropists, whose interventions on behalf of the child had been based on a very
different foundation, even though it was itself beginning to be influenced by science. The
scientific theorists claimed to be able to offer a just and humanitarian modification of
capitalism, combined with elements of scientific objectivity in their growing fund of
knowledge to speed up acceptance of their views. Certain knowledge, as evidenced by the
effective and subtle socialisation techniques in the case of teachers, in relation to
children’s play patterns, helped to secure for these groups the special position of trust in
society which they sought, and which in turn assured that their moral and cultural values
became entrenched as objective ‘social science.’28

The thesis traces the way in which, by their stated purpose of removing the more
blatant injustices of childhood under capitalism and making the school and home life of
every child - particularly their leisure time - conform to approved norms (said to
transcend class) the professionals were able to be seen to be proceeding towards defusion of
class issues and promoting the idea of the justice of meritocracy. Unprecedented claims
could now be made for what might be achieved for society and race simply by focusing on
the child and her or his play behaviour. Provided the State followed the advice of the
professional experts and helped school and family to meet the needs of the impressionable

and invaluable young, change in the broader structure of society was unnecessary.

el See Peter Spearitt, 'The Kinder Movement. Tradition and Change' in D.E. Edgar, (ed.),

Social Change in Australia, Readings in Sociology. Melbourne, 1974.

28 For an overview of this utilisation of 'social science' see J.F. Cleverley and D.C. Phillips,

Erom Locke to Spock. Melbourne, 1976.



12

Simultaneously, the professionals were ensuring the perpetuation of the existing system
and improving their own position in it.

It is within this framework that the prescriptive and descriptive source material
utilised in this thesis is examined. As much of the published literary evidence is obviously
related to the activities of the professional-managerial ‘class’, deriving from their
attempts to establish their authority on child nature and needs, there is little description
given of how the children actually played (when, and with whom) but there is a great deal
of pedagogic prescription. The descriptive personal literary evidence from the period is
also to be considered within the professional pedagogic prescription prevailing at the time
of the writer's written act.29 It is unlikely that any of these writings were unaware of,
or uninfluenced by professional theory, and in some cases the writers were professional
theorists or followers of them.30 Therefore, it is logical to assume, as Kociumbas has
suggested,31 that the kinds of experiences which were selected as noteworthy or as
characteristic of childhood play, and the ideological colouring these accounts contained,
were determined by prevailing professional theory. As such, these ‘testimonies’, while
revealing all too little about the play of children, constitute a key means of assessing the
influence of the makers of childhood ideology and observing the process of entrenchment of
their ideas across time.

Children’s play in the past, their games, songs, rhymes, toys, and oral traditions,
is all too readily evaluated in the context of the present. Contemporary writers, when
writing of play patterns in earlier times, tend to give emphasis to those aspects of
children's play activities which are of importance in modern play theory, reifying the

application of modern psychological techniques as universals, irrespective of time and

29 See Jan Kociumbas, 'Childhood History as Ideology’, in Labour History, No.47, 1984,
pp.1-17.

30 . . . .
See in particular Rosa Praed, My_Australian Girlhood. London, 1902.

31

Kociumbas, 'Childhood History as Ideology'.
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place.32 This largely evades and/or excludes attempts to explain the origins of late
nineteenth and early twentieth century socialisation ideals of children’s play, and ignores
why these prevailing influences, which led to changes in play behaviour, have also changed
over time. Such an approach offers little scope for an exploration and explanation of why
children’'s play activities increasingly came under the social microscope and why an
attendant industry of play apparatus, not to mention play therapists, play psychologists,
and other professionals, was spawned as being universally essential to children’s needs and
nature.

Although the thesis, in later chapters, discusses the phenomenon of play and play
forms at great length, it is appropriate to advance a ‘working definition of play’ in order to
explore some of its dimensions, and, in order to define the primary conceptual framework
of this study. Huizinga, in formulating his now classic definition of play, concluded:

Summing up the formal characteristics of play we might call it a free

activity standing quite consciously outside ‘ordinary’ life as being ‘not

serious’, but at the same time absorbing the player intensely and utterly.

It is an activity connected with no material interest, and no profit can be

gained by it. It proceeds within its own proper boundaries of time and

space according to fixed rules and in an orderly manner....33

This is, arguably the pivotal definition of the genre, yet paradoxically it is the
definition which gave rise to heated debate amongst social scientists. Key words and
phrases such as, ‘not serious’, ‘no material interests’, ‘no profit’, and ‘according to fixed
rules’, formed the bases for many assumptions about play which are presently accepted as

‘givens’. The problems of seriousness and productivity were much written about and

debated,34 while the other attributes of Huizinga's definition of play, that of ‘absorbing

32 See in particular Alyce Taylor Cheska (ed.), Play as Context. 1979. Proceedings of The

Association for the Anthropological Study of Play. Leisure Press, N.Y. 1981, David F.
Lancy and B. Allan Tindall (eds.), The Study of Play : Problems and Prospects. Leisure
Press, N.Y., 1977, Michael A. Salter, Play ; Anthropological Perspectives. Leisure Press,
N.Y., 1978, Philippe Stevens Jr. Studies in the Anthropolo f Play : Papers in Memor

of B. Allan Tindall. N.Y. 1977, and, Helen B. Schwartzman, (ed.), Play and Culture. N.Y,,
1980.

83 Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens : A Study of the Play Elements in Culture. Boston, 1950,

p.13.

Gt In particular, see the works of Mihaly Csikszentimhaly, Elow : Studies of Enjoyment.

Chicago, PHS Research, 1974, 'Play and Intrinsic Rewards.' in Journal of Humanistic
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the player intensely and utterly’, (the experimental aspect) has been largely ignored.
Contemporary writings on play are mired in the assumption of a sharp dichotomy, between
the two poles of ‘play’ and ‘work’. It is often from this false dichotomy that attempts to
recover children’s play in the past are made; attempts which fail to recognise that play is
activity, motor or imaginative, in which the centre of interest is process rather than goal.
This is not to negate the presence of goals which do exist in play, but to suggest that these
are of less importance in themselves than as embodiments of the processes involved in
attaining them. Children themselves, past or present, hold the key to the answer to which
is more important - the act of creating, that is the performance itself, or what is created.

Within this framework of study the generalist perspective of human play, as
defined by Norbeck, is proposed. That is, play is:

...voluntary pleasurable behaviour that is separated in time from other

activities and that has a quality of make-believe. Play thus transcends

ordinary behaviour. Human play ... is conditioned by learned attitudes and

values.... It is moulded by culture, consciously and unconsciously.35

Play is a multi-dimensional phenomenon which encompasses a variety of cultural
activities ranging from solitary, or individual, play, to games, theatrical presentations,
mimicry, and a variety of other expressive behaviour. Games constitute one of the most
visible aspects of play, hence it is one of the more thoroughly studied aspects of play.
Games are present in some form in all cultures. A game, as opposed to other activities of
play, has been characterised by Roberts, Arth, and Bush as: (1) organised play, (2)
competition, (3) two or more sides, (4) criteria for determining a winner, and (5)
agreed upon rules.36 In the twentieth century sporting events and activities are best

regarded as specific types of games.

Psychology. Vol.15, No.3, 1975. pp.41-63. Beyond Boredom and Anxiety. San
Francisco, 1975. 'What Play Says About Behaviour', in Ontario Psychologist. Vol.8,
No.2, 1976. pp.5-11, and 'Intrinsic Rewards and Emergent Motivation' in D. Greske and M.
Leffer, (eds.), The Hidden Costs of Reward. N.Y. Erebaum 1978. Chapter 2.

=8 Edward Norbeck, 'Man at Play' in Natural History. Special Supplement, December , 1971.
pp.48-53.
34 John M. Roberts, Malcolm J. Arth and Robert R. Bush, 'Games in Culture' in American

Anthropologist. Vol.61, No.4. 1859.
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But it is not the intent of this thesis to add to the plethora of definitions of play that
abound in the literature of the genre. This study is undertaken solely because play has
rarely been studied for its own sake, as a behavioural phenomenon with unique
characteristics of its own, independent of what it reveals about philogenetic, social,
affective, or cognitive adaptation. Play has been used as a means for studying other
behaviours, but rarely has it been the direct focus of attention. It is precisely because
children's play came to be viewed specifically as a means for regulating the behaviour of
children in ‘the way they ought to go’, as well as a means to regulate the relations between
class, gender, age groups, and urban-rural groups, that the phenomenon of children’s play
received increasing attention at the turn of this century. Such interest was not
experientially based. The principles and the habits of the Australian population, including
the children, came under increasing scrutiny, as did the modes of control.

The notion of ‘children’s play was/is enmeshed within the problematic of the
notions of ‘child’ and ‘childhood’. The positioning of these constructs have undergone major
changes from the nineteenth to the twentieth centuries. So much so, that many
contemporary theorists view the notion of ‘child’ g priori, which obscures or elides the
conditions of origin of ‘the child' as an historical and philosophical construction - a ‘child’
whose development was defined in relation to a universal norm.

‘The child’, as sign, in nineteenth century discourse was positioned in relations of
similarity and difference with/to other signs of ‘work’ and ‘labour’ and of ‘child rescue’.
In the twentieth century, ‘the child' as sign came to be mapped and defined in relation to
similarity or difference with other signs such as ‘work' and ‘play’, ‘activity’, and
‘experience’, and this sign was read within, and subjected to, the discourse of ‘schooling’
and ‘the classroom’. 'The child’ as an object of adult gaze was to be relocated along a
topographical grid of moral superintendence which would incorporate the historically
changing positions of younger and older people, of ‘girls’ and ‘boys’ and of class relations.
As such, it is necessary to explore the social meanings attached to ‘child’ and ‘childhood’
and to trace how they are calibrated and altered over ‘time’ in relation to each other. In
tracing the changes to children’s play practices one is simultaneously tracing the changes

to the signification of ‘child'.
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In the twentieth century, ‘the child’ as sign was situated within a formal juridical
framework of laws and regulations - juvenile justice, child protection and custody laws,
school attendance laws and military, political and economic ‘qualifications’ and
‘disqualifications’. Simultaneously, ‘the child’ as sign was posited within a vast range of
‘natural’ processes of biological and psychological development. Plotted on to the ‘natural’
grid of ‘childhood’, and overlayed with the insertion of the juridical, the emotional,
physical, sexual and educational development of ‘the child’ could be observed, monitored
and re-formed in his/her own self-interest.

The ‘culture of childhood’, in the early twentieth century, is positioned as a
figuring of a ‘natural’ rites de passage towards adulthood, which involved a re-alignment
of the network of power relations operating in and through families - what Zelizer
referred to as a shift from the economically useful child to the economically useless but
emotionally priceless one.37 Yet, neither ‘childhood’ nor ‘the child' is a self-evident,
unitary or unproblematic entity. It involves multiple states of be-ing - a point discussed
at length in the body of the thesis.

This leads to the next set of intellectual concerns from which this thesis draws, a
complex area of social theory referring to the administration of children’s social life under
advanced industrial capitalism and the role of children’s play, both supervised and
unsupervised, therein. For the purpose of this introductory section an outline only of this
composite theoretical framework will suffice, as the body of the thesis discusses in detail,
draws upon, and develops the specific socio-cultural theoretical issues of language, power,
knowledge and subjectivity which underpin this framework.38 Extrapolation also occurs

in the concluding section.

37 V.A. Zelizer Pricing the Priceless Child : The Changing Social Value of Children. N.Y,
Basic Books, 1985. Her comment that ‘While the economically useful child was legally
‘owned’ by the father, the ‘priceless’ child is considered the mother's sentimental asset’.
pp.159-160, is of interest to the dichotemisation of ‘public’/private’ spheres which is
discussed later in the thesis.

38 The work of Michel Foucault on the analysis of discourse in modern societies and, in
particular, his concern with language, knowledge and power and subjectivity; 'traditional'
Marxist theoretical concerns with 'class’, 'ideology’ and 'consciousness'; the Frankfurt
School of German Western Marxism (a term coined by Merleau-Ponti in the post-war
period and is defined most often as a response to the theoretical limitations of Leninism
and the Social Democracy of the Second International). Its origins go back to Georg Lukacs
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From these distinct traditions, of language, power, knowledge and subjectivity, this
thesis attempts to offer a way of reading the intervention of the State in many areas of
social life, highlighting the mode in which the play of children became both a target and an
instrument of power as a consequence of changes in the relations between adults and
children, parents and educators, and in the intensity of internal familial relationships.

Within Australian historical developments it can be argued that a power over
children’s play was established which was indissociable from other discourses which were
its corollary, discourses which constructed ‘normal’ childhood behaviour and which, in
turn, provided a number of appropriate positions from which such control and power
might be directly exercised. The work of Gramsci and the conception of hegemony is of
import to this thesis as it is within his work that an analysis of politics and power, freed
from the limitations of economism and determination-in-the-final instance, was begun. |t
has been generally accepted that economism or economic reductionist theories of politics
and power constituted the central target of Gramsci’s work. He directly addressed the
problem of politics, not by reducing the phenomena of power and politics solely to the form
of the State, and thence to the economy or the economic level, but rather through the
introduction of a positive conception of civil society, which is constituted as the mediating
moment between the economic structure and the coercive form of the State.

The key concept in Gramsci's analysis of civil society is that of hegemony. The
concept addresses not only the subtlety, complexity, durability, and apparent acceptability
of bourgeois class rule in Western Europe, but in addition indicates that the political
strategy of the subordinate classes must begin, with the transformation of civil society,
with the ideological struggle. Gramsci's concept of hegemony refers to the process of
intellectual and moral leadership throughout which consent is achieved or won and it

includes, as Bobbio has noted:

and Antonio Gramsci, but its chief manifestations were the work of the Frankfurt School
in Germany and the existential Marxists in France after World War Il with its attendant
shift of critical theory away from the means and relations of production towards issues of
everyday life and culture; and, feminist social theory, which addresses specific areas of
marginalisation in contemporary society. These share, although from quite different
perspectives, theoretical interests in the changing pattern of domination in modern
society and the increasingly subtle forms of control of the individual.
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...both the moment of political leadership and the moment of cultural

leadership. Therefore it embraces, as its own bearers, not only the party

but all other institutions of civil society (in Gramsci's meaning of the

term) which have some connection with the elaboration and diffusion of

culture.39

Hegemony is exercised, or consent is won, by means of and through a network of
cultural institutions including schools, churches, the media, trades, unions, political
associations and parties.40

Two significant aspects of Gramsci’s work then are first, the beginnings of non-
reductionist analysis of power and politics, and, second, a conceptualisation of these
phenomena in terms other than the form of the State as a political-juridical organisation.
In his work there seems to be a shift of emphasis from a conception of the institutional
location of power in the form of the State to the conception of the ideological moment, where
hegemony is achieved, or as Bobbio has formulated it, ‘institutions are displaced by
ideologies as the primary moment of history’.41 Gramsci's conception of power, exercised
at all levels of society rather than being localised in the repressive State apparatus, is not
unlike the strategic conception of power developed in the work of Foucault. The theory of
hegemony was meant to account for the active role of ideology and politics (the
superstructure) in the class structure. Gramsci argued that, under capitalism, political
domination is separate from economic exploitation. Unlike the feudal system, bourgeois
civil society prescribes different locations for work and for force or coercion. The workers
are not subject to the political will of the bourgeoisie in the way that the peasants were to
that of nobility. Capitalism, according to Gramsci, asserts the hegemony or domination of
the bourgeoisie through the mediations of politics and ideology. Ideology, then, is viewed as

one aspect of the human production of culture, a process, according to Johnson, of creating

systems of meaning with which to make sense of and act upon the material condition of

S N. Bobbio, ‘Gramsci and the Conception of Civil Society’, in C. Mouffe (ed.) Gramsci and
Marxist Theory. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p.40.
40

For elaboration, see Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks. (ed.) Q.
Hoare and G. Nowell Smith. London, Lawrence and Wishart. 1976, pp.55-60.

41 Bobbio, 'Gramsci and the Conception of Civil Society', pp.35-36.
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existence.42 Ideology does not function in a simple manner of imposition upon the
individual, but is continually created and re-created by its participants through their
becoming the subjects in ideology, a representation of reality, which assumes that they are
already its subjects. Thus, ideologies concerning children as being innocent and in need of
‘proper’ direction addresses them as already constituted subjects, innocent and
directionless, thereby reinforcing and recreating a social system in which this is how
children are primarily defined. Gramsci's frequent reference to "Ethno-political
hegemony" indicates the breadth of hegemony; the hegemony of the ruling block is seen not
simply at the political level, but as affecting every aspect of social life and thought.
Gramsci, therefore, examined ideology at its ‘'lower levels’ as the accumulation of popular
‘knowledges’ and the means of dealing with everyday life - what he termed ‘common sense’.

Within the context of South Australia, in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, the attempts by Gramsci's equivalent of the ‘organic intellectuals’, the emergent
‘professional-managerial class’, to produce ideologies of children’s play on behalf of
themselves and the dominant class which led to the ‘national task’ of the transformation of
children’s play behaviour can be ‘read’ as an attempt to produce cultural and capitalist
hegemony. What is not so easy to ‘read’ is how children reacted to these forces to colonise
their play and whether or not alternative ideologies and cultures arose from their
resistances.

The logic of technical reason and the role of the emergent ‘professional-managerial’
groups in disseminating technocratic consciousness into the margins of daily life was a
particular concern of the Frankfurt School43 whose members were variously interested in

the nexus of relationships between the individual, the family, and the wider society. Apart

42 R. Johnson, 'Histories of Culture/theories of ideology : notes on an impasse’, in Michelle
Barrett, et al., (eds.), |deolo and Cultur roduction. London, Croom Helm, 1979,
pp.49-77.

43 For an overview of the works of the Frankfurt School see The Frankfurt Institute for
Social Research, Aspects of Sociology. Trans John Viertel. G.B., Heinemann. 1973,
Robert Wuthnow, et al,, Cultural Analysis. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul. 1984,
particularly Chapter 5, Martin Jay, The Dialectical |magination : A History of the
Frankfurt School and the Institute of Social Research. 1923-1950. Boston : Little, Brown

and Co., 1973 and David Held, [ntroduction to Critical Thinking : Horkheimer to Habermas.
Berkley. University of California Press, 1980.
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from Habermas, who is concerned with the epistemological value of the therapeutic
experience, the themes treated by the Frankfurt School are similar, although there are
important differences in emphasis.

Generally, they applaud psychoanalysis for providing a mediation between the
understanding of the individual and society. The contention was that Freudian categories led
to an appreciation of the significance of the superstructure - consciousness, ideology and
sexuality. According to Adorno, psychoanalysis explains - as Marxism cannot - regression
in history, best exemplified by German fascism, but also by the infantile longings elicited
by the culture industry.44 However, the central theme in the Frankfurt School's use of
psychoanalysis is the notion of sexual repression. Marcuse and others expand the Marxist
critique of capitalist political economy with the Freudian critique of bourgeois libidinal
economy. In Eros and Civilisation, Marcuse translates Freudian categories into a Marxist
lexicon. Thus the reality principle becomes the performance principle and the parallel
with Marx's surplus value is Freudian surplus repression. The critical value of
psychoanalysis is added to historical materialism, wherein capitalism is producing
individuals who are less able to resist external authority.

Habermas explored further this perceived inability to resist external authority and
sought to explain it in terms of the expansion of the ‘technocratic consciousness’, wherein
the dominant ideology worshipped at the totem pole of science, as technological solutions to
social problems were posited on the basis of a specific form of reason, instrumental
rationality. The advent of the ‘experts’, the ‘helping professions’, continued the alienation
and domination process of the individual whilst simultaneously oppressing social
relationships. The family was perceived to have been irretrievably damaged, left in its
weakened state to depend on the ‘expert’. Although Foucault's interpretation of
psychoanalysis appears in a different register to that of Habermas, (given that he
maintains that bourgeois culture does not repress sexuality, as through the spread of

discourses on sex, including psychoanalysis, forms of sex practices are created), there is a

. See Theodor Adorno, 'On the Fetish Character in Music and the Regression of Listening', in

Andrew Arato and Eike Gebhardt (eds.) The Essential Frankfurt School Reader. New York,
Urizen, 1978, pp.270-299.
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shared concern, along with Jacques Donzelot, of the increasing interventions of medical
practitioners, psychiatrists and social workers who attempted to normalise individuals
through increasingly ‘rationalised’ means, by turning them into meaningful subjects and
docile objects. The discursive practices of children’s play were profoundly affected by
what Donzelot terms the ‘psy’ complex (as shall be identified and analysed later in the
thesis).

This thesis has been influenced by the work of Foucault in his analysis or
examination of the relation between forms of rationality and forms of
language/power/knowledge, that is of the relation between the emergence of particular
forms of language/knowledge and the exercise of specific forms of power. Such a premise
maintains that the significant ‘objects’ of investigation for historical materialism are
arrangements in which the model of labour does not serve as the impetus of interpretation.
The premise of technologies of power suggests that discourses and practices are intertwined
in articulated formations having the domination of one group over another as their primary
trait.45

If the notion of discourse in its most general sense is considered as the abstraction
of any written or oral process of communication through which meaning is transmitted as
'the visible and describable praxis of what is called “thinking™,’46 then Foucault's manner
of dealing with discourse is discursive in that his intention is to reveal the historical
conditions that make a particular mode of conceptualisation possible and seeks to uncover
the discursive and institutional strategies that contribute to the formation of subjects. As
it is the constitution of ‘objective’ systems of knowledge that institutes subjection, by
outlining the circumstances attending the formation of a discourse, Foucault reveals the
basically political role of discourse in the formation of meanings - the meanings necessary

for the constitution of one's images of himself/herself.

ok For example, see Michel Foucault, Disciplin nish ; Th irth of the Prison. Trans.
Alan Sheridan. New York : Pantheon, 1978. Originally published as Surveiller Et Punir :
Naissance De La Prison. Paris, 1975.

46

Timothy J. Reiss, The Discourse of Modernism. Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 1982,

p.9. For a fuller discussion of "discourse” see also Reiss, pp.27-31.
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The intention of Foucault's analysis of discourse is not to erect new boundaries
delimiting human nature as his discourse is not aimed at human beings but at other
discourses. Therefore an attempt is not made to discredit individuals or blame social
classes or groups as these are but subjects - that is discursive constructs. In this regard,
Foucault's approach to discourse can be considered similar to that of Jacques Lacan, for
whom ‘a signifier is that which represents a subject...not for another subject, but for
another signifier'.47 A signifier does not serve to link an individual to another individual
or to the world but to their signifiers, the subject is therefore an effect of the realm of
signifiers and the subject's ‘reality’ is provided by a field of discourses. One ‘exists’,
then, as an element of discourse, yet one ‘plays out’ different subject positions and
different power relations within multiple discursive positionings corresponding to
multiple subjectivities.

According to Foucault, discourse, which has traditionally served to provide a
history for a subject as well as subjects for history, has also functioned to maintain the
illusion of a memory possessing the capacity to relive the past, to retrieve events from an
ever present preteriteness. Society has always provided itself with documents to preserve
the traces of its history. Such historical texts are understood to contain within their
memorial depths the riches of ages gone by. Archaeology transforms documents into
monuments, into tangible arrangements of perceptible structures, and analyses the actual
configuration of the discourses that constitute an archive:

Instead of seeing, on the great mythical book of history, lines of words

that translate in visible characters thoughts that were formed in some

other time and place, we have in the density of discursive practices,

systems that establish statements as events (with their own conditions

and domain of appearance) and things (with their own possibility and field
of use).48

47 Jacques Lacan, 'Le Seminaire, Livre xi.' Paris : Seuil, 1973, pp.180-81, cited in Karlis
Racevskis, Michel Foucault and the Subversion of Intellect. Corneil University Press,
London, 1983, p.18.

48

Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge. Trans. by Alan Sheridan. Tavistock,

London, 1972. Originally published as L'Archaeologie Du Savior. Gallimard, Paris. 1969,
p.128.
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‘One must study therefore the economy of the discursive constellation to which (any
discourse) belongs.’49 Adapting the quotation from Foucault, this thesis recognises that
the determinants of any discourse, in this case children’s play, can be found as much in
those surrounding discourses that bear upon it as in the internal logic or regularities of
the discourse itself. The relationships between these different discourses can be
relationships of dominance or even mutual contradiction (as evidenced by the contradiction
of the increasing definitions of play as ‘quite a serious business’, while expressing a
simultaneous concern for the loss of freedom and naturalness in children’s play). Within
the framework of emergent institutionalisation in nineteenth century Australia, a
relationship can be invariably established as existing between the organisation of the
pedagogy of an institution, such as the school, and the analyses of a domain of political
knowledge within which discipline and control is formulated as a need. The emergence of
‘compulsory’ schooling in nineteenth century Australia was marked by just such
relationships of dominance and conflict to other well-established discursive forms, as
evident in the conditions of existence of contemporary social practices - such as the
administration of ‘Poor Relief’.

It was not simply as a means of socialisation or social control that institutions such
as the school existed, but as a way of securing public morality and preventing crime, as a
method for forming a population with good habits through the instrument of useful
discursive principles in order to secure a moral foundation for governmental and religious
authority.50  The practices of schooling in this period began to exist specifically as a
means for regulating the relations between social classes by forming an instrument which
is able to modify a class ‘culture’, that is the very conditions which serve to define a class
in its essential traits. Schools then became a set of techniques specifically adapted to class

characteristics forming together with the other conditions of a ‘class existence of a new

4% |bid., p.es.

50 For a particularly useful discussion on the modes in which the institution of the school was

an instrument of 'useful' discursive principles, see K. Jones, and K. Williamson,. 'The Birth
of the Schoolroom : A Study of the transformation of the discursive conditions of English

popular education in the first half of the nineteenth century'. ldeology and Consciousness,
6, 1979, pp.59-110.
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régime for training the characters of that class' juvenile members ‘in the way they ought
to go'. Critical to training children ‘in the way they ought to go’ was the reformulation of
their play.

The most relevant argument, for this study, developed by Foucault, is that
concerning the formation of a modern, disciplinary society. Foucault outlined that since
the eighteenth century there had been a transformation of the mechanisms and modalities of
power and object(s) to which power addresses itself. Henceforth, the aim of power was to
incite, control and regulate forces, to render them productive, rather than to reduce, bend
or destroy them.51 This process of transformation takes place along an axis with two
opposing yet complementary poles, that of the body and that of the population. The first to
emerge as a terrain of control and intervention was that of the body as the 'repository’ of
forces - the body machine - to be controlled, trained, set-to-work, the possessor of
powers to be increased, channelled and used. The body is to be rendered both docile and
useful, so as to permit its integration into specific mechanisms of controi - the disciplines.
in Discipline and Punish, Foucault documented and analysed the genealogy of disciplinary
régimes, of which the school, along with the college, the workshop, the barracks, and the
asylum, is a striking example. The management and surveillance of the human body gives
rise to certain techniques and mechanisms:

The body is moulded by a great many distinct régimes; it is broken down

by the rhythms of work, rest, and holidays; it is poisoned by food or

values, through eating habits or moral laws; it conducts resistances....52

The second mode of transformation is that of the population as a whole, in which the
human body figures not as the target of disciplinary procedures but as the support of
biological processes - the individual body becomes also the species body. The population,
as the totality of biological individuals, becomes an object of knowledge, an object of

intervention by oractuces which ‘take into account the processes of life and undertake to

. Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality. Volume 1. An Introduction. Trans. Robert
Hurley. Allen Lane, London, 1979, p.179. Originally published as La Volonte De Savior ;
Histoire De Le Sexualite. Vol.1.

52

Michel Foucault, Language. Counter-Memory, Practice : Selected Essays and Interviews.
(ed.) D.F. Bouchard. Blackwell : Oxford 1977, p.153.
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control and modify them’'.53 The biological transforms to the political, what Foucault
terms the bio-politics of population, which together with the anatomo-politics of the
human body comprises a technology of power. Foucault argues that power and knowledge
are indissociable, in that ‘there is no power relationship without the correlate constitution
of a field of knowledge, not a knowledge which does not pre-empt and (at the same time)
constitute power relationships’.54 That is not to imply that the relationships between
practices, understood as modalities of the exercise of power, and knowledge of the objects to
which such practices are directed cannot exist in a different manner amongst specific
institutions and in institutionalised discourses. For example, during the eighteenth
century the concern with policing the population was a product of changes in the
constitution of the labour force but more directly as a result of the great European
demographic upswing. Population became a problem to be organised and disciplined, and
simultaneously an object of surveillance, analysis, intervention and codification. Within
this context the body took on a new and crucial importance - as the bearer of those qualities
of health, sickness, strength and weakness, which were crucial to the future of the society
as a whole. Hence the emergence of new forms of control which the prison, and the
Panopticon as its particular ideal form, were representative; and the new importance
assigned to the sexual domain. The biological features of the population became relevant
factors for economic management and it became necessary to ensure not only their
subjection but the constant increase of their utility. From this emerged the concern with
childhood, with the family, with hygiene, and with sexuality.

Bentham’'s Panopticon is a concept that can be explored not just as the leading
antecedent of the new technology of power that was instituted in the nineteenth century
prison but as the fore-runner to the computerised monitoring of individuals in advanced

capitalism.55 For the purpose of this study, the Panopticon was important because it

2 Foucault, Discipline and Punish. p.6.
54 ibid,
55 3 . . ,
Mark Poster, cault, Marxism an istory. Q f Productio rsus Mode of

lnformation. Polity Press, Cambridge, 1984, on p.103, raises an extremely interesting
point relating to the mechanisms of information processing as an extension of behaviour
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introduced a method of ‘normalising’ individuals that could be applied to other situations.
As Foucault wrote, ‘All that is needed then is to place a supervisor in the central tower and
to shut up in each cell a madman, a patient, a condemned man, a worker or a school boy.'58
Capitalist society thus has available a means of control, a ‘technology of power’ that can be
deployed at many locations.57 As a consequence, Panopticon monitoring extends not simply
to massed groups but to the isolated individual in his or her home, at play, in all the
mundane activities of everyday life. Such a position has strong resonance with the
reorganisation, and to some extent, annexation of children’s play, and as such, forms a
significant source of ideas for the analysis which follows in the main body of the thesis. It
is perplexing then, that the ideology of children’s play has not been well served by feminist
writers. Feminist historiography has necessarily focused on women rather than children.
Yet, just as the concepts ‘children’ and ‘play’ have been employed by many writers as two
inseparable entities58, so, too, has the conceptual link between the construct ‘woman’ and
‘child’. Therefore the ways in which the ideology of children's play functions, like that of
the specific ideological areas of subordination of women in the domestic, work, psychology,
and sexual spheres, has been considered ‘traditionally’ as part of a broader hegemonic
pattern in advanced capitalist society.

Yet, gender politics are, in general, not analysable using the category of hegemony.
When Marxists, particularly Western Marxists, discussed aspects of daily life in terms of
the category of alienation they continually ‘slipped back’ to analysing modes of production.
Examples were proffered to show that consumers were alienated in the market place

through advertising, that students were alienated in the classroom through the system of

monitoring. He suggests that the techniques of discipline no longer need rely on regulating
bodies in space...that traces of behaviour are all that is needed - credit card activity,
traffic tickets, telephone bills, library records, and so forth, have become a carceral
apparatus in a new mode of discipline.

56 M. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, p.200.

o See Jacques Donzelot. The icing of families ; lfar r he State. Trans. Roben
Hurley. Pantheon : New York, 1979, first published as La Police des familles. Paris,
1978, for the development of an argument relating to the reorganisation of the family
which has relevance to this study and will be referred to again later in the main text.

58

See in particutar Pollock, Forgotten Children.
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examinations, that women were alienated in the home through isolation, and so forth. In
each case, however, it was assumed that the source of alienation was the workplace and that
other forms of alienation were derivations from that source. Ultimately, the struggle in
the workplace took priority and the specific forms of domination in everyday life were to
be taken care of ‘automatically’ after the capitalist economy was overturned by the
proletariat. That this has not happened in relation to women's position(s) in ‘public’ and
‘domestic’ domains in non-capitalist societies points to the existence of the organisation of
a system that pre-dates (and co-exists with) capitalism - that of patriarchy.

While several decades or so have produced what can be appropriately referred to as
a feminist social theory, which addresses itself to an analysis of the position of women,
both in the ‘private’ and ‘public’ domains, within the nexus of relationships of a
patriarchal ideological social system to modern capitalism, there has not been the same
attention given, in feminist discourse, to the position and constructing of the signification
of ‘male’ and ‘female’ children and their play within discursive practices. I[f, as feminists
have cogently argued, there is no pre-given state ‘subject’, this raises the whole question
of the ways in which ideologies of children’s play, and its sub-cultural variations of race,
class, gender, ethnicity and so on, are incorporated and signified within a given national
culture. Observing/analysing ‘society’ as being constantly created through discursive
practices allows one to ‘reach’ the power of those practices (and, ultimately, disrupt some
of these).

There has, however, been a growing body of work analysing the inter-relations of
discursive practices and the construction of ‘the subject’. Perhaps the most widely
disseminated of this genre has been Language, Gender and Childhood, whose editors stated
intent was ‘the way in which modern women and children have been historically
constructed’.59 The various essays entailed sought to explore ‘the complex relations

between social regulation, the circumscription of action and subjective experience in both

59 Carolyn Steedman, Cathy Urwin and Valerie Walkerdine, Language, Gender and Childhood,
History Workshop Series. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1985, p.1.
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past and present’.60 This nexus of gender and language relations has, like the curate’s egg,
been ‘good in parts’.

Along with the work of Dale Spender, and others, an emphasis on ‘man made’
language has confused and/or collapsed into an understanding of lexical items as the site of
‘gender’ production, rather than provided an analysis of the sites of language production
and their attendant differential effects on 'men’, ‘women’, ‘boys’ and ‘girls’.61  Too often,
‘language’ has been treated as an gbject, with an elision of its own discursive ‘history’.
‘Finding a voice’ for women implies much more than the substitution of a neuter gender, it
requires a critical understanding of the relationship between the development of gendered
‘identity’ and the different positions one takes up in language in interpellated relations.

In learning to manage inter-personal situations in accordance with what one is
allowed, expected or desires to do (or be), the production of language in intricated in the
production of culturally prescribed and proscribed ‘aspects’ of the dichotomies
‘masculine’/feminine’. The power to speak is a process of reproduction which does pot
have a unitary point of origin, nor is it simply context determined. The desire to speak
needs to be analysed if one wishes to posit a theory of subjectivity, with its attendant
motivations and tension. hangin ' ;. _Psychol ial Requlation an
Subjectivity has been far more informed than most studies in utilising linguistic theory
and psycho-analytical theory in exploring the notion of a ‘subject-in-process’.62

Yet few writers in the field of ‘language'/'gender’/’childhood’ explore the fields of
semiotics, of mythologemes and narratives, or of re-constructed memory; all of which
directly impact upon (and are impacted upon, in turn) ‘the subject-in process’. While
Rosalind Coward and John Ellis signposted the field in Language and Materialism, there is

little evidence of such scholarship in Australia.63 Bronwyn Davies would appear to be the

60 Ibid.
61 See Dale Spender, Man Made Language. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1980.

62 Julian Henriques, et al., Changing the Subject : Psycholo cial Regulation and
Subjectivity. London, Methuen, 1984.

63 Rosalind Coward and John Ellis. Lan ateriali evelopments in Semiolo
and the Theory of the Subject, London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1977.
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major exception within contemporary studies of ‘childhood’ and ‘gender'.64  Within
historiographical studies of ‘children’ the dialectic of the negotiation of meaning would
appear to be, at best, marginalised in the discourse.

This thesis, then, proposes to analyse the ways in which the management, and
particularly the sexual identity, of children's play (as well as its other sub-cultural
variants) is reproduced in the interest of patriarchal relations as much as the
reproduction of the labour necessary for capitalist relations, and how the discursive
practices relating to children’s play were (and are) the products of labour, of politics, of
ideology, and of power. Because the everyday life experiences of children, in relation to
their play, games, toys rhymes, songs, and so on, have been generally omitted from
‘public’ discourses, this thesis has turned to another mode in which a sense of the past is
constructed in societies, through ‘private’ memory, and the methodology of oral history.
Such an approach is problematic, however.

Oral history ‘testimony’ is profoundly influenced by discourses and experiences in
the present. It is the standpoint from which oral accounts (and formal histories) are
constructed. Memory is therefore itself a profoundly complicated construction and a very
active process. In memory, past events, in their own complexity, are worked and
reworked in the present. This poses the problematic in treating oral history witnesses as
‘sources’. It is to treat them as a form of walking, talking documentation, the person as
archive.65 Feminist historians have always understood that history matters politically.
Political domination involves historical definition. History - in particular popular
memory - is at stake in the constant struggle for hegemony. The relation between history

and politics, like the relation between the past and present, is therefore internal : it is

64 Bronwyn Davies. Life in the Classr round : T counts of Primary School
Children. London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1982; and Erogs and Snails and Feminist
Tales. Preschoo| Children and Gender, Sydney, Allen and Unwin, 1989.

. For Australian debate on the use of oral history methodology see Patrick O'Farrell, 'Oral

History : Facts and Fiction', in Quadrant, November, 1979, pp.49-53. Bill Thorpe,
'Further Verbals in the Oral History Debate’, in Quadrant, July 1980, pp.54-58, and,
Louise Douglas and Peter Spearitt, 'Talking History : The Use of Oral Sources' in New
History. (eds.) G. Osborne and W.F. Makers, Sydney : George Allen and Unwin, 1982,
pp.59-68.
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about the politics of history and the history of politics. Recognition by feminists has also
been given to the domain of the subjective-affective relations between men and women and
their children, based in the division of labour and relations of power, but critical in terms
of how men, women and children ‘see’ themselves. Such a viewpoint can prevent a
slippage into ‘public’/‘private’, 'above’/‘below’ or ‘interior’/‘exterior’ dichotomies.

Kerreen Reiger, has explored child-rearing ‘attitudes’ in a major study based in
Preston, Victoria.66 Traditional archival sources such as government reports, clinical
records, newspapers and magazines, were utilised along with oral evidence, which was to
‘provide the detail of the routines of women’s daily existence, but also of their creative
responses to the exigencies of material existence, their sense of themselves and their
relationship with others'.67

This thesis owes much to Reiger's text, The Disenchantment of the Home, in that her
‘utilisation’ of the seemingly disparate strands of Foucauldian analysis of
power/knowledge, the Frankfurterschule’s concerns with ‘everyday’ cultural analysis,
Marxist analyses of ‘consciousness’ and feminist social theory criticisms informed my own
readings and critical praxis. Reiger's use of oral sources also signposted my own desire to
pursue notions of how the self is re-constituted in memory. However, because the oral
narratives were marginalised in Reiger's text, this aspect of how we come to know
ourselves was not pursued.

While | recognise that ‘memory’ is not a dynamic in Reiger's thesis, it is
problematic that this 'sense of the self' is elided in the assumption that constructions of
domesticity are not negotiated, that a ‘top down' approach exists, with ‘experts’ setting the
agenda.

Rather than ‘reading’ the ‘public’ and ‘private’ source material relating to the
everyday lives of children as dichotomous descriptive examples of bourgeois hegemony, the

aim of this thesis is to focus on the interaction between the ‘domestic sphere’ and the

. Kerreen Reiger,

1940. Melbourne, Oxford Unlversny Press, 1985

67 Ibid., p.230.
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‘public world" with a view to identifying the makers and transmitters of child-rearing
rules relating to play and explaining who or what required their views to be universalised.
The use of an oral history ‘method’, despite its acknowledged ideological colouring and
past-present problematic, is seen as one possible way to proceed towards an understanding
of how the speaking subjects made sense of their world, how and why changes occurred in
the social construction of children’s play practices and to what extent children, and their
parents, resisted the dominant discursive practices of play ideologies. Changes to play
practices, in relation to age, gender, ethnicity, and country/city divisions, are central to
the thesis’ analysis of the construction of differing ‘needs’, and how and why these ‘needs’
were articulated.

Such ‘needs’, and 'desires’, cannot be postulated without a brief signposting of the
necessity for ‘deconstructing’ the oppressive dualisms employed in our language, which
attempt to essentialise us all. Until we can admit both the ‘fictionality’ of what we assume
to be ‘real’ and the ‘reality’ of our ‘fictions’ we will never understand the histories of
our productions.

To speak of public/private or subject/object, real/representation or
interior/exterior, and mind/body or male/female as unproblematic is to posit an idealist
position of complementarity, of equivalence.68 This untenable liberalist levelling of
meaning implies that there is ng opposition in the distinction of ‘public’/‘private’ or in
‘male’ and ‘female’ ascriptions and inscriptions. It implies a reification of a choice
between two positions. In this thesis, particularly within the dynamics of re-
memorisation, one is constantly aware of the relational, of the entanglement of the
‘private’ with the ‘public’ and the intrication of the ‘public’ with the ‘private’. To be
reconciled to dichotomies as given is to deny the active construction and re-construction of
these constructs, whose histories can be traced to the site of their re-production.

Notions of dichotomies deny that we have different speaking materialities with

differential affects. It denies that our ‘needs’, our ‘desires’ and our ‘beliefs’ are grounded

68 By enclosing ‘public’/'private’ et cetera in quotation marks | continually signify that such
dualities are problematic.
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in the texts of our experiences and within the ‘body’ whose experience it is.6€ Further, it
is a denial of the discursive functions of our semiotic, psychical, metaphysical and
material practices. To not acknowledge this is to continue to privilege the myth of a unified
being and eliminates the specificity of difference - a difference within subject
positionings, not a difference between. It is the differences within which must be attended
to, even as they are suppressed or finessed, so that the utopian logic of the same is
transcended. To subvert this allows us to posit not just what we are, but what we are not
and to position ourselves according to a range of interests and abilities (which are not
circumscribed by the possession of genitalia). To know oneself is to understand that the
self is an historical product.

The study draws, then, from various socio-linguistic theories which are linked
together by analyses of power and knowledge, knowledge and ideologies, ideology and
culture, through the production of critical discourses. The function of such discourses is to
interrupt the smooth passage of ‘régimes of truth’, to disrupt those forms of knowledge
which have assumed a self-evident quality, and to engender a state of uncertainty in those
responsible for servicing the network of power-knowledge relations, for example, ‘the
judge of normality’, teachers, doctors, social workers, and other members of ‘the helping
professions’. At the heart of this analysis, then, is the activity of critique. As Foucault
has observed:

Critique doesn’t have to be the premise of a deduction which concludes:

this then is what needs to be done. It should be an instrument for those

who fight, those who resist and refuse what it is. Its use should be in

process of conflict and confrontation, essay in refusal. It doesn't have to

lay down the law for law. It isn't a stage in a programming. |t is a

challenge to what it is.70

It is in this sense of critique, which constitutes a common denominator among the
work of Foucault, classical Marxism, the Frankfurt School, and feminist narrative theory,

that the theoretical framework of the thesis is posited. The similarities exist only in that

there is a shared commitment to critique, not in their actual praxis.

69 This argument is developed in Chapter 7, below.

70 Michel Foucault, 'Questions of Method : An Interview with Michel Foucault', in |deology

and Consciousness. No.8, 1976, p.13.
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From Foucault comes the concepts of a discourse analytic of power and knowledge;
from classical Marxism the concepts of ideology, culture and hegemony; from the
Frankfurt School the critique of social rationalisation and the dissemination of ‘technical
reason’ by the emergent professional-managerial sector and, from feminist theory, with
its long tradition of oral history ‘methodology’,”! an analysis of gender, age and class
within patriarchal and capitalist relations.

Interwoven and embedded within an analysis of these theoretical constructs is my
belief that one can not define any socially institutionalised mode of speech and writing
(discourse), with its attendant effects of power, without first understanding their textual
underpinnings, the discursive practices through which people give expression to the
ideologies by which they are governed. Every construct has its own ‘history’.

However, while interest in an analysis of language and discourse is a recent one for
Australian historians, European linguists have long posited the inter-relation of ‘language’
(discourse) and ‘history’ . In the 1920s and 1930s, Lucian Febre and Mark Bloch,
brought ‘economic and social history’, formerly considered as no more than a subsidiary
subject, to the forefront of history in their ‘creation’ of the French historical journal,
originally titled the Annales d'histoire économigue et sociale.’2 Not only did they
inaugurate a new historical direction, that of culture, forms of consciousness, and ideology,
they called for an alliance between ‘history and linguistics’. This socio-historical concept
of mentality (Mentalité) was outlined by Febre in subsequent journal articles under such
titles as ‘Les mots et les choses en histoire économique’, which led to the establishment of a

separate section of the journal entitled ‘Words and Things' (Les mots et les choses).”3

[ See in particular, Tricia Davis, et al., 'The public face of feminism : early twentieth

century writings on women's suffrage’, in Making Histories : Studies in history-writing
and politics. (eds.), Richard Johnson, et al.,, Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies,
University of Birmingham, 1982, pp.302-324.

72 Between 1939 and 1945 the title changed several times. Since 1946 it has been published
under the title Annales, Economies, Sociétiés, Civilisations.

73 For a translation of many of Febre's articles, read Lucien Febre, A New Kind of History,
Peter Burke (ed.), O.U.P., Oxford, 1973.
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Febre’'s analysis of the history of words and concepts were to illuminate many fields of
linguistic research.

The Annales’ ushered in a period of interdisciplinary contact which had the
disparate approaches of ‘historical-comparative linguists’ and ‘structural linguistics’
(following Ferdinand de Saussure) being published together.”4 The theoretical conjucture
which brought about this change is usually termed that of ‘structuralism’.  This term
describes an extremely heterogenous and frequently changing spectrum of positions whose
common ground, initially, was the rejection of post-war existentialist historicism (in
which knowledge of history was understood as the self-consciousness of a particular epoch)
and subjectivism, and the adoption of a positive attitude towards the findings of structural
linguistics and the theory of signs. Almost all the influential ‘structuralists’, from Lévi-
Strauss, Goldman and Barthes to Lacan and Bourdieu lectured at the Annales-dominated
Ecoles des Hautes Etudes in Paris. It was from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes that Algirdas
Greimas, recalling Marc Bloch’'s plea for an ‘historical semantics’, formulated a
programme of linguistically-grounded historico-structural discourse analysis:

...Language is a global system of signs, which pervades a culture and gives
it expression. It is not merely a repertoire of words which can be taken
in isolation as particular witnesses to a history that otherwise unfolds in
a region beyond language; it is rather itself, as a symbolic system, the
site where history takes place. It forms an autonomous social space,
which goes beyond individuals and imposes models of feelings and action
upon them. Words, organised in structured ensembles - ‘vocabularies’ -
are interactively defined and constitute an objective and necessary plane
of language, in which the historian can discover structures of mentalities
and models of collective sensibility (not ‘characteristic’ and ‘typical’
attitudes). This is the level on which social roles are distributed and
social frameworks for models of feeling and mentality-norms arise.
Saussurian linguistics, therefore, does not reflect back the historian’s
own image of history, but suggests certain methods together with a unified

and coherent plan for describing cultural history.”5S

Influenced by this Annales’ sponsored turn away from the traditional history of

events, Roland Barthes wrote an article entitled ‘Histoire et Littérature : a propos de

74 See Chapter One below for a fuller discussion of linguistic theory and, in particular its
inter-relation with the ‘writing’ of histories.

75 Algirdas Greimas, 'Histoire et linguistique’, Annales d'histoire economigue et sociale, vol.
13, 1958, pp.110-14. Translated in, Material Word, (eds.) Hilary Pilkington and Chris
Turner, C.C.C.S., Birmingham, 1986.
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Racine’ which became widely read under its second title of ‘Literature and History’.”®
Instead of discussing the ‘author and his/her ‘intentions”, Barthes proposed that one
should study and ask questions about the social, mental and institutional conditions of
possibility of literary texts. This would make visible ‘literature’ as an institutionalised
effect of subjectivity.

What is fascinating about the previously cited works of Greimas and Barthes is that
neither mentioned ‘discourse’, yet both writers anticipated aspects of discourse analysis.
it was in the works of Michel Foucault, at the beginning of the 1960s , that the concept of
‘discours’ (discourse) achieved its special epistemological status. Institutionalised modes
of speaking/writing (discourse) was to have its rules and mechanisms of function traced
‘positively’:

From the classic Age, Language is deployed within representation and in

that duplication of itself which hollows itself out. Henceforth, the

primary Text is effaced, and with it, the entire inexhaustible foundation

of the words whose mute being was inscribed in things: all that remains

is representation, unfolding in the verbal signs that manifest it, and hence

becoming discourse... one no longer attempts to uncover the great

enigmatic statement that lies hidden beneath its (discourse’s) signs; one

asks how it functions; what representation it designates, what elements it

cuts out and removes, how it analyses and composes, what play of
substitutions enables it to accomplish its role of representation.

Commentary has yielded to criticism.””

This new form of history-of-knowledge had a great deal in common with the
attempts of Febre, Bloch and many Annales authors to produce a history of conscious and,
significantly, unconscious forms of thought that was not merely a history of ideas.’8

Foucault's discourse approach, Lacan’s works on the structure of the unconscious, and

76 Roland Barthes, 'Histoire et Littérature : 4 propos de Racine', Annales d'histoire
économique et sociale, vol. 15, 1960, pp.524-337. Republished under the title,
'Literature and History', in Barthes, On Racine. Trans R. Howard. Hill and Wang, New
York, 1977.

77 Michel Foucault, The Order of Things. An Archaeology of the Human Sciences. Tavistock,
London, 1970, pp.79-80; also the introduction to his earlier work, The Birth h linic

and a later work, The Archaeology of Knowledge.

78 The Order of Things, published in French as Les Mots et les Choses, is evocative of the

Annales publication of Lucien Febre's 'Les mots et les choses en histoire économique’,

ibid., and the separate section of the Annales journal, to which | have previously
referred, 'Les Mots et Les Choses'. Foucault, in the introduction of Archaeology of

Knowledge, explicitly connected it to the 'nouvelle histoire'.
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Althusser's work on the materiality of the ideological were read (published) at similar
times and can be postulated as supplementing each other.79 Their major contribution,
among others, was that it provided a theoretical framework for a non-subjective
discourse-oriented reading of texts. According to writers such as Régine Robin, in terms
of history, it provided the crucial impulse that was needed to provoke reflection on the
existing elements of historical linguistic analysis and to establish it as a new problematic,
that is as discourse analysis.80

While discourse analysis of the 1960s and 1970s was basically used to ‘prove’
what historical knowledge had already obtained by other methods, the 1980s ‘ushered’ in a
practice of discourse analysis which is frequently described, in a general way, by Robin
and others, as ‘archive-reading’. Its aim was to consider discourses not only in terms of
the external circumstances in which they arise but sought to trace contexts and discursive
strategies in the material itself by examining the developments of themes. It is from this
postulation of the need to develop 'themes’ that the thesis seeks to analyse ‘themes’ of
childhood culture, such as, the discourse of ‘childhood’, of ‘play’ of ‘games’ and so forth. In
doing so, it adopts ideas and questions that have been developed in historical text pragmatics

and in ethnomethodology.81 In this thesis, it is contended that language is more than a

79 Jacques Lacan, Ecrits, Paris, 1966. A partial English translation, by A. Sheridan, is
contained in Ecrits : A Selection. Tavistock, London, 1977: Louis Althusser, 'Freud and
Lacan' in Lenin and Philosophy and other essays. Trans. Ben Brewster, NLB, London,
1971, pp.177-202; Eor Marx. Trans. Ben Brewster, Allen Lane, London, 1969 and
Beading Capital, trans Ben Brewster, NLB, London, 1970. (Post May 1968, these
‘alliances' of theory disintegrated.)

80 It is regrettable that much of the prodigious works of Régine Robin, the first specialist
historian to adopt discourse analysis (as opposed to specialist linguists with historical
interests), remain untranslated from their original French publications. Histoire et
Linquistique, Paris, 1973 introduced detailed analyses of various 'techniques’ of discourse
analysis, from lexicometry, lexicology (the study of individual words and their usage) and
sémanalse (the analysis of semantic units in sentences, after Greimas), to 'automatic
discourse analysis' (after Pécheux, and discussed below, in Chapter One). A brief
overview of her work is contained in Socjocriticism, no.2, 1985, pp.151-63.

81 Historical text pragmatics refers to an application of speech acts theory and has been
influential in literary criticism. Texts are interpreted as speech acts and are analysed
according to their practical function. This is not to suggest that the materiality of
discourse, as an 'entity’ to be analysed in itself, is neglected. For example, children's
games can be analysed as historical pragmatic texts and discursive 'elements' (The
synchronic and diachronic ‘levels' are explained below, in Chapter One.)
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mere passive vehicle for conveying meanings, that its discursive structure itself plays a
large part in signifying ‘meaning’, and that paying close attention to forms of language
within discursive practices is a central task for historians.

The thesis is divided into four major sections encompassing eight chapters. The
motif of ‘interiors’, ‘exteriors’, ‘adult designated sites of experience’ and ‘changing
constructions of childhood play’ is utilised not as an unproblematic, universal, linear
sequence of events pertaining to all children but as a way of focusing on the discursive
practices within which all children are intricated. The chapters chart the attempts to
locate children on topographical grids according to age, gender, class, religion and ethnicity
constructs and within country and city divisions, amidst changing modes of production and
re-production. Threaded throughout the thesis are oral narratives of men and women
whose childhoods were constructed during this ‘period’.

A variety of sources are drawn on, from both ‘public’ and ‘private’ discourse.
Although Appendix 1 contains a full description of the technicalities of methodologies and
sources this thesis utilises, a special note is required about the contributions of thirty
South Australians who shared memoaries of their childhood with me. These men and women
are not being represented as the ‘authentic voice’ of South Australian children in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Nor should they be. Along with narratives from
the S.A. Speaks Oral History Project and the Arts Council of South Australia’s Eun ‘n’
Games project, these oral discourses are ‘read’ as constructions of subjectivity, as
semiotic, and psychic and symbolic positionings.82 As the underlying premise of the thesis
is that an individual’'s way of ‘knowing’ the world is an artefact of the ‘period’ in which he
or she lives and, as such, it is not eternal, oral narrative illuminates the framework of
perception that operates at any given time. What the thesis seeks to trace and demonstrate,

then, is that in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in South Australia the

. S.A _Speaks. Oral History Project for the Sesquicentenary of South Australia. Mortlock

Library of South Australiana, Fun 'n' Games. Arts Council of South Australia Project,
Henley Beach, S.A. To distinguish the above from my oral history interviews, referred to
as QHI, all citations from my transcripts from my recorded interviews are placed in bold
type in the body of the thesis.
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material, psychical and semiotic life of children, and in particular their play practices,
underwent major changes. These changes were frequently contradictory and were
implicated in massive governmental incursions into the sphere of familial and personal
relationships.

In Section One, Chapter One explores the notions of ‘identity’, of how the self is
constructed and re-constructed, and details, at some length, the involvement of the
interviewees in this thesis. The dynamic of re-constructed memory is introduced in order
to posit the notion of different speaking materialities and their attendant different
discursive positionings. It is argued that there are multiple selves and multiple histories.
The inter-relations of language, knowledge, power and ‘the subject’ are sketched and the
myth of a unitary being is posited.

Chapter Two focuses closely on the attempts to widen the ‘interiors’ of ‘private’
experience. The disjunctions between dichotomised ‘public’ and ‘private’ discourses and
discursive practices are explbred in relation to the construction of ‘desires’ - the ‘desire’
to re-order familialism, with its consequent changing network of power operations, and
the positing of ‘the mother’ as a ‘privileged agent’ of these changes. This chapter argues
that as ‘the mother' came increasingly under the scopic ‘normalising’ gaze, so, too, did the
cultural construct, ‘the child’. The concept of the social, as posited by Donzelot, is
examined as a mode of increasing hybridisation of ‘public’ and ‘private’ spheres.

In Section Two, Chapter Three examines specific ‘movements’, such as The Street
Children’'s Campaign, to superintend children’s movements through time and space and to
delineate a demarcation amongst the realms of ‘work’, ‘play’ and ‘school’,, A demarcation
along age lines was also intricated within dualities of ‘younger’/‘older’. The inauguration
of public playgrounds is posited in this thesis as a technology of moral supervision within
which children could come to see themselves according to new gendered social norms.
‘Public’ records are cited to depict the increasing penetration of governmental technologies
of power into the ‘social body’.

Chapter Four explores the frequently-contradictory rites and rituals of ‘the
community’, within which children are positioned. The ‘playing out' and ‘practising’ of

gendered subject positionings is analysed, as is the constant tension involved in the
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antithetical notions of ‘supervised freedom’. The inter-relations of ‘child’ to ‘child’ are of
particular import for this chapter.

In Section Three, Chapter Five examines how the ‘work’ and the ‘play’ of ‘the child’
came to be re-constructed. The introduction of compulsory schooling is posited as
introducing massive changes on the construction of ‘childhood’. ‘The school’ is predicated
as a specially constructed age-graded and gendered institution which set-up norms of
cleanliness, hygiene, efficiency and discipline, amongst many others. Within the all-
seeing gaze of the teachers, children were to be sifted, sorted and classified, their bodies
were to be redistributed along a normative scale. ‘Play’ as a pedagogic device was to form a
corner-stone of educating ‘according to nature’. As such, the environment of ‘play’, the
‘real work’ of ‘the child', could be watched, monitored and transformed - along with the
‘performers’.

Chapter Six explores the articulation of conjoined moral superintendence and
governmental normalising practices on the specially designed ‘space’ of the school
playground. It is within this ‘uncovered schoolroom' that the ‘real life' of the child and
their ‘true characters’ was posited as being superintended. This chapter traces the
attempts to ‘use’ the ‘transformation’ of children’s play practices to re-shape the cultural
physiognomies of whole populations through the forms in which individuals were to
internalise 'social’ norms as conscience and sensibility.

In Section Four, the focus changes to that of notions of individual ‘reality’. In
Chapter Seven, how one comes to be a ‘girl' or a ‘boy’ is examined within notions of
dualistic biologism and essentialism. The ascription and the inscription of bodies as
‘masculine’ or ‘feminine’ is explored and the Derridian notion of ‘differance’ is posited as
one mode of coming to understand the ways in which individuals can ‘take-up’ a range of
positionings which are not dependent on genitalia. The works of Lacan, Freud and Derrida
are specifically focused upon to decentre the notion of a unified, rational being. The
workings of desire, in relation to psychical, symbolic and material functioning, is also
explored as an historical production. | posit that every practice is a production.

In Chapter Eight, the notion of ‘self-knowledge’, of ethos, is posited as a powerful

locus for the ‘stories’, that is, the narratives and myths we live by. The tensions between
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ethos and pathos are ‘lived out’ daily. Through the narratives of re-constructed memory |
argue that the opaqueness of past ‘childhoods' can be illuminated in the present tellings of
individuals. What is revealed is the hopes, beliefs and desires of personal mythology. The
psychical, semiotic, material and symbolic positionings of individuals, as re-constructed
from the past, are also seen to be a continuing historical force in the present. As such, this
chapter argues for the need for historians to trace the dynamics of re-memorised
narratives in future theorising of ‘subjectivity’, whether it encompasses the world of
‘childhood’ or not. Cultural practices cannot be ‘probed’ without such an understanding of
the inter-relation of myth and memory.

This thesis concludes that the play practices of children, the dominant leit-motif of
‘children’s culture’, did undergo massive transformation by the nineteen thirties. But the
thesis posits that such changes were not calibrated on a unified or linear grid. Central to
its transformation was the concept of changing constructions of class, gender and age
relations. The arguments shaping and surrounding these changes have varied enormously
over time. Underpinning changing play practices were, amongst others, notions of juvenile
‘crime’, of idleness on the streets and of the ‘need’ to re-locate children in ‘schools’ where
moral superintendence would occur ‘naturally’. The thesis posits that power relations
always/already interpenetrate human subjectivity but this does not preclude the

possibility of change.



SECTION ONE : WIDENING ‘INTERIORS’



CHAPTER ONE : THE MAKING OF IDENTITY l

It's a good thing to think about the child as long as you remember that the

child doesn't exist. Only children exist. Every time we lump them

together we lose something.... It is not just a matter of the enormous
differences between individuals. Every child is in a different state of

being or becoming.1

June Factor wrote that ‘Childhood is perhaps the last significant area of neglect in
Australian historiography’.2 Amidst a plethora of psychological studies on child
development and distinct from the recent interest of social historians regarding children
in the institutions - such as the family, school, workplace and church - the daily rites
and rituals of the child have been largely left to oral historians to record.3 As Stephen
Murray Smith has suggested, childhood is the one historical experience everyone has
been through, yet the one we know least about.

The changing constructions of ‘childhood’ have necessarily obfuscated ‘the child’
and highlighted ‘children’. Although there has been widespread currency, since Ariés'
Centuries of Childhood, of the notion of immense variation in the ideology and experience
of childhood, it has been on the broad brush stroke of the common context of childhood
that historians have focused. While acknowledging that even within the same family, a
girl and a boy, or a youngest and an eldest, would not have the same childhood, nor would
their neighbours’ children of different religious beliefs or different ethnic identity, such
factors of difference do not always constitute the central focus of study. Linguistically,
the noun ‘child’ has an agreed opposite reference to the noun ‘adult’ in commonsense
usage. Thus, in all societies there is an acceptance that a child differs in certain ways to

an adult. Yet, even within a society, there is disagreement as to the meaning of ‘a child’,

let alone what constitutes ‘childhood’. What it means to be a child in contemporary times

M. Mead, Remarks at the symposium of 'Children, Nature and the Urban Environment,

Washington, March 1975. C. Ward, The Child in the City. Pantheon Books. N.Y. 1978,
Forward.

2 J. Factor, Captain Cook Chas h hildren's Folklore in Australia. Penguin
Books. 1983. p.xiii.

3

With the exception of Factor's work, and the detail of child life included in the 1888 and
1938 volumes of Australia in the bicentenary history of Australia - Australians : An

Historical Library. Fairfax, Syme and Weldon, Broadway, N.S.W. 1987.
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is as difficult and problematic to answer as what constitutes childhood for a child in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century in South Australia.

Contemporary Australian Commonwealth law designates ‘childhood’ as a state of
dependency that ceases when a child attains the age of eighteen. Only then can a person
assume total responsibility for personal matters, such as marriage, voting in elections,
signing contracts et cetera. However, State laws in Australia vary and the term
‘childhood’ is used in different, and not always, synonymous ways. In South Australia one
can leave school at fifteen years of age, be bound by the Community Welfare Services Act
until the age of fifteen years, obtain unemployment benefits at sixteen years of age,
drive a car when aged sixteen years, yet not be tried in an adult court of law until
attaining seventeen years of age.

In 1881 the Destitute Persons Act, in South Australia, defined a ‘child’ as a boy
under sixteen and a girl under eighteen years of age. In the 1894 Factories Act, both
boys and girls under the agé of thirteen years were designated ‘children’. Not having
reached physical maturity and being dependent on adults appeared to be the significant
late nineteenth century ‘marker’ of childhood. By 1915 the new construct - ‘school-
child” had become the dominant signifier of ‘childhood’. With its conditions of fully
compulsory schooldays, the Education Act of 1915 located all non-Aboriginal children in
an extended period of institutionalised dependency between the age of six years and
fourteen years. Casual or full-time labour by ‘children’ of those age groups was
specifically banned.

That cultural constructs of childhood as ‘dependency’ vary from the nineteenth to
the twentieth centuries is obvious. The length of dependency on parents, the lengthening
transition from school to work, and the earlier onset of puberty are only some of the
ways the late twentieth century child differs from the late nineteenth century child. Yet,
inherent in this perspective is the centrality of adult-designated definitions of childhood,
be it legal, social or biological. Rarely is childhood, that is, what it means to be a child,
investigated as a cultural phenomenon in its own terms.

‘Childhood’ as an gbject of concern is like an ever-varying cloud and historians

are like people seeing faces in it. One historian may concentrate on the upper margins of



43

the cloud and define the contours of a nose and lip, hence the other portions of the cloud
become totally oriented in respect to these. Another historian focuses on the lower
segment, perceiving an ear, a nose, a chin, and simultaneously the cloud takes on the
aspect of Zeus! For each perceiver/reader of 'childhood’, be it an historian, folklorist,
anthropologist, psychologist, linguist, or policy maker every sector of the cloud has a
different function, name and value - fixed by his or her initial bias of perception.

‘Childhood’ as subjectivity is akin to perceiving faces in a cloud, too. Myths,
stories, jokes, play and self-images are ‘recovered’ and reconstructed along opaque
margins through a filtered nexus affected by the experiential world in which it is
embedded. The ideas and leitmotifs feeding into everyday experience colour and shape the
inner telos of ‘childhood’. ‘Objectivity’ and ‘subjectivity’ are not then to be treated in
this study of children as polarities, nor as 'dominant’ object versus ‘passive’ subject.
My central concern is to investigate how the play of children shaped their gendered
identity amidst changing adult constructions of their world. Although | have isolated
childhood play as an area of study, what follows is an exploration of a variety of sources
which highlight the overlapping and contrasting features and patterns of South Australian
‘childhood’ in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The interweaving of different kinds of ‘evidence’ in this thesis is a deliberate
attempt to turn their varying bias or emphasis to advantage, using them to build a wider
understanding of what it meant/means to be ‘a child’ who experienced life during these
‘decades’ of family and childhood remoulding. Generally, historians’ accounts of
childhood have reflected an acceptance that their task is one of presenting a form of
symbiosis between past and present - that they are not, in fact, co-creators of individual
pasts. In contrast , oral historians have celebrated the interpretative aspects of history,
highlighting their interaction with their interviewees. That these different perspectives
have elicited much debate is not surprising - the historian as an external ‘omniscient
narrator’ versus the mythic transferential aspects of the historical situation and the

transferential analysis of the moments of storytelling.4

4 See A. Portelli, 'The Peculiarities of Oral History', History Workshop Journal, 12,

Autumn, 1981, pp.96-107; K. Figlio, 'Oral History and the Unconscious', History
Workshop Journal, 26, Autumn 1988, pp.120-132.
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While acknowledging that oral sources represent a different register to that of
other sources, there are more similarities than differences. ‘Scholarly research’ is
neither emotion free nor wholly tangible in its quest for ‘truth’ about the ‘object’ under
study. One can argue that all historical documents are records of intersubjectivity
whereby the text is produced through the imaginary relations of the historian to others,
which in turn, structures the meaning of the document. Further, the version of the
document appearing in a history is articulated and produced by the historian's mode of
reading. If one supports such an argument then it strongly posits the historian as
complicit in the production of all documents - whether it be parliamentary papers,
letters, school punishment books or handbooks of teachers' regulations.5 Oral testimony
does not hide the fact that the interview is a collaborative endeavour in making sense of a
life-history. It is the site where two (or more) subjectivities meet. Rememorisation is
possible only on the basis of empathy, according to Passerini, who argues that empathy
develops and has its own story in the course of the social relationship which is the
interview.6

The thirty individuals whom | interviewed form the basis of this thesis. The
world they have conferred ontic meanings upon and their inter-subjectivity with other
people and other sites is largely the subject of this study. But it is precisely the subject
of inquiry and not the object. Children are rarely treated by historians as individual
subjects, rather as objects of the study. Collective representation tends to become
reified and the individual, as Margaret Mead highlighted, becomes elided. | remain aware
that relying on oral sources is bedevilled by the same prejudices and bias inherent in
relying on other source material. However, | would argue that undertaking to select

‘subjects’ for oral interview, setting an interview schedule, transcribing individual's

5 Foucault stated, 'The document is not the fortunate tool of a history that is primarily
and fundamentally memory; history is one way in which society recognizes and develops
a mass documentation with which it is inextricably linked'. M. Foucault, The
Archaeology of Knowledge. London, Tavistock, 1972, p.7.

6

L. Passerini, 'Memory'. Resume of the final session of the International Conference on

Oral History. Aix-en-Provence, 26th September, 1982. History Workshop Journal, 15,
Autumn, 1983. p.195.
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narrative, obtaining ‘authorisation’ of usage of the transcription, and then offering an
‘analysis’ necessarily elides or blurs the division between ‘subject'/subjectivity and
‘object’/objectivity. What is confronted through the medium of oral ‘testament’ is the
filtering of the angles and perceptions of the faces in the clouds; the shifts between
‘fantasy’ and ‘reality’, the movement towards consciousness of being, the movement
towards cognizance of the relationship between the individual and the collective. As such,
| have utilised the oral testimonies as cultural artefacts which are interpreted by reading
the substructure of the text, that is, the substructural meaning of its own language.
Because there are so few written records which contain the thoughts and
descriptions of childhood by the ‘participants’ themselves, whether it be about their
school days, their family or their past-times, | initially undertook a large number of
interviews to ‘fill-in’ this perceived gap. | also entertained notions of comparing the
testimonies to the ‘official’ documentation where actual children's voices are never
heard. The problematics, however, became all too apparent very quickly. Such a
reading is essentially static and disregards the reconstruction that occurs within
memory. From a problematic, regarding ‘authenticating’ evidence, the challenge became
one of potential, of how to read the disjunctions, the omissions and the silences, and how
to represent the conscious (and unconscious) shaping of memory in its symbolic, rather

than literal, register.

The Subjects.”

Interviewees were initially located in the seaside suburb of Glenelg where a large
percentage of elderly people reside. Many people from rural areas retire to ‘the Bay’ so
a broad section of South Australia was on offer. Others were located through a network of
acquaintances and through relatives of students | was teaching at University. Colleagues

were also instrumental in making additional contacts. Absolutely no claim is made to

Refer to Appendices for full bibliographic details of interviewees, copy of initial letter
of contact, interviews' schedule, dates of interviews, length of interviews,
transcription sample, copy of letter of permission of use and general comments
pertaining to methodology and interview details. A fuller discussion of the term
'subject' follows in this chapter.
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representativeness in this sample, rather the opposite. However, the experiences of the
people interviewed encompass wide variations, albeit operating within some common
contexts.

All but two of the interviewees were born in South Australia. Thelma Williams
(née Johnson) was born in Perth and arrived in Adelaide at the age of two years. Elsie
Wheaton (née Pullen) was born in England and came to South Australia aged fifteen
months. Twelve males and eighteen females were interviewed, the discrepancy best
represented by the longevity of females. Twelve were born in the country and spent their
childhood there, eleven were born in the city of Adelaide and ‘grew up’ in its environs,
while five spent time in both country areas and the city. The remaining two interviewees
born outside of South Australia, were city residents. The number interviewed who were
born prior to Federation was seven, of whom three were males and four females. Those
interviewed who were born prior to World War One numbered eighteen, eleven females
and seven males. Those born after 1914 and up to 1928, the cut-off point for my
interviews, number five, of whom three are female and two male.8

Fifteen of the interviewees listed themselves as Protestant, or more specifically,
two as Lutheran, seven as Methodist, one as Presbyterian, one as Congregationalist, one
as Church of Christ and three as Church of England; thirteen interviewees were Catholic,
and two interviewees were ‘brought up’ as members of the Salvation Army. All but two
of the respondents were of Anglo-Celtic origin, the exceptions belonging to the German
Community. The omission of Nunga interviewees is a deliberate one. The interplay
between white interviewer and Nunga interviewee is problematic and, with the
emergence of Aboriginal communities documenting, in both oral and written forms, their
cultural experiences, adapting the historical methods of collective biography, the

limitations of such contacts are obvious when this interviewer would have operated from

As my study encompasses the 'period' to 1939 (the declaration of World War Two was
to 'usher in' its own particular changes), it was necessary to restrict interviews to
those born in the 1920's who could comment on their experiences of the 1930's and
were not too young to remember.
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a base of minimal cultural understanding.®

All of the interviewees were ‘schooled’ in South Australia. Their schooling
encompassed a range of urban and rural State schools, urban and rural Catholic schools,
including boarding schools, rural German schools, private schools and urban Anglican day
and boarding schools. One of the interviewees was initially taught by a governess and
four of the interviewees attended both State and Catholic schools, reflecting the
availability of Catholic Schools in some rural areas.10 The length of schooling varied, as
did the number of schools attended, and was dependent upon a number of factors. Of the
Pre-Federationists, Llewellyn Fowler (born 1893) attended four State urban schools,
from the age of four years, Plympton, Glenelg, Edwardstown and a return to Plympton.
His schooling was punctuated by periods of absence obtaining necessary paid employment
and he left, aged thirteen years, in Fifth Class, when legally able to do so, and took on a
variety of labouring jobs. Molly (Mary) Dutton (born 1896) was educated by a
Governess at her parents' ;iroperty in the South-East of South Australia until she lived
with her grandmother at ‘Ferndale’ on the Beaumont Common and attended the Wilderness
School, run by the Misses Brown, at the age of eight years. She then spent three years at
St. David’s Anglican Church Day School, at Beaumont, followed by a brief spell at the
Stirling East State School, while her parents lived there. Three years at St. Michael's
Anglican Day School at Mitcham was a precursor to boarding for five years at
"Yoothamurra’, a private girls’ day and boarding school on the sea front at Glenelg. (The
predecessor to Woodlands C.E.G.G.S.). Molly left school at the age of seventeen years and
began a private kindergarten. Paddy (Clifton John) Baker (born 1897) attended the one
school, Wolsley State School, a one teacher school in the South-East of South Australia,
from the age of four years. After failing the sixth grade examination, Paddy left school at

thirteen and took a labouring job on a farm, paying ten shillings a week.

= This is not meant to negate the valuable contribution of white researchers such as
Graeme Jenkin's work on the Ngarrindjerri; rather, it supports the current work of
people like Doreen Kartinyery, a family historian of the Ngarrindjerri tribe whose
narratives are featured in the South Australian Museum's 'The Dreamtime’.

10

Refer to Appendix A regarding the type of School and years attended by Interviewees.
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Kathleen McLean (née Greenham) (born 1898) began her schooling aged five
years at Wellington Road (now Portrush Road) State School. At the age of nine years she
moved to Forestville and attended the Goodwood State School. At nearly thirteen years of
age Kathleen attended Unley High School and left at the age of sixteen years for Muirden
College. When the First World War began, Kathleen left to take an office job.

Elizabeth Noonan (née Slattery) (born 1900) attended Hornsdale State School (in
the Mid-north of South Australia) from the age of six years, and then, with her elder
sister Margaret, attended the Sisters of St. Joseph Convent at Caltowie as a weekly
boarder, from the age of nine years. At the age of twelve years she contracted diptheria
and paralysis and never returned to school.

Francis (Frank) Noonan (born 1901) attended the Sisters of St. Joseph Convent
School in Jamestown (Mid-North of South Australia) from the age of seven years. His
mother, a former governess with an extensive education herself, taught all of her six
children to read, write and play the piano prior to their school enrolment. Frank
completed his education as a boarder at Christian Brothers College, Wakefield Street,
Adelaide, which he attended in 1916 and for the first six months of 1917. He left at the
age of fifteen years and nine months believing that he was needed to help on his parents
farm (and being too young to enlist in the Great War).

Eileen O’Loughlin (born 1901) wés first taught by her mother, a former
governess, at Parakee (in the Mallee area of South Australia) where there was no school.
At the age of eight her family moved to Adelaide and she enrolled at Cabra Dominican
Convent, at Cumberland Park, as a day pupil. Eighteen months later her parents moved
her and her brothers to the St. Joseph’s School at Mitcham. Her father’s dissatisfaction
with the ‘elitist’ division between the primary and the ‘high’ school children was given
as the reason for the move. (Although Eileen was in the higher fee paying section, Mr.
O'Loughlin apparently believed all the children should mix). At the age of eleven years
her family moved back to the country and Eileen attended Butler's Bridge Public School, a
one teacher school, leaving in Fifth Class at the age of thirteen.

That age, gender, religion, ethnicity, class and geographical location shape

individual childhoods is glimpsed in just this brief litany of school experiences. This
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thesis, however, proposes that for all of the interviewees, as for all adults, their

childhood has its own particular form of validity and it is in this sense that it is analysed.

The Interviews:

All but three of the interviews was held in the interviewee's home.11 A
preliminary visit was used to familiarise the interviewees with the scope of the two
interviews to be conducted, arrange the necessary organisation of where to tape record,
and ensure that the interviewees were familiar with the purpose of the interviews, and,
more importantly, of what use they were to be put. Each interviewee received a copy of
an outline of my thesis proposal, which reinforced the content of the initial contact
telephone call, and a conditions of use form for the transcripts was discussed and left for
their perusal.12 Interviewees were then asked if they wished to participate.13 The
major area of concern was confidentiality - not of their own names being used but names
of teachers or family and kin members of whom their memories were unpleasant. It was
stressed that all interviewees could place restrictions on the usage and that this would be
respected by me.

The amount of time involved in sorting out these preliminary aspects of concern
was to prove invaluable as it minimised the power dynamic between interviewer and
interviewee and rendered the interviews less formal. It also meant that the transcript of
the interviews was accepted with eagerness and enjoyment and that corrections were
usually restricted to spellings of place names or family members et cetera.14 Only three

interviewees placed restrictions on the text and in all cases this referred to certain

Ll Llewellyn Fowler was interviewed in his unit at Milparra Nursing Home, Rostrevor,;

Kathleen McLean was interviewed in her independent accommodation at the Masonic
Village, Somerton; and Veronica Sladdin in her unit at Austral Nursing Home,
Morphettville.

12 Refer to Appendix A for copies of these forms.

s Of thirty five initial telephone calls only four persons declined a preliminary interview.
At the end of the preliminary interview all individuals consented to be involved.

14

Although notation of the spelling of place names, geographical features and family names
was made during the interviews inaccuracies occurred in some transcripts.
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individuals' names being used. No restriction was placed on the content, nor on their own
names being used, by any of the interviewees after receiving their transcript.

The questions of anonymity of interviewees is of central concern to oral
historians. While | was prepared to accede to such a demand for anonymity, if it was
forthcoming, | believe that the interpretative process at play in the interview is best
served when the interviewer is not seen to be ‘ventriloquising' the discourse of others.
The intersubjectivity of the discourse that arises at the interview is made possible only
on the basis of empathy and this can only be realised when the interviewer makes her
intentions explicit prior to the interview process rather than producing them at the end.
If this explicitness occurs initially, the interviewees do not see the need to cloak their
narratives with anonymity.

Thus, | spent a great deal of time in this preliminary interview talking about how
the individual narrative was to be utilised within the thesis and how such individual
narrative differs from other discourses. Many individuals expressed surprise and
pleasure that ‘ordinary’ people's stories had a place in a University thesis. During the
preliminary interview a personal data form was filled out by the interviewee.15 The
opportunity was taken to ask about family photograph albums, important familial
artefacts, such as birthday books, autograph books, school records/reports, published
family histories and so on. As focus material for the first interview this proved to be
most beneficial. Permission to copy and/or read certain articles was also gained. In
some cases, arrangements were made to photograph such items as an 1899 Christening
Gown and a 1914 woodwork project.

The first interview was scheduled within a week of the preliminary interview
and, with the exception of one, averaged two to three hours.16 While a detailed interview

schedule had been prepared for both interviews, | utilised an interview checklist during

o Refer to Appendix A for a copy of the Personal Data Form. This was to prove invaluable

for collating statistical data.

16 One interviewee, Mr. Bill Burns, decided mid-interview that he would rather not talk

about religious differences on tape. | decided not to proceed with a second interview.
Mr. Liewellyn Fowler's interviews were recorded in one hour blocks, due to his fragile
health. He died before interviews were completed.
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the actual tapings.17 This minimised the distraction of frequent turning of pages and,
more importantly, the desire to follow a set sequence of questions which disallowed
flexibility. Most interviewees responded well to a seemingly unfocused interview. The
first interview focused on parental relationships, kith and kin, the houses lived in,
domestic rituals, clothing, food, health, festivities, religious observances, parental
political observances and family pastimes. The second interview focused on school
routines and activities, playground activities, time spent out of school, games, hobbies
and collections, special activities, such as holidays, and friendship networks. This
interview had a second section which focused on the interviewees as parents and elicited
information about their childrearing practices, their children’s leisure and play
activities, and their beliefs about childhood. These interviews averaged two to three
hours also. One sample interview transcripts is included in Appendix A. | regret that
space does not allow for an inclusion of all transcripts. Appendix A does, however,

contain a brief summary of each interview and the interviewer's comments.

The Analysis:
How to represent the enormous qualitative information amassed from their
interviews is problematic. As Roland Barthes indicates:

...historical discourse does not follow reality, it only signifies it; it
asserts at every moment: this happened, but the meaning conveyed is only
that someone is making that assertion.18

Every discourse, far from being a reflection of the ‘object’ which it is describing,
utilises certain forms of representation which do not necessarily need a relationship of
resemblance to the object described. Linguistic artifice employs techniques of
representation; techniques which are subject to these rules of representation and not to

the nature of ‘reality’. As Jirgen Habermas puts it:

17 Refer to Appendix A for both Interview schedules and interview checklists.

i R. Barthes, 'The Death of the Author, in S. Sears, and G.W. Lord, (eds), The

Discontinuous Universe. New York. Basic Books. 1972. P.7,
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No matter how much a linguistic expression may be rooted in a situation

and reveal its specific character, there always remains a gap between this
expression and what is meant by it in the context of individual life
relations. This gap can only be closed by interpretation.19

The interviews highlight that language is above all a social instrument which
opens up the text and shows it to be another link, among many, to the muitiplicity of
culture itself. Thus a multiplicity of reasons must be acknowledged. | make no claim for
establishing the validity of any particular reading; the ground for establishing validity is
internal consistency of the text. To elaborate, one can propose that each account of the
past is a reconstruction that is controlled by a narrative textual strategy. This strategy
dictates how one is to select, from a multitude of possible details, those that may be
reorganised into another narrative which is both ‘followable’ and expresses the desired
point of view of the past. Accordingly, this reconstruction, like its narrative
predecessor, is always subject to change. For whenever new explanatory aims are set
and new questions raised, new slants on the past will be developed and new evidence
concerning the events of the past will become available. Change of this sort typifies
historical narratives of every kind.

This new ‘evidence’ becomes available primarily through remembering, or
remembering differently. One can argue, then, that there is no single, all purpose-life
history to be told, rather one can propose the concept of the construction of multiple
histories. The historical account changes whenever the major questions change; for in
the context established by each such question, different aspects of events and people and
conflictual compromised activity come to the fore in distinctive ways.

The interviewees' remembering, then, can be read as largely a function of the
linguistic and paralinguistic context established by one or another question as evidenced

in the following exchange:

Margaret: ...did you feel comfortable with your mother and father and
brothers?

Ann Barber: Yes. As far as | am concerned | had a happy
childhood. There was no constant fighting and mum and dad
never had a quarrel.

Margaret: Who would handle the punishment?

19 J. Habermas, Knowledge and Human Interest. London, Heinemann. 1972. pp.164-165.
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Ann: Mum as far as | was concerned. One of them told me that
dad really took to somebody one day but | don’t remember. |
can only ever remember getting one good spanking.

Margaret: What had you done?

Ann: My younger sister and | were sleeping together - she
was only three. She accidentally lost an eye and this time we
were sleeping together and she was annoying me and annoying
me and | gave her a smack across the ear. Mum took to me
with a stick, she really did whop me. It was a long time
before | realised that it must have frightened her because my

sister only having one eye to have her ear damaged. That was
the only time | can remember catching a spanking.20

Ann's retelling of this early fragmentary episode encompasses family structure
and sibling rivalry and serves to disrupt the motion of shaping the past from the
perspective of a ynified self in the present. The subjective element in memory, sparked
by a series of question, allows Ann to superimpose events ‘One of them told me that dad
really took to somebody one day..., to fuse events ‘As far as | am concerned | had a happy
childhood', and telescope events ‘It was a long time before | realised that it must have
frightened her...". Diachronic events are grouped together in the narrative on a
synchronic plane and considered as only one event. Psychic and social reality are inter-
related but must also be recognised as distinct and separate. It is the form of Ann’s
telling of this story that is the critical point, how she chooses to describe her childhood,
in response to my questions, how she makes use of recurrent and discernible narrative
strategies:

Margaret: ...So how were you punished if you did something wrong?

Ann: 1| don’t know. | can remember one day, and | was very

naughty - An aunty was up from the city - one of dad’s sisters

- she came up and our buggy had a trap-door in the back

where you put parcels and this day | got inside there and hid

and | knew what | was doing. And they were looking all over

the place searching for me and | was watching. And of course

we had open wells - how some of us didn’t drown | will never

know! And | saw them go over and look in the wells - finally |

gave in. But | don’t remember getting a spanking for that,
which | should have got.21

20 QHI., with Ann Barber (née Schocroft) 10/4/89.

2T bid.
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Ann, like the other interviewees, chose to represent herself in a particular way
(or ways), which is dependent on a form of seeing and telling that has much in common
with the other interviewees, even though they speak from within different class, gender,
age; religious and ethnic positions. All the accounts/narratives reveal a symbolic
acceptance of stereotyped self-presentation appropriate to the telling of a story. Humour
and irreverence formed one main code of reconstructing childhood histories, while
seriousness of intent (to be good at school, to please parents, to supplement the family
income et cetera) was the other dominant self-representation. In all the oral accounts of
‘childhood’ in this thesis, including the SA Speaks Oral History Interviews and the Eun
‘n’_Games oral interviews, a social self is produced where memory and feeling are
mediated through commonly transmitted narrative tropes.22 What becomes evident in
the interviews is that we not only have different versions of stories but different
versions of time which are shaped by the stories we live by. As Roland Barthes asserted,
narrative ‘is simply there like life itself ... international, transhistorical, trans-
cultural.’23

In the chapters which follow, the interviewees’ narratives are put forward as a
way of translating knowing into telling, a way of reading how human experiences is
fashioned into a form assimilable to structures of meaning where the narrator is not
elided and a sharp split between ‘subject’ and ‘object’ is rejected.24 In laying out the
language, the customs and the common practices of childhood and children’s play the links

between the individual and the collective are highlighted. The individual’'s notions of

22 SA Speaks, Oral History Project for the Sesquicentenary of South Australia. Mortlock
Library of South Australiana. FEun 'n Games. Arts Council of South Australia Project.
Henley Beach. S.A.

. R. Barthes, ‘Introduction to the Structural Analysis of Narratives', Music, Image. Text.
trans. Stephen Heath. Basic Books, New York, 1977. p.9.

24 The terms 'knowing' and 'telling' according to The Et logical Dictionary of the Greek
Language are the progenitors of : 'narrative’, 'narration’, 'to narrate’ and so forth
derived from the latin gnarus - 'knowing', 'acquainted with', ‘expert', and so on; and

pnarro, 'relate’, 'tell’, from the Sanskrit root gnd ('know'). It is in this sense | use the
words.
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‘common sense’ which, in this thesis, takes into account the emotional, wishful, fantasy-
ridden features of action, its adaptive and utilitarian aspects, and the influence on it of
the individual's early experiencing of intimate formative relationships and the world at
large, can be ‘read’ in the interviewees' repositories of folk wisdom, colloquial sayings,
jokes, mythology, and literature, and among other cultural products such as toys, games,
collections and so forth. That ‘common sense’ is not fixed is obvious. One only has to
turn to proverbs and maxims to find that every generalisation has a counter
generalisation, yet ‘common sense’ remains a storehouse of narrative structures and,
arguably, it remains the source of intelligibility and certainty in human affairs.25

In a sense, then, the interviews are a telling of the self and ‘the self is
reconstructed in the telling and the re-telling of the narrative. This is why | make no
claim for establishing the validity of any particular ‘reading’ or any particular ‘telling’.
‘Life history' is not static, archival, linear or literally retrievable. It is problematic.
The ground, then, for establishing any form of ‘validity’ in the narrative is its own
internal consistency. It must be remembered that an oral narrative encompasses more
than the telling, for the ‘story’ is accompanied by paralinguistic features as well. Non-
verbal behaviours also emphasise or accentuate multiple possibilities of readings. What
follows then is one reading from a multiplicity of readings.

While | earlier stated that there are more similarities than differences between
spoken and written discourse, when utilised by historians to support a particular
enquiry, one critical area of difference needs elaboration. Oral testament is meant to be
heard, not read. It is somewhat akin to listening to a symphony orchestra as opposed to
reading the score. The rhythms, pitch, stress, intonation and other phonological forms of
speech demand some normalisation of their forms when transposed into written
discourse. Whereas in writing there will be no need to repeat statements (unless utilised
as a particular literary device), in speech repetition is often necessary to ensure
comprehension. It also follows that in a written text one can attempt greater complexity

of language since one is aware that a reader can re-read the text many times.

25 For example, 'Look before you leap' has a counter proposal in 'He (sic) who hesitates is

lost'.
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Most speakers/talkers, as evidenced by the interviewees, will intuitively keep
their speech simple, preferring a large number of short uninvoilved sentences to fewer
sentences with a greater amount of subordination. In written discourse the loss of an
extremely important component of the original speech - its intonation is significant. One
can argue that the manner of the response is as important as the content. Also lost in
transposing speech into written discourse is the speaker’s accompanying paralinguistic
features, such as smiles, frowns, foot tapping, raised eyebrows, and so on which, along
with speech ellipses and pauses, can provide an opposite reading of what has been said.26

Speech highlights the manner in which memory reconstructs experience. It is
pre-eminently ‘social’ and, as such, provides a framework for analysing individual
perception. The question is continually raised as to what is pnot said, why certain events
were narrated and not others. The interviews, arguably, are the closest way of analysing
how an individual turns herself or himself into a subject. As later chapters seek to
highlight, for the most part self-constitution is not the result of active, conscious
decisions, but of subliminal socialisation. What is ‘read’ in the interviews is the way in
which one’s identity is formed by conforming oneself over time to tacitly understood
‘norms’ and generally accepted practices. Self-understanding then can be studied
‘objectively’ through a matrix of social and discursive practices.

Following Foucault's early interest in perception and in later works his interest
in the technologies of the self, it is his awareness of the visually opaque dimension within
language itself, which he called its particularly rebus-like character, that informs a
reading of the interviews.27 The ‘individual’ and ‘society’ are problematised; Foucault
regards both as effects of a production to be specified, rather than as the pre-given

objects of the human sciences. It is his consideration of events, phenomena, and

26 While the audio tapes contain speech fillers such as er.. and um.., and a range of
background noises, the transcriptions do not contain any reference to them in the final
copy. Pauses are indicated in the text and notations of laughter, smiles or anger and so
forth are entered in parenthesis next to the utterance and sequence of utterances.
However, such evocation is limited in effect.

27

Foucault wrote that '..discourse forms a tissue where the texture of the verbal is
already crossed with the chain of the visible'. M. Foucault, Baymond Roussel. Trans.
Alphonso Lingis. Evanston, Northwestern University Press, 1968. p.148.
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techniques embodied in the figure of the ‘social’ in his studies of objectivising and
subjectifying practices that has many important theoretical implications for this thesis.
In Foucauldian terms, the concept of ‘the social' refers not to the global abstraction
‘society’ but to a series of methods, techniques, and practices which have a particular
form of cohesion.28

Foucault's tracing of such methods, techniques and practices addresses the
complex constitution of hegemony. Hegemony is analysed as contributing to or
constituting a form of social cohesion not through force or cohesion, nor necessarily
through consent, but most effectively by way of practices, techniques and methods which
‘infiltrate’ minds and bodies, cultural practices which cultivate behaviours and beliefs,
tastes and desires, and needs as seemingly naturally occurring qualities and properties
embodied in the psychic and psychical ‘reality’ of the human subject.

Smart proposes that:

It is by virtue of a dual analytic focus upon forms of knowledge and

relations of power through which the human subject has been objectivised

and upon techniques of the self and related discourses in terms of which

human beings ‘have learned to recognise themselves as subjects’

respectively that Foucault's work has revealed the complex multiple

processes from which the strategic constitution of forms of hegemony may

emerge.29

Foucault's stated intention of creating ‘a history of the different modes by which
in our culture human beings are made subjects’ is implicit in his analyses of the forms
of government and self-government to which human beings have been subject, where the
concept of ‘government’ refers to the way in which the conduct of individuals or groups

might be directed. Such an action or practice is synonymous with the achievement or

exercise of hegemony.30

& While Foucault and Deleuze have given extensive outlines of 'the social', the concept is
more explicitly outlined in J. Donzelot, The Policing of Families : Welfare Versus the
State. London. Hutchinson, 1980.

Eh Barry Smart. 'The politics of Truth' in David Couzens Hoy, (ed.) Eoucault . A Critical
Reader. London. Basil Blackwell, 1986. p.160.

30

For an explicit discussion of this point see M. Foucault 'The Subject and Power' in H.L.
Dreyfus and P. Rabinow, Michel It ; uralism an ermeneutics.
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1983. | will return to criticisms of Foucault for
allegedly rendering as obsolete the concept of 'the state' later in this chapter. For my
use of the term 'hegemony' refer to pages 17-19 of the Introduction.
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Finally then the interviews are ‘analysed’ as processes whereby meaning is
produced at the same time as ‘subjects’ are fabricated and positioned in social relations.
The process of signification implicit in memory gives shape to the ‘reality’ it implicates.
It is not the lexis chosen by the interviewees that is determinant or ‘representative’ of
their sense of ‘reality’, rather it is the practices which constitute everyday lives and are
produced and reproduced as an integral part of the production of signs and signifying
practices.

Consider the following:

Coralie Green : ... don’t think we went without food during

the Depression. | can remember going without luxuries. |

can remember one of my birthdays my father must have gone

up to do the grocery shopping, | kept looking at those little

frogs, chocolate frogs with green through. They used to sell

half a dozen of those in a little box, pink and chocolate and

apricot - and | used to look at these and drool.... | think they

were sixpence halfpenny for the whole set. | would say ‘Can

we have those?’. Well, the only birthday present | can

remember ever having is a box of those cakes. That is the

only birthday present | can remember. (Smiles and laughs).

We got others but it is the only one | remember and the best

part about it was everybody else was drooling because they all

wanted some. (Laughter). | don’t think | ate them all but the

idea was | could have my pick and if | wanted to | could eat the

whole lot by myself. But | would like to think | shared with

the others, but | am not sure. (Laughter.)31

While one can ‘read’ this text at its literal, denotative language level, which
implies that the linguistic sign (the lexis) has a given, fixed meaning within the closed
order of language, that would be to deny the specifity of the social practices which
produced this text/discourse and denies the process of the ‘subject's’ conceptualisation.
It reduces ‘a word’ (a morpheme), and therefore a language system, to an uncomplicated
referent of ‘the real' world. It negates the view that meaning occurs through the
functioning of a subject and proposes instead that meaning occurs only through the fixed
position of a sign.

The ‘frog cake’ is a delightful story at its literal, denotative level. But it can also

be read as a signifier of a number of unconscious (and conscious) chains of meaning for

allegedly rendering as obsolete the concept of 'the state' later in this chapter. For my
use of the term 'hegemony' refer to pages 17-19 of the Introduction.

- QHI., Coralie Green (née Ravenscroft). 5/9/88.
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Coralie. Her desire for, and the possession (and consumption) of the frog cake can be
read in muitiple symbolic registers, in her retelling of her relationship with her father
(frequently out of work) and her mother (according to Coralie a dominant, self-absorbed
woman), her feelings of not being a ‘wanted’ child (her mother was very ill at the time of
her birth and she was then the youngest of two brothers and a sister), her acute
awareness of her ‘hand-me-down’ clothes, and her sense of alienation from her peers due
to her parents’' intense Christian public preachings. In her retelling of this narrative
Coralie is redescribing, reinterpreting, recontextualising, and reducing (or augmenting)
various discursive subject positions jn_the present. The past is used to make the present
more intelligible and the present is used to make the past more intelligible, which is to
say, more coherent, continuous and convincing. Coralie’s historical narrative is situated
in the present. According to Shafer, it is only when these new versions of the narrative
are given a secure place in a continuous, coherent and convincing ‘life history’ that
personal change and further development is facilitated.32 For Coralie, the ‘frog cake’
signifies multiple meanings which will never remain fixed or constant.

The sense of a narrative ‘event’ as an always ongoing dialogue is evident in
Coralie’s memories of her family’'s involvement in her mother's welfare work during the
depression:

Coralie: | think she saw the need and got an office. She used

to go to the office every afternoon in Victoria Square. They

used to sing in the street. | hate the thought of it, (shudders)

but they did, we all did, the whole family - the boys used to

play the violin!

Margaret: What would you sing?

Coralie: Hymns....They would take up a collection and then
she’d use that money to do welfare work during the week.

Margaret: Where would you go to sing?

Coralie: You know where Myer is in Rundle Mall? At the
side of Rundle Mall every Sunday night.... Salvation Army
used to be at one end and when they finished we’'d start. They
would preach - both her and my father. Same sort of thing as
the Salvation Army. Very much like that. | don’t think they

e Roy Shafer, The Analylic_Attitude. Basic Books, N.Y. 1983. See in particular Chapter

11. 'Psychoanalytic Interpretation’. pp.183-193.
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saw themselves as being in opposition to the Salvation Army
or | don’t know why they thought they were necessary rather
than the Salvation Army. | don’t know that they had anything
better to offer. | think they thought the Salvation Army were
too conservative because they were against smoking, lipstick,
and things like that. They thought they were a little bit more
liberated.... | picked up these vibes that one of the reasons
we weren’t acceptable in society was religion. | picked that
up very early on.... What | can remember, | was about Grade
Four, the worst thing you could ever imagine was that you’'d
see a child from school come there. And | would try very hard
to hide behind my sister or brothers. | can remember that
time saying something to my parents. | was told ‘this is what

we do for Jesus’, or something like that.33

| use this lengthy fragment of discourse to focus on the myriad modes in which
this text can be read. | have appropriated it in this context in one way and readers of the
thesis will reconstruct it in many other ways, all of which are ‘readings’ and
appropriations embedded in historically specific processes of reading and interpretation.
For Coralie, and all the others interviewed, this is not just 'a story’ with a fixed
meaning, it is a text/narrative capable of taking on many other forms in other contexts.
Coralie’s articulations are products of discursive practices. As the meanings signified in
the text are many, so too is the language used to convey ‘the real’. In the retelling of

one's childhood there is always a sense of multiple voices, multiple childhoods.

nstructin

The world of images and signs experienced during ‘childhood’ are constructed and
reconstructed in the interviewee's memories spatially, temporally and, in the moments
of retelling, dialectically. The complex and complicated material, symbolic and semiotic
positioning of children ( as ‘child’, ‘male’, ‘female’, ‘son’, ‘daughter’, ‘friend’,
‘brother’, ‘sister’, ‘schoolchild’. ‘student’, ‘truant’, ‘girl’, ‘boy’, ‘consumer’ and so
forth) as aged and gendered subjects in social and cultural history are made ‘accessible’
for reflection, for both speaker and listener (scriptor and reader) in the oral discourses.

As | have asserted, how these constructions of subjectivity are ‘read’ remains
problematic in that the ‘meanings’ made by individuals of their childhood do not remain

fixed or static; the texts are not ‘representing’ a unified self, rather they are polyvocal

e QOH]I., Coralie Green.
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texts. In learning how we ‘read’, that is how all of us have been positioned to read social
and cultural texts, it is necessary to have some insights into the centrality of the roles
‘language’ plays in the construction of ‘identity.” | wish to spend some time elaborating
the notions of language, knowledge, power and the subject which underpin this thesis. In
philosophical terms 'the subject’ is the generic term for ‘the person’, ‘the individual' or
the human being. In psychological terms ‘the individual’ is synonymous with ‘the
subject’. In this thesis ‘the subject’ is postulated as being constituted in and through the
social domain. ‘Subjectivity’ refers to individuality and self-awareness, that is the
condition of being a subject, which is ‘read’ not as a singular unity but focuses on a
multiplicity of dynamic subjects, who are always positioned in relation to particular
discourses and practices which constitute the condition of being subject. This is an
important perspective if one is to make links between a diverse and contradictory social
domain and the muitiple and contradictory subject.

How are subjects positioned within language? In linguistics, in his seminal
Course in General Linguistics, Ferdinand de Saussure referred to the synchronic
approach of examining the ‘here’ and ‘now’ of everyday language, the static and
unchanging aspect of language at a given point in time.34 De Saussure’s emphasis on the
synchronic, as opposed to the diachronic which seeks to understand the elements of
language in terms of their origin, centred on the belief that only the relationship between
the elements of a given language could provide access to the meaning, or significance of
these elements. De Saussure pointed out that etymology in no way provides a knowledge of
the present meanings of words. The reason for this is that the relationship between

signifier (a particular sound image) and signified (the concept) is arbitrary.35

co Ferdinand de Saussure, Course in General Linguistics. Fontana. 1974.

oD To elucidate what follows it is important to outline how de Saussure defined this

relationship. 'The bond between the signifier and the signified is arbitrary. Since |
mean by sign the whole that results from the associating of the signifier with the
signified, | can simply say: the linguistic sign is arbitrary. The idea of 'sister' is not
linked by any inner relationship to the succession of sounds s-o-r which serves as its
signifer in French; that it could be represented equally by just any other sequence is
provided by the differences among languages and by the very existence of different
languages: the signified 'ox' has its signifier b-o-f on one side of the border and o-k-s
(Ochs) on the other'. Ibid., pp.67-68.
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The meaning of a word then, according to de Saussure, can only be established in
terms of how it functions in relation to other words. Language is a system and when it
comes to describing the functions of the elements in this system, synchrony has a
primacy over diachrony.

Along with Roland Barthes, who supported de Saussure's theory of the arbitrary
nature of the sign and extended it to encompass his belief that the meaning and nature of
the literary text is founded on the configuration or arrangement of the definable elements
in texts and not in the privileging of ‘authorship’,36 de Saussure’s theory of language has
been criticised for relying implicitly on a rationalist theory of meaning and
consciousness because it rests on a notion of signs as representing ideas which precede
any actual utterance and are, subsequently, timeless and context free. Yet, while de
Saussure’'s use of the sign remains problematic it focused critical attention on the
distinction between language as speech and as writing, and the meaning, or signification,
of practices and their effects. The importance of Course of General Linguistics was the
attempt to define these differences.

Langage was defined as the term which designates language per se. Langage
includes within its scope all systems which can be viewed as a system of exchange in
which the relationship between a signifier and a signified is arbitrary. Lanque,
according to de Saussure, is the generic term designating all natural languages. In this
sense it can be translated literally as ‘tongue’ (of a nation or of a people). Parole on the
other hand is understood as referring to the individual speech utterance activated within
a particular |langue. Different speech acts, therefore, can take place within one uniform
langue. De Saussure went on to point out the basis of this, that lanque is the common
structure or grammar which enables one to identify many heterogeneous speech acts as
belonging to the same natural language. A more profound sense of the terms arise if

lanque is understood to designate the structure or grammar of a multitude of speech acts,

36 . . . . . . .
Barthes wrote: '...the modern writer (scriptor) is born simultaneously with his text; he

(sic) is in no way supplied with a being which precedes or transcends his writing, he is
in no way the subject of which his book is the predicate; there is no other time than that
of the utterance, and every text is eternally written here and now.' Roland Barthes,
'The Death of an Author', in S. Sears and G.W. Lord (eds.), The Discontinuous Universe.
1972. p.10.
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and parole is understood as referring to the ‘empirical’ manifestations of |angue. In a de
Saussurian sense, parole refers to the manifest content and langue refers to the latent
form of any particular language.37 In terms of writing histories this theory has
profound implications, both for the way that ‘history’ has been written and for the way
that ‘history’ has been understood. In general, empiricist texts have failed to
acknowledge any discontinuity between perception and a system of representation.38 In
such texts language functions as though it were a transparent veil which never impedes a
direct access to the ‘object’. Empiricism is read as unconscious of langage
(langue/parole). While de Saussure's theory of representation has had many criticisms
for privileging the phonemic level over the orthographic level, it has fixed attention on
the construction and constitution of the speaking subject in language, and, of central
import to this thesis, the constitution and construction of ‘identity’ (subjectivity) in and

through the |angage of history.

The positioning of subjects in langage was further focused upon as the ‘subject’ of
theoretical debate by Pécheux, who coined the concept of inter discourse.39 As elaborated
by Woods, Pécheux, argued that the constitution of subjects is always specific in respect
of each subject "...and this can be conceived of in terms of a single, original (and mythic)
interpellation - the entry into language and the symbolic - which constitutes a space
wherein a complex of continually interpellated subject forms interrelate, each subject
form being a determinate formation of discursive processes.40 For Pécheux, the
discursive subject is therefore an inter discourse, the product of the effects of discursive
practices traversing the subject throughout its history , the critical distinction from the

theories of de Saussure is that Pécheux privileged the site of interpellation, not ‘the

2l This is a simplified approximation only.

38 To paraphrase Foucault and Barthes, we can never say what we see because what we
see does not reside in what we say. Language always demonstrates its capacity 1o 'say
something quite other than what it says'.

. Marcel Pécheux, Analyze Automatique du Discourse. Paris. Dunod 1969 and Les Vérites
de la Palice. Paris. Maspero. 1975. R. Woods 'Discourse analysis : the work of Marcel
Pécheux', in |deology and Consciousness, No. 2. Autumn, 1977.

40

Woods, Ibid., p.36.
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subject’. The intersection between constituted subjects and specific discursive positions
presents as the site of ideological struggle. 'Interpellation’ has been variously
conceptualised, but of interest to this discourse is Althusser's notion of ‘interpellation’.
In his grappling with the question ‘Is the subject constitutative or constituted?’
Althusser drew on the traditions of structuralism, whose central theses were the critique
of the notion of the individual as both the ultimate origin and the destination of history
and the concomitant emphasis on social, linguistic and cultural structures as the
determinant elements in the explanation of social phenomena.41

Althusser proposed the term ‘interpellation’ to describe how a subject recognises
himself or herself in imaginary relations. Laclau expanded the term’'s usage by locating
it at the level of discourse : ‘what constitutes the unifying principte of an ideological
discourse is the "subject" interpellated and thus constituted through this discourse.'42
Ideological struggle, then, can be read as being located at the level of the interplay
between the subject and the discursive. However, there remains a degree of
interpretative difference.

This stress on contradictory interpellation emphasises the unstable, provisional
and dynamic properties of positioning, rather than adopting a static sociological
ascription which posits the subject as identifying with the dominant discourses or being
in opposition to them. Pécheux's concept of ‘interdiscourse’ transforms the relation of
one text/one subject to that of a multiplicity of texts/subject relations, in which
encounters can be understood not in isolation but only in the moments of their

combination. Subjects too, have ‘histories’. In accepting this premise the primacy of

o In Althusser's essay, 'ldeology and ldeological State Apparatuses', he theorized the

ideological as a level which, though determined 'in the last instance’ by the economic,
was in practice 'relatively autonomous'. His argument was that the primary ‘ideological
state apparatuses' of modern times are the family, the church and the school, with
different ones being differentially effective depending on the historical epoch.
Althusser's distinction between the 'real' and ‘imaginary' relations to the economy
allowed him to break with the conception of ideology as simple representation. He
contended that people act 'as if' the ideological is 'real' and by doing this make it the
reality they 'live'. L. Althusser, 'ldeclogy and ldeological State Apparatuses’, in Lenin

and Philosophy and Other Essays. Condon, New Left Books. 1971.

42 E. Laclau. Politics and Ideology in Marxist Theory. London, New Left Books, 1977,

p.63.
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signification as the process of making sense of subjectivities, as opposed to
‘representation’, is stressed. It is a production not a representation. The argument is
that a ‘reality’ represented does not determine the representation or the means of
representation. Rather, the process of signification jtself gives shape to the reality it
implicates.43 The issues of ‘the real’ and ‘representation’ are critical to the position
developed in this thesis, which extends from these problematics to produce the notion of
discursive practice, rather than signifying practice and includes the conception of social
regulation.

The importance of the construction of subjectivity within language and the
effectivity of subject positioning within ‘ideology’ needs to be addressed not just in
universal terms but in an historically specific mode. The use of Foucault’'s approach to
histories of the production of knowledge and his position in relation to language can now
be discussed within the general theoretical frameworks | have just explicated. In The
Archaeology of Knowledge Foucault outlined his position in relation to language by
constructing it through the historical location and critique of various dominant theories
of language and linguistics. He grouped and identified these theories under the categories
of formalisation and interpretation. His criticism of the ‘formalist system’ (represented
by de Saussure and Derrida) centred on that ‘school’s’ conception of language as an
autonomous structure, with its own laws of construction and application. He also
criticised the way specific language functions/concepts such as the ‘sentence’, the
‘proposition’ and the ‘speech act’ have been conceptualised in Anglo-American discourse
analysis. In Foucault's view the totalisation and particularisation of concepts sharing
common criteria for specifying language as an analytical object through and in which
certain uniform and general features are identified, highlighting i formal and universal
features, denies or ignores the ‘historical specificity’ of the particulai 'inguistic act and

the ‘historical determinations’ which may influence its appearance.44

43 For an informative and succinct discussion of 'representation' see J. Henriques, et al,
Changing the Subject. Psychology, social requlation and subjectivity. Methuen. London.
1984, Particularly, Introduction to Section 2. pp.91-118.

44

In a particularly interesting passage, Foucault queries 'Has not ths practice of
revolutionary discourse and scientific discourse in Europe over the past two hundred
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In defining interpretation as the second dominant feature of general theories of
language, Foucault posited that this concept is embedded in a methodology which sections
the written and/or the spoken in dualistic terms of its ‘internal’ and ‘external’ aspects.
An assumption is made that ‘beneath’ the external forms of language lies a ‘sovereign
subjectivity’ which in philosophical terms is understood as the logos of reason. In
neither the formalisation nor [nterpretation systems of language is there contained the
possibility of an analysis of the particular historical conditions under which individual
linguistic formulations have appeared. Foucault rejects the notion that language owes the
forms of its appearance to the particular and not general conditions and posits that there
is no total or exhaustive account of language. Hence, particularly in The Archaeology of
Knowledge, Foucault conceptualised a way in which individual linguistic elements, which
he referred to as statements, are linked by a coherence to form and define a distinct field
of objects (‘madness’, ‘criminality’, for example), a particular repertoire of concepts,
a specific régime of truth (which pays as much attention to what is left unsaid as what is
said), and a definite set of subject positions. Foucault defined such coherent formations
as discursive practices. He explicated that the coherence of a specific body of statements
constituting a particular discourse is governed and defined by the principle of
reqularity.45 Such a concept attempts to account for the ways in which statements are
combined and coexist under determinate historical conditions. It attempts to define the
conditions of formation under which specific types of statements are consistently
distributed and dispersed over a given series of places within the discursive field. As
such, Foucault’s understanding of the position occupied by subjects within language and

discourse marks a radical departure from the positions espoused by de Saussure,

years freed you from this idea that words are wind, an external whisper, a beating of
wings that one has difficulty in hearing in the serious matter of history?' Michel

Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge. Ibid., p.71.

2 This is perhaps, in its English usage, an unfortunate choice of terms because Foucault

does not in any way mean to imply a regularity based on formal rules of construction.
He rejects any notion of an idealist, self-generating structure. For a practical
delineation of the deployment of the principle of regularity and the position(s) occupied
by subjects within discourse see Michel Foucault, Discipline_and Punish. New York.
Pantheon. 1977., and The History of Sexuality, Vol. . New York. Pantheon. 1978.
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Derrida, Althusser, Lacan, and Freud.48 The theorisation of subjectivity in the
linguistic, semiological and psychoanalytic traditions, while varying in their
understanding of the ways in which subjects are positioned within language, have a
common theoretical position which attempts to construct general principles of
subjectivity and language which are assumed to remain constant over time and across
cultures.

For Foucault the subject of a linguistic statement is absolutely ‘general’ : ‘in so
far as it can be filled by virtually any individual when he (sic) formulates the statement;
and in so far as one and the same individual may occupy in turn, in the same series of
statements, different positions, and assume the role of different subjects’.47 According
to Foucault, such a position can be maintained because the enunciation of a discursive
statement is not dependent on the subject/author as its cause of origin but rather on ‘the
prior existence of a number of effective operations that need not have been performed by
one and the same individual....'48

To understand Foucault's delineation of the operation of power within a discourse
it must be ‘read’ in conjunction with Foucault's theorising of the enunciative subject.
For Foucault the exercise of power relations is not seen as external to a particular
discursive practice and as such it should not be sought ‘in the primary existence of a
central point, in a unique source of sovereignty from which secondary and descendant
forms would emanate’.49 Power is imminent/implicit in the constitution of discourse, it
defines the type of relations of force which operate within a specific discursive practice
and it distributes (hierarchically) the various discursive subject positions within a

field of unequal relations. Within Foucault’s framework of the constitution of

46 Although | have not elaborated the discursive positions of Derrida, Lacan and Freud, at
this stage, fuller discussions follow in the thesis.

i Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge. p.94.

. Ibid.

49

Foucault, The History of Sexuality. p.93.
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subjectivity, power is not ‘held’ or exercised by particular individuals, nor does it
result ‘from the choice or decision of an individual subject.’s0

It is important to acknowledge in this delineation of power-knowledge-subject
constructions that detractors of Foucault have accused him of generating ‘discourse
babble’ and ‘discourse determinism’. Indeed it would appear to be far easier for some
critics to pose questions such as "Is everything discourse?" or "Is power everywhere and
nowhere in particular?" as end points rather than analyse such recalcitrant concepts in
any detail. 51 Perhaps for some critics the task becomes too daunting when, in its
general sense, discourse has such a long ancestry.52 It is within the complex genealogy
of discourse that Foucault comes to oppose the pre-eighteenth century view of discourse
as assertion and possession, of permanent and universal human reason, and of absolute
objective truth. Where ‘knowledge’ was seen as the process of enunciation itseif, not the
object of that enunciation. ‘To be finite, then, would simply be to be trapped in the laws
of a perspective which, while allowing a certain apprehension - of the type of perception
or understanding - prevents it from ever being universal and definitive intellection’.53
To theorise an answer to ‘is discourse everything?’ one has to recognise that Foucault
attempted to tie a variety of theoretical works, ranging from the semiotic to the

psychological to the philosophical, to his histories of knowledges in his examination of

50

Ibid., p.95.

- Jeffrey Weeks, Sex, Politics and Society - The requlation of sexuality since 1800.
Longman, London. 1981., and Jeffrey Weeks "Foucault for Historians”. History
Workshop Journal 14, Autumn, 1982. pp.106 - 119,

5¢ An excellent epistemic approach to understanding fundamental shifts in, and
development of, modern Western discourse is contained in Timothy J. Reiss. The
Discourse of Modernism. Cornell University Press. London, 1982.

53

Michel Foucault, The Order of Things. (Trans. from Les mots et les choses.) New York,
1973. p.373. Later in the book Foucault writes: ' this is why the analysis of finitude
never ceases to use, as a weapon against historicism, the part of itself that historicism
has neglected: its aim to reveal, at the foundation of all the positivities and before
them, the finitude that makes them possible; where historicism fought for the
possibility and justification of concrete relations between limited totalities, whose mode
of being was pre-determined by life, or by social forms, or by the signification of
language, the analytic of finitude tries to question this relation of a human being to the
being which, by designating finitude, renders the positivities possible in their concrete
mode of being.' p.393.
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the emergence and functioning of the human sciences. My readings of his various texts
allows me the proposal that such a question, ‘is discourse everything?’, betrays an
insufficient understanding of the attempts Foucault made to reveal that while there may
be rules regarding possible statements, which delimit the sayable, they do not imply a
closure; in practice discourses delimit what can be said, whilst simultaneously providing
the spaces (the concepts, analogies, models and metaphors) for making new statements
within any specific discourse. Thus, in this thesis, the construct ‘child’ is positioned
within various discourses - the discourses of mental measurement and cognitive
development, to name but two. It is proposed that discourse is more usefully regarded as
the result of a practice of production which is at once material, discursive and complex;
inscribed always in relation to other practices of production of discourse. Borrowing
from Henriques et al:

Every discourse is a part of a discursive complex; it is locked in an
intricate web of practices, bearing in mind that every practice is by
definition both discursive and material. The problem is to decide which
discourses and practices in a specific instance ... constitute the complex,
what effects the different parts of the complex have and for what
reasons.s4

To return, somewhat briefly, to the earlier contention that Foucault has
substituted an idea of subjectless power for the concept of ‘the state’, this is, at best, a
reductionist analysis of his works. In the context of this thesis there is an attempt to
apply Foucauldian analyses to work towards a theory of subjectivity which implies a
different politics of transformation. The sites of ‘the family’, ‘the neighbourhood’, ‘the
school’, ‘the playground’ and so forth are analysed to reveal how the very notion of the
‘individual’, of ‘child’ and of ‘play’ is a product of discourses which have developed
through the emergence of governmental practices of individualising techniques of power
which are deployed in everyday life and directed at individuals. The concept of
‘children’'s play’, because of its insertion in modern social and psychological practice,
has helped to constitute the very form of modern individuality. The maxim that ‘every
child plays’ is a taken-for-granted, common-sense fact about human beings and our lived

experience. That this way of understanding ourselves, of seeing ourselves, is the ‘result’

21 Henriques, et al., Changing the Subject, p.106.
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of an historically specific production can only be understood when the meanings and
assumptions about ‘childhood’ and about ‘play’ are deconstructed. How the modern form
of individuality has been constructed is a prerequisite for understanding and bringing
about change in any hegemonic situation. The insertion of pormalised play practices into
notions of child development, and into progressive pedagogical practice, is traced in the
thesis as one way of showing that the practices cannot be separated from the social and
political conditions surrounding that practice.

The use of Foucault's approach to histories of the production of knowledge is an
important feature in this thesis. ‘Play’ is posited as a body of knowledge and its ‘history’
is traced (retraced) from the recognition of the complexity and historicity of its
production and development in relation to ‘normalised’ play notions. The construction of
the ‘individual’ imbricated within these practices and technologies forms a second focus
for analysis. As such, an attempt is made to trace the emergence of the ‘child’ and ‘play’
as both an object of scientific enquiry, an object of specific practices such as schooling,
and as the recipient of a number of normalising practices, such as child-rearing, play
behaviour, and so forth, as part of the production of the individual as the ‘normal’
subject-form. Genealogical approaches pose questions as to why specific notions of the
subject (‘child’, ‘play’) as an individual entity have become part of current notions of
‘childhood’, of child development and educational practice and analyse the body of
statements and historically specific events (the debates, the official reports, the
establishment of compulsory schooling et cetera) which had demonstrable effectivity in
the development of ‘play’ as a central notion of child-life. To paraphrase Foucault, such
traces reveal how subjectivity ‘introduces itself into history and gives it the breadth of
life'.55

Too often ‘historical’ works examining the operation of various institutional
sites, particularly the apparatus of ‘the state’, have paid too little attention to the
structures of language, the modes of signification, and theories of subjectivity, which

play(s) a crucial role in the construction of ‘official’ discourses. There is an urgent

55 Michel Foucault, 'ls it useless to revolt?'. Philosophy and Sgcial Criticism, Vol. 8. 1981,

p.8.
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need to pay attention to both language structure and usage in historically specific
locations in order to understand how and why ‘speaking subjects’ are continually
repositioned within the symbolic order, thought ‘historically’ to be a particular
formation of social practices and discourses.56 If one is to conceive of a range of socially
and institutionally constructed possible subjectivities available to individuals, then close
attention to forms of language within discursive practices is essential.

From de Saussure to Foucault, and including the works of many other researchers
not discussed, one becomes aware of the lack of an extant language for speaking and
writing about histories of childhoods; of the critical need to deconstruct empiricist
notions of ‘historical time’ - of ‘past’ and ‘present’ as an homogeneous linear sequence of
events; of the critical need to decentre diachronic approaches to writing ‘history’; and
the need to perceive of all historical discourses as products of re-memorisation.57

The ‘subject’ of ‘childhood’ has suffered from the problematics of periodisation
and chronology. With many historians the distinction between the individual and the
collective has been blurred. This thesis attempts to evoke a sense of many beginnings and
many foundations, as well as many possible subjectivities. Perhaps by focusing on the
possibility of multiple subjectivities this is one way in which an ‘historian’ can attain a
sense of ‘objectivity’. Luisa Passerini is sensitive to this notion in regards to oral
histories, as is Paul Thompson:

We cannot afford to lose sight of the peculiar specifity of oral material,

and we have to develop conceptual approaches - and indeed insist upon that

type of analysis - that can succeed in drawing out their full implications.

Above all, we should not ignore that the raw material of oral history

consists not just in factual statements, but is pre-eminently a

representation and expression of culture, and therefore includes not only

literal narrations but also the dimension of memory, ideology and sub-
conscious desires.58

i | recognize that the phrase 'speaking subjects' is in itself problematic. To deploy such a

phrase is to imply a particular glass of discourse, a class based on the assumption of the
identity of an 'I'. It becomes the index of a discursive class that conceals the necessity
for conceiving of discourse as a practice of imposition and ordering.

o While holding a very different theoretical position to Freud, it is interesting to note that

Freud's concept of 'screen-memory’ emerged in the light of his work on childhood

memories as evinced in such works as Leonardo da Vinci and a Memory of His Childhood.

58 Paul Thompson, The Voice of the Past : Oral History. Oxford University Press. 1978. p

103.
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| believe that Thompson's use of the terms ‘representation’ and ‘ideology’ (in his
sense as particular representations of social reality) to be somewhat limiting, in that it
proposes a relation of appearance to essence or phenomenal form to real form, and | have
previously argued that the ‘reality’ represented in the oral interviews in this thesis does
not determine the representation or the means of representation, rather it is the process
of signification (the notion of discursive) itself that gives shape to the reality it
implicates. However, | consider the work of such historians as Thompson, Passerini and
Tréger, in the relation of narrative discourse to ‘the real’, to be of particular import to
this thesis. Their works have offered a challenge to dominant claims about the real and
existing (and pre-existing) power relations to appear rational and objective, and have
opened-up the dichotomised spectrum of ‘public’ memory versus ‘private’ memory. As
such, the works of Thompson, Tréger and Passerini provide an impetus for the analysis
of functioning subjects in the production of knowledge and in making history, and the
analysis of the functioning of discourse in the production of everyday social and material
life.

Memory, as discourse, is caught in a materiality which is an historical product.
As such, memory, as ‘truth’, can no longer be formulated in terms of closeness to the
truth, but as part of a wider network of ‘what can one say?’, ‘what is to be done?’; that is
in terms of régimes of truth and the politics of truth. For the interviewees, it is not
important to establish the truth of their childhood but to acknowledge that we are always
dealing with already stated positions and continuing struggles about what makes sense and
what it is to be. The subject of children’s play, the discourse, its ‘author’ or speaker, is
itself imbricated in a web of ‘calculations’. Truth is at once a material, discursive,
political and subjective question.

Notions of the_real, and truth, and the need for a symbolic language are implicit in
the oral history research work of Anna Maria Tréger. Tréger's interviews with
survivors of the bombing of German cities, during the Second World War, particularly
women who lived in Berlin, posit that there was a great need to maintain an ‘independent

subjectivity’ as the greatest effect, long term, of this experience is in the psychological
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realm.59 She contrasts her recognition that there is an obvious need to talk about these
experiences with the ‘public’ and ‘private’ cultural speechlessness ‘a painful lack of
words, of metaphors, or an appropriate language signifying the human experience which
denotes the anthropological meaning of airborne warfare’.60 Troger's research
highlighted the discordance between ‘public’, official discourse about Germany's
involvement in World War Two and women's memories of their experiences. Yet,
significantly, she relates that, despite an ability to verbalise their experiences, a
protective smoke-screen about ‘accountability’ (for fascism, nazism, concentration
camps, and Jewish ‘pogroms’) is always held in place. ‘That victims are responsible too,
even for their own victimisation, never crosses their mind ... If it had, its impact would
have been truly revolutionary on the way women see themselves in history, as historical
subjects instead of being objects of history’.61

That this element of contradictory subjectivity is inherent in Tréger's oral
history research is not surprising as it exists in all oral narrative, and, as such,
‘contradictoriness’ necessarily undermines the concept of an unified self and subject,
which the narrative ‘form’ ostensibly accepts. (In the interviews | conducted this
‘contradictoriness’ revealed itself more as a shifting sense of self articulated in different
speech forms.) In Passerini's sixty-seven interviews with men and women who
experienced a twenty-year period of fascism in ltaly, she utilised the interviews to focus
on the styles of speech chosen by her interviewees to recount their memories.62 How
what is said may be heard as an expression of a set of collective experiences (the
collective identity of workers in Turin between the Wars), is of primary import, not
that of reconstructing individual lives. Passerini ‘reads’ across a series of personal

testimonies to discover the collective representations they employ.

2U2 Anna Maria Tréger. ‘The Conceptualisation of the Subject in Oral History and Feminist
Research’. Paper presented at the Humanities Research Centre Conference, University
of Adelaide, August 1986.

80 Ibid.

2 Ibid.

62

Passerini, ‘Memory’.
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Both historians provide a reading of oral history as a way of understanding
individual subjects and subjectivities, and both ask questions as to what it means to exist
(to be a female child, a man, a schoolchild, the writer/researcher) the ‘I', the ‘we’, the
‘they’, and the ‘us’. They show in their interviews that all historical sources are, in
dichotomous terminology, false and therefore have to be confronted so that they are
shown as filters for certain angles and views. Most importantly both Passerini and
Troger's interviews demonstrate that the unconscious must be taken more heavily into
historical consideration.

Troger, in particular, is interested in reworking a proposal of the ‘subject’, in
which an individual constitutes himself/herself in active exchange with the world. This
mirroring or reflecting of oneself is not unlike Lacan’s work on linking the psyche to the
social domain.63 It is within oral narratives that one becomes aware that the notion of a
unitary subject is a myth, a chimera produced through the social condition of a
particular society. In Lacanian theory it is the entry into language which is the ‘pre-
condition for becoming conscious or aware of oneself as a distinct entity, within the
terms set by pre-existing social relations and cultural laws. Of central concern to this
thesis is Lacan’'s argument that such a process simultaneously founds the unconscious -
‘the unconscious is structured like a language’'.64 This is consistent with Freud's early
texts, particularly The Interpretation of Dreams (1900), which detailed that repressed
ideas, memories, dreams and fantasies must be spoken if they are to be recovered. Needs,

wishes and desires, as outlined and distinguished by Freud, in his structural theory of the

63 | am sure that Troger would dismiss an elaborated analysis of any notions of strong

links between Hegel and post-structualism, yet, inherent in her work is a re-working of
Hegel's notions of becoming, of recognition and reflection, of consciousness as identity,
that is the notion that subjectivity is developed within discursive relations. Even within
Hegel's statement that ‘'all history is the history of the struggle between master and
slave' there is the possibility of transcending this negative dialectic. The 'autonomous
self' is capable of forging a sense of being other than that of a 'slave’. If oral history is
read, in an Hegelian sense, as a history of the fight between master and slave, it
inherently contains the seeds of its own dichotomous dissolution. If there is no unitary
self, there is no unitary 'master' or 'slave’. Both 'master' and 'slave' can be read as
historical constructs produced and positioned within multiple discursive relations and
practices.

64 An elaborated discussion of Lacan, in relation to sexuality, is contained in Chapter 7. It

is Lacan's account of the deconstruction of the unitary subject that is of import to this
chapter.
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Mind (the Ego and the Id, and the introduction of the tripartite division in the psyche
between the conscious, pre-conscious and unconscious systems) assumes a central
position in Lacan's theorising of the functioning of the unconscious in terms of
language.65 Where Freud talked of ‘memory traces’ , Lacan drew on de Saussure’s
account of the linguistic sign.

Regarding the unconscious as consisting of a chain of signifiers, or relationships
between them, Lacan drew on Jakobson’s notions of metaphor and metonymy to refer to
these relationships.66 Metaphor applies to synchronic relationships, relationships
based on similarity, or to vertical aspects of the linguistic code, whereas, metonymy
applies to diachronic aspects, relations of contiguity, of the successive, linearly
progressive relationships between signs. These notions are particularly demonstrated in
the imagery and working of dreams. Within the framework of the thesis, the workings of
the unconscious, in relation to the ‘needs’ and ‘desire’ to play, requires not just a
psychoanalytic analysis but a social and historical explanation. Moving away from
Lacan’s emphasis on symbolic order towards a concept of positioning ‘subjects’ within
discursive practices, it could become more useful to investigate children’s play in terms
of the functioning of social regulation through the register of desires and the
instrumentalisation of pleasures.

Thus, one can argue that the social regulation of children's play can function, not
only in a sense through overt oppression, but rather through defining the parameters and
content of choice, fixing how individuals come to want what they want. ‘Playing’, then, as
a construct, cannot be understood outside the discursive parameters which construct its
parameters and ‘norms'. Why did some of the women | interviewed respond to questions
about playing with boys with ‘Oh, | never bothered with them. You just knew you were

supposed to play with the girls’? Why were certain desires manifested in some girls and

6 , . . : ) :
) In this account the unconscious is the site of repressed ideas, and the pre-conscious

consists of memories not currently present in consciousness but to which it already has
access. In reading oral narrative it is crucial, then, to understand that the unconscious
is not the seat of drives or instincts, but of jdeational representatives, signs or
memories. These become attached to wotds and find psychical expression.

00 See R. Jakobson and M. Halle, Fundamentals of Language. The Hague. Mouton. 1956.
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not others? How are these desires produced over the course of an individual's
development? Under what conditions can these desires be accessed? In oral narratives
one can attempt to explore the historical location, production and the specificity of the
discourses for understanding desires. Within other contingent discursive practices, the
production of toys particularly, the content of desires can be understood as neither
timeless nor arbitrary, but enmeshed in historical specificity. The fixing and
channelling of desires, for example - ‘to be a good mother’, implicit and explicit in such
gendered cultural practices of providing dolls for the little girls as ‘play objects’, is
inextricably intertwined in power - desire - knowledge relations, wherein subjectivity
is intricated. So many of the women | interviewed expressed the desire to be/have been a
‘good mother' and stressed satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the results. How did they
come to have such desires? What does it mean to be a ‘good mother? | would argue that
such a construct cannot be understood outside the discursive practices which fashion its
parameters and norms nor can it be understood outside the relation this has to the
motivation of the individual to the discursive practices which positions her.

How, then, does one read resistance or denial of the signifying practices of the
cultural designation of sexual identity? Are they a form of the Lacanian search for the
‘Other'? That is, the ‘universal’ law of the phallus (the phallus being the symbol of the
control of desire) which sets up the limits within which the ‘I’ as subject can function?
While Lacan’s phallocentric theory is problematic, and perhaps the ultimate fantasy, his
'discourse of desire’ is useful in focusing on the psychic representation of such desires,
fantasies, wishes and drives.67

Passerini, in building up her oral history interviews along psychoanalytic lines,
develops a view of the subject as internally inconsistent and conflicting as he or she
struggles to express long-term needs. Passerini, in her study of Italian fascism, writes
of an ambivalent subject, pressured by subconscious desires and relating to internalised

figures. She argues that the subjectivity of the group under study, exemplified by the

7 . . .
) However, along with Habermaas, who designated the contents of the unconscious as

deformed, privatised, degrammatised language, Lacan's perspective of the fixing of
sexual identity remains ahistorical.
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informant being interviewed, must neither be collapsed into material conditions, as an
epiphenomenon, nor read as intrinsically and spontaneously subversive, but should be
interpreted as a moment of critical consciousness - ‘the point at which the break is made
from the determinism of the cultural and psychological contents of subjectivity, at the
very moment in which it also succeeds in elaborating and articulating these.68 For
Passerini, the 'dimensions’ of history only come to light with the conceptualisation of
subjectivity, a notion enriched by the recognition that ‘the raw material of oral history
consists not just in factual statements, but is pre-eminently an expression and
representation of culture and, therefore, includes not only literal narrations but also the
dimensions of memory, ideology and subconscious desire.’69

Desire, as a product of psychic, social and cultural relations and practices is
expressed in oral narrative as an attempt to make the ‘real’ desirable (and the desirable
‘real’), make the ‘real’ into an object of desire and to impose upon events that are
represented as ‘real’ a formal coherence. The value attached to narrativity in the
representation of ‘real’ events arises out of a desire to have real events display the
coherence, integrity, fullness and closure of an image of life that is and only can be
imaginary. A narrated event then, is a temporal icon; a symbolic presentation of a
sequence of events connected by subject matter and related by ‘time’. A narration is a
text which refers, or seems to refer, to some set of events outside of itself. Such a text
always involves its interpreter in the construction of a very specific kind of iconic
interpretant, which linguists call ‘diegesis’.

A narrative, then, is read as a specific form of collective sign or text which has
for its ‘object’ a desire for a sequence of events and for its interpretant a diegesis (the

icon of a series of events).”0 It is an obvious formal feature of narrative texts, the

6B Luisa Passerini, 'Work, ldeology and Consensus under Italian Fascism’, in History
Workshop Journal. No.8. Autumn, 1979. p.104.

69 bid., p.sa.

70

For example, in language, metaphors are made through the activation of conceptual
iconicity. Metaphors keep language open to life, preventing closure of the arbitrary
system of symbols by continually altering the symbolic fields that surround each symboi
with potential meanings.
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interviews, that the events (stories) are always presented in the past tense as having
already happened. Even when the grammatical tense of the discourse is shifted by the
interviewees to the present, the fact of textualisation ensures that interpretation follows
the event. To speak of the future is to predict, to prophesy or speculate - not to narrate.
But no narrative version can be independent of a particular teller or occasion of telling.
It is always constructed to accord with a particular set of purposes or interest.

The critical point to understand is that the interviewees could have constructed
other tellings in response to my questions, responses perceived as relating to ‘reality’.
The version of telling is always (amongst others) a response to, or a function of, the
particular motives .that elicited it and the particular interests and functions it was
designed to serve. Individual oral narratives are the verbal acts of particular narrators
performed in response to, and thus shaped and constrained by, sets of multiple
interacting conditions. As such, they are not the representations of specific, discrete
objects, events, or ideas. Every telling (re telling) is produced and experienced under
certain social conditions and constraints which involves the teller and the audience. The
oral narrative thus becomes a joint telling.

In reconstructed memories of childhood play practices specific positioning of
‘girls’ and ‘boys’ within discursive conditions, notably those involving girls in ‘caring’,
‘helpfulness’, and ‘selflessness’ and boys in ‘independence’, ‘adventure’, and ‘physical
activity', can be read as producing, fixing and channelling the desire for individuals to
adopt such positionings. This helps to define not only what is appropriate knowledge
about play and appropriate regulatory apparatus, but also what received wisdom,
culturally based beliefs, folklore, games, toys, rhymes, jokes and so forth, are to become
part of the dominant discourse. Yet, in my readings of the oral interviews | undertook,
such positionings were, and are, produced through contradiction and conflict, a
subjectivity whose ‘machinery’ is not entirely accessible in the narrative because of the
subterfuges of the unconscious.

In an effort to unravel the subterfuges of subjectivity | wish to focus on some of

the ways in which individuals are formed and re-formed within a disparate web of state,
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social, gender and familial networks. It is to the site of ‘the home’' and ‘the family' | now

turn.
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CHAPTER TWO : FAMILIES:- ‘FACTS’ AND ‘FICTIONS’.

‘The woman’s cause is man's, they rise or sink. Together, dwarf'd or
godlike, bond or free'.1

the crowds and crowds of little children .... Strangely absent from the
written record.’2

it is always problematic in any discussion of the construct, ‘the family’, not to
slip into an analysis of a mythologised unitary family structure. It is far easier to trace
the linear confines of family structures than it is to attempt to understand how
individuals come to construct and re-construct themselves within family groupings
within ‘the home’ site. Written historical traces are, of course, silent and present
analyses of family ‘life’ and changing domestic architecture as self-evident. Such
‘evidence’ typologises perspectives on ‘changing family constructions’.

Jacques Derrida could easily have been focusing on the writing of history when he
made the following description of the history of writing:

All works dealing with the history of writing are composed along the same

lines: a philosophical and teleological classification exhausts the critical

problems in a few pages: one passes next to an exposition of facts. We

have a contrast between the theoretical fragility of the reconstructions

and the historical, archaeological, ethnological, philosophical wealth of

information.3

The frequent elision and/or silencing of women and children from written
histories highlights the enigma of what is their ‘place’ in historical narrative and how is
it written? This chapter focuses on widening the ‘interiors’ of ‘private’ experience
through spoken, and not just written, ‘histories’. In utilising re-constructed memories
of ‘the home’ and ‘family life’, which reveal the ‘public’/‘private’ dichotomy, this

chapter analyses some of the attempts to re-order familialism - with ‘mother’ posited as

a ‘privileged agent’ of the changing network of power operations and ‘father

1 Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Cited by Louise Brown, et al., {(eds) A Book of South Australian

Women_in_the First Hundred Years. Published for The Women's Centenary Council of
S.A., Adelaide, Rigby Ltd. 1938. p.127.

Peter Laslett, The World We Have Lost. Methuen, London. 1971. pp.109-110.
3 Jacques Derrida, Of Grammatology, Gayatri Spivak (trans.) Baltimore, John Hopkins

University Press, 1976. p.28.

See also Writing and Difference. A. Bass (trans.). Chicago University Press, 1978.
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marginalised in domestic relations. The hybridisation of ‘public’/‘private’ family life is
evident in interviewees’ oral narratives where, within the confines of ‘the home’, inter-
relations with ‘father’, within this site, are ‘swamped' by dominant, over-laying
memories of ‘mother’, which, in turn, posited ‘the child’ as an object of re-
formulations. That these changes were not secured without individual dissension is borne
out in re-constructed memory. For following Foucault, what is found at the historical
beginning of things is not the individual identity of their origins, it is disparity.4

It is to the seeming disparity of ‘things’ of ‘facts’ and ‘fictions’ of ‘the family’, of
‘the home' and to the concepts of ‘difference’ in relation to its members that | now turn.
For it is not just the silence and absence of women and children from the written
‘record'/‘history’ that needs to be plotted, but the how of their containment as an effect
of difference. For identity is produced through differential relations and to locate women
and children in family narrative as lesser or inferior beings, as ‘other’, implies a notion
of a ‘norm'. It is within the subjection of bodies to normalisation that conflicts and
contradictions are provoked. The containment of ‘woman’ within patriarchal family
structures, within patriarchal narratives, and the containment of ‘child’, produces a
nexus of subjectivities in relations of power which are constantly shifting - at one
moment rendering ‘woman’ (and ‘child’) powerful and at another powerless.

The distribution of bodies around normalising familial practices is marked, in
re-constructed memory, by the conflicts and contradictions experienced in identifying
with these new processes of ‘identification’. Such reflexivity has rarely been ‘charted’
by historians of ‘the family’ and ‘the home’. Prior to the 1970s, the study of ‘the child’
and ‘woman’ in family history, when such studies were undertaken, has been relegated to
the study of ‘patriarchal’ family history; in particular, the deployment of economic and
legal power in the family. The focus on individual experiences within organisations such
as ‘the family’, in its various forms, is a more recent phenomenon. With the increasing

historical ‘use’ of oral narratives, and the development of feminist historiographies, the

4 Michel Foucault, ‘Nietzsche, Genealogy, History’ in Donald F. Bouchard (ed.), Language
Counter-Memory, Practice, Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 1977. p.142.
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relation between the self and others - how one comes to understand his or her world -
allows multiple voices to be heard.

This disruption of dichotomies is aptly represented within families with little or
no income, where the domestic skills of women were critical in determining a family’s
standard of living. Most interviewees eulogised their mother's ability to produce a
variety of meals from a basic staple, to provide furnishing and clothing from wheat and
sugar bags, their endless renovating and re-circulating of old clothes via their sewing
skills, and their 'keeping the doctor at bay’ by providing the family with a variety of
homeopathic and/or patented medicines. In the struggle to keep ‘the wolf from the door’,
in the midst of increasing governmental surveillance of women’s space, time and motion,
the construct ‘mother/’housewife’ was at once ‘privileged’ and collectively transformed
around the distributions of a norm. As 'motherhood’ was transformed so, too, was
‘childhood’.

It is not just within institutions alone that children learn how fo be, how to assign
meaning to their experience, it is also within a discursive network of families, friends,
kin, and cultural practices such as folk-lore, play, games, toys and so on, that children
are circumscribed and individuated. Children also move within and through family
structures and practices, movements which coincide as much with the economic lifecycle
of the family as with an individual life cycle. In this chapter, some of the ‘surfaces’ of
‘the family’, embedding the mother and the child within concentric discursive layers, are
explored within the specific contexts of ‘space’, ‘time’ and ‘place’ which give breadth and
depth to the manifestations of ‘childhood’ and 'motherhood’. Wrapped in nature/culture
doxas, woman's and child's place in the family narrative underscores that the politics of

theory, personal politics and the politics of social change are inextricably entwined.

: lic'/'Pri ' iti
The emergence of the contemporary Western family form/configuration has been

discussed by many researchers, the most complex, arguably, being Donzelot's The
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Policing of Families.5 Donzelot’s tracing of ‘the rise of the social’ in late nineteenth and
early twentieth century France has particular relevance for the coterminous significant
changing patterns of familial relations in Australia. The problematic and contradictory
hybridisation of ‘private’ and 'public’ spheres was underpinned by changes to the
material context of ‘households’, with what Davidoff has termed ‘the rationalisation of
housework'.6  Familial reconstitution, along with the emergence of new norms of
household management, was to induce new relationships between the ‘public’ and the
‘private’; the judicial and the emergent administrative/governmental technologies;
health, hygiene, medicine; and, the family, school and education. The most visible mode
of emergence of the social was through the various philanthropic and state sanctions and
controls directed at the children (and their parents) of the working class, encompassing
their survival, their health, their moral training and education. For Donzelot, the social
increased state intervention in society by re-constituting authority relations in and
around families.

The emergence of the social challenged, at various levels, the authoritarian
patriarchalist model of familialism. The early twentieth century, with its state-
sponsored norms of education, hygiene and technical rationalisation, ‘witnessed’ the
increasing hybridisation and interweaving of ‘state’ and ‘family’ functions. The
‘softening’ of patriarchal authority was necessary for the conjunction of state norms and
philanthropic moralisation which ‘obliged’ the family to care for its children or be
exposed to, and objectified by, a variety of disciplinary and surveillance mechanisms.
‘Morality’ and ‘normality’ was posited as a unitary set of general practices and signalled,
according to Donzelot, the emergence of the social.” Thus, on the one hand, pauperism and

its attendant evils could be eliminated, while on the other hand, validation of hygiene and

> Jacques Donzelot, The Policing of Families. New York, Pantheon Books, 1979. Trans.
by R. Hurley. Originally published as La Police des Familles. Paris. Editions de Minuit.
1979,

g L. Davidoff, 'The rationalisation of housework', in D. Barker and S. Allen, Dependence
and Exploitation in Work and Marriage. London, Tavistock. 1976.

7

Donzelot, The Policing of Families, p.88.
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educative norms was postulated in the name of ‘public good’. The development of welfare
practices underpinning the increasing ‘embourgeocisement’ of the family were
accompanied by the shift from traditional patterns of extended family with the
development of a mobile and urbanised workforce and the consequent medicalisation of the
family as a site for intervention and normalisation.

The ‘privileging’ of ‘the mother’ in the reconstituted ‘family’ meant that ‘love’
was not in and of itself enough for ‘modern’ mothers; they had to be trained. It was to be
scientific training which would ensure correct normalised loving. (The
professionalisation of love was also extrapolated for women in relation to work for which
they were promoted as being ‘naturally endowed’, such as teaching and nursing.
However, the capacity to ‘love’ needed appropriate amplification.) The construction of
the modern mother was inextricably intertwined with the modern scientific
normalisation and regulation of all children.8 As Donzelot has pointed out, the insertion
of psychoanalysis into the practices surrounding the normalisation of the family meant
that techniques which had previously been concerned with the poor, now became
generalised and applied to all children and families.

What is left out, in Donzelot's account, and which is of central concern for this
thesis, is how effectively were such ‘norms’ internalised and individuated. As pointed out
by Adams, the ‘effectivity of norms' implicitly assumes that individuals are free to
choose to accept their own normalisation, to accept or reject at will whatever normative
images are presented to them, be it ‘good mother’, ‘model child’ or some oth'er construct.
The assumption of choice renders as nonsense the claimed effectivity of normalising
apparatus.9 What is needed then is an explanation of why particular desires are
manifested and how particular discourses set parameters through which the ‘acceptance’

or ‘rejection’ of choices/desires are produced, regulated and channelled.

8 For an interesting elaboration of the historical construction of ‘the feminine’ see Jill
Julius Matthews, Good and Mad Women : The historical construction of femininjty in

twentieth century Australia. George Allen and Unwin, 1984,

See P. Adams 'Family Affairs', in m/f 7, pp. 3-14, 1982; and 'Mothering’, in m/f 8,
pp.41-52, 1983, for a critique of Donzelot's analysis of the normative functions of
psychoanalysis.
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The desire to be a ‘good parent’, then, can be read as having an historical
specificity. Donzelot’'s account of the ‘revalorisation’ of familialism can be understood in
terms of the emergence of particular discursive practices which produced particular
norms and subject positions for men, women and children. What is also needed to be
understood is the motivational basis for the synthesis of multiple, and often
contradictory, subject positionings. One can argue, then, that an examination of the
unconscious is an essential precondition for understanding individual resistances as well
as the possibilities for change. Understanding the production of differences can be also
read as a political necessity, as the effectivity of regulatory apparatuses, as described by
Foucault and Donzelot, depends on the appropriation of production of normative accounts
and techniques.

Glimpses of such appropriations are gained in adults’ reconstructed memories of
their ‘family life’. The mythical frameworks common to all societies is evident when
individuals talk about ‘how it was’. To various extents, ‘reality’ is transformed,
augmented, denied or sublimated. Just as no family life story can be taken a_priori to be
an ‘authentic’ account, no appropriations of production of normative accounts and
techniques can be taken as g priori. Thus, when Adelene Venables talks about her
unhappy childhood, fostered to relatives in Mount Gambier during the Depression, there
is a constant need to assert ‘I was alright though’, ‘It wasn’t too bad’, ‘You
made the best of it’.10 Such refraction surrounds every re-memorisation of ‘family
life' and for the historian it is essential to recognise the mechanisms which gave rise to
them. Why does Adelene privilege one telling over another, or multiple others? What
does this reveal about the techniques of ‘normalised apparatuses’ and the ‘myths’ of
happiness, prosperity, desire? Too often, in works such as Donzelot, the collective is
privileged in ways which subsume the individual. For the historian it needs to be the
reverse. Within oral histories one has the chance to understand that collective myths are
‘lived out’ in different and unique ways, as one possibility within multiple possibilities,

and that nothing is ordained.

i Oral History Interviews (henceforth QHI), Adelene Venables.
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In collecting memories of ‘family life’, | found it useful to adopt Barthes’
‘definition’ of myth - a ‘system of communication’ and ‘as second semiological system’
which functions through the distortion of the meanings of the signs which it appropriates.
‘Myth is a word which has been stolen and given back. Only that the word was not exactly
the same when it was returned’.'! While Barthes’ signs are linguistic and graphic,
action, too, can be prey to myths, particularly if there is a collective action which puts
them at the centre of a system of communication. ‘The good parent’, ‘the happy child’,
the ‘nurturing mother’ and so forth can become constructs which - although fantasies -
can feed on, and draw life from such mythologemes.

Modes of speaking (and writing) can be read as institutionalised modes whose
rules and mechanisms of functioning can be traced in the materiality and practices of oral
histories. The text and the images are chains of symbols produced in everyday speech
which constitute a bridge between several discourses. The myth of the ‘normal child’
was/is reproduced in the discourse of children’s play, in legal, educational, political and
religious discourse, along with the discourse of familialism. In ‘reading’ oral histories
one becomes aware of the semantic interdiscursive elements, the symbols, set formulae,
myths, characters and common turns of phrase, and so forth, which form, in their
totality, the foundations of ideological representations of a normalised family ‘unit’,
which totalises the partial domains of a society in the purely imaginary, that is
figurative, way.

For example, the myth of the bush in Australian culture has been a dominant
construct, yet ‘families’ and ‘households’ have tended to be signified solely along urban
and suburban grids and frameworks. Images of the bush sit somewhat awkwardly with
many individuals’ recollections of suburban households and their everyday experiences.
Images of children’s labour are also often dominated by and/or overlayed by bush images
of 'helping on the farm’, as opposed to ‘street’ work in the city. In South Australia

during the late nineteenth century, it was considered ‘normal’ for many children across

" Roland Barthes, Mythologies. Paris, Seuil, 1959. p.9.
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large sections of the social scale to be inducted into some form of familial labour - be it
in the household, in trade, business or working on the family farm. According to the
‘facts’, the rapid growth of the 1860s and 1870s, associated with the expansion of the
agricultural frontier, had declined in the 1880s and was further curtailed in the
depression of the 1890s.12 The census of 1891 (which excludes Aborigines) tabulates a
population of 315,212 persons.13 By 1921 the ‘white’ population, however, had
increased to almost half a million persons. During this period land was opened up for
settlement on the West Coast of South Australia, the establishment of the lead smelters at
Port Pirie attracted increased growth in the upper mid-north regions of the State,
extensive land clearing and settlement was undertaken on Eyre Peninsula, the Murray
Mallee and Yorke Peninsula, and small population gains were made in the South-East, the
Fleurieu Peninsula and the Adelaide Hills.14 By the 1920s and 1930s the Murray
Mallee was the focus of soldier resettlement schemes along the railway line to Pinnaroo,
and on the Eyre Peninsula on the western railway.15

From early settlement to the 1920s, more South Australians lived outside of the
metropolitan area of Adelaide than lived within its environs. However, by 1921 the
number of persons living in metropolitan Adelaide reached 255,375. In that year, for
the first time ever, more South Australians lived in Adelaide than in the remainder of the
state. At the time of the 1933 census, South Australia’'s rural population was at its
highest ever of 214,762.16 The expansion of suburbia and the extension of transport
accompanied significant improvements, at the turn of the century and in its first decades,

in sanitation, living conditions and methods of medical treatment.

b See T.L. Stevenson 'Population Change Since 1836' in Eric Richards (ed.) The Flinders
History of South Australia : Social History. Wakefield Press, 1986, pp.171-193,

i See Appendix D, Table D1: Population at census dates, 1881-1933.

14 Stevenson, ‘Population Change Since 1836, p.177.

S bid,, p77.

16

Ibid., p.179.
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What do these ‘facts’ tell us about the individuals who inhabited this ‘space’ and
‘time’? Why was it that, by the end of the 1930s, it was no longer considered ‘normal’
for children to be involved in some form of familial labour, just as it was not considered
‘normal’ for women (synonymous with ‘mothers’) to have paid employment? The now-
adult sphere of work was mythologised and compulsorily separated from the ‘'world’ of
children and a new culturally and historically specific ‘private’ sphere of domestic
familial relations was created, centred around the ‘educative’ and ‘hygienic’ needs of
children. This shift in familial relations affected the ‘interiors’ of the household in
modes that have often been less documented than in ‘exterior’ forms. 17 In particular,
the role of women-in family ‘units’, and the redefinition, in the twentieth century, of the
construct ‘housewife’, is worthy of closer analysis. From where did this ‘desire’ to be a
‘housewife’ emanate?

Carol Bacchi has argued that the relationship between women, home and children
was always particularly strong in South Australia, ‘partly because its balance of the
sexes was more even than elsewhere in Australia, and its marriage rate was consequently
higher.18 Large families were a feature of the mid to late nineteenth century, and a low
proportion of women were involved in paid work. Demographic features altered this
situation in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, as an
‘overabundance’ of women meant that many women remained unmarried, despite the
prevailing ideology that this was woman’s ‘natural’ destiny. The depression of the late
1880s also had a dramatic impact on marriage rates. Yet, the ideology of woman'’s
‘natural’ destiny - motherhood, as opposed to paid worker - was enshrined in the
Harvester Judgement, the 1907 Federal Court decision, which established a basic family
wage of seven shillings a day for an unskilled worker who was mythologised as a

breadwinner with a wife and three children to support. Those women who did have paid

7 See Reiger, The Disenchantment of the Home : Modernizing the Australian Family, 1880-
1940. Oxford University Press, 1985, Chapter 1, for an elaboration of this thesis.
18

Carol Bacchi, "The 'Woman Question' in South Australia", in The Flinders History of

South Australia : Social History. Wakefield Press, 1986, p.405.
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employment were mythologised as having no dependents and were consequently paid
between fifty and fifty four per cent of the basic wage.19

The image of domestic, patriarchal bliss was eulogised also. As the Methodist
Minister, Albert Stubbs, wrote in a pamphlet, in 1913, dedicated to ‘the Young People of
South Australia’, ‘...early marriages throw the shield of protection over the sanctity of
family life... the cradle rules the world.’20

That this ideological construct is ruptured in many oral histories, despite a
tendency to eulogise ‘home life’ by some interviewees, is demonstrable. 21 Many women
had to support themselves, many women reared large families in arid settiements
without domestic help, and many women eked out an existence in ‘homes’ that in no way
approximated ‘a haven’. Yet, as the prize-winning essay in the New -idea’'s ‘Woman and
the Commonwealth’ competition of 1902 decreed:

Woman’s true sphere is her home, and here her queenship may become

perfect, her power for good immeasurable. Of her husband and little

children she should be a guiding star, and by her high aims and pure

example should teach the man of tomorrow, as well as the man of today to

love, honour, justice and peace before all things.22

As a dominant mythologeme, with its ‘promise’ of ‘quality’ and ‘love’, it remains
a male myth which is incorporated, in parts, by females. To a certain extent the myth of
‘the nurturing mother’ was (is) shared by the reformers and the reformees, and gave
them a common language, as Matthews vividly depicted in Good and Mad Women.

During the First World War, the dominant mythology surrounding the sexual

division of labour was re-worked to re-establish the traditional stereotype of ‘man as

the warrior and creator of history’ and woman (read as ‘mother') as ‘the passive flesh at

18 Ibid., p.408. It is worth noting that the proportion of South Australian female
breadwinners at the turn of this century was relatively high - 17.97% of females in the
State in 1901 were breadwinners.

20 . ) . .
Helen Jones, |n Her Own Name. Women in South Australian History. Wakefield Press,
Netley. 1986. p.146.

21 . .
See in particular QHI., Adelene Venables.

22

Reiger, The Disenchantment of the Home., p.61.
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the mercy of fate’.23 Coterminous was the re-emergence of questions regarding ‘fit
mothers’ and ‘healthy babies’, which ‘privileged’ women’s child-bearing and child-
rearing functions yet again. ‘The mother of the race’ mythology provoked much
discussion in the 1920s and 1930s. Debates in the South Australian legislature in the
1920s centred on motherhood allowances, child welfare and child maintenance
legislation. Letters to the Register covered a range of matters such as the quantity and
quality of the population and the urgent need to provide a large population to hold onto the
‘vast areas of unpopulated territory’. That this increase in population must be of ‘the
right kind’ was implicit in parliamentary debates : ‘If an allowance were made for each
child there would be larger families, race suicide would cease to exist, population of the
right kind would be encouraged and it would help to settle materially the present
unrest.'24

In women’s magazines, such as Evervlady's Journal, the emphasis was on
housekeeping skills and advice peppered with advertisements for households products and
appliances. Such discourses reflected and reinforced, and indeed made possible, the
prevailing ideology that woman was the primary parent, that early child care was her

responsibility, and that paid employment was outside of her ‘natural’ sphere. The
Advertiser, in its regular feature ‘Woman’s World’ weighed into the debate on the ‘waste
of money training young girls to work when they would eventually marry’ by questioning
the expense involved in training women teachers and women public servants.25 With the
advent of the Great Depression, women seeking work were bluntly told to stay in the

domestic domain and leave the jobs for the men and boys.26

23 C. Shute, 'Heroines and heroes : sexual mythology in Australia, 1914-1918' in Hecate,
Vol. 1, No.1, 1975,

29 South Australian Parliamentary Debate, (henceforth SAPD) 1922, p. 692.

25 .
The Advertiser, 14th January, 1930.

26

See letters to the Adelaid server, 25th January 1930; 22nd February 1930; and the
Advertiser, 4th February 1930; 5th March 1930; and 21st March, 1930
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Domestic ideology underwent a resurgence in the 1930s. Bacchi writes that
South Australians were repeatedly reminded that the ‘baby is the best immigrant’ and
that women were told that ‘being the loving mother of loving children beats everything
else life has to offer a woman.’27 Infrequent magazine articles on the difficulties of
combining a paid job with child-rearing failed to assuage the dominant construct of
‘woman’ as ‘wife' and ‘mother’. A 1936 article in the Housewife, headed ‘Emancipation’,
told women that ‘There are few thrills in life equal to coming home to a wee girlie and a
tiny boy’.28 Since increasing domestic power was coterminous with the new importance
placed on their domestic role, women generally welcomed the ‘opportunity’ to contribute
to public policy and win for themselves some political rights. In doing so, however, even
groups such as the Womens Non-Party Association (W.N.P.A.), who campaigned actively
for full representation in political activities, discovered that ‘women’s and children’s’
issues were considered differently from ‘other’ ‘mainstream’ issues of public policy.

While the ‘public’ life of women did not undergo a radical change in the space of
two generations, the day-to-day lives of South Australian women, born between the
1890s and 1930s, experienced considerable change. Not only the architecture of the
family home altered, but the architecture of daily life was reorganised with the
introduction of sewerage, electric light, gas, the wireless, electric trams and other
‘benefits’ of industrial capitalism. As Reiger states:

In the period between the 1880s and World War 2, women's traditional

chores of cooking, cleaning, sewing and generally servicing the needs of

others became redefined as scientific work of national importance ... home

and family were being profoundly affected by changes in the material

environment, and by the encroachment of industrial upon domestic

production.29

The dominance of health and hygiene campaigns in public discourses fully

entrenched itself in new norms of ‘housewifery’, where modernisation of the home was

the responsibility of ‘woman’. Emergent town planning movements allied themselves to

2 Bacchi, ‘The Woman Question’, p. 423.
28 .

Housewife, October 1936, p.7.
29

Reiger, Disenchantment of the Home, p.109.
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new hygiene norms by proposing a separation of residential areas from commercial and
industrial areas. This reinforced the middle class ideal of a 'scientifically’ planned
hygienic suburban family living mode where the woman at home was efficiently ‘in
charge’. The new construct of ‘home management' further placed women under
professional dominance, wherein the clarion calls for new hygiene norms, based on
rational, scientific and functional planning, eventually affected the design and placement
of household furniture and appliances which, in turn, brought about a change in women's
domestic labour.

As early as 1916, the South Australian Town Planning Association co-initiated a
Child Welfare Exhibition Building on North Terrace, Adelaide. Prominent amongst the
displays were ‘hygienic’ displays of milk supplies, local government health measures,
information and displays on kindergartens, open air schools and other child-related
health and care issues. Talks and lantern slides were proferred by medical practitioners
and teachers on a range of issues relating to the education of mothers and the efficient
nurturance of their children.30

That the introduction of technology into South Australian Homes was a slow
development, initially, is demonstrable, according to public and oral discourses.31 That
it was neither a random nor ad-hoc effort to transform the daily architecture of family
life and domestic production is also demonstrable. The interlocking preoccupation with
the biological functioning of ‘the individual’ and ‘the social’ served to ‘unify’ members of
various professional strands. According to Reiger, such ‘preoccupations’ were
contradictory:

...the ‘experts’ on home and family, while ostensibly promoting the
separation of sexual spheres and the privacy of the home, were invading it

30 [he Advertiser devoted several columns to reports of the Exhibition in its November
3rd and 4th issues.

i For example, as late as the 1930s Ann Barber (née Schocroft), born in 1920 at Spring

Gully, Piccadilly, in the Adelaide Hills, recalls her mud brick farmhouse as having
kerosene lamps and candles for lighting, no wireless, no clock, no telephone and no
copper. 'l think it was mostly kerosene tins on the open fire ... that we used’, with
avatory facilities ... outside and a removable pan ... and you just dug holes and buried
it', with 'all the washing up done in a big bowl - we didn't have a sink ... because there
were no pipes to the house (from the bore).! (N.B. Mains electricity did not come to
some rural S.A. areas until the 1960s). QHI., Barber.
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at every point and demanding that women learn and apply the principles

being quite contradictory to notions of naturalness of women’s maternity

and housewifery.32

‘Expert’ intervention can be read, however, as being congruent with state
intervention, and, as such, is not at all ‘contradictory’. If one accepts the premise that
state intervention was critical in the establishment of the ‘normalised’ ‘liberalised’
‘family’ then the typifications of ‘woman’ as a ‘natural’ mother formed an essential part
of, and indeed acted in concert with, the same technical process of familial redefinition.
If the new hygienic, social and educative norms were pot ‘internalised’, then, and only
then, did contradictions emerge between the ‘privacy’ of the family and the interventions
of the state and professional ‘experts’. The emergence of the new construct ‘housewife’
was dependent on a ‘marriage’ between ‘natural’ ability, and ‘augmented’ technical skills
in home management, whose effectivity lay in the implementation of a set of physico-
political techniques.

The reconstruction of woman as ‘housewife’ set up new norms of cleanliness,
hygiene and ‘individual’ behaviour. At one level, domestic life can be read as homogenised
and normalised in that it set limits beyond which family members were not ‘permitted’
to go. At another level, these changes and interventions can be read as not the results,
solely, of external machinations but of active participation by family members in the
changes prescribed. ‘The family’ and ‘the home' can be analysed as part of a general
redeployment of power interests in which a particular form of individual self-interest is

integrated with broader interests and made to function in concert with them.33

2ié Reiger, The Disenchantment of the Home, p.108.

33 . : . . . ) S
In Donzelot's terms, there is an interplay between increasing state interventions in civil

society and the adoption by families of state-sponsored norms of conduct. The 'social,
in this sense, is simultaneously the source of individual hopes, desires, dreams and
investments AND a 'legitimate' area of state intervention, via the mechanisms of
philanthropy, social welfare and so forth. Such forms of power/knowledge are read as
transformative and not repressive. Foucault has stressed the positivity of power with
its enabling and transformative character:

'The individual is no doubt the ficticious atom of an ‘ideological' representation of
society; but he (sic) is also a reality fabricated by this specific technology of power
that | have calied 'discipline’. We must cease once and for all to describe the effects of
power in negative terms: it 'excludes', it 'represses', it 'censors', it 'abstracts’, it
'masks’, it 'conceals'. In fact, power produces; it produces reality; it produces domains
of objects and rituals of truth. The individual and the knowledge that may be gained of
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To move a little closer to an analysis of the politics of ‘difference’, of differential
practices and ‘results’ of familial reconstruction, one needs to study those
discourses/practices by which an individual gives shape to her or his own ‘subjectivity’.
Recollections of daily family life give form and substance not to some unobtainable ‘true
discourse’ but to what Poster terms ‘the little politics of family romances'.34 It is to
reconstructed narrative | now turn in an attempt to discern the individuation of the
‘normalised’ family and its members.

Paddy Baker (b.1897, in Wolsely, near Bordertown) recalls that his mother
(b.1866, near Strathalbyn) ‘never worked’ and then develops a narrative of her daily
‘chores’ on a 50 acre ‘workman’'s block’ with ‘five or six cows, two hundred or
three hundred chooks, pigs, geese, ducks and she used to make the
butter’.35 Without any domestic help, or any daughters, she worked from ‘dawn to
dusk’:

She used kerosene tins for many things. We had a big

waterhole - she used to walk there and fill them up. She had

a yoke across her shoulders and she would walk down and fill

the buckets. We (Paddy and his brother) weren’t allowed as

she didn’t think we were old enough or big enough to get the

water.... She had wheat bags she used as floor mats ... and

bedclothes. Everything was more or less home made....

Mother’s chairs were home made, they were cut out of natural

timber.... She made her own bread, she was a good cake

maker, good pie maker. Everything.36

There were many depictions of ‘mother’ as the archetypal ‘unsung heroine’ in the

oral interviews. Eileen O’Loughlin (b. Caltowie, 1901) described her mother, Minnie

him belong to this production'. Foucault, Discipline and Punish : The Birth of the Prison.
Trans. A. Sheridan, Penguin, 1979, p. 194.

34 Mark Poster, Critical Theory of the Family. London, Pluto Press, 1978, p.139.

e Paddy Baker described a 'workman's block’, thus : 'You made application when these
blocks came out and he was lucky with what he got. There was some method of
allotment’. QHI., Baker.

36

Ibid.
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O’Loughlin (née Newman, b. 1882) as ‘...a real lady. She never yelled or

screamed’.37

of daily chores. A favourite, much told family story revolves around a ‘snobbish’ aunt:

We used to spend our evenings around the fire and she used to
read to us. She was a great one for reading, and she had us all
reading, too. | always used to say, ‘Il am getting a bit tired
now’, and Father would say, ‘Couldn’'t we have another
chapter, Mother?” He’d be listening too. The Rosary always
used to be said. She would supervise the homework. She
wouldn’t do it. When you wrote an essay she would read it.
She would check our spelling.

As she ironed, anything that needed stitches she would put to
one side. She was very methodical.... There was always a
white tablecloth on the table. Always. Mother always had the
baby on her knee (Eileen was the eldest of six children) and the
next one would be in a high chair between mother and father,
and the next one would be that side of Father (gestures) and,
as we got bigger, we moved further down the table then. They
were always up around mother and father, the little ones.

Mother said the white tablecloth was so that we’d know how to
behave ourselves at the table, and that we’'d be clean. She
would always set the tablecloth. Like a lot of them would just
have a piece of, er, what would they used to call that again?
Soft oil cloths, you know. She said, ‘With that you wouldn’t
be so careful?” And she'd have three of those tablecloths to
iron every week!38

Eileen’s reconstructions of her family life absorbed much beyond the architecture

They were on their honeymoon, and they went up - they were
going visiting all her husband’s relations. Her husband was
one of my father’s brothers. And for their honeymoon they
were going from place to place. And they went up to the Larry
O’Loughlin’s, he was Commissioner of the Crown Lands at the
time, and she was telling someone afterwards she was
horrified. She said, ‘At the Commissioner’'s table, an Afghan
. came in and Mr. O’Loughlin looked up and said, "Come in
and help yourself' so he came in and sat down at the table.’
(Laughter) She was about the only snob in the whole family,
I think.

Walter O’Loughlin: She said, ‘They even had a blackfella’,
didn’t she?

37
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OHl., Eileen O'Loughlin,
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Eileen: Oh yes. She said, ‘They even had a black-fella’. That

was the Afghan, sitting at their table (laughter). It was all

the same to Uncle Larry, black, white or brindle.39

So-called ‘private memory’ and ‘identity’ is frequently at odds with public
discourse. Eileen's ‘stories’ were rarely solely about an individual. Even though her
‘snobbish aunt' features in the previous narrative, she is not the subject. Dominant in
her chain of stories, particularly of her life in the mid-north of South Australia, is a
reconstruction of life in rural communities where the stories about events or people are
always brought together into a sequence on the basis of genealogy, or the locality of the
people involved. Her narratives connect with each other because the people involved are
either relatives or neighbours, and rarely, as in most public discourses, because the
people or events are inherently similar, or through some other thematic connection. The
stressing of equality, autonomy and tolerance in the ‘snobbish aunt’ narrative carried a
serious 'political’ message for the Irish Catholic O'Loughlins in the mid-north, where
life was frequently a hand-to-mouth existence, despite the symbol of the white
tablecloth. While individual ‘tales’ do form part of the re-telling , the subject of the
stories is utilised by Eileen to primarily sort out and map genealogies and identities.

The ‘breakup’ of kinship and family and its reconstruction in the twentieth
century is frequently presented in public discourse as a process in industrialisation,
leading to atomisation, disintegration and, with that, to individualism. Yet, according to
oral histories, the extent of this loss of ‘belonging’ has often been exaggerated, as the
shape of the tale depends on personal and collective factors. While there is a common
temporal thread about the work ‘mothers’/‘housewives’ performed - ‘Monday - washing
day, Tuesday - ironing day, Wednesday - mending, patching, cleaning’ - and so forth,
there is not a common thread to what it meant (means) to be ‘a woman', ‘a housewife’, ‘a
mother’ or ‘a wife', because this would presume a mythical unity of consciousness.
Glimpses are available when sons and/or daughters tell stories about their mothers, but
frequently this is more illuminative in wrapping up other events in a single story, which

‘best’ ‘captures’ the essence of the story-teller's childhood experiences. Consider

e Ibid.
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Eileen's epic story on taking her mother's ‘responsibility’ for the baby, when needed.
She was aged six years when the following event took place:

| generally had to mind the baby - look after the little one....
| suppose I'd be sent in to put in the baby's dummy, in his
mouth, if he was crying. And I'd be sent in too, if | was
playing and the baby was crying and mother was busy. | used
to rock him to sleep. | can remember | was very annoyed one
morning. | don’t know what | was doing. | was called in to
mind Frank (her baby brother). You see, our mother was
very busy. She didn’t have a girl (a domestic) at the time, to
give them (the farm hands) their dinner. And she called out
to me to come and rock the baby to sleep. He was in one of
those wooden cradles and I'd a pair of lace-up boots, and |
remember as well as can be that the top was undone (on the
boots). And I'd have my hands on the laces like that
(gestures) and I'd kick the cradle and have it going for a
while, and I'd be pulling it (the cradle) backwards and
forwards with the laces. And all of a sudden | saw a shake
walking across the middle of the room. And | called out to
mother, and there was the snake there. And she sent me down
to the shed to tell father. And father came up ... and the snake
got away. And mother said she didn’'t sleep that night. She
was walking around looking in our beds every now and again to
see where the snake was. Anyway they got it the next morning
and killed it. And that was that. A big long snake.40

The family ethos of the O’Loughlins was service, duty and responsibility
expressed in myriad shapes and forms. The story of the snake is a significant one for
Eileen as it represented a near catastrophic ‘dereliction’ of duty. The imagery of
responsibility is so strong and dominant in Eileen’s life that she continued to care for an
invalid sister, Dolly, until her sister died. She ‘kept house' for her parents until their
death, and then ‘kept house’ for an unmarried brother, Mick, until his death, as well as
taking care of another widowed brother, Wally, until his death. At 87 years of age she
reflected ‘That’s what’s wrong with families now. They never have
responsibility. Mick and m’self always had responsibilities. And as we
grew up, we had to keep little ones out of mischief, ‘cause they wouldn’t
know any better.’41 While Eileen's narratives reveal how she constructed herself as
‘the dutiful daughter’ it also tells us, albeit obliquely, about her mother's

‘internalisation’ of her various subject positionings.

40 bia.

A1 bia.
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Oral evidence about household labour, and the gendered nature of the work
involved, depicts a complementarity myth underpinning dominant familial ideology, until
well after the First World War. Comments such as ‘It was never thought of women
working outside the home, it was just taken for granted the way it was’
and, ‘That was the normal procedure’ were reiterated in varying forms by most
interviewees.42 Woman was the right hand of man! Marilyn Lake, in The Limits of Hope,
succinctly delineated the ways in which women were constituted as an upaid reserve
army of labour on soldier settlements in Australia in the 1920s - the bulwarks of
society.43

Yet, many of the women interviewed questioned the ‘natural’ order of woman'’s
life as one of service and deference. Elsie Wheaton (b.1911), when talking about her
mother’'s voting ‘habits’ said:

It didn’t make any difference to her who was in and who

wasn’t. But that’'s how it was at home, mum nhever knew

anything about it. She couldn’t have cared less about it. |
suppose dad told her what to do and she did it.

Like it is now - you are down on the bottom of the rung -

women, in my opinion, are second rate citizens in a lot of

cases. It’s alright for you (gestures to her husband) you’re

not that way, and | don’t think dad was either, but mum was a

different type of person to what | am. Her job, she thought,

was children and home and that was it. And in her opinion dad

kept her and if he said to her ‘You vote that way’, then she

did. She thought that was the right thing to do. But she didn’t
know anything else.44

What becomes fascinating in Elsie Wheaton's narrative is that despite the
vehement censure - ‘women ... are second rate citizens in a lot of cases’, she emulated
her mother in internalising the myth that a woman’'s essential being is in her
‘motherhood’, the supreme purpose justifying her existence. Threaded through her own

stories are accounts of abrogation, sacrifice and protection:

42 QHI., O'Loughlin. Wheaton. See also, Noonan, Kenny, Dutton, McLean, Williams, Clarke

et cetera. An exception was Coralie Green, discussed below.

43 Marilyn Lake. Ihe Limits of Hope, Soldier Settlement in Victoria 1915-38, Melbourne,
Oxford University Press, 1987.

44 OHI., Elsie Wheaton.



| do know this much, and | have been of this opinion all my
life - money is secondary. Money is nothing. You could have
all the money in the world and still be miserable. You have
got to make your own happiness. | used to say to Brice (her
husband) the only thing | would wish if | were a fairy, when
my children were born, the only thing | wished upon them
would be to have common sense. | think so many people lack
commonsense. Beauty doesn’t matter. Being rich doesn’t
matter, but if you give a person common sense they will cope
with most things. And | found that out and | reckon it's right.

...Disobedience ... there’'s no discipline of any description
(today). My dad told me - he used to say to me ‘You train a
plant as you want it to grow’. That’'s what he said about
children. If you want them to behave properly to train them,
teach them. And that’s all we have done.45
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This internalisation was not monolithic, though, Elsie was actively involved in

reconstructing it in her consciousness - the justification of limited economic resources,

the ‘making’ of happiness, the denigration of ‘beauty’, the need for ‘discipline’ and

‘proper’ growth provide an interweaving of the material, the psychical and the semiotic

lived in present memory.

With the surge to establish new hygienic norms of household management and

temporal regulation, along scientific rationalist lines, the new construct, ‘schoolchild’,

and, in turn, their mothers, were targeted for normalisation.

That this reconstruction

was not always welcomed was evidenced by women, such as Kathleen McLean, (b.18398)

who related:

| went to Unley (High School) for about two and a half years
(c.1912 to 1914). Then they bought a cottage next to the
school - and they had domestic science. And we used to have to
take something to wash ... all that sort of thing! | had enough
of (doing) that in the school holidays. Then we learnt
cooking.

Margaret: Was there a big emphasis on the girls to do cooking and learning
to sew and other such things?

Kathleen: Yes. Laundry was on Monday. Mum said, ‘I can
teach you more about laundry. You can come home Monday
lunchtime and help me Monday afternoon’.  Well, that went on
alright for a few times, then it was noticed | was absent every
Monday afternoon. So | got called up over that. | don’t know
whether Mum came into it but they said either | must come to
school on Monday, or not at all. | told Mum about it and she
must have thought it over. And she said, ‘Alright | will send

45

Ibid.
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you to Muirden College’. So | didn’t go back to Unley (High)
School.

Margaret: Did she (your mother) think you were wasting your time?

Kathleen: Yes, she did ... that | could learn from her all that
had to be done.46

Kathleen’'s mother, according to Kathleen, believed that girls’ education should be
‘as good as the boys’.47 For Mrs Greenham (Kathleen's mother), who had been a
seamstress, Kathleen's office job, and later her work as a Post-Mistress was a source of
family pride. It was not, however, a source of pride to have her ability to teach Kathleen
housekeeping skills called into question.

Few ‘overt' resistances to ‘experts’ incursions into the daily rites and rituals of
the household, are readily documented. As with most matters of health and hygiene,
‘folklore wisdom' often prevailed in contrast, or in tacit ‘harmony’ with the new
medico-hygienic norms. Epsom salts, licorice sticks, Heenzo for colds, eucalyptus
leaves, mustard plasters, camphor in a bag, and burning sulphur ‘for a disinfectant’,
were just some of the numerous home remedies interviewees recalled.48 However, for
German members of the community, homeopathic medicines were (are) an important
part of their culture, and attempts to alter the production and usage of various herbal
remedies were deeply resented. When the father of Arthur Schubert died in 1916, in
Tanunda, in the Barossa Valley, there was a great deal of suspicion among the non-
German residents as to the cause of his death. Amplified against the backdrop of World
War One, demands were made for an inquest to be held, pending the results of an autopsy.
The Schubert family and their pastor strenuously denied claims of poison, reiterating
their right to have administered homeopathic medicines. With the local newspaper

mounting a campaign to ‘make these people bow to our laws’, the local authorities came to

46 OHI., Kathleen McLean. (Muirden College is a Business College in Adelaide.).
ol Ibid.
48

Ann Barber recalled 'One of Mum's biggest things around the house, any diseases or
anything, she would burn sulphur... put the sulphur powder in a lid or something like that
and then set fire to it and it would burn and fumigate the house. But you wanted to be
sure you weren't too near it because the fumes of it could be overpowering! OHI.,
Barber.
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claim the body. The Schubert family hid the body under a sofa, after they removed Mr
Schubert’'s organs and placed them in a bucket to be disposed of elsewhere.4 The
significance of this reconstructed narrative transcends ‘family’ boundaries to represent
the struggle the German community of Tanunda, and elsewhere, had to preserve their own
cultural norms, behaviours and beliefs, the struggle against ‘alien’ forms of
power/knowledge. In the re-telling, David Schubert has presented this ‘resistance’ as an
on-going dialogue.

For most of the interviewees, resistance to ‘changes’ formed only a smalil part of
their conscious discourse. Some, like Coralie Green, wryly commented on the attempts to
exhort women to be ‘thrifty’ in their housekeeping duties. Detailing the efforts of her
father to grow vegetables and fruits, keep a cow, hens, and snare rabbits to help offset
his frequent unemployment during the Depression, she said, simply : ‘There was
nothing we could cut down on!’S0 Most households, other than those of the gentry,
operated some form of barter system, utilised the back-yard to grow produce, kept some
type(s) of livestock and demonstrated great resourcefulness when situations demanded -
such as the sinking of wells in suburban back-yards during the severe drought of 1914.
It was ironic, then, that some of the much vaunted new technology often increased the
difficulty of working-class households to manage their wages ‘efficiently’.

For example, where fire-wood had been gathered in plenty, the connecting of gas
and electricity to homes meant that payment of fuel accounts became an extra item to be
borne by the household. The rationing of goods and services in the First World War, and
its aftermath, also increased costs at a time when wages effectively declined and
unemployment increased. In the census of 1911, 2.69% of the population was listed as
unemployed in South Australia. In 1921 the figures had risen to 5.31% of the

population, while, in 1933, a massive 28% of the ‘working’ population was listed as

4l Private discussions with David Schubert, author of Kavel's People, who related this
story about his grandfather, and to whom | am indebted for a copy of a taped interview
with his father, Mr. Arthur Schubert. Newspaper reports of the time are held by David
Schubert.
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unemployed.51 While these statistics do not reveal a detailed breakdown of the pattern of
unemployment, they do depict rapidly changing social conditions. In 1933, according to
Hancock and Richards, the basic wage in Adelaide was 59 shillings and twopence a week.
However for those on sustenance, the South Australian Government was amongst the least
generous of all states. A single man on sustenance got five shillings and threepence. This
was two-thirds of the rate paid in Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, and eighty percent
of the New South Wales rate.52

in 1914, the average weekly working time prescribed in state industrial awards
was just over forty-eight hours for males and forty-nine hours for females. In 1939,
the average weekly working time had been slightly reduced to forty-four hours for men
and women. The employment of women in domestic service had collapsed by the outbreak
of the Second World War but had been paralleled by the increase of women's employment
in retail trade, commerce and in the professional sector, particularly nursing and
teaching. Women's employnHent in the manufacturing sector changed very little from the
beginning of the twentieth century to the 1930s.53 What these statistics mask is the
individual efforts of women's labours, particularly their effort to contribute both
domestic and productive labour at ‘critical’ times, such as their husband’s
unemployment. The fact that their economic labour continued to revolve around the
domestic sphere, or in local jobs or in small businesses that were marginal to the
mainstream economy, meant that their husband’s status as breadwinner - potential, if
not actual - was not undermined in the public domain. As Aungles writes:

This accommodative response to the Depression meant that women’'s

economic contribution was largely devalued and rendered ‘invisible’...this

accommodative character of the families' response to the economic crisis

of the Depression was a major factor in maintaining social order in a
period of potential unrest.54

. South Australian Year Book. 1986. Chapter 1.

52 Joan Hancock and Eric Richards, 'Wealth, Work and Well Being : Some historical
Indicators.’' linders History of rali ial History. p.594.

St See Appendix D, Table D2 : for a detailed breakdown of these employment cate_gories‘

54 . o . . ) .
Anne Aungles, 'Family economies in transition : Adelaide women in the Depression'.

M.A. Thesis, Flinders University of South Australia. 1982. p.vii.



103

Thus, women could still be held solely responsible for the efficient organisation of
their households, despite the eddy and swirl of ‘public’ discourses and events. Just as
diseases, such as the Influenza epidemic of 1918 and 1919, and outbreaks of
tuberculosis, were the subject of much ‘public’ discourse/'practice’, the ‘management’
of disease and illness, in the first decades of this century, was frequently left to the
individual household - that is the woman ‘in charge’, or if she was sick , to relatives
and/or friends.55 Thelma Williams' mother, Mrs Johnson, ‘had very bad health,
and in my young days | lived at various times with aunts and my
grandmother while my mother spent fairly lengthy periods in hospital,
especially during the war years' (First World War).56 Thelma described her
family set up as ‘totally different from what you find today’:

We lived on one end of the street (Gawler Avenue, Welland
South), my grandmother lived across the road, my uncle lived
two houses down, practically 'cross the road from my grand
mother. Another aunt lived in the next street and two streets
away my uncle lived. And my aunt, who eventually lived two
streets away from me, her husband went to the War - they at
the time were only renting a house - and because my mother
was so ill, she came and lived with us. Brought her two
children. And men were only paid a small amount for going to
War in those days. It was a kind of pooling of resources. My
mother was then able to keep the house (built in 1909 at a
cost of 435 pounds) which cost eight and fourpence per week
from the State Bank to buy. And when my mother was in
hospital, naturally my aunt helped bring me up.

Then occasionally, to give her (the aunt) a rest, because she
had two children, if my mother was ill | went to live with my
uncle who lived across the road from my grandmother. And
when they got tired of having me | lived with my grandmother.
So, although | was taken from my home and brought up by
other people, | still was only within a stone’'s throw. |
wasn’t isolated. My mother was still there and when my
mother was ill she would come and live with my grandmother,
too. So the family had a continuity.57

55 For example, the Northfield Infectious Diseases Hospital, later renamed Hampstead
Centre, was not opened until 1932.

%6 OHL. Williams.

57

Ibid.
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The management of children’s ilinesses and contagious diseases placed yet another

strain on the efficient management of the home and household. For families living in

rural areas, the strain of nursing a sick child and preparing a ‘specialist diet’, was

particularly onerous.

Elizabeth Noonan was aged eleven, in 1911, when she contracted

diptheria, whilst at a boarding school in Caltowie, in the mid-north of South Australia:

family illness.

Elizabeth: | was sick for a long time. | got diptheria. 1| was
still going to school and | got paralysis, and | couldn’t get out
of bed because | couldn’t get my feet working.

Margaret: How long were you in bed?

Elizabeth: Six months. My mother looked after me ... she was
pretty careful (of me). | didn’t go into hospital. | could stay
home because the rest of the house was curtained off because
the others weren’t allowed to come in where | was. They used
to come round to the window and talk to me.

Margaret: How often were you seen by a doctor?

Elizabeth: He used to drive out (to the farm), Dr. Aitkin,
fifteen miles from Jamestown. He would always come and see
how | was. Once they knew what | had, and what had to be
done, well, he didn’t come that regular. But if he was out that
way at all, he always called. He was a Scots doctor. He used
to come in a buggy and two horses. She (mother) paid him
for his visit.

Margaret: So, if your mother was spending so much time with you - how
did the rest of the house get looked after.

Elizabeth: She did that as well.58

The isolation was particularly stressful for many rural women during times of

Eileen Said, who lived in Monteith, in the Murray lands, recalls the

alienation of her irrigation settler community (which her family, the Connells helped

pioneer in 1909) from medical aid, or, at 'best’, being at the mercy of its few

practitioners:

It's so remarkable - you know, if a doctor was called to the
settlement. The news just went from one end to the other. It
would cause quite a stir. If anything went wrong with us,
mother seemed to be able to look after us. The doctor, Dr.
Steele, who came after the old one, was in Murray Bridge.
Usually, someone used to have to get on a horse and ride up -
that was before the telephone came in. It didn’t happen very
often ... he would come by horse and carriage.

58

OHI., Elizabeth Noonan.



Well, there was an outbreak of diptheria and you know Anne
(sister) and my brother and | ... the three of us suffered
diptheria. Not together, one after the other. But the whole
settlement had it. In one family, there was six in the family,
and three died in three weeks. And there was only one old
doctor in Murray Bridge, an old Scotsman, but he was very
obstinate. And he had a disagreement with the Board of
Health, and do you know we missed school for twelve months.
There was only just a few left at school, because he wouldn’t
give us a certificate to go back to school. He wouldn’t issue
one because he said there was a carrier. | don’t know that he
did anything about finding out who was the carrier, but my
mother fought very hard with that. She was really the
backbone of trying to get us back to school. We used to have a
sheet almost draped in some terrible disinfectant in between
the rooms - it was terrible. And ... we had the injection
which soon cleared it up. She was really a very good nurse.
But he made us miss twelve months of school.59

105

What Eileen most remembers is the denigration of her mother's nursing skills by

the doctor, who initially charged her mother with the responsibility of nursing the

children and then resented her interference in his professional domain when she insisted

that her children be certified as free of the disease.

While it is obvious in Elizabeth and Eileen's cases that their mothers understood

the need to isolate and immunise their children while they had diptheria, which

illustrates that new bio-medico-hygiene norms were being adopted by many women,

other women relied on the ways of their mothers.60 In many of the suburbs of Adelaide,

paying for a doctor's visit was often financially out of the question so the Children's

Hospital was used in emergencies.

intervention, however, as Len Ellis recalls:

We had a horse in that paddock and they used to throw the
grass over the fence for us. My brother and | went and got it
in a hand cart. He was pulling the cart and | was pushing, and
the horse in the paddock came after the grass. | was kicked by
that horse in September, and my younger sister was ten years
younger than me and she was born on Christmas day and she
had a mark inside of her face. It (her mark) was because it
was such a shock to my mother to see me. All that side of my
face, teeth knocked out, three were knocked out and put back

59

60

OHI., Said.

Superstitions were not always allayed by medical

The O'Loughlin family received an exemption from vaccination certificate in 1913 on the
grounds that Mrs O'Loughlin believed ‘'what that needle puts into you, God only knows'.
OHI. O'Loughlin. In 1909, 52% of children were unvaccinated. By 1939 the number of

vaccinated children had increased to 78%.
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in. They took me to the Children’s Hospital. | was in there a

few weeks of course. They fixed me up. Put the teeth back in

- the three front ones. The rest of it was just get over it

yourself.61

The management of children’s health and hygiene was eventually deemed too
important to leave solely in the hands of ‘mothers’. As early as 1909 a consulting
physician to the Adelaide Hospital, R.S. Rogers, examined 1,007 children aged from seven
years to fifteen years attending government schools. His criteria for ‘healthiness’ were
not always ‘scientifically rational’. For example, one criterion was complexion, of
which he wrote:

...the proportion of rosy cheeked children is satisfactory ... the maximum

percentage are reached in the ages of 9 to 12, whereas the lowest

percentage are to be found at the ages of 13 to 14...the compulsory school

going age of 7 is marked by a low percentage of ruddy complexions and a

relatively high percentage of pale faces.62

The sting, of course, was contained in the summary:

It is possible that many of these children enter school from poor and

insanitary homes, and that the improved conditions of the school go far to

counteract the devitalising influences of their home life.63

Rogers opined that ‘the superiority of the country children ... over the
metropolitan is quite as marked in cleanliness of body as ... in cleanliness of clothing’.64
Country children were heavier than those of the city, according to Rogers, but ‘thin
children largely predominate in this State ... the great majority of these children were
wiry, active and strong, of fair muscular development, but with no superfluous fat'.65

Despite these early findings of relatively fit, healthy children, Rogers’ examination was

taken up by educators, hygienists and reformers as ‘proof that children’s nutrition and

81 oml, Elis.

62 public Records Of South Australia : GRG. 18/8 (henceforth PROSA) R.S. Rogers, 'Report
on the medical inspection of one thousand pupils attending the public schools of South
Australia in 1909'".

63 Ibid., p.9.

64 Ibid., pp.10-12,

65

Ibid., pp.16-20.



107

health care must be managed along scientific lines as the health and wealth of the nation
lay in their hands.

Details of children’s diet, clothing, hygiene, sexual conduct and play habits were
increasingly subject to state intervention after the First World War. The type of
dwellings children lived in were gradually increasing in size and permanence, despite the
decrease in family size. By 1933, two-thirds of ‘homes’ had at least five rooms, and
sixty-four percent of houses of that time were owner-occupied, with fifteen percent of
flats and tenements similarly disposed.66 Home ownership was lauded as the cornerstone
of society and, as such, required an upgrading of ‘home making skills’ as a duty to the
state. For ‘working class’ women this included an added ‘public’ responsibility of
‘keeping the right moral tone' in the home. Along with more efficiently planned
dwellings, the normalised household was expected to utilise properly-designed and ‘laid
out’ rooms, along with their scientifically designed apparatus, in a manner that
distributed the appropriate'number of bodies most effectively. The habit of placing
several children, of mixed sex, in the one bed was a practice that was decreed as neither
morally or physically ‘hygienic’.67 Children’s ‘health’, it was warned, must be
superintended at all times. As one South Australian medico pointed out:

Before us lies the opportunity to make our nation the healthiest in the

world. And the means of achieving this are not difficult. Give our children

proper training in the simple laws of clean living, aim to cultivate sound

minds in sound bodies, give care to the order and beauty of home life -

littte more is necessary, for the secret of national health lies mainly in
right living.68

. Hancock and Richards, ‘Wealth, Work and Well-being’, p.606.

67 Oral discourse appears to challenge the notion that girls and boys slept together. Most,

like the following anecdote, reveal that care was taken to place sleeping children
separately, to the point of parents not sleeping together. James Porter recalls: 'When
we had the whole family, there was three of us at the top of a double bed and three of us
at the bottom. The heads’ be different, see all our feet'd be in the middle. Of course the
girls used to sleep with Mum. The other lad, he used to sleep on the couch I'd think, or
something, but we all got in this big double bed. Kick each other a bit and cause a bit of
strife so Mum'd have to come in and quieten us. (laughs) Still, marvellous what you get

through on'. S.A. Speaks.
68 Rieger, Disenchantment of the Home, Cited from a speech given by Dr. Southwood at the

South Australian School of Political Economy. Australian Archives, C.R.S. A1928 item
155/17/1.
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In the quest for the efficient and effective ‘mother/housewife’ archetype, many
activities relating to the feeding, clothing and nursing of children underwent radical
change. Buying in products and services replaced many ‘traditional’ household tasks for
many women. Bottling ones own preserves, pickling meat and eggs, making jams, sauces,
chutneys, baking bread, scones, tarts and puddings and so on, could be replaced by goods
bought from stores and/or delivered in suburban and most rural areas. Technological
increases in keeping food cool also changed some labour patterns by the start of the
Second World War, even the time-consuming rituals of labour on washing, laundry and
ironing days was being overhauled. Flat irons, charcoal irons, ‘Mrs Potts irons’,
laundry props, washboards, washing in forty gallon drums over an open fire, and other
time consuming labours were overhauled by new ‘labour saving' devices. Increasingly
women became alienated from domestic production, with commercial substitutions
altering patterns of domestic production and consumption. The cries of ‘Rabbio, Rabbio’
and other delivery noises became less frequent in the streets.69

As the hours spent on household labour diminished, mothers were exhorted to
spend more time focused on their responsibilities to their children. Beyond feeding and
clothing, there was an increasing call for mothers to play with their children and become
more involved in their children’s out of school leisure time. Curbing children’s tendency
to ‘roam’ the streets could be managed if the appropriate toys and games were made
available for ‘home play’.70 With falling birthrates, and increasing home sizes, the
privileging of children in the family unit became a central preoccupation of child
‘experts’ and reformers of the early twentieth century. Coterminous with the
normalising of household production and reproduction was the massive reordering of

childbirth and women's struggle for control of their bodies.

o Len Ellis recalls 'The rabbit man would come round every week - sixpence a pair - with
them hanging on the back on the cart and he'd pull up "Rabbio, Rabbio™ and out you'd go.
And he'd skin it and chop the head off - sixpence a pair. You had to cook it straight
away. You couldn't keep fresh meat'. QHI., Ellis, Circa, 1918.

70

These developments are more fully discussed in Chapter 7, below, as is differential
familial responses.
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Of those people | interviewed, who were born prior to the nineteen twenties, all
were born at home or in a relative’s home. Many could recall stories told about their
birth, the name of the midwife present and/or the doctor if, indeed, a doctor was present.

Eileen O’Loughlin’s narrative is representative of many women's management of
childbirth and early child-rearing in the first decades of the twentieth century:

Every one of the children was born at home and mother never
had an anaesthetic. Never had an anaesthetic in her life....
Sometimes the midwife wouldn’t get there. Father went up
and got old Mrs Ryan - they lived about a mile up the road -
she was father’s auntie, and she would come down. And | think
one of her sisters was always there. And then father went off
to town to get Mrs Kitson, she was an old midwife who’d come.
And old Davey (the farm labourer) went once to get the
doctor.

| don’t know what all the fuss is about now. It's only natural.

It’s only a natural process. She always stayed in bed a good

twelve days afterwards. She always slept with the baby on

her arm. The baby and the next one always slept in the same

room as our parents. So there was always two in the room....

None of us was weaned before we were twelve or maybe fifteen

months old. And then she would have the baby sitting on her

lap at mealtimes. (She’d) Start with the gravy and then a

little bit of mash potato, and took it from there. She’'d put a

little bit on her finger first and then she’d use a spoon. She

always did that.71

While many of the interviewees who were born in the late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century could talk at length about the aftermath of the birth of siblings,
very few were formally informed that a birth was imminent. Kathleen McLean recalls
coming home from school for lunch one day to be informed by the girl employed to help in
the house, on a daily basis, that she had a baby sister. Kathleen replied, ‘l don’t have a
sister’ and was adamant that the girl was obviously wrong. On being told to ask her
mother, Kathleen discovered her newly-born sister, Laurel, propped up in her mother’s
bed. ‘I got such a shock, | forgot to ask my mother how Laurel got there!
And, do you know, | never ever did.72

Many oral narratives also focused on the ‘mysterious’ appearance of babies, with

only two of the younger women interviewees volunteering information on the audio tape

1 OHl., O'Loughlin.

72 QHI., McLean.
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about menstruation. Some women, like Kathleen McLean, were happy to discuss their
complete shock and fear at experiencing their first menstrual cycle, but only after the
tape was turned off. The pervasive silence encompassing sexual/bodily ‘functions’
continued in many reconstructed narratives to be mythologised.”3 Some of the more
inquisitive interviewees, like Thelma Williams, understood that you ‘weren’t
supposed to ask any questions about such things (reproduction), but you
would come to your own conclusions anyway.”4

That childbirth was hazardous for many women was experienced first hand by
many of the interviewees. Veronica Sladdin recalled the long illness of her mother, after
the birth of Veronica's younger brother, at their home in Clare, in the mid-north of
South Australia, in August, 1909:

Mrs. Reynolds (a midwife) officiated at my brother’s birth,
and something went wrong. Something happened and they had
to have two trained (nursing) Sisters in the house for six
weeks. And dad used to refer to ‘That dirty old midwife’, and
that was old Mrs Reynolds. | used to know where she lived.
The doctor was at James’ birth, Dr. Otto Wein Smith, too. She
(Mother) had septicemia, you see.

Margaret: What did they do for it?

Veronica: One thing they did, they bled her at the ankle ... but
they’'ve got different methods, now. ..When | was about five
(after Jim’s birth) she had surgery for hydatis (sic) (A cyst
containing tapeworm). Nobody knew how she got it, or where
or when. And she was operated in Calvary (Hospital, North
Adelaide), the original Calvary, and | came down with her.
And | stayed with these cousins on Gilbert Street (Adelaide).
The doctor at Clare was very savage with my dad because dad
didn’t want old Otto (the doctor) to do it. He wanted someone
special to do it because it was a big operation. | used to go
and stay with her at the hospital, and when she finished there
she went down to St. Margaret’s, at Semaphore, and | went
too. | stayed down there (at the hospital) with her, t0o.75

3 This is discussed more fully below, in Chapters 7 and 8. It needs also to be stated that
the terms of agreement for interviewing was that the major focus was on their
‘childhood' and that many of the men and women reconstructed 'childhood' as a time of
'sexual innocence'.

74 - . )
OHL., Williams. Thelma went on to add that she was frequently wrong in her conclusions!

75

QHI., Sladdin, née Scales.
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Traces of mutual dependencies and effects exist in Veronica's discourse, between
emergent social scientific discourses on health and hygiene and administrative practices
reqgulating women’s hospitalisation for normalised health care. In Veronica's father's
request for ‘someone special’, that is, someone ‘expert’, to operate on his wife, lies one
of the many small points of mutual dependency, and of concrete instances, of the
increasing interdependence of the medico-biological experts (and practitioners) and the
‘population’.

By the early to mid 1920s midwives had to become registered by the State, in
South Australia, a move that had been strongly advocated by the School for Mothers since
its formation in 1909, who, themselves, had opened the first babies’' hospital in
Australia at St. Peters, in 1915.76 From 1926, renamed as the Mothers and Babies
Health Association, this organisation widely disseminated information across the State,
visiting individual homes and/or health centres, utilising radio broadcasts and setting up
special ‘baby health trains’, to traverse rural regions. In 1937 the Association
published The Australian Mothercraft Book which represented the views of several
Adelaide medicos, and a masseur, on a series of health management issues from treating
red-back spider bites to the necessity of three to four hour feeding schedules for infants.

While not all of these ‘laws’ were adopted by many families, their very advocacy
provided conditions for the further emergence and production of a specific bio-medical
discourse in reiation to ‘mothers’ and ‘babies’. Childbirth practices, for non-Aboriginal
women, had demonstrably changed by the end of the 1930s. The ‘normal’ procedure was
for women to be ‘hospitalised’ in some form of nursing home for ten to fourteen days
where birth was managed away from women’s previous, and traditional, female support
system. Asked why they thought such changes, from home births to hospital/nursing
home births, had ‘come about’, most interviewees responded along the lines of ‘better

medical care’ and ‘more hygienic' lines, with some noting that stillbirths and early

e For elaboration on the role of the School for Mothers, see Jones, In Her Own Name.

pp.166, 168, 170-172.
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infancy deaths declined with the ‘advent' of hospital births.77 Along with other
coterminous ideological notions of rationalising housekeeping roles and duties, the
construct ‘mother’ was undergoing major changes in relation to pregnancy and child-
birth. Such changes, as | previously stated, were often contributed to by women
themselves who did not wish to die in child-birth, or have too many dependent children.
But this is not to minimise in any way that child-birth became increasingly annexed by
the medical profession and joined the ranks of other surgical procedures. For younger
interviewees, child-birth became a medical event, as opposed to a natural event.

While the rites and rituals of child-birth and child management changed radically
in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the format of family
entertainment within the home changed, arguably, the least - although the family was
exposed to new technology such as electricity, gas, wireless, the automobile, the moving
pictures and the telephone during these ‘decades’. Molly Dutton (b.1896) recalls a
manner of family entertainment that was still being experienced by many of the
interviewees who were born twenty to thirty years later - that of playing cards, ludo or
singing around the piano on a Sunday night when ‘the furniture used to be pushed
aside and we used to dance in the old dining room’.78  While many houses were
not as large as Molly Dutton’s in Mitcham, similar rituals of Sunday ‘singalongs’ were
experienced across class groups and by most urban and rural children. Some noticeable
exceptions to Sunday family amusements were children living in households where their
parents held religious beliefs which precluded the playing of cards and/or singing and
dancing on the Lord's Day.”9

William Burns (b.1905 at Parkside) recalls family song nights when:

My mother would play (the piano) and my sister (elder) was
a very good pianist, and she was a very good singer ... and my

7 . . . . :

7 While some women, like Elizabeth Noonan and Jean Sudlow, commented on their desire to
have had more than one child (Mrs Noonan had a daughter and Mrs Sudlow, a son) most
gave economic reasons for not having large families. No interviewee volunteered any
information directly on matters of contraception.

78
OHI., Dutton.

79

The differential observance of the 'Sabbath’ is discussed in Chapter 4, below.



father was a good singer. And as | told you | could sing before
| could walk. (We’d sing) The old ones - in the First World

War, we’d sing all those war songs - Pack Up Your Troubles,

Long. Long Way to Tipperary. Before that we'd sing the songs

that were in fashion at the time.... We’d have musical

evenings in those days.

Margaret: How would they go?

William: Friends would come along and sit around the room

and you’d have everyone joining in. As a kid | learnt

elocution. | would say my piece and then somebody would sing

and somebody else would recite. That’'s how the entertainment

was then - no television.80

Reconstructions of memories of Sunday meals with friends around, bread and
dripping from the Sunday roast, the Catholic priest calling in for his regular Sunday
lunch, relatives visiting, listening to the Sonora gramophone and ‘making your own fun’
dominate interviewees narratives, except from those interviewees whose home life was
described as ‘strict’.81 Along with the memories of cleaning spoons, knives and polishing
the floors on Saturdays, are tightly held memories and much repeated stories of a
mother’s or father's kindnesses or special deeds.82 Jean Sudlow fondly recalls :

Talking about summer time - we had no air conditioning or

electric fans or anything like that. We had hand fans. Well,

when it was very hot mum and dad would bring the mattresses

off the bed, wire mattresses, (and) put them out in the back

yard. She even had sheets on the line to keep the moon from

shining in our faces. Mum would be up and down all night

changing the sheets around. That used to happen quite a lot.83

Relationships with parents and siblings are problematic categories but are
obviously central to the interviewees reconstructed memories of their family life.84
Dominant in the reconstructed accounts of family life, of household production,
consumption, reproduction and rituals is a belief by the interviewees that somewhere in

their narrative lies a point of certainty, of knowledge and of truth. Yet, such

80 QHI., Burns.

. OHI., Ellis; Sudlow; O'Loughlin; Clarke and Green. For more rigid observances of
Sundays, see OHI., Schubert; and Venables.

82 OHL, Tonkin.

83 OHL, Sudlow,.

84

This discussion is elaborated in Chapters 7 and 8, below.



114

mythologemes work to obfuscate the changing discursive positionings of women (and
children), for example, in relation to medicalisation practices, to their reproduction
capacities and their sexuality. According to bio-medical discourses, ‘mothers’ are
reconstructed not as passionate lovers of their children but as ‘rational’ care-givers who
monitor the health, hygiene and safety of their offspring - a sanitised, hygienic mother.
The ‘rational’ construct ‘housewife’ and the ‘rational’ construct ‘mother’, in bio-
medical discourse, conjoin to share a similar search for self-understandings in
reflections obtained through service to others and the State.

Yet ‘mothers’ are neither totally powerful nor powerless, regardiess of the
archetype presented. All ‘subjects’ are contradictory and, as such, one’s positionings and
repositionings are fragmentary and momentary. Family forms and relationships are not
to be read, then, as rational and unitary but as signifiers that gvery practice is a
production. Thus, when Thelma Smalley reconstructs the news of the impending
‘arrival’ of her baby sister, her narrative can be read as a re-producing of power
relations whose day-to-day practices and meanings contributed to the maintenance of her
gendered subjectivity:

| don’t think | knew what was going to happen.... But Mother

was not very well for about three weeks before my sister was

born, and | asked her what the matter was. And | said, ‘Have

you got something the matter with your stomach?’ And she

said, ‘Yes. You are going to have another baby brother or

sister’. | didn’t know. | didn’t know which end they came out
of!85

As with Thelma's account of her mother’s impending labour, all the interviewees
reconstructed memories of ‘family life’ reveal that practices and meanings have
‘histories’ which are articulated and developed through the lives of the individuals
concerned. Interviewees' investments of discourses can be read as socially constituted
and constitutive of subjectivity, which - for every individual - results in the production

of multiple meanings and choices.86

85  OHL, Thelma Smalley.

. The 'taking-up' of gendered positionings is analysed in Chapters 7 and 8, below.



Just as ‘the mother’ was accorded a ‘new status’ in familial relations, the position
of ‘the father' was re-aligned in the changing network of power relations. The
juridically absolute power of the father was ‘softened’ in favour of the mother and
children. In the nineteenth century, most children had worked either directly for their
fathers or had contributed wages to the family economy. By the 1930s the father-child
relation had been re-defined as a purely educative and social one. Nineteenth century
family forms were accorded a different community ‘value’ than those in post-World War
Il South Australia, in that there was an explicit ranking of families and individuals in
both their ‘public’ and ‘private’ lives by their ‘peers’ in the small group(s) of
people(s) with whom they mixed, be it a rural town, an Adelaide ‘area’ or suburb. The
number of horses owned, or the size of one’'s allotment, or involvement in one’s church
group as an elder or lay minister, all were sources of ranking men and their families.
Nineteenth century forms of the family frequently functioned as a unit of production,
whether in farming, shops or other retail ventures, or trades such as tanning and
brickmaking. The separation of children from both paid and unpaid work constituted the
changing constructions of the patriarchal relations with which we are familiar in the
twentieth century.

While interviewees frequently privileged their mothers in re-constructing their
childhoods, fathers were not rendered invisible unless they had not been physically
present within the family household.87

In many cases interviewees spoke of ‘close bonds' with their fathers. For some,
like Veronica Sladdin, it was a case of necessity that she spent a lot of time with her
father, due to her mother's iliness and her position as eldest in the family. Her father

was a mail contractor and operated a coach and pair from Clare to Blythe, and return.

Margaret: What jobs did you have to do?

Veronica: | was the eldest. | had to help with the horses. |
was the man about the place. | had to help Dad ... round up the
horses and chase the horses and the cows and do all sorts of

87 QHlI., Venables; Simpson.



jobs. We bought our wood long and we used to saw it up. We
had one of those things you put the big log in - its like two
logs in the ground and it comes up like that (gestures) the log
sits in it. And we had what we call a cross-cut saw. | would
be one end and dad the other. | had to do all that sort of thing.

Margaret: How old were you then?

Veronica: Right from the time | could even squeak. Then dad
used to chaff his own hay - make chaff from it. The hay cutter
was set up on one of these blocks on top of the hill and he had
two horses in it (strapped to it) and he used to feed the hay
into it (the cutter). That was too dangerous (for Veronica) so
we had to ride the horses round and round (io operate the hay
cutter). | used to have to feed the horses and the cows. We
use to eat the chaff until the mouse plague came (laughter).
And Saturday mornings Dad used to rip open the chaff bags and
stitch them all up and make a big rig and he used to put them
all down in the shed and we had to clean all the brass on the
harness and on the coach. He used to do the straps but | had to
clean the brass.88

For others like Coralie Green and Patricia Fitzpatrick, who were much younger

than Veronica Sladdin, it is the affective side of their relationship with their fathers that

they privilege.

unemployment, provide a great deal of information about daily rituals.

Coralie: My father, | think, thought he was the better cook,
and | think my mother probably went along with that because
he was a baker, a pastry cook. | think when he was there he

would cook but when he wasn’t there, she would do it. He
generally wasn’t there for breakfast because he would go to
work early. | am not sure about tea time. But Sunday lunch
my father always did.89

Later,

Coralie: ...When my father lost his job, with the last money
he got he bought a cow. We had an acre of land and fruit trees
and he had a really good vegetable garden because he had come
from a farm. He used to make butter and once he made
cheese.90

Coralie’s narratives about her father, particularly during his times of

Coralie described her father’s efforts to grow gherkins in the Depression and sell

them at the Jam Factory, and of his growing ‘pumpkins, beans, marrow, spinach,

cabbages, tomatoes - all of those things’.

88

89

90

QOHI., Veronica Sladdin.

Ibid.

OHl., Coralie Green.

She posited that ‘It was a question
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of necessity but also it was a question of pride for my father. ‘This was
his way of managing during the Depression. Buying a cow with the last of
his money. He was going to be alright, he had this big piece of land and he
could grow things."91

In re-constructed memory, Coralie depicts her father as more of a feminist than
her mother, who was active in various campaigns on behalf of women. It is intriguing to
follow Coralie’s narratives about her relationship with her father because it posits that
the social constructs of ‘masculinity’ and ‘masculinism’ are as in need of historical
investigation and elucidation as the constructs ‘femininity’ and ‘feminism’. In reading
the ways in which Coralie’s father formed and re-formed himself during his mission
work, his Union work, and his unemployment, to name but a few critical events, allows
one to observe the workings of ‘masculinism’ as a distinct, dichotomous historical
political position. It also serves to reaffirm that biologism does not inform the lived
experience of ‘masculine’ subjects. Men, too, are historically constituted ‘sexed’
subjects whose ‘investments’ and desires are observed in their multiple subject
positionings.92

The ‘home’ and ‘the family’ as a site of contestation, and therefore as a site of the
production of images, social practices and constructions, discourses and psychic
representations of meanings, is central and critical to a reading of gendered childhood
positionings and practices.  Within oral narratives, based on reconstructed memories,
one can understand, correlatively, the successive thoughts, actions, images and feelings
of the interviewees insofar as they present a certain directedness. As a
listener/participant, at no_stage could | predict or deduce a narrative's ‘conclusion’.
Always/already a thousand possible contingencies are presented prior to a narrative’s
‘end’. In discussing, extrapolating, analysing and presenting a story of ‘home life’, and of
‘family life’, the interviewees concluded their narratives not with a predictable ‘end’

but an acceptable conclusion. For them, as well as for me, there was an expectation that,

91 Ibid.

92 This argument is taken up, below, in Chapter 7.
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upon reflection, the interviewees could describe that the ending to their story required
those sorts of events and actions which they chose to describe. The ability to ‘look back’
is made possible by the teleological movement directed by our expectations when we fell
and follow the narrative. To comprehend a narrative it, at some stage, must be judged as
‘acceptable’ to both speaker and listener.

In the re-telling of narratives of ‘the home' and ‘the family’ one gained a sense of
‘retrieval’ of the interviewees most fundamental potentialities, as they are inherited
from ‘the past’, in terms of a personal fate and a common destiny. Constant repetition of
our ‘life stories’ is perhaps, ultimately, an attempt to establish human action at the level
of ‘authentic’ historicality. It is within the Morphology of the Folktale that Viadimir
Propp first focused, within Russian folk tales, on the model of an heroic quest.93 In
these folktales, the hero (always male) meets a challenge which he is sent to overcome.
Throughout the quest, the hero is faced with a series or trials which he victoriously
overcomes through confrontation. Implicit within these folk narratives is the
circularity of the imaginary travel, a sense of ‘timelessness’ in which the quest itself
duplicates a travel in space that assumes the shape of a return to the origin. It is evident
in all of the interviewees’ narratives that there is a similar element of a ‘trapped’,
encapsulated voyager. All of them re-told of various childhood and familial ‘initiations’
or quests which had to be overcome. For some, like Coralie Green, it is symbolised by
her sense of ‘shame’ at having to play the violin on a Sunday night in Rundle Street at her
parents’ street mission and hoping her class mates would not see her. For others, like
Thelma Williams, it is encompassed in her story of ‘the stranger’ who ‘exposed himself’
to her while she was on her way to Sunday School, provoking feelings of fear, disgust and
abandonment which remained palpable in her re-telling.94

The ‘hearth’ and the ‘'home’ exert a considerable psychical ‘hold’ on re-
constructed memory. Like some form of mythical Labyrinth, interviewees were

constantly involved in a quest to ‘break out’ and search for, and return to, their

93 Vladimir Propp, Morphology of the Folktale, Austin, Texas, 1968.

94 See QH!., Coralie Green. Full transcript contained in Appendix A; and QHI,, Thelma
Williams.
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metaphorical and geographical roots. The maze of ‘events’ from birth to present age
(and imminent death) were frequently narratised as a journey - a journey which, in
memory, could be returned to temporally. A circular travel in space from the ‘exterior
to the ‘interior’. Memory brings us back, in a sense, to the myriad potentialities of
‘self’ that the narrative retrieves. The myth of Ulysses and his quest for Ithaca - and
himself - is an important one for all human beings. For like Ulysses, we too are all
involved in the search of the ‘essence’ of ourselves, and so we travel back to our
‘homeland’ to ‘re-discover’ who we are.

For most interviewees, ‘home’ and the ‘family’ are represented in the structure
of their narratives as a mythical point of origin and a mythical point of departure, a form
of mythic centering, a paradigm of ‘Odysseus’ travels in which Ulysses’ voyage was a
voyage towards the centre, towards Ithaca, that is, towards himself. Time and again the
myth of Ulysses is employed in various forms, either consciously or unconsciously, by
the interviewees to describe the recapturing of one's emotional ‘homeland’ - a journey of
‘rediscovery’ to establish one's identity, that is, who one was. Yet, there is never an
acknowledgement that if one does find one’s ‘home’ again then one becomes a new being -
not who she/he was, but who she/he js. As Ricoeur has stated:

Memory, therefore, is no longer the narrative of external adventures

stretching along episodic time. It is itself the spiral movement that,

through anecdotes and episodes brings us back to the almost motionless
constellation of potentialities that the narrative retrieves.85

The ‘end’ of the ‘story’ for many interviewees is what equates the present with
the ‘past’, the actual with the potential. The emphasis is on the teller, that is, the hero;
the hero js who she/he was!

For most of the interviewees, the notion of ‘who was | then?" and ‘who am | now?’
embraces questions of ‘how did | become this man/woman?’ ‘how do | know myself?’
Just as Ulysses journeyed towards his sense of be-ing, the interviewees’ narratives can
be read as a journey towards the self. But as Ulysses discovered, the morpheme ‘man’

and ‘woman’ is never identical with whom one ‘is’. As Derrida noted, the copula 'is’ is

S Paul Ricoeur, 'Narrative Time', in Critical Inquiry. Autumn, 1980, p.186.
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always as a supplement.96 Be-ing is a highly complex process of inscription and
naming, and of embodiment. s it any wonder that the emotional ‘home land' is
mythologised by many who, like the King in Alice in Wonderland, believe that in one's
life narrative, ‘one can begin at the beginning ... and go on till you come to the end; then
stop’. ‘Facts’ and ‘fictions’ supposedly become immutable in the retelling, yet they are
an intimate fabrication, a catachresis without a literal message. Understanding of the
self comes about not from journeying to one's own Ithaca, but from studying a matrix of
social and discursive practices. To the extent that these practices turn out to vary
historically, ‘self-understanding’ will vary as well.

The shifting boundaries between ‘public’ and ‘private’, ‘interior’ and ‘exterior’,
became readily apparent in the early twentieth century with emergent bio-medical
objectivations of the ‘mother’ and the ‘child’. Just as ‘woman’s’ ‘natural functionings’
were increasingly brought under medical surveillance, the ‘child’ in ‘woman’s’ care was
to be ‘modernised’ and ‘normalised'.

Superintending children’s time, space and motion was viewed as critical by many
child experts. Movements away from the supposed all seeing gaze of the mother were to
be increasingly monitored. One of the first sites of intervention, outside of the home, was
on the streets. It is to these attempts to ‘control’ the streets, and the bodies in them, that

| now turn.

o6 See J. Derrida 'The Supplement of the Copula : Philosophy before Linguistics' in Margins
of Philosophy. Trans. by A. Bass, Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 1982. pp.175-
205.
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CHAPTER THREE : CHILDREN IN THE STREETS

‘And the s