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SUMMAtr

Thc mcanlng of bclns a B'oman le determlncd by tlre nature of

rclatlon¡hlpa bctvcen ìNtmen and men or, more preclsslyr by thc epeclflc

orderlng of thoee rclatlonghlpË wtthln a partlcular aoclcty. Thl¡ ordcr

I have callcd thc "gendctr-ordcr." The gondGr-ordc¡ ls one of the naJor

ldeologleal fofmc by whlch soclal meanlng le created, an order whlch

.ncpmps,s¡Gt the enttre eoclety, sub- or euper-lmpoged on aII othor

ordcrlngr. In th18 th€cls, I dlscuse aomc of the eoutponont parte of

the south Auctrarlar¡ gcnder-ordcr, a¡d the way3 1n vhLch hall of thc

Eouth Auctrgllan populetton durlng the twentfeth ccntuly Yas dtrected

to bcco¡re tomen. In partlcular¡ I arialyse the wayr 1n vhlch thrce

naJor ln¡tltutlona ahapcd tho gender-order erid enforccd lt, and the waya

ln whlch a partl,cular cample of womcn tlved wlthln th¡t otdcr'

Tho threc |n¡tltutlonr 6re the Educatlon Dcpartnentr the Arbltretion

Syetcn, and the lurmlgratlon Department. Each ln¡titutlon bad lt¡ own

concerns a¡rd dlrcctlons, and hcnce lt¡ own deftnttlon of t'vomon" -- ln

cach ca¡e e dollnltlon whlch clrangcd over tlmc end vag alao dlffercnt

from a¡rd ¡onetlnea contradlctory to the dcflnltlon! of the other

lnstttutlons. Thlr conrtalletlon of deflnltlons I havo ceUed the "1dc¿l

of the good ronan." I have fotlovred tlp lnternal loglc a¡rd hlstory of

thlg tdcal tbrorgh the uorklnge of each instltutlon, looklng at both thc

rhctorlc eoncerntng "good womonr" and at the conaequcncGs of practlcal

appllcatlon¡ of thc ldcal.

In ordor to olf¡et the lnetltutlonsl b1a¡ of such an analysle, I

hevs cxamlned the blographl€c of aixty wonþnr looklng at the waye ln

vhlch thc gondcr-ordcr affectod thelr dally llyeg. Thcsc blographlca

wcrc drawn trom the caee noteE of women admlttcd to Glenaldc (P¡ychletrle)

Horpltel ln South Auetrella.
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I

INTRODUCTION

In thc laat tventy ycara thera has b€en e rGÊurScnce of roclal

hlctory a¡ e ooncern of l{cstern hlctorlans.l In the I¡¡t tcn yGalst

thcre hee becn I rca¡rgGnce of soncnrs hlatory.z Thl¡ thcsl¡ 1r

¡ltustcd 1n both tradltlont. It bogan ln a daelre to undoretand the

hlstorl¡ of thc everyd¡y llvcs of wonon ln sot¡th Auatralla durlng thc

twentlcth cantury. It ha¡ beæne an lnveatlgatlon lnto thc sPeclflc

ncanlnge of the ldeel of thc "good womanrr e3 ft ree hsld by varlous publlc

lnatltr¡tlone bêtnrcen 19Ð and 19?O, co¡nblncd wlth a dl¡cueslon of some of

tln cxpcrlonces of South Auetralla¡r wonen vho attemptcd to llve up to

or wlthln that ldeal.

The paaeago of ny concerr¡ from cveryday Ilfc to that of the ldGel

of the good wonan has b€en long, lnvolvlng ¡nuch trlal and crror a¡rd

cxpcrluantatlon 1n thc broåÈ and @ncoptually ttlffuae fleld¡ of Eoclal

hlatory and womün's hlttory. I begen by explorlng tbcorloc of cveryday

llfs a¡rd conceptc oû vomcnte ¡tatu¡ and posltlon. That wa¡ too abctract,

too lar fron the rcal llvêa of South Auctrstlen tÞn€n. Thle ra1¡cd

the guc¡tlon of aource!: wlpre wsrc tlere rs@rd¡ of ordlnary wonen'¡ llve¡?

In thlnklng about thlr, I turned the problem on lts hcad: tt nlght bQ pots-

lblc to flnd out nore about thc n¡Ie¡ arrd cxpcrlencca of no¡mal lllc by

¡tudylng atnornallty, 1.€.¡ wh¿t led to partlcular womn botng dcftncd a¡

devlant? Spcclftcally, I dcctded to look at thc rccorded 1lvce of mad voÉn,

to dlscowr what nornl tbey had transgrcc¡cd. Two ma-lor dlfflcr¡Itlca taosc

l¡Ërc. To undcretand a¡rd eltuato the recordc requlrcd e lot of baekground

I ScG e.E. I E,J. Hob¡bayn¡ "Fron Soclal Hlttory to thc Hl3tory.-of Societyrt'
oacdarù¡, loo, No. 1 (wintor 1971) r P9-1 Ð-4$ sutan Eadc, "soclal
EffirvrnBr1ta1nln1Û76--ASurvey,'..@IJ,31(Nov.19?6)'
pp. 3E-õ3.

sgc €.g., Grenda Hornc, "elutl-. ¡h
snd Anerlcsn ttomnta Hletoryr"
Bul¡otln. 26 (Spring 1973)
Fqt"t, o,a ropo B¡r ,, ¡, Eú .,ry t
Soclcty, 2, No. g (Sprlng l977rr PP. 62E-6O.

2.
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hlstory, lnvolvlng me ln an extenalve atudy of neJor $outh AustrÈlla¡l

aoclal lnatLtutlons. À'lore lmportantly, I reallced that there wae no

clear-cut boundary between normallty and ab¡rormallty, no easy way of

identifylng what were tlre normÊ transgreË6ed. I came to see that I

needed to focue on uho $¡aË dolng the tran¡gr€aslng. tt'iy fundanental taak

ryas to cleflne the category "f,,omen.t'

lYomEn aa a soclal group have, untll recently, been co¡tppicuously

absent frorn most histortCal wrltlng. "Womenr" and the "prlYate spheler"l

or the "domegtlc dotalnr"2 wlth which tlny were cornmonly assoClated,

were generally rcgardecl aa essentlally t'natural .tt 
^6 

such a naturel

category, Ìvom€n aE a group were taken for grantedr were slmply "th€rer"

outslde hlstory Énd cr¡tslde the realm of socl8.l analyuLs.3 In the lest

clecacle or so, however, subctarrtlal questlonlng of womenra ¡rosf'tlon ln

socfe ty has Brlaen, and a bdy of soclal aclentlflc llterature has begun

to emerge deatlng wlth women Bnd the sexual dlvlslon of lab,r¡.4 In thls

1 . I{. Arendt, The llumån Condltlon (New York¡ Doubleday Anchor, 19ó9),
ilpp.9-69¡ J. otNelll, "Itubllc and Prlvato Iìpace,

"i$orsl, ¡foman and Im¡noral tian: A Coneldaratlon of the Publlc-Prlvate

Propoeals f,or e Creatlve Þolltlca
IC'ûnøa: lJnlverslty of Toronto,

$¡rItt and its Polltlcul Iiamlflcatione,
4 (L574)r pp. 4õ3-73.

I 6d. by T. Lloyd and Joi\{. Ñlcleod
1968)¡ pp. 74-93i J. Bethke lllehtaln,

"polttlcs "nd 
so.lû, 4, Nor

2.

3.

Meyer Fortee, Kin¡hlp ancl the Soclal Order: ThP Legacv of- Lewls Honry
l'lorgan (tondon: Iioutteage and Kega¡ì PauI , 1970)r PP. 87-1OO.

Àileen iíracll'tor, uÞ froln tbe PedeetBl (chlc¿gq3 Quadrangre, 1968),
p. 3. On the epejlflc excluslon of women from ¡\ustraltan hlstory,
see i.{.D. Liebelt, "\lomen in Austr6llan Itlstory: /r l¡lea f or lìecognltlonr"
B.Â. IIonÉ. 'fhee1s, ltlstory llepartment, Âdelalde Unlversltyr 19?ô.

4. In terms of Australlan hlotory, see Si. Uncel, N. ltlaclienzle and trl.

Tebbutt, l{ornen and [inC1e tv r An ,tus tr lnn tudv (l,,tel bou rne: Cheshlre,
1974) i B. Klngston, \Tlfe Poor þI

and itork ln Auetral la bourne¡ NeIeon, 7975 I'1. Ityan snd Â. Conlon,
Gentle Inv a! Auetrallan \Ton€n åt Work 178,8-1974 (ltolbourne¡
Nelaon, 1975); A suruners, God s lioll
isatlon of itomen ln Augtral le lctorta: Penguln , 1975) i Â. Curthoys,

berra¡ AuptrallanÍi. Eado and P. fiPeerrltt, eds. Women at uork (Can

$oclety for the litudy of Labour lllstory, f 975)i J. lrlercer, erl., Þ
other Half : lYomen tn ltustrallsn Socletv (Vtctorlas Fenguln, 197õ);
M. Dlxson,
!æ (Vl.ctorle: Penguln, 1976).
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llterature, women have been treated as å soclal group, thelr sltuatlon

ancl status as a soclal natter and h€nce deservlng of hlatorlcal analyele.

ûespite thls resurgoncc of lntcrest, there ls stlIl, nonetholess, con-

slderabla conceptual confuslon ln much of the work, revolvlng arot¡nd

the deflnttlon of "wonen": ln what aensg ate women a homogoneous soclrìl

and hlstorlcal cate¿gory? Wonlen were not 6nd are not any partlculAr

eub-group, caste, race or rnlnorlty, t¡r¡t ænprlee apProxtmatoly hnlf of

every maJor socf aI grou¡lln¡¡, a¡e approxlmatoly h¿rlf of hunanki¡rd ln

general , half of atl. societles anct each of thclr categories. tly thelr

lclentlficatlon as ¡nenrbers of ttrese spec¡.f lc categoriea, s¡omon are radlcally

dlstlnguisÌ¡ed from each other. In what s€nse, tlten, âle wornon a gr<rup?

It becarne fncreasingty clear to me that ttwomen" concelved as ¡r

na.tural group nrlght be a dlscrete categol'Yr b¡t "women" os n. Eoclal group

could only tn lclenttfled 1n relatlon to another torm: "nen" as a 8oclal
I

group.' 'fhat ls, what unlvereally unltes womên i-s thelr soclal.-sexual

ldentlty, thelr ,rnd"", thelr "femlnlnlty" as dlgtlngutshed fro¡n the soclal

attrlbute of "ma6cul 1n1ty."2 The meonlng of belng a \{otnan 1Ë thus deter-

mlned by the nature of relatlonshlps between women and men or, more

precisely" by the epeclffc orderlng of those relattons wlthln a pertlcular

eocl.ety. Thls order, whlch I call hereafter the "gander-orderr" 1s, a

I

2.

Joan KcIIt-ç6oo1, "The goclå1 H€I
Impllcatlons of [I-onpnt s lllritoryr"
and sgg!g!¿, 1, No. 4 (suumer 1976)r PP. El2-17.

Theae conceptË src clearly deflned by Ann Oakley, SeT. Gender and

socletv (Melbourne: Sun Books. lg?2)t p. 16¡ "'sext ls a word that
reters to the blologlcal dtÎferences bêtween male and fen¡ale: the
vlelhie dlfference ln genitalla, the releted dlfference ln procreatlve
functlon. 'Oendcrr however ls a matter of q¡lture! 1t refers to
the soctal claeelflcatlon lnto rmaaq¡Ilne' and rfemlnine."'



4c

rlgid aud cohe¡ent diviston of society or¡ the criterlon of g€nde¡', and

lt is reproducecl gerreration aJter generatton witl¡out the nee<i for i¡rdfviduel

corì6c1ouË lnterve¡rtior¡. 'l'he genoer-orderr aÊ an ord€rr ls unlveraal;

lts content, lrowever, ls soclolo¡llcally anr¡ Llstorlcally varlab.le. Thet

18, tlre epeeiflc reletlone between r¡ren and ìvomenr and the neanings of,

Lning a nar¡ or Ér u,oman, cliffer between socletles, ßnd wfthl.n the sane

soclety acroÊÊ tllne. The gender-order ltself remalns one of the naJor

icleological fornrs by whictr soclal meanlng is created, an order which

encompsaaêÊ tl¡e entire ooclety, sub- or super-lmposed on all other order-

inç. thi.s gandêr-order is the structure of relatlons that establiehee

the ureu¡ring of ttwonerrtt 
an<I "¡¡erìtln sny partict¡Iar eociety: it ests.hlialres

the putter¡i of relntlone betWeen nte¡r a¡¡d wome¡I as gendef grouP8, und

t¡tltween indtvldua-I ¡nerr a¡rcl wornen as membeis of ti¡ose speclfic groupË.

l/y alm was to underetand a apecific gender-ordel -- that oI twentieth

century South Australia. I bêgsn witl¡ the postulate that arry such

order ls premlsed on a ßp€clflc ldeal of the relations between men and

wome¡I, and thut the conponent lnetftutiorral parta <¡f the ortler atten¡rt

to slta¡ro tÌ¡e lives of all indlvlduals towsrdc that ideal . In other wor'ds,

an lrnporta¡rt functlon of the gender-or<ter is to transform peoP1e into

ldeal/good women and nen¡ and lneofar as people regard thenselves as

Þ'omen or men (thet fs, htrvlng the gencler identlty of rvo¡nen or men), they

are Ln some Fènae, ln many scnses, m€aaurlng thamselves and others agalnst

thelr underetancllng of the ldea1 etandard, of true or good wom€n and mcn.

Thua, to investlgate the resÉng of balng e $roman In twentleth century

$outh Australlan soctety would raqulre an analysle of the instltutlona

of tlre soclety t,hut shaped the genclerlrrder, the ways in rvhlch they

enforcecl tlre c¡¡rier, the \ryEyg 1n whtch women I lved rlthln that order;

tlp establisbment of ttro procise co¡rtent of tlp ideal of the Sootl uousn
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ênd the Conâ€quences of trylng to achleve lt. Obviously, this would be

an enormoua unde}tÊklng lnsofar a6 the gendÊr-order ls the most funda-

nrental , ¡¡¡ost perva.sive, ând nost taken for grarrted structure of the

soclety. i;ver.y condltion of an indlvidualrs llfe le affected by the

genrJer-or,der. lielectl,on wa6 ¡recessa,ry. I thereforar llmlted my enalysle

ln three are€.sl flrstly, by looking at only one t€r¡n of tl¡e mescultne-

fe¡ninlne relatlonahip¡ uecondly, by accepting tha lntrlnslc linltatlon¡

of rrry ernpirlcal deta; ancl thlrdly, by considerlng only tltree rnaJor

l¡rstltutlorral compolrents of the gênd€r-order.

(1) blost hlstorlcal wrltlng, as mêntloned above¡ has concentratcd on

the unlverssl,/mascullne ex¡nrlence, and we have ll¡nlted knc¡lvledge of

fe¡nlnine oxperience. It eee¡rred to re, therefore, tliat lt wap impr¡seiblc

to ep¡rroach the gender-order head-on untll thls severe- inbala¡rce had been

r.ectlfled 1n eome degree. Thls mcant that the appllcatlon of my crrnceptual

frarnework shoulri be btseeci towarde the deflnltion of the good woman

contalned in the gencler-ordcr operatlve ln twentleth century South Auõtrella.

Thls bi¿s seem€d neceaaary lneofar aÊ tl¡e effecta of tt¡e gencler-order on

the experlences of ¡nen arrd women are eubatantlally dif fererrt¡ soctal

experienee that, in the past, l¡as been tertnecl u¡rlveraal ls, ln f act,

prodomlnantly nascull¡¡o/put¡Itc experlence. Throughout tho thosler the

llves of rvo¡nen ¿rr€i shown to lntersect constantly wltlr those of ¡Ilell.

lionetlæiess, It ls the mea¡ring of such experlences for women that f have

focussed üporrr

Q) The seænd arra of selectl.vlty derlved from my concern to tnveetlgato

lndlvidual experler¡ce witl¡ln the gender-order as well as the worlslnge of

the ordor throtrgh i,ts conponent instftutlons. Tlrc proble¡n hers wag duta.

In gerrerul , ¡nost peoplo leave no ¡rêreonal account of thelr liveB. A

few write biographles, morÊ wrlte lettere (few of which survive), EqIne

wrlte dlarles, som€ &r€ interr¡lewed ry orâ1 lì1Éto'rian6. l¡'Or the rest,
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they romaln anonymous exc€tpt fn the lrg.s,so Only the repetitious, cyclic¡

corÌunon aspects of thelr lives are recorded by the Êtate: blrth, baptlsm,

mefflage, taxes pald, death -- b¡reaucratic r€cordB wblch give rrÉrr¡llng

to the actlons of the bureaucracy but llttle to the subJect. To thls

anonymlty, however, there is an excoptlon. l/hen arl apparently ofdinary

perton transgressea some law or tenet of behavlour, u,hen She/be stops

âcroË6 the boundary of legltlrnate tdlnarlneso into É¡o¡ne fr¡rm of devlancYr

tlren the State requlrea an explanqtlon. The nature of tl¡e transgresslon,

1ts explan¡¡tlon and what 1s dc¡ne by authorlty are record€d¡ and the

tratrsgresgor bêeomeg a ttca6e.t' ¡1}l 1¡rStltutionS that doal wlth eaee6

h¡ild up records of peoplers Iives contalning dlfferent types of c,let¿ril

aceorctlng to each lnstttutionra concern wlth a speclfic type of rlovlarrcy.

?he two maJor lnstltutlonal EyË,tems deallng wlth devt¿r¡rce ln trvontleth

contury 6outh Austral 1Ér were the JudtcLary/polLce force ar¡d the ¡nedlcal

profosslon -- wlth tho lnstltutlon of soclal work coming latterly to

spa¡ the two. The legal system was mtrlnly æncErned wlth those lndividuals

who tvere helrì to have lntentlonally transgreesed Flg¡ìlnst a speciflc and

soclally s¿t¡ctionod norm, tvho wor€ lndlvtdually reeponsible for their

behaviour¡ and hence nlust be punlshed. Âccordinglyr the rnlnl¡nal case

records of thts syetem aru @ncerned wlth tbo lmmedtate devlant behavlour,

tÌ¡e nature of the punlshment, trnd the effects <¡f lnflictlng thot punish-

mont. 1.he medlcal system¡ 1n contrsat, concerned ltself wlth those

lndivl.duals who were held to htrve unlntsntlonally devlatetl from more

general norme, who were not reaponslble for thelr beh¡rvia¡r which was

t¡6tlevect to be cauaed lnstcad by soeial, heredltary or blologlcal/physlcal

faotors, ancl heDce could be troated,/cured. The more extenslve medlcal

r6cord6 aro thus concerned wlth the lmnpdlate devlant behovtor¡r, not ln

itsclf, tilt aB a spêciflc manlfestatlon or sy¡nptom of a wlcler lllnees

or physlcal/npntal dlsublllty whose nature nuËt be dlscc¡verod hletorlcally,
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accurately defined or diagnosed, ttìen approprlately treated. llilthin thc

medlcal profes6lon, the pËychlètrlc bra¡ìch complled the most extenElv€

case notes, amouåtlng oft€n to Ilfe-long blographlcal eketchcs of tte

patlents.

I thersfore aorght and was granted permlsslon frorn the South

Austrnl 1an Dlrector of lvlental- Ileultl¡ Servlcee and the Superintenda¡rt of

Glenside llospltal , Íiouth Âustral la, to etudy so¡ne of the case notes

concernlug women ad¡nlttod to Glenslde Hospltal þtween 1945 and 197O.1

It ap¡roared to me that uee of psychlatrlc records as dsta fcr my rocearch

ryould have two s.dy¿lnf sgêBo Firstly, thay were the ¡nost conprehansivo

h¡reaucratlc records m¿ìlntûlned of the livee of wonen. ljecondly,

psychlatry as an lnstltutlon \r¿a'6 strongly lmpllcoted ln tire malntenence

of the gender-.order lnsofar as lt was conceirnod wltl¡ "curi.ng" deviation

and restorlng normelttyr Thls normallty was g€nd€r-specific! not normul

lndlvlduals t¡r¡t normal \tonen (and men) was th€ hoped-for goalr and normal

women, þ de:3intti,on, pursued the ldeal of becomlng good wornêrt¡ lhere

were also, however, two maJor tlmltatlona on my uac of the recoldc. Ftrst

$¿aÊ the fact that they were re@rds of the llves of rnad wornon, not

ordfnary tronìen. The next chapter (Maclness, D'ledlplne and T{omen), lnvolvea

a detailed dlgct¡sston of the meaning of madneas and of befng nad. flere,

I w1 sh nrerely to ln<tlcate the need for cautlon ln assunlng Bny sfunplc

connections or dlscontlnuitLeE beùueen ¡nadneeG and normaltty, and between

mad women and f{ood womsn. Thts cautlon le expllclt ln my use of the note¡

throughout the thosls. The second ltmltatlon concerned the nature of

1. These datee were flxed eomewhat a¡bitrarlly aa a ¡neans of llmltlng
my B¿trnpl6. Wtthln the blographlee of the somple thua drawn, however,
the general perlod of my lnvestlgatlon, c. 1920-1970r was smply
covêrad. For a aoclologlcal breakdown of the cont€nt of the caso
note blographlee, see b€lourr pr.17.
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h¡reaucratic records, ¡gl $,r a¡rd tl¡e speclf lc purpose6 for whlch psy-

chletrlc rscardÉ wsrÊ corrtpll€d.

Tho ceee notee fro¡u Glensldo lioepltal provldeú êevtlral types of

informatton: basic arl¡oinistratlve detalls (narne, age, btrthplocer dateo

of admlesion, trtal leavee, ctiecharge)¡ <letalls from mectleal cortiflcates

requestln€¡ admleslon, record of dlagnoses rnade and treatnente glven.

üccasionally, there were rêports by ward nuröeg, pgychologtsts, aocíal

worlcers, mental health visltors, occt¡patlonal therapists end outpntfent

cllntc staff. Most tmportantly, for Iny purpogoã, there ctore p$ychtatric

hlstorlea, taken moroorleee accordlng to tlæ followlng formule:

bo6ln wltlr the onset, duratlon and progress of tho
pnt1ent|s111nesg,1nclud1ngthe1rconp1a1nt-.@.
'fhe next part wtrll normally bc an account of any prevlous
psyehogenlc dtsorder. Then fol Iæs the hlstory of the
psrtlent'e Iife wlth comnente on the preeencre or other-
wlge of fe¡nllial or heredltary dleeasos, slcohollsm or
epi"lepsy, wlth notêt on the home atrcspbere and lnflue¡rce.
A proflls of noar relativee le ueeful . the ¡rcrsoneil
htstory ehould lnc.lude notes on oetly oovelopment¡
neurotlc tralts ln chlldhood¡ play 1lfe snd eoctÊblllty¡
school a¡rd wc¡rk re@rds; preu¡å¡'ital anci ¡naritsl cêx
history.

ïhat thls plan sought to eIlclt wae lnformatlo¡¡ thet could bo tra¡¡slated

into medical terms. PÊychlatry sow madneeS predomluantly ae aD lllnees

cauged by genetlc, qonetltutlonal, or accXder¡ttrl factr¡rs. It dld recogniae

a¡ well, howcver, that eo¡ne forms of mgdnesÉ w€re clue to aoclal tnslsd-

;þsturent or exacerbated by soclal conditlons, and therefore sought

l¡formatlon concerîing the patienti s past and prcsent envlronments. None-

thel6s6l clesplte the wlde range of types of lnforrnatlon rocordGd, the

caae not€s rvere often fragmentary Bnd cryptic. Occaatonally, they dld not

appenr even to provide an adequate nedical record.

thls che,ractor of the notes war expltcltly acknon,ledged by the

pTeeent-day hospltal staff, who ¡naintalned that thc c5¡ae notea ìvGre an

exceedlngly llmlted source of lnformatlon about horv the hospltal actuelly

operatecl . 'l'hey tnaieted thst the notes em¡rÌrotieecl ti¡e purely for¡nal
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relattons of thê cioctor ênd pÊtient end the physicnl treatrËntË of'dered,

excludlng the lnformal r€latlons of doctor and patlent that occurrd

ln the " therapeutlc envlronrnerr¡t't and were not recorded but kept in the

doctorrs nlnd and usually passeci on to other nÉmberg of 6taff conoerned

with the patlent at tho tture¡ anci generally eæclucilng ¡rlso both the

formal ancì informal rel¿¡tions betwoerr the pattent ¿nd the ntreing anci

pararnedical staff. Âgain, theso relatlons were not usually recorcied 1n

the case notes Lrut co¡rununieated l¡etwee¡r all those people æncerned wlth

Pstient X. In other worcls, the case notee contalnecl only a clrcumscrllrd

anrj to¡nnl record of the hospitallatlent reletlons. In o,rder to be

ucable, even by the staff, they had tcl be supplemented by the lnformal,

unwrltten recorüs of "people ln tÌ¡e knolv.tr

The only way to oyerco¡ne such a dlecrepaney ln informatlon botwe€n

the formal record and the tnfo¡mal practlceÊ ls to become a momber of

the group generatlng both, and thereby acquire a¡¡ underatandlng of the

"cocler" of the presuppoËltlons and easumptlons of tl¡c gr<r¡p in its ciaily

actlvltlea. Insofat, aE my purposeã wcre hlstorlcal, thts was not poaelble.

I wac urged to "got a feel" of the hoepltal and lts operatlone by wander-

lng around, slttlng ln on meetlngs, watchlng how thlngs wore done, talklng

to people. 'IhLs I dlc¡, but euch s "feel" could only ln of the preeont,

ulcì rny conceru wae wltl¡ the past. the only recorcis of the past were the

fot¡nal oneg, tÌ¡e lnfornal pnactlcea hsvlng pesaed away with thelr per-

petretors. Of course, other Ðeople w6re fruatrated by this dual systerl,

not leaot the new cloctors who took over another doctorts patients and

¡¡otoe but were not inforr¡pci of the latter's private knowlerJge. Thls

happenecl upst oftcn whe¡r patlents were transferred fro¡n one hospltal to

anotl¡cr. Ðut this dÍscrepar¡cy was not rmlque elther to Parkslde Horpltel ,

nor lndeed to psychletrlc notes.
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All lnEtltutional a¡rd bureaucratic records -- the staple sources

of much lristorical resoarch -- suffer in the aarnê rxêlo TÌre mea¡ring of

tlre clLscrepg¡cy lies ln the dual purpose of such records. They âre

require¡l as a day to day recorcl of what has been done. brt tltey arc nleo

requirecl a6 a- record of Justiffcatj-on. Nc¡ lnstitutLon ln lnodenr society

is a law u¡rto itself, h¡t ia accor¡ntable for lts o¡reratlo¡ts to other

institutlorre . 'i'hus, case notes åre not only a ¡lrlvate rocord of tlte

uoctor-pêtler¡t rt¡Iatiorrslrip Ïor the purpoge of a¡rproprlato rneaical treat-

¡ngrt of tirat poliurrl , but tlrey ceJr ¡¡Iso bq¡ usecì as a puÞl ic recordr op€Ir

to sut¡ervislol¡ end review by people otl¡er tharr tl¡e ¡lartierlar doctor or

te¿¡¡n i¡f tloctors. Tho activltloc of oech occupatfonal group within the

l¡<¡gpital Bre conÊtantty under scn¡tiny to cnsure that they are ln tlte

interssts of tirs hospitul aË a rvhole; the hospi.tal system itself ie under

constant scnrtiny to e¡rsure thct lt ia ucting in the beËt IntereËts of

gre soclety aE s! whole. L:Ilnical recorde are the evldencer tl¡e defence

egalnst a,ccusatlonp of lmproper practlce. IncvltablYr tlrerefore,

ir¡formal, practlces grcu up rvlrlch aro cpnsidcred by thelr practltloners

merely to facllltate thelr partlcular grouptË acconpllsharent ol lts day

to day JoÞ, that are none of tl¡e b¡slness of any otlrer group, and for

whiah tþey sbotrlrl not be hetd formally accountalrle. /lhat is noted i-n

ti¡e formaL recordÉ is a truncatetj and often cryptographic verslon of what

is actually <iore, the mlnimum requlrecl for day to day contlnulty and for

legal accou¡rta,l¡il 1ty.1 Psychiatric case notea tìru8 conts'in the lntrlnslc

aroblguity of r¡II lnstltutional recorde.

Ita¡"old Garfini<el , "'Goodt Organizatlor¡al lieaÊons for tuad' Clinical
Iiecordsr" 1ts6?)r rpt. ln I'ioy Turner, eC., @3
;;elected jieadlnqs (U.Ä.: tsenguirr l]ducation, 1974> ¡ PP. tOÐ-127.

I a



It

liuch a.¡nbiguity dful, of cotl' se, affect the nrrture of rily a:ra1ysis, tr¡t

lnsofar as rily i)urpoaeË in using the caso notee were neitlter tlÌose of the

psychigtric ¡>rofession 1¡r croatlng thent, nor of a pttblic body seeking to

judge frcrrr then, the effect of thelr anbiguity was intiirect. I rvlshed

to use thc notes ûs a êource of btogrephyn 'Ihelr explÍcit IlmÍtatlon

for ¡ne ttrus lay ln the fact tl¡at such biogrrrphieo had been recorded ln

an atternpt to flnd the socfal causeÉ of lndivlclualsr madness, and hence

rvere biase<l tov¿arcls the deviant, the unusual , the ldlosyncratic, and away

frorn the ordinary, co¡nnon, ¿rntl shared aspects arrd experier¡ct¡s of tho

woments lives. l,i onetlreleËs, nly use of tÌ¡e cases waa tnuch less It¡volved

in tl¡e amblguity of legal accountêbllity than urc¡uld hc¿ve occurred hatl I

atternpted to uee then in an analysls of the internal o¡reratlons s¡rd

re1 ations of the hospltal t¡r of the careers of the rvomen as patlents. F'or

rny 4nalysis, tlìe fÌragmentary anc cryptlc nature of tlrc <lata h¿rd slmply to

be uccoptêcl aa a limitatio¡r on thelr use a¡rd to be ke¡rt 1n mlnd when

Interpretlng them.

(3) The¡ thlrci reËtrictlon of my analysis of the I'crutl¡ ¡iustraliar¡ gender-

orde¡, lies in my selectlon of the lnstltutlonal components of the soclety

lvþlcþ malltal¡red the order ¿¡nd enforced tl¡e ldeal of the gootl woman.

'Ihere ìvere no adequate ¡¡tridelines for such Ee1ectlon. None of the

theorles of society or of soclaf stratlficatlou that have generally beert

used in soclal hlstory seerpd to me to be adequate for an .frrut^ tn

torrns of gencler. Thelr concern appeared funda¡nentelly to be wlth

maacul. lnelubl-lc experlence of the world. I"emininc experionce waB elthcr

ignored, and by lmplicati<¡n subEu¡red wlthin a unlvergal that wae tnasculin€,

o¡'alternately, tad,<ed on the end 1n ¿ "specisl cag€tt category. I returncd

therefor€ to my emplrlcal data, to the ldeologlcal conceptlon of the

soclal order hetd by the psychl¿¡trlc professlon and rnanlfoeted lrr the

cage notes.
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psychfa-trlc cÉì6€ ¡¡otes qrntr¡lnecl that lnfortnatlon cor¡cerning patlentsr

llves th¡¡t tlic ¡rrofesplon consÍdored cruclal 1¡r tho deter¡nir¡atlon of

(gon6er-speclf ic) normallty. l,Í¿ts¡tlJustrnent ln certailr critical soclal

¡ärea$ provided a prov1slonal lndlcator <¡f ¡nadneSs. 'lhef,e crltiCal

areas, sct out Ln the formula for recordlng psychiatriq hlstories (<iuotod

above), were farally life, eex life, É'chool and work. ri f lfth category

was ¡rlso recorded in al} patientsr notes and rvus t¡rlie¡r to ir¡fluc¡tce

stro¡gly t¡e patlentrs soci¿f ¡¡r.rjustment¡ ttnative plocefr or n¡rttc¡nallty.

,'i.thln uout¡ ¿'Lustra-L1al society, tirere were tì¡ree pulrlic l¡rstltutlons

rvirich ¡ad e maJor concerlt |'n the rnatntenance of the gender orcler in these

flve areas: the Uducatton ùepart¡nent h¡rti a central ¿¡r¡d coltererrt policy

concerning school-farnily-eex life as s!fecting worncn, and delegated thls

concêrn speclfically to Íte ¡lo¡ûestlc /rrts l¡raneh; work Ilfe wes subJect

to nra¡ty influences, slgnif lcent amongst wlllch w¿s the Àrbitr¡ìtion liyoten;

nationality rvae of prlme (pncerrì for tbe Irrunigratlon lrepart¡netrt. liacl¡

of t?pse thrt¡c lnstitutlons, E6 exa¡nples of maJor lnstltutlons lmpJ'lcated

1n the mair¡tenance ol the gender order, I thon subjected to an hlstorlcal

analysls of lts rhetoric ancJ practlce concelnit¡g wollren: ln p¡rTtlcura¡'

what ideal of tÌ¡e gootl woman was held to tlt mos,t cloaely the speclfic

purposea of each instltutio¡r anci llorr eech lnstitutlon dlrected the women

under lts donlnlon t<warde that ldea1 .

(I3efore contlnulng wlth a ¡nore t€chnlcal dlscueslon of the case

notes themselves, I wish to point clut rny use of the wordttmadtt tlrroughout

thl,s tlmsie. I do not meafi lt to bo flíJorettve, tr¡t as a Éeno¡.al

descriptlgn of a riocial status. .lrr.. o-j Lnstitutlonal rllagnosls has bêen

mr¡dc of a ì\,ornon tt¡at she suffers from a nrental ctisorder, her soclal

status cháI¡,rges. ¡!t thet llolnt, I catl her "madrt' rather than coufusc tlre

issuc ,¡lth the variety of other eolÌogulal 6nd legal ter¡ns: "havlng e

nervous breakdownrt"tllrrtt tloff her hecrdr" ttmo¡¡tal ,tt 
ttlr'San"rtt "rultttticrtt

etc. )
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II. Glenslde flospltal Case Notes

Between 1945 and 197 , there ws.s & total of approximately eleven

and a helf thousand people a<t¡nltted to Parkslde l,lentaÌ (later Glenslde)

l{ospltal , wf.th ûn annuåI total rnnglng fro¡n about 29O ln 194õ to 7fÐ

in 196¡¡ to 23J tn 1970.1 Tto fluctuatlone In annual atlnisslons (shoTn

i1 part ln'fable 1), hrrve no c-lea¡-cut relatlon to the leve1 of madness

1n South ¡lustralian soclety, b¡t rather relate to ad¡rllnistrr¡tlve and

ideological charrges wlthln tlre psychlatric profeseion: to changes ln

admlssio¡r pollcy at I'arkslde }lospltal, snd at the other maJor South

Auetra^l,ian publlc n€ntaI hospltal , I'lillcreËt¡ to changes in the relatlons

l¡etween thn hospltaf s and thelr recelvlng houses s¡rd wards¡2 to changes

i¡r the geographlcal "catchment âreasrr of eacb of these instltutlons¡ and

to a maJor change in tlre mld-196Oe from a conceptlon of "lnstltutlonal"

treatment of the rnad to on€ of "conmunlty" responslblllty.

As rvell as fluctuatlons ln numbers admltted annually¡ therre wae also

eonslderabte clurnge in tte types of petlent recelved. Iror exanple, over

the years, alcohollc and rnentally retarded patlents wer¡e alternately

admltted to the horpital desplte ¡rrofesslonal dlscourage¡¡rent und hldden

away ln beck wards, u/ere encouraged to seeh treatment and placed 1n epecial

wardsr then were segregatecl out, dlscolr aged from hospltal admlsslon rrnd

sent to speclalized instltutlons eIsèwhere. irlthln such varlations lt

ls possible, nonethelesÊ, to make a very rough d1v1slon of tt¡e patlent

intake lnto Parksicle lloapital over the twenty five yeat8. /tE wll I þ

dlecuseed ln ¡nore detatt in Chapter Ûne, tly the early deeades of the

twentleth century, psychlatrlsts had concluslvoly proved that certaln

t¡pes of medness wer€ caused by physlcal, heredltary or organLc accident,

1973,
1946¡ f965-6;,/ Reports of the Ûlroctor{ieneral of1 S.A-P.P. No. 2L.

lfedlcal l¡ervlces.

The dlstinctlon batween mental hospltale and recelvlng houses la
discussed tn Chapter One.

2
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ÍtalfunctÍon or cilsease. ítn the ott¡er handr there remal.ned a large number

of categorl,es of rnadness that, even by the 197Os, could not be shown to

have any organlc caus6. 'rhese Iatter categorlea u'ere defiLned solely ln

ter¡trs of pecuri-aritlea of behuvlour, and can be ter¡necJ "h;ehnvloural" or

ttfunctlonaft' dlsorders to dietingulsh them from t'organlct' dlsorders.

iíithln the classif icatlon syetem accepted lry Perkslde llospital ln the

196ue (bectlon V of the )rl organfc

m¿rdness (lncludirrL{ such dleorders aË Sener&I paraÌysle, Iioraakovrs

psychosls, senlle dernentia) were covered by categorfee 290-94 and 309-1õ;

while functlonel madness ( lnctudlnl¡ such cjlsorders as schizophrenS'a1

depression, paranola) were covered by categprlee 295-308 (eee Appendlx l).

l'or the purposes of thls thesls, betng concerned wlth the Eoclal

behrrvlour that cteflned "goodtt and "not gootl" womcn, I wae lnterested ln

functlonal, madness only, so I set about dlvidlng the hospltal populatlon

along organlc anrl functlonal lln€s. Thls ïf8.Ë posslble by us:iltÉi the

Itospltal Âdmlsslons liegister of Patlentu, a I1e¡¡1ster that the lnstitutlon

was obllged to keep by 1aw.2 Each pøson admltted or re-aclmftted to the

hospital had an entry recorded chronologlcall,y ln the Reglster, anc! was

pçlven a numbêr which became the ldentlfylng number of ¡rer./h16 case noteE.

AB wêll, each entry included the categorY, "form of mentel dieorder."

Beglnning wlth the lieglster of 1916, and taklng thett of every fifth year

f,e lgft)¡ I soparated out those acimf.sslons ìvhose dlagnoees fell. wlthln the

f,unctional categorJ.ee, then took a ranciorn sample of ten female functlonal

adnlssions for each Yearr makfurg slxty 1n ell. TtÊ numbers lnvolved are

sl¡ovn ln Table 1.

I It,lenu ç1 of the In f a¡rret I ¡rnql $t at lst { ¡ol CIas nlfi¡rot'lon f il.i ¡a a qaç
a

Inluries. anci Cauees of Death (8th. ttevieicrr; Geneva: Fdorld liealth
Organlzat 1on,

2. 193õ, Act No.

1967) ,

223Ú .

pp.14l-lõ5.

Mental liefoctlves r{ct, 193õ, $.õ7.
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ri
Y ear' Total *

Admlselong
Total r¡uncflonal
Admlsslon¡

!'e¡nale
Fìrnctlonal**
Admlsslone

r94ö

l9õo

195õ

I 96()

1966

197()

(45-6)

(50-1)

(öõ-6)

(oo-r)

(66-6)

(zo-r¡

261

417

403

703

€o3

331

( zsr)

(378)

(32s)

(786)

(õ56)

(zze)-

98

178

105

4t7

3ö7

laz

62

8?

8õ

227

lö2

92

¡:{ Yearu eirrd nu¡nbers 1n braclcete a¡e the eeiuivalent statlstLcs from the
Annual Reports of the t¡l¡ector.Ceneral of illedtcal Servlces, ëg4=þ!.
lio' 2l .

e* Functional 
^dmlsslons 

are only rou¡';hly colculated.

&ource! Admleslo¡rs Fiegfsters, Parksfde Jvlental lloepftal¡ ånd åtf!!.f;.
No. 21'. L946-11,

The slxty female functlonal patlents thus selected were then treced

tlrrou¡,;h thcir case notes., 'fheso case notes. varled conslclerably tn the

riunntlty ¡rnd c¡uellty of lnformotlon they contalnecl -- from year to yeìar,

and frorn patlent to patlont. 'llß usufllly ltmlted nature of the recctrds

fro¡n 1g45 to i?6{J, a¡lrl thelr relatlve expanslon in the ncxt ten yeelÊf

ty¡ra explalned by ttæ hospltal stafl (Iu 1974) in terms of , flrstly, the

lncresseci numbr¡rs r:f etaft over the years whict¡ atlowed more ttne for the

Isee¡rirrg of records, and secondly, tl¡c fact tl¡r¡t c¿¡se notes ust¡d to be

These flgures are derlvsd fron the ltospltalrs Admlsslons Reglstor,
orct are allghtly et varlrûrce wlth those of the publlsTcd flgures ln
the ¿\nnuBl lie¡-orts of tl¡e llirector of Dlentel Healtl¡ Servlcee (9.14¿.!,.
Nos. 2l). The dlfference üs explelned, flretlyr frorn the fact that
the publlshed etetletlcc cov€red the perloda July to June, whlle the
Reglster reco¡ded frorn January to D,ecember; secondlyr ttre publlahed
flgures were psrtly corrected for discrepanctes in th,e Regl'ster arlslng
from admlnl¡tratlve procedureE¡ grgo¡reGordtng of tranefere of patlente
from one cectlon of the hospltâl to arrother, transfers Þtween dlfferont
hospltala and recelvlng houaes, and readmlsslon¡ after trlal leave.

1
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kept ln a central, and hence lsolated, room ln the ¿ldmlnistretlon

Butldlng a¡rd were wrltten up only once a. w.eek, whereas later they were

kept in tho wards wtth the relevant patlenter and were tho¡sfore ¡nuch

more accesslble af ter each vlstt or exarnl.nation.

rVtthi.n thls thesls, there hsa bêon no intentlon to deal expltcitly

rvlth the women of the case notes as patlenta, or as belng stattstically

represerrtative of unythlng. Thelr blogra¡rhiea are treated fndlvidually

a¡rcl qualitetively, ¿ÈE exarnples of llvea arrrl experlencea wlthin the gender-

order of ijouth Au¡trallan society: exsnples that may be extreme¡ but

grat nonetlrelese happened. Iþcar¡se they were real vJomenr I hane tsken

co¡rsl,derable cere to preserve thelr prlvacy and the confldentlality of,

thelr 6torleð. The eample of notes waa selected by random proceEÉ, aË

descrlbed above. 'Ihe cases so selected were cotied several tlmes, nnd

tlp womon were glven lnventod namee whlch bot€ no resemblance to thelr

real onee. Þ'or thoee wornén wlro ìvere not Australlan-born, thelr nanþÉ

were tnventecl so u.a to retaln a s€mblance of ethnlc authentlclty. I

declded to use surnames aÊ well ae ftret na.Inee ln order to reduce con-

fuslon between the caees, to tnvest them with more lndlvldual ldentltles,

and thue to aid readablllty. The namee of all the women from the case

notes used in thls theels r€maln, nonetheless, totally flctltloue, havlng

no relatlon whatsoeyer to real lndivlduala or real famlltos urho may bear

thoee naxnes. Þetalls from the notee whlch mlght be ueed to ldentlfy any

actual \ryoman have been altered, except lnsofar eE they were lntrlnelcally

lmportant to my analysls of her llfe.

The use of the case notes, and lrence the llvcs of real womenr ls

lrnportant to my arralysis ln that they provlde the lndlvLdual unlty, soclal

complexity, end preclelon of detaf necesÊary to follow through the

relatlons of the gender-order: tlp meanlng of betng B "*onå¡r"¡ tlp

relatlons between lndlvldual women, lndlvldual mcn and speclflc
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lnstitutlons; the dlscrepancles between the ldeal of the good tloman and

the li,ves oI resl won€no Thelr use ls 1n thelr lndlvldual detall. AB

a¡r overview, lrowever, tl¡e follorvlng llst estabilshes ttrc L:rosd s;oclologlcal

a¡¡d l¡1.str¡rlcal outlines of thelr sixty Ilvea.

lllrth ciates; 1884 to 1953¡
I.'lret adml"sslon datest 1932 to 197C¡;

r\ge at f irst adnlssion! 15 to 84;
!¡laco of resLdence: ? ln the Clty of Adelalde, 14 ln thc

country, 3 in hosteì,s or csJnpar tlre rest i¡r the
l\deLald€ cutn¡rbs¡

Nationallty: 12 were mlgrants, of 7 natlonalltles (Greek,
Ital lan, lingllsh, Pol leh, Malteeer..Yugoslav, Amerlcan),
a¡rd o of tlre¡n were s¿rld to l¡ave a "latrguage problem"
(2 Itaflans, 3 Poleer I Greek);

r,i¡¡rita.L stutus: L6 were Ëlnglg, 4 dlvorcecl or pel'IÂüno¡tly
aeparated, õ wldoered, ? ln de f acto relrrtlonshlpa, and
33 rnarrled;

Occrrpatlon; accordlng to the Admlselons heglster, only
11 workod in the publlc eco¡ro¡lly (1 nun, 1 ballet dancer,
4 donnstice, 2 offlqe norkers, 2 procesg worhersr I
unemplclyeci); on following throu8h the cas-o noteË, B

further 14 wornan, tnLtlally elasslfled as "home dutl'eer"
$,ere shown to have worked iu the pulrl 1'c oconomy e,t eomc

Btag€ (4 unknovn, 4 dorreatlca, 3 akllleti or unskllled
n¡anual workers, 2 teechors, I of fice workcrr) ;

Hospltal career: ö1 were certlfled at rorne atagcr wlth
informÊtlon glven var.tously by huebands, purents, childratrf
relatlves, ln-lawa, nelglrboure, landladlea, nursesr nuns,
p<¡I lco; 4 clled and 1 colnmltted eui'clde; nuraber of,

adnisslons p€r peraon ranged frorn 1 to t73 ovorall tlme
sp,ent ln hospÍtal per peraon rang€d from 10 <laya to 311
yQar8.

Of the elxty caaes of my Bsnpler sk have not been deelt wtth tndlvlduelly

wlthln the theslÉ: three *ere eventuelly dlngnoaed aE bein¡¡ organlcalry

nad¡ two were so cf¡ronlcatly mad at the time of thetr flrst admlsslong

that no soclat hlstory could be recorded; and the notcs of the elxth,

\rho wag dlagnoeed at depreaeed, were almoet entlfely taken up wlth tho pnoa

and cons of her havlng s leucotomy (which etp eventuelly did) r and tneofar

ås I wa6 not concerned with lnternal hospltal treatments or patlent careetet

wae f.rrelevatrt.
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L{y concern throughout thls thcsL¡ ls to e¡tabllsh a double focu¡ on

tho Éiouttr Auetralfan gerrdcr-ordlr and lt¡ ldeal of the good ço¡na¡r3 how

the onler a¡rd lts ldGal were malntaLned and enfo¡eod by spöclflc lnatltutlonr¡

o¡d th,ê pa¡tlcular ways ln whfch worr¡€n experløtced them. The ftrst

chapter estubllehes the frlcologtcal contoxt of rny enplrLcgl dnte, dlecuealng

the lnetltutlonal treatmont of thre mad ln liouth Australlar the rolo of tho

psychlatrlc end rncdlcal prof,eealong, Bnd the moantrg (or lock of !t) Of

madness and bolng matl. Tho followlng three rnaJor chaptcra dlscusa the flvô

areaa outllned above as ¡reing crltlcal to both tlre ldeological eontrol

anct the suÞJecttve erperience of betnC e woman fn twentleth century fiouth

Australlaq Chapt-er 1\lo cofrcerna the llonostic ¡lrts Brench of tbe Educatlon

Lrepartnent anrì t.ta goal c¡f trelnlng gtrls to become good wlves Ênd mothera;

Chapter Threo dcale wlth tlp publlc €oonomy and the dsfi.nltlon of good

s'omen es publlc wor*ere¡ Chapter Four dfecusaes lmmlgratlon pollcy and

tlre ldcal of the gpod thow Augtraltt¡tt' rnnan.

t:
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I¡

ll.

l¡1.

Tb Etrto end Hrdnot¡.

fbr trdtcd Prot¡¡rlou ltr Conorptlon of ll¡dnolr.

(¡) Tb r¡dtoú XoÕI

(b) th¡ O¡¡olc Appltroæb

(a) Funotlourl MrdD¡r¡

(d) îb PtyohoÞ€lû rd Eol'ætlc ÁDP$orolrr

(¡) ocnrrl Prrctle

trd Uonn.
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MAINESS. MH)ICINE AI{D WOMEN

I. Tho Statc a¡¡d Madnc¡¡

lflthln otght ycara of thc Europaan colonleatlon of South AuBt!8114,

tl¡e fü¡t ordlna¡¡c€ concertrlng nadnctr wr¡ proclalncd by Govürnof Grey!

t'to nalce provlrton for tlp safo cuatody of , e¡¡d tbc prcvcntlon of offencc¡

by, pcreon¡ dangsroualy Inaa¡rcf arid for thc carc a¡rd nalntcnancc of

Pcr¡ong of unsound Ìrll,nd.ttl lbc orcllnêficG o¡tablt¡hed for¡¡al legel s¡td

¡¡rodlcal proccduraa vhcrcby euch people could bc lawt¡Ily comlttcd to
ttsom6 g@olr hou¡e of correctlon, or publlc hoepltalr" or to "Buch

IUnatlc elylun âl he, the Governorr nay ¡prpolnt." A SGcond o¡dlnance

was proclatmcd ln 184?, "Furthcr to provldc fæ thc Ca¡c and Malntensncc

of Pcreons of Unsound M1ndr"2 whllc Act No. 6 of 1854 dealt etth tle

oatatcg of lunatics. These lawa w€re consolldatcd ûld amended ln the

Lunatlcs ¡\ct of 18€4.3 AtI the¡e provtslone, whfch folloned cloeely ttr

coneerns and aoluttone of the Brltlsh Parllanont of tho sa¡ne perlodt

dealt wlth the eetabllehlFnt of Statc control ov'cr and the døtentlon of

nad people. The Stete'e obJecta wer€ two-fo}d3 the malntcnance of

publlc ordcrr e¡rd tho protectlon of the BBDe¡ In Brlteln, much of thc

pr€esu¡é for "lunacy refonn" h".I come after revolatlons of aa¡re peoplc

belng tllcgally detalned aE mads lt ear acceptable for the genuinely

mad to llve ln the appal1lng condltlons of the nedhouac, h¡t the eane

¡nrBt hn protected from frar¡d, mallce or error that nlght losd ttprn to

be aubJectect to such trectment,{ In South Austrêlle, tbere wcro no euch

1. 1844, Ordl,nance No. 10. 3. 1864. Act No. 3l .

2. 1847, Ordlnance No. 2.

4. Kethleen Jones, Mental Heatth and Socjlal ,Pollcy 184õ-19õ9 (Londm¡
Routlcdge and Kegan Pcûrlr 19@), p. 11.
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rcandala, tr¡t the fear wa¡ stl1l there, and the l8@4 Royal Comnlselon

on the Lunattc Asylun reæn¡nendod strongly that provlsions be eøtabtlahcd

tttor the greeter S€q¡rXty agalnst fncelceratlon of aane psrsong fn

Lunetlc Âsylurns.r'l ,u"Ì, provlslons had been nade preVlouely, b¡t had

not been ðtrlctly edherod to, eo each new law attenpted to tlghtcn tbe

fcnnal procedtrreo necêssary f,or detentlon. Il¡t as well ae fea¡ of

ll1egal lncarceratlon of the Bano, there wa,s also fear of vlolence lron

the tnrly ln6ane. In 19O9, another lloyel Commts¡lon waB ænr¡enod to

rsport on the manêgðment of the Parksida Lunatlc .Asylum, 1n reeponge

to allcgetlons that the lnstltutlon ï/aa too llbcralr and n¡n ln an

lrregular and sllpshod ma¡rner.Z It becane cloat to the co¡rsflfsslonor¡

that the Resldent [Iedlcal Offlcer 1n charge of the AByIum waB Bllowtd

too m¡ch autonomy undpr the leglslatlon di.rectlng his dutleø, and ln

1913 a n6n¡/ Act wês pagsed which epolt out ln err€n rlor€ detatl the dutic¡

end responslbttltlos of tlpae conco¡ned wlth the ma¡ragêmont and treatmnt

of the ,nad.3 Thls Act also provlded a no¡e dltÞrslfled eyatern of

ln¡tttutlone to deal with nd people. Ftrstly, nontaL lnopltatc ratþr

than aeylu¡ag wore to b oÈt¿bllshed. Park¡lde Lunatlc Aaylun, whlch had

opened tn 18?O, wao renalrÉd Park¡lda t'lental Hospltal (lts nætt na¡no

change wae ln 196?r when 1r, bcamo olensldo Hospttel).4 A soænd

1. .S4rþ!. No. 90, 1864e . tleport on Lunatlc Aeylum þr Conrnlselon
nppolnteA to tnqplrc lnto pnd R€port on tho ManagBment, Gtc., of
ths Lunatlc Aaylum and llogpl'tal¡ par' 5.

Z. Ë4d¡L. No. 25, 1909. Report of the Royal Con¡nlsslon on the Manage-
¡¡66t of tho Parkslde Lunatl.c Arylurn and Treatr¡pnt of Cllmlnal Lunetlcr.
Thls Conmlselon wa¡ eatablláh@d folLorvl.ng thc dl¡covory of certaln
lrregularlttps ln the rnanag€mcnt ol crlmlnal lunatlc¡ durlng an carller
Royat Commigelon, Otr ttp Convlctlon of lrlfleg Flynn, ål4c&¿. No.
n, 1909.

3. 1913, Act No. 1122. Tho l{srta.l Defectlves Actr 1913.

4. å4rErB. No. 218, lSTO-?l I Report of the Director-General of Medical
Servlces.
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hoepl,tal, Northf,leld lvlontal, ygs opened ln 1929. Tbe Act provldd,

rocondlyf for rcceivlng houees, whlclr wer€ for the short-tenn trcat¡nsnt

of acr¡te or borderll,ne csaeg.

the mEln obJcct of a recelvtng ho¡se la f,æ tlp
ob¡ervatlon and tcmporery trcatucnt ot patlcntr
ln case¡ where lt t¡ not clearly oatabllshed that
thcy wlIl need to bs doalt-ulth f,or a cqraldcreble
tfrne ln a mental hospltal.l

Under thls proylalon Enfteld Recelvlng ¡Ioute bogån operatlon Ln 1922.2

Forty yeart later, üro new rocclvlng houeos wers gstettcd: Patereo¡r

tlouee and Cleland, flouae, Èoth on ttie gfoundË of Perkalde ltospltal.3

Thc thlrd catogory of lnstltutlon, the recelvlng wa^ndgt ly€ra alnllar

1n functlon to recelvlng houoce, Èut operated wlthln general publlc

hoeplta"la. Flnally, tho ¡Ict altoved for tho establLelurpnt of hoapttalr

tor crlml.nal mental defectlvee, The lltontal lÞfectlws Ast of 1913 th¡¡

creatcd th€ bgglc Iegal a¡rd lnstltutlonal franrenork lor the care of tlp

nad tt¡roughort tho perl,od ol my aurvey, 19Ð-19Dr Follcnlng nulærotrl

a¡¡lend¡nents to the Act, a new coneólldatlng Act Yaa peBssd ln 1985f urrt

ultlmately repaeled ln 19??.ö

All of thogo statuto¡ worc concerncd funda¡nentally wlth the organ-

lsatlon of the Asy1um, Iloepttalr and l'tental llealth tiervlce¡ wlth , 't

procÊdures f,or ttp adnfsslo.r &nd dlscharge of, patlente¡ a¡rd wlth the

admlnlstratlon of mad peoplefe oatat€s. In rergard to treatment, ths

leglelatlon ptovldcd rnorety for eupcrvl8loni records of varlous eort¡

l. S.A.I'.D.. Vol
8111, p. 318.

2. $g!g!!. No.

3. $¡¡þþ!. No.

4. 193ó, Act No.

3. 1977, Act No.

õ9, 1912, Second Readtng of the l{ental Dofoctlve¡a

21, tø23. Report of

21A, 198ã€.

22Æ. lilental Dcfoctlvea Act, 199õ.

ù4. Mental Health Act, lg76'197?,
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rrr¡st ¡c kept, and ttre varlous tnatltutlona carlng for the ¡nad m¡8t bÊ

open to tnep€ctlon by offl.clel vleltors. That ler the /tcts set up

speclal govorrunent lnstltutlure for the carc of the mad, establlehod

ttn bcgndarlee btureen the world of the sane end that of the madr arrd

destgned the forrnsl proceduree wheroby a¡r lndl.vldual coulrt be legltimetc-

Iy removcd f,rom one $Drld anrl transferred to the other. Fmm l&14 to

lg??. the ornly nay ã psrarr could b Legally detalned aE mad was tlrrough

an sxarnlnatlon by a $¡et1ce of, thê poacê or. a Judge, and by a Uualùftßd

rnedlcal prsctitloner certf.fylng that ehe/ho waa lndced tngan€.

Untlt 192?., all adm1s81Ðn8 to aeylums or mental hoapltele ware,

ln eff,cct, compulsory dctentlonE (see Tahte 1). rn that V€âfr voluntary

Boerdêra ìúorc pcrntltted, thEt ls to eay, people who rec¡reeted thelr own

admlgslon. Brt such actlon, hcflever, made them "llable to bo dotalned

ln the lnstltutton f,or three daye after a¡ry appltcatlon ln wrltlng to

be dlscharged therofron hag been æcclwd by th€ Euporlntendent of thc

lnatttutlon.t'l The encq¡ragemont and practlce of voluntary adnlEelon

was vot'T ll¡nlted untll after 19e2, whcn thla provlslon wae amended to

allos admlsston wtthor¡t any forrnal appllcatton and to remove llablllty

o! detentlo¡r.3 Durlng thg flrßt forty yoar6 of my survoy, thur, the

dsftnttlon of who wap rnad and tlrenefore llable to detentlon and trcat'

rænt ln a nental hospltal watr 68t8bllsh6d etrlctly by 18f,'.

Althoqgh there were nurÉþu5 changêa ovor the perlod f,rom 184{

to 19?6, there wore always two baElc conporrenta to the legal deflnltlon

of E med person! flrstly, a legat perceptlon of Fomo threat to publlc

1. t922, Act l\¡oó 1032. Mental Dcfeotlves ltct Anendnont Act, lgaa.

2. 1fÐ62, Act No. 28, Montel Health Act AnmdÉnt Actr 1962r g¡ 7.
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Ggrtltlad clvll Adnlr¡lonr l4_gouth Au¡trslla. l04o-19?q.
a

No. of Certlfled
Pattsrtur

1lÐtsl
AdnlBtlons

u..

% Cortlft¡d ol tlot¡l
AdEiE¡lonr

Yosr

19æ

L9.ú

1930

ls3õ

1g{o

194õ-o

196O.1

196õ.€

lgtþ-1

1965-0

l9F-l

2Ð

ô38

688

?43

(þ6

?{8

1l¡f 1

1{õ6

t{98.

ua

716

8æ

õ38

õ88

743

613

816

l18{

lglo

,É,gs

28lO

gÉg7

loo

100

100

loo

99

s2

98

78

61

23

31

(Souroc¡ Ê¡ê¡8¿B. No. 28¡ l92l¡ No¡. 21r 1936'?l:
otrcotor Gcnefal 0f hfrdlcal sorvlco¡.)

Itcportr of thc

Eocgr¡¡c ol tho chcngcs ln ecrtlflcetlur proccduros over thc yoare,
tlroee f,tgurcr and peroantagea hEve bccn derlvcd by eubtractlng
VoLuntary Bofardcra and Infor¡rel Adnl¡¡lon3 fro¡n tlæ totat ¡dmlsalonc,
cxcludl¡rg lorqnslc ad¡nlaelon¡.

*
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o¡.dor¡ Escondlyr a redlcal porceptlon that tlre tlrreet dortved f,rom tlp

lndlvfdualtg unsound¡ross of mlnd. Untfl 1913, thesc tno components wers

left lrnptr lclt ln the loglsIatlon, b¡t fn that year the ndu¿ Act provlded

a aubatsnttal deflnltlon of a "rpntally dofectlva pergøl"i "e perBon whot

owlng to hlg msntal condltlon requlreo overslght, care or cor¡trol for

hla æn good or 1n the pubIlc lnterest."l The daflnltlon of a personre

own good and the publlc lntoreçt ìtcr¡ spclt'cnlt.troa<Ily..al bclng wberç

Ê pêr6on! (a) wEs not under propor care or æntrol; (b) wae cruelly

treeted or ueglectêd by eny poreon havlng or apeumlng the Care of hlm¡

(c) waa wltl¡out suff,lctent means of rrupport¡ (d) woe found wanderlng at

large¡ or (e) wEe fq¡nd under clrcrrmstancôo denotlng a purpose of,

comnittlng B6l¡rt oúfonce a€;alnst the law.2 Ttpse were the conditlone

under whlch a Justlce of tlre peacê could order the detentlon of a person

ln a rnentel hospital, provlded thst e medlcel practltl'crar cÞrtlft'âd

thet the poreon waÉ tf,entally defectlve.

Thc "good" and the "lnterest" ernbodled ln tlsse condltlons a¡oE€

fro¡n the Statere hlatorlcal porceptton that the 1aw should tntervene

only when a perËonta fanrlty had faLlen down ln tts socXal taak of look-

lng after and dleclpllnlng its membora, and when the nenber ln questlon

wag deensd not cepahle of bc.lng re'pon'lble for her/hlns€I1.3 A c'nc

I Mental Def,êctlvos Actf 1913f 6. 4. Thls clef,lnlt!,on a'aß adoptGd frou
tlra Nefl Ecaland Act of 1911. See, E¡4.!.!. l9l2t Vol. ö9, p. 317.
Prcvlously, under thè 1864 Lunatlce Act, a lunatlc had slnply bcsn
deflnsd aã "Gvcry perBon of Un¡o¡nd mtnd and êVery p€rBorl belng 8¡¡

ldXot."

t

2 a Sa. 3õ, 38.

Kathlcen Jøneat
Ht
I
and Dl¡ordcr 1n the Nsw lleoubllc
3-29.
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pergon could bo exploltecl or cruelly troated þ her./hle f amlly or guard-

lane, alrl the law wqrld not Xntern€ne; B õgrÊp€reon could not bo

apprehended merely for belng poor or waJndorlng the etreots; a Eane

perÉ¡on hed to h¿rve actually cormltted ar¡ offence or be ln the proc€33

Of dolng ao bofore the crl,nl.nal lew could coms f.nto oporatlon.l In

ott¡er riordo, the law ¡na,de a¡¡ excoptlon to lts generally unlnterested

poeltlon ln rega¡d to lndtvldual wel.1-be1ng end lts lnterested br¡t

general.Iy restralned posf,tlon in regard to tho threat posed by indtvldualr

to the socletyr It wes wllllng to take over patornalt¡tlc control std

to clony lndivldual clvll llbertles, b¡t only When the person concerned

could be Judged to Þ leee then a cltfze¡' Onco thla Judgtoont had bao

made, tl¡e tndlvtduat wae ù¡trie<! lnto a patlønt oncl loet contrpl of her./ht¡

life¡ trþrô ao, tn f,eet, tha¡r dtd crlninals. 'Ihe erf¡nlnal lan¡ contalned

nsny pDocedural oafeguards altd evldentla¡y rules lrr favour of, the

accugðd, b¡t the mental deflciency lan had nono; the crl¡nlnal could

appêal agalnst oonvlctlqr, tho ¡rpntal defectlvo Y/aB deem€d lncapable of

such actlon.

The necessary Juclgnpnt of ths "mental e¿ndltlon" whlcJr $rstlfled

thls legal exceptlon rvas left entlrely ln tte l¡a¡tds of tllo ¡ædlcal

p¡pfession. thl,y a cloctor could legitlnatet y certify a person as betng

mørte1ly defective¡ md ell comalturent procedures required tho lnvol,vo-

mont of a rnoctical practltloner. tho larr¡ dl.cl recognlee that lndlvldual

doctors rnlght be untn¡stworthy, r¡nd made provleion that when a Juetlæ

wa€ not lnvolved in the conn¡lltal pnoceedtnge, the suspected mental

defective ¡nust to examlnod by

,I.Íi. G6orgè, rrCorarnltrnent a¡rd Disehargo of the lrtentally IIl ln South
¡Iustrallar" @, 4), Nor 2 (Dec. l9?2r 1 p. 339.
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two medlcal prsctltlmers, netther of whom t s
ln partnerðhr.p wtth, or 18 thc parent¡ ebtld,
brothor, or sleter of, or en eBsletant to, the
otlnr¡ and e¿ch of 

"bsn 
hs¡ gcparatcly from tho

other persqrally exunlned tl¡€ pðrson to vrl¡om the
certLllcatea rslate, wlthfn the pcrlod of, seven
deyr lrnmedlatsly precodlng the receptl'on of the
sald peraur.l

It r¿r not so much to lndlvlduel doetor¡ Es to tho sell-regulatlng, Bonl-

autonorno¡a pnofoeeXon of medlclne that the StEte delcgated lts poïorB

cqrcsttrlng thê d€ffnttloù of lts cltlzens aõ Eane or lnsa¡re, and tholr

treatrnmt ther.oetter. The $tatc was consefirod rith the maintonance of

publlc o¡dcr ilId horæny, and wa¡ prcpsred to lock awey thocc who dl¡-

turbsd lt lf they could be deflned E3 lrrerponalblê. Tlte stste and thc

¡ædlcal profeerlon together provldcd thc pe¡aportg ecrosa tlÞ eocla.l

border botween ltberty-eantty and conflnenent-¡nad¡resa. Once lnsldc the

\rorld of tlle mad, the profeeslon had alllpat total control. Slnct tlp

State allowed the ¡redlcal prof,esslon the port€r to def,lne mednees, lt 1g

nëcoaaary to Iæk at that lnstlüutlon to dlacov€r the content lt gave to

nadnesa. If tl¡e $olrpn qf Glenside Hopltal weno deftned aS mad, what

dld thls m€ra¡I, and whet iryllcettona dfd that rneanlng harrc lqa the

¡nodlca1 profeaalonre underatandfng of the good woman?

1 l,,lentsI Ðefoetlveo /rct, 1913, fi.427 lvtentat t)€f€ctlvês Actt 1935,
s,31.
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II. ThB bÍsdicâl Þrofesel-on: I ts of Llsdnesa

(E) Tho [Iedlcal !'fodeL.

Thc medlcal professfon began to enwrge 1n trfostern Eu¡¡opc a¡rd

Dngland durlng tlp thlrteenth century, Its concern inltlal'ly was wtth

phyelcal dlseaÊe and lllnoss alone, and lt cotnpeted vtlth th8 o1d tnforrnal

n€tro¡kg of self-styted "1¡6s1spg'r -- witcheg, IrldwlvêEr h@ballata, cto.

Over the centur!.ea, bcause of, lts Eelf,-orgânleatlon and through tlre

patronagË of the êlfte lt serræcl, the npdlcel professlon ca¡ne to

establlsh a vlrtua'L nonopoly over the deflnttlon and treatment of alr

ptryelcal lllneesos. Illrect cor¡pÊtftotra were drlvsn out, or undcrgrornd,

to beæme the "crantC' frlngs. Collateral oecupatlons, for exanple

pharmacy, were p1acod u¡rder au¡:ervlelon, tholr powers ì,vere ll.mttod, end

tlrey wero made snclllor¡l to merlicine. By tÌæ rnld-nlneteenth centurXlt

medlclnefs pre-emlnenco ãnd autonomy aa both a learnod and a consultlng

profeaslon vtere aueh as to be Llmtted only by the $tate whlch grontd

s¡rd protected tts privllogor.t

The Statets cànc,e¡n with health and llInoss wês 1n the creatlon

a¡rd ¡na1nt€nafieo of an able-bodled workforce¡ Thoge who fell 111 could

not work, and Þcsr¡e a tn¡rden u¡ron thefr fasnllles, orr ln extreme

caÊeg, upon the Stete lteelf¡ If ¡recllcl,ne oqrld flt then agaln for

economlc Bcttvlty (and 1f they could afford tt)r vell nnd goodr If

not, they became superfluot¡Ë end Berusd only as deltberately degraded

cxarrylee to t<eep ell other workerÉ with thel¡ noÊes to the grlndBtone.z

1. llltot f.Teldeør, l,1erT 1ne A
ew Yorkt , Mead¡ r PP¡ 8'24i

Balbara llhrenrelch end Detdre
¡\ Htatory of ìllo¡æn llealefq' Gl

Itngllsh, I
egs lvloun

York¡ Femlntet Presø, 19?3)¡ PP¡ 13-18.

2. F.F. Pivtn 6¡rd RÒ/\. Cldward,
Publlc lYcltarc (London¡ Tavlstock) l9?2rr PÞ' 33-3{.
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All zuch e@nomLcally uæless people were @nsldored to be a fanlly or

comrrunal reeponslblllty. But lf thls roeponelblllty waa lecklng, tbey

wore herded lnto Jalle ond poor-houses where conclltlons weta8 such al to

ensuro that no crne vlth ¿rrry concelvable alternatLveo rvoul-d oeek publlc

eld. Untll the elgbteeurth century, thle group of unf,anllledr econonlcêlly

uEeless paupqrÉ was undtfferentlated, end the agedr ttre dlsabled, tlrÞ

med, the petty crfnnlnals and the vagfantg were all lunped togethor

indfscrlmlnatcly.l Uurlng the late elghtoerrth and early nlneteenth

centu¡iesr. sorrÉ differentlatlon began to ocq¡r. The oltl fanfll'al-

comnrnal rosponSiblllty for deviantE was sesn aS lnadeQuato, 6nd a

mo¡¡e lnstltutLonal. appruach took over The crl'ml.nal were dlreeted to

thc ¡renttentlary¡ orphane and Juvonlle dollnqu':nte to houses of reftrgo,

thepcx¡rs¡dtl¡eagodtoalnehouseerandthelnsünetoeeyluma'

Tble physlcal, lnstltutlonal cllf,ferontlatlon of devlantÉ waa

acco;lPa¡rled flIso by lntellectnsrl or conceptusl changeB concernfng tln

ca'uBe, meanlng, and treatnent of devJ"anc¡r' In the case of madneeÊt

thls lnvolved lts transltlon from.the competence of the cburoh to that

of ïtre ¡netllcal profeosfon. t,rsvlouely, rlonnnology had ben the study

that analysecl marlness, not psychlatry. Three contuflos, f,rom the

slxt6enth to the eLglrteenth, wøre regulred to effect thls tra¡eltlon,

1n barest antllne. Grogpry iillboorgr tn h1s A Htstorrt of, lLedlcel

peycholoeyr2 pru"l"lms Juan Luls Vlves (1{92.1ft4o) tho founder of modcrn

I a Andre'w T. ücr,rll,, "From Lladness to l\lental Illneee¡ tttedlcal tlen e¡
Ì,lora1 llntreprene:rsr" Archlvca of Europcu! $ , tG (19?S)t
pr 22?,i Bothman, DlscoverY of thc Lsvlum¡ PP. xlll'zc1v.

A Ulstory of l,lsdtca1 peychol-ogy (Nerw York: Norton, 1941)r PP. 18O-gõ,
Ð?-36.
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plychologyr end Joha¡r¡r WcycÌ (1õ1ö-1õ88) tho foubdcr of nodcrn p¡ychlatry.

But thc¡c wôre !.solatcd lntellectualar fiot practtcal foundor¡ of

prof€ãElonal ptocedureer It rss only wtth thc blrth of thê B¡ylun ln

tb carly ycaré of the nlneteenth centuryl tlrrt medlclne wa¡ able to

bcgln lts campalgn to ae.hleve vtrtually undlsputed poeeesalon of the

real¡n cÉ madnoss. This transltlon frorn rellglot¡a to mertLcal control of

madncae came abcn¡t lrrgoly through the auperlor porver of the latter ln

the fleld of phyaical lllneae. Up tlll ncn, the nad had bcen elth€r

punlelæd or carcd for. The nectlcal profeac on offered an altcrnatlus --

that of cure" By dcflnlng madncss a.a efi lllnees, 1t $alned an adventage.

llverybody "kncw" that lt had powerful re¡ncdf,ea snd "cure-alla[ whlch

wor^kod egalnat a large range of conrptralntt.2 Moreovor, lt deflned thegc

conrplalnta and onplalncd lte ¡'emedlc¡ !n t6rns of "scloDcc" (or at

lcast of lta poseeaalon of apeclal tratnlng and erpartlto), ¿'e agalnet

"guper¡tltlon'. and us€d aË well a teehnlcal langUagc whlch tendcd to

ovcrarc lay people. By the 183Os, a doctor raa an csgentlal menber of

the adnlnlstratlon of atl madhq¡¡es.3 Tln asylum was turrred lnto a

medLcsl Epace, tay and rellgloue compctltors wor.e drtven out lf they

would not beconc subordl.nate, and madncge became a medlcal problcm.4

5anlng galncd po"""""ion of tho f,leld, the profeatlon then had to

dctormlne how to doal rvLth mEdneEB. In the mld-nlneteenth centuryt

1 a {i6-78'. 1;_:"

2. Scull, "!,lsdnrÞas to !'lental Itlnessr" P, 224'

3. Ibld., Þp.

4. l,llchel Fou
tle Age of

2ß6-5?.

Soctal Sclênce Paperback, 1971), p. Z7O.
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therc ',, ¡ra;3 a host of theorlcs to explalll cãusesr and a prollferatlon of

treat¡¡rento. $omo workod, sone dfd not. But generallyr these theorlee

and treatments derlvetl from a bellef ln the equlva¡ence of physical and

npntal dfgorderê.l Madness came to ba fltted lnto the framewonk of tlre

"meclÍcal model" whlch was the para¡nount ldeological ond practtcal

structure of the treatment of illness for over e century, Sd rrae stlll

adhered to tn rarge degree at the end of the 19@s' Ilavfd clark, ln

fìocla,l Therent¡ l-n Fsyclriatryr2 gl.v.s e bald staterncnt of the mecllcal model¡

People are healthy untll tlrey fall lll. Illness !e
ccused by a dlaease whlch la ueually an lnl'aalon of
tle body by a polson or a germ, or ar¡ acclctent. III
people go to doctorÊ who otrrdy thelr slgna and oynp-
toms snd <llagnose the dlseaee. Ttrey then apply trcat-
m€nta, medlcatlons, Eurgpry or tpeelal rêglnos, wht'dr
cure the dlsease, ¡ænd tho lnJury, drlve out the polêont
or klll the gerrns. Some lllneeces cen be culcd at
hone, but for so¡irc Lt ls neceseary to go lnto hospltal .
There the doctora carry out their teste and later thclr
treatmente whtle tle nurees provlde carer malçe the
pattent coufortable, and carry out ths cloctor¡r ordera.
Itospltats are baelcally places ln whlch patlentg are
q¡r.cd by the doctorer skll1 and carccl for by tbe nur¡eaf
compasslon.

i\n ea6entlal aspect of thls motlel was lts char:acterlsatlon of the patlent

as .tgnor8¡It, as pasalve, e.s a physlcal entlty ln rvhlch one of the parts

had 6one ì¡/rong. The patlent nust slmply follow lnstructlons and co-

opgrs.tively allow nec€¡¡sary things to be done to and rvlth h.er/hlm. The

model thus establlshed the essentlat nioctal meanlng of "blng 111" over

the last hundred yeErs: the ren¡oval of responslÉIlty fron one perÊon

to another (usually a doctor), a transfer of w111, a temporsry or

prrrmanent abdlcation of one pergonts status aa a @mpetent human bolng

1 ficull, t'l'ladnees to l,lentaI IIlnessr" pP. 250-õ7.

2. $iocial Tl¡eranv in Þsvchlatrv (IingÈand: Ponguln, ts74)r P. 34.



and the placlng of the control of her/hle Ilfe ln tl¡e hands of other

people. Depcndlng on the severity arrd legitlmacy of the lllness, tln

1I1 pcrson t¡Jas exempted from normal soclal role rêupon6iblllty and

m¡st be taken care of ; she/he \vaa under only one obllgatlon -- to rvant

to get well -- whlch entailed eeeklng and co-operatlng wlth teclurtcally
I

competent hel,pr The corollary of the passlve and lgnorant patlent wac

the sclenttflc and humane doctor.

The patronlnlng lmpllcatlonB aa well e,s the contlnulng strength

of these soclal roles derlved from the medlcal model are sxsmpllfled ln

an arttcle lvr1tt6¡¡ at the end of rny Éurvey perlod, applaudlng ard en-

couraglng ttre dlchotomy between €xpert and layperaon. It was wrltten

by an Amertcatl doctorr ht publlslpd !n an Australlsn professlonal

Journal, g¡d was headed by tho editorlal assessment that the article

"sums up to p€rfectlo¡ ffhe/ concept of excellenco" of the cllnlclanr¡

rol.e. The author proposed "Bome practlcal guldell'uee tn talktng to

patlant s't l

.Êrlrpet all patlcrtsr rogardleea of lntellectual
capaclty, arc neLw and elmpllBtlc when doellng
wlth thelr own health problems. One ehould assume
nothing, and start trom baelc f acte, and '¡¡11d
upwa:rd. A br1U1ånt porson ls of,ten a dull pattent.
A leee endøed patlcnt 1¡ often llke a chlld. . r '
¿StTeed1ess detalls and technlcatltlee should bo
erroldcd, They wltl not^b under¡tood¡ and nay pronpt
a hoet of nor a¡rxiettesÍ

Thle nedlcal modol aroÉ¡€ out of the profeselonrs treatment of

phyel.eal/ta¡rgtble dleeaeo. llow ratlonal dld a patlent have to be ln

ordor for her/hls brokon leg to be set? trø knc¡wl'cdgeable to bo

32.

Talcott Paraons, trsoclal Stn¡cture and ftynarnic ProceBE: The CasC

of},todernlvferl1cê1Proct1ce,'.l'.@(London:Tav1atoek,
1952)r ppo 4394?ì Freideon, tsrofesslon of Medlclne¡ p. 238.

P.A. Turm¡lty, "what trs a Cllnlcla¡r and tlhat Doea Hc Do?'r Annat¡
@, 16, Part 6 (Oct. 1971)¡ P,r"148.. -ir.
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lnocr¡lated agalnet smallpox? But when nedlclnc took over the treatmnt

of the lnsane, the medlcnl modeL was fmperlally lmpoeed, wlth far lecs
1

Juetlf,leatlon- Only a few casee of madnesa werc clearly cauacd by

aceldentS, only a few could be traced to gerne or polaons. Tle medlCal

nrodel , however, organlsod the ¡lrofesrl.onre lsrorledge and reeearch lnto

a pursuft of such tanglble¡ physfcal causeg, whlch eoulcl be treated by

tangtble, physlcal mcans -- ãurgery, lnoculatlon, drugs.

(b) Thß Orga¡tl,c ApProach

Thruugbout the nlneteenth century, there was confllct wl,thln thc

professlon over the understa¡rdlng anci syetematlzetlon of madneaa, a

confllct polarlzed lnto the somatologiet¡ vE. thc psychologlets. Tho

lseue \ua6 s.n ancient lllppocrate¡ had argued for phyelcal br.aln-

rilssase agaln¡t th€ prleEtIy proponenta of dlvlnely-lnflioted Ln¡ury.2

lJy the snd of thc century, the aonatologlcal approech wa¡ trlunphant.S

The publlcation, ln 189O, of thc flfth eclltlo¡r of linll Kracpellnre

@S!, wae vldely talcen to have prcrrred declelvoly that madneea, efter

ell, waa a dlseaËe lLke any other, caueed olthcr by a defectlve organt

by heredlty. by rætabollc changea or dtsturbad physlolog¡,.4 Oncc the

dl¡eeee had ben acquined, lts cour¡€ u¡ee prodetermlned, a3 waa lta

out@mo. Kraepclln's claeelflcetlon of nontal dl¡eaees waÉ based on

oxtenelrrc ctlnlcal obscrvatlon a¡rd fully tlocums¡ted atatlstlc¡.

l. 8ut ace, P. Áìedglfck, "Ìriental Illness Is lllneser" É.@,1,,
No. lÐ (sunmer-Fall 1972)r ÞÞ. tg6'2iè4.

2. .A.nthony Hordern, "Paychlatry: Past ancl Present: TÞ rorganlct
Approachr" ¡ 4 (.Iuly-r\ug. 1@), p. 3õ6.

3. 211 borg, Itlstory of i,iedlcal Peychologvr PP. 3?9464.

4 a .L4,'r PP' 4õ4{r¡'
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lle uged no @ncept of pereonaltty¡ he

rvas lnterestetl ln the .f4, the -!¡gg, of mental
lllneea, rathcr than th¿tr ldeettonal content.
I(raepelin dlci not want to knorv what the natlçnt
thought whcn he waa 111, tntt ¡99 he thought.'

Thlg gomatologlcal cleeslfXcatlon refln€'d by Kraepelfn, ond thc ba¡lc

aecurpttono of hls approach, were etlll ln uae Ln the lete 196Oa, althougtt

eonsld€rebly modlfled Uy later reeeaxcherB. Such somatoLoglcal concept-

lonc of madncga obvlouely flttèd ln pcrfoctly wlth tlæ mcdtcel nodol.

The petlent had rnæoly to remaln l¡asslvc a¡rd ø-operatlrp whlle tlte

dts€aa€ worked ltÉ course or wag dcalt wlth by tlp doctor. Thc goneral

medlcal ;þetlflcatlon for thle paaelvlty, vf.z., the patl€tttts lrratlon-

a.l1ty Ênd lgnorarrce when confronted bY h€r/hla oufn lllneea, waa, as

well, doubly legltfmate 1n the case of the ¡nadr Cloarly, mental or

lraln dlteaae destroyed ratlonallty.

lvlth Kraopelln, then, at tho furn of the twentleth centuryt

madnese aa a phyaúÈal dta€ale wa6 palnstakLngly dcacrlb€d and claeelfled'

But lts treatment was not mrch further advar¡ced. The aeylum w6-s a placc

of dread, wlth lte hlgh walls, lts crcrwdcd, lodced wardsr the blza¡re

behavlour of lte lnmatsp and the pectrllarlty of thelr t topcrs? Thc

"¡¡þrsl treat¡¡snt" of, the early asylurn doctors hsd clegenerated lnto

¡¡ere lncarceratlon. , Tlre rnad got Þtter, tf at tll, "by the grace of God

l. .I3lg.r p. 453i a1so, L.L. Ilobblns, "Â lllEto¡Lcal ¡levlew of CIae¡-
lflcatlon of Behavior Dlsorders o.Tld One Current irerspectiver" ln

r €d., Leonard D. Hron,
Current Concerns in CllnLcal I,g I (Chicago: /Ildlne, 1966) r
pP. l2-13.

2. AB Slr John lrowner reportecl to the $./1. Per1lament, Ln 1912: "to
put lt colloqutally, tlte hilles I¡lynn Conu¡¡lsslon found that every
¡nan who had been a long whtle ln chafge of lunatlca bocame aÊ mad

ês a hatter." Ë'4€4., 1912, vol. 59¡..
Crarcnd, ilGeneral llospltal PsychletrJ¡" ,

4, No. 3 (1969), p. l67i J.F. llllllamrt
Psychlatryr" , rI (r94?)r p. 5oõ.



35

and the natural hlstory of dlaease prc,ccaBêÊ . . . wlth the parsage ot

tL¡ne -- ofton rather a long tlrer"l The psychtatrlet, or allen!.st, nlght

be ebl,c to dlagnose the rltsease, but could not cure 1t. IIe slmply

kept the mad away from soclety, ancl riealt wlth thetr physlcal complalnta.

Nonetheless, the poyehiatriets, lnsplted by achlevements ln the troat-

mont of other forme of lllness, contlnued to exper!.ment"V1th a varloty

of phyalcal cureg.

Parkslde Aeylum was openod ln 1870, Ðd from tle bcglnnlng, a

gerles of cheruica-I and phyelcal trestmontE was employed' sedatlves,

Buch aa chloral liyttrate, were used from the fl¡st yeår¡ t¡ro¡¡l.des ?rot:è 
b

lntroduced soon after, then ¡ra¡al'dehyde J'n 1882, and barblturateg ln
a,

lg)3.- These wero ueod baelcally to caln agltated patlents rather than

to cure thom. In 191?, ltagner-Jaureßg dlecovered that lnfectlng

patlenta wlth nalarla was effectlve ln the treatment of general pa¡alyaf¡
3of the lnsane, a¡rd the method wae taÈen up wlth enthuelacn at Parketde.{

[n the rgÐbr.. arsenle was ueetl, aleo for the treatnent of syphlllttc

dlsorders. Next came a serles of chemlcal t'ahock" theraplesS ln 1938

ce¡¡llazol , ¡¡ cent?al nervot¡s Êrystern stlm¡l antr was flrst ueedr as waE

lneulln (to tndueg convulel,ons whllê Ln coma). In that sane J€arr

two ltallana, Ca¡fetti and Blnnl, developed e machlne to lnduce shockl

electrlcally. Three yËars later, $uperlntendant Blrch of, Parksldc

1.Â.Sto11er,'.l'lod6rnTr,endslnBr1t1shPaych1etry,,,@
of Au¡tralla, II (Dec. lS4?> ¡ P. ?66.

2. H.'f. Kayr
HoapLtsl (S.4.: Grlflln ¡)Í8s6, 1970), p. 67.

3. Inltlatly lt wae thought that tt¡e lever fteelf wag the remedyr tr¡t
lt was later dlscov6r6d that the nalarlal prctozoa¡r &etroyed the
ayphtlltlc ep!-rochete. Hordern, ttThe rorganlcl Approechr" p. 366¡
Zllboolg, titstorv of t'îedlcal PcttclÞloevr PP. 3i't6r õõ1.

4. Kay, þlgg¿Ir p. 6?.

I
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lloepital tn¡llt an olectroc-onwlslvE slþck machlne hl.meelf and began

regUlar uEe of lt. In 1945, he alao ploneered neurosurglcal procedu¡ea

Ln Ar¡stralta wlth the flrst leucotomy oporatton.l

In the case of goneral paral,ysis of the ínsane, thore was accuratg

knowledge of the dlsoasets cat¡so a¡d how the va¡Ious drugs worked. Ttlth

other menta"l "dfeerses" snd thei¡ treatments, tlte approach was purely

pragmatie: if they worked, they worked, h¡t no-one knew how or why.

Âs the superlntendant of F¡arkslde lloqpltel wrote ln 1947, concernlng

Ieucotomy,

ft 1s eald that the prefrontsl ærtox ls conccrned
wlth thought, b¡t actuolly we do not know muctr about
Ite precloe function. desptte the accu¡¡n¡la tlng lpoow-
ledge of urhat a ¡nan is llke wlth h18 frontal loba¡
parttelly romoved or a€vered ae ln leucotomy. . . .
A,t thc present tlne, we haw to conf,ega that we do
not kno'v precisely r,vhat flbures lt 1s necossary to
Ëevcr to gpt the beet resrlts, and moreoverr lf wc
dld k¡r<x lt uould not ¡natter, for the gesen! operetlve
procedure doea not allow exact locellzetlo¡t.-

Deapltc thle lack of knorrledge about the opcratlon and effect of physlcal

treatments, each of the¡n was qulckly tntroduced tnto Pa¡kaldc uospltal,

not the least reason Þlng that such treatments seerÉd "to brlng psy-

chlatry more lnto llne wlth other branchee of medlclrre";3 they werc

ttreêI" treatments, a¡rd eervEd to confer medlcel reepectabtllty on the

nental hospltal.

The noct nåJor development ln the physlcal treatnpnt of tho mad

came after the Sscond l'Iorld ìfar. In the early post+ror porÍod, many

mdlcal researchcrs were ehowlng conelderable lnterest 1n blochenlstry

t. rbfd.

2. II.lf. Birch, "Pref,rontal Leucotorryr" .
II (f 947) ¡ p. 608.

3. Wl,lltana, "Preaent Day TrendÊ tn Psychlatryr" p. 60õ; Clark,
@,_fner"rr:r pp. X3-27.
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a¡rd nêurophyalologyr Â greet nunber of now co¡upoundB were dewlopcd,

e¡rd ucôd for a Varlcty of pUrpoScl. Tbon thelr "3tdQ-cffccta" were

reall¡cd to h¡W ¡¡ore thcrapoutlc cf,lcct than thc orlglnally plarucd

naJor offcct. One ¡uch ¡ub¡ta¡rce var phenothLezlne, whlch had orlglnally

þ6q¡ u¡cd þt vctcnl¡arlgnl to kltl tnte¡tlnel worm3. Fron thl¡ wcl

dcrlvcd proæthazlnü, whlch waa uecd for lts antl-blnta¡rlnc propcrtleao

Tlpn cbtorpronaztrnÊ waß s¡mthcclzed and u¡cd ê¡ an antl-hlstanlner and

IEtcr aB a¡r antf-onctlo, b¡t tn bth u¡e¡ lt produced too ¡n¡ch ¡edetlont

st whlcb polnt ltr paychlatrlc poealbllltlee rere te¡tcd. Chlorpronaalnc

(L¡rgastll) wsg found to ¡cdatc o¡rd qutet€n aggrraãslvc pEtldrts, rcduot

halluclnatlon¡ and doluslone, and generally Elng mtd behavlour under

aontrol. From th6 lato tlftlea on, a whole battery of elnllsr "p"y"ho-

troplc" tranqullllÉlng and a¡¡tl-depreseant druge were der¡eloped, aparklng

off what we¡ t€rm6d a n6w psyehl,atrtc revolutlon.l TtË né,w druga werc

lntrodr¡æd Lnto Park¡ldc lloapl,tat ln l$g, and wry qu!'ckly boga¡r to

show eff,ect. Ma¡ry patlents who had fo¡¡ner1y been kept undor aeßtretnt

bocame nanagceble¡ drronlc petlørta became soclable, a¡rd some w€rìa 6vrm

dlacha¡god¡ thc ¡taff was froed from the aonstant lear of vlolcnce a¡d

they were allowed spaore to conelder otber forrn¡ of, tlrrapy.z Herc agaln,

a¡ wlth the other plqrelcal treetnents, ¡ur-on€ kseu how or why th€ netr

3druge worked.

Thua, by the carly yoars of tl¡o twcatleth ccnùlry, the eonstologlc-

ally orlørtod paychlatrlstô had egtabllohed e clasalflcatlo of thc for¡¡¡

I A. stollcrl "Thc Flr3t Tra¡rqulllålsr Decsdcl A Rcvl6r, " TbÊ Au¡trala¡;a

2.

Lan ilournal ol PhgrnecT (.IEn.. 1966) 4?, No. 5õ3.Sr¡pplement No.,,37;
Glark, gocial fherapy, p. 28,

E:4rEd,. No. 21, 19õ7.

3o Netlonêl Hsalth a¡d Msdlcal R€Besrch Coruroll, !{odern P¡vchotroplc
Drugs ln mcdÍcal Practlco (Ca¡rbrras AußtrÈlla¡r Govcrrurent Ptrbl!,ah!.ng
Scrvlcc, lS74r¡ p. 8.



of nadnÊta¡ $r thÊ 196oe, they had developed a ret of olectrlaalt

surglcal end cþnlcal traatmcnts rhlch aff,ectêd the bshÊvlour of ttnlr

patfent¡. Durlng the century, tlrcy hâ.d dlscovered ttp cU¡ees of many

for¡ne of nradne¡e - phyals6t sêuä€ao Cenerel' paralyste of the Lnoanc

wes proved to bc cguóËd by a1ryhllle, aenlle peychoais by degoneratlon

of beln tlsa¡o. whlle va¡loug lntracranlal tnfectlons psoducad eynptonr

of nadnssE -- nt€mory loss, dleorLentetlon, phyclcal ¡¡nco'oldlnatlon,

dcluslone. But there wers oths forms of nadnese f,ol whlcl¡ no csl¡Ëc

Could b found: schlEophronla, manlc-dEp8€sElon, paranola, pereonallty

dleorderg, narrosit æ tbå ¡o-caltd funêtlonal df.sordcrr.S Thtt

romatologtst¡ work€d througlnut t}n trcntieth eentury to dl¡covqr 1n tlr¡c

lnstånCee, too, a phyølcal canr¡c for thc d13ea3ê. Most partlcrrlarly,

thcy sougbt blochcmlcal explanatlone.S Bt¡t nonc ol the many theorica

advanccd hse to date baen wtdCly accoptcd or eonclustVely provtd, a¡td

nÊny reeeerchero coneldcr that the ænstologlcal approach 1l þ lta

vory nahrre tncepablc of deflnlng or treatlng functtonal rsrtal dl¡ordor.{

l. Thc¡s dl¡ondcr¡ fall l$ ttn oatogorle¡ 2tr1€.û ed 3o9 of Scctlon Vt
"Mental Dlsorder¡" of thc t{ortd Heelth or8antzatlon. Sgl-É-t¡g
Dceth (8th REvlsloaf tünovß¡ W¡lI.Orr 19€7)¡ See Appendtx one.

-
2. 8t¡uctlon¿I upnts,l dlsordcr le deflr¡ed by Gone and Tudor E3 follows¡

"c dl¡ordcr whlclr lnvolvca pcraøal dleæmtort ( a¡ l¡dicatcc þy dlt-
ttreao, anxlety, otc.) a¡¡d/or rp¡tal dleorgarrlzatlon (a¡ tndtoetcd $r
confuslo¡¡ tbought bloclcagc, rptor rctardetlon, arrd, 1n thc not.'s cl-
trenc Ça'aoo, by helluclnatlone md deluelons) that 1¡ not caraed by
år¡ organia or toxf.e cotdttlo. Thc tvo mBJd dlagnoatlc eategorler
whleh flt our deflnltlon are tho nsurotlo dl¡ordcr¡ and tbc functlonal
p¡ycho3ot.'r t.B. Goü! drd J.F¡ lrdor¡ "Adult scm RoIe¡ anrl lrlont¿l
Illnrreer" ln ¡ ed. Joa¡r lluber
(Chleagot Unlvcr¡Lty ol Chlcagp Prca¡r l9?3) ¡ pr 5or I havc ¡xtendcd
thl¡ deflnltlon to lncludc per¡onaltty dlærdcra. That la, tbroughout
thl¡ work, functlonal nontal dLaædrr cov€rt cêtcgþrlc¡ 29õ-\301 of thc
Intcrnetlonal ClEsellLeatlon of Dlceageg. Scct lon V. See Appendlx oneo

3¡ Hordcrtr, "ThÉ rorganlct Appmaahrtt pp. 3€4-6S.

4. 211Þorg, pÞ. 4õ9-641 494-5@¡
. Robblna, ' ordÇrtrt' pp. 16-l?.
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(c) Functlonal htadnase

'Ilrrou¡;lr thci¿' rescarcbes, then, the somatologlsts succeedod in

splltting m¡rdnosË Ín two: ou the one handr organlc ¡rnntal lllness,

on tl.¡u otl¡er, functior¡al nre¡rtal disord€r. i1 ith the functlc¡n¡¡I ¡nent¡rl

1
clisorciera, rrccilcal aclencê had aclvaneed by the 1.96()É no lurther tilan

iretl tt¡e church prlor to tita ni¡rotcenth crrntury¡ tÌ¡c ¡rroËeselonrs bellef

i¡¡ tlrr¡ pouslbillty of fln<Ilng sornatic causoÉi was as ¡nuch ¿¡n lcleologlcal

constr.uct as tþe cþurchtn betlef ln nraclncss as ciivine punishrnerrt. Ìr'iorê-

over, tlr professic¡n's abitity to oiagnose anr-l. clef inc tht+ functional

¡¡¡e¡rt¡rf cli¡orders was ns Little scisrtlflc aË the churcl¡re identiflcatlon

of witclree.2 'lhe ¡netiical profession coul<l rrot tlevleo a teet ivhlch corrld.

co¡rcluslVely ¡rrovei that a person was, f Or eXr:nr¡;IC, sclriao¡rltfenj c. as

cgn¡rarecl r+lth its certalnty 1¡r the dlagnosls of sy¡thills by uae of tlÉ

ira6¡.¡eiu¿u¡r¡ test. the dfagnosls of any of the frrnctlonal dlsorcler¡¡ wns

þa$orì n<¡t o¡ a ecir:¡tiftc cocllficatlon of syroptorns but on a doctor ob6erv-

irrg ørd B$sf¿sslftg bel¡Hvlour -- tho so-called "cl lnlc¿l lfrocedqro.rr Thus,

Cl¡¿rr'lotto üil veirman wrote of deprosslon:

tlle cìiagnosis of, deprosclon ls stlll r¡ssentlally a

ctrlrrlcal process. There Lre no establlgl¡ed criterfa
or objectlve procedures upon rvhlch there ls phonoln-
enologtcal, behavloural¡ or peyciro<Iynan¡lc agreement.
The recognition of depres6¡1on results fron inspecticln,
hlstory, lntervtenr¡¡ and empetiry. . . o In general , it
a¡)pear'$ tlrut the cIlntcal cllognosis of ¡nanicdepresslve
psychoË16 an<l other deproeslve condltlon8 1Ê ¡nade no
nÞre consiatentty tha¡r would oceur by clrancer and that
obaerver variablllty lÊ.tho prlnclpal elenpnt in
o li.rgnoat lc dl scorriíl¡Ico. u

I 'Ihomas Seheff, Baln¡¡ fitgntally Il1¡ A Soclolqelçal Thcorv (London:
iTeiclonfolcl and l.lioclson, 19ô6) I [)c 7.

'{he sêconfl part of the illalleus l,taleficarum (the Wttchegt Hu¡nnter) of
l4a4 "tc cievote¿ to *n"ffiay cllnlcal reporte. rt
tells of v¿¡rious types of wltches anC tl¡e dlfferent r,rcthods o¡re sl¡ould
uge to ldentify a witch. 'fo use Íþd€r¡r termlnolog¡ it describe¡ tha
clinica] plctures anci the varlous ways of arrlving at e cilagnoÉ¡isorf
Urcsory i,flboorg,
(New YorkS cooper Lquåre, 1969) r PP. 8-9.

I

2.

3. Oharlotte gilvarnrsn, splon (ÌJaltlnrr¡re: John¡
llopklns, 1998) r pp. 14, *t.
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OtÞr studl€s have toeted the rolfablllty of the dlagnoEle of schl,uo-

phronle, and dl¡covc¡sd the eamc dtscrepanêÍos. Psyclrlatrlets pÚcÉentGd

wlth the ta.ln€ É'dt.ieni. raroly agreed on thelr dlagnoslgr Ðd the r¡orc

erçerlenced the doctors, ths leae llkely they were to ogr.t't

Identlftaatlqr of fi¡nctlonal rnental dleorðr wÉ8 thrqtgh cltnlcal

Ju@nrnt¡ Tbat Judgænt wae the fei$lt of years of prectlco, of tralned

eubJectivtty. Nonetlnlero, that JudgrÊnt was nocesgârLly cørdttloned

by tbo 1l"fe of, the Judger. It was lner¡ltably caught wfthin ttn ltmlted

compess of n¡ry elnglo doctorrs experience, e¡rd therefore lnevltably

blassd accordtng to tho doctortË agê, sex, class poal.tton, and aCcordlng

to tlre partlcular socioty and tho partleular agB ln whlch aÍæ/he tlrnd.2

Cltnlcal Judgmnt ln thls lnetanca ¡neant that the doctor was conf,ronted

by a person who elther felt unheppy or whom othEr people sald wae octtng

odd1y. Ttn pereonrs bêhevlour wBB tJro only evldence upon whfch tfp

dLagnoals cqlld lF ¡na<la. But Judgmqrt of behavlor¡¡ læa¡ra Judgnott of

performanoe of soclal role, whlch te a soclal and npral I'osue, not a

sclontlflc onêr ÂB Lsr¡ort3 hr" polnted out, there 1a no behavlour whlch

Le lntrlnslcatly pnoof of ¡¡adness,lt ls only the eoctal context wlthln

whloh ttp behavlour occ:r¡rs whlch gIWs ft soclal msenlng. (Thle te

cleerly exelryllfled Ln onc of the ceaea frorn ny ûIËnsld€ aurveys Karen

Arndt had for mêny y€arg "llved ln her dream urorld." over threo ot four

yearsr bpr du¡ghter-ln-law hed got to knov hor as "always awey from

reallty¡ strangpi b¡t nlcer Thought Lt wae bca¡se sho was a¡tlstlc.'l

l. D¡I). Jackson, "Intmductlonr" lt Tlre Ftloloev of Schlzophronla¡ €d.
D.D. JaGkron (Ncw York¡ BE¡lc Booke, 19€O) r P. 11¡

2. Frcldson¡ Profe¡slon of Medfclner PP. 346-18.

g. Ë¡hf. Lemprt¡ "Pattnola and tlrc &nanlo¡ of ll*cluslonr" It Thc Msrtal
r od. S.P. SPltzor

lll, 19€8) ¡ p. ?2t
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It was only when Karen went lldov¡nhl1l'f a¡d was adr¡ltted to Glsrelde

ÌIospltel thet tÌre neenlng of her bohavlour charrged f,rom bolng a Blgn

of creatlvlty to a syrnptot of mednose -- chronlc paranold schlzophrenl.a.)

T?ra l¡nportence of thls Êoctå]. context l¡r determlnfr¡S the neanlag

of bEharrlour waa lgnored Uy the somatologlsts wlthln the rnedlcal profeellon.

Behevlour wse morely a ayrnptom, & olgn of the exlstence of e dt¡oaÊ€

whfch they could not døf,fne b¡t whlch they "lure,w" tvaÊ thore.l Inaof,ar

aÉ they soqght thle dlseaae entlty, they u'ere unLntorested ln the

patf.eert¡ thotr concern was only that tln petternt should be "good" wtth-

ln the terme of tle rnertlcal model. Many mad poople, horvevêr, behaVed

|n waye contrery to the pelslvtty, thc deelre to get well and the co-

opøetlon regulred of tlrcm. This contratineÉa wes therefore seøt by

tlre doctors as fi¡rther eyrptone of dleease. lfcndy Logan waa adtnttt€d

to Farkstdo llospltal. ln 1995.

She requlred rnrch persuaslon bef,ore she êlIó'ed
bersclf to be examlned. lïhtlst ettenptlng to
exa.ml.ne her f,undl she statod that I was lragting
uy tlmc â3 hor ¡nlud wae perfcct. SlÞ Yas nr¡plc-
loua and ovorbearfng ln her manner, and behaved as
though ¡hc wa¡ ar$rlng agolnõt the prorocutlon ln
the cc¡rte. . . r she eeened lndtgnant that ehe
wa¡ not alloçsd to cell a wlt¡rcse 1n hor dplence' r . .
She wns lncllgnant at havtng been bought here t'by the
¡rcllce." She was obrrl.ouoly parsnold and abs ha¡ vcll
ratlonalised her deluslone. 1''¡1th the Isßlt of I'nslght
lnto lpr clraracter and thE nloconstrarctlon of tn¡th¡
to aupporù her grsndiose and ¡roreecutory f.deesr shÊ
ls clatslcelly a paranolee.

Intofar aE Wendy co,r¡eldçrcd her¡slf, aane, she validly obJectcd to Þfng

trccted a¡ potentlalty nnd, b¡t hcr lndtgnstlon a¡d 8€n3o of Þlng on

trtal were lgnorsd by the doctors, exccpt al EymptorË. It wa¡ only the

for'm of hcr etotomcnt¡ thet rnattered to theur not the contont.

On the fnportsroe of cltnleal concoptuallzatlon, 8êo GGorge Roe6t
frpatteFrig of, DÍocowry and Control ln hÍental lltnesar" ln Madne¡g

(London: Iìoutledge 6¡d Kegan PflrIr 1968)r PP. 247-62.

I a
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(d) Tlre PsycÏroeocfel and Eclectlc Approacl¡ee

Th6re wsr€, hdwever¡ other understsndlnge of maùtcge wlthln

the pr.oúceslon tlro¡¡ thlg. lrloatly, tlreae had lfttl'e bsarlng on the

realtty of peychteürlc praetlco, at leaSt from the turn of the aentury

untl,l the 19õOe. Ncrretheleos. there tr¡ere doctorg wlto were uþre

cqrcerned rvå.th the patlent a¡rd her/hle prsonaltty thsfi wlth any hypo-

thetlcal dleeacod olgatrr Suc.b rtoctoss lletoned to thet¡ pntlonte

ratl¡er than elmply obeerving thelr t¡ehavlor¡r¡ they wsre concerned wl.th

ttp æntont of, thcrghte rathor then tTr;1r f,orn. These ðctore, through-

out the nlnetoenth and oarly twentleth centurle¡, developed tlre ldeE

that rnsdneas wag ¡¡ot so ¡ruch a dlseose lr¡t fathe¡' a developxûeÛ¡tal

result of, a oorlee of, psychotoglcat arlapt¿tlons throughout o pel'Sørts

llfo. Itladnese sld santty wer'€ not cll.a¡netrt eally opposedr tr¡t wer€

fl,uld a¡rrl lnterconnected etates of, ml¡rd. These redlcopeychoLogl.cal

theorlee hsd lltt!"e effect upon el,ths malnstrearn peyeJrletric thoory or

Lts ¡nethodÉ of troatmont untll tho cn¡cla1 breakthrough co¡n€ $tfth I¡reud

snd Breuorra preaentatlon of the theory of the unconaclouã fn tle 189Os

and ttn devoloprent of, psycloa¡alysts durlng ttp early yoare of the

twentleth century. Iivon so, !'reud'c lnf luonoe rråÉ llrntted untlL tltc

Second lforld ÍTar¡ Prl.or to thet, thero weÊ a f,lowerlr¡g of prlvata

psychotherapeutic cllnlcs tn /tmerlca, h¡t tn ¡ingIs,nd, arrl Auetralle,

there wae ¡,lttle contact botween lnstltuttonal psychiatry and poycln-

analysre. l

Durtng and aoon ofter the tfa^r¿ a sudden uP*urgo of lntereat

ln madneee anrl psychlatry was ehou¡ri both by the medlcal profeeslon

a¡rd the poput stlon at large. Thl,E can þe rolated to many f,actorg

lncludlng the use of psychologicel os weII as physleal testing of

1. Zllborg, HlstorT-of eIcdlco.l Pevcholoñtr PP' õO0{O6¡ Clark, .ggg,f$t
IÞgryI, p. 2ol .ronel, Mantr.l Hoalthr Þr 98.
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Boldlcr-recruits; the awareness of "¡raychlatrlc casusltlee" 1n tha

Ilinest and the r'ar tlrm propaganda whÍch proclalrncd the power of

Nazisn to be that of the evll use of mass psychology and braln-urashlng
It

technlqus¡o' Popular lntereat lrr madnese $taa further ntlrm¡leted lry a

noìr' genre of fllm energlng fron Holl¡mood and llnglend to the repturous

del,lgtrt of hustrRllan audlences and the chagrin of Åuetrallen doctorS.

one effect 6t the recent spate of paychtatrtc ItLn{
is undoubtedly to place psyc¡iiotriets a¡Ìd psychologiste
on a pedostal whlch 18 very lns€cf,¡re. l'er too much ls
portrayod ln tlre vay of dranatlc therapeutLc reËultË,
end lt wlII be a natter for conetderable dlsappolntrpnt
tcl patients and relatives when the nethoclÊ of "The
$eventh veil" and "$pellhound" can1ot b ueec¡ wl"th thc
so.nle success Ìrere as ln liollywood.3

Ilrofeesl,o¡ral i¡rterest in psychiatry witlrin /iuçtrr¡.lia a1 eo grew cìurlng

tl¡e w¡¡r onu post-war perlod. In 1946! the ¡rustral&si.an ¡\egociatio¡r of

I,syc¡iatrists, l¡¡ter tlre ¡iuetraliafi Bnd Ne\4, i.ealen<l College of I'¡sycltlatrlete

(¡NlL:ii)r \r¡a6 founded. I'he nrling conceptlon of rn¿rdnecs ln thte Associatlon

wË,s qulte expllcltly eclectic. Nelthcr the somat|c nor the psycholog-

lcal approachee preciomlnuted, tr¡t rather their combinetlon. In hla

lnuugural ariclreesr4 the fÍrst presttient, llrofessor ll".li. Uewson,

1. The hledical Jc¡urnel of Austral ln' 1946 , contalned such e¡ticles aË
IlJJt. Step¡rena, "Observattone on Paychoses OcorrrLng 1n Service
Personnel 1¡ì rorw8¡d Ar66'Er" pp' 145-47i u' llosÊ, "Psychotic ctl8uol-
tlsÊ 1n Nem Culnea, wLth Speclat lieference to the Use of Convulslrrc
Tborapy ln lrorr¡ard Areasr" pp. 8it0-33¡ C.[1o lucCarthy, "The llehabll-
lt¡¿tton of War Neurotlcsr" pp. 91O-1õ¡ ete.

2.''Post-Vlaro€rmâny:APeychlatr1cProbIem,..,
I (J a¡r" 1S46) , p. 119.

3. ',illllXarnsr "i,r6Ë€nt-¡iey Trends ln__Psychletryr" p. 5t)åi A.rAr Paln¡
"conespãndenco! PsychotÌrerapy¡" II , I
(Juno tg46r¡ p. 859.

4. i'¡.sr üswaon, "Ì,lecllcal iiducatir¡n in IJsycirlatry l¡'i ÂuEtrallar" i,le<t1ct¡l

@, lr (Nov. lfXo)r PPr 727'3(l-
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algußd thet "unfortturatoly there ls as yet far npre art tha¡¡ eclence ln

ou¡ ¡nethodsr" and that theref,or¡e a Judfclous baLanclng between the n€uro-

loglcel approach, psyclrgtheropyr peychoblology and a conc€rn for

psychoeomatLc nedlëf.ne was Deoe¡Barl¡. I'Ie enphaoLzed tho need to con¡lder

tle patlent "motro sE a B/hoLe and not Just aa tlrê unfortunate poEBeBBotr

Of one or slcr€ dlseaeed ofggtla.rr Âa well¡ tlro patlent should not ba

Ê6en BB a¡r leolated lndlvldual¡ b¡t ae related to a wlde social envLron¡nsnt.

There rrÊ,s no quostlon that tlæ organtc aspoct of madness waß vftat, trrt

overempha,slå on lta stucly would led to a "too norræ'ly Í¡cchÊf¡lstlc

polnt of vLewr" and lt must the¡¡efore b para.llelecl wlth study of pcreon-

aIlty snd social conte¡rt.

Thla AuetrellE¡r approach to psychlatry arrd ¡nedness waÉ Eumned up

the noxt year at tho ¡\esociationrs ureetLng by llr' John l'/llllane: the

phtlosophlcal backgrarnd to npder'¡r peychlatry was lte enphasLs on tt¡s

unlty of, ÈorJy end ¡nfndl Buch a vlec, ïvÊs ovêr1y slmpllstlc, and dteregerded

the contradl.ctlon betueen øeelng rnadnoãs elther aÊ tr dls6&so or Ba an

absrormal va¡lety of sone nental llf,o. It was aleo stlll very ¡n¡ch wlthln

tho ¡nsdLcat ¡rndel: altlrough tlp rvlrole patlont and not Juet e part wes

now the problem, the wlrol.e patf.ont rn¡r¡t stLll aHlcnte responolblllty

for hcr/lrlmself a¡d paaslvely corcperete ln the r6glmee lnrpoeod by thÞ

cloctd. Moreover, there was olso a¡r ewlutlonary ae¡rect to thts

Auetrallan app¡rog,ch to mûdnoss l4thLch placed the rnsd person outslde tÌ¡e

palo of clvfllaed oocfety. Zllboorg srltea of an attLtude of, "attenuated

contempt, whlch was the heredltory feature of L'uropean psychopathology.tt 3

Thl¡ attitude lnvolvod deftnlng tlre non-olganlcÈIly mad as havlng a

l. wlllla.E¡¡, "Present-Ðay Trendsr" p. õo8.

2. Zllboorg, Illstory of, Bledtcal Peyohologvr P. 493.
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"f,r¡nda¡rÉntal weak¡reas'.1' Thle cloarly waa the way the Auetralaslên

Aseoclatlon of Psychlatrl.sts saw the lsaue.

How ¡nuch of our treatment, ospeclally ln the roelm
of pcychlatry, 1É deeigned to malso llfe easlcr for
thoac by nature unfltted to stand the demands of
tlplr societ onvl¡pnnent? . . r Progresa ln those
qualltles whleh dlsting¡lsh manklnd fron the bmteg
can cqrtlnue only at lhe expenêe of thosê who mrot
drop out of the race. ¡

In the latc 194O8, euch noral contenpt wa.s coveFed by the paeudo-

sclentlflc veneer of soctal errclution. BY the 196Oe, the contemptt

or at leaet exasperatlon, wae ttore blatsnt. of Qwen Klrk, her psychlatrl¡t

wroto ln 1968¡

thsrapeutlcally lt 1s to be hop6d that thc remaÍn-
1ng" greln of goodneãBt' ln tlrie pêrson nay Prevent
her from becomlngttwholLyt'bad, b¡t the chanceg are
that hæ lrryutaf.vlty a¡rd lneblllty to put tlme bhveen
tlntrght end deed wlll carry her further to the preclplcc
of dlcaeter.

The reaeon for thle outbrrÊt waa thet Cwen melntalned that she ri¡1¡cl 
Do

rrcre to 1ose anyhoe, by'ñorc rlgld adherence to socùa,l @nventlonsr"

snd refuged to foLlor her paychtatrlgtrs lnstnrctlon¡. The doetor

wos cor¡nl.ùted to trylng to che¡¡ge cuenre lnmoral behevlour, ht neftlpr

maJor tra¡¡qufllleers nor supportlve therapy had worked. Gwen ref\raed

to co-operate rulth medlcal treahne¡¡t, so tln doctor rcconrnended her

df,scharge from hospttal and her admiaslon to Jall:

It waa thought flt to reco¡rmend her admieeion to Jall
on rcmand (for lnsuff lclent means of support) ,ra'ther
tha¡r e reù¡rn here, 1n the hope that thia may perhapr
drlvo hoÍp B Legaon.

Thls wae an extremo couree of actlon, ht nonetheleas wås tndfcatlve of

the moral natr¡re of psychlatry: lnsofar as people dld not adhere to

Dawson, "Medleal ltrlucatlon," p. 7
Psychlatric Programnn fü Posær" I
(Aprll 1946) r pp. 4õ7-Cñi A. $tol €F!
lioclal llentth sncl PsycÌ¡latrlc $ervleÆr" t
II (July 1948), pp. 1-8.

1
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sociat conventlon, or dld not behavè ln soclally accepteblo wayÉ, thsy

could be cLaaslfted ae 11I; lnsofri.r as they uÞuld or could not chant€

tlænaelves, tlrey were to be consldered as elther "wickecl" or "lveBk."

.4t Ieaat !n regard to functtonal Inadnesa, pËychlatrlsts throlghout

tho perlod of thte sur\I€y were cleaxly "nnral entr-eproneulsr"l elren

rrh6n they approprfated f,or tl¡e¡nselrrea the na¡ne of scientl'ats.

Tlp eclectlê, ml:<ed style of psrychlatry that was prödomlnant 1n

¡lustra1la eventuo'lly brought about (or allowed to happen) a qulte

clram¿tlc change ln tha institutionr:l tseat¡ent of the ¡rad during the

l96t¡s -- a shãnge that was pj.oneerec¡ ln Hnglancl in tlre 19ü)s.2 f¡a

somatological, app¡.oach prcrducecl the tr¡¡¡¡qullllsers whlch mesnt that the

exclterl 1 aggresËlve and ffrxlq¡s beh¡¡vlour of patients could bo oontrolled.

The psyelrologlcel approach prorluced an effoctive form of tlrerapy --

grûup psyclrotherapy -- whlctr was sutted to tire larger nu¡nberE and shortor

ti¡¡ro avallahle tn hoepltals tlun rvas the case wlth psychoanalyels. The

peychoblologlcal (e¡rd soclologlcal) approach produced a thoory --

"Lnstltutlonallzatlon" -- whlcl¡ shor¡red ho¡, tlre authorlterlan and hler-

archi.cal nature of traclitionnl mentrtl hospltats wae antl-thera¡reutlc and

rnado patLents "$rorse.if Profesgor ì!'.4. ,Crarnond, ono-tine Sìuperlntendent

of Fa¡kside Hospltal, oescrlbed instltutlonallzatlon as

the eecondary ptrccess whlch ls grafted on to ths
orlglnel aondÍtion wlth whlch the patlent ls flret
ed¡nltted to hosp1ta1. It is charactertsed by a state
of apathy md lndlfference, or of rvlthdrawol and
autometlc obêtlLenc€. . r . illany of the claeslcal
tcxtbook dcecrlptlone of adver¡ced etatee of deterloreted,
dtlapldatecl schlzoph¡enla &re ndut knc¡tun to be due to
thc ayndrons of lnstltutlonall-zatlon plue the underlylng
schlzophrenlc procese. It lE now rrpprcciated that thls
c¡mdronre developed bêcauÞe of the conl!.nat1on of

1. serlt, "lrladnees to Ì,{ental lllnegsr" P. 218.

2. Clark, $ocla,l Thera¡tvr pÞ. 14-33.
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p artlcul arly ¡á.etd ar¡thorttarlan ad¡nlnl atrat lon
snd of the soclal control of a closed connunlty
actlng on the wlthdrav¡n nrlnerebillty of tln
echlzophrcnlc l.ndlvtdual. who had atrea$V found
lnter¡pereonal relatlonshtpe traumatlc.'

The result ol theae devclopments, ln south Auetrallar tva.s the etternpt to

turn Parhslde ¡lontal llocpital tnto an "open d(¡or" hoepttal ancl a "ther-

apeutlc cormunlty.'r Ttre detnlls of thie change wero spelt out tn the

flrøt report of the nerv t]lrector of lilentnl tlealth, Dr. 1f.Â. Cramond,

1n 1964, and ranged fron the ro-organtsotf.on of the acürinlstratlon of

the Mental Health sêrvice to alteratlon of the minutlae of ward ltfe.2

The purpose of the changeg waa to create "a more democratlc and

partlcfpattng envlronmenttt f.n order that patlgrte should "responcl by

taking nþre responslbltlty for thelr crln act1ons." Thts, tn turrr,

would lead "to a total lmprovement ln thair eocla1 Þhavlour anA /ñelp7

to offeot the deletertous effects of thelr beslc lllnese."3 The medlcat

model wÊÊ 6t11 I ln force, b¡t no¿r the patLentts res¡ronslbllLty to ttwant

to got well" wag tho amphaslzecl aspect, rather than passlrre co-operatlon.

Onc congequenog of the many changee ln psychlatry afid ¡ne¡rtal

hoaptterls in the decade of the stxtiee wes thet the meanlng of modnege

bagan to change. ft was no Longer a dread dfsaasa rvhlch, havlr¡g stnrck,

led to the vlctlmtã forced lncarceratlon, usually for llte. Ilather, lt

wat B psychoLoglcel maledJuetment of porsonallty and/or a fatrly perm-

anont lllness whlch wag controllable lf treated 6arly enough. ¡1t the

tlme of acute crlels, the nad peraon mtght requlre hospttallsatlonr h¡t

1. Cramond, "General Hospital Psychlatry.tl--' ri. Soc rl¡o¡ D.V. Ìrtartln, "Instltutton-
allzatlonr" !æ!, iI (19õ5)r ÞÞ.1188-90¡ Russell Èarton,
Inetltutlcnal Ncurosls (rrlstol¡ John tÏr

2c S.A.P.P. No. ã4,

-
3. Ã!|¡!. r pp. 12-13.

196ð, pÞ. 8-16.

lght, 19õ9).
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ln general, the clleo.blltty could be hendted wlth drrrge and therapeutlc

support withln and from the conmunity, tn tlre personra otYn envfro¡rnent.l

Ëarly tre¿rtuent uras tl¡e key to tlie control of ¡nedreÊÊr so no longer wore

med ¡¡eople g¡(pected to be t'stark raving't befole they coul<i l¡e lcientlf,t€d.

$lnoa tho aclerrtlfic nature of function{rl madnesa was ÉttII not knotwn,

s1l e¡td rrny "ocld" betravlour rrrlght t.n an ês¡Iy sytiptom. The nurnbers of

poople eoeklrrg inetttutlonat psychiatrlc help lncreased ¡enarlsahly¡

ad¡nlssions to tl¡e I'iontal Uealtt¡ ljervlces instltutlonÊ increased stoadlly

from 1?ü) ln 19G1-2 to ZB(F fn 1965{ to 35O() ln 197O-1.2 In 1963 a¡r

CIutpatfents uopartrusnt was organise<l a¡rd a tray llospltel estnbllshect¡

1n the noxt few yearÊ a nunrbet of Comnunlty l,lerrtal liea1th Centree ìrer¡e

opôned. By 19?O, there were 4õ(X) people und€r ca¡e ln these less

for¡na! instÍtutionÉ. Aleanwhile, nanJ¡ hundrede of thousancls of otl¡er

people were vl8lting their locat doctors for treatment of p8ychtetrlc

problemsl ln 19?O, 8'¡i, of all vteite to general practitioners vréro so

3cl asslf iod.

(e) (þnæal Practlcc

Tlrrorghout the perlo'd of tl¡ls Eurvey, 192O-197o, the general

paactltlonor wgs the outrlùr for ths trFntal hocpital and psychtatrlEt¡

dcllnlng bahavlq¡r as oarly synrptoms of madneae, treatlng lt with avall-

ablc dnrgs, lssulng the referrals epd certfflcstee for more speclalleod

oç lntcnolve paychlatrlc carêr Tho gron,lng ephaeig on early treetrnemt

meant thet peychlatry âE a dtaclpllne became rþre g€nerallaed throughout

L a ll.A. Bgrclay, "Provlding lra ,
and B.J. Shea, "Conmunlty $ Roles
of Mental llealth Vlsltorar" I
Iasy Pllowsky and Davld ì'laddlson (Syaney: $ydney UniversltJ¡ Pressf
1969) ¡ pp. 67-93.

No.
å¡!Ë./21, 1965-6, 19?O-1r 1970; See Tatr1e 1.

Ian L. RowO, "Pres try Ccncral Practltlo¡r-
or¡3 1, (þncralr" II (Ma¡ch 1973),
pp. õ89-93.

2c
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thc rncdlcol pmfcs.lon. The nunbcr of doctor! tlth polt-grduatc tr¡ln-

tfrg tn prychlêtry lncroaccd qultc substa¡rtlellY, lr¡t thc ab¡olutc nuDbtrt

rcnalncd ¡nall. Therc rcrc tlvc South Australla¡r foundatlon nenbcr¡

of tlrs ÁÌ.¡ZCP ln 19û6¡ by 19?Ð ne¡¡bcrahlp h6d lncrcased to forty two.l

More lnportantly, hovover, tlnra wes êlt lncrca¡c ln thc quantlty and

quallty of psychlEtrlc tcachlng ln tl¡c acncral undcrgraduetc Eodlcel

court€t lf goncr¡l practltloncr'3 terc to bc rblc to tdentlfy carly

tyrytorae of nadnoaa, they nccdcd norc tra1n1n3 than thc trclve or Elxt€cn

lecturc¡ ln psychologlcat ædlclnc thcy hed prcvlq¡tly recclvud.2 In

1963, tlp South ¿uetrallan Aesoclatlon for Mcnt¡l Hcalth r¡l¡cd thc caplt¡l

to c¡tablleh e Ch¡1r of ldrntal Healtb at Adclslcle Unlv¡rslty.3 Dr. lî.4.

Cra¡m¡rd took up the poat, and re¡tn¡ctured paychlrtrlc teachlng ln tcrm¡

of the nor conc€rn wlth thc goclal æntcxt of n¡.dnes¡. It 3t1U occr¡plGd,

lÞvovcr, c qulte ¡na.tI proportlo¡r of thc ovcrall slx-yGal gcneral QütlGo

'fhc ctra¡rgc fn thc courta of tralnlng ra¡ onc of nany profe¡¡lone1

e¡rd ¡oclal changct affectlng gcrnral practltlonæ¡ $hlch, ln turnt

¡ffoctcd thrlr conccptlon of nadnc¡¡. In the crrly doeEdo¡ of the twcn-

tleth ccntury, the Au¡tralla¡r ncdlcel profcrtlon wer t¡ndenrcntally

conpoacd of gcnerol practltloncrs. Evcn ln the l¡tc ftftlcar gcncral

practlt!,onort eonprlrcd mora than helf ol all quellflcd medlcal Prectltlon-

cr¡ lD Auatralla.4 Gencral practftlcrcrt wtrr¡, borcvcr, poorly trclncd

1 "The Al,fzCP offlcr Ba¡lcr¡ lnd Fcllcra !¡d Mcnbar¡ el Et Soth Aprll
1g¡or" 1n¡crt ln Augtralla¡ a¡rd Nar ztelt¡ld Journ¡I of Prychlatalr¡
4, No. 2 (Junc l97O).

a

2. Celcn¡lar of thc Unlvcr¡lty of Ad€Ialdc, 193õ, 19€O.

3. Annuel Rcport of, tha South Auetrallen A¡eoclatlo¡ lor Mcntel Hcalth,
ts?2.

¡¡ tg{9¡ 79& of alt quallfled nedlc.I pr&ctltloncrr v¡¡r ln genorel
practloc¡ by 1961; the proportlon wag 6of. Aust¡¡llan üodlcal
Asæcd,ctlon Study GDouÞ on Ìledlccl Plantngr Flrat Bcport; Gcnerd
Preetlce å¡d It¡ Fr¡turc ln AustrallsS lbe Sopc a¡rd llothocl ot
Practtec of the Futurc Gcncrel PrectltLonc¡ (Sydncyt Á¡¡3trel831rn
trlecllcs1 Publlehlngr b.d. Ã57ilr, Tablc 2.1, g. 14.

4 a
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I
J.n deallng wfth unhappy, dlsturbdr mad patlenta. Certolnly, tlny were

often eloser then epecialtst psychlatrlsts to the patLentts soclal and

famlly envlr@tnent, arrd may Þ€rhaÞs harle underetood sornothlng of, tlm

long term dynamlce wtthln lt. Ilut they were stlll tralneel to eee the

eituatlon through the grtd of the nredlca'l norlelt madneso wag a dleeaao

reeldlng !n the fndlv!.duaI, to to treated phystcally aß an organlc

Lllneee. Ì,loroover, general practftlonêrs wero prof,esslonals ope¡atlng

nrithfn a froe entorprtse syetem on a fee-for-service basis, so that tìhe

troatment of 1lIneee hsd to te made profttable, or at least pey tts orn

*aV.3 To dleE¡ose soÍ€one as ¡nad was to loae thom as a paylng patlent

by reforrlng thom to a mental hoopital, hrt et lenst got rl-d of a

possfbly tl-ne-consurnÍng and cllsturblng ca,ge.

In the lete 196Oe, howovor, srother &venue of treatment was opened

up: tran+¡llliære. Very rcpldly, they cams to be proscrlbed ln o11

eorte of general practlce slfiretlone, alnpst aa û, cure-411. !I. Talt

descrtbed the cl-rcumstanc€s of the o\Þrworked "eonûnón-Benõerr doctor:

H.s clessLflcatlon of patlonta tends to be 
tl 

¡1ood
þlokes't1 those Lacklng arry f,ortltudo, a bl.t odd,
and frankly nodç The frankly mad ones a-re referred
to a peychlatrtst¡ those Lecktng fortltucte Ìc ofton
treate rmry well by comnon-sensef whlch of corree ln
otber terms ls exhortatlve ot suggpetive psychotlrerapy,
whlle the somer¡¡hat odd patternt receXvos tranqullllaers
beear¡se the doctor dæe not lsror of a$ythlng elee to do.
Agaln, tranqutllLzera are used at tirea, poeslbly ln-
Judiclously, by sotlæ doctors who through thelr own
personal nakertpe a¡o unable to dlsctres tIË elptlonal
prohteme of patterrte rrlthout bcomlng lnvolved or
dleturbed themsel ves. 3

lr John II .T, illlard, "lteychlatry arrd the General l?rrictl,t!.onerrt' ÁrirralE
of Generel Practlce, 15 (Oct. l97O) r PP' 16ð-6; doe aIeo, Allan
$toller, on $,'lont Ìl eede ¡l*US

(Canberra: Govertrrent Prlntlng Off lcor 19Sð r F. 2,9.

2¡ Â¡1.1./1. Study Group, Gqreral lbaetlce¡ P. 3O.

3. lf. Talt, "'rranqutl!.1zerer" , 3, Pt. 4
(¡loc. 1958) r p. 139.
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Thero wer- orrly clln1ceÌ¡ fo€., tralned-subJectly€, assessÍPnts of

functlonal nednessi gener¡ú pr¡¡ctltLonsrs wena lese tralnecl ûld leEs

experlenced than psychtûtrlEtE tr¡t hod equatly poworful drugo to enploy¡

the colseguence vaË thÊt mûny latlents rvere glvon psychotro¡rlc druge at

a pol¡rt where Leee clreßtic measures couLd havo boe¡t employed. A natlonal

survey conducted ln 1962-3 by the lìoyal College of Gensral l>ractLtlonere

reported thot goneral frrnctltloners t1¡ere ovqltllncl. lned to dlagnoBe a6üe¡r0

doprossú.rle cllsorclers 1n ttrelr pat3,enterl Uuptu""Íon cncì anxiety being

the maJor psychlatrlc syrnpto¡ns found ln the ¿eneral prílcticè situatlon.2

liven tlrose generat practltttrnsrs who were dul¡ious about the psychotroplc

clrugs often founci they had llttle choLce -- thel¡' pr&ctices were chang¿r¡gt

thelr linorrrledç¡e a¡rl trai"ning wera not. l"loro patients we¡e conlng to ttern

wlth "psyclrologlcel problems" ¿urtl v/erc oxpecting help.3 liltuatlons

vlhlch were novor before clefincd ae "hea'lth problems" carÞ to b oo, and

the gencral pr¡¡ctltlonor had to fl.nd eolutions f,or marltal dlscord,

apathy, unhappinoss, sJrd so on. Iler,/lrie medlcal trnining, lrot'rever, had

llttle f tttect tho generaL practltLoner for ttæse tasl'is.4 On the other

1n
1.A.StoIIe¡randJ.liruplnoki,''PsyclrietricDisturbafices,''/:@

Netlona1 trlorbldltv survey Feb. 1962 -dan. 19æ, Pt. 2 (Canbrra:
Natlonal Ifealttr and i,iodicrr]- Iìesearch council, 1969)r P. 49.

2o llorrle, "Psychotroplc Dnrgsr" p. 5fr).

3. Betrveon 1962-3 e¡rd 19?3 thero waÊ a 61i', incre¿ise in tho ¡:rnoportl.on of,
patlonts vleltlng gøreral practltlon€rs urho were rtiagnosed !c having
a'nentaldtsorderrvtth1nthernean1ngoffject1o¡rVoftheII!@.
al Classlflcatt.on of DleeaseE¡ 3.6?'u ln 1962-3, B.l% ln l97o-1. g.Wø

in 1973. KrupLnskl and [jtoller, Nntlona,l Horbidlty Íiu¡lttev 1962-3,
p. 48¡ l"towe, "Payehotroplc Drugs, " p. õ9O¡ Royal Australla¡r Colle3e
of General ilrnctltloners and Intercontlnental iiedical [jt&t18t1cE,
'Á. [iorbldtty Indox, Oct. - Ðecr 1973r' Vol. I, (u¡'dney: unpublÍ'ahedt

Dodo ) .

J.11. Rogers, "Llnrg Ât¡r¡se - Jugt l.fhaü the lbctor Ortleredr" Psvcbologv

IgÈI, 5, l{o. 4 (SePt. 1971)r P. 16.
4 a
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hand, thc a¡ea of conpetence of ttn gcncral practltloncr ra¡ befng whlttlcd

üeV by thc actlvltl.ea of specteltet doetorsr Boclal mrkcral payehol-

oglcta, and by eoramurtty hospltels a¡rd health ecrvlcer¡ ar well, fron

thc oarly 19@a there rrae developtng a elnrtago of gcnæal practlttqte¡¡

both absolutaly and relatlrrcly to the rest ol the Eroúeegion.l 1!or",

tl.lc genoral practltloncr oa¡ß to fcel orrclrycrltedf undçr--'¡6ssrgttl8od, a¡d

fn¡stratcd! ¿ prose¡a nprl¡ar ln tlre o@vôyor belt of ncdlclnc.

In thlp altuatlon, tra¡qullllgers haam "wondetr dn¡gÊ; Ì' "ltæotng
rellcl to both doctor and patfcnt. For the doctorr c wldcr rangle ol

ltrInratc¡ a¡rd hencc paylng potlent¡ becano troetablG¡ tf! pryohotroPlc

dnrge thoæelwa produeed many sldc¡úfcct¡ çhlcb nccdcd to bc trcEtsd

witb ¡tf.ll other dnrgs l2 ¡n gcnerar prgßtltlonct raa o:ccu¡cd fro¡n tb

dlffler¡It taek of dlagno:l.a and could treat llnply on tlp baalr of

ay6¡rtome. FoE tlr pationt, ehe/bG golned from the dnrge ¡ome alprt-tsrrn

reductf.on or rsllef ftqr tdroion, anxlety or d@rcealonf l¡ow€v€r, tha

oauæB of such states were not deelt wlth, and we¡e ¡otmtlnc¡ poryctuatcd

by thr uec of thc dmga.g Tlpae ,rnrtually beneflct-&l appccts of thc uee

of pgychotroplc druga wore well axcnpllflcd ln e dnrg advertl¡opnt

orlglnally fn¡bl.l¡hod ln tt¡e ¡ elx

ldentic¡l photogrçhe of tho ee¡û€ unhappy-looklng woman acompa¡¡lGd by

a text whlch ealdr tToutve talked. . . . Youlve lleten€d. . . . h¡t

hcre eho Ía agaln." Pr€rcrlpttur of e meJor tr¡aqulltlzcr rslterrcd tlr

dootor of, a denodlng and worrylng patlørt at the salp tlm ¿e lt rellor¡ed

l. A.M.A¡ Sùrdy Group, 'ccnoral Preetlc¡ p. lil¡ Report oú thc Comttteo
on FacLlitlGs for Tralnlng Medlcsf Preotlttoncr¡ ln South Aratralla,
S.A.P.P. !¡q. tt{¡ 198õ-66.

2. N¡H.M.RrCr, 'Paychotroplc Dnrga, pp. 3-13.

9¡ Rogcpl t'Dn¡g AtuaGr" p. 241 R.II. Thorp, "Dtug-1dt|¡tg by Preacrlptlonr"
Cu¡¡e¡t Alf¡lrr B¡Ilctln, S, Np. 6 (Nov, 19?8)r pp¡ lo-18.
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ttn pettont of her unhePPlneøs'l

Such adwrtlssrenta pot-nt to a naJor lnf,luor¡ce on goneretl practlt-

ioners ln rega¡d to thetr dcflnltlon and treat¡nent of madneeg¡ tlÞ

pharmeoeutl'cal i¡dustry. Fro¡u the socond \Yorld l[ar onwaldc, tbÊro wal

!n enortrþus e:çanslon 1n thc sl.zc of th€ hdustry and 1n the nurnbera of

lts products¡ an expanelon to great that lt beceme vlrtually lnposslhle

for speclallst doctons to lceep up wlth advanoee ln th€lr orn f1elds,

Iet alone, f,or general practltl.onore tn all f loldE. Tt¡e Lndustry s¡n-

thee!.zed the new compounda, then trled to ftnd usee fo¡ then. lïhoteter

aspect¡ of behavxour thetrr affected could thereby þ tu¡ned lnto D

eymptomg. That Ls, cureE were bolng manufactured for dleea.s€E whtch then

needed to be creetod. Feellnga and behavlour whlch prevlously had Þen

ordtnary aepects of socis,l llvtng could be tu¡ned lnto symptoms of

maledJuatment, mentel ll,Iness, madneos. The pha¡maceutical lndustry

wae gt1m¡lated by the lmperatLne of proflt-nraklng lnto ¡eekfng the hlghott

poeslblo consutuption of plll,b and íßdleLnee by conetantly eçandlng the

types of tEollng and behavls.rr that cq¡Id be deftned ae 1llneE3.2 lt

waÊ from thls source thet, to a very largo oxtent, the Australfan general

practltlører galned trer./trts oxpandtng undorÉtanding of raadness ln thc

flftlos eId elxtlea.S The pharmacoutlcal tndustry epent e large

1 a Dleq¡sÉ€d tn lluth Cooperstock, "Pregcrfb€d PBychotroplcg - Tho
UWa¡d Trendr" Addlctlgng (fiprLng¡ 1974>¡ pr 4o.

TlGt¡ "Dnr64alcingr" p. 6¡

Davld ng Generel Practltloner Pre¡crlb-
xngr" (Ngv. 19?3) r PP. ?S8-Oo¡
coopc 8r" PP. 39-¡4¡ Rogorsr'Drug
Ah¡se lìesearch Dlvlalon of the Âuatral-
la¡¡ Pha¡macoutlcal t'{anufactu¡or¡ Asttciatlonr T}¡e PresaTlotton
Medlclne Industrv ln Austrelta¡ Fact Booli €nd ed.; Sydney; Health
Eco¡ro¡rlc¡ Scrvlcc, 1973), p. 16.

2o
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proportlo of lts revenue ln "pronotlon"tl Bendlr¡g roprcsontatttlls to

gGncrêl prBcttttonora (nany doctora w€rG vl.El-ted tço G threo tlncs a

wactr by ropaescrrtetlver) ¡ regular conslgnmentB of unsolletted me1l to

gcnral prgctttloners¡ pleci.ng adnsrtl.sêmcnta 1n medlcgl Journala (all

of îhtch Journala wsr'e dspendsnt upon th18 f,lnanclal supportr and rarely

crltlclæd at¡y parttq¡ler d*g) | provlding other lnfornetlon thrcugh thå

paranËdlcal proee end the loeel Ot."r.z Thc gOneral practltlocr hsd

llttlo acccss to otbør lnlormtlon on druga tl¡a¡r thls, sd wa¡ ltablc

to take tt too m¡ch at faec-valüe¡ Oocaslonally, ¡t pcofe¡el'onal mcet-

lngr, ansll wernlnga yere soundGdt "Iet tlp cllnlclgt¡ rcm¡rber ln

rcedlng thfe naterlal thot the basfc Intent !s to acll drugs þ educat-

tng pþc1"1"rrr."9 Eh¡t gtlllr br thË 19?Oer llttle altcrnetlw cducetion

wa¡ ¡valleblÊ.

1. l€176 ol the totel coat of salea tn 1971 wÊÊ Ebaorbcd 1n advertlatng
a¡rd pronotlon. A.F.H.A., IS9-@þ¡ p. 2€1.

2. Wateør, "Genüal PractltÍøer Proecrlblngr" pp. ?88-90.

3. _LÞj!g. r p. ?89.
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III. [lad Wonpn

In lookfng et the cæi>t of nsdnees aver the flf ty yearË of thf.a

ßurvey, we find that the $tate delegatod totsl pow€r over tho deflnltlon

and troetmnt oÉ mert people to tlp rrndloel profeselon. 'Ihe profcssloür

sag eble to provlde eclentÍf,Lc dell¡ltlon and troatmeot ln casos of

organic nadnees. But the doflnltlon of fwrctlonal nsdneea ¡enatnod a

eubJectlve and hlghly va¡loble rcraI $dgmant of tndlvtdt¡a'l Þhevlour,

lnsofa¡ as there wore no prûclss, agre€d crlterla for deterntning the

exlstence of guch dlaorder, ThEse Judgnente were exêr€ts€d Ln the flrgt

lnetance þ general practltlonêre, who sorted out patlsnt¡ ond provlded

eltber prescrlptlon¡ or ref,errals. Peopl.e who were admttted to nentel

hoapltale had elrcst lnevltabty been pasecd on by e general prastltlonor,

tÞ few exoeptlona Þlng thoec plcþd up by tlp poltce¡ 4d exurlned by

the pollcn surgsoû¡! Evsn Jrl¡. conmltel¡ requflsd ttp por¡on to be

exa¡n¡,nod by a gporal prectftlorror.l Tbs genoral practttlonerts assêgEmsnt

of nadness rrag tlaßod qr a vory ltntted undorgfaduete tretnlng¡ Uon/hte

cfirrn posslbl,o lneear¡rlty In regard to ataù¡c and per¡onel abl.llty to doal

wlth dlgtressecl poople¡2 tU" pharpceutl.cal lrduetryta lnforrnetlon

deelgned to EeIl rrrore dnrge¡ and the ¡nedlcal model whlch pro-ostebllsh€d

a¡¡ oxtrer¡o etatus dlff,er.entlal beüreer¡ ùhe ostenalbly scl.mtlfic doctor

and the lgnora¡rt peaelve patlsnt. fo e aertaln degreer ttnee factorc

elao aflected the speclal.let peychletrlet ln the nentsl bospltal.

llowever, the peychlatrLat ueuel.Iy hsd e great€r sonse of, ænfldence, btb

In Þr./Ìrlr¡eelf a¡rrl ln the fect thet the pattent had alroady pasæd

l. See Goorge, "courltncnt of tlre Llentatly l1lr" pp. 33Û-.35.

Z. Iùoyêl eustrellan College of Goncral PractltlonÇrar Nor South Welcs
naãulty, "lfho snd lïbat Are Ycr, Doetorr" ,
1, Noo 4 (Jr¡¡re{u1y 19?2) r ppr Zll-l?t
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thrcugh tbe f,tfet goneral pfact!.ce tost arid waa thæefore more easlly

essutr€d to be ¡nad. (lu tlrrec of, the cBE€¡ notes of, the €lcnrlde

Hoapitel womn - Wendy Loganr lrme lVolnan and Car¡plla Gntada -- eom

doubt was o:xproeaed ap to the valtdlty of tlro ccrtlficatesr lut ln

each case the woman was nonothelesa detalned tn bogpltal.) Flrrthunonct

tln psychl"atrtgt had a wlder rarigc of treat¡¡ente a¡rd thcraplcr, and to

æ¡no erctcnt wae able to def,tne madneas ln tc¡me of ¡uhat ra¡ trsetable.

In tho y9ârp bfce eleetro@nrn¡lefve therapy and the payclntroplc dnrgat

thÍs sras lesa lmportant, aÉ treatm€nt was baslcelly rcatral.nt and lcdatlont

and the petlent elther recor¡ered 1n the courEo ol ttme end wa¡ releaecd

(ttrat lar, her/hls behavlour was Judged to b approprlats to thø psychtatrletst

parcetrtlons of oonnrnlty sta¡rdards) ¡ alt*natfvslvr the petldrt dtd r¡ot

rêcovGr a¡rd re¡nalned lncarccrated. Aftor phyelcal trqatmqttÉ thgt dld

of,fect bahavlour bcame aveilable¡ varlous diærdera (or patterrre of

behavlour) ca¡ne to þ ¡uore cleerly dlf,ferentletcd and some, whlch dld

not reepond to s¡¡y treatncnta, bege¡r to be dropped fronr the oategory of,

mdneeg. By the 197Os, psychlatrlets In South Australla were baconing

loeth to clas¡lfy pereonallty dleorÈrs es ¡rpntal lIlness.t

lt{adness was fornally constltuted by the zuhJcctlvc Judg¡¡pnt of

general practitfonere and psychlatrlsts ae to lnêpproprlate eocú4.1

bchavlour. oÌrcÊ orgørlc ¡nadneaa Èa¡l becn nrled out tn a partlculer

cåFr, thc npdl.cal perceptlon of tnepproprl.atcrl¡rsd Þharrl.our was lf-ttlc

dlff,erent frorn ttra perceptlorre of lay pæpl€¡ although oftcn rpre reflned

bccaus€ of greater experlence wlth a.rqtr ÞÌ¡ovlour, a¡td us¡aIly e>çreaÉ6d

ln rærs teclnlcaL languago. One lntlf aeton of thle eünllerlty of prof,eaclonBl

and lay porceptfon, 1e that, ae def,lned try the modlcel profesalon and a¡

p¡ror¡€d by tlro people 1t adnltted to rpntal hospltals, nadnecs wae gendor

apeeLflc. All Anorlcan rleta on funatLonal madnsss lndlcate that noy

Cbrls Etutler, "Whot8 !.Iad, ülho Ca¡es? Ttp Doctor ¿fnterntow wlth Dr. J¡
R. Cla¡re¡;7¡" Advertlscr, I oct. tg1?, p. l?.

1.
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nt rs wonnn thsri men lver€, a¡e srid are llkely to be, mad, regerdlcss ol

the ¡nethods a¡¡d statt¡tl.cs ueed, or of who maclê tlp ¡electlon.t ,*

apeclfle str¡dlee have ben publlshod or¡ thls iesue 1n Âustrolla, and

none concor:ning liouth ÂuEtralla, ht the followlnß tebles lv6re derlr¡cd

from the Ânnual Reports of the Director-Gcneral of Ìr'fodtcal Senvlces to

the South Âustrallan parllament from lg66 -- when the statletlca we¡¡e

ftret made avallable.

Tel¡Ie 3. Flret and Total Adntsslqr¡ for a.ll Functlonal ntcntal Dlærdcrs

Flrst Ádnlgelona Total Aù¡rls¡lons
Ftrl'M

1g6c¡-o7

1967-68

1968-O9

1969-?0

19D-71

m
æ7

%ô

3eü

æ2

357

3€8

309

363

389

fj?4

@1

g96

805

782

srg

92ö

42

898

951

Tablc 3. Flr¡t s¡d Totêl nd¡nlaclo¡ for Schlzopl¡¡enla

81rct Adalsslon¡ llotsl Adnls¡lons

--

MFMF
1966-€?

196?-68

1968-69

l9g9-?O

l97D-71

134

119

r2t

103

1?¿3

106

g7

4æ

366

998

4õ3

463

3ffi

388

339

3õ3

344

l04

94

90

I a For a Burvey of the ArrÞrlcan Etrrdles, soe Gorre ancl Îr¡dor, "ScN Bole¡
a¡¡d [tental lllnoeer" pp. 3õ-Bõr
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Table 4. Flrgt a¡d Total Âd¡nlsslons for D@

- 

Deprescl's Neuroata

FLrst Âùrlsslons
F[r

1966-67

19O7.€8

1988-69

1969-?O

l8fr-71

72

91

95

110

lo9

?,29

Ð?

194

t97

21?

te7

172

taz

271

216

48

{o6

412

4ã7

433

Ëglg¡ Íjouth Auetrallan Parllen€ntary Popers, Noer 21.

Tahle 2 trrdlcates that ln 6outh Australla, too, more wonþn than tæn wene

functlonally mad. Table 3 alrowe that, tn keeplng wlth tho Ânertcan data,

sohlzophrenta $Íaß B nÍxèd classif,ication, rvlth constdorable fluctuatlon

ln ma,1e,/fernsle admlsetür ratea. (Tlp reeson for thts fluctuatlon Ls

unknown. Thero has Þen constdgrable ¡research lnto ochLzophr.enla, h.tt

"tlre a¡nount <¡f usefuL und syotenratfc lmorledge ebout soetal factors ln

the epldemlology of echizophrenia is clLgappolntlngly small.")1 lr*.l*t,

the curnrletlw f,lgures on depreoslve psychosXa antl depresÉlne neuroeÍa

fndlcete that doparesalorr was¡ EgISgglEE,¡ e fenralo madnees (fabLe 4).

As aould be e:çected from the dlscusslon above, tl¡ere have bgdr e

varloty of orçlerratfons for this phànorenon of greater føale fi¡nctf.onal

madnees, none of whtct¡ has recolved wldespread acceptanceo Theee rarge

Atfbt O. lllahletrud Nsroa¡ A. 9ætch¡ "Socloculturtrl Factors
1n the ú¡foerfofogy of schlzophrenla! A Revfewe" .þTÈlgtry, ZBt
No. 4 (Nov' 1963), p. 343. ¿

I I
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frorn glandulgr a¡rd horrnonal explanatlone, thrqugh the lnhorcntly greater

tv€akn€ae of wOmn aß compa¡ed wlth men, to analyseg of the varlour

dlettncttonÊ fn the soclal, roles of men and women. Onê group of regearcb-

ers, hdever, hac looked not at the characteri,str.ce of, nsfl wonenr brt

et the percqrtlonp of women a¡rd madnces held ty those dolng the Judgt'ng
I

of madnes¡: doctorg arrd cllnlcl.arrE. Thls study, by Brorærma[r É.g!.,

t[aÉ pneceded by ê Burvgy of the eex role aterootypee held by collegc

gtudqrta.2 }Iorer they dlseovered slgnlficant dlff,erencea betw€en what

was conaldeltcl approprlete betraVlour fOr npn and for women¡ that la,

tbo eù¡dents held a cla¡bl'o stanclard as to the ncanXng and value of behavlour

baeed on the gender of tho p€l'aon lnvolVed. From tlrese r€eulte, the

r*search Eroup then teated a la¡Eo g¡¡oup of r¡ental health rvorkers as

to tholr ae¡r role stercotypeÊ a¡d the dlfferonceE these nede to thelr

porcoptlons of mentsl health and lllnees, Thls study reveeled that

ctLnlclene hrìd a doublE etendald of rnental hea.lth¡ bealth, E S, lrae

a mascullno atttl.h¡te and the lnage of women hold by cllnlclanã rras a

"Êlsk" on€. Thus, tho npa¡rlng of madnees, or the moanlng of the behavlour

deflned as madr rrould t¡e dtff,erent es between ìvomen and menr

Doctore 1n general Judged ivÐmen and thelr behavlour ln a slmlla¡ly

bfaaod, genderr.speclf,ic [rr¡.y aß the wlder eocÍety. hioræverr onco thoy

hacl Judged a woman mag, they had pow€r over her - the pol¡r€r to ettenpt

to make her conform to the Lrnage of a good woman that they held, and therc-

Þy help tÊr "rocovgr" fron, her rnadness. The perceptlon of al)pnoprlete

behavf.ot¡r a¡rd tlre deflnltlon of a t'gsod r,,ema¡t" as hetd þ psychlatristg

(and representatLves of other soclal lnstttutlone) rvlll be dlecuseed ln

tlp next tl¡ree chapters.

I O I.K. Broturmên, ent¡
of htental Heslt 34r
No. I (1970), pp. t-7.
P. Foaeniirâ¡¡tzr ¡ ln
Collcge Student t 32t
No. 3 (1s88) r pÞ. 2ß?-8.õ.

2.
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C¡AOD ifIVEs A¡.{D IIOTHEES

In lg45, Vera Klng was admltted to Pa¡kslde n¡ental lloryltal clet¡n-

lng. "I a¡n no on6, ttpre ls no lod to eat. lt le no uae dOlng anythlng.

I dOnrt know what ny nsùn€ fl.r' She wÊs 4ô yeare old, marrled wlth

ÉGvêral da¡ghterar and domlnated by "deluslone of, gullt and unwæthfness."

ìTh€n flrst exo¡lnod ln hogpltel, she told of lp r chlldl¡ood -, s

la¡ge happy famlly, wondcrfi¡I parsnts, happy at ochool, good klnd

employers -- "up to the age of, about 16! yearc, wlren h6r story ceêsod

wlth an abrupt end rapid, tAnynoæ I clonrt r€¡ßmb€r|." SlÞ wRE pros'sured

to remember, bcame d1 Etressedf and pleaded to be let alonc.

i¡rhon lt w6Þ lmpreeaed ori hcr- thct shc could not r'enqnbor
because she dlct not wo¡rt to roqall unpleasant thlngs and
that thereln lay thè car¡e€ of hor lllness, and that þ
reeall!,ng them slæ tuould cr,rre herself, eho wag lncreduloua
and f,rry¡rlæd a¡d bega¡r to co'opcrete wellr at flrat
hesltantly üd'dLsJolntedly, then moro repldly and
coherently, internrpted by frequent thought blocklng
followed by rntld a¡rd moderate abreectlons. The lnform.atlqt
thue ellclted wae. . . . All I chlldren wore cnrclly and
harchly treatecl by the father, especlalLYr Ðd by the
nothoro l'reguent ttrreshings of such eeverlty aB to Occaslon
pollce lnterventÌon several tlmee, and threater ab¡se ând
depreclatlon were regul,ar treat¡nent. Vere fea¡od hln
terrlbly and tirought he mlght ktlt her, Judglng È'y ht8
outh¡rsts of threats anct his exproaslon of hats. Ho told
hor she was ueoless and that aL1 6 of hlg glrls would not
nake ons good woman. ¡Ier npther dlffered only 1n degroe.
School llfe from age 7 to 13: e perlod of fear and rrlacryt
domineted by a cnrel echool teacher fea¡ed and hated by all
thc chtldron who used to thre,sh them wlth her rldlng whtpr
lÏorklng llfo¡ nost qf her emploJærs wer€ unklnd to hert
donandlng a great deat and glvlng llttle reward, matertelly
or othenieo. A.f ter tip age of 1õ¿ (wþrs her thouglrt
blockln¡5 became apparont) her employers werê partlcularly
hard, and ehe was treetod as g dn¡dge, agaln eufferlng
threats, ab¡se ond depreclatlon for all her nork. "l felt
that I could nevêr rto anythlng rlghti they ue€d to tell
me I rvaa uselese 6¡¡d lazyil, rather pathetically. ttl uaod
to try so hard; tn¡t I was never any gootltr, tearfui'ly.
(Dld they frighten or harm you?) t'I thought they v'¡ould hl't
nret'. (w-hy? ieople ore not alrowecl to do that¡) 'or-.donit
kno\,v. 'r'hey used to look at me as though thoy wo'tld.tl
tïhen aged ?L Eine went to work for álMrs;,Grey.'t'She was the,best
and klndeet won::n I have ever knov¡n; they were all good

s¡rd hlnd to ¡net!, namlng the læ¡nber¡ of thE fanlly. . . .
After 13 years thero, she left to get marrled. ABaln
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thought-bloclstng bccame marlced. Llttle lnfornatlon
abor¡t her æurtehlp ancl marrlage was gtven, and she
rnede frequent ¡.rloae, 

t'J-uav. 
¡ne alone. ltr¡ not B blt

of uec, docûor, I cr¡tt renÉ¡nberr lffhy clo I have to be
plagued Ilke thle?" Ghe beca¡æ rtlstresssd wlren preecod,
arrd betrayed nuch eurxlety. It becsme apparont that l,'r.
Klngte mother a¡oused inteneely the old pattert of re-
actlon founded by her parents e¡rcl^ fostered by Ìp¡ school-
mlstresa end earller enployers. tt Ll.e snl'd I was not flt
to be hor eonre wlfe, and wag so unplcasant that I would
not go to thelr home even with rny hubby.' tshen stre died
they were ¡nai-rled. . . . sh.e tolcì ne of l¡er me'rltal A

happlneesr artd how goocl her tt ]rubbjt was¡ tr¡t roelstance
and enotlon r€appea¡ed, enswers bcornlng vêry dlõJolnted.
No fr¡rthor lnformatlon about ldrs. Klng wae obtalned, trrt
onc slgnlflcant polnt about, ]1er husband ornrged unex¡rectedly,
v':z., tÌ¡at he sald to her, tt AIl your daughters togetlrer wllt
not make one goocl vÍoman.t'- vera itren satcl to me, Itnty fathor
uaed to say that.lr lter roaponseÊ thon bcamo wry dtãiþlnt'
ed and ehe becaÍF vory upset end ttre examinatlon was not
preseed any further.

ThlE n,au Verarg per:celved and llved realtty, hldden in hor mlnd fo forty flve

yser5 under the cor¡or of an extornally tmpoeod ldoology. The orgat.lzlng

prlncfplo of that ldeology was the l.mage of "tlre good woman.T

Vora etto¡npted thsoughout her ltfe to Þ a good ìuon¡a¡r ea rYaS

demsnded b¡r varlous people lmportant to her, lrut she was confronted by

a eerloÉ of lncurgtruoua urearrlngs whlch ghe coulrl not reconclle. In tlæ

end, she euccêeded only 1n creating a negatlve lnage: shc hersolf waa

"not e good womanltr ThlS negatlw lrnago dralned her extstencsl "I aE

tlO On€ o o . I donrt know whet my Da¡nê l8.t' Ftrom Versra llfo hlstory,
five

we can fdentg1 Tàøts of agents who lnvoked the "good worne¡t" lmage¡ lpr

parenta (whoEe deflnltlon waa challenged on occsslon by the potlcc), her

schooltoecher, employers (she was a domestlc aenrant) r prospectlve nothor-

tn-law (whoso deftnitlon rvêE challenged by hor flancé)r and flnally hcr

huebafid. The meanlng or the content f4lven to the lmage 1n cach caa€ vag

dlfferent. Only the fornula lteoIf rsnalned øngtant. ALl thcec agenta,

however, Bee¡ûod to drac¡ thetr meanlng of the lmage frorn lt¡ relatlon to

tbc folrlly, uelng |t to eetabllsh the boundarlee of approprlatc þhar¡lour

for daughters, wlves and motlprg. 'fhle tE clcar ln the case of her parcnta,
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¡nother-ln-Iaw a¡rd husband. Dut ewn v¿lth hor employera, because Vera

waa a domestlc eorvant, the Judgnrent of Ì¡er worli arc,se ln the context

of serving a femily, where her pooltlon was os e substltute, and menlaI,

ctaughter or houseslfe.t As for Verere schoolmlstress, educetlc¡n poltcy

at the tlme wss vory explicltly dl¡ected towards the creatlon of, good

wlves a¡¡d ¡tg)tlrers and tho establishrnent of good homes a¡tcl farnlllee:

IJducatlon ls a ¡neans to an end; a¡rd tl¡e g¡eat end
and alm of I þmBnts llfc ls to bc the hono,¡rcd
nÉgtress of her own homef and ¡nother of, healthy,
Vtgorou¡ cblldrcn who o¡e well dtepoaod to sJ'l
tha,t ts rlght and good.z

1. Thls wlll b d sed ln greater dctall belo$', Chapter 3r tut aee
Berærley Klngston 1S If ït
¡¡rd ìl'ork ln Australla bou¡nÖ! Nelson, 973 r PP¡ , 3O-B{¡
Leonore Davldoff Lockwood "Do¡:oestl,c Servloe encl the worklng-flesgt
Ltfe Cycler" È oú
(sprtng 1S73) r pp. 1O¿12; Leonore Davldofft
Servant and lïf.fe ln Vtctorla¡r a¡d Edwardle¡t

H

astered for Llfe:
8ru¡la¡rd." Jouzt¡al of

æ

Socl,al Hlstory, 7¡ No. 4 (Surnrner 1974) ¡ PP. 4O6-28.

2. &é:H. No. 44, 1911-12t Ììeport of the ÐUector of ldducation.
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I. Ths l¡amllv and [ducetlon

(a) The Farnlly r¡E Hediator

Thla lmago of tlp "god woman" ae good wlfo arrd nothcr, and tlp

reallty of a partlcular lndfviduelrs fallure to achlove partlcular Íìean-

lnge of lt ln her llfe, recur conetantly throughout the cÊÊs hlstorlo¡

of the G1ensldc womên. The corrtent of the ldeal ls nerrar etated; at

tho IerrcI of the everyday llves of the women reported ln the notesr tho

meantng ls eimpl.y taken for granted. But the everyday reanÍng of a

"good troman" as good wife and rnother, was nonetheLees, desplte lts vague-

ness, a Ftruetr¡red soclnl noanln¡¡, driln frorn bth pertfcula¡ lndlvldual

experfence a¡rrl from the rhetorlc of the socletyrs lnstltutlons. And

the æclal ðtructuro wlthln whlch that mea¡lng wea expresged wae the

famtly. Somo of the lndlvlduals who app}led the phrase ln concrete

ovorydey sltuatlong .. þusþands, parents, relatlvea -- stood ln an

lnttmate relatlon to the partlcular *omaVwlfo/mother detenmlned by thelr

stetua wtthln a partlcular fanlly. Other lndlvldualB - teachers, employ-

€rs -- uphsld a more general and abetract nlelon of real.lty fn which

¡¡pthers end wlves (and thelr surrogates) wore the heart of the hofllgr the

gr¡ardla¡rs of the famlly wlrlch was ltself tl¡e foundatlon of sool"ty.l

I a Thls lmage w111 be dl,aarssed ln rnore detall below (chapter 3) eB

the baels upon whlclr the unequnl payrnnt of womon for e<{ual rvork
wae expllcltly baaed from the tlnn of, the ÁrbitratÍon Courtre d€clsLon
ln the llarveator "Llvlng i{age" cBBe ornñ'ørde (2 cAR 4, 9¡5gþ HrV.
hrcKay, 1907) i wonÞn should not be tempted out of tho home by tho
lnducement of higtr wagesr Rut dornestlc servlce Ìva6 withln a hora,
and Berryants did not therefore classlfy ao "employoes" fl.lgl'I Industrial
Arbltratlon Reports, Vol. 1 (1903) ¡ P. 4õ) ¡ Eee generally, Iidna
Ryan and Â¡me Conlon,
1?88-19?4 (l'lelbor¡¡ne ¡

cêntle Invad€r6: Austrtrllan llenen at 'lfork
Neleon¡ 19?5). The notlon of do¡nestlc servante

being part of the farnily was alao oxpregeod ln the uee of eq.¡ch woldg
e8'|treasuro.ltodescr1b€servarrts,@¡25Sept.l93o'repr1nt.
ed 1n The lloueervlfe, 1, No. 1O (Oct. 193O)r P. 13. the hone ln whlch
a good eervant worked r¡as s(ttÌÌl as approaßhlng the porfect ldeals
"In many households eire ls a to'fler of strength already; ln every
dopeatlc ËmÞrgency, from sudden death to the upsottlng of a tunblct
her help le the flrst to be callod lnr" Adveltlger, 1() Ma¡l 1932, J'n
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thc fanlly flar thue thc metlng plece of thc pcraonal a¡rd tho eoelrl¡

whcre ldcorogy er practlcc and Ê! lhctorlc wcre lntcgrrtcd' rt we¡ htre

th¡t aach rþmanr¡ baslc rrlatlonshlpa were ¡ccn to l1o, and the cxpect-

etlon¡ of hcr bchavlour and of hcn barlc ¡oclal l&ntlty wera lnltlelly

crcetCd. So¡ ln ordcr to dlacovcr ttp meanlng of tlp "good ulfc e¡rd

rÞthcrr" sc necd to look at thc toclal structurc ln whlch thet nanlng

ver .xprc¡r€d -- thc faally -- end et tlp interrclatlona of tts lndlvl'ù¡el

mombcr¡ a¡rd tlp ln¡tltutlona of the wld€r aoclety.

Thcrc have bccn a varicty of analya€t of tbc lntcrrel¡tlon¡ of thc

fmlly end lndu¡trlal aoclety, dtacue¡lng "tþ oon¡€qutncc¡ tbet tlr

fmlly ha¡ for other rcclal lnstltutlona and ttp conacqucncGa whloh those

ln¡tltutlon¡ haw for the fanf.ly."l fhc rc¡t aultcbtc lntcrpretetion

of thc relettqt of thc Glsr¡lde ron nr tbclr lqlllo¡ ¡¡rd v¿rlour

¡octal lnstltutlona ¡6.m¡ to bo tl¡e folloulngrz lraby actlvltler

rorc pcrfor¡red tn and by thc farnlty. and stnllar actlvltle¡ werc el¡o

pcrtorucd by apeclallzcd aoctal lnrtltutlon¡. Nelttpr thc fanl'ly rior

tlre¡c ln¡tltutlon¡ hed e rmropoly of auch aetlvltlcr¡ rather, thcy

ongagcd 1n then ln dlffcrcnt contcxt¡. Thorc ontexte wcrc dcternlncd

baatcally accordfng to tyo arltcrle: upcrtlac and tqr¡lon. If thc

¡tandrrd of cxpcrtlra rcgulrcd (by thc fanl]y, ttp Strtcr or bth) wa¡

VoI. 193o,
Hurray Patk Sourcc¡ ln thc Hletory of South Au¡tralla¡r Educatlon¡ ed.
Brlgn Condon, No. {, tflfî3, P. 128.

1. C.C. Herrll, studlO¡ !n sOclolo3y, td.
tf .M. lf llllan Unrln, 1969) ¡ P. 9Se

Z. Thic analyrlr loorely follo¡ E. Llttak, "Exttndcd K!'n Rolatlo¡r¡
ln an Indu¡trtel Deoocretle Éioclctyr" 

"." 
dlecu¡¡od by Harrlr. Þ

Þl!¡, pp. loõ-loE.
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beyond the eklll¡ of the famlly rnenbers, or If the perfotmenco of the

actlvlty woul,d lead to a dlsruptlon of the famllyrs lnternal relatlons

ei¡¡d Ì¡ence creato tenslon, at that polnt the famlly rrae able to, or ln

êo¡ne ca6es ¡nuEt, aHlcate ln favour of the a$propriately speclel 18€d

soclal lustltutlon and adhere to the rÉglne the latter lmpoeed¡

To llluetrate tl¡1s proceoÊ ln operatlon, we can look et the caee

notes of Katte Allen, who was adnrltted to Pa¡{çslde Hospltal ln l9€o

wlth a depresslve lll-neÉEÒ After a month ln hoapltal sl¡e returned

honrë, tx¡t r€meÍ¡red in üut-patl€nt contact for many yeers. Soon sfter

she lef! the lroepltal, tlro Outaetlent notes rocorded¡,

her oldeet son, ar¡ epiLeptic boy, geto very mlserable
qnd lrrltable and thls upeets the fanl.Iy. /r'dvlsed to
take the chtld to the AdelaXde Chlldrenfs Hoepltal'

Katiels son had prevlously been dlagnosed a¡rd treated by the l¡retltutlül

of health ca.ro¡ the npdlcal professlon. IIls epilepsy lvas a contlnulng

lllnees, ht ttæ prcfesslon had detor¡nlned thst thc lovel of caro he

requlred w86 low enough to bE perforrned wltt¡ln the f ar¡rlly - vhlcl¡ there-

by rotalnod Lts nurs1n6ç actlvlty. Eut thon teonslon aroso ln the famtty

because of the Eon's omotf,onal state brought on by the tllnosa. At tl¡ls

potnt¡ the farnlly sought hetp outstde ltself and wêE advltsed to relinquleb

Its nurslng role ln farrour of the hoepltalr Tlre hospltal would provlde

a hfgher level of technlcal expertlss tlren ìvas avallable rvlthl-n the

famtly ln order to brlrrg ths sonre lllness back under control¡ a¡td tty

removlng the chlld from tho family eetilng tlrs rest of lts rnornbara would

have the spacs to resto¡e rþr€ harrnonious relatlons amongst theruselvee.

ifhen thc¡ Lilnese rvaÉ under control e¡rcl tl¡e fnnity waÉ back to normal ,

tl¡e chlld was returned to ttre famIly, wltlch contlnued wltlt ltE mainten-

arrce health cerer
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A further exanple of thls actlon by social lnstltutlona a6 a backlrp

to únternat farnlly actlvlty occrrrred sl:tre sLx years later 1n ttle AIIon

househÐId. Katie founci herself In "a tense arrd riorrylng situertlo¡r at

homet' when her son bacame a cûnv€r't to on "unusual rollglon.r! she f,,ag

advlaed thls tlme bry the Parkslde psychtatrlstE to send blm t<¿, a doctor

to deteimlne wheth€r hls fa¡retlclsm mlght be maclness and, lndeed, whether

he ought to be certlffed. Ihls tlme, Ì,atlc'v¿a6'nreluctant to act";

brtnglng in the externol ar¡thorltles v/as seen aE & more drastlc step

ln tht.s caser and had to be weigtrted agalnst the familyte eblllty to

cope wlttr the dlsruptlon of lts lnternal relatlonÊ. Insofar rìs the aor.

wae effecting only the famlly, lt was up to tho faÍ1lly to deter¡nlne when

lt needed help or was prepêred to hand over the care of one of lts

members to a aoclal tnstltutlon¡ Hcr4¡ever, l¡ad the Fon beon disruptlng

oxtra-fanlly relattona by hls belravtour¡ ê.9¡r at rvork¡ at school, wlth

the nelghùours, the cholce woulrl not have beon ao ontlrely in the hands

of the famlly. Once he was outslde the farnlly clrcle, the soclal

instltutlone ctld not requlre its permlsslon to act towerds hln oË tlrey

saw flt.

I¡r e ser¡Ee, then, lt ls trr¡e to say that the fanlly sraa the baslc

unlty of society; or rather, that lt was an essential ole¡nent ln the

dlelectlc of tndivldual and society, the polnt of medlation botween

unlqueness arrci generallty. llrithln a partlcular society at s pertlcr¡lar

tlme, famllles are generally sùnllar whlle each ls unXguely different¡

the etructure ot' famlllee ts flexlble, the contsrt of thelr practlce and

valuea ls varlable - charactertstlcs whlch rrke "the famlly" a v€lled

a¡¡d eluslr¡e lnetltution¡1 Nonetheless, in regard to tl¡e relatlone

'fhle eluslrrenesg ls borne out ln thé masslVe btbllography of femlly
reaea¡ch¡ tÌ¡e atudloe sstng wlldly from the pârtlculerlty of, (cont.)

1 a
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botween lndivldual fanrlly rembera ancl any partlculer socfal lnstl.tutlon,

famllies as medtators act ln a generally conÌmon way, tut a wey that ia

l¡rgely deterrnlneci þr the lnstitutlon, rather than tlre f amilyr

If we return for a ¡norrÊnt to tlre dlscuÁ;slor¡ of thc chang€a ln

¡nental hosprtal pollcles discuesed abovc ln chapter one, the nature of

thlc stnrctu¡e can be seen ¡rÐre clearly. Wl¡en ttre lpspi"tal u/as &It

asylum, l¡r tho early yestÉ of tl¡e century, doctors were anxious to

keep tholr patlontÊ äway fro¡n it¡ and patl.ents and that-r famillee were

afrald of it. People other tharr paupers wlthout farnllleË wera rarely

admltted to the lnstltutlon. 'tlrls eltuatlon charrged slowly es psychls-

t¡iets gained mors conf ldencs 1.n the¡nselves as medlcal healers rather

than mere custodiansf by the late 19õça-oarly l96os they were able to

persuade general practltioners and the lay publlc that their treatment

of madness was effectiw if people came to tllemr soon enough aftar the

flrst appeêrance of behavlourel eyrnptoms. r1-t thls polnt, rnany famllies

encouraged thelr ¡rotentlally rnad rnembels to seek such treatment. Ëy

tlp late 196Os, however, the hoepltal was purau:tng the policy that mad

peo¡>Ie were better treated ln thelr ov/n famlly e'¡rci conununity envlrorrmertt,

ancl wc¡ulcl acur.'pt aE psttents orrly th¡:se 1¡¡ acr¡te crisis. They refused

to þ rneroly a dunçlng ground, und even returrted patlente to thelr

famllies rvhen nelther patlent nor family partlcularly wíshed lt. Thus,

paychiatry changed fr<¡rr conslderlng the hospltal a place of last resort,

eelected caseg, througl-r the plethora of sarnple Eurvèys, to the goneral-
ittee of the theoretlcal cqretruct. 'fneae aII provlde glùnpcee of famlly
life, but no r:ohercnt and sophlsticated methodological etandpolnt. For
Australlan fanlty reeearch, gee Helen ll'are, ed.,
I¡ormstlon: 

^ustrs.laslan 
lllbllosraphy and iìssays

Fertlltty and Farnlly
r I'ert1Ilty and I'anlly

1960-1969, " Jcurnal of h{arriaee and the }'amlly

Formatlon tvionogroph No. I (Canberra! Auetraltan Natlonal Unlverelty
Prese, 7972). For a erftical revlew of l"merlcan studies, see Consta¡rtlna
Safllloe-Rothechlld, "Tho $hrdy of Farnlly I)o$'Br Sitn¡cture! A Rovlent

pP. 639-ã2.
, 32, lIo. 4 (Nov. l97O),
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to bel levlng 1n tl¡e efflcacy of bospltallsetlon, to lnsletlng on mlnlmal

hospltalleatlon end rolylng lnsteud on famfty and comnunlty support.

Poltclos follos'ed bollefs, and prectlce -- tn terms of tho numbore and

tyRee of admlçslons -- foltowed þoth. Famllles who rvlshcd to have a

mad mernhr stey at hoqr.e clurf.ng the 195Os and early 196Os were dlscouragpd

fron dolng Ëo - ln the name of effecttve treatment¡ fenllles who

wlshed to havo a rnad member renucved frorn them durlng the late 19608

tlrero encouragecl to keep that membor at home after el¡e/he lr¿rd recelved

short-stay hospltal treatment, a18o ln the name of effectlvt¡ troatment.

Thue, the relationship between the fa¡nily and the lnstltutlon was

fundamentally deter¡ninod by the lnstltutfon.

Moreover, the meanlng of tl¡e relationshlp ¿rnd tlre nreanlng of mæl-

ness were also fundamentally deflned by the lnstitutlon, as evldenced

by the thousan¡ls of people ancì thelr farnllles who accepted lnfOr¡nal

admleelon to the ¡¡ental hospttal ln tho 19608¡ ln acco¡dance wlth the

lnetltutlonts changèd theoryr as compa¡ed wlth thelr fear of the aaylum

and of mad people menifested 1n the early J¡ears of the century. Insof,ar

aË the profeeslon left records of fte changing theorlea, iï€ are able to

dlscover the content of lts perce¡:tlone of maelneee over tlr¡e. $l.nce,

however, the eocial perce¡:tton csnnot be assumed to be ldentlcal wlth

the profosslonal (ln largo part because of the vory dlstlnction botween

Iay and profeeslonal knor¡ledge and language)rt t" are faced wlth the

dlfflculty of understandlng the content of lay perceptÍons of madness

I Flllot F'feldson, þ¡lgguton of I'ledlclne: ¡ @
of ¿lpplled Knowledse (¡{ev York: tJodd, lJead, 1970)r PP. 3O3-304.

a
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lnsotar aa thcy dtd dlffcr from thc profo¡clonel.l

Ecch lndlvldual had prlvetc, vlrtually unlnoweEc lnagel of nadncrl¡

thc prolceelon bed publlcly accaa¡lbLe arrd argued pcrccptlons. There

va!. how€v6r, on€ arcg of oongfusnsc of thc¡e pcrocptlonr, thé lanlly¡

nore partlcrrlarly, ln famlltesr ectlons ag n€dletorc betwccn an lndlv-

ldual and the profesaton. Tbs ree¡ona glven end thc actlons talssn by

f¡nlllos ln btngtng a member to ttre professloûr or ln kecplng her,/hln

aw¡y -- rc¡¡ona ard actlong reeordcd !n thc menbæ'3 caôo Aotc¡ -- 
I

provldo us wlth tanglble, non-profcarlonal pcrccptlona of the noanlng

of madnoaa. fn comparlng the drangca ln professlonal thcory and practlce

wlth la¡¡lllc¡f actldr! and atEtemcntl, wo crtt Errlvo at a tcntatlvo,

b¡t noncthclo¡¡ oqrcrcte u¡dcr¡ta¡dlng of aons of the lrer¡lnge of n¡dnc¡¡

ln the ordtnary soclal ttfc of South Australlari¡. Slnllarlyr ln rcgard

to tho mranlng of tood rlru¡ ard aothcnr. wo can colnpsre thc theory and

practlcc of an ln¡tltutlon whleh clat¡[F conçGrrr wlth that lmage a¡d lt¡

rcallty, wlth thc actlont and ttatemcnt¡ of f¡mlllc¡. lbroughout thc

trontfeth oentury, such Err lnstltutlori Yea thc Stete Educatlon Dcpartmont.

.t! õhovn by the statsmnt of thc Dlrcctor of Educetlo¡r quoted abalr

(pogc 6Íl)r the depert¡nentra rhetorlc Yaa cxpllcl,tly dlrcctcd to thc nat¡-

tena¡rcc ol thc lmtly a¡ the berlc unlt ol aoelcty, a¡rd of wonantt plecc

ln thc bons. In 187ö, educetlon 1n South Au¡tralla wa¡ nadc coryuløoryt

vlth conslderabla excrapttonr¡2 1¡ 191ó, rc¡t of tbs¡c

I a Therc havp bocn e nunbcr of eoclologlcel ¡tudlcr of publlc lnagtr
of nadncar, brt thclr nothod¡ cennot bc dupltcatcd 1n ¡n hl¡torlcal
lnvcattgetlon elnco thcy all rcLy on lntcrvlov Proocdurs¡. Scc
Kenncth J. Downcy, "hrblle Imagor of Mcntal lllno¡l¡ A Factor
Analytlc Study of @u¡c¡ and Synptomsr" ,
l, No. 1 (Aprtl 1967)o pp. 4õ-Ol.

2. 187ð, Act No. 11. Educrtlon Act of tEll6.
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1
exomptlonB were wlthdrdrn. From then on, the Educatlon Department had

vlrtually univereal acceae to the rvhole populatlon e,t an lrnpresslonable

ag6r2 rnaking lt the ¡ilost pcflerful of the socletyrs tdeologlcnl lnstltutlon¡.

r,'fhat, then, rvere tire contents of the departrnentrs rhetoric and practice

conc{rrning f-loorl rvives anct rrrctlers rurd thelr fanllics, tìrrd hotv did they

change over tlme?

(b) Glrlsr Uducation¡ llo¡nestlc ArtE and !'amlly l,tfe+

One of the moEt dletlnctlve aspecte of the rhetorical idoology of

the $outtr Australlan educatlon sy6tem over the century after the 1875

Act was that 1t rarely conctirned ltself speclflcally wlth tþmon. In

187ö, educstlr¡n was madÊ almost free, e,l¡nost secular, artd olnoet compul-

sory f,or all boys anct Blrls between the agea of seven and thirteen. It

seel¡F to have been taken very mlch for granted by the parllanent tltat

both sexes needed to be educated, dospite tl¡e fact that of tt¡e four

maJor reaÊons advancecÍ for mass educatlon¡ only trvo carr þ seen as luvlng

any posstble appllcation to wornen.3 Th."u were that tt¡e Sjoutll Australia¡r

parllarnent was fn largo part following precedente set ln Unglandr [)ru8sla,

l.lorth ¡\merica a¡rd the other ilustral 1a¡r colonlee which hed established

* In largo part, thts sectlon cilecussea the annual re¡rcrts of the
Uducatlon l)epartrnent to the i,tate ParIlament. tlntll VoI . 1942-3t
the reports of the varlous branchee of the Llepartrnent were publlshed
as appendlcee to the tilnlster's lìeport in tlie I,arI la¡nentary Papers.
!'rom 1{X1 on}rarda, the brnnch re¡rorte etere appended only fn type-
Ecript to thc bound coples lodg€dln the Po.rllamentary Library, the
idlnisterrs Llbrtrryr &Dd tl¡e State Llbrary. The poet-1940 reports
that I ha.ve used were thoee lodged in the South Austrella¡t €ollectlon,
state Ltbs¡y ßtçJ.

l. 191õ, Act lio. 1223, Educatloil ¡lct of 1915.

2¿ In terrns of prlvate scl¡ools, sonn $tate control et leaet wag evLdent
in the general compulsory provlsions of the liducatLsn rlcts end ln
the recnrlremsnts of the Public lixanlnetlons l3oard snd the pnovlslon
of certlflcates of rerlt.

3. See eêpecfally the sp€eches lntroduclng the second reactlng of the 8111
ln the tlouee of AsËenbly snd Leglalatlw Councll, $¡!1þ,P., 187õt
cols- 383-9õ, lOlO-15.
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untversal educg.tloni and that elementary educåtlon was a way of ra!81n9

the standard of conununlty llfe and of reduclng crlminallty Bnd paupetlet.I

A thlrd reason was lnappllcab1e to wo¡nen. insofar aE tl¡e lmçrortance of

the female public workforce was not- ybt recoenised: maes eclucation

wÊ,s necesaary to keep tlrrr colony Bpace rvlth teclurlcal changes Xn agrlcult-

ure ar¡d ns.nufacturlngÇ' 'rnu ftnal argunentl the need for an lnfonned aDd

Ilterate electorate, rvas lrrelevant to women who were denled the fra¡reh!¡o.

In tl¡e debates upon the lllll, thore vae only onc e:çIl"cit reference

to tlle need to educate women. i'{r. lÈounagvelL declarect tlnt

any natlonal systeru of educatlon . . . should be free
to both Eex€s; he eaid so advleedlyr becauee he
þIleved that ln tire paet the educatlon of ,r<rrl€tì
fn tte aggrogate had best neglected nnd pervertedt
and the tlme had øup when they ehould be macÌe f,lt
conpanlong of outs.

There were also a, few references to the posslble dlfferences fn tlre

content of gfrlsr educatlon: there should be a cooklng school for gtrlerö

snd the general syllatrrs ehould contaln "Bewlng, and plaln neecllework,

a¡rd domestlc economy, for glrla.t'6 ¿lpart fro¡n thoee few sentences, the

I Thls latter polnt was tl¡e subJect of considorable debate, hotryever.
The r\il.ul6ter of Âgrlculture ancl I'iducatlon clelrned that he "had
heerd one merÈer of the Leglslature ancì other persons q¡tgide
dellberately assert ttrut if ve were going to extend educatlon to
everybody we should not bc able to flnd cooks, ploughmurr and other
necegsary labourefs." Jg!¡!., col . 384. Other mernberS claLnpcl thet
educatlon could lncrease crime! "the msn rtho cauaect the greatest,
anxlety arld were the rnost dangerotrs to deal wj tb vrer€ not those who
were lgnoraÍ¡t, h¡t were educatecl ¡[1soners." Ibld., col . 434.

I

2. ThlE B.rgument was usually couched 1n torms of the rapld mllltary
a¡rd lndu¡;trir.rl cÌevelopner¡t of llruasia, aE proved by tho ¡'r8¡rco-
Prusai.an lïar. I bld., col . 1O1?.

3. &19., cole. 4381 516.

4 a I$., col . 487.

5. I!19., col. 516.

6. s!¡!., col . tl0€i.
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dcbatcr serc cøductcd ln tcrm oú non and boyr i and ewn whcn the

unlvcrrgl torn¡ ttchlldrcnt', ttporæn3", or "young pcoplatt rcre u¡cd, thc

æantng we; lnpllc1tly na¡aullnc. Thua, tn a¡Eulng for thc Blllra

contalnlng only nlntrnrn crmiculun ltandards, the Mlnlgter of Agrlculturc

and Edt¡catlon clalncd thet

ft var 1n tùre workahop, thc oftlcc or thc tlcld thet
the mo¡t valuablc portlør of a ma¡¡t¡ cducatlon ç¡¡ to
bc attelned, end he thought tb¡t rc ¡hou1d not kccp
chlldren longer rway frun tbe llcld of tltlr labour
tha¡r ra¡ nÊcolsary fgr ttpn to lce¡n rhat ra¡ requlred
oú tbsn by the Blll.l

In thc Lcglelatlvc Couacll, tlp Chlcf SocrÊtÊry extendcd tb¡so ronarkc¡

eË to coryulaory cducatlon, thc Govcrnment bsllevcd tt
to bo neeetrary that chlldron ¡hq¡ld bs cducatcd ln
o¡dcr to make them bsttcr rncnr bctter oltlzcnr, md
botter worklng mcn Ln €vcry reepcot.

Glrl¡ wcrc rlryly aubaur:d wlthl,n these unlvcr¡al tcrma, a¡¡d thcrcln

loat. Tlrc Act, yhcn flnally pasecdr hoveyu, eatebll¡hcd nlnlm¡m lta¡rd-

a¡d¡ of attondance a¡rd ln¡tnrctlon that rere cgually eppllceble to byr ard

glrlc, rlth no dtflcrentletlon nadc on the ground¡ of ¡cx.

Thla legal c$¡allty ln oducatlon wa¡ nonsthcle¡e lllueory. Tl¡g

Aet 186 n€r.¡ly e al¡oletoni lts cffectlvc opcrctlon saa lntsntlonally

tcpendent upon reg¡latlon¡ to bo cat¿bll¡h€d by the Councll ol Educatlon.S

Tbc llr¡t ¡ot of reguletlona pronulgetcd ln 1876 ¡noved lmedlately ua¡r

1. .MS!., col. 389.

2t IÊ19., cols. lo12-19.

3 .l$!9,.r col. Sgot "It wo't¡ld h lound that thcy had loft a Sreet
dca.l - ¡o¡rc BGoplo nlght thlnk tt too ruch -- to thc Co¡ncll to
l1x by rcgulstlonr b¡t hç f thc M1n1¡tcr of Agrlcr¡ltu¡r and
B<tueatl,o¡y' cIEfuæd conalderrtlon of thla lact tbat there nuat
nccs¡¡artly b conaldcrablc cla¡tlclty ln working a rpv ayaten
Iüc¡ thte. Thcy were cetabltahlng a¡¡ entlraly ncw aystcn upon a
totally tllffcrcnt baaf,t to anythtng that had prcceded lt, cnd thcy
oould not upon the vcty tt¡reshold flx at1 thc rcgulationc that
mrat prcvallr Ttp llou¡a nould ree tlrcreforc that thorc vet ooa-
¡ldcr¡ble wl¡dom ln allovlng a nuubcr of nlnor ntttcr¡ to bG flxcd
Þy rcgulatlo¡¡. tf

t
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fron tlp unlvcr¡al nlnlm¡m of roadlng, wrltlng and arlthætlc provldsd

Þ¡r the Aotrl md c¡tablt¡hcd a aex-batcd dl¡tl¡¡ctlon ln thc qq¡r¡e ot

tnatn¡ctlon.

In addltlor¡ to the aubJcctt rcqulred by thc Aat, wc
havc ðcldcd that plaln scwlng shall È tar¡ght In evcry
echool attended by gtrlg, and that ln tlr^boyrr acboolr
thc clerænta of drlll ghaU bo prectl¡Gd.-

Ttr Juattftoatl q¡ for drlll batng te¡ght to boyr had boæ ¡pelt out ln

tbc parllancntarA debate¡¡

It wor¡ld ptov. of veluc ln conncctlon wlth tbc
gucatlon of the defcncc force, wh1lc, ar c healthy
ctcrelrc for tlp boya tt would pro\r€ of grcat bcnellt. 3

No clçIl,clt Jurtlflcetlon had been glven for teochlng necdlewck to

glrla. We ce¡r nerely presums that ¡ewlng wag e'c€n s¡ a nscGarory eklll

for all wþ¡pn 1n tbelr baclc ca¡¡eert as rlve¡ and rctherr, and a uaelul

ektll ehould thcy necd to ea¡n thelr llvlng a¡ æamstretloBr Tho othor

epectflc trolnlng for gf.r1r that wse argued for ln tho dcbate¡ on the

B1l1 wa¡ cooklng.

Ær. Johnaofl thought lt ¡ror¡ld be woll lf e cæking
eehool wae ¡tsrted for glrls. Everybody kner thc
laæntable wastc tbcrc üas ln all hou¡eholdr for thç
went of kndledge of cookery. In ncarly eycry hou¡o
elæÉt aa much food waÊ watted as was conauned, sncl
numbcr¡ of glrlr tn fectorlGo had no Dcan! of gotttng
tbs knowladgar for ln mo¡t ooecs thElr Barenta knerr
very l1ttlc about hou¡chold na¡ragcment.r

It ra¡ not untll tho early ycêr¡ of the new century, howcver, that a

Domatlc Econon¡y School sar êtteblleh€d by the EducEtlon Dcpartncnt. For

the ncxt acvanty yGafs, needlcntork and domc¡tlc artc ccre thc oontcnt

of, the apeclal "femlnlnc" tralnlng glvon to glrla tn sddltlon to the

unlver¡al gencrel sducatlon lor a,lI chlldrcn.

1. Educetl.on Act of tE76, 8.2.

2t $,¡¡þþ!. No. æ. 187õ, Rcport of the Educatlon Boa¡d.

9. å:4:!.4,.. 187õf col. C54. 4' $!¡!.r col. 016.
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The naJor datep a¡rd evurt¡ 1n tha hlatory of do¡n¡tlc arts tcachlng

ln Sorrth Australl.e can b bnlcfly cgtabll¡hGd.

10()0¡ a Dometlc Eeonon$r School ua¡ c¡t¿bl13hod by thc
Educatlor¡ Dcpartnont undcr thc ohssgc of Mra. Inepector
Hfll¡, B,sc., who had galncd hcr cxpsrlcncc at Battcr-
¡ca Polytcchnlc. Thc ¡clnol wet lntcndod to traln
teechare ln "tuch cubJccta Bt eaË necdtul for glrll to
know to ¡nalßc thãl cxpcrtr ln hotrrchold nrttor¡."l

e. l9O7¡ thc Donc¡tlc Econory couraG ra! trônstcr¡cd frou th¡
Educatton Dcpa¡tænt to thc School oû lilln¡a. Publlc
eahool (l.c.r prlmary ¡chool) glrlr rcrc tot¡ght tlp
ele¡pnt¡ of dome¡ttc conory; dcpartucntel tcacher¡
(and othcra) tcre dfarcd e certlflcatc cqr¡e ln
"eookcry (e1er¡enta¡y a¡¡d advancod), doncstlo hygtcnc
and household narregcmcnt, drcsemalclng (clcmcntary and
cdvmotd), Ieundry rork, nllllnory¡ anbulrnco nuralng
(st. Johnf¡ A¡rbulonca ccrtlflcatc)r practtcc tcachlng
througlurt thc ysar ln eemlngr dre¡smalrtng, ctc., undcr
Euporvlslon, to atford lho atudcnt opportunlty to apply
thc tralnlng rccclvcd.tt2

t9091

19lO¡

the Educatlon DGpart¡nq¡t rc-cotabll¡hcd a oeparttc
departmntal ær¡rec l,n domc¡tlc ctt¡r conpetlng vlth
that n¡n ty th€ School of Mlnea. Mige Edlth Dovltt,
tralncd ct Battcrrce Polytcchnlc arrd formrly thc
lnaugural doncatlc cconomy ot3enl¡cr 1tr H.A. (tSOl)t
tval eppolntcd to orga¡¡l¡c thc work of both tr¡lnlng
doreetlc arte teachcr¡ md e¡tabllahlng barle ptlnsry
and supcr-prlmary courec¡.8

Norrood Do¡p¡tlc Artc cantrê ra3 mplctcd. "It¡ South
Auatralla wo have bcen so¡æwhat tardy tn reoognlzlng thc
Lryorteno to thc com:nunlty of, tcaclrlng our glrle tho¡c
thlnga whlch they nccd lf thoy a¡e to bcæ¡rp oapablc
ho¡rcmelsere , brt ! pronls lng rtart ha¡ bccn n¡dc at No¡rood. r4

1913¡ Thc Royel Comlcslo¡r on Eduoatlqt ro@m¡ncndcd th¡
lnauguratlon of a syttcn of teehnlcal eduo¡tlon¡ lnclud-
lns thc e¡tabllshnÊnt of Junlor a¡d a¡lvenccd done¡tlc
arõ¡ ecrpoti.õ

No.
1. 9t4r9€./4,ûr 1901, Report of tho Bosrd of In¡pcctor..

2¡ S.A, ScÌ¡oo1 of Mlnc¡ e¡rd Indurtrlca, 4rylucf_ RQnort" 19OE¡ !Æ. No.
tl. 1911r Flrot Progroea Rcport of the Roycl Comnr¡slo¡r on thc
Adclalds Unlver¡lty Brd lllgher Educetlon, EvlddlcG by Slr J.L.
Bonython, Q. 739.

3. 8!.l!!3d,. No. 44, 191Or Roport of tho Mlnl¡tor of Eduoattqr.

4. S.A.P'P. No. 44, 1911-l3r Bcport of thc Mlnlctcr of Educatlqr.

O. S.A.P.Pr No. 7õ, 19lgr Flnal Rcport of the Royal Comlcelon oûl

-

Educetlon, Re@mmurdatlon¡ Nos.49r 62. 64.
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1025!

1980:

1031 ¡

leS{¡

l9¡l0¡ Thc Ccntral Scbolt wo¡s
.Iunlor Technlcel Sclpol¡.

Centrrl Schoole were establlrlpd. "Tb purpose of tlp
Ccntral Échoola la to fovldc sn cducatlon and tr¿ln-
tng mdlflcd to ¡omo cxtc¡rt by o vocatlonal bt¡¡ for
pupllr rho, bel¡¡g 13 to 16 ycars of agor wlIl lcerÊ
cchool to onter upon comrofalr lnduatrlel , or houtl-
nrklng pursult¡.rrl

A Tcaet¡sre Collcge Dlplona coursß ln Doncstls Att¡
ra¡ c¡tabtr l.rhed, tr¡t tt cxlatcd on prper alcrc for four
yoarft a¡ thcrl wcre alrc¡dy ct¡fflclcnt nunbr¡ of
tratpd teechera avellablc. ¿

Tbc Comrtttce of Enqulry lnto Educatlon rccompndod
that dome¡tto arta Þ onLttcd fron thc eyllatur: "thc
rceponelÞtltty for tralnlng chlldren tn thc clc¡cnt¡ of
don¡tic ma¡r¡gcnGnt lt prlmartly upon tln hoËr" TbË
Dl¡cctor of Educatlor at c Corrnlttce nabo¡r publtrhcd
E Mlnorlty Roport, ploadtng that doncrtlc erts provldod
rn'lntcrc¡t to glrl¡ who found rtrlctly lntelleetual
cxcrcl¡c¡ dlff,lcultr and that lt¡ oml¡slon rq¡Id dcal
a ttycae blov to th¡ corrcIrtlon betrreon school and after-
cehool ocq¡patlon¡."

TÞ Dcpartncnt publlrhcd a rpcatlonel guldancc booklct,
Ocorpatlou¡ for Eoys and Glrlsr cxtolllng the vlrü¡cr of
Hou¡ckeeplng and Coolcry al occupatlon¡ for glrlt. "It
wllL b goucrally Eùlttsd that ths rcrt lnportant a¡d
v¡Iuable occr¡petlons tor wo¡ncn a¡e thoac a¡¡oelattd wlth
trorp-naklng and lrorcolfcry. The great neþrlty of womn,
lncludlng r blgh proDortlm of thoac tho tcupterlly cntor
lnto clcrlcal, con¡nerclalr arrd factory wofkr ulùlnatcly
ma¡ragr tboir bortca.rr{

1S:18¡ Tl¡e School of Mlncr upgradcd ltc
c¡rtlllcatc to dlplona ¡tands¡d.

$ruralorrrod lnto G1rl¡ a¡ld Boyl

Hørc Selenee cq¡l¡c from
6

I a S.A.P.P. No. 4{, 1920, Report of tho Mlnl¡ter of Educ¡tlo¡¡.

-
8.A.P.P. No. {4r 1931,

-

Rcport of tho Prlnclpal of the Tcacher¡ Collegc¡ eleo, .$.cå!¿¿.
No. 44, 1S92-96, Roportr of, the Prtnetpal of thc Teechor¡ College.

å:êcU. No. 69, 1931, Rcport ol thc Comlttsc of Enqul¡y lnto
Educattonr F. 19.

3.

9.

4. B.A. Bìdtæotlon Dcpartnent, Ocerpatlone for Boyr and Glrle, 199{t
p. 1{õ.

õ¡ &.4.ü¡L. No. {{, l9{Or Report of thc Dlrêctor of Educatlo¡.

6¡ S.A. Scbol of Mlncsr An¡rual Rcport, 1948.
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19õ4¡

1909!

1961¡

1063¡

1063¡
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Gsrcral sctea€ waa lntcgratod lntg the Intornedlatc
ÞßunLnatlon Homo Sclence ayllab,re.'

EIaa D. Gcrrand¡ one of ths two graduates ever to galn
the degree of Bachelor-of, Sclcn@ ln Donætlc Solence
flom Sydney Un!.rærrtty3 rar rppolntcd In¡Fotc ot
Douoetlo Artt. Ehc conducted ¡ Eurvoy of Domc¡tlc
Art¡ cotre¡ ln South AuBtr8llan rcloola, a¡d dieoo\Ër.d
that tho outst$dlng leahr€s retrtt
" 1. thc relatlvely n'cll-cqulpped kltahcne¡

2. tlp lack of adcquate lacrllltlc¡ tc thc cftcotlr¡c
taaehlnB of Laundr],?osk and Honc Managenantl

3. thc grncral el¡ of wq¡r¡ of acrupulous clcanllne¡¡
tn thc kltchcnt, and thl¡ lntenelllsd ln thc ca¡c
ol lar¡ndrle!."o

HonË Sclcnoc -Þcsnc eval.lable aE a Buqlcct for thc Lcavlng
@rtlflaatc.4

Tho Educ¿tts¡ Departrnont dcofded to dlccontlnuc domcgtlc
a¡ts e¡ a subJcct for prlmery achool glrlr ln thc netro-
polltan 

"¡tt.õ
In GlrIô Tecùrnloal sclroo1B, the "trcnd toward¡ aeparato
cour;c¡ for thc lcaô s,blc at¡dent¡tt sae bconlng moro
narkcd.O

Tbø Inrtltute ol Tcohnologyrr Dlplona courôs ln Hom
Scl€ncG war rcplaced by the Dlplo¡ne 1n Çreft Toadtlng
(çlrle cr¡ft) for tcachcre ln tralnfng.T

Ho¡æ Scl¡ncc ïaF rena¡¡ed Home Eco¡romlc¡.8

1. Unlvur¡lty of Âdcletde, Ma¡rual of thc Publlo Exanl¡,etlons Board-,
196¡.

2. Dora Ewcr;, "Thc Hlotqry of Hme Eoononlc¡ ln Nav South t{elcr Sohoollrrt
Jor¡rn¡l of thc Ilom Eaono¡nlce Arrccfctlon of Auetralle. l. No. t

3. Roport of thc Technlcel Educatlon Branclr, typcacrlpt appcndtr to
thq Annual Report of thc lvllnlster of Educetlon, 19ãt[ ßltç7.

1 a Unlvcr¡lty of Âdclalde, Ma¡rual of tho Publla Examlnatlonr Boatd-,
1gõ9.

õ. Annual Rcport ol th¡ Mlnt¡tor of, Educatlon, 1961 ßA97l.

8. Report of thc Tcchnlcal Edueatlon Branch, tlrycrcrlpt appcndtx to
thc Annual Rcpct ol thc Mlnl¡ter of Educetlon, læ2 fSA97.

7. IH.d.. 1964._ 

- 

t

E. Rcpæt of tlhc Dlvlglon of Tcacher Bducatlon a¡d Seylcce, typoccrlpt
appendlx to thc Annuel Report of thc tlllnl¡tcr of Eduoatlon, 1969 6IlØ.
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Throughout tb€ hundrcd yeâts 
"Ë2#¡tåått"" 

ln s.Ar, thcre wcre tlrrce

roaJor soclal varlablee whl,ch lnfluenced ths typa ol lnstructlql glvcn a¡d

vbo lt ç¡a prorrfdcd for¡ gpndcr, clase, and ablllty. Tha ¡upælmpo¡ltlott

of thc thrce dlchotornlèl -- ma¡cullnc/fmlntncr l¡ÞpGr c¡,¿Ee/votklng eles¡,

eb1e/les¡ Eble -- created th€ Boctal Bpacã wl,thtn whlch cducetlon opcratcd

to acblcvc tt¡ t¡ndmmtal purpo$! tho traintng of thc nrç gencratlur

tor lt¡ f uùrre wck and, more Xnportently, the lnculcatlon of thc EPpro-

prlate work dlactplfne. thcre ha¡ been no conetånt or dlrsot correletton

bctwccn thc varlablea¡ changca ln goolety gnd ohangcl fn the ldeology

of thc cducatlonal tnatltutlon led to tla prodomlna¡oo of dlftcrent erpoctr

of the dlnon¡lone at dtf fcrent tlrnese Tlnr¡ ln the flret forty ycare of

Steta cdua¡tlon, thc Dcgartmcnt provlded lnatrusÙlon rhlch lt con¡ldsred

approprlets for the ma¡¡ of worklng clare chl.ldren 1n a lcrgely un-

dlffercntletcd agrlcuttural a¡rd prtmaty lndusttial econonyl thc b¿¡lc

¡kll]a of llterecy and numeracl¡ the þaalc dleclpllnø¡ of, punotuallty

and roady obsdlence of wrbal lnet¡n¡ctlons. Tho only gnndcr dlstlnctlø

ra¡ nade tn drlll belng æmpuleory for Þoya a¡rd nccdlcwork for 61rlr.

It nla¡ not untll the flrct dccrde of the twentlcth eentury that

nanufacturlng lnduatry and conmerce hed de\¡€loped sufflclottly to put

preBsu¡e on the Gove¡nmsnt to provtd€ B rÞro dlJferentletcd tralntng 1n

ecbool¡. Thl¡ dlfferentletton lnltlsIly took the form of rcplratlng thc

ablc from the lcar able anonget vorkln8-clett childrcn' For the f,ormcr,

po¡t-prfmary echool¡ snd hlgh school¡ rcrc c¡tabllahed tron lSE to glvc

6¡ sçsdem1c educatlon to thoee who wsre to baorno vhltc eollar workçrl:

aclcntt¡te, teahnlclanc, englnecrÊ, toachere, otc. Althcnryh thoro wes

vcr¡r llttlc ¡ncntlqr of glrla wlpn aacondary educatlon vEe bslng dlacuaaldt

lt rogtd Bpp.ar tbet tro gnoupt of ehlc gtrl¡ rcre rocognlcrd. Flrat,

thc vur¡r sxceptlonel tcw who dt¡pleyed o high levaX of ablltty and
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copp€t6d wlth boya on thc latterfÊ t€rml, often Belnlng dietlnctlon ln

unlverslty sr¡d latcr work.l f¡. eecond, a m¡oh larger Sroup of ablc

g1rle, comprlsed thoso who werc cxpectcd to work ln tÌæ fe¡nalo rrcCatLcrl,

prlnclpatly tcachlng, beforc they retlred to thelr homc¡ Et wlvGt snd

motbere. Thcse glrlr abould have 8¡r educatlon slnllar to bye up to c

polnt, 5¡¡t should also b tr¡fned 1n the sp€clflaatty femlnlna artt¡

In 1913, tha Dlroctor of Educctlon benoaned the adJunctlve naturo of

glrlat educatlon, b¡t hoped lt would be Eoon put to rlghtr by th6

cntentlon of donpetlc arta tralnlng.

Thc lntcreet¡ a¡rd nced¡ ot ths boy havc bcut ¡tudlcd
End &18åd at for centurlce, b¡t hle glstel haa alway¡
beon somflhst ln the cducatlonal b¡cþrorudr In thc
pubtlc schools she follows the BBrIE cour!6 al hcr
bother, neklng no davlatlon, excopt that ¡he ¡ev¡ wh¡n
he mukea ca¡dboa¡d moöls or usca thc planc a¡rd chl¡el.
Effort ha¡ been msde to glr¡c her rcnc tralnlng ln hcr
own 3Pgclalty, houEchold nunagcment. . . . It 1¡
lntcndcd to provtde . . . for thc teachlnç of hou¡c-
hold managpment ln evrer1 school df,strlct.-

Tbla ¡otlon of the glrlrs "e\rn speclalty" waa dcrlned frro¡n a Þltcf that

boys encl glrlc had dtfferent lnnate predlsposltlone torerda eome anbJectl

(end occr¡patlone) and agalnst othæs. rl cla¡glc dclfneatlon wal glrrun

ln lglã by Wllllem Bennett ln hte pl€sldGntlal rcport to the South AugtrBl-

la¡r Puhllc TeactPrel Unlon¡

It le pathctte to see glrla ln the brlghtc¡t dayr ot
adotc¡ccncc LT¡ hlgh scbooÚ ¡twesllng at Letln,
algctrararrdeucl'ldrwhlchborettremaadly¡whËnong
know¡ lovr rcaponalne, bory entbusiastlo they rould bcco¡ú
1l studylng domectlc econorny, rlocutlon'?il¡8lc, and any

othsr ¡ü¡dle¡ more E¡ßln to thcir ngturc.-

1 a See tllca Hubbc, "south Australlan lvolæn tn }ledtclne, Ld, Artrr and

scÍencertt ln of South Australla: w

¡ Rlgby, for the lfononLg3gg, cd. Loul¡o Brorn¡r et el .¡
Ccntenary councll of S.A.r 1936) r pp. 147-õ0.

2. Srâ..PrP. No. 44, 1914, Report of the Dtrector of Educgtlon.

3¡ Educ?tlqr Gazette, 13 July 191õ, p. 142.

3
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Teachlng, ln thcse carly decde¡ of the centuryr was baled upon

tho lnaplratlonel technlque. ThÉ tcacherra own character and llfe v€ro

to 1n¡plre em¡lctlon ln tha puplls' The i'nsplretfonaf cualfty of the

teaeherrÊ personallty eoutd bo roflned þ college tralntng, br¡t ses rGaUy

Lrurate, and was often retalned dcsplte, rather than Þcauee of, such

1
trainlng. - Thl¡ ern¡Iatlve, lntultln€ approach waB e¡ubedded tn tbc

currlcule of South 
^uBtralian 

schoolô for rÉlny yeBrs.S It was only ln

tho carly 194Os that ¡ome sllght change occurred, some emall reøgnltton

thgt whlle lntultlon and pereørellty could not b surpaeaed, there wcre

nonethelceg other sBpecta lnvolved 1n the work of teechlngr €.go ¡ plannlng

qnd orgsrtleatlon.

Tlough the pereonallty of the teacher èterri¡fnc¡ thc
etnosphere and tho lnsplratlonal quallty of dleelpllne,
the work 1n our schools ls now eo thor.oughly planned and
o¡€a¡rls€d baforcha¡rd that even those teacherg vho¡e
pcreørallty ts not etrong or of s conÌilsndlng type havc
no dlffloulty ln maintalnlng cffectlve control ovêr thelr
puplls.3

A @neequence of tho pre-emlndrce of this approach to teaehlngrddcd to

the bsltef ln sex-baeed lnnate prsdlspoel,ttons, wae thê relnforca¡nent of

gender segregetlon throughot¡t ttæ educatlon systen and the achoola.

Inf ants of both aexes rn¡st be taught þ wønen bcauee of thelr need for

matornol care whl.cJ-, þ cleflnltlon, could only bo provldcd by fenalce.4

1. tt1'¡6 m¡ruel work a¡rd needl,ework of the glrls ln our schools nsed¡
the rcfintng help of sultably equfppod teachersr Tbat thls t¡ cô
1¡ ltß?v¡d now, ln sptte of our lnedequate tralnlng 1n thle reepoct.
Go to ths ol.aee of aomc ol the oarller-tratncd tcechcr¡ -- oû¡ ottc
ln whom tlp naternal lnetlnst hae eurvlned lndtfferont tralnlng --
and yor wlll. eee r€al f,c¡rcy vork, roal Eswlng, real hom lnduotry."
IÞLÊ.

2n 3.4. Education Dêpartnre.nt, Couree of Instructlon for the Prlnaly
$chool, edftlons of l92tt, 1938r Prefece, pr 5o

3 Report of tl¡e Superintenda¡¡t of Primsry Schools, typeaorlpt appsndlx
to the Annual Roport of tho ll{tnfster of Ðducetlon, l94l Æ.¡ç7.

a

Tlltlte¡r Bennett agaln produced a claseic stetement of tht¡ poal,tlon:
t'Infat teachlng 1¡ ca¡cntlally vomcnrs vork, and lt denaDd¡ traln-
Lng tronr uroma¡rtr Éandpolnt. $hst 1¡ morre, êcadenlc tralnlng byond

(oont. )

4 a
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But tl¡creafter, by¡ mrrt bo taught by men and g1rIs þt wonenr ao that

each gex night ern¡Iate lts cpproprlato gender modele. llowover, at thLe

polnt arose a contradlctlon þtween the ldeal and the reallty. !'amele

teachere were rËquirc¡d to be cell,bate - tlcy had to reetgn or Þ re-

clesslfled as temporary asslsts¡rte f.nellgt.ble for promotlon upon marrlagc,

whlle a¡ly htnt of eexuel lmproprlety brought Lnunedlate disml¡sal. On

tho othgÌ ';hand, thÊ corrêct modcl of wo¡nanly aepiratlon and behêvlour

they wero o¡tenslbly trylng to lnculcete lnto foma.le puplls was that of

wlfe ancl mother¡ thls also f.ncluded those ablo fernalo puplls who wore

lntendlng to tral,n ae virgln-teachers.

The way out of thls contradictlo¡r f,or the educatlon dopêrtmcnt waa

to conslder female teachers a¡ transfent, worklng as teachera when they

Ieft school h¡t soon to marry and leave the work force, In thl¡ wey the

depertment could argue that its ìvomen teachers were about to becomc good

wlyes a¡rd motheÌÉ -- a etate that could ryell be enn¡lated Uy tholr puplle.

As a by-product of thls argunent¡ the department also happll/ obtalned

cheap labour wlth a rapid turnover rate, wlthout havlng to conefder ltaclf
1

rerponslble for the long-t€rm career prospects of lte employ€eô. Tho

a certaln standerd Xs neltber war¡ted nor deslrede Much of, the tlrie apent
ln the study of boke, of Latln, mathematlce, and ths llko, could be far
better spent Ln the study of chlld llfe, felry lore, and other klndred
eubJects that have a dlrect bearlng on the development ot the chlld.
No Unlvereity ln the world can provide lt¡" tiducatlon Gezette¡ 13 July¡
1915, p. 142.

I Thls conaLderatlon wae borne out ln the prornotlon structuro of thc
dcpartment: "ùntü 1958, except tn those speclal ¡ectlon¡ of tbc
Departruent wblch were, e¡¡d remain, tradttlonally resery€d to wouren¡
for exa.roplc, tnfant schools and glrlar technical hlgh rctroola,
prlrnaiy women were not ænsldered fc promotlon beyoncl the posltton
of Chld Assletantr arrd eecondary women were ¡bt concldered eultablc
f,or prornotlon rn¡ch bÒyond the posltlon of Spectal $enlor MlstrÊEa.
In l9õ8, pormancnt womcn teachcrs wer€ grantcd prorctlon rlghtt.
Ma¡rled won€n teechera contlnued to b regarded at 'tenporaryr end
thcreforc unpronotablc.fr J.R. Stclnlo, "Women and Men ln Educatlon
ln Íjouth Australfar" Inl{omen ln tducatlonl Report of a, Contcrcncc
Hcld at Raywood Inservlcc Educatlon Ccntre, Adalaldc, 19?3, pp. 29-30

( cont. )
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departmurtrs perceptlon of lts famale empl.oyeca dld not alwaJa flt the

rcallty, of, courset and a.n"* vere nany women teachers wlto grew old ln

the scrvlce wlthout ever mprrylng.l Thrr", lnsofar as the emulatlvc

approach waa lntegrel to .Sq¡th Âugtralla¡r teachlng urethod, and aome of

the fe¡na,Ie teachere did not flt the ldeal to b emulated, at eome levêl

(whetl¡er congclous or not), other Justlflcatlone were requlred. Eapeclally

would thls be so ln the caee of unmarried domestic a¡ts teachers, who

wero expllcl.tty teachlng the value of home a¡¡d femlly llfe, tr¡t wcre not

Ilv1ng lt.

tf Justiflcatlon wae not to be found 1n tÌ¡e teacherfe llfe, thên

lt hsd to l1e ln the intrinsic lmportance of the subJcet belng tanght.

But here agaln, there were dlffôcultfes for domestic a¡ts toachors.

Certalnly, home llfe was applau<led as central to clvlllaatlon; lt wa¡

tlp teachlng of lt that burought probleme. In large part, the Lnportance

or ¡tatus of varloug @urses or types of educatlon 1¡r echoole wa¡

relatecl to the soclal etatue of the occr¡pations for whidt the trelnlng

gee aleo thc dfsaatlsfactlon expre6sed et the increaelng nascullnlty
rEte of the clcpartment, (ln 1911 tþ¡t were õ2 nen to êvcry lOO women,
ln 1938 there were 118 rren to ev€ry 1O() worpn), åråü€. No. 44, lgtO)
Report of the Dlrector of Educatlon.

1. Ths pro¡¡ortlon of slngle tvornn over thi.rty (or any age) throughout
tlp ccntury ls not known, ht the fact that the departnont rellod
heevlly on older alngle \þmen, or at least on late marrl.age enong
lte female toachsrs, was revoaled tn tlre late 19EOc when meDy

marrlages were occurrlng. "The prcportlon of merrted wo¡non 1g bc-
oomlng a corrpllcatlo¡r. It la lncreastngty dLjf ftcr¡lt to llnd evaXl-
able un¡na¡ried teachers for country servlce as abut two-thl¡de of
tlr total strongth are alrearly marrled end of the rsnslnlng onc-
thlrd, a number a¡e ìyorkXng after retlrermnt a¡rd stlll otbcrs lnvc
merrlages pla¡rned for the early part of 1963." Rcpont of thc
lechnlcal Educatlon tsranch, typeacrlpt appendlx to the Annual
Report of the lúlnLgter of Educatlon, 1962 Æ,AçJ.
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fltted tho puplle after echool. And lro¡¡p dutlee waE an anblguoua occu-

patlon. ïag 1t work, or waã lt the natural erçreselon c¡f the fenelc

ldentlty? Strlctl,y aE ìvork, home ò¡tles meant dorneetlc aervlccr whleh

va6 a decllnlng lndustry and one wlth a¡r ortremoly lovr status¡ rtrletly

es aD expresalon of femlnlnc lnatlnct, lt clnply happened, ao why need

lt Þ teught 1n schools?l Dorrestlc s¡ts teachere never found a rcBIIy

aatl¡tactory resolutlon to thle .oio,rn¿",r". Over the yee.rsr honrowrr

they d!.d malntaln three dlfferent argumente to Justlfy the teachlng of

thoir subJect. Tlreee were, flrstly, to see dornestlc arts ae pu5ely

vocationel tralnlng for glrte who would be employed ln the publlc wæk-

force¡ socondly, to see the work of tlre hou¡ewife as egulvalent to work

ln ths publlc €conomy by stresrlng lts scLentiflc naturo¡ and thfudlyt

to eoe domestlc arts ae nesosaary ínstn¡ctlon for less able glrle vho

would othorwlEe perpetuate the unsatlsfactory ntture of farnll'y llfe ln

the worlslng claas to the detrl¡nent of the moral and physlcal tone ot

the comunity. Tlrsae three argunnntÊ w€ro rarely sepalated out ln

actual rhotorlc, but were Jolned ln dlffering¡ conblnatlone of enphaele,

rnalnly tbroqgh the modlun of the concept of, "Llfe ìTork.r' Thls eonccpt

was derlved from the co¡mpn pattorri of male experl'ence--I€avlng lchool,

enterl,ng a caÍGor, end steylng and advancing wlthin that ca¡cer untll

rotlronent. For girle, lt was assumed that¡ although they mlght cnter

a cer€er on leavlng scbool, most of thsm would stay ln the Job only a

few yeers, then les,ve to gpt marrled, a¡rd remaln tlpreafter ln thc hottË.

t a L4ff. No. Z?. 1911-12r lloyal CoÍunlsalon on Educatlon, lvllnutc¡ ot
Effi-nc€, Q.2É6? "Havé thc ¡rpthcrs of to-day lo¡Ù the art of
cookery, or hÊve they nevor had !t, so tha.t cre hevc to nalce thla
a eubJect ln the eehool for all our glrls?"
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Thug honc-¡noktng vae seen ae the Llfo Work of moet womenrt *t, on the

other hand, mariy wo¡¡Ên also had chequered careers in a¡rd out of the publlc

vork force and the ho¡ne.

The flrst argument, of domestlc arts es vocatfonal tralnlng¡ wae

thua a¡r arnblgUoue one, tendlng to eI lp eastly lnto the thlrd argUmnt '-

l,mprovlng worklng-clags horp llfe. át leset untll th€ Second llor1d

t'lar, the combined argurEnt clalned that girls ltl)uld b taught domeetic

arts at echool, enter the publfc work force as domeetlc acrvanta, and

thèn narry. \ylth thls background of tralntng fn the school and lte prectlce

tn the upp€r-class hone, zuch girls would be able to eetabllsh and

malntaln a hlgh sta¡rda¡d in thelr own l¡omes. Alternatlrnly, tlny wcrrld

enter dressmakLng, mllllnery or food-proceeslng work before marrlage --

all occrrpatlons whlch would help'them perf,ect housewffely ekills. 'fh1g

argunent was strongest ln the early years of the centuryr wlpn ttp

female publlc economy was largety un<tifferentlated, work opportunltlea

were llmited, anci the work that was avallablo for women largely dertved

from household activlty -- sewlng, clearrlng¡ cooklng.

From the 188os onw&rda, up¡rer-clags women advocated domestlc

educatlon for thel.r worklng-class aisters. They were conserned abqrt

the dwlndllng supply ol gervente and exerted pressure on the Uduçatlon

t a "Each yeet Bpproxlnntely loræO chlldren enter the publlc schoola
oû South Au¡tralla¡ S,OOO boya and ã,OOO glrl.s. Each ye6r lÍkcwlae,
õ,OOO boya and õ¡OOO glrle leaye school. Trhat becomes of thcn?
From a cereful conslderatloir of the statlctlcat returne of the Statc,
the follou,lng approxlmate reply haa been obtatned, ¡tatcd as brlcfly
as poesl,bler Stnce these flgures are baeed on the nunbera who entcr
each year ee tbetr Lffe tlorkr tlpy are gutte rellsble for the boya
h¡t lees eo for the glrls. Iror lnetance¡ 7o glrle enter the Eclcphonc
Dopartment (nntropollta¡r) each year - although tln table shows B
total of 14 only¡ also, about lÐ glrle each year enter clerlaal
branchcE of the State Publlc Servlco -- the maJorlty of thoao atay
from 4 to 6 ycara only. Aa the table shorrso 75 pcr cent. of all glrlr
take up hor¡p maklng ês thelr llfe work." S.A. Educetlon Departmcnt,
Occupatlons for Boys and Glrls, 193{, p. 7.
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DËpartnrent tq extencl dqneetlc educatÍon in the scltools and thereby,

Lt was hoport¡ ralse the etatus of the occupetlon eo thet mor€ womsn vould

b cttracted lnto 6ervice. (llere uta6 e cleer case of the ldeolqglcal

myettflcatfon of pcf,r€r arid yelue ln tha comnnrnity: educattnn was bollcved

to lnpart preðtlge to an occupatton -- the reverse of the real sltuatton

whlch was that the prestlge of the educetton was deternlned by tìre soclal

Étôtua of the f,'ork for urhlch It prepared pupila.) In 1889, a deputatlur

ol ladLos ¡net the Frernfer, requeetlng goveurment aesletance ln the est¡Þ

ILsbrn€nt of a t,¡¡eenrs llome of l-¡omestlc Instructlon.l ,to^ 1919 to 1923

Ê Bcrla¡ of deputatlons attended the Minleter of Educatlon seeklng ths

extenelon of domestic tralnfng to atl gtrls and the ralslng of the staù¡¡

of dono¡tlc servlce by troatlng lt as a r¡¡rLvcæl.ty cub¡eot.z The¡c

deputatlons Époke generally and unlverÉal,Iy abut glrla atrd ho¡¡rea 6nd

Ilfere work, sllpplng baçk a¡rd forth quite unconscloualy between traln-

tng fog. don¡eatlc servlce and lnprovlng thc natlonts home llfe. There

wa6, efter e11, seen to be no contradlctton between thel,r c1es8 lnterect

of ¡ecurlng good eervsnta a¡¡d the unlver¡al ooclal lntore¡t of creating

good wo¡nen who woultt rnake happy homes. In factr by the 19ä¡8, when tlp

"siervant Probted' had got out of hancl and many mldclle-cIa¡s womsn were

reeigning tlremgelvea to tlre lack of servants, they could qulte happtty

edvocate eonpuleory domoetlc tra5.nlng for all gfrls, whlch potentlally

lncluded thetr own dsr¡ght"re.3 lt was Erguod thet daughtars of ttrs upp€r

l. "Gra¡rdrÞtlærly GoveÍimÉrrtrt't @, 23 Uaroh 1,88O, p. 24.

2. sAA, cRc L8/l/tSlS/t34. l\ro deputations from ttre Conference of lfomenr¡
Sooletles on thc Status and Paynænt of l{omon lÍorkcrÉ to the Mlnl¡t¿r
of Educatlon tbnçernlng domeetlc tralnlng of glrls ln achoola; SAA,
GRc 18/l/1923/166, DeputatLon fron the Netlonal Councll of Vornn
concernlng the extenslqr of Done¡tlc Artc and ficleno teachlng.

3.''Cl1r1o'DonerttaTra1n1ng.WomËn'iB1sDeputat1on,'.@,l?Dcc.
1919, tn sAA, Gnc ta/7/lglg/134¡ "Homocraft ln ctrta-Eõrr"
Eg¡lg¡lgX, 19 Nov. 1929, ln Condon, , Vol.
1928-gO, p. 221.
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claa! nooded donestl.c tralnlng ln echoola becaula ln futr¡re daya they

mlght not havo servãnte and would nced to keep thcfr own houÉoc; h¡t

evEn lf the supply dtd pcÉlst, 1t was neceseary fcr the upper claEÉ

mletrGss to learn the sclentlflc approach to hous€work -- for the eaka

of efflclency and l¡r orcler to lcep her sorva¡rtg heppy'l

NonethOleÉs, donestlc Servlce ttas 1n fatal dècllnêt and ogln

tctsricc could not saW the occupetlon. The DepresÉlont by cuttt'ng off

alternatlvo Bvenues of erployment, dld brlng a few wonpF þeck. the

Educatlon lÞpartment estebltshed claEsea ln cookery and needl6'rork for

glrlr ovcr Elxt1¡en who w,Ðre reglotêred wlth the Unemployrnnt Ìlureaux,

end mad€ epeclal placee avallable Jor thoae under glxteen at ths Centrsl
8

SchootE where they were taught FJngllsh, dreesmaklng and dolpstlc artS'

The rattonals of such tralning was that if glrle "cottld cook they would

not b 1n the Étraits they are ln today."3 Þloreovor, zuch vocatlonal

tralnlng meant that the glrla who undertook lt would not þ ln competltlqr

wtth male workers, el¡¡eclally at a time of auch great unemployt"tt.' Oncc

tlp State €conomy had plcked up egain, how6ver, the departmcnt a¡td thc

domestlc arts teachers abandoned the argurnent that doneetlc edtlcatlon

was vocatlonal tralnlng for doreÊtic servlcc, There were etlLL occaeional

t. "I{ouaehold Efflclencyl The vtws of [Iles F.A. Stevenson lñ6v
Dlnector of tt¡e Domeatlc Arta Tralnlng CcntrQJr" !9g!gþI, 18 Mey

1,gX3, 1n condon, @, Vo1. 1926-3O¡ P' 17.

2. E:A:l¡3. No. 44, 1931, Ilsport of the lyllnigter of Educatlon.

3. "The Present Crlels AB It Rffecta GirlE r,{ho Work.r- Æeport of a

apeechbyIrcneGlaõ0on'SocreteryoftheYwcå"z,..@€9,,1l
Nor 10 (Octo 1930)¡ p. 12.

4. Âdelaide Hlethke, "îhe Central Schools and the ltoraervlfe of the
Futurer" Þ-ry!þ, 1, n*o. 6 (June 1930ì',p. 3{.
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rGferonces to 1t3 uso for otþr fqnale occupatfons, such ¿s drcssnaklng

or mllllnerVrl lr¡t by the late 193os, tho eduoatlon department bcga¡¡

roatieing that the Llfe llork ccncept was no longer accurate, even for

boysr or rather, pertlerlarly for boys. the eoononry was Þglnnlnß to

dlvorelfyr Ðd adeptablllty rather tharr any speelf,lc vocatlonal eklll

needed to be taught.

ClvllleatXon ls movlng forwa¡d reptdly to npre complex
føm¡ of llvlng. Mty actlvities of paet gèn€ratfon¡
have fEl'len lnto dlpuse, and glven way to new fo¡me of
eoc16.1 aervl.ce. Thla meana that lt haa become lncr€a¡-
lngly dtf florlt to provlde youth wlth what we a:r€ aocueto¡h-
ed to call a flstart ln llfe.'l Tln day of thc self'ûadc
rnen ls gone, ¿nd lt see¡ns al¡¡pst å8 though the day of
tho man of one ocarpatlon la pasalng. One Yord€r¡ whsthæ
1t is sufflctent to qualtfy a by or glrl for one oceupatlon
only.2

Thlr approach was consolldatsd after the wa¡ by the Ëducatlon Inqulry

Comtttcc of 1946-9.

The more epcclflcatly vocatlonal tho traLnlng glvon at
school the more of lt ls wdsted, for occupatlona and
mctbodg ol uork change and boya and glrls are l1ttlc
abls to adapt to dtanged cLrctrmstances what hag boen
nadc epcclflc by dr111. Thc preference¡ of nany byr
and gt¡l.e change¡ a¡rd even ln some caËes where they do
not, drlll-tralnlng le wasted bcguae tho suLtable Job
le not avallable.ö

The comrnittee concluded that "practlcal work Ln the senge of vocat!,onal

trainlng 1s not well glven et the secon<lary stager"4 Tlcy advocatcd

lnsteåd that educatlon b æutred2"tff" the chlld tl¡an the tuture Joì,

1. Adelalde Â{lethke, t'Preparlng Girls for thelr Ultirnate Care€rr" g,
Hol¡ccw1e¡,9, Noo 1o (sept. 1938)¡ pr Sc)r

2. ^Ufårl. No. 44, 1938, Report of the Superlntendant of Prlnary
Educatl.on.

3. S.A.P.P. Not

4o !þ!¡!. ¡ pato

15, 1949, Ftnal lteport, par. 392'

393.
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illthat lt glve "nurture to tlre whole peraon of the chlld, a¡rd traln the

ch1ld for the f,uture "by uatng bcst all the prssent lntereste and capac-

ltlcs of the cbud."2

Ths Conunttteerg lleport, how€ver, was tabled at a tlme when thc

vactly lncreased nu¡nbere of bables born durlng and after the wa¡ were

reachlng school-golng ager Ðd for the neoct decade and morer lesr cnergy

was spent in pollcy forrulatlon or JuetflcatÍon than ln the day-today

exlgencfoa of coplng wlth too many puplls, too few claasroomÉ and too

f,ew teaehers. One consoqu€ncs of thls overextended situatlon wag that

merrtd wtcmen te¡¡clrers ca¡ne to be tÌ¡e norm Ln rtomeetÍc arts coursð9

3(as h,eII as i¡r prinrary a¡rd technlcal schoolã),- Thts real lty reaolved

i.n a prêotlcal tvÊy the dlLe¡nme of eerlfer do¡rl€Eitlc arte teachers, ceught

aE splnsters requlred to teach glrls through the emulatlve epproach to

be good homemakors. But 1t left untouched the problom of why teoch glr1l

to tn good hourcnskere at all, TIre puhl lc vocatlonal eplEoach had gone

both fn theory and practlce. The argumnt wltlch now canp to the fore wel

a comtûnatlon of tlre eecond a¡rcl third outllned above -- the funprcvement

of, worklng class ho¡rre life and the scientlflc nature of housework.

Both these ê.rgum€nts had long and relteratlr¡e hlst<rlee. Tha

sclentlf,tc approach baslcally stated that femlly llfe wae changfng wlth

the lncreaalng cornplexfty of the soolsty, and sctentlfic ratlonalleatfon

of lta work a¡rd relotlons ìtras necessaFy. Ilealthy, happyr r€II adJusted

fantly llfe was the flrst and neceseary step Ln the maintenance and

1. S:.@g!,. llo. 1õ,

2. I bd.d. ^ Þat. 33.

1945, Flrst Frogress Reportn par. 16.

In lgõ2, "apppoxfmate.ly iZ5l" of the ctaff 1n Dorrestlc /trtÊ Centres alc
temporary teachers, el tlpr short terrn appolntees f,rorn--ilngland, marrlcd
wonÊn, or retlred teecbr3 who have bÊon reappolntcd*" Report of th¡
lechnlcal tiducatlon fJranch, typeecrlpt eppondlx to the Annual Roport
of tho tdtnleter of [lducatlon, ].É2 fsilç7. Bv 1963, wlthln tlrp Tcehnlc¡l
Hlgh Scbools, ?õ% of tlp female tcachcr¡ ça¡c ura¡rrlcd¡ lteport of th¡
Technlcal F)duçatton Br¡ar¡ch, typeacrlpt appondlx to tlp Annual Rcport
of thc Mln!,rtcr of Educatlon, læ2 ßAç7,

3.
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devclopment of clvllleetlon¡ lt cot¡Id no longer b achlcved by tho

muddllng-through netlndg of the pest, b.rt only by appllcatlon ol tlp

sclontlflc nnthode that had led to prtrgreaa fn ell otl¡cr a¡eaa of aoclal

endeavcr,rr. ThlI a,pprt¡ach turned the homo .i.nto a lÊboratory, made ev€ry

houeeworker e teclüilefan, and every domeetlc a¡ts teacher a sclentlat.

Thls gratlfytng notlon for the teacherg ìvaa not taken very aerlously b¡l

marry others, who contlnued to eee ctomeetlc arte as "¡ust cooklng and

waehlng.,t'l Every woman ln charge of tl¡e l)epartmentts Dt¡¡¡sstlc Arta

Sectlon, fron 19o9 to 1970, ornphaal.zed the Eclentlft.c nature of the work

uhe supervlsed.2 Inltlal,ly, sclenco meant phyelcel sclencs -- pat¡-

tlcularly chemlstry and physlology - and the teachlng of nutrltlon ¡¡rd

tood values was glven fi¡ndanentcl orn¡rhasls. I3y the 195Os, this enphasll

had ted to tlre tntegratlon of con€ra1 Sclence snd Home Sclence for gtrlr

-- an example of the continulng beltof ln a sex-blaeed predlspoattlon

towarde certaln zubJects arid courses. licientlflc prfnciples were to be

¡nede ¡rþre lnterestlng errd relevnnt to glrls by linkfng them to ho¡eo-
3trold øncêrnsr A decsdo later, hcileverf the enrphasla had shlfted sllghtly

1 a Report of the Technlca¡ EducrtÍon llranch, typeecrLpt
ühe Annual Ileport of the Mlnteter of Educatlon, 19õ4

appendlx
ß¡ç7.

to

2. See, Edlth Devttt, organlzlng Instructrese of, Domesttc subJÞotEt
";;";;-;; il;;;i";;;;;Ë1"-*.n.r.,,. Noi 40, lerr-12¡ !'ranoåa
gtevcnaon, Dlnector of the uonrcãffit¡ Teachlng ccntre, "Hqlt€-
hold Efffàiencyr " Þ!gþI, 18 blay 79.26 .- ln Condon, NgÞgpg
Clloplnsg., Vol. l9PqSOt p¿ 17; I'fiss Inapector Ca¡npbl1, Inapccton
of Do¡¡l€etle ArtB, "Specl.al tleport on the post-Graduate School of
Nutrltlon at Canberrer" ln the lleport of tho Tecbnlcal Edueetlon
Eranch, typeecrlpt ap¡rendlx to the ;'¡rnual F"eport of tln Mlnlatcr of
Educatlon, 1945 ß¡C7t rilaa Gerrand, Inspector of Dormetlc Arts,
"Re¡rort on Domestlc Artar" ln th. Report of the Tcchn!,cal liducat!,on
Branch, t¡4rscrlpt appendtx to the Annual neport of thc Mlnletcr of
Educat!.on, 1964 ße|7i Report of tte Technf.cal Educatlon Branch,
"ctrlc Craft", typoscrlpt appencllx to the Annual lteport of tlp
}.ntstcr of, Educatlon, 19O6 /-S^ç7,

t'Syll"lue for Intermedlete Ho¡rie ficfence3 Integratlon of llor¡Ë Sctencl
a¡¡d Cenerel Sclenca. The sclcncc acctlon¡ ln tho cour¡€ etts to b
studled as a mos¡ls of examlntng the pnlnclplee arrcl practlce of Homc
6clenæ, and ln the cxanlnatlon, questlone on eclontlftc toplc¡ w111

(cont. )

g.
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frorn the physlcal to the aoclBl sclencea -- human relatlons and r€spont-

lbtlltle¡, chlld development, hone e¡rci fa¡nily livLng. New coursea vere

ftdesigned to stl¡m¡Iate gtudentat ective lnterest ln thelr role fn the

ho¡ne and corrnunlty."l llo¡ne science came under the qusplces of Glrlet

Cra.ft, end domeetfc arte teachers began a¡¡other rlgorous attenpt to

rehabllttate tlclr a¡bJect and vindlcate tholr cal'eers.2

The purpose of etresslng the scientlfic slde of domestlc arta

tlrroughout the century was fundar¡entally to glve domeetic arts teachere

a sense of prlde ln thelr wotrk, end to defend thern agalnst the glbe that

they nerely taught how to cook cabbages.S To clalm housewlfery aB e

sclence, horweverr waa to deny lt as an lnnate Qual lty ln all wofl€rlo

'I'he domestlc a¡ts teacÌ¡ers @uld allow that thore waa an lnnate prsdls-

ponlt|on ln alt women, but lnslsted that 1t requlred'tralnlng and reftnlng.

Loglcally, ttrey hed to argue that instinct wae not enough to meke B good

wlfe and mother.4 they lra<J to bneek tl¡o seemlngly natural ¡notherdaughtor

be set only to teet the proper understar¡ding of dor¡estic prlnclplee.
lThcre there la no pur€ Éclêncc taught ln the aclpol, the Home Sclencc

teacher wlIl¡ qf necesslty, have to lnclude the scie¡rtlflc sectlone of
the eyllabuÊ ln her teachlng of the subJcct." Unlverelty of Atlclaldc,
bla¡rual of the Fuþl lc Ëxeninatlons lJo ard, 1951 .

1. Iteport of, the Tochnical, ¡iducatlon l3ranch, typeecrlpt sppendlx to the
Annual Roport of the ilflnlster of }Jducatl.on, 19¡€,4 ßAç7.

2. In 1969, the llome llconomlcs ^t\s6oclatlon of Austral ia bega¡¡ publlcatlon
of a natlonal Journal, clalmlng thatr "today, home econonlcs and
horne economlce educatlon ln moet parts of the world ls golng through
a perlod of much turmoll and vory serlouÊ eelf-appr816s,l." E.M. Co:<,t'Introduclng eur Neìv Journ"l," * rnal of the Home Economlca A3åoo-
latlon of Auetralla, l, No. 1 (trlay 1969)r P. 3.

3. See, t-ìoyal Comntsslon on .Adela1de Unlverelty and Ul8h€r Educatlon,
Flrst Progroes llepor,t and Nllnutee of Proceedlngs, å:Acg-ü. No. 97¡
1911, Q. 2898-9.

4. å4#. No. 44, 1918, lteport on the Dor¡oetlc ArtB Tralnlng Centro.
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bond a¡rd aubstltute the oclpol ae the agency fcr the tralnlng of houc6l'1tul.

6uch ût argunent muat neccssartly lnply that arry r¡oman rvlro had not bem

lnotn¡ctod ln domc¡tlc artE at school (or who feilect the cq¡rÊe) could

not ¡nake a good wlfe and rrcther. obvlously, thla was golng rather too

far, and sae tn clear contrdtlctl<¡n to the notlon that every good womanr I

place was ln the home, by nature. The argument for sclence could there-

fore never be followed to lte loglcal conclualon, but was lcft unrc¡olYed.

Bcreft, then, of coherent lnternal ratlonallzstl.orr -- as vocatlon¿l

tratnlng or as sclence -- domestic arts tralnlng ca¡ne to be justlfled

rnre expllcltly ln lte ldeologlcal or moral functlon: as tbe lndoctrin-

atlon of a certaln group of glrls into the standard of performance ln

domeatlc llfe requlred of thern by æclety, as lnterp¡pted by the educatlon

lnetlfutlon. That lnatltutlon regarded the f anll.y ôs the ba¡lc unlt of

soclety, and ænsiclered the quellty of, ltg lnternal operations to be of

çoncern to the Stater In partlcula¡¡ the guallty of tralning the next

generetlon of houaewf,vsã reeeived ln techntcal ekills and appropriate

work dlaclpltne was important. liome famlllee were lncapablo of nalntsln-

tng arr adecluate starrdard; some mothere would peEB on bad t¡ablta to

tholr daughtera or wouid not have the tlnre or abillty to lnstruct thêm

correct'ly. Here the Etate must lntervsn€o

In the early-decacles of the century, the glrls and fanlllos ln

need of tralnlng were identlfled in general class t€rrns. The glrle who

must be taught do¡nestic arte were those who woul.d leave school et ths

ond of the compulsory age llmit to work 1n factorlee, offtcee and shopae

Tho argument mlght be adyanced -- tlwhy ahould not
tho mothere teech the glrls theee thlngs?" WelI,
the ¡r¡othere do not teach thelr daughters such thtngs
ln tho maJortty of caees. In the beot of our honn¡
thc mothaa do, but 1n the neJorlty of caaea the
¡notherre hande aro so tlod a¡rd her tlmo ia eo ocroupld
that ehe hac not the tlme to do lt, and lf ¡he r¡pre to
make thc tlme al¡{r would have to etcal lt out of her re¡t.
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hlany of our glrle leave school at the age of 13 to go

lnto factor{es r¡rhore tbcy have no opPortunlty of lcera-
lng thoae arte.l

Such glrlr $'ere recetvlng nlnlnaI hore tralnlng Juot at a tln¡e when an

tncreaglngly hi.¡1h level perfornence of Ìrome duttes was consldercd essential ,

r perceptlon graphlcally lllustrated by the effectc of the flrgt tYorld

1l¡¡r on home life. tldith Ðevitt, organlzlng Instnrctless of Donestlc

Arte, bemoa¡red:

nçver was tÌìe caII grcator f or efflcient honre manage-
ment tha¡¡ at the present dey. The rêtusi to thel¡
hones of largo nu¡nbers of fnvallded ¡nen rroedlng speclal
care, the clemand for strlcter eco¡pmyr wlthout lowerlng
the standa¡d of l.1vlng whlch has produced the,physXgue of
the race, the endeavor to preserve lnfant llfe and eo to
protect tl¡e n¿rtural lncrease of populatlon -- all demsnd
fron the wlfe and mother, knowledge, aklll, end wledom to
a degree l¡ltherto unkndvn.
Arc tho glrls wlp are belng eent out yearly from thc ¡þhooll
lnto the sho¡rs, factorles and offlcee suffl-clently equlpped
to ¡pet theee dema¡rde? Should not the achools depte ¡mre
thgn c¡ne tenth of tlrelr ti¡ne to that part of the glrlra
eduoatlon whtch dlroctly concêrna her p-robable ultf¡netc
occupatlon fn 11fe?2

It wae not suggested that these girla should not worlc ln tlp tl¡ne btvres¡

school and marrlage; lt was Just unfortunate that they were chooel,ng

Jobe that would in no se¡ì6n aetrve as an a¡rprentlceshlp for tlælr ultlmetc

car€era. 'Ihe yeare of adolescence were conslderEd cruclal onos 1n

tralnlng good wonen. The school lmposed cllsclpllne durlng chlldhood,

marrlage clernanded eervÍce and dedicatlon ln aciulthood. The years ln

betçeen could be spent elther ln lrresponslble frlvollty bought wtth a¡t

lndep€ndent wage, or, ancl preferably, ln studlous and practtcal prepatatlon

for dotesttc llfe,3 It wês on thls baels that the Educatlon Departnpnt

1. Evldence by c. Charlton, Inspector of $choole, to the lìoyal Couml¡¡ton
on Educatlon, Thtrd Progress tteportr g¡!.¿.¿. No. 27, 1912r Q. 4933.

2. &&3,ü. No. 44, tgt/. Appendfx K, Doncetlc AftB Centrca.

3. Eg&&!. No, 45, tgAJ, Advtsory Councll of Educatlon Raport.
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e¡tebllehed the Gtrlsf Centre"l úchools of Homemaklng fn 192õr deetgned

Ëpcclftcally tor girls on whom hlgh echool trelnlng utould be wasted

because they would not stay to complete the full three year courae, þl¡t

would leavo aE soon as they were legelly pernritted.l Th. Central Sichoola

were to provÍde the ¡EJ.rIe wtth a general eclucatlon end a tradltlonallst

vocatl,onal tr.afnlng, fitttng thern to rvork ln female Xndustrlos for the

ferv years before marrisge and thon to becor¡e fully-nrop¡rred wlves and

mothers.

upon leavlng school , ln the ]'ears before n¡arrlage there
ls llttle dlfficulty ln ftndlng congenlal work for tlpse
we1l-tra'ined girls. . . . But apart from plaeement ln
tlre tntermarrlågo yesrs le the fact thEt aII úhese g1rl8 --
1rou0 to lr5tfJ evèry year -- Bre conc€ntratlng upon every
form of hone craft, Ieernlng to uee deft, skllûrl harde,
exercislng lnrtiative eud resource, ancl at the sa¡ne tlure
acqulrtng Ê broêd gcneral educatlon vrhlch gtll ena.blc
the¡n to take thelr plaee as the ttolpers ¿ìnd co¡npanions of
tlEtr.2

Other soclal lnstlù¡tlonsf however, had ¡nuch nrotìt 11m1 ted perapectlvcr

on the p¡¡rpoe€ of edr¡atlon. Industry wanted a rapfd turnover of young

women- tlre prlce of labour bolng relatfve to age arrd sdr.3 Thc governncnt,

elso, v/as dediaated to keeplng expendlture at a mlnlmum¡ what dldnrt

prcrduce ln¡nocllately vtelble reeults recelved low flnanclal prlorlty,

1. .1,. No.67, 1924t Rðport tty IY.T. Mctoy, B.Â., Dlrector of Edueat-
lon, Upon Observatlone and lnqulriee blade wlth Regard to Uducatlon
durlng an Offlclal Vlet.t to Great Brltaln and Other Countrles, July
lg'¿..1, p. 6.

Z. À,llethkef "Urtlmete Câreerr" p. 3lJ.

3o "A so@nd weaknese ftn tr,e Central SchoolaT has not yet been over-
corß, and results from the tendency to enploy youth - and pêr-
tlcularly glrl labur -. ln lnduatry. Thls meane that there 1g a
conetant call upo¡r tÌ¡e etudent to leave school at the €Ð¡Ile8t rþmtnt.
lttus the aim of the echool -- to provl.de a good general educatl,on
whlch w111 offer a meens of escepe End release from the dcadenlng
routlne of mass productlon ln after years le at @nstant rrar wlth th€
alm of lndustry, vLz. I to obtaln good labur meterlal at a prlce
wÌ¡lch wlll cheopen tl¡e costs of productlon." $.A.P.p. No. 44) lg4}.
Report of the Dlr€ctor of Llducatlon.
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and donestlc arte tralning for fa¡nlly tlfe rather tha¡r pald rryork waB

of dublouÊ value. In the se.rly 193Os, a ¡ùa¡d of argument that wâa ever

present b¡t ¡rot alwaye voleÆd cârno to the tore b€cause of the econornlc

crlsls¡ ìyomen wero lntultive hornemakers and tralnlng for fEünily 1lfe

waô the reÊponglblllty ot the f anlly. The Cornrnlttee of lìnqulry lnto

Flducatlon recornmended the re¡noval of Lloneetlc r\rte fro¡n the Primary

Élchool syllabue.

Tha Corunittee bel leves that the effectiveness of
thè Primary system would not be appreclobly lmpalred
lf eubJecta such as l)omestlc ArtB and lYood$ork were
omltted fron the syllalrrs. The responslblllty for
tralning chlldren tn the elements of domestlc manage-
ment ie Prlmarl'Iy upon tlP hone, 1

Ïf.J. Adcy, the Dl!€ctor of Educatlon, srgped strongly agalnct thle

posltlon ln hit Mlnorlty neportr IIls argunænt won at the tÛnor'*¿

eventually boceme the naJor ratlonale for domettc educatlon ln the latc

l93OE and the post-war pcrlod. By then, the fenale publle €conomy was

greatly dlverelfled and expar¡dedl Ðd ìvaÊ¡ no longer restrtctcd to work

whlch wâa related to tradltlonal Ì¡ousewlfely activlty, 3cr the publlc

vocetlonel argunent wEs lege relevantl The prlvate vocatlonet (uItlmets

carecr) ancl scientlflc argunents were stlIl usable, h¡t not treeted very

eerloueiy. They n'ere the basle, however, for retainlng domattc art¡

aa an optlonal BubJ€ct for fLrst year hlgh school glrlsr occt¡pylng a vory

¡ninor part of the tl rnetable a¡rd not belng taught €fflcisltlyr often br'

the wlves of teachers rath€r than by tralned teachere.S

1 SaA.P_,!. No. 69, 1931, 2nd Progreas Report of the Conmlttec of

-

Þnqulry lnto üducatlon, 19 June 1931r p. 14.

For the fate of ttp Enquiry's lleport, eeo co1ln Thlele end lìon
Glbbs. Gralns of Llueterd Íjeed (¡\do1alde: Iiducatlon Dept. of S.A.¡
197õ) ¡ pp. l7L-7ö.

I

2.

3. Condon, NewapeDer Cllpping Dooks, VoI. 1926-30t
lSI¡r94, p. ?o; S.A.P.P. No. 44r 1939r Report of
Educatlon.

pP. 189-91, VoI.
tho Mlnlgter ot
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Adeyra a¡gutænt to the Co¡nmittee was that domaatlc arte was a

nec€rsÊJry part of the currlculum because lt was êlmple enough for less

able glrls not only to do but to enJoy.

Domeetlc A¡ts and ltoodwork are subJects which hnve
add€d lnterect to Echool llfe, especlally for chlid-
ren f,or whom the more strlctly lntgllectual exerelses
havc beon dtfflcr¡lt and laborlous.l

F'or the able glrl, domeatfc ertrcar¡P to Þ a eraft, B rolaxatlon lrom

stuenuoue academlc work.

It ts the pollcy of all lllgh tchoole to take odvs¡tago
of opportunltles and faclllties offered for teachtng
Eonc form of creft work. Usua,Ily thla 1¡ llmlted to
woo<lwork for boys a¡rcl doneetic a¡ts for glrls. . . .
Thc tlme allotted to thls work le ænflned to onc half-
day por week as this ls consldered suffl.clent to glve
hlgh echool chlldren a senae of achlevement ln hand work,
an apprecLatton of craftsrnanshLp and a satisfactlon ln
expresslon of any talents Xn creetive ablllty they nay
po""t"".2

!'rom such ahle glrle, too¡ some future domostLc ¡rrts teachers would @me,

so they ha<l to be glven a Êense of tle scl-ence of the dl'sclpl lne. On

the other hancl, gtven tts low lntellectual content, it vras consldered

more llkety that good domestic arts teachers woulti be recrutted fron

amonget thoee glrts who had stuttled general acatlernlc sclence.S For the

1' S.A.I).P. No. 69, 1931, Mlnorlty lÈeportr P. 18 See also J. Robinson,
Eã-Fiace of llo¡m Economics tn Generel llducatlotr" @g}-g!-!,þ
Home llconomXcs ¿lssocleti"on of Ä.ustraLt.a, 2, No' 1 (hfay 1S7O) ¡ P. 17.

2. Report of tlæ fiuperlntendent of Iilgh fichools, typescrlpt appendlx to
the Annual tteport of the hll,nister of lldr.¡catlon, lS4B ß^q.

9. "Encouregenpnt mrst b given tn the schools and elsewhere to lnducc
the better type of student to becone Craft teactters. It ls not
neceosery for these gtrle to haw studted Horne Sclqrce, gome lgrowledgc
of the basic'sclenc€a belng of much greater value and lmportance to
tbem aB future lloræ ticLentists." Report of the Technicel l¡tucatlon
Braneh, typescrlpt appendlx to the /innual tteport of the &tlnlster of
Educotlon, L9l64 Æ¡C7.
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leeg able glrl, doneetlc arts wag sesn 8.Ë a practical ËubJect, regulrlng

llttle abstract thlnklng, and harrlng inunedlate relevance to her llfe.

I{er baBic cBI.eer $'aE stlll to be a wlfe and mother, blrt 1t $,as also

recognlsed thet she would have to look after herself in the lnterlm.

Iror both of these taske she wtrs co¡rsldereci to ¡reed trainirtg. That traln-

lng was intended more to ¡¡roulcl hor pereonality and orientatlon to the

world than to teach her nlecltarrical sklIls. L;'ornootic a¡te thus boca¡¡e

a type of peychologlcal eounsslllng or therapy, to lnculcate a mlninum

stundgrd of rvork ancl t;ocla1 cllsclpllnel in short, how to cope with one-

eelf and stay out of trouble. 'fhls co¡rcoptlorr of the puplt a¡rd the bed-

rocls nature of clo¡restlc lnstructtc¡n is clearly Ìoverled 1n the 1973

Junlor Currlculu¡n for I'raclc 2 (i'c., Ieus trbla) llome ÌJariqgenent¡

Alns: To encouroge girle to become resporielble nembers
ol a fa¡nl,Iy and a. cotn¡m¡nlty and to develop ln then aons
of the nec€saory cc¡nfldence a,nd ¡rcËurance. !ìmphaeie
should be.placed througtrotrt on a practlcal end reBIl8tlc
approach. l-

Throughout the century from 1875, we can thus aee a¡r lnterweavlng

set of Justificetfons for tlrc terchtng of domestlc a¡ts. Deeplte each

argument betng incornplete ln ltself, thelr combtnation establlshêd the

detalls of tl¡e content of the strbject. Fro¡n the vocatlonal argument

cann tralning in the technical t.kllls' 2of ls,undry work, of household

practlce (cleaning), and of cooking snd selvlng foodi (In the lþmestle

Arts Centres, the girls rvere re(lutred to prepare a fami.Iy cilnner end

serye lt afterwarcls ln the school <llning room¡)S From the sclentlflc

1. g.A. Ilducatlon pepartnnnt, Girls Çtat.tz Junior Curricrrlum, Reprintcdt
lÐ?3. pr 4¡

2. g€e, S.Ar Educatlon llepartment, Couree of Instructlon for I'rlmry
Schools, 19.Ð, 1930, 1938, t'.Llorneetlc Arts"¡ S.A. Iìduðatlo¡r ltepfftæUf,
Course of lnrtuuetlon for centrql Scboolar tgãr, $ectlon C, "Høc-

Maklngt

3r 941þ!. l'{oo 44, 1911-12, Beport on Ilonestlc Sub¡þets.
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a¡gir¡rrF|nt canÞ, flrstly, concern wtttr the nutrltlonal valu€ of food and

ita preparatlon (the ffrst vltamln uas ldefittfted lrl 1913); u"T llttle

lnterast !n chlLd care end h¡tgfene (the f,iotherp^eo¿'Babtee Ueelth

Assoclatlon, conce¡rred wlth scler¡ee rather than matertal lnstlnct¡ wae

founded 1n 1909, on<ì by 1912 was runnlng mothercraft c1assee fof domeatlc

1
artE Êtudents)r- and thc need to teoch the correct u¡¡e of ttre uGlw arid

prollferating lu.bour-eaving sppltûr¡cee.2 tsy the Iato 193ors there wa,E

wldespread scceptûnce in the co¡mnunlty of tt¡e elements of child psychologyt

a¡rd of the fact ttrat "inpreseions rt¡ceir¡ecl during oarly chllclhood ate

more lnporte¡rt ln later llfe than had trirevlously b,een reallzodr"S trrt

nothing of thls see¡rc<.I lnto tl¡e dc¡rnestic arts c<r¡rse until the 196Os when

"llone a¡rrl I¡alnlly Livlng" became a r¡1aln therne, aF cilstinct fror¡ the ur¡re

"practical" ber,t of earlior ti¡rice. Psycholugy¡ holvever, was not realty

conEldered to læ a sclence¡ æd for tle rilore eble Ëlrls tat<ing tiome Sclenco

eB a qubJect for thelr t,eavlng Certlflcate fronr 1959 on$'a¡dÊ, the eyllatua

concentrated strictly on the physical sciences undcrlying cooklng and

Ä
cleanJ,ng. -

Ae for the ¡rpra} argunrent, fro¡n lt ca¡ile disclpllne a¡rtl character

formation. !;t tìre beginning of tire century, the purpose of doft¡etlc a¡t¡

l. IIo l\,leyot "some l\cpects of the lllstory of Infant lle1fa¡e ln South
Australlar" , r (1960)r Pp. 97o-2i
åsjl&|. No. 44, 1913, Iieport on Domestlc l1.rte Centrea.

Z. gs4.&L. t{o. 44, 1913, ibicl; Iieport of the Technlcal Itducatlon Bca:rch,
typeecrtpt eppendlx to the Annual Report of the l,flnlster of Uduca,tlon,
ß4e Æ*Ç7¡ ülngatonr ålLJl$r PF. 41'44.

3. "leachlng Chudren to Fsct¡ Factgr" The lioEsewlfe¡ 7¡ Ìt,o. 1 (Ja¡r. 1936)rp.11.

4. Unlvorslty of itdelaide, IiqnuBI of the l¡ul¡Iic liraminatlons Boa¡df 19õ9r
p. 111: "Leavlng Certlficate fìyllatrra. i ! . Ho¡rÞ $clencès Stre¡r
wll1 bÊ laid throughout on tl¡e beslc eclentiflc prlnclplos ur¡derlylng
the proceÊsss and teclurlr{ues lnvolvsd. The eyllah¡s has becn dlvldod
for convenience into the following aectlonc, tnrt atl ar€ to Þ correl-
eted wl.th everyday famlly llving: nutrltl,on; ÉlmpIe dietetl.cs¡
Eclentlflc princLples of cookery¡ practlcal cookery¡ hono manegenent¡
Iaundr¡,tork."
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no¡allty ra¡ cxpllcltly tl¡c crc¡tlon of gpod mothæ¡ 1n good fanlllcl.

Thc ¡olutlon of rno¡c ctfectlvc tcachlng 1n hqr¡ecraft
llc¡ ln a grcater apæ1a112¿t1on for gÊrla, wltb r
largcr proportlqr of tt¡¡c allottcd to tbo¡c cubJeote
whlch wlll dlrcctly hclp to n¡k¡ thcm good ÌYlvc¡ and
ÞthÈr.l

By nld-contury, møthcrlng wa¡ playcd doum ln rhstorlc, and thc ¡ln wa¡

to rtrongthcn (or rathcr. to b¡lld) a Dro gencral charccter 1n thc lcrs

ablc glrlr.S Tb. Bpcclflc tdcel¡ aq¡ght lnaludcd the lncr¡tcatlqt of

caonoqr and a aan¡c of thc valua of noney a¡ agelnst thc rulo of cxtrav-
g

sgû¡c.¡ naatn s¡f clce¡Ilncee, thrf.tû aad lnduatry¡U ao 1o". çork for

lt¡ øn ¡aI¡ and to b proud of onc'a rcbool , onctl tcaclrcr a¡rd qrcrl

aotf ¡6 tlp h¡blt ot wllllng obcdlcncc to co¡r¡tltutcd ar¡thorlty and rsgard

for thc rlgtrtr of otbcr¡¡o t¡. dcvclopnæt of sclf-rella¡ec a¡¡d thor¡3htt¡I

lndcpcndürcc 1n thc glrletT ao ara¡!Ênc3a of thc rcrponalblllty of ttp

lndlvldu¡l for thc hcalth a¡rd reIlÞtng of not only thcn¡clvcr tr¡t of tlp

¡oclcty ol rhlch thcy rir " 
part.8 Pcrhapa th1¡ ¡ct ol ldcal¡ 1¡ bc¡t

1. S.ArP.P. No. 4{, 1917r Domeatic Arts Centrcl.

-
2c Roport of tìhe superlnturdant oú Tcchnlcal scboolar typoacrlp! apponotx

to thc Annual Rcpct of thc Ml'nlctcr of Eduoatlon, t9ll ß¡C7l
Annual Rcport of the Mlnl¡tcr of Educatlon, 1949 fStç7.

3. Ê¡ÅÈ¡8. No. 4t, 19t3 and lg!?. Donestlc Arts contrcl¡ Rcport ol thc
lcohnlc¡l Edueatlon Branah¡ t¡rpceorl.pt appcndlx to thc An¡iuel Rcport
ol tbs Mlnl¡tcr of Educatlon, l94,g fsilÇ7.

a 8.4.P.P. No. 4{, 192tr Rcport of the supcrlntædlnt of Prlnrry
Bduaatlo¡r.

a

Q. 8.4.P.P. No. {{, l92prRcport of the Superlntcncla¡¡t of Prln¡ry Educatlon."-

O. åEt!!. t s.A. Educatlon Dcpartncntr Coureo ol Inrt4t-ctlq¡t lqr Prtnry
Seboolr (193e) ¡ p. 9.

7. Rcport of th¡ gupslntondant of Tochnlcel Schoolr. typercrlpt apprndlx
to Èhc Annual Rcport of thc Mlnf¡ter of Educetlon, 19il líliØ¡ 8.4.
Ëducatlon traparheit, ' Glrl¡ creftr 4tb'year courtc¡r 197&, p. l.

O1r1¡ Craft, .lE.¡ D. 3i Report of thc Tcohnlce1 Educatlon Borrdt
t¡rpaecrlpt eppondlx to the Aûruel Rcport of thc Ml¡lst€r of Educrtlo,
ts€4 fsNç7.

I
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surmsrlscd lu tlro wordg of e domstic ¡¡t¡ lecturerr lu l9?Ol

I wor¡ld go ao fa¡ a¡ to eay the prof,e¡ston 6l
Ho¡ne EconomLetfl ha¡ a bad case of thc tdealtartlqP
of nldttle c.l¡¡s fanrlly ¡rorm of bhavf'ourr thorc
lc a fsilure to aoappt tbgt thero m?y È¡ alternettw
routo¡ to ¡ucoc¡cfr¡l fslly llvlng.¡

Fro¡n t¡tl¡ dl¡cr¡¡rlon of ttrc stn¡cturE and aontørt of do¡ncgtlc a¡t¡

tcachlng ln South Al¡Btrall3¡t rahools, the lmPorta¡oo of thc tl¡ree

dl,mnalonr -- clao8, gÉarÚ! ablllty -- (cEn be loør, a¡ wcll a¡ thctr

tluOtuatlng Lnterrelatlons ovrr timc. A! a nough Eummsry; over thc

cantury, tho ¡choole werr gtternptlng to lnculcate a burgeols sencc of

doncstlclty, of rar1llcar and of suhi¡sfon, fn glrla of thc vorklng clalgr

pgrtlq¡]êrly thc glrle who YGrc'coneldercd unablc lbÉck up thc

gpproprlate ¡klll¡ and dtaclpllne b¡r ordlnary emrlatlon of th€ùl Ethêr¡

or ml¡tree¡ea tn the lrorp. Tlpse ekllla a¡d dlaclpllner lc the educetlo¡r

fn¡tlh¡tlon, øEpr|gcd the mcanlng ol a gOod sqms¡r{1fe-tmthsr.

Lol¡ Bennett, "Some Tlroughta upon ttp Fuù¡¡¡e of Au¡tr¡114¡r Hom
Economlcsr" iournsl of the Hone Economlcr Aasoclatlon of. êuetrallgt
2¡ No. I (Mey l9?O) r P

I
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II. Good Wlvca and Mothcr¡

Lct uc retu¡n noü to look at tln women who wcrc ad¡nittcd to Olsn¡ldc

Hoapltalr md tracc out thc mor€ spcciflc e¡rd ldtoaynoratlc lpa¡rlngr ot

thclr goodnotr, or lack of 1t, wlthl¡ ttp ldcologic¡l ParaËt€l¡ e¡tsbr

It¡bcd þ the Echoo1a, Of tho aÐrty caaGs aa.qrlcd, ¡lxtcen womr¡n Íort

atngle at thc t1¡m of ftrst adnlaglon¡ half ol thcsc bclng owr 30 yearr

old. Thlrty threc of tlre manlcd womn wsre ¡tlll tlvlng rlth thctr

bu¡ba¡rd¡. thæc wcrc t¡ro wonon llvlng ln dc facto reletlon¡h1P¡r flvl

wtddr, o¡rd fqrr dl,r¡orced or B¡lperated wo¡nen. Thtrty e!.ght roncn h¡d

borrrc chllclren (lnclu¿lng tlrrec of thc slnglo wo¡¡cn). AII toldr thlrty

wotËD wcrc legally rnarrled, had bo¡ne chlldrcn, s¡rd verc etlll ltvlng

wlth thclr h¡¡bandt ¡t the tlmc of flr¡t ad¡alrelon. Thur¡ cxactly balf

thc tuplê mot roolctyts detlnltlqr of thc good wona¡ a¡ wlfc ¡¡rd npthcr.

Of thc¡c thtrty wotæn, EOwn adntttcd thcuclrlr¡ to hoapltal lnfornally,

lndtoatlng¡ oD ttrat vlcw, that thcy tþn¡clvct felt aomcthlng to b wro¡¡3

vlth tlptr Ilvc¡ a¡rd that they sarrtcd to b hclpod. ElghtcGn vomcn wcr!

adnlttcd on oortlflcetc¡ lnformd þ thclr hurbarde, lndlcatlng that

prlvatc lanlly reLettone hEd baconrs dlanrpted and compulalo¡¡ va¡ rcqulrcd

for thc woua¡t¡ a¡rd/or tl¡e fa¡r1lyta good. A furthcr ttvc verc adrnlttod

undcr ccrtlflcatcs Elgn€d o¡ tnforcd by J.P. l¡ policc offlcer¡ or

gcnorel hospltal pcreonncl, lndlcatlng that thc uo¡nan ln cach ca¡c had

donc more th¡n ellcct fanll,y rslatlono and had basr recn ¡t dllnrPtlvc

ln tl¡c publlc world.

(a) Infon¡al Adnl¡¡l,on¡

On the f acc of lt, tlre gevcn lnfornally or eclf-adntttcd woÉn would

tpp¡sr tbocc no¡t llksly to bc gqod wotmnr or et ls¡lt tho¡r slth e eløa¡

rcntG of what a good wonå¡r rÌ¡ould do thgt tbcy vcrc ¡onclpr lncapablo of



Itrrlng up to. Thc teble belqw ects out thc baslc pcrtlolsr¡ of thc¡o

rolt¡r fron thc ga,ac notc¡.

Tablc l. Olcnalda l{onen

Nar $¡¡9, cluPrPR e.g{¡þ¡. Provl¡lon¿l DlasDoolr
l¡t
Adn'

åd¡ No¡nlr

IrlB Wontwortb

lla¡thc cralcrr

llclcn Vane

Jcrr¡ YorI

I(atlc AlIc¡r

Leonlc Bartranf

õ8 7 1982 Rsactlve Drprculvc
Psycho¡1¡

Ilcprcad.vc Nourorlr

DcDrc¡rlvc Rcaotlor¡

Dcprcralw Ncuro¡1¡

Ob¡or¡lvc CoÐulalvc
Ncr¡¡o¡1¡

Doprcrelvr Rc¡ctlo¡¡
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I Obcctslvc Coryulrlvc
Ncuro¡1¡ wltb ¡¡æc-
lated llcprcmlon

AII ccva¡ of tþ¡c wonen antæcd boapltal bccaugc thcy werc worrlcd

end unhappy sbout nt¡t fi¡Ifll1tng thclr own a¡rd othcr¡t crçeetatlon¡. Four

ol tbcn we¡c cxpllcltly concê¡rnod abr¡t hou¡euork. Ada Norrl¡ onplalncd

of ttloek of lntere¡t ln hor¡¡cwork and fantly nattcra of gcversl reeks

dur¡tton." Irlt Wcntrorthr¡ huaba¡d wa! "Ê aewrely ob¡crslonal pcr¡onallty¡

Ì¡c sor¡Id . . . wlp6 the dl¡hæ ovcr etter Ir1¡ had vaehcd and drlcd thon¡

Thlr¡ naturelly¡ hal alwa¡ra lrrltatcd lrl.r, h¡t all cor¡Id l'lve wltb 1t.f'

trl¡ then bcano rrury deprca¡cdt t'chl lo¡ld raltc up wltb tlre tccllng of

Ooh, I hevc thc day to gct throrgb.." K¿ttc Allcn "lacls¡ aontldenco ln

hcr ablllty to care for her hq¡gehold and chlldrr¡n." A¡d Loonls Bcrtra¡nt

"found hccsclf gctttng tncreetlngly alowcr ln o*l¡S wlth tra¡¡cbold tark¡

r . . fsa¡ tbat unlcea th1n6t kcpt clcan som drcadtr¡l dlroa¡c duc to l¿ch

of clca¡ltno¡¡ wor¡tâ ¡tr1kc thc f 4nl1y and Þo regardcd ¡¡ hcr fault.tt
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ïhcn tbe flfth wona¡¡, Jeen York, preaented bcrsell at tlp boapltelr Ìrer

pDoblcrû wae nqt at f lr¡t expllcltly eonnoctcd wlth bqreæork' Rltbcr,

¡ho waa vorrled that "evcrythlng fclt numÞ a¡¡d nOç hgs no fccllnga, Juat

¿ rdeadr føcllng all thc tlnþ." Br¡t ovcr tlre next tcn yeail a¡rd ¡cwu

adnl¡slons, !.t bca¡ae clear that abc wet "ob¡c¡¡lonal abo¡t clcanllne3a"'

Thc othcr two vo¡æn werc worrled abo¡t chlIdren. Me¡thc Cr¿lcrg lcarcd

that ¡tp mlght do "consldcrablc phyelcal hartrtt to her tcenegp ao¡r ln

reEctlon to hle trrosponslble behaylot¡¡. Hclèn Va¡tct3 ¡dn1¡81oD wal

prccfpltatðd bV hçr doubt snd eqntu¡lon over bclng pregnant.

F¡rorn the ca¡e rrctes, lt would app6êr thet Ada Norrl¡ wa¡ ¡cen ¡m¡t

pûticularly as a god rlÞDâjtl¡ Hcr problcm wat that ehc elrryly h¡d too

much to do and too marry famlly ì{orrlco. Born ln 19O4r Ade had ¡¡arrled ln

thc latc 1gÐr or early 193Os. She vao llvlng ln thc æuntry et ths tlÉ,

and wlthln ¡ tsw yeari h¿d her f1r¡t "n€rvÞu¡ breakdcpn." No cxplaaatlon

la glWn for thlp except thet cln hd "alway¡ ben tcn¡e and ¡nxlcrr3.'r

Itrrlng tþe l93or, Ada borc her sevên cbtldren, ar¡d durlng tl¡c t9{O¡

¡be þ.ought thcn up slone çh!}ô her huebrnd w88 ovêr¡oa¡ ¿t the w¡r.

whon hor hu¡ba¡rd reü¡rnod hc waß aerlouely lnoepecltatcd' 8o Ada ¡t111

oontlnued on alonc wlth, ln fact, one upre helplcae dcpondant. Thc

fanllyra lnco¡rÞ was oPparcntly only tho l{ar Pen¡lon, at leeet t1lt thc

chlldren çere ord ørough to work' Tlre fa¡nlly dldt howcvcr, onrn thclr orn

trou¡€. Throughout ths lg40sr thcn, Ada Norrlsr¡ 1lfe wq¡Id havq þar onc

of extrenp dlfflculty and totÊf devotlon to hcr fanlly, b¡t ft wq¡ld

ha¡¡r not wlth eoclal approYel. Shc would probebly haW bsen ac€n at a

good vonan bca¡tng up undcr all vlcl¡rltudo¡. By thc letc 196o4, Adate

ahlldrcn wctlt gløn up e¡rd flve of tbcm msrrlcd. She may et thl¡ ttnc

heyo hed eono allght reaplte frcm her respon¡lbllltlee a¡ rllc and nother,

b¡t thsr rrcre troublea ca¡¡c. "Thå €IdG¡t r¡rd youngcat boy¡ vcre not

m¿r¡l,ed and llved at honc. Tvo othcr boyc verc perted f¡on thcl¡ rlvc¡
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and oxpcctcd Ada to be ablø to look after thcn arid thelr chlldren." Tbe

broksn Darrlagsr were "ths ca¡rac of great anxfety to hßr." Morcovor,

"¡hc her¡elf ha¡ had s lot of slckne¡¡." Then ìlr. Norrlr devcloped

dlabeto¡. ttHG ra¡ ¡ v€ay ¡lck a¡rd helplc¡g ¡nan vho w$nrt evcn wel,l

cncugh to potter arqrnd ln hls gardcn. [Ie was very deaf and vottld Jurt

gl.t about qulctly dolng nothlng." Tl¡a huEbs¡d vea unable and thc ¡ons

vcrc unwllIlng to holp elther themsclvca or Ada.

Thc lanlly te.m to crpcct too much from Mre. Norrl¡ and
worc not prcperod to do anythlng for her' Shcn ¡hc 1¡
11I she gcts up and prcparoÊ thelr neal¡ then goea
baek to b¡d. Tho boys navor aekcd tf eho wq¡ld caro
for eny food, and Juet lcft her lylng tbcrc.

The only a¡rlstencc Ade dld recctul ver tron hcr marrlcd daughtcr who

vlaltcd o¡roG a rcek, and fron hcr brother, sn sge pcnat,oncr vho wag form-

crly c hotaf mênâgcr. "Hc lt"ycp thcrc fror¡ tlmc to ttnp and et tlnc¡

Ilkc the prcacnt whcn alp ls 3ü¡y ho csrrlG¡ on for hsr.r'

Thl¡ ¡tory of the vc¡rl¡on¡ llte of Ada Norrls ue¡ told to s

paychlatrlc eoclal worker by ¡¡¡ unauopectlng hclghbol¡r who dld not

rcsll¡c ¡hc ra¡ bclng tntcrnl¡red. So lt hac the tone of frlandly nolghbour-

hood gorrlp, tclllrig BB ¡u¡ch sbout thc cvcryday ¡ta¡rd¡rdr of tlp nclgùbour

ac abd¡t Ada'g rcallty. It ça¡ t€on as rlght and llttlng tlrat Ad¡ ¡Þor¡ld

cate for her hurband, but not for ths eon¡ who ehould har¡t treriefcrrcd

th.lr nccd¡ and loyeltlca to othcr good womn by nov, or at lcett ¡ln¡Ld

bc ablc to carc for thcæclvee. We6 lt poealblc, thenr thought thc ¡ocfsl

workcr, that Ada had not ln fact bccn a good motherr tn¡of¡¡ as hc ¡on¡

had turnqt out to bc go lncon¡ldcratc? The nelghbour va¡ qultc ad¡na¡rt

tbat thc fa¡lt Tac the con¡t, not Adefa.

I aaked the nclghbour dld she think Mre. :{orrla nay
havc lntcrfcrcd wlth the lona and thclr wlve3. Tho
nolghbour'r oplnlon la that }lr¡. Norrfe certalnly tould
not havo. ShG fc€18 thet &lrs. Norrts wlll never bc
¡blc to copc while thcy alL axpect lpr to do ¡o m¡ch
for thcn. Shc fecl¡ that lt l¡ tlme that thcy rtartcd
to hclp Mr¡. Norrl¡ for !i chang€.
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In thc loclel wotkerto mind, prceumablyr waa the lmage of thc

grerplng mother who wlll not rclcasc her chlldren fron hQr maternel

a¡rron-strlnga, for who¡c chlldr€n no other vromon le good encrgh to rcplaca

her, who haa llvcd her tlf,o through her chlldrcn and ncsds thc¡n to maln-

teln ber ldontity. TÌ¡la tmage had bcen rccelvlng clea¡ ldeologlcel

enunclatlon tluoughout the decade of ths 195Oa, bcglnnlng ln Anerlca thcn

epreadlng by the popular prcsa acroao the lndu¡trlal world.l ay teel

It bcd clcarly eddpd a dlmcnglon to the mcanlng of the good wonen in

Âdelaldc -- a f,ect furthsr cxcrnpttflcd by the case notcc ol Irlc tTcntrorth.

Dcughtor-ln-let co¡rplains that Irl¡ has bccn rlngtng
her up contfnurlly, docrntt let them leâd thclr osn
Ilfc. 'Mr3. tYcntworth 18 atways talktng ¿but ¡QX.r'
lrla fccla that hcr deuglrtcr-ln'lcr ls ln need of
trcatncnt hcneelf and ¡he wontt lct hor tskc an
lnteregt 1n hæ grandchlld.

Irls wa¡ ¡esn to flt wlth thc t'rcther-ln-Iaw syndrornc": tho wot¡E¡t who sltl

not rclacae hcr aon frorn tlrgtr lormer parent-chlld rclctlonehtp, r.cl her

Bon's adult conpa¡lon/vlfe a¡ ¿ thrpat to Ìpr nstcrnal posorr and lccL¡

to dcstroy the rarrlage tbrorgh her lnterfercncc, or at loast to cn¡ure

tbelr euhrl¡¡lon to her -- a daughtor galncd rather then a eon lo¡t.

The othcr elde of thlo gcncratlonal dl¡aenclon of the moerrlng of thc

good woman wlthln the famlly can bo seen from the coco notc¡ ol Katlo

Allen. Katle yaa an Engllah nlgrant, adml.tted to Glenclde lloapttal ln

1960, who wa¡

prc¡no to blamc ¡mst of her dlf fl'cultlee on her ln-leÍt,
vÞon shc ray¡ ceno from th¡ U.K. to ¡t¡y wlth thcn ¡
¡loer agor t'Thlnga not the sa¡nc btwecr¡ huaband ancl nyecll
slnce thcy lcft." ghâ oxprcsaca conttdcreblo bortlttty
tovard¡ her mother-ln-Ias¡ whorn she dercrlb¡ a! "a Ycry
domlnant pcllon o r ¡ no onê æu1d llvs harrcnloualy wtth
h8r. rl

6ccr W.H. Chafer t
e¡d Polltlcal Rolc¡ 19ã)-1979 (Ncn York: Oxlord Unlvcr¡lty Pr.!3,
lfilârr pp. 199-323,

I a
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Over ttp next clght y€er3, Katlers parcntr-ln-Iew rrlaltcd tvlce Forco On

cach occarlon thcn€ uaa e tt,rscurrence of hcr old btttterne¡a agalnet hcr

mthcr-ln-lsrrtt ¡ha hooded abut the "ohabby way they treated hcr ln thc

partfr and about thc way "thcy nag her alt the tl,m€." KaÙletg hucbdrd¡

who prcruncbty felt ca¡ght ln the mldst of thl¡ antagonlsm batwcen slfc

and mother, d1d adnrtt that there waa "fault on both 31dc8." Thc only

cauÊe, howsv€rr that he could tdantlfy was that he and Katlc had llrrud

wlth hl¡ parent¡ f,or elx wecks after thelr marrlago -- a coÍurcn cnough

eltuatlon 1n thc housing crlel¡ of poat*a¡ Brltaln, ht trdltlonally

bound to crcatc frlctlon betwecn wlfe and mother.l Both r¡onpn rcrc

conpeting for tho allcgia¡rce of the 6Bmê man ln the eame hq¡se b¡t fron

wlthln dlftercnt relatlonshlpe.

Tbc point to ba drevn f¡rom tbc¡e three caeee la that þ the lg€Os

ln Adelelde thc ¡tandard of the good wlfe-nothor h¡d cone to lneludc

a poycbologtcal or relatlons.l dlnanglon tbet the cducatfonal fn¡tltut1on,

for onG, had not ¡let aeern a¡ relcvant. Beyond cooklng and clqa¡rlng and

carlng, to bc a goott ¡nother ms¡nt tralnlng onct s chlldrcn to baconc

rerponelble, conaldcratc, f.ndopcndcnt cltlzena; tho wllltngnese to

contlnue to care about them vlthout lntcrferlng ln thelr ¿duLt llvcr¡

b€lng able to accept thclr tranefer of allcglcncc to thelr own famllle¡

of procrcatlon. To bc a good wtfe meant Þlng competent to dlechargc

tbc dutlee towarde the bueba¡rd whlch had prevlously bccn pcrtømcd by

the nothcr¡ wllllngncaa to acccpt s certaln rcalduc of the huebandrr

allegtancr rómalnlng wlth hl¡ fe¡nlly of orlgln; and belng able to aecept

thc hucbsndra cqrtlnulng conparlron of the ets¡rdarda of porfornarree of hla

Sec, M. Kor¡arovaky, @ (New lork: Vlnt,agc, 1967),I
po ü9 lt,.
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two womn. AIl thle, of course¡ had bcerr baslc to fanlly llfe ovcr thc

generntlons. But by the 19@a 1t hÊd been naræd a¡rd analyzcd and turtted

lnto a eoncretc a¡rd necegsÊry sÉpãct of, the dcfinitlone of a good nothcr

arrd good wl,fe.

In all the eensee thua fa¡ mentloned, Ada Norrla waa a good wlfe

a¡rd nothcr. What sht wae not good at, hwever, vag æplng wlth tlp

contlnuoug a¡rd trcavy denandB fo'r her serl.ces ovcr forty yGaraÒ sht

hacl marry physlcal (perhape psychosomatlo) lllnessea, and sha adnltted

lprscll to Glenelde Hoepltal alx tlmee fronr 1962 to 1965. 1o a certain

degrce, the hospltal psychlatrlsta reægnlaed tha legttlmacy of her scokl¡g

rosplte. ttPresent admlsslon ls really to eff,ord some rellef fron donc¡tlc

worrlog.t' ghe etated on a number of occeglon! that ttehe la u¡rable to

contlnue at honø any longer, although ahe reallse¡ thct her hucband, who

1g older than trer, 18 unable to manage u¡ralded at home.'r llcre Ada wap

conlng up agalnet the contradlctlon of the role of good wlfe and ¡¡oth*

belng both an lnatn¡nêntal performanee -- or work -- and also an aspoot

of her ldentlty. Stp had a Job to do¡ to ca¡e for her hugbe¡rd ln slcÌ¡rc¡a

tIl1 death. But alp also felt that she ¡hould þ wantlng to do Bo and

enþylng 1t. "lÍorrled abut husband. . . . Not wantlng to go hom at

rqeekend lnt worrled." Theee tv,o aapecte of the role fltted togetlnr

relentlesely. Domeetlc work belng lntegral to her personallty, therc

rêF no êcceas for Ada to the nechanlsma that exlsted 1n publlc workl.ng

ltfe for bctterlng condltlons or ratlonallslng rrotk Ioads. She hed no

holldaye to talse as of rlght, nor could ahe reslgn. The only wey out

was to aMlcato responslbtllty for her porsouallty. Thls val achleved

by beconlng 1lI, whlch relteved her, tenporarlly, of tla gutlt at abandon-

lng hor farnlly. But soon after each admiaelon, brought ebout bca¡rs€

elre could oope no longer, the gullt *pu1d return, sþ sþuld worryr boo¡nc

ttunco-operatfve wl,th treatÉntr" demand her dlgchalge tttoo toonrtr and

sbo wq¡Id retu¡n to the uncbangcd domcstlc sltuatlon.
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Nonethclclt, Adef¡ lllnceec¡ dld allow lrør to takc a rcat trom

bd!¡S 8 good woman by tranetornlng her lnto a good patlent.l Thlc

tsnporary transfcr of ¡¡olea rpant as well that her fan1ly rolatton¡

were not !avc!F1y dleruptcd. lfsr tu¡gbend and chlltlr€n were rellernd ot

thc ncccaslty to onelder tle ¡ltuatlon tn whlch Ada r¡ra8 unhapplly

cxlattng. Rather, they æuld put thcir falth ln modlctne, ln extcrnal

sxp€rtlee, to counteract the apparent forelgn entlty thet wag canalng

hcr to ect strangely. Mr. No¡tle, ln 1gö5r "waa golng to make n¡re that

¡hc d1d not eome lpms too 6oon thls tlnn, a¡rd had sskod the doctor to

haw her lockod up so that ¡tp couldnr t return bef,ore ¡lp waa bctt€r.rr

For Gv€rybody oncerncd, to dcflne Ada ae 1I1 neant that her lllr¡cs¡

could ba curcd or helped. Her raocd as e dc\toted wlfc e¡¡d mothcr ne€d

not bo apollt, nor need the Lnte¡nal dynarnlcs of fanlly r¡latlone alter.

By nld-1966, Ada vae about to bc dlecharÊed agaln, and lt wa¡

reoorded in her case note that ehe

waa not thrtllod at the ldce of returnlng honp to
look after her lnvelld dementing husband -- hrt thl¡
mornlng whEn due to leave, hcr con rang to aey that
her husband had dled laet nlght.

The next entry, tlurec weeka later, records that she was "relleved trc

death. Looks rmrch brlghtar, has put on weiglrt, eleeps well lf elÉ takee

eloeping tablets nnd trangullllgerê.tr She was roferred to her local G¡P.

for continutng eupervlolon, b¡t eho dld not attend. Âfter twonty yeerÊ

of nursing an lnvalirl es a fJood wlfe, and after fmty yesfB of betng a

good nrother¡ Ada Norrla dlsap¡:eared frclm the recorda.

rnlng the eoclal meanlng of
Stn¡cturc a¡rd Dynamlc ProcoÉst

ln TtP $ocfal- Ëj'¡tour (London¡

See dlecuselon atove, pìr. 31-33r conce
tbclng lltr; slso .l.. Paraona, t'soclel
The Case of tlodern M€dlcal Practlcerfl
Tavlatock, 19ö2)¡ pp. 138-?i E. Frefdson, Prolc¡¡1on of, Mcdlcln¡:
A Study of tlp Socloloev of A¡¡plled tinourlodee (Nev Yorks Dodd, Mead
& Oo., 1970), p. 23E.
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1\ro other aspcete of the llfe of good wlve¡ and rcthore encrgê

from the cage noteg of the ¡€ven womon 1¡ ttrle serles. !'iretly, tlpy

p¡ovlde a gllmpse of how good rnothere wêtre expccted to brlng up tlplr

chf,Idren. ï\ro of tlp women felt that they had falled to provldc thelr

chlldren wfth a sufflclont EsrÉe of serual dt.ecLpllne. Irla lTcntworth

for¡nd lt Ìrard to accept "son and wlfo expectlng a baby leee than I

nonths after wecldlng." hÍartha crafelgG eon had been expellod f¡om ecl¡ool

"follgfrlng an affatr wlth a glrl'ti ndr at ¡eventeen hs was heavLly ln

debt, seldom.ablo to pay hle board, and I'Iarthats reronetranceg wcre

havlng no effect. She kept loslng her temper and was sfraid of Ì¡er own

lack of control3 t"hae not ugêd the knlfe yotf but feels migltt." A

thlrd nnther, Leonto Bertraus, ws,6 posÉlbly lnfluenqsd Ð the lncreaslng

publlclty glvon to popular peychology whlch stresged the power mthcn¡

exerted over ttre future llves and peraonalltleg of thelr chfldrèn.

Leonle wag "tncreastrrgly affectecl and upeet by her rfusslnesst -- fears

tl¡at ehe wltl ruln chlldrenrs llves through insistenco on handwashlng

and neatneas srid ecnrpuloua câ¡€ when they go to the tollet.r' Thta fe¡rr

of itfussl¡ossrr talres us baclc to the lmage of the graeplng mothor dÍscueged

oborrc¡ wlro over-protecte l¡er chtldrsn a¡rd denÍes them the opportunlty

for ernotlonal lnde¡rondonce. Slml1 arlyr Katle 4Llen was disturþd leEt

hor depression ar¡d lethargy shoulc¡ l¡arm her clrl.ldre¡n: "tnothlng hâ8 a¡ty

meanlng any fi)re -- there ls not one llttle thlng that I enJoyr r Thc

chlldren BrÊ the only thlnge that treep her allve -- rtheyrre such ¡scct

good chlldren they dontt d€Eerve thls.r" Laterr KatiotE sense ol fallurc

a¡ a mother rvas lncreagsd by the dlscovery that two of hor chlldrtn vere

eplleptlc and one wag mentally retarded. She æuld not bellew that

her offeprlng would not tp able to Lead nwmal succoseful llves. "Con-

ftrscd ebut her chlldren Btlll -- ls almoEt totally preoccrrpled vlth

teste of lntelligence, etc., on the chlltiren. Ca¡'t lmaglne why lur

boy rhould have enotlonal problata. Alao, ghe rofusce to bllerrc thet
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Ì¡gr daughter could poeslbly be rcta¡d€d (¡.Q.8O). r'qhoie a perfcetly

normal glrl . tt'

All these woÍËn Eaw good chlldren aa belng fo¡:mod by good nothæs.

Ineofer as thelr chlldr€n trensgreeæd rnorgl lmperativcs corccrîlng

senrallty and money, or thelr pcrsonallttes were dlstorted by ovef-

protecttveneúg, or thcl¡ future happlneas wae Jêopardlsed by enotlonal

or lntellectuaL dlaaþllltles çr all these wollpn f,elt ûlnmEolvet to bc

at far¡ltr and tbelr unhapplnesa lncresBed. It la wcAth notlng hcre

thet EII Êov€n nom€n, aU flret admltted tn th€ 196Os, were dlagnoeed aa

sufferlng, at leaet ln part, from a depressive disorder (Äncludlng Jaan

York, whoac dlagnoals wae eventualty "(t) c}¡ronlc schlzophrenla;

(a) obccsslva pereonaltty dleorder¡ (t) depresslYe neurorla¡ (4)

ter¡poral Lob epttepey").

Another aepect enorglng frorn the seven cagea concerna thê huEband-

wl.t€ relettonphlp. In the f l,ve casee whlch mentton husbands or ma¡1tal

relatlone, thce Is s sense of hostlllty or resènt¡ndtt' Three of tlp

tÍom€n fal.t antagonlem towa¡da thelr apousegi /\da llorrle bscaueo þr

husba¡rd was totally dependent on hor; Lrle lfentworth bscause her husbo¡ld

waÊ a "eeverely obsesslonal pereonallty"¡ Katlo Allen reeented her

husba¡rd bcause "rvhen she u¡as worklng, rra6 tlred a¡¡d husband rvould not

help.r' In the other two casea¡ the resent¡nent waË fro¡n the husband to

the wlfer Þ1r. York ula6 apperently eympathetlc to hts wtfets obseselon¡

b¡t over tlme lro found that "she hae become fnposslble at home -- 1¡¡-

eeesent tatklng and worrylng about her somatlc health. liho has got

husband down -- and lsrowtng Jean one carinot ble¡re hfm.'r H1s eupport

artd encouragement üütÞdr and on occaslon Jea¡r weg adnl,tted to provûde

"r€Bt for hueba¡¡d and óon.rr l[eänwhtler J€a$ spoke of "angry feellng¡ to

huabarrd'r and lt emorged that she hd a "@mrnunlcatlon problem wlth lr¡aband.t'

St¡e had no deelre to ep lrone b¡¡t et ttp sene tlme felt gullty and thought
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shc lhouLd rGturn. "Aglteted¡ wa¡rtlng to go lþnG. . . . Folt ehc rhould

b hom€." A slnller al.tuatlon occurred wlth Helen Vane. Hcr llnt

voluntary adnlaalon wae preclpltated by her lndeclslon ea to wþtÌpr ¡hc

should havc an abrtlon - åtl ltlegal operatlon at thc tlne ( 1963).

Hlthln two dayc shc wEs expreeatng much hostlllty to the hospltal and

a constant deslrc to go homs. $he left, h¡t 1¡u¡nedlately Yas rcù¡rntd

agaln under ccrtlflcatlon, and hcr huEbend'e hoettllty waa obvtot¡!.

Hueband gtete¡: 1¡ not canylng out hourc ù¡tte¡
he vould uormally expcct. Sha has tantrums wlth ht'm

and wlth the cblldrcn. He eaye hc haa aont a boy
avrey and wlshea to oend thc glrla away bacau¡e ol
rcthert ¡ lrretlonal bchevlour.

On thl¡ occaalon, thc hospltal paychlatrlsta bagan to pcrcelve the unhapplnorr

of the nalrlagc.

Both feel gufty abut tho ebontlon -. y€t both
wl¡h llkc hgll tt hsd bcn. Both eecn to haw s6an
I rldc of each othqr tlpytvü nevcr rccn balorc and
tcel thet they con never rcgaLn tholr own or nutua"l
lclf-reapect.

Helcn þcgan taklng atlmuls¡t ¡1l,runlng-teblsts ln exccaglw quantltle¡.

Hcr husband becanc nore hoetlle and dcma¡rded that slt€ f'ect llke a normal

lrctl¡cr a¡d wlfc." Thc narrlage þ.oke up, b¡t the antagonlen rcn¿lned.

Tho sltuatlon wes left unrs¡olvcd, at lcaat ln terma of thc eale note¡¡

"aurc ¡hc wonrt ba able to nanrgo outtlde."

na¡cntpnt ln yomcn wa¡ teken as ! õympton of thelr dl¡order.

Rcrcntnent ln huebsnds wa.o a elgn of the femlly tenglon ceu¡cd by thlr

dleordcr, althangh ln eome of tþ caaoa the psychlatrlatg rceognlacd

that the huabandre behavlq¡r ercated stroga a¡ wclI. For oxenple, Hclen

Yanct¡ huaband was called to the boepltat for e Jolnt lntcrvlcw wlth hcr,

a¡rd htc rapons1btl1ty for the fanlly dlcordcr was notcd.

Ëo¡nc dlacu¡¡lon of thelr ¡m¡tual Iack of co-oporetlon --
wlthout nr¡ch eehlevsd. tle appeara to þ unable to lncludc
hl¡ wlle tn h1¡ ¡chcmc of thlngr. Atnoaphcrc of cl¡¡onlc
hoetlllty prevalle after a uhlle.
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In all flve casee, the treetnent affo¡ded by thc hospltal wÊ,s unancccseful

ln removlng thls reeentnsnt. The only other alternatlve for the restoratlon

of fa¡nlI lal ha¡mony was to rerrcve the Eource or obJect of thè resentmørt,

l.o. ¡ to extract each ï,om¡rn f ¡r¡m her lamtly sltuatlon. Thle poaslbtllty

was expl,lcttly mentloned to IIoIen Va¡¡e: "Ðr. A. euggestcd that sh6 and

her Ìn¡sband were lncompatlblc.t' But thts merely upeet Helen. A good woman

dld not abe¡rdon her famlly. hlore lmportarit, however, was thc fect that

ehc hsd nowhere elee to go, èxcept thc hoepltal.

Nouhene elee to go wa6 a theme conetantly reiterated tn the notc¡

of EII thcac wonerl¡ Ade Norr16 vas haPpy' to go hone onl.y after lp¡

huabandqa dcath rellaved her of the oxhar¡etion a¡rd anxlety of bel.ng a

good wlfe. Irls Wentworth trled ¡ulclde ae a way out of her hoetlle

fanlty environtmntr The attempt fal.Ied, and she ,õund lnstcad that

Glcnside vae a pleasant enough placc - 
rrs¡1s haa e' depreealvc lllnes¡

tr¡t seens to cnþy lt at dle¡rglde." HGr cørdltlon wae insufft,clcntly

ecr¡te to w¿¡:¡E¡¡t hcr ataylng ln hospltal very long on any of her fo¡r

odnlsalone, b¡t ewntually she refuged to go home and was dlacharged to

a puychlatrlc hostel. "I dq¡bt lf ehe wttt Þ able to functÍon outrlde

of a hostel 1n thc forose€ab1e future. She eaye she dos¡ not wa¡rt to

retura homo.fr Katle Allen aI¡o trted eulclde.

Tïro daye ago felt aa though Bhô dldntt sa¡rt to go on,
"hgd no lnterest ln ho¡ne or chtldren . . . loye thom
yery mrch . . . shouldnf t hay6 gone homc fcellng ae I

I'l : i"""*IolÏ;'ä'.:il.ii"iÏ ; ;;.i",";å.i'u*"
Aftor a chort atay ln hoepltal, Katle dld ln fact go home, bt kept thc

hotpltal (l¡t-PatlGnt cllnlc aB an escape route¡ returnf.ng rogularly over

elght ycar!. Jea¡r York yo-yoed fron hospttal to home, not heppy wlth

elthcr placo and doapalrfng of ever bclng Boo
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I we¡rt to be out of here but I rvant to be rell. .
lly llfe ls Just dralnlng away arrd I a¡¡ loslng my

fønlly. Ç Ç ç I muat go home to eeteblish mysclf
blt belng ln here so much h¿ts rulnod that for E.
Unlees my fcellng @nes þack.

a a

Good wonsn llved at homs ln harnþnioug reLatlons wlth thelr føn1lles;

beach of thle preecrlptlon meant unhapplness; too great unhapplncs¡ could

only be resolved by tnstltutlona'rlzatlon or death' There wè8 nowlgre €l¡c

to go.

(b) Certlfled Âd¡nlsalona

Ltttlc tror6 cÊn be added to thl¡ plcturs of good women frosr tho

ca¡s notcs of the other msrrled wom€n wlth cl¡lldren who were llvlng wlth

th61r husbande. Tþfe were ftf teen s¡ch wom€n, who wcre ceftlfled on

lnfornatlon from thetr husbande or goy€rnment offlctalã (aeven other

tuorÞn tn thls catcgory wer€ non-Brltlsh nlgrants, and wlll bc dlseua¡ed

ln a later chapter). AII flfteèn women were dlagnosed es psychottc,

most as aehlzoplrrenlc; npst of them vere consldered to be sufferlng

from delusf,ons or halluclnetlona¡ and nany of them rvere ccrtlflod a¡

belng unæntrol3.able. Insofar as ¡pat of the caee notcs comprlse largely

a descrlptlon of eaeh womanr s fa¡rtaslcs, there 1s llttle lnfornatlon

concernlng thclr social clrcumstancee. In the lltt1e dctall that there

1¡, lt !e often herd to dletlngulsh fact fron fantasy, although therc la

occeclonal Corroboratlon from otlær famtly membors. S'loreoV€r, nany Ot

thc wonpn had beerr under psychlatrlc treatment prevlouslyr had bccn

ad¡nltted to other nqrtal hospltala, or had been bchavlng oddly for sotm

conslderable tl¡ne. Thus, although nany of thelr marrlages were unhappy

a¡¡d thelr relatlone wlth husbands Brid fe¡1llc¡ narkêd by rccentnnt a¡d

Ìrostlllty, lt 1s lmpoastbte to know whether tho raeentnent exlstod beforc

the nadneoa or whether the madncag preelpltated the rceentmcnt.
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Onc etrlkfng ùnpresslon that does emorge fron thege noteÉ, howôr¡6r,

lE the extroordlnery range of reactlons to madnese exprsseed by husband¡

and fanflloa. At one end of tlre scale was Karen /r¡ncltfs husband. Ka¡en

was lroq¡dlng upon hor unrvorthlnose Þcause sho had "broken falth wlth

herself, her chl.ldren, and the bt¡ds and lenbs"; she wendered at ntght

and was brought back !y the pollce¡ ahe epoko to her dead motlrer a¡rd

had been chosen by ffi for a epeclal mleslon ln rvhich she h¡rrl fallcd.

[ìh¿ was aleo "neglecttng þs¡ geua1 household dutieg.il In reectlon to

thls, Ka¡enre husband had trsr certlfled, then paeked hls baga a¡rd ttwent

eway wlth another woman anrl toclc the two ehlldren wlth him." At the othcr

end was Sarah Irvfng, who received other peopler s thoughtg and engegcd

in convergation by telepatby; eln set for hourg wlthdre$'n from her

surrcundlngs preoccupûed wlth her thoughts of the Nationa, Baces, Hu¡na¡r

Nature, etc. ¡ etn wee f orgetful ard neglectfi¡l of nn¡ch of her hou¡s-

work a¡¡d selldom apoke to her bueband or child¡on. ThlE Eltt¡atton had

prêvÊ].led recr¡rrently for elght y€êrs Þlore ehe was adrnttted to Parksldc

1n t9ö?, although she had been treatecl by prlvato psychl.atrlete durlng

tlret tlme. Frorn then untlL lg72r sho had e further elght admlsafqra

to Farkelde, etaylng for pÊriods ranglng from seven mr¡rthe to eevorBl.

weeka. Throughout these twenty three Joarsr $arehrs hueband rernalned

"the eolLd bloeli.Ú lle watched ouer her behavlourf $/as pleaeed when ehe

ænversod wl.tlr lrLm and when she coped well wlth her hougowork. Whcn

she sts,rted "to stênd around starlng tnto epace egelnr" lp @ntacted tlr

hospltal an¡l arranged for her admLeslon. "Not wr:ll for a føw wcekc,

getttng rthe powert and he f,eLt she would be better ln hoepltal."

Betueen these extremes was Kathleen Adams, wlro "gtates thet for tlp pa¡t

22 yoa¡ï hsr br¡sband hes been tdoplngt her food." Both husband and wlfc

were atrcohollc, they ferght each other, the husband "prcbably nakca

wlld statements, tncludtng threEte to ltlll tF3." But, nonethllesl,
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through s1x ad¡nlsslorrs over f lfteen y€airã, Kathleen @ntlnuod to Ilve

wlth her husband "because she has nowh€r€ else to go" altd bcr husband

contl¡rued wantlng her back. of the flfteen wo¡n€Dr only four did not

return to their huebân<is after each dlechelge. Karen Arnclt lived alone

because her hueband had dtvorced her; Betty OebornE "ls not wanted at

home" anrl went to a nurelng hone; both Sall,y Irelancl cmrl Tlllte Jervta

hart lnvaltd husba¡rds -- whtle $ally was ln hospttal, her husband was

taken to the llo¡ne for lncurablesr ¡nd Élally went to a nuraing home on tpr

dlscharge; Tillie was fn ülensicle for tÌrfrteon yearÉ¡, and then llved ln

a psychiatrlc hostel.

(c) [lothers anci Daughtera

Ibtro rrått Ò!.ght otbpr -wonÐn tD:tbo Qlcu¡l.dc Hospltd aæp¡c v.b h¿tl

beon rnarrled at least once encl harl chlldren. Flve were wldowed and tlree

divorced. 'I'hree of the wldows contlnued to live wlth thelr f amllies,

etther wlth ci¡lldren or paronte, and had lnformatlon ln thelr caae notes

from furlly memb€rs. Fr'om these tluee cases, plus that of lbealind

I.lughea, a dlvorced yomatr, there ls Bome further evidence of the natrrre

of fonrily expectatione of good women' In each caa€, lt was only female

famfly memberg who wer6 nentloned ln the notea.
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Lcttle Banks $raa 6n elghty-four year o1d wtdq who had "llr¡cd alone,

functlonlng very wetl wlth mtnlmal Êupport of daughtar." Tvo rseks bcfore

she was admltted, she had beco¡ne dteturbed a¡rd normd ln wLth her daughter

a¡rd þr fanrlly, But Lcttle kept the household awske at nigltt wlth hcr

conplalnts and Bcreamsr eo her daughter had hcr ccrtlfled. IIer agÞ, thc

acutêneBs of her dlsturbance, a¡rd the fact that her daughter had hcr

or¡¿ fa¡nlly to care for led to th1¡ certlflcatlon. Lcttle wae not Þlng

a good mother or grandrnother, so åhe waa turned lnto a patlent. Êihc

was a trrrden, b¡t sho was not almply abandoned. Iler two chlldren and

thelr fmlttce vlslted at lesst trplce ln the month she was 1n hoapltal,

betore her death. The hoapltal. can bc seen here as p€rfc.mrng lte tvo-

fold functton ln regard to the tarnily: provldtng a hlghor levcl of

technlcal erpertlse, aÉireduclng the tcnslon wlthln the famlly b¡l removlng

one ol tte m€mbere.

A slmtlar sttuatlon occurred 1n ttre ceae of Rlta Grantr a elxty-

aeven yoar old wldo¡ who ltved alone, h¡t who r¡lsltcd with Ìpr daughterto

f,arnlly. Tlæ'r€r 'ln qulte dlrectly threatened the tnrnony of the next

gonoratlon,

Har daughter ls beæmtng afratd of her and thc grand-
chlldren ar6 vsry upret by l¡er ¡houtlng at then. Shc
once ratsed a carving knlfc to har daughter ln a
threatenlng attltude, but dld not uee lt. $l¡e 1¡
maklng liballou¡ atatements ln publlc about verlous
relatlves. Be@ne6 very depressed and emotlonal .

Rlta wae obvlotrsly no good, even ea a baby-51tten, whlle In thls atatct

Eo she wag reno\¡od. Her daughter, however, 'retalned her f,lI lal' @nOefî

and we¡ "wllIlng to take her mother a8 õoon as ahe 1s well enough." ThlS

also was the cgse wlth lloselind l{ugheet darrghter, rho had Rosallnd certlfled

bscause she could not care for and keep clean elther heraslf or har rcx)n.

The d+rghtcr, however, remaLned "anxloug to look after rctlpr and be

reaponalble for her.rr In both ttrese caaes, the claughtera were "goodtt ln

thelr wll!,lngneae to ca¡e for thelr oryn famllles of procreatton and, al
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scll, totalce on thc rcsponalbtl'lty lor thcLr fantly of orlgln. The qxta¡t

famlly wa¡ tho tocuar and thc good woman carcd for three Ssrcr¡tton¡r Both

^Rlta and Ro¡cltnd had their functlon¡ and resPonelbllltlea rcduccd; all

thcy had to do wa¡ bs good patlents, whtch mcant bctng "manogcab[G."

A negetlve varlatl.on of thle thrce gencratlonql conPlex 1¡ lq¡nd wlth

Eve Innea. Llvo dld not com fron a good fanlly'

Homc Ilfe hE¡ bccn unhnppy. Her nothcrra l¡t hu¡bs¡rd
ueed to Þet hetr €apêctally when shé wes pregnant. Hc
comlttod sulcldc by pot¡on when E\t€ sa¡ 1{. Shc felt
lp wae klnd to hÉr¡ hos€Y€ro He drank wlne heatrlly. . .
ó ycarr ago her nrottrer narrlcd agelu. I man who also
drtnk¡ and knock¡ her aþout. Th13 man le very dlfficult
to llvc stth. . . . At tbe agc of L?, Evc narrlccl whlllt
pregaant a¡¡d 7 weeka l¿ter the buaband sufcldedr al¡o
b¡r polaon. lFofore that be bcat ha, b¡ly tbo 7 wcek¡
had bccn happy on€a. . . r Tlpn hcr twln el¡terr¡ hu¡b¡rd
robbcd Ever¡ balonglngrr latcr he kllld tlp twtn ¡l¡tcrf¡
ó week old baby¡ whlah wag nearly the age of !ìvere own
daughtcr.

Bve felt ¡ulcldal¡ and edmltted lrcr¡cll to OloDÉldc ln 196[)r then tour norc

tlmc¡ 1n the nrxt r1x ]€errr Bctwccn dml¡¡lo¡r¡ ¡Ìp llved at homr dccpltr

hcr nother dcnandlng thfoc quertcr¡ of hor pcnelon ea board. thc rcthcr

lookcd atter har chtld much of the tlmc, and acq,¡¡ed Evc of balng "c!'u¡l

to ttre cblld." Evc accr¡¡cd tl¡c rnothlr, ln turn¡ of drlnklng all thc ttne

end cxpcctlng åìve to do sU tho vorkr Thc a¡rtagonÍln of thc tno woncn

tocr¡¡¡cd upon the cl¡ltd. Thc ¡nothcr had glven up €v.n trylng to ba a

good nother to Eve, end tranefs*cd hcr ce¡c to hcr grandchlld.

I e¡n rrltlng to let you knctxt Doctor tht ëg g 99¡!.98
hone þ sleep glLgæ lt fs not fal¡ f* "Y 

llttlc Grand
Daughtcr to havc to glvc up her dvn bcd. I'\lË got ¡g
thanke whatewr from Eve by ellowlng hcr to oolp hotil.

Eve dl<l not ¡eally kJrd/ hor to be good - elther aa daughtor ol nottrer.

Shc "threetencd to kllL her daughter an<l motho a¡rd thcn horeelf.t' Shl

was rcs€rrtful that 1n tb6 battte for her clrlld she had lo¡t to her mothor,

wlth the ahlld decrarlng that "shc doconrt wa¡rt any furtbcr deallng¡ wlth

hGr.rr Belng e n¡tural mother waô not onough, a¡d evcn thc Glon¡ldr

doctor¡ Jotncd thc freyr unlear Evc lmproved her bchavlq.¡r, ¡h ahould

not bc lnvolvud wtth chlldrên.



1iE.

It appcars that wbcn elck Eve haa a very low
tolerance of fruetratlon ånd tends to react to
thwartlng ln an exproslve wey' one ¡nust bc
very concerned that Eveta young dar¡ghter la not
exposed to further vlolent aegault.

At one polnt sterlllzatlon was suggeetedt lf flve could not be Bood¡ sþ

ehould not b a mother at all.

(d) Íiexual ltY

Flnally, Iet us turn ageln to the lesue of good wlvðã. One aepcct

of wlfehood that was dlsc¡¡ssed 1n the case notec wes that of sexuallty.

ThlG aspect asgurpd lmportanco because of the Freudlan lnfluence¡ ln

psychletric thaony during the yearc of the 6urv€y (192O-7O). It wa8 nott

how€vcr, an area of lmportance 1¡r the lmage of tl¡o good wlfe fncr¡Icated

by the educatlon lnstltution. Or rather, f.t was Êe€n rÌE e very dellcate

area thut ehoulcl be dealt rrlth 1n the privacy of the home, not thc publlc

world of the cchool.l The le¡ue wao d€bated for slxty yoêrs bforc acx

educatlon $ras gfv€n to all children tn the titate educatlon "y"t.t.z Ae

1. Thla perceptlon wae glven rather armrslng expreesÍon by Captatn S.A.
llhlte, Íitetc Commlsaloncr of the Boy Scoutor AsÊoclatlon, ln 1929:
"I thlnk the old method of teachtng tlre chlld Et tbe knee and grsd-
ually llftlng the vell wa3 Eqlnd." Thc RceLaterr Sl July 19ær 1n
Condon, NewsoaoeJ Cllpptng Books, lg39-3o¡ Þ. ?ß4.

2. The Queetion wag ralsed tn the 1912 Royal Conml¡alon on Educatlon¡
aec €rpeclally the evtdonce of Dr. ll.R. Smlth and the Rcvercnd J.C.
Klrby. The coumlssion dectded agalnst eex physlology as e anb;þct
(94:å. No. ?ö, 1913t par. %l). Fron 1916 to lÐ27, a volunteer
speaker from tl¡e Australaslan lfhlte Croes League spoke to boya over
12 only on tho ncêd for purlty (s.A.A. r GRG l8/l/'81/1fJ22r. By
1960r ttle S.A. lltarriage Guldance councfl was nrnnlng Fether 3nd Son,
Mothcr and Daughter, 36sa1ona or¡trlde thc educatlon cystcn; ln 1970

thay bagan a pllot cour6€ ln Human Relatlong at two Toelmlcal Hlgh
Schools; and fl,nally, Ln 1972, the Mlnloter of Educatlon announced
the establlehnent of e new Health Course for $chools, whlch lneluded
naterl¡I for ¡ex educatlon and for reletlonshlps bctrecn peoplc
(l,larrlage Guldance Councll of South i\ustralla, Annual Reporta,
196(), 1970, 1y-72).



tt.g.

Tablc 4. Gloetdc llomn

--
Llvlne

Ntæ, .æ statug -@ gå!b.
let No.
rldm. ot
- -Ad¡nE¡

Dl,a¡noslr

-
Lettle

Bet¡kE

Nora
Davl¡

Vera
Kfng

llorle
Çlucnnall

Irl¡
\tfentworth

Barbara
Evatt

Ruby
GoYem

itendy
Logan

C1alre
Àiaeters

A¡rnaÞI1e 4l
Nehler

U \Tldor 2

õ6 wldof,

{5 Ma¡rled Several

44 0e facto p

ã9 Ma¡rled 2

39 Marrled 2

43 lllarrie¡t 2

40 hlarrlÊd Sevsral

39 De facto 12

Daughterrs 19?()
f anlly

? lsrõ I

severo llndo-
gpnoul
Ðepresslon

?

1945 I $chtzophrenla

t

49 [farrled

rTlth
lenlly
ìytth
famlly
wlth
f an1ly
wlth
føn11y

rHlth
fantly
wlth
fen1ly
ì{lth
fanlly
r{1th
parenta

tf tth
fanl1y
Yf 1th
tlþthar
1ï1th
famlly
rf 1th
f autlly

1950 1

1968 ã

1950 4

19815 I

1954 1

19õ6 I

19s7

1965

1gão I

1963 3

1961 7

196()

1969

I 96t

1S65

1966

Psrarþld
schlz.ophr€Dta

Depresslve
Neuroels

Manlc-
Depresslon

SchLzophrenta

Pa¡anold
Statc
Depresslon

Schlzophrenla

Schtzophrenlc
Reactlon

Reaetlve
Deprcaaton

Depreeelve
Neunosts

ObÊ€cBfvs
Conpulslve
Nêuroslc

IÞprossl.nc
Beactlon

Manlc-
Depresslon

Inadequate
PeraonalLty

Inunafure
Pcrsonall.ty
DlsordBr

Inadequate
Personallty
Paychoneulotlc
Dcprcaalon

Betty
Oeborn

Deldre
Qullper

Holen
Vane

Jean
York

Katle
nllen

May
CoILXns

l'ay
Johna

G¡,EN
Klrk

Ileether
Law¡on

Irene
l,'lenton

8lnglc

3

9

1

3()

39

3F

34

43

18

17

t7

19

Slngle

Ma¡ried

Ìta¡rled

[ta¡rLed 5

Matrled $everal

Slngle

Single

[iingle

1

3

I

t

B

5

6

1rlth
fær11y

vlth
famlLy

lf lth
Dnr0ù1e

lf lth
¡r¡cthcr

tf 1th
Eleter
wlth
frlend¡

1

2

3slnglc r970
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!t errerges from the csse notes qf the G1ensldo women, a good wlfers

senratlty lnvolvecl falthf,r¡lnesar dlaclpllne and lega1tty, procceotlon,

and enJoynent.

In ma¡y of the cgeesr the wÍfe occuaecl the husband of lnfldelfty¡

whether this wês baeed on fantasy or reallty. Thus, Irla x'{entworth

complelned, "my husbancl wa¡tts l,n get rict of ne bocauec he has a glrl-

frlendJ (LIas he?) rI donrt thlnk hB hae.frr In fewer cases clid the husband

accuse the wtfe -- ln fact 1t \¡ra6 ouly Èn the inÍgrarrt c€râeg that thle

elenent came out strongly (see Chapter F'uur below) q ¡\part fro¡n these

caaes, the..vffels sexual lnficiellty was mentioned only wltlì r€gerd to

Kaüie A1 len, wlro "forrne<l En attachmerrt with ån €x'?atient"¿tnc1 theresfter

hed "tormentlng droams" of guitt; 6nd to Betty Oelprne -- rrsppalently

tlp marrlage 16 not unlforrnly happy urtth seÐ(ua'l lapses by both partn€r3.fl

' The ciuestlon of clisclpllne revolvgtl 6¡¡el¡nd legal status! a good

mother mlct, by dof1n1tlon, be marrløci. In 1955, clalre t'fûsterF was thlrty-

'.ni$a . wLth twelve chlldren by lrer de facto ltusbandr The youngest

chilct ìra.s sent away $rherr ahe waF arllui,tt,t¡rì tg Ûlenslcte. "B"bV ls betrrg

crr¡êd for by good people¡ wholn Uleire hopes wfII keep ttre chlld and glvc

It a tntter chånce ln life than she Ìraclç" Apart frorn the extr¿rustlon of

caring for such a larga f,anily, clalre herself clalnracl that lt YaB bor

un¡narrLed, non-legal etatue that most depreesed her. "Tt¡Lnks sbe would

be bàppl.er |f tlþ legal slde of her donestlc Ilfe rvas eottled." TÌ¡ere 1¡

no In<i1catlon ln the notes that lt was. Darbara llvatt hnd aleo been ln

e de facto relatlonehlp and "warited to get matrled ln a wayr" tnt ehe

c¡idnrt or coukl¡rf t. Wlren hor eeænd lllegtttmate chlld waË on the wsy

lrr 1937, Ìnwever, slF f,eIt desper;te -- so doe¡ærate Es to a¡tgwer a Dew!-

pap€r od. and nar¡T & n¡Ên who ¡vas to becoms thc bane of, hcr l1fe. "SayD

ahc put on ân racti thl¡ mornlng ln the hop that l¡Br ln¡sband who ha¡ e

hsart d1s6gc€ would bave e beart attack a¡d dlc. Seyr she ha¡ had 23 ycarr
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of mlaery." An tllegltl.mate chlld and Lts cone€quent adoptlon were the

dlrect csr¡se of l;eldre qullper'e ad¡rlsslon ln 1949. Tlp father \YaÉ a

m¡rrrled ma¡r "rflho dlcl everything poselbler" exc€pt tllvorce hls wlfe a¡rd

marry Deldre, rvlrlcl¡ was the only way to cover the staln of the tlleglt-

lmacy. Deldrers fenlly, who were strlct cathorlcsf dld not nontlon the

child "ln order to holp her forget." ìlrith no support fro¡l her famlly,

Ileldre atternpted to regnln custody of lrer chtld who had already beear

adopted. $ho began to have "ldeas of persecrrtlon, tulks irratlo'nallyr"

emd wae aclmltted to Glenslde under certif lcatlon.

The blrtL of (ìwc.n'lilrkrs chflct placed her conrpletely outslde tho

bounds of legallty. l{ot only r¿rss she not married, but sho could not

have been hard Bhe wishecl. 'l'l¡e f¡rtlrer was alreêdy married; and since

Gwen was only fourteen she hari to boar not only tho stigrna of bolng an \

unms¡.ried not¡er whlc¡ ruined futurc rc¡l¡rtlonshl-ps (lvhen sh€ lYats slxteen,

t'her ¡llrlfrieuci deciclecl to tetl her new boy frlendrs fanlly about tør

lllegitlmate chlld nnd tfrrybecarfle cold towards her"), ht slc rvas a'lp

placed undor tho custody of the Juvenile üourt untll slre '¡,ae etghtecrt

ae belng "un@ntro1led." Bocauge Qwe¡r cr¡ntinuecl to har¡e eexual relatl,onr

witlrout the lntentlon of marriagea or even conrnitt¡nent, her behavlour

came to be Êgen by the psychlatrists at Gl,enelde aE n¡ore thsn extra-

tegal., lndeed "psycbpathlc.'t t'lhile under nlnl¡m¡m supervlel,on at the

trospital , lvlren she waa EuppoÊed to l¡e lookfng for work, she was lnstead

engaged ln "prostitutlon." A sense of, extreme fruetratlon et provtdlng

unouccesgful treatment ar¡d outrago at her tfåttng of lagal lty and

conwntlon wae conveyed ln her psyehlatrl.strs notea:

r hltst ahe ts not prepared to sutunlt hereelf to the
lnevltable reglmentntlon v¿hich goea on 1n âny lnetltut-
ion, she has also flaunted tho queetlon of lpnesty wLth
¡nen, remalnlng unprepared to honour proml6€a. . . . I
do not thlnk that thle hoapltal can tolerete to be made
thc vantgge polnt for llllclt lovô actlvlty. Bccau¡c of
lt, and bcauge of her contentlon thet ehÊ he¡ no rcro to
lore anybow by a more rlglct adhcrenee to rcclel convcntlont
there t¡ b¡t onê remalnl¡rg optlon whlch 1s to allos thl¡



tzz.

rÍoman to leave thls hospltal . . . . It wae thq.¡ght
flt to recommend her admle¡ton to Jeil on re¡nand ( for
tneufflclent meang of support) rather than a return
here, ln the hope that thls nay perhaps drlve homc ¡
lesæn. zFer sttempts to seduce authorlty ftgtrøs7
underscore¡ the lothat nature of her acqualntanæ.

Marrlage ryas a deslred and necessary atate for a good vona¡¡qlfc-mother.

But. nonetlcless, there were nrong wEyE of going about gettlng msr¡led.

lrnnabelle NeÌúer pureued the ldeal ln rather too aingle-mlnded a faehlon,

and took the ldeologlcal cllclúe too r¡uch at face-value.

She 1e 36 years old a¡rd considers lt ls the "natural and
lawfi¡l thlng" that she should be marrled. Accordlngly,
she cÌ¡asect after a IIBn fconstaritly breaklng lnto hla
house and refuslng to leave hlm aloneT arrd says ahÊ

Ioves hlm. Yihen aaked whether he hae sald he lovee her,
ahe eayar "you dontt have to s4y those things you Just
know". . Ç . She cannot appreciate that l¡er attltude
end bchavlour ln relatlon to Æentlng marrlage and
farnlly7 ls at all unucr¡al. "You donrt get anything lf
you dontt perelst, do ¡rou?"

A good woman's aexual reletlone must be dlsclpllned, engaged 1n only undcr

clrcumstencee of nutual conaGnt, and onetralned by tegallty and soclal

convent lon.

In terme of a good wo¡nant¡ behavlour as rEgardÊ procreatlon, thc

aspect of legltlnacy has been diseu¡sed above. But thare were other aepecta

yhlch aff,ected the Glenslde women. Normal women w6ro suppoeed to havo

normal chlldren -- or so went the ldeologlcal prelcrlptlon. Both Helcn

Vane and Katle Allen were dlsturbcd by ha.vlng borne mentally retarded

chlldren¡ Good women ehould also have norrnal chlldblrtha¡ and bc un-

affected by them except for lncreased happf.nega¡ But Barbara Evatt

¡uffered from ¡evere deprcsslon after the btrths of both her drlldren, BE

dld tll¡ree of the rnlgrant moth6a.l Jrro York had had e¡r ectoplc pregnancy

A øtudy ln 1968 fourd that et lcaat half of all wonen aufferêd
depresslon¡ t'the Bluee" after glvlng blrth, and that 1O.8h Ìverc mre
revcrely deprcseed to the polnt of belng dlagnoeed as Buffertng
"psychotlc puerperal dcpreerlon." B. Pltt: "tAtyplcelf Deprearlon
Fol lowlng Chlldblrthtr, Brltigh Jq.¡rnal of Peychlelry. 114 (Nov¿ 1968)
pp. 1325-35. Sce also F. Wegton, "Psychf.atrlc Sequelae to Lega1
Abortlon ln South Auatrallar" , I (19?3),
pp. 3õO-ö{.

l.

t
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snd "felt lnferior efter thte tlrat she couldn't have furtlnr children."

Ituþ Govern and Iær husbsnd had beon unable to produco their orvn childrsn

a¡rd hacl arlopted truo., Thereafter¡ pa:'t of Ilubyrs clepreeefon lnvdlv€d her

Þlng ¡:erplexed "aB to hor attltude to her aclopted chlldren."

lïlvesr enþyuront of een¡ality was dealt wlth anblguouely ln the

case noteg, Cood wolænrvlrns-rtlcthers werc. necgssarily tleflned fn and by

thelr relatlons to men. lilr¡t herr.:, in actual heteroeexuÉ¡l relatlons ånd

ln tndlvlclua-L womenrs f€Éllngs ebut thclr own sexuo.lityr tl¡e confused

nature of the tdeology 1-t3çç¡',¡r.'r' li;':Íìt'€rlti or rather, the runblguous metul-

ing of e:rpocted behaÉour a¡¡d tiie extre¡¡re range of ¿¡.ctual bel¡avlour

crt¡ated a $Ituetlon whgr€ lndivlduat neaning i8 difí:icult to understand,

and soclal nterurlng i¡¡ al¡nost totally obsq¡red.

In taking psychlatrlc caae hlstonies, the Glenslde doctorg were

req¡ined to enqulro lnto tl¡elr pntlo¡rtsf sex L1ves. "i'rem&rltal and

nerltal. sex hlEtory" wa6 expoctect to bo taken und recorded in the lnltlal

intervlew, althougl¡ thls wes not always done, a¡rd ln fact was quite rare

before the 19R)s. Tbe ease hi¡;tories were also expected to contaln a

descrlptÍon of "tlro onset, duraticrr and progreçs of the patlentfs lllneea,

inclucling thelr corn¡:leint oyo¡þ¿f,i¡¡.rr ThiB nnant that the sexual

fa¡rtasies of ti¡e patlents wel'e sometÍmes r€corded. I¡lnally, tlÉ notes

also containe<l the psychistrlstsr lmpresslone of the patlents, and herc

was often relvealecl the lcleologtcal f ramework wLthln wt¡lch the professlonel

perce¡rtlon operated.

As regerds the sexual hlstory, 1t was really only where narltal or

eexual unhappiness was qulte expll,cltly Ínvolved 1n the tromants d1õtr6sa

thêt 1t wa,s recorded. Othe¡ruise, thero wero mer€ly o.rreory statomentst

Lf at all. Thus, Lettle Eanks had "apperently a happy unlon'r¡ Vera Klng

i,nltlally spoke "of hsr ilarltal happlneasr s¡rd how good her thubbyt waatt¡

Dorle Quonnallr¡ husband waa "no troublc'r¡ wcndy Logan "had a¡t occaglonal

quarrpl wltb lrar hurba¡¡d (b¡t tcnrt there alwaya f lghtlng golng on?) tr¡t
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really they loved each other.rr Such commenta urere mea¡rt try the wonen to

renÞv€ the sexur:]. dimerrslon of thelr lfves from the tnqulry of the pay-

chf.atrlst. In effect, they were soylng, ny sexlmarital ltfe 1¡ prlvetet

Ietrs talk about tÌ¡e other facats of my life that arentt. It ì{aÉ usually

only when a wonan fett bu.dly about hor eexuallty or lnarltal rolatione that

gl¡e witllngly expanded uPon lt.

Jean York, who trad a¡r obsesslonal f,eù of gertns, V.D. and sellÊn,

qulte underst¿urciably founci lntercourge less thr:,n pleosurùble: "marriage

atrlght, tt-tt sho l,s cold ancl i:r.r¡¡rded. iÞforer a couple of tlres a week,

now rarely; ncver Ujot ¡nuch out of lt, nono novr.'r Jean also felt "gUllty

re lnasturbation ss substltute for marttol' |¡¡ter@urse." Ìionetheless,

.Ieon wa¡rtert chlldren, "felt inferlor" because she coultl hove no more, and

yrag dlstr€ssed that she r",¿as ¡rot a good wlfe! "I r';a¡rt to be out of hero

trrt I rvant to bo rvell. ¡ ? . lly ltfe is Just dralnlng away and I a.nt

Iosing my fanrÍIy." A sl¡nllally lrrnoblllzing contradictlon <lepreseed líatLe

Allen. Kotfe "18 in ¡.lart sornewhet repelled by sexual lntercourse, yet

shs tvaritet her lusband lrut uc'ems to 1oe€ lntereFt." $Ìns wa¡¡ted to satlsfy

her husbandr tr¡t couldnrt¡ "stlll flnds she ie frlgi.d wlth her husbend."

$tre was ablo, lnwover, to h¿rve a gexual affetr ¡'hil,e ln hospltel . Cause

a¡rd effoct 1n frlglcìity are notorl<ruely dlfflcr¡lt to determlne. In

líatietE c&se, the frfuidlty was portty sffected by the rosentmtrrt she felt
h¡¡band

to$ta.rds t"i?-ffii-partly also affectecl by lrer lack of enJoyment, "only one

cllmax in my married Ilfe" (over tr.venty yearg). Ì,iay CollLne aleo exp€cted

Eexual enþyrnent from norrlager er¡cl dld not get lt. $he had never loved

hor husband txjt marrled him durtrrg tl.re war as an êxcuae to lesve home.

file soon "urrote to husbancl for clivorce, he tÌldnrt come back after the rvar

for slx npnthg. 'Ibelr marriclge ltas been unhappy ever gincs.rt Mayre

reapon6e to this unhappy sltuatl.on waÊ, flretly, to booræ "frLgtd tæa¡d¡

hl-¡n. llas only felt sexuatly towards ht¡r¡ e fev tlnea ln her na¡r1od llfet'

(agala, over twenty yeara), Éiêcondly, sha b¡1lt up 8ørua1 fantaslee a¡¡d



t?ß.

oventually actcd them out -- fallfng ln love wlth doctorr¡ wandcrlng

at nlght ln order tr¡ be plcked up by men ("one nlght volces told her to

Ieave hone end keep walktng untll someone ca¡ne along ond gave her a llft.

¿$he was plcked up by aome mên for seg"); beconlng fllrtatlou3 ln tho

hospltal ("gay, gfrlteh, especlally ln the company of the young malc

patlente. In elcment, dreesed and made up to the trllt'r)¡ bcænlng

sulcldal 6nd aggresolve (ttyou ate a baetardr all men aro basta¡ds, Crod

la a bastÊrd").

l{fth ttese marrled u¡orn€n, aexual lty was a constel¡.atlon of anblg-

uitle¡. $ex waa for procreatlon; lt wag m6ant to be mutually enJoyable¡

Lt waa a huebandre conJugal rtght and an essentlal component of narrlage¡

It saa neant to result ln orgasn; it was dlrty, ht must be put up wlth.

These arnblgultlos were not reetrlcted, houever, to måIrled women. Nlne-

teen yea¡. Old Irene,Ma¡r.tOn'had been havlng "lntercorrrse atncc 13, ncvQr

goto arrythlng out of lt q- makèa boyfrlcnds foel clota.rr In Irencre

eyes, scx was to kecp men happy¡ for a woman lt was an unenJoyable rnGans

to the nore enJoyablo end of soclal lntlmacy. But sex for a ainglc wonan

waÊ fraught wlth danger. By Salnlng a bytllend through scx ehc could

loae soclal reepect through pr€gnancyr end thereby loge cverythlng. Thlg

eltuatlon has been ltluetrated above ln the caae of Gwen Klrk. It leld
t/

Heather Lawgon to atternpt sulcldc.

Slnce belng 1n Adolalde sh€ teamed up r'lth e marrled
nan and had lntercourge several tlmes but clalmg that
this hae nev€r happened before. Thls mants vrlfe found
out about the "nlgger ln the woodpllet' and tharê was
a great showclor¡rn at which thls na¡lrs wlfer Heather a¡rd
lleatherf¡ eleter were prcsent. Following thls heated
argunent Heather took an overdoEe.

Fay Jolne wss ctghteen and dlagnosed aE havi.ng en lnÊd€quatc peraonallty.

ghe could "nl:c wlth her oçn sex qulte rrell . She eaya sbê cannot ml¡c wl'th

men or ¡pys of eny age a¡¡d cEnnot relan or thlnk of what to Eay.tt Shc wa¡

hlghly eclf-conacfous and fett lnferlor when wlth boysr took trenqullllsGrs
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ln order to rela:r, beeame edctlctcdr Ênd ovGrdoscd. Sh€ later trled anothc

teck, tr¡t lt too had unfortunete oonsequences.

The ¡tcady boyfrtond she met at a day hospltal
hs¡ bcen havlng scxual lntercourse wlth her and
¡hÊ f,sercd she nlght be pregnant. tfhen she told
the aunt wlth whom ÉÌrt was staylng the aunt rarrg
up tle boyfrlend a¡rd forbade htm to vlslt the homs.
Slp has not seen the boyfriend 51nce.

The pattetr¡ ìt'as repeated some yêa¡e later. $he becamo pregnant by e married

man, had an abortlon and wae upset; t'lt was the only thtng she had cver

had to love." At the conclusion of her case notec, however, Fay eeened

sonewhat better off. She wae ndrr twenty-flve, and "relatlonahlp tclth nan

nuch the 6&¡n€r app€ars completely drug freê."

Ihese anblgr¡ltles 1n the lLves of both marrled and slngle women

concernlng so¡r and men were constantly thrown up ln the deluglons a¡td

f antasl,ee of many of the eanrpled $oÍr€Do There were f antasleg (sÀ/or

res¡litlea) of fear of V.D., of pregnÊncJr and of rape; there were

accuaatlone that "ren Trere thÊ cEr¡se of women havlng perloden and alleg-

atlone of nolcstatlon; tlÞrc was gullt, Joalouey, lonellness and hoetlllty¡

ttrere wee total revulalon agalngt sex as belng srlnal and perverted. On

the other elde, there was Nora Davls wantlng to rush home in order to

consummate her non-exlstent narrlage; Annabelle Nehler who inslstêd lt

was "nstural to want lovlng and hatlng"; Bellnda Itranklln vrho asserted

thatttshe hae power over any man she meetÉ, arouÉilng hlm EexuaUy.t'

(e) Psychlatrlsts and sexuallty

So¡newhat rcre clear-q¡t¡ beceuse more conolatent, vere the attltudea

towarde sexual behavlour exprcs¡Gd b'¡r the psychlatriate, although here

there n'a¡ a certaln confuslon between thelr profeeslonal dlaclpltne snd

the fra¡nework of personal morallty/ldeology wlthln whlch that dlsclpllnc

opGratad.
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TabÌe 5. Glensírle iTomon

Na¡e
L lvlnr

/rcê fìtatus Chllclrcn S Ít r¡r.
lat
/rClr¡lo

þ'.
of
Âdms.

lllaertosLs

-I,f a¡y
Certor

/\¡rnabello
NehIer

Ðollnda
1¡rankl1n

live
Irures

Gwen
l.iirk

Irene
li¡anton

Joyce
Norrls

67 Llarried

4l $lngle

t7 [Jlngle

æ lYldow

17 Slngle

19 Ítlngle

ìTLth
husba¡rd

r,/lth
parenta

t;flth
parent e

li lth
rmthe'r

Ïf lth
nrctÌ¡er

}Ttth
frlends
I)arents/
GlrlF t

llo¡r¡c

r955

l9,ö7

t9È¿2 12

196()

1065

197lJ

¡97()

ChronXc Par¡-
phrenla wlth
b'lorld ]¡ee,turot

I,ianlc-
Depreeslon

Inadequato
I,ereonallty
Imature Pcr¡on-
allty Dfsotdar
Peychoneurotlc
LÞpreesLon

Íioclopathlc
Porsonallty
I,$leorder

1

I $chtzophr€nla

1

¡

5

tJ

fi

J¿15 Slngle

Upon enterfrrg hospltal , each ìiloman v¡nË r'equr-red to undergg a fl¡ll' medlcal

exa¡nlnatlon, vhlch entalled uncìresslng. i{esl Étanee to thls wna aoÍþtimea

talçen FrB a El.il¡ o{ sexual maladjustrnent. Msry Ca.rter IrBa'lresistlve and

atrrslvertt tut co-operatecl after a whfLe. Nonothelors, she ,rlLd not llke

her male doctor. "l,laty always ¡5ets up ancl welks alray whenever I go erouud

saylng goocl mornf.n¡1 to the patients. $ho eeems unduly aggressive toçrardg

men (clæsntt mtnd the nurses at alt) suggesting that there may be êfi

uncon$cious ho¡noee:<ueL basls for trer psycl¡oglaort ThJ.s, ltorvever, wes ln

1955¡ thero u'ere EJ.x doetors for seventeon hundred patients, Ênd all thc

doctors were ¡nale. lhryrs cloctor dlrt not dletlngutsh between himEelf ae

an autbortty flgure and as a na¡r, so he could not lmagfnc that sln mlght

have been reactlng eÊ;alnet hls Frower over her, not his malenesÉ. She wa¡

dlagnosod ae belng a florld chronÍc paraphrenlc. On the other hand, Lfary

conglderêd beraelf pcrtectly ratlonal, aÌrd lelt that ehe ahould not bc
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placed ln such an lgnomtnlous posltlon slnce iìhe cane frorn a hlgh c.lacs

famlly.
't'I an a larly, look trt rny l¡andE. . . . I am a
true ttBlu€.tt ttoh, go away you Etupld ma¡r. r
dontt know you; I've never seen you before in
my Ilfer" then turned her eyes heavenwa¡d¡ a¡rd
exctairßd, "Oh, Ood, pleaee take ms êway from
these terrlhle peoplo."

Mary æuld treat the nursee well - Þca¡ae they vere Eervantt, Doctore

were si,nply upstart annoyancee who were ob¡tructlng her.

A¡rnabell,e Nehler's reaction to the physical exs¡rlnatlon wae al¡o

taken as belng a symptom of her paranoid schlzophrenla wlth lts ctnong

"soxual GIe¡neOt": "thg.Ve I got to be exarnlned aII over qgaln. !'11 thy

sex maullnge. Get your own head €xÊ¡nin€d.t" r)n the other handr to be

too co-op€ratlve wlth the exs¡nlnetlon vas algo a aympton of disorder.

Irene Manto¡r ttaeemed quf,te pleeeecl to be physlca.l Iy exanlnod." She Wac

a"l,ao "qulte prettytt and "s€ductiv€rtt gnl was "¡nlxlng well with nale

patlents." Although tt la dlfflcr¡It to distlngulsh, there dgos appea¡ to

be con¡lderable mlxlng of noral and medical perceptiona ln conme¡rtr llkc

Êt¡oee 1n the note8. Insofar as pert of lrene'e ¡rroblem was a€en to bc

"sexual confuelonr" then the above statelænta can be taken ea obJectlvc

profoËslonal observatlon. But the co¡nments abo¡t Joyce Norris seem to

be nore indlcatlve of a rprsl perceptlon of what a good woman should look

a¡rd act llke. ".foyce la e dark complexloned glrl rvith pleaaa¡¡t feutütÊ3r

ShÊ he6 shtny bleck-Eown hair whlch 1s uncut and unco¡nbed. She we¡lt no

nake-up and partty bcauae of Ìpr hlue shlrt and trouaera, heg Bn unfem-

1nlne app€rrance." Thl.s was 1968 a¡rd Joyce was flfteen. Her peychletrlet

soem€d to be laylng ddvn a etanda¡d: drssses and meke-up w€re n€qcã3Bry

to be femlnlne, a healthy anct good u'o¡nsn. Anythlng outslde thls ¡tanderd

was llable to be se€n as part of the womanfs problem. In Joycers caae,

devlatlon fron the eta¡rda¡d could potentlally lmply homosenrallty.

"Prelatlonship wlth Nurs€ B.7rt There wea a tone of rel,lef expreesd later

Ln thc notc¡: "Joycc drea¡sd 1n fcnlnine clothec to attend wÊtd soc1gl,"
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t'a developlng young lass vlith heteroscxuãJ fx:lingsrt' "tbslle of bal1t

at ward dance.rt For a young ï'ronan not tO enJoy such social plsagures

wê$ pecullr¡r, and hence a syinptorl. .iivr:lunes, "tt Judge by her story

r r . wae allvays schizoicl; no boy frlønds, no darrctng, dlðl't want to gor

otc.r' But agaln, euch enþyment coultl gO too far. "Jgyce ts oapeble tO

exlst ßLg7 only rvherr slÉ te out of the ward or dnnclng or attendlng thc

parties. Uneble to face ttre rcaltty, saylnp; thet there is nothlng for

¡er in th,e future." Tlrc peyc!:Íatrlstsf l¡¡oraJ. norm of the good wor¡a¡ had

boen e>çressed -- tn te¡rns of uppeara¡¡ce a¡¡d eexuall.ty. I;eviatlon too

f¿.r' one $/ay or the other brcugìrt thetr professlonef norms itrto play.

One of the thlngs rpst clearly roveeled in the recortleci comrpnte

by the psychlatrlsts ts tlre ritfficulty they fcxrnci ln seporatlng thei¡

personal feellngs anci Juclgnrents fro¡r¡ thelr required professional obJeet-

Lvlty. \lhen tire Hornen were bostlle or seciuctlvo, they responcied as men

(thore $'ere very few fe¡na1e psyciriatriets durlng tire perLod), hrt tlry

had to dingnose antl treat as doctore. lJellnde Fra¡rklln Êpoir,e to hor

doctor of Ìrer scxual acivelttures. "'falks cf¡eerfully about ciotng wrongful

acts such as leaving honm arrd sleeping with ¡nen tvhich see¡nË nor¡nal tð lìer.rl

It rvas 19511 urd Llellncla \taE 6eventr:en. Such acts cortalnly v¿erenrt norally

normal to tx:r cloctor, tìrey vlortrted hl's standards c¡f se:R¡41 Propriotyt

e¡rrt lect hf.m to dlagnose her as rnontally 111 -- rather tha¡¡ imrpral. Then

Bellncìa tuy.,:necl hcr clrarn on him a.s a man. "ljhe follorvs this by soying

tirat I a¡n the ont¡ she really loves. l'ollows thie hy makLng etatements

calculated to aLlure rne tr¡t L¡ruslrj-n¡¡ me off rvlpn I shot¿ a¡ry lnter"est."

The rnost extrqr¡,',e oxam¡rle of this clif{icr¡Ity of personal-professional

oeparation a;ipeared Ln tl¡e notes of Grven }iÍrk. IIcr psychlatriEt kept

coplous notes a¡rci reveeled hi¡rtself far moro openly than wa,s usual . P83t

of hls mor¡¡l outrage ¿¡t Grvenrs bciravio¡r ]ras been closcribeci above. Beyond

thls, hovrever, hls notes reveal tho strong ldeoLoglcal,/rnoral unde¡?lnnlngg
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of, tlÞ p8ychl€¡tric therapeuttc proe€aa -- a proc€as aË m¡ch concerned

wlth tra¡rsforrning the patlent lnto a good \iloman as wlth rnaklng her 'fìt¡oll;t'

I regret to say that I dû riot have rûy posltlve
remainLng meana of irelpln¡; thls persül to keep out
of f,uturo troul¡Io. . . . If she rvere to be forced
fnto the troatrent sltuatlon, her rebellloug nature
would lfock the ¡:atir of flny successful Ínterventlon.
Out-PÊtlent managenrcnt, ogaln, Bee¡ns hardly sulted to
prevent her ¡rrosent course of dogradatlon. ÎÏp over-
all outlook unfortunately ls that thls young $roman

mcry not be able to stop shcrrt of beco¡rring a virtual
public proetLtute, or a good tlne glrL et leest.
'i'Ìrerapeuttcnlly lt i-s to be troped that tTm rcnainlngtlgretn of ¡;oodnesso 1r, thls pèrÊon may prevent her
becornin¡¡ [-:,,]rollytr Ì:ad. Rut the chrltlccs o.re that T¡er

irpulalvity and inabd.llty to put tirp betlveen ttrought
and deed rvlll cerry her further to the precfpice ol
dleaeter. . r . A plctr¡re of apparent lnnoconcer hel
exterl,or has eo fer boLlecl tho core of iror pcrsonalltyt
der¡old of ermtl,onel attrrctlon, despite her superflcial'
charme¡ ,\ llfemne fntarett to ¡,1õst oncom€ra. I lLkewlse
have to b€u¡are.

* t1

In the early ¡rart rrf thls cerrtury, a tpod u'ífe ¡¡rd r,pthcr ln $outh

¡l,ustralfa \yas a legally msrried tvorrrrür r,riro æoked an<å cle¿r¡rccl cnd sewed

for hel. husburcl ancì chl-l.dren¡ ijhe k¡rer:¡ lx¡rv to carc physlcalLy for bablea

and 1nvalícìe . 'llris rc'¡n¡lne¡cl tJr,e eorc of tire eclucatlr¡n l-nstitutlofrrs

fdeal to be tnculcatecl furto ¡;irls lvlro wcre une.blc tc do tlrese things

througtr iltultir¡¡t or tlrrougir cmul¡r.tion oî their ¡nothers or rnlstreaÊ@Br

I t rvas recr.rgniscrì thnt sttrnetirres tliie purely ¡rÌrysical brr<len became too

heavy for the goocì rvomiur, at rvirich tirns sirc rnigitt be ollowed an lnetlt-

utlonallzeci reai. Thc¡ e<luc¿tlon i¡rstitution cl 1d not rr:cogtrlse the nocegl-

ity to oxpancì its Ideal lnto the psychoJ-oglcal and relatl.onal dlmenslone

of famtJ.y life and rnarrlege untll the 197Oe, where this survey endsr
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The tt¡ro-generational nuclerar famLly was tho normf although a lot of

tenslon derlvecl from tlre conrnon exlstence of tlre three-genoretlonal famlly

complex. But goocl ¡mthers-ln-I¡l'f ¿ur<i ¡;o,xì <iauglrteru-1n-larv were e.ble

to reduce thlr: tension ancl meintain hannony pnd balance between the

three generations. Gootl npthors ir¿rd normal , ho,ptly pregns¡¡Icles and

trlrths. thon brought up rorr¡rêI a¡rd intelligent cl¡lLCren to læ tuoral ,

law-abldl¡rgr responsif ble anci indc¡rondent ctrlldren, for tvl¡o¡n tlrey stlll

c¡rred tut whom, f rorn tlrc 19fl)s on, they hacl to be ce¡xrful not to '!'"rnother'-!t'

Good wtveg were cotiUrßnions to thoir iruçba¡rds tln'ough good and bøl tl,rnst

a¡rd lÉsentrnent a¡r<l hostllity rvore forbfclden o¡notiotrs. They wera allowed

Ð cert4ln ir¡nou¡rt of flexibíItty ln tlelr ¡:crxual foclings¡ so long as

they kept thel"r husþa¡rde happy, were feritlrfut, only lrrocreated withln the

marrLage borrcl , and ìYere bÊsicalty not toq^g¡rCernod êbout sex at all.

Goocì n¡omen rvere hetcrose¡xuol . harr;ionloue a¡rcì homebound -- altlrough through-

out the tr'rcntleth-century thclre wÊÌs EoIìÞ acceptance of tirem working in

tte publlc economy¡ so long as tl.¡ts dlcl not lnterf,ere vltl¡ thelr fanily

lifo. The lro¡ne wae their work and their tcientlty. If thoy f altereclr the

psyctrlatric instltution holpec.l then re6ain thelr frxrting, theÛ goodness.

IJut if tlrcy lotit their home, tlion tlioy were truly 1ost.
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CTIAPTER ITIREE: GOOD tlOME{ âI{D Pi,BT,IC HOru(

I. thc olentldc Womntr Publ!.c tforklng Llycr.

IIr Th¡ Stnrctr¡rc ol tþ sor¡tb Australlan Publlc Econony.

(r) Tb Gc¡rsal Ptrbllc Econony

(b) Tþ Forsl¡ Publlc Ecomony

(1) 8l¡o antl Coqoalttqr of thc llorkforec

(11) Aroer oú lonorr Pa¡tlclpatlon

(fU) IlonDt¡ oacupatlonr

III. Tb Dltlcrcntl¡l TrcctËnt ot WoË¡.

(r)

(b)

Thc ArH.tratlon Syrtcn

Th¡ Scaond World Yar

IV. Thc Expcrlonpo ol lVork.

(r) Don¡tl.o Scrvlc¡

(b) Manulacturlng

(e) Profo¡¡fon¡l

(d) Glcrtcel uork
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GOOD l{O[ßN A¡.¡D'PUE Ic lrcRK

Over the pcrlod dealt wlth ln thl¡ theala, thcrc uGrc tlrrs€ baFlc

we¡rr ln whfch south Aurtrallan rvomn eor¡ld obtaln tlp maDB of thelr

cxl¡tcnocl through ttre fgrlly (fathcr¡ huebandr otr Bomotlrp¡ otber

rolatlve¡ - u¡ualty 1n r¡ctr¡¡¡gp for donrtlc rcrvlcc¡) ¡ through tho

Stctc (1¡ thc forn of penÊlon¡ -- urually only avallsblc u¡rdcr rtrtng3nt

cdrdltlott¡ whcn tho f s¡lly fell'cd) ¡ or through the aale of thclr ovn

lebour pdsr ln th¡ publlc ecosromlc epbero. (Throughout thlo ohapter,

"puulc" 1a uced to declgneta the wæld out¡l.ds the f,anlly. Tla "publld'

cconornlo aphcre or aector 1¡ uacd !"n corrtrast wlth ths "dornestlc"

apbcre; that le, tlp øntract t.B betr{son pald work a¡rd unpald houacwork,

not the type of onncrghlp lnvolvcdr) Thc laet chaptcr loohcd at thc

¡nca¡rlng ol thc concopt of the gæd wonan ln relrtlon to rlvcü and ætþr¡

rho obtatncd tbc t¡c¡¡r6 of thelr exl¡tcnec thrq¡gh the!.r ectlvltlca 1n

th¡ do¡ncotlc sphore, wlthln thct¡ fanlllee. In thi¡ chapter, I wl¡h to

look at thoac won¡en who worksd ln the publle econorry, a¡td to dL¡q¡s¡ thc

plaæ of publlc work Ln the llvo¡ of good ttoncru

I îbc Glcu¡ldo llo¡pnra Publlc ïlorklnq LlYe¡.a

In tha Aclmtaalona Rcglstere of G1enalds Hoapttal, thcrc was a

categorT, "Condltlqr of Llf,e and Prcvlor¡a Occupatlon.il Aa rcgards occu-

petlon, only elcvcn of the elxty sonen ln ny Eemplc vçro r€cordcd s¡

hevlng rny occupetlon otber tba¡r "hom ùrtlelr" "pcngloncrrtt or "petlont."

ÏYbn thc cate Dotca rter6 cxamlned, e furthæ fourteen patlcnte wcre

rcvcelcd as hevlng undertakcn publlc crnplo¡rmrt at conþ tlrne ln thãlr

llvcr, nallng twenty fivo 1n all abr¡t whon thor€ waÊ any cvldcnoc that

tbcy had cver workcd for a llvlng, e¡ dl¡tlnct fÌon sorklng for a¡rd ln

thol¡ lamtll¡¡.
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IgÞlg_l¡ Gtenrlcþ Youpn 1n thc Puhllc Eaonow

Occuoetlor

-

Publlo woaL
Þroorlenoc

-

Marlt.
Stotu¡ cl¡l,ld.

--

l

l¡t No.

-Adn. oú

- -Aö.
-

Na'm Born

Lcttlc
Ba¡.k¡

Vcra
KlDg

Cetlprlnc
Pa.r¡oll

1886 HD

I9æ HD

l9og Nun

1æ6 TTD

"ÌYhllo bu¡bcnd
unenployedt'

Nr¡¡ 1932dO
Intermlttent
do¡m¡t1a
l9dO-6(:}

"Va¡lq¡r ,tpb""
tgæ:go

Beltct danocr
c. tÐ?64?
Dog becdcr
19úO-OE

Scurtrc¡¡
c. 1923-02

Far¡¡ domatlc
e. 19ã)¡

Dongtlc?
t94ó

!¡i¡tlc teachâr
rgi|?-€?

t'Ha¡ not çork-
cd lor nar¡r
ycar!" (19ãg)

2 19?þ IW1ôr
(1e{e)

Dorücttto 1913- Marrled Sêv. 19116 I
17 (teft?)

Slnelc 1s97 {

Dc fapto 3
(1e90)

1900 r

-

-

Dorl¡
Quannat

Ëllon læe
Rlah¡¡d¡oo

Flona
stcrùt

(þrtrudc
Toohay

Harrl.t
Vcrnon

Ks¡cn
Alndt

Nlcole
DoIcl

Re.
Illlton

Torçra
Jankln¡

An¡absllc
Ncblcn

Chrlrtf¡c
PcrLl,n¡

Ilcldrc
Qr¡11p¡r

Ballct
De,ncGt

19OO Patlmt

19O? HD

1þE Doncstl.c

læ9 rID

1911 ¡rD

191{ }ID

1914 HD

l9r6 Hou¡c-
keepc

1917 Hourc¡n¿ld

Dlvorcd
(reüo)

19æ t

8lnglc 1939 0

Marrled
(?)

3 195õ I

8lne¡.c rs¿õ I

Dlrorccd 2
(1e46)

to{6 4

Scparatod ?
(rede)

194õ 2

Dresamal€r 1931- Slnglc
48

Hq¡¡checpçr
1933-46

Slnglc

Eoumkeopcr?
- 19ð (lntcr-
ntttøt)

7

Slngle

19AO I

1060 I

19õ? e

Marrlsd Scv. 19õS 2

Mr¡nltlonr l9{1-
{ü. LlgDt fac-
tory wock 1940-
go

19æ DI) Slnglc r leüo I
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Tablc I contlnued

Nar Born

- -

Ihrlt. lrt
Stahr¡ Chlld. Adu.

No.
of
Aù.

Hclm
Vsru

ilcan
forts

192¡ HW

1930 HW

t9æ IID

Do¡¡rc¡tlc ù{arrlod
t9g6-û3 (tg{O)
tlA.å,AF
19{2-{6

Ofûtec Masrlcd
pocltlont (1962)
19{O-03

S¡¡all fa¡n Ma¡rled
hclp¡r 1961 (? 19{3)
Fastory work
1ÐO¡r

Reccptl,rrnlnt
r983
Nureery Attcnd,
1964.€

&g$[¡e r$89{ßrvorcco
e8 (?)

P¡occr¡ wo¡{r Slryla
lssÐ
Hq¡æneld
l9æ
"world'196?-tt rfldoç
Intcrmlttc¡rt (f968)
doncetlc
tø61-87

Shorth¿¡¡d slnglc
typlrt? l9€fl-
6ð
Nur¡c 196õ
Housckeepcr
196õ
Verlouc 196ã-€7

Proccr¡ worlccr 51¡glo
1962
Nurrcry 19651

Va¡lnn¡s - I1vc-
ln, ¡elc¡ 1969-
64

Varlou¡ 1962 Slnglc
Sale¡ 19ø2.€4
Unmplo¡tcd 1965

S¡lcr lg68-þ Slnglc
Unenploycd 19?l)
Salc¡ l9'l0-?72

3

I

6

I

-

I

-

I

1

-

196¡1 8

r90t 7

tg€o I

1969 t

l9õ9 2

1931 ô

106S 6

198õ 6

100ü I

lgt() 3

Katlc
AIlcn

Nclllo 1928
Dclla¡nrc

Do¡tlna
Hqler

Evc
fnnc¡

Fay
iloh¡

(trvür
Klrk

IIeothæ
Lgao¡r

Irenc
Mantoo

Clcrk

1938 Houtc-
ueld

l9¿1 Psrslonor

1947 Shortha¡rd
typtrtc

1948 Ptosl!r
Worl¡sr

1948 Manusl
Worbr

19t1 Uncryloy-
ed

|f HD - Home Dutlcr¡ DD r Dq¡setlc Dutlcr¡ IIU r Houtcwotk.
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It co¡rnot Þ asaumed, luwever, that tbs¡e çcrc thc only wonen lu tlp

earylc who had c\Ër ongagcd tn publlc tvork. Thcrc rcne a numb¡r ol

factora operatlng ln both the hospltel and tlp wlder Eoclety whl.ch actod

to auppre¡¡ thc raærdlng ol such informatlon.

To a ccrt¿ln extent, the ebeence of, n¡bllc work hl¡tcles can be

attrlb¡tod to the stlong bellef, hcld throughout thc pcrlod of ny 3urvoy

bth by F¡bllc ln¡tltt¡ttona and þ wmen thcmaclvee, ln tvo lnter-

loc,klng conceptlona: thet oncrs "worlß" entallql dodlcatlon to a einglc,

llfe-long care€r (Llfe lïork)¡ s¡rd that wonnnt¡ lffe uork was doneetlc,

pref,erahly ln ttp role of wlfe and rpther. tto very queetf.on "Occupatlon?"

on tbe hoepltal admlsslon tæn asgumod one ca'rs€r only. If, ln fact,

oncre work had bcen lnterrnl,ttent anrl varled, nhtch on€ occupatlon dld onc

¡tatc? At lcsat tlrEo crlterla Bcem to haw bcn used ln tbc Glsr¡ldc

recorda - tb€ prêsent or rqost rccent, the one engagcd ln for thc longcet

tlme, tbo prolerrcd. There was no consletency ln thê u6€ of thc¡c

crlterla, a¡rd cxaetly who ctros€ -- doctor or patlant -- la novor clcat.

In general, lt wot¡ld Lppoar that the psyclrlatrLste ard,/or petfqrt! wcrc

ltttle lnterestod ln work hlgtorles. It Bc6oÉ to hew bon aedrmd that

rhatevsr had bought a woma¡r to the hospttal,, lt was unlfkely to b

connccted wltlr her uork, or the ladr of tt, b¡t ratber wlth eme ¡ort ol

lllncgc or wttb cnotlonal anneshfng¡ wlthln the lenily (see ebove Chaptcr

O na). Even wlth the twenty ftve women sbout whom thsre wap eone lnforn-

etloa, thsir work hlstorlee were lnevttably blef, ueually llttlc rcre

tha¡¡ mrc (and of,ten vague) ehronologlee.

It would appoar from nany of the caaêa that ths krowledge of a

yoman belng narrLcd and not errrently ln thÊ publlc workforce wa¡ cuffla-

lqrt lnf,ornatlon tor tlË psychlatrlstsr roørde¡ thoy wrote dota "bonc

dutleC' and enqulrcd no fi¡rther. only very occaalonally rcre th¡ uomnrc

youtbful vorkl¡¡g ltvc¡ ncntloned. Of a.fl tÌË woæn attll nanlcd ¿t th¡
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tl¡p of thou adnlealon, only orË, Chri8tlne Perklner wae reoo¡ded e¡

havf¡g a, curr€nt publlc occrrpatlon! "houcemaid." Às Well , the pmblem

of ooerpatlon wee exacerbated for both na¡rted ond 81n81€ wo¡non by the

f act that, uaually, thelr admlssionc ca¡rie after e cqrgldßrable tlm of

fcellng dlsconfoat or behantng otlctlyr dt¡¡lng whlch tLne tlny Etopped

worklng ln a publlc capaclty, and often had dlfflculty in th€ dorrostlc

ephere aß well. only Deetlna Hauea contlnued publlc work up to the tlm

of admlscl,ons shr ln fact, wês certlfled ae nentally dclectlve on ths

factory floor, by e cloctor called ln by the factory nulse. Othor womon

wsro claaelfied aÊ "lrorne dutlcsr" tlospite blng sfnglo and dcapl'te tlpir

conparatlvetry reCerrt ceseatlon of Pr¡btlc work. In thts category wæc

Deldrc Qullpcr, factory worker, Rae llftton, draaama$sr, snd Flone

Stwart, aaa¡nstrees, all of whon had worlçsd 1n those occupatlons fot

oVer ten yeareq Moreover, lt aa¡rnot be aae¡æd thet the ocorpatlon

atatecl ln ttp ¡\ùl¡plons lloglster waË tn fact tho ocqrpstlon the no¡¡an

we5 €ngaged ln at the tfune of her aclmLsalon. Thua¡ EIIon ltlchErdsoor¡

occupatlon $rôs "ballct rlancerr" work she had not perforræd f,or thlrtesr

yeara, wh€reos ehe had ben a dog breedor up untXl about two yeare bfore

h<.¡r ednl.esLon. Nellle Delle¡rcre and Irene lfar¡ton wsre both rurerrylo¡rcd tn

lg?() uhÊn tb.ey were arlmlttsdr h¡t Nellle wsa elessllled eõ "cIorkr"

Whtle lrene, who had been e selee worker for tl¡reo y€arS a¡rd on hcr

dlschargo beca¡ne euch agatrr¡ urae clesslfted êE "unenployedr" F"ùt John¡l

¡tatccl ocanpatlon waa "shorthand typlate¿" and Êh€ hêd wor'lced ln an

ln¡t¡ranc€ ff'tmo Hcrrever¡ w)Én eh€ came to læk for nork qr dtÉctrar8e¡

ahe cq¡ld not flnd a JoÞ because Bho s'aa lncperlonced¡ slÉ walttod to

be a nurec and tngan trslning¡ lx¡t "ran 4rrêy after 2 weêksrt' tlon took

varloua Joba (not spectfled)r ln¡t qorlçed ln none for lo¡Eer than a fcv

week!.



139.

Nonetlnless, fron the abgence of lnformatlon aË much as frorn thc

¡ntnlnal notattone ln the records, we cr¡n etlll obtaln ao¡uc lt¡nltcd ee¡ee

of tho relatton btween good yomen and publlc work 1n Íjouth Austra.lla

blnreen 19æ and 19?û. AB dlgcuseed abowrln chapter Tlro, thc prlme4r

deflnt,tlon of a good women thro.rglrout the flfty yeêra wae aß wLfe and

nother - at least aa far ae thø moat porY€rfut of $outh Âustrallete

ldeotogtcet tnstltutlone, the Bdueatlon Dopartnent, ìraa coÛloorn€d¡ It

eeÉ ÊscGpted, however, that Eone worx¡n cqrld or had to work ln the Publlc

ocorronlrll stngle womon ln the tlne between school a¡td rnarriage could,

rna¡rled Ìrþrren who hed lost theLr male su¡rport lrsd to. To a consldcable

degree, this rhctorlcal poeltLon was ca¡rled tlrrough ln the llvcg of

moet of tho Glenelda Hoepltet women, evgn amonget the trvonty flve about

whom thore is lnforrnatlon that they worked 1n the publlc €cono¡Iy. Only

th¡ec of the women were publlc workers whlle marrled (Lettte Bankat

Chrlstlne Perklns and l(atte ¿11on). of the restr twelr¡e worÊn vero

sl"ngle at the tlme of thelr ftrst admieslon to hosptta.l; ln the notee

of flve other womon lt was et leaat l¡n¡¡Iled that they hed stopped publlc

work upon marrl.age¡ and the rernalnlng f,tve undertook publLe erploynent

after the dlvorce, death or deeertlon of thelr Ìruabanda.

As to wl¡€re women ehould work 1n the publlc oconory¡ ln tha early

cleeades of, the ts'entleth-century tho Educatlon tÞpartrent consldered

appr¡oprlate and enco¡tag€d girle to fûd s¡ploy¡nent l.n Êr€ss concerned

wlth domeEtfc sktlls, nnst nartlcularly in domegtte gervlce, drcssnsktng,

nesdlework, mlIllnery and ever, rrt.3 Three other arcao were gnrdglngly

l. Thl.a vae recognleed at leaet aa early as 1912: "In thc naJorlty of
cec€s the gl.rle hsve to do eorrnthlng. of course, when a glrl grolrÊ
up Ìpr proper place le ln her home, but many womsn havc to go through
ltfe by theursotræe¡ and lf we can meke lt bottor s¡rd eaeler for tlp¡c
woæn so much the better." Evldenco glvcn to the Royal Coro¡nLs¡lon on
Educatton þ the Regletrar of ths Pt. Plrle Sct¡ool of ìflnce , år&¡B¡8.
No. 27, 1913, Vol. II, Flnal Reportt pêrÊr 8O32.

2. Adelalde Mlethke, "Preparl.ng Glrle for Thelr Ultiraate Cafecrr" TIF
Ilou¡crlfc, 9, No. 10 (Sept. ræ8) ¡ p. 30¡
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b¡t lncraasfngly ecccpted aB bolng llke1y to provldc publlc erployturt

for women -- offlcesr shops and factelea.l Âg81n thcee general

expectatlone wero aubetantlally calrled lnto the ltveg of the publlcly

enployed Gleneldc wonrenr Dleven women worked at eone tlme ln thclr llveE

ee domestlc servar¡te, two were dreesmakere, four were clerlcal workþrBr

tt¡ree engagcd in eales work, and four wero factory workore. As wellt

slx ûoren wcro employed ln one d the typieaLly fenale aemlaroleselonal

occrrpatlonel riurse, dancer, teacherr rr*.2

Ia d|¡cusslng the relatlon of good women to publlc Uork, lt m¡et

bc noted ttrat al¡pet every socl.al lnstlù¡tlon at one tÍnc or another

l¡a¡od rhetorlcal statemsrte ooncernlng wo¡uen's propor placG. 3 In rnany

l¡gtancoa, there wa,é a consldcrable d1 screpa¡rcy botseeû¡ thesc statqnent¡

a¡¡d thc proctlco of tho lnstltutlon oo¡lcottrÇd.4 Thua, ln thl.ó eÌraptcr,

rather ti¡sn concentratlng upon the rhetorlc, I wlsh to look at thc practlot

of the tnstltutloner at the tnter¡:la¡' of thèlr lnteresta whlch crcated the

cqrditlon¡ wfthfn whlch women (and ¡nen) worked. Flrstly, I wlII cl:ranlD€

I a Conrnerclal aubJects -- tpoldteeplngr ehorthÂnd arrd typlng -- bgan to
bo teught ln slate Bchools from 19O9. Ilelcn Jones, "Tþ llletory of
Com¡¡prclal liducetlon ln South ¡tustralla wlth Speelal ltefercnæ to
l{orænr" ¡U.4. fhests, }If story De¡rarttnont, Aclelalde Unlverelty, l9ß7¡
pp. 88a, 9Íllf.

2. thcs€ occupotlons add to rnore than turenty flve Þcar3e aorno of the
worÉn rvorlced l.¡r a variety of BrsaÊt¡

3, !'or exa-ûple, even the l,ol lce Department took euch a Éta¡rd¡ In 1942,
ttrs Pollce Cor¡nlsslüter explalned the rlse ln eex offencee ln tcrme
of the unsatlsfÊctory sltuattron of both your¡g g1rll a¡d thclr nptlçr¡
worklng ln the ln¡bllc economy, .fu¡!¿þf,. No. 53, 19,49,, Aûtual R€port
of the Comrnlgslonor of Pollce for 1941-2.

4 To contl¡ue wf,th tlro exønple of the lroli.ce llepertnent, the Coumla¡lon-
G! ln thc sarp report expressod great epproclatlon of thc work ol thc
auxlllary worren pollce, å}!g!.

o
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tlp overall structurc of the Sot¡th Auetrallan publlc oÐnom!¡ and tho

cl¡s¡tggl rvlthlu lt ovar the flfty yeare a,s r€gardc womeni Bseondlyr at

the rhetorlc and prÈcttce lnvolved ln the dlfferentlal treetment of wonpn

ln the publlc oconorÐ¡¡ and flnally, at the rceorded aubJective €xpetr-

lenoes of publtc work of th,E twenty ftve Glenelds nonon, a¡rd the reletlon

of thoge €xp€rlences to 6ocla.l ccrcêpttonÊ r€ga.rdlng good womån tn the

publlc workforoÉ.

II. fha Stmcürrc of the Sou Austrnliø.n Þubl le. Economv

(a) ThB csrerel Publlc ;lco¡ro¡qy

In 19Ð, balf, of all South Augtrallan publlc norkere w€rê con-

centrated ln orrly two lnrlustrles: prLmary productlon and rnanufacturlng.

over the next ff.fty yeê¡s, there were a numbor of aubstantlaf chengea

to thls pattern of publlc worlclng, Bl¡oltrn In rorgh statlstlcåI outll,ne
Iln Table 2.

1 o All tlæ statiatlcal tabl.cs tn thls chapter arc bÈged qr tlrc publlahcd
Censuees lrom 1921 to 1971. For dlfftcr¡ltlea lnvolvcd ln the uec of
Cenm¡ data on employnørt, seo Mlchael Keetlngr "Îhe Croçth a¡td
Compoeltlon of tho AuÉtralla¡¡ lr/ork Forcc l91O-11 to 19@-61r" Ph.D.
8re61o, Á,uetrallan Natlonal Unlverelty, 1967i G€orgc Palmcr, A G¡ldc
to Austrâllan Econonrlc lJtatfetlca (elelbq¡rrrel Macnllla,n, 1967),
gp¿ ?t-78. Þcauae of dlscrepûrcloe ln tlro 0enU¡g datg ovcr tino,
the stattstt.cE ueed ln _.tttr chapter are ¡neent only ae ¡ ru¡gh gulde
to ecøronlc tro¡rdt.
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Table 2.

-

Industrler 1921-1971

Induetry

-

96 Total fì¡bllo tYt.

-

1921 tsTL % Chancs

-'
Prlnarv Industrte¡

Rr¡¡û¡,

othr (tlunttng, Flshlng¡
Foreatry, Quarrylng)

sub.lDotEl

z3

3

æ

I

J

-1ó

¡D¿
-t7g

Scaondårv Induetrle¡ M 2A o

Tcrtlarv Indr¡sÈles

Co¡mcræ

fa¡sport, storager Conununlcatlona

¡dm¡æræntr, Hot€18r C6feat
Personal servtco

Publlc Authorlty and Protosalqral

Bulldlng and ConÉtructlon

l'lnance 6nd Property

ElectrLclty, Gae a¡rd lVater

Sub¡4Ì¡tal

æ

7

õ

t4

lo
10

I
ø

2

I
6l

+6
-3
r$

t?
7

6

o

84

+0
+t
+¿
+1
+13

+
AdJùrstrent -l +3 +4

TOTAL loo loo 100

* Adrfireted Þcar¡ee of roundlng and dlacrepancie¡ btwe€n lndustrlal
categonlce.

Souræ¡ Cenguð.
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Prfunary productlon nÞra than halwd lte lah¡r force, aF dtd pæeona1

tcrvlce, rhile ttp efeateet lncreesea ln enploylcnt oco.¡rred ln tlp pro-

fOsslonel a¡d conurrørclal Br.êa,E¡ By 1971 , tlree a¡eaa (conunerCtal ,

prof€aslonal Éfrd msruf acturlng) erployed ornr 60% of tlp publlc workforoa.

It would appsor f¡¡om Table 2 thoûr l"rr tln caso of manufacturlng. therc

vat no changa over the entire perl.od, b¡t thls la mecly a etetlatlcal

f.l,luslon¡ In 1921, nanufecûrrlng tnduatry waa operatlng at a hlgh level

of, erploym¡nt (tLT" ol total publlc workforco) t thc heydsy of a elmple

capltallat econorqy basod qr tho processLng of local prl.mary net€ria1a

for b¡tldlng snd for cørsunptf.on (food, drl.nk and clothlng)r and on notel¡

aDd machinery (e large component of whlch waa rêpeir actlvlty).I Therc-

after, tbe pr.oportlon of the public workf,orca ertployed Ln uranutacturlng

dropped by eeven par cent et the 19.?3 Cenaue, h.tt roae ageln to a hlgher

peak of 30% by the 1966 Cengus.Z These f,luctuat!.ons pnovlde ar¡ lndlcator

of both the genera,l depreeslon of, the publlc economy ln the lete 192Os and

ccrly tgr3oe, anct of the llnrlts to øx¡:anefqr of soændary lndt¡atry baeed

on eLmple procoeÉes. In tlro late 19Íloe a uraþr lndustrlaltzatlon programÐl

Þgan to take off, a pDoo€res whl,ch wae relntorccd Uy the Second lorld,fear

and which contlnued to expend fn the poat-wa¡ porlod and lnto the 196Os.3

Næ lndr¡strlee we¡.o developed: eteol producte. electrlcal Eoods¡ rubbr,

cbmlcal¡r plaetlca, etc.

I N.G. &¡t11n, " nt.
l8g0-1965r" It
!g!!Iigr €d. bJ C. Forater (Ion 311¡
PrH, Katrnol s¡rd M. Bnrnt, Thø Stltrcture gt the AuEtrÊlla¡¡ Economìt
(Melbournet Clnshlro, 1962) ¡ pp. 8-9.

a

2c Fron tb Ceneue dater the following were the percentagea of the total
publle r+orkforce etployod ln ma¡¡ufacturlng:

l92l 1933 1954 1961 1966 1971.

241727zss%

3. T.J. tlltc¡roll, "Tlæ Induatrlgllaatlon of Íìouth Lustralla 19Íló-40r'l
B.A. Ilons. fhcai.a, Illstory Depæfuientr Adelaide Unlvereltyr 1966¡
Butltn, "E@no¡nlc D,cveloprsntrt' p. 319.
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Accorûpanylng thle rapld expanglon of ma¡u¡facturing lndustry, the

1tertlary sector' alen¡ drew fn a greater proPortlon of the publlc worh-

force. Expanelon of thla sector wÍìs a coîmon feature of most westefn

capltal lst econornlee throughout the perlod, a¡rtl was taken to be an

lndlcator of rlslng l1vtng atandar<tE end a highly dlwrglfted and

de.veloped publlc ".o.ory.2 Aa wlth nranufacturtng, tertfary exparrslon

l¡volved not slmply grou/th, h¡t also lnternal ¡restructuring of employ-

ment wlthln the s€ctotr. Over the flve docadear personèI servlce decllned

steeply, transport, storago and co¡rnunicatlon son€ilhat less so, whlle

comtneroe a¡<i profeesional ancl h¡slneeg servlceE greu, to be maJor enploy-

3
¡¡ænt areas.

Thle, then, wap the broad outllne of the South Australlan general

publlc eaonomy over flfty yoars. &rt such a¡r outllne ls fa¡ too sctronatlc

and or¡erlooks seyeral crucial a.s¡pects of the meanlng of work for tlp

populatl.on. The patte¡n needs to be broken down lnto Lts component detell.

1 a Tho components of ttri.e sectof aro usually taken to bo utllltles (gasr
electrlclty, vater and ¡an1taf,y servlceB) ¡ trrlldlng and constructlon¡
trensport, etøage and cournunicatlong¡ flnarrcé and property; corunorcci
publlc authorlty and dclonce¡ corrnunlty end h¡elnesg torvlcc¡
(tncludln¡1 profeselonal) ; annrgementÉ, botole and other accorunodatlon,
cafea, pcsonel servlcee, etc. J.A. Dowle, "'Ibe servlco lÌnsonbler"
ln r ed. bY c. b-orster¡ PD.. 2Æ'2?¿
Co¡uror¡wealth of Australla, Roport of the Co¡rmlttcc of Econmlc Enqufyt
htay 1965 Æsretnarter called "The Vernon Report?, Vol. r¡ Pp. 216-18.

"The vernon Reportr" vol. I¡ ppr 22?-29.

3. Detalls from the Census ar€t as followa:
Perccntage of total publlc workforce omployed In valiou¡

terttary tnduetrles 1921-1971

Industrv
-.-

Totql Þrrt¡l. lforkforce
lg2t 1933 1947 1954 1961 1966 1971

3.

Transport, storage¡ oonurun-
lcatlon¡
Anrsomsrtg, psraonal ¡efþlcc
Publ tc authorlty, corrnunlty
end b¡glneag ecrvl.ce¡
Comcroc

10

to
810987?

10766õõ

8810 11 13

t?14 15 1{ 16

1õ

t7
17

Ð
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(b) Tho Fenale Puhllc jJeutornY.

(r) slze a¡rd cornpoeltl0n of the t.lorkforcs

In terrns of dlscueslng the meantng of puhllc work for womenr lt la

neeaasery to deterrnine whether, and h(l¡¿, sromen were differentiated from

rnen wlthln the overall zublic workforce. Flrstly, a bneakdo¡n of the

gonerel lnto tlre male and female publlc workforcee reveals a conelderehlc

dlff€rence ln the rc¡Iatlve nunbera of each eex employed et any glven tlmc.

Over the flfty y€ara, the proportlon of ttra totat Populatlon engaged ln

pubtlc employment rsrqatned f,alrly onsta¡tt, fluctuatlng betweon 39fo a¡td

Afro. hrt the proportlon of tho fenele populatlon at publlc work r¡oEe

gradually untll 1954, and the¡r eharply over the next ttro dacadea (eee

Table 3).

'fablç 3. Comonents of the Íjouth Australla¡r Publtc Vforkforcs.

LÐ21 1933 7fJ/47 1 1S61 1966 1971

7o Total Populatlon ln
P.Wf ¡ 42 ß) {O 40 39 4L 4t

iå Fen¡ele llopulatlon ln
P.Wf r

% Ma,Ie Populatlon ln
P. lvf .

Femalo P.Iff. Èg Ye ot
Total P.\[f¡

16t717t719?A,f7

67fl46663õ98866

19 22 21 2t ?/l 2s 32

Simllarly, the femals æmponent of the goneral publ lc Yrorkforce lnc¡':¡ased¡

The obverse of these riaos trae, of courser decroa¡e¡ ln the proportlon

of the male populatlon puhllcly norkfng and in the male conponent of thc

publlc economy. Thl6 decllne in nale partlclpatlon haê gonerally been

ascrlÞd to changlng educatlonal ancl retlrement pattcrne¡l tnu, 1sr young

1 a The Verrron lteport, VoI. I r pp. 79, 86-88.
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m€n atgylng at sclnol longer ln o¡lder to acqt¡tre the sk[lE neoded þ

the technolo¡¡tcally rþre eorûplex economy, and old npn retlrl-ng earller

and/or llvlng longer after retlrenent. However, both thoee argumøtta,

and th6lr permutatlons, appllod more or less equally to wo¡r¡€n! T'oIIEn orl

ttp wlæte llved longer than motr, and tlerefore cornprieed a larger old-

ags group; on the other handr the proportlon of malee tendlng to stay

aå sclþol after the compulsory ag€ wa6 Ellghtly hlgher than that of

females. fn fact, lnsofa¡ âs such årgutrÉnte applted generally to both

¡mn and ryomen, they meke the rlËe ln fernale parttclpatlon 1n the publtc

workforce even nÞro remarkable.

In o¡der to explaln thls rlee, lt ls noceaaery to further dlffer-

entlatø the male a¡d fernale publlc workforeea. That component of the

male ¡:opulatton not employed ln publlc work wae alnrost entlrely comÞosed

of chLldren, studente, pensfoners of varloua dcacrlptlons, aad tnmatcg

of lnstltutlqrs. A roughly slmllEr proportlør of {hg temals populat!.ott

also foll wlthf"n theso catogorles, anrd changos ln the elze of thc

lndLvfdr¡at categorlos over tlno wore more or lee¡ egual þtween the aexe!.

Ilowever, the fenrale populatton cont¿rlned a¡rottnr category that lr¡d no

cqulvalent 1n the nal€ populatlon: housewlves. As dl.scuesod abovo, 1n

Chapter 'IVo, housewlves were ma¡ried women who workod ln thelr own hone¡

carlng for tlrelr husbands, bearl.ng a¡rd carlng for their chlldren, nofn-

talning the home aB tho centre of famtly personal llfe a¡¡d'¡reparlng lta

me¡nbere for their octlvttle¡ ln the publ1c world.

In the oarly decades of tho century, tlrere was a gcnerel pattarn

of nonpnts working llves ln the publlc and donestlc ephorea: rcet glrl¡

Ioft school In thelr enrly teenage years anrd ontorsd the publlc workforcc¡

in ttelr early trventles, they narried and wlthdrow from the publlc €conony

lnto the domestlc econo¡ny of the horno, wl¡ere they stayed thcreafter, home-

uralclng belng tlplr llfe csteer. Thus, tn 1921 ¡ 8?, , of all South Auetralla¡

wonon aged batween flfteen anci twenty flve were alngle, a¡À 44% of thl¡
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age gxÐup were ln the publlc workforc€. Of thoee 1n the slx flvelear

Bge cgtegorles btween thlrty 6nd eixty, rrrly betweon 23-13/" were al.ngle,

and only t6-tä;5 were in the publlc rvorkforce. Of couree, vrlthln these

flguroe lay exceptLone to the genereil pattern¡ 6onp women rernel.ned singlc

tlrroughout thelr llvEs ¡¡nd contlnued ln the publtc worlcforce; a lew

wonten wcre able to combine a professlonal ca,r€er wtth fanlly lffe (b¡t

ttrey uzua1ly ernployed other vromen to do ttre actuaL phyatcel rvork of

family malntenance); there were other woilÞn whose husbands wers dead

or ha¡l deserted tlrem or rvere dlssolute, ancl who had thceforo to talçe

over tl¡e husband role as breaouluner; srd there was aIBo a cortsln grot¡p

of rvenen who reraalned at u¡ork nfter marrf age ln order to eartr ¡tþre monøy

towards a comfortable home (tlpee women usually left publtc rvork durlng

thalr f,lret preg¡rancy). 'Ihese narrled wonren eccounterl for Eome t7-787* o1

ttp total fomale pubtlc workforce durlng tho 19Ða and 193Oe. (Soe Table

4).

fable 4. I,tarltal statue of '\vomen ln the ltubllc ÌÌorkforce 1921-1971

Ms¡ttal Status

-

% of Femle Publlc Ìforkforea
t92t le33 79Á7 199 r9€l 1969 l97L

Slngle
Preaently ma¡rled

Hldcnrcd, dlrlorced and
permanently seperated, 988

5õ 4e 42 33

34 41 õ() 69

111088

82 83
*r¡99

74

18

ltlTÁI, 100 100 loo 100 l(x) 100 10u

+ Includcg marrled h,rt pernanently saperated.

As ca¡r be eeen from Table 4, however, from the l940s onwardB. tlm pattern

changed: the publLc r+,orkforce lv¡rs no longer the preserve of slnglc

ltoriþn, h¡t lncreaslngly aa¡ne to be domlnated by ma¡¡Led wotrEtt. ùloreovor,

thla rl¡e ln marrfcd womentc partlclpatlon ln the publlc workfüce cer¡¡rot
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ba a5crlbod to an lncreaslng number of uonen havlng to fend for them¡elveg

Þcar¡ee of the doath, descrtlon or dLnorce of tholr h¡sbands: lndecd,

tl¡e proportlon of suclr women engaged ln publlc employnent waE remarkably

constant throughout the flfty yeers (8-119å). Thue, it w6a those marrted

wonen stl1l llvlng with thelr husbendB and famllleg (or at leaet those

who claeslfled themselvee as stlll me¡rled) who conBtLtuted the enortrþus

rlse.

Thls change ln the pattern of female employment wae acoompanled by

four clemographlc changee. Throughout the contury, there ïreo a gradual

decrease ln the averâge age at u¡hlch wornen marrledr thus shortenlng the

ga,p ln woræn's llves between leavlng ¡chool 6nd marryfr,g;l therre Yaa a

decreaee ln the proportlon of ruomen who rernalned elngle all thelr Itves;3

there was a decrsaee 1n the avorage number of chlldren born to each woma¡r:

a¡rd fourthty, there waa.a decraa¡e tn thc age at shlch women completed

thelr childbearfog.3 In thensalves, theEe denographlc changes explaln

noths.ng about the rlse ln womente publlc workforce parttclpatlon. Hs¡l

there bsen no change 1¡r the prevlo,rsly orpected soelel pattern of wonen

beeonlng house¡r1vea upon Íarrtragor then the ftret two cbangeg ln rna¡rloge

rates and ages could have entalled a subatantlal depopulatton of the

female workforce, whlle the charigcs Ln chlldbaaring could hava neatt

merely the reorganlsatlon of the housewifers work over ttme. l'urther-

r6,re, the greatost lncrease ln publlc workforce pa¡tlclpatlon rate¡

oecr¡rred anonget nom€n aged bctween thlrty flve and forty four ye"rt;4

1 a Peter F. McDonald,
end Prooortlqrs l'lsrrylng 1860-1971, Australlan Fanlly Fo¡matloo
ProJect, Monograph No. 2 (Ca¡rbcrra: Auatrallen Natlonal Unlvtrslty,
lS74) ¡ pp. Ðl-ã)4, U246.

2- !!lg. ;

3. Jca¡r I. Martin and Catherlne M.G¡ Rlchmond, "lVorklng Woncn 1n Australlar"
H.R.H. The Duke of lldlnb¡rghrr Thlrd Com¡no¡rneelth Study Confarcncc,
Auatraltar 1968, Background Paper No. 11, p. 3.

4. Martln and Rlchnond, "ÌTorktng l{omen ln Au¡trallar" PP. 3{o
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that ls, 1n tho group rvhlch had always contelned the hlghest proportlon

of ma¡ri.ed women, and r'¿ho wer€ formerly houoewl"ves tn the maLn. The

explanatlon or baale of the change thus lles, not ln demopçraphYr rvhlch

wae anclllaryr h¡t ln a comblnation of thc changes ln the structure of

the economy an<l tn the socinl exiroctatlons of rvomenrs b,ehevlour! a

chango ln tho meanln6g of tltr: relatlon of g¡ood women ånd *orli.

(11) 'Ihs .åroag of l'lomonrs Partlclpation

Tlre partlclpatlon of wornen ln the f-iouth Austrnllan publlc eænomy

durtng the yeara f,rom 192[¡ to 197O was not slmp]y proportlonately small€r

than thnt of men, lt was qualltatlvely dlfferent. tfen end womên worked

tn dlf ferent parts of the ."onoty. I

Table ö. Itelatlve Percentages of lïomen end l¡len ln Va¡loue Industrlcs

Industrv

-

1921 l97l
l{Õmen ì'f6n Total Mån Tot al.

¡l¡n¡getr€nts, Hotels, CafeÉ,
Porsonal ServlcÊ

lrianufacturlng
.F\¡hllc Authorlty and
Professional
Co¡nmerce

Prfunary

lransport, Storage and
Corunrnlcatlons

Flnance and Property
Building and Constructlon

ltllnlng a¡rd Çuarrylng

ææ

õ3

4l
æ

n
85

80

15

43

'¿3

2

67

77

98

g7

86

100

100

100

1(x)

100

1()()

100

100

100

10()

1fii

6¿36

47

õ9

80

16

43

6

I

1æ

10()

1()0

100

100

3

t4
o

o

loo

10()

10()

100

84

6?

95

9l

All Industrles 19 8l 100 32 68 100

1. The segregatlon of tho female and mele labur merlçets ln Íjouth./rust-
ral le dlscuesed lpre was a cornmon phenomenon throughout Âustral la and
nÞst wcstern caplteJ.lBt countrtes. see, Iitargarot power, "l\'omentB
l{ork la Never Done -- by ÀIen! A Íìoclo-Èjconor¡lc lpJodel of Sex{yplng
1n Occupatlonsr" Journal of Industrlal ltelatlone, l?, No. 3 ($ept.
1975)r pp. 2Æ-39i llartha Ulaxall end lìa¡bara ReagaD¡ edÊ.¡ iÀ¡oïten

(chlcego¡ Unlverslty of Chleago Prees, 1976),cû¡tttiu.
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Table !¡ reveols the arre¡rs of concontration of wou¡enrs em¡rloyrne¡rt relatlve

to ments. .[cro:'s the ftfty yeatrs, thone wore only three lndustrlee whlch

conÊistcr¡tly retal¡rod a ratio of ivonten to men w'-rrlters substontlally ltlgher

tha¡¡ rvomenrs ovorall rstio of particlpatiort in tìre general putrllc economyt

¡:er.sonal service, public auth<¡riLy anc.ì prof,essfonal.r, and co¡rtrerceo One

in<Ìustry alone changecl frorn bei¡rg predomltrantly ¡nale to substantlally

lu¡¿al-e: flrrance 4r<1 property. In the otÌ¡er flve lndustrles, wonen wer€

stgnificantly under-reprcsenteci, :rlthougir they clid increase their numÞra

relattve to mr¡n over ti¡ne.

Such relative concentratÍons of women ancl tr¡en, holvever, are not the

only rlinension of tho plcture <¡f where uomon worked. T'o lt must be added

af¡ assessment of how lmi;orta¡rt were these arerrs to the female economy Ln

general -- shorvn ln Table 6.

Tabtrc 6

-

ChanEeg ln the Percen,ùage of the Femala end MaIe l\hllc Work-a

forces 1n Varlous Industrles

Industrv

-

Fenelc Male

I 921 197f iå Chsnee 1921 1971 5ó Chsnee

AJÍuÉe¡nents, Iiotols, Cafes,
Personal Service

I'tanufacturXng

Put¡llc llutlnrLty
end Profcsslonal
Conuuerce

Prlmary

Tranaport, súoragc,
Cdmmunicat ione

Flnance and Property
Bu1ldlng ancl Constructlon

¡{lnlng and t¿ua¡¡y1¡g

I
õ

lo
1

10

l6

?ß

ofl

õ

3

B

I
o

4()

,àJ

2

I
o

o

-9o
o r{t

+11

+8
+3

+1
+7
+1

6

16

æ

tz
r7

10

+1
+5

+6
+1
-,æ

-3
+3
+3

23
?.6 31

t7
1.7

D

11

o

7

1

*
Ad;þstment t4 -l 3

IbTÁL, All Industrl.ee 100 l(x) 100 loo

Ad;þsted Þcar¡se of roundf.ng s¡nd discrepancles between lndustrlal
categorlel.

*
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Of tÞ four arcer of rneJor fem¡-lc ænccnt¡atlon rclatLvs to mn,

only tno ncrs a¡d rcn¿lnd ¡r€al ol hlgh lerrcl ernployæn¿ - pfotcarlonal

a¡rd aormrec - whlcb cen the¡efore bc dsfl¡cd ec archÉtyplcally "tc¡¡81c"

lnduatrlc¡. Thê thttd erea ol hlgh fenale conccntretlon, Pcr¡onal l$vlcc,

ras I lorge a¡d vltal lnduatrly ln 1921r h¡t hd decllnd a¡bltantlally ar

a¡ù drca ol eqloynent by 19?1. Elnancc a¡rd propcrty rar a¡r ln¡lgnlflcant

lndurtry ln 1921r tDd althotrgh lt jr-crv rapldly, It stlll crytoycd oaly

8% ot thø fenale publlc workfonos by 1971. Qro fu¡ther lnduatry eltcs¡

ln algatf,lcancc þ tble chann¡ê of, focue. Altl¡or¡eh ¡ua¡rufacturlng e4loycd

lese than tln averagc nunbcr ot so¡cn rclatlw to mn throughout thc helt

centrrry, lt TÉ nonstheloa¡ aD arec of consldcrable lnportancc to ths

fenatc vorkforcs, enploylng betnrcan 16 and ÐTo of atl femsle publlc

rorkcDr.l ovcr the flve deeader, nanufectt¡rlng waß an cxpandlng lnduatry

!n tcr¡n¡ of nale enploymont¡ for wcmen, lt rornalncd a lar3e h¡t ¡teble

atca of enploynent.

A flns] polnt to ba ob¡cnpd f,ror¡ Tablea C ad 6 ts tbst, althougb

p¡ofcs¡fonal tonvlcc¡ a¡¡d cormarct were thc nost raPldly expadlng areee

of botb tmale erylo¡rmeit and fcnale ænccntrat lonr ln tho ce¡e of

protesslonel eorYlcoe thls vol alto thc m¡t rapldly erpandlng arer ot

rnelc erploynant. Aa ÌucIl, all the naJor araas of nale concentratlæ ln

1921 had dccrea¡cd th€lr relatlvc ¡¡atcr¡llntty by 1971, and tþ tso naJor

lndu¡trlc¡ that Íerc pto-enlnently alngl,c-ecx ar'Gaa tn 1921r prloary

lnüratry a¡rd poreonal rcrvlce, had dccrcagcd both 1n general onployncnt

1. Tln proportlon of thc fe¡¡¿lc pubtlc workforce enploycd ln na¡ruf,actul-
lng la tbe Ccnn¡B yoar; was el follø¡¡

1921 1Ð33 1947 19ótr 19Ol 19(18 r9?1
Ð17t?1o161816
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lnportancc and ln übc extot oû th6lr n¡lc aú fo¡Ic conourtretlon þ

19?1. Fron thla, lt rculd appcsr that s pattern ra¡ cmcglng oYcr thato

flfty ycaras thgt ttp lncrca¡cd partlclpatlon ol wmû tn tho publla

workfoSo and etra¡¡ger l¡r the ¡tnroürre of thc publlc te(noqt ìrerc lcad-

lng tlou the carllcr Eox-sQgregatlon ol the camouy to a @nvtrglneo

ol nelc and tooelc work droât¡ To tcat thl¡ hypothtrlsr thcrc l¡ on¡

llnsl dlmcnelon of the publtc cconomy that noeda to b bokcn dan lnto

tt¡ rnalo e¡rd lcnelc aolryonøttat occupetlon.

(111) lToænra occuPatlonlr

Tb Cenn¡e dat¿ tlucrrglqrt the p€rlod ontalncd tvo eetegorlcr

cov.Ëlng erryloynentr W lnduatry and try ocorpatloa. Induatry, whlch ba¡

bcqr thc focus of tho dl¡eu¡¡lon up tlll ndr was dof,lrpd tn termr of

whcra thc work wa¡ dor¡c¡ occupatlon wE¡ doflncd as thc typc of work

dmc, regardle¡a of arsa. For cæple, ln tlp 1971 Csnaur, thc mlnlng

Lnduatry eryloyed thrc. Ìrr¡ndred md forty ronpn (Wo of lt¡ rorkforcc),

hrt only thtrty Wo of thcn had thÊ ocq¡patlon of "nlnpr¡, quêrrymn and

rcl¡tod rcrhorr.tt The othcr three bundDed and ctght Þancn wqrld haru bao

oocuptd a¡ clerlcal rorlcors, nurao3, cleancrl, etc. Tbua, the lndugtrlal

catcgorizgtton provldcr a vcrtlcel crosr'aoctlon of thc publlc cconory,

sbllrt occupatlo¡¡ la a nrore ho¡lzontel eatcgcy.

Tbe Canrur date on occr¡patlon 1¡ cxtrcrnly varlgblc acros! tlra

ftfty ycårÉ. In 1931, thcrc waa no cloar dl¡tlnctlon n¡lþ bctwccn

occup¡tlon and lnûrrtry¡ ln l9{?, only tbo occupatlon¡ ol thc totd

Auttratlar¡ publlo workforce rere publlehsd ln dcts{lr tnlth t}¡e Statcr

roa€lvt¡¡g rocrcly a a€rles of gureral cumrsrlcÉ; aDd f.n 1964r thc

lntornctlon r€gardlng ocq¡patl.on vea not pr¡hl f¡hod orlns to dlfflq¡Itlc¡

ln p¡ooc¡rlng thc detl.l trt"t¡orot'or acros¡ the titty yaar!, thc goncrat

I a Palmcr. luatreltån Ecoûonlc StEtl¡tlc¡. 9. ?4.
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occ¡¡patlonel claselfloattone u¡cd ln tlp Ccnsueee clrangcd ængldcrably,

partly ¡acauco ol ths adoptfon ot dlff,s¡ont prlnclplc¡ of odlflcatlon,

partly þccajtr¡e of goneral ocøomt c change loadtng to thc etrergcnce ol
I

nGw occupotlorr¡ and the dlcapp€srance of othcr¡. Noctbletr, tbc

totlorvtng tsþlo dooa glrn e lough lndloatLcn of thc ncJor fonqlc oeørpatlonr

cnd tlþ dlrcotlq¡ of thclr changos durlng tho flfty ]caftr

|l
T¡IITLZ.

Ocatrpatlo¡¡r

-

1L Fcna1¡ Publl.o [trrklaro¡

193¡t lgÉ? 1961 1966 lgTl,

Prlnary

-

F¡¡TÊrlr Farn lïorkcr¡ 3 3 6 6 t

8ub-totalr All Prlnery 3 tlo to õ o õ

Scaodarv

-

Clotblng and Drs¡¡ Ìforkorr
Ptocc¡¡ Wor*sr¡ end Packcm

2

õ

I
ô

4

2

I 3

4

Sub'-totalt MaJor Sceondary I 4 7 I õ

SuÞ-totell All Sccondary t2 Do!¡ 12 t2 13

Tcrtta¡y

-

Sùop Koepcrt and A¡gl¡ta¡¡tr
Nurtô¡
leacþr¡
Clcrks, T¡plste, stonogaoplærlt

Offlæ Maalrlnlrtt
Doncrtlc Scrvant¡ and ltrout-

hccpcrr

tð14

ø

4

l4
õ 6

?

rg

?

I

I

7

tõ
6

e

26

I

6

l1 l8 2ß

s t2 I

Srtb-total: Mdor Tartlary €6 ó4 o3 6C) 61

Subrtotalt AlL Tertlary 78 [o8r 8l 78 79

I¡¡propcrly dcrcrl,bd I ll¡ 8r ð 42

It/tnl¡ MaJc OcouPatlonr 88 61 7g î4 7t

îù1^ALr

I a rbld.

AII ftlì a 1ocl l(xl

t Ovor Zfi

l(Il 1fit
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Flratly, Tablo 7 reveels that the numberg ongeged ln the three

sectora of the pr¡bllc econony remalned remarkably constant. the chmge

from a slnpls to a nrore tectrrologlcally corplex and dlverslfled genorel

publlc êconomy, dlscuseed above ln relEtLon to lnduetry, whlch lnvolved

¿ docroaae ln em¡¡loyrent ln the prlmary eector and a¡r lncreaes tn thc

oecondary and tortlary sectora, was not appa¡ent ln the owrall ocanpet-

lonal atmcture of the female publlc ocq¡otÐ'o ttowevtr, tf these secto¡r¡

ôrc ft¡rthr brokcn down to reveel the 1r naJor ænponent occupetlonr,

the nature of, the chango ¿s lt affsctod wmen boconres more apparent:

that te, the ctrorrge occurred ln the lnternal reorgarrlsatlon of the

occupatl,ons wLthLn oach aector, rather then bctsteen the sectore. Fron

Table ?, the extremo øncentratlon of wonugn ln a few occr¡pattous câ¡r ,Þ

geent over the Ltîty years there were never nþre tha¡r aoven or eight

"ma;for" occupatlone (enploylng more ltrat 4o of, tho totat femel.e publlc

workforce). Over tlmo, thero was a sllght dlverelflcatlon of occupatlona,

wlth a emall nunber of vpr¡pn employed ln a wldenlng number ol Jobe, bt

thc concentratlon wae sttll strongly appar€nt ln 1971, when 71% of alf

temelo puhllc workers r,v€re engaggd ln only seven maJor occtrpatlone.

In tlre prlnarly area th¡oughout the fifty y6srs, there were

vlrtuelly no fsnale htrntars, flslßrrnen, trappera, nlners tr gua¡ryÌ¡6n.

All nrirnary oocupled wo¡r¡Þn lterg cot¡cs¡tratcd ln the farnlng erêa, about

halt sB ounêrs, tho other ha,If aÉ farn enplole€Br In the [fatïrnr"

catogory¡ ¡nogt ol the wøren were lntþlwd ln fanlly prrauits wlth fathæe,

husba¡¡ds and eone, often workl.ng thc far¡rs thenselves upon the doath of

theee malêe. Thc age atnrctute of n¡ral fe¡nale n¡orlscre bca¡e thla out,

rplth hfgh retf.oe of women aged forty yeâr¡ a¡rd ove¡ clesalftcd ae f a.rmert.

Thc fe¡mle la¡m labr¡rere wero alao often daughtere a¡rd wlves ol male

fa¡n he¡rdc worklng on the ptop€rty, or clee lcaeonal, nonadl.c plckerù

Betwcsr thcm, thoee two groups of rrral workera e<mprlaed betçeen tbree

a¡rd alx per eont. dl the fcmelc publlc workforce. Acrolt the sa.m tlnn,
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thc proportlon of worcn engaged ln aecondary, ms$ufacturlng ocorpatlone

ronalnûd conatant at abor¡t 12fi. In 1S3, tts vaat naþrtty of thoec

wo¡pn Q47,> rere luvolved ln tlre ctothlng trado, prodonl4antly ar tallom,

drcetmakgro, nllllnerÊ a¡d general workæs. By l97l¡ tlrl¡ flgure had

clropped to only lT, ol, el1 fenale factory workor¡o Acroa¡ thesc yoatr8t

manr¡factr¡ring lndustry tn South Auetralla had cllvero!.f1od. and rcmn cam

to work wlth ¡netals and electrlcal goods, chBmlcals, rubber, plasticet

ctc., as ï€tl as clothlng. E.¡t ln the proceas ol dlverslfytng tba naterlalr

workcd w1th, thls lndustrlal cheng€ also ¡rpa¡¡t e decreasc ln thc sklll¡

noedcd þ *ornoa to work ln factorlee: by 1971 t 3O1* of n'omen f ectory

l¡orlcere werc un¡ktltd proceos wonkere , and a¡¡other 15ft. were packerst

wrappers a¡rd labellers. Slnllarly, there waÊ B consldorable relocetlo¡

of, women vorkers 1n the tortlary sector. In 1933, abut thlrty worpn ln

p\rery hundred employed ln the publlc economy verc ddnsÊtlc sêrvent8. By

lg7l, only eeven ln every hundred rvère ro occupl.ed. Durlng tho ra¡ns tlno,

tbe proportlor¡ of of,f,lce uorkera (clorks, typisto, etenographen, offlcc

¡nachlnlste)- rose fro¡n ten to üwenty alx ln ev6ry hundred rromen publlc

workorÉ.I ',rttU regard to threo other naJor fcll¡e.le occupatlons, thc tahlc

reveale remorkeble etabllttyl saloB workers, nurees ar¡d teachera.

Tlnra, êcrosa the flfty yoera, the typlcal female publlc worker

provlded B€rvlcos of so¡e sort: lnltfally ¡rereonal, Ieter clertcal, wltb

a oonste¡rt proportlon teachlng, nursl.ng, and eorvlng Xn shops. A lev

womn worlæd on the lurd, and abq¡t a tenth of the female publle wofk-

torce wera ln fectortea, lnitlally as clothlng wukers, later a¡ gpncral

prooess workers. /fll of these ocorpatl.ons (apa¡t from farnlng andr to c

Iosser extent, ¡Eoc€Bs work), hd very hlgh fq¡lnlnlty retlæ¡ that la,

Tlpac a¡e cons€rvatlrte flgprea aE they exclude boolJseepera, caablcrl
¡¡rd ¡ceretarlet.

1 a
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tlp mrnber ol temêIcs p€r h¡nùed wcrkers wa'e greetsr than thc aturage

tn all ocqrpatlon¡ (¡ee Tablc 8).

Table 8. Percentage of ìYomn ln l[alor Occupatlon¡

Occilpatlon

-

% Womsn Emloysd
1933 l97t

Falucra, tarn workor¡

Clotblng workcr¡
Ptrooegs worker¡

Shop keepers, shop atst.stor¡tt
Nur¡c¡
Teechers

Clcrk¡
DometLe ¡ervant¡
All occupatlon¡

3

7l

*
31'

99

62

40

96

22

lÐ

68

{o
69

s
8?

æ
g9

32

* Of thoce clag¡ulcd as blng ocq¡pled strlctly aB lâsalesrßrf and
¡hop asalatante, D% werc fomale.

Both donestlc servfce end nureln¡; were vlrtually eegregated occupatlona¡

whlle betçeeri 6e-117, ol clothlng workerg wer€ lemale' In the easc of

sales ìvorkerË, the Censue stgtlstles of 1971 do not allottr a broalsdowr¡

betseen shop pfopfletoro and ahop asgletantg. Oenerally, many ilolìo mn

thsn wouren owned chopa: 1n 1933, lpomen aonprlsecl 80fr of the totel cetegory

"p€rtona engagcd ln conunercer" blt were E% of those etrtctly ttcflngd a¡
ttsalesnßn" a¡rd t'ebop aseistÈrrts.t' tçtth thls ln mlnd, the ratlo of wocn

per hundred ealea workprs ln 1971 would be conslderahly htgher than 63%

1f proprletors were excludod. t9lth teechero, there rras a rnore 6v,t¡n

balance of men and woræn, ht Eorrnn comprlsed an absolute naþrlty a¡

well ss belry aubetar¡tlalIy over-ropr€Bented ln comparleon wlth tlp ov€r-

all fensle partlclpatlon rate ln all occupatlons. Finally, elorlcal

work wae becomtng tncreaelngly fenlnlzed over the ftr¡e clecedes¡ rcrtortr,

If rc look at eubcatcgorfea of clerlcal occtrpettonB, r€ flnd that 1n bth
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1993 a¡rd tÐl, the cetcgpry of "t¡rptet, Et€nographer" wel 99-troO% fenetrco

Thus, altbo¡gh on tlrc ba¡le of, lnduatrlal categorlzatlon lt appcared

th¿t thc male end fensle publlc workforcea were convcrailngr thl¡ lt ngt

bornc q¡t ÈV the occupatlor¡el statlettcg¡ tt¡roughot¡t the flfty ytsrt

tt¡sre roÍulned a cloa¡ dfetluctlo¡¡ btwsen womonta Joba a¡rd nnara Jobr.
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III. re¡r

(a) the Arbltratlon Syaten

Apa¡t from belng segregated lnto a small numbr of occr¡petton¡

wlthln tlp n¡hllc coonoqr, worÞn wore algo treatcd tiltfsrontlally ln a

nunbcr of other yra]rg. Throughout the flfty yoatÊ, women r€calvad BuÞ

ctantlaUy loççr wege; tha¡r mcn. In the early decadeg of ttp cantury

somon, Þccrae tboy wonc wonÞn, wero awaadcd approxlrnately 6Ofl¿ of tlp

n¿Ie ratea ln tho eane ararrl catcgory¡ durlng the;Þecond lÍorld üar, tlpy

r€câlt¡od Þlrcen õ4 md 1OO% of the mala ratc, dependlng upon e verlcty

of war-tl¡p contlngonclcr¡ alter the rar, noct rcÉn dmpped bacts to 7õ%

c lwer¡ dr¡rlng tiha l96Os and 196o¡r a setler of legal battløa wero

lougbt to ralsc lemelc ratos, a¡td elow1yr md plecemealr some cqulty
1

wae galnedo- Ae well, there ïsre ¡pcclal aondltlons attasl¡ed to thc publlc

cnploynent of womn¡ tbsy wcre not permlttorl to work ln Jobs that rcqulrcd

the llftlng of obþcte above a eertain welght¡ thoy were forbiddcn to

work over-tl¡ne or outalde ccrtain hou¡r tn sone lnduatrlea¡ urdcr ærtaln

lndu¡trlal ¿utards, veqy tew and tho lo¡reet gFadea of nork werc opcn to

torurr¡z Dtt apfantLccehlps wore elosed to wonen, wbo wcre ttrua dsrlod

the poeeiblllty of acquÍrlng akllle¡ ln many Jobs, wonrn rere ¡aclcd ar

loon a6 thcy tunnd twenty onc and werc due adult ratee¡ i.n nany othcrs,

they were eacl€d (or requlred to reelgn) upon na"rrlage -- this wa¡

partLcularly tln case ln tln ¡ubl1c authorlty and profesalonal Eector.

Thæc werc tI[o -onp¡,cnrnta¡Ð' argunent¡ ussd to Juetlf,y thGs€

dl,selnlnatorA lractlca¡ torard; fe¡na.lc pubtrlc not{ssrsi onc ¡ct

l. Edna Ryan a¡d A¡ure Conlon, @ntlo Invadcro¡ Augtrallan ltomqn at Work
l7æ-7W4 (Syaney: Ì¡olson, 1975), grûa;al.ty.

2. I bld. . P. (i4.
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concorned uonånrc natrre, tlp othar conoÞrnod rns¡¡ta role a¡ fÊnlly

Þldwlnnor. Beldly atatcd, the somants naturc BrguËnt clalmd that a

wo¡nanta plaoc çal ln the horp ancl hor Job was a3 wlf€ and rcther. carlng

for hor fmlly. Slngle woæn could work ln ths publlc êcoûronyl ao long

a¡ 1t dld not lrnpalr or dctract from thclr fi¡tnrc aE.lltlo al Tlvêl ånd

mthæt. Thlc arjumant (dleausæd above ln Cbapter Tlro) r was lnvoked

eapoctally to cxplaln thc rcttrlctlon of, wþn nra puhll,c ocerpatlorc.

Womtnr¡ work ln thc publlc eco¡romy ¡hot¡Id b conpldord ar ln oxten¡lon

of thclr fanfty cdrosrn! ond d the nethodg of domeetle vork. Thur, ln

lactonle¡¡ at tn f,mlllec, uomon wêrc concartrod wlth naklng and cleanlng

clothea, and wlth prêpartng and proccarlng food¡ a¡ we1l, wotÉnt!

dom¡tlc routlne llttcd thcn to the patlent, palnstaklrg, repetltlvc a¡d

npnotono,¡a taaka of p¡occ¡E work. In thq tcrtlory lcetor, uomanta

larnfly role of faclllt¡ttng eorrarnptlon w¡¡ extended Þyond the lani.ly:

tlre alrop-girl scnrcd th6 publlc, escletlng ln tlp coneunptlo of, ceeentlol'ly

fentnlne/fantly co¡urodltt€¡ - drdperî, grocerl€s, @nf€ctlonery, elothlng.l

fÞ fcnele./tantty ldeal of ecrvlce, too, cxtædcd luto the publlc real¡nt

nurelng, of our¡e, requlred thc dtgnlty end dlrclpllnc of, true ldleo,

aó nol.l oa the dedlcatlon and carc of nnthcra¡ 2 vblle toaclrlng, tbc carc

of emall chl"ldron and gl,rls, uas elso obvlouely an extenglon of '*omntg

natcr¡al nature and tholr lamlly ta"ok of aoclallzatlon. Doneatlc ae¡rlcc

war c¡rarly aeen st tlË nost eppropriste work for wotrpn a¡ both crrprearlon

I a Tbc¡c seFô thc maJor catcgorle¡ of fcmalc "dealcr¡" ln the 1993 ccn¡u!.
See a1ao, Beatrlx Ilacy, "The shop clrlr" e-Lone.-{$, I Scpto
l9oE, pÞ. 629-90, r@roduod ln Thc t{or1d MorËf slowlvr A Doqrpd¡t¡rv
IllstorT of Auetralla¡r úlonnn, ecl. by Beverley l{lngaton (NrS.Wot
Crr¡ctl, l9??rr pp. 116-2Íì.

Bcycrlcy Klngatcrr, Mv wtfe. ltv Dsr¡ghtcr a¡rd Poú Mery Annt Hotpn
e¡rd lïgrk ln AustraUq (Melbr¡rnc¡ Ne1son, 197õ)¡ pp. 8l-91.

2t
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of, tholr n*t¡rt cnd aDtrsrtleahlp tn fæntly csro bfop ÞcqltrA

¡¡lrtrostôa of thelr oTB lrôrr¡rtt¡ At tof clorha, tl¡olr posltlo¡¡ rrar a

¡lttla a¡nbtguous, tnt thoy tæ oould Þ ¡cen ôË ffflu!.rlng tho patlanoc

anrl cnJoya,æ¡Ê of mætony thêt htrr¡ßælws 6¡¡ÞpoÉ6dly posroeaedl 
", 

n aff

a. stpoctr of tho rl.ferl rotpilnülbûllty for sale onfort a¡¡d tlp lllrt-

¡t1out nonraltty d rtorghtctf,.E

Voæa, by aaùrfËr rorlt ed¡Ëldor€d u¿fl't fo¡'work out¡tde th¡s

occupstlona¡ afrd 6vsn rv1thtn tlresr, tbe $orlr tlmy dld we¡ drro¡pd 1nfsrlûr

to tl¡at rlæo by mr ifoarcn úè16r fn geuora,t, Jud6q¡ to ba tlaltd lD

phyelcel rtrwgtht to l¡att nors dolLeato eenclbellLtl'onr to Þ la¡s

ncc.àlney-nlndod thrn nø, otc.3 Altr of whl,ch roro a¡-l¡nlrabLe qu¡Lttf.o¡

I ¡ ?hta 1¡ not nonly a lûütcrdey lntcrp¡'otatlonr hrt wga clcarly
orplrmod ¡nd cndor¡od åt csrt.y at 19æt t'ubüo tho. oçloyuat of
r juntor nale clerk on tbc ú¡tlßt ol reærdl^sg anÃ] f'uåxl¡g papæ!
tsr a porlod of ono or tço yc.rt 1r ddlrsblo f,ro¡a thc eta¡td+otst
of t¡atnlne to oúf lca rq,¡tlne anrt prcoodur€, l¡16 furtlpr !ðtüatlo
on thc work l¡ urwho, a¡ lt¡¡ttlnE hlt Êralnlng f<¡l othct porltl.onr
roqulrlng l¡lttatlror and reøultlng ln s loos of ¡s¡bltlm¡ eoaÈË,nsd
vlth a feellng od ctl¡¡stl,¡f¿rctlor¡ tltlr hto onyiro¡ænt¡ T!9 ,routtar

ard,
çhore the oxperlffiit ha¡ bon trlèdr tt 1¡ fot¡nd that fwde o[crk¡
d1Êc,b¡lg6 th,¡ dutlel Ln c cettcfact6¡y m,nn6!r" (Ëqhaalr üldcd.)
Iloyal Corml¡dør ør Fubllo f;o¡vtca Admlnlttrnt Íon. Corrffiçsülth

, ro¡coôræd 1¡ lilngrton¡19þ-?,1¡ Vol. trII¡ pe 7õ
l16.a

éa

3.

$oo Joen c¡,arF6 ond Zoe orl,cer¡t, Glrl Frtdav¡ ln llctolt (s¡tncyt
ltlph¡ Bookr. fgg0) ¡ Usry K. EcDút, socrotÊrvt Atr EÉüulr jþÈa

(t I l¡Tanrrg,
, .äo¡3

(spri¡re f 9?û) r ÞÞr 39-lc¡ Èf r llÊv: le et th.
T¡6rrrrlterr" Rrdfcpf Á¡prlga, 8¡ Nor a[ (iluly-,ttgr 1û7{)¡
fir l-38t

ir,.$. Fotter, s }rì4loymrt tbard ln
Aultrollår" o¡ S3 (l}ecr lÐ¡S),
p. 63?.
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In the donegtlc sphæe, tr¡t ln the publio sphorc lecl to r6ù¡cod productlvlty¡

wlrLch, ln ùrrn, Ied to wonen's wag€É blng neec¡aallly lover tha¡r ¡renrg.

Thle rêt of vlews conce¡rrlng n'omente natu¡e and publle worklng potentlel

wer€ succlnctly stat€d by Judge Foster, ono-tlre chalrpereon of the

worrcnts Employrænt Board (lyES), ln 19451

. tïoren wero not as p¡oductlve ae rþn. Ftrstly,
bcca¡se of thelr Emaller physlcel strength.
whlch funplùes lege enduraricor npre rapld fattgue,
lcae phyatcel a¡ld nèrvous reBlsta¡rce to strain¡
aecondly, boar¡se of ttrelr pertodlc dløablllty¡
thlrdly, becauee of thelr greater absenteefsn¡ ¡ o i r
e,nd lostly, bscauoo of the mrch groater tu¡nover
ln f,emale labour.¡

Thle vlew of weaknegs arrd lesEer prnoductlvlty was stated strongly aø

faCt, and wae acted uÞen in dete,¡'mlnlng fonnale wagos, clesplte Fosterre

ov¿n admlcglon that "tlre taclç of measurtng üÌre rslatlve offlclene¡l and

produetlvlty of wcnon as compâred rvfth m€n v/a,E a no\tel oner fi¡II of,

dlfflcul ty."Z Sioreover, the ovklonce of r,Þrnents leea€r productl,vlty that

Fogterrs ifonenre Ëmploynent Bos¡d took Jucllcla1 notice of was merely the

t'oplnlons of employe¡s, na¡¡agers and fore¡en e¡rd . . . thÊ vlew¡ of the

storpn the¡ss,elves, sornetlnrE supportecì þ the testlrnony of mele woúkers.t'3

Not until l9€9 was an attørpt made to meaeure proôrctlvlty, or rathert

work value, accrrrately.¿ In that year the lr{etal Trades vere zubJected

to ca¡efi¡L scrartt¡y by the Arbitretlon Courtr a¡rcl it wûE "reveated that

female enployeeo were dolng +ork that wae ln ovory way the equaL ol that

I Ibld.. D. 639.

Ibld.. p. 638.

ÄÞ$. ¡ Boe also, Ryan and Conlon, Gentle Invaders, pp. lü-L32.

The Meta1 Tredee lltork Vgluo Inqul¡y, Conmonn'ealth Conclllatlon and
Arbltratton comlsllon, Irrint No. B 2961, 144?Ã/6e) dlacr¡s¡Gd ln
Ryen and Conlon, Gentlo Invadersr pP. l5e-69.

a

2.

3.

4.
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done þ m¡rlee v¡lthln tho ranges obser\¡ed."t Ât the tlne of th€ Inqulryj

wonÞn nÉtal trarles rvotrkorg ü,ere generally recelvlng 78"1" of the male ratê.

The cllecrepa¡lcy botn'een femalo oncl male rêtos of puy lvas aleo

baeed on anothor Long-stanclin¡¡ argument that was not subatantlally

challenged In i;outh Austrutte unt1l the government onacted legls1atlon

for tire provlsion of equal pay r'nder certaln circumstenceg ln 196?.2

TlrlÊ wa-s the conçept of neods, wl¡lch had beeri lnterpreted througlrout

æst of tho century Bs meanfng the noeds of a worklng man and hlg wlf,c

and famllyr in 1907, Judge Iliggtns of the Comnonwealth Århltratlon

Court establlebed tire¡ concept of tlæ "llvlng wage" or ¿ oollcopt premlged

on tlr prlorlty of male publlc workers ee besdwfrutere and on a sex-

segregatod publlc (anrl domestlc) ec@ornlo Higgtng wlahed to establleh

a "fafr snd reaeonable renuneratlon"S fot r¡nskllIed worhers; tb gtanrlard

he eet as approprtate wae that of "ttp nonral neetls of thÊ n'r€rag€

enployee regarded ae e hunÊn bslng 1¡r a clvllleed corununlty.rr llhen lt

câ^aË to aseesclng needs, lllggins ma¡le a funda¡¡ental, dlstlnction betveen

men arid womenS rcn he presumed were þeadwlrmers, ond thetr neede

lncluded tlrose of thelr fe.rrtlles; wo¡nen lre preauned hsd only themselvea

to eupport, and elrould thorefo¡re receive e proportlonally lower rate of

pay. lÍhether or not ps¡tlÉr¡lar rn€n were boclrelore, or whether pertlq¡laa

rvonon wer6 responsthle for the suppont of dependa.nta, were Lrrelevant

coneidoratione ln Illgglnef goneral rutlngr

1. Tlp bletal Tradcs lnqulry, po 8lO¡ $þtod l.g Ryas ad Conlæ,
oeiitle. iilv¡do¡r1 p. l5?.

2. Ryan ard Conlon, Gentle Invadcrs, p. l4B.

3. 2 CAn 5, euoted ln llyan and Conlon, s!þl¡gg{g¡ pr 9O.
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All women worklng ln tho publto eèonony were p¡osumd to be single

and dtrralttng marriage. They engaged in such rr¡ork nnroly to f,ll1 ln tlme

and to trry thenselvee flnery.

If the glrle wlll have their flnery at the eacrlflæ
of othcr thlngs mo¡e neoesaary, that 1e thelr hra!,ncra;
brt probably l"t Ls noü falr to force the ernployers to
pey for aLl that a gfrl may fancy as blng n€ceosa¡y
human regulromenta.¡

Publlc vr€k was a¡r Interlude þfor€ p€rmenent domestlc rvork when tlny rvould

be "kept" by thetr husbånde for whorn publlc t'¡ork was a llf,e-long actlvlty.

A by knovrs fro¡n blrth lF ìütll be a breedwlnner¡
that 1E hls lot ln llfe. A elrl learn¡ that ln ÈII
probabilfty sbe will marry. IIer work wtll only b a¡¡
opf.eode ln her llf,o. r . . Thê groet maJorlty llvo
wtth tlptr porcnte, a¡rd these should rocclve a wage
whlch wlll relleve tholr parente of the whole expon8G
of thelr upkeep h¡t not neoegoarlly one whlch w1ll
glve tÌrelr PareDta a Proflt.Z

Tb3 Arbftratlon @ult d1d recognlse that Êome wom6n would havc to work

eftcr mrarrlage, and that aome would even hovo tl¡e ca¡e of dependanta,

But sudl woñEn w@r6 ønaldo¡¡od exeeptÍonal' 'fl¡olr wages æuld not b

increased becar¡se "the nfnlm.lm @ncept cannot b baeed on exceptlcrral

cese¡.tr3 thls atrlct determlnatlon of wages on tbe bael¡ of acx,

h)wevBr, openod up a ratlær unfortunate posslblllty. If, women nerc

clnaÞer workers, then enployÊra, ln the Lntere¡ts of greater proflt,

night begln to erploy rÞre wonËn, to the cxcluelon of nen, who would b

drlven Lnto unenployront and thelr famtlle¡ lnto poverty. Thl¡

alùrattqr had to Þ guardod agatast. Ili(;glns determlned, tlrerefore,

that tl¡e wage ahould follow the Job, not tho pÊrÊonr and that €Eah Job

rntrst b aÉ¡aesaod as blng npro zulted to elther $o¡nen or tFnt

1. 13 CAn 69õ, quot€d ln llyan ond Conlon, Gentle Invaderqr p¡ 98¡

2t Bulletin of the New Sq¡th lïales Boe¡rl of Trsde Llvlng ifase Adult
Fenales 1918 DeclÊreti,on, publlshed 1921¡ p. vf.¡ quoted 1n ltyan end
Conlon, qe¡Éfg-].¡qt¿eÉleEÐ p. 83.

3¡ 6 CAR 7l¡ qrotcd ln Rym and Conlon, ¡þg!lg_@9!gr pr 9õ.



I 63.

I f tle reork 1s manr É vorkr the nl,ntm¡m vago to
bt ftxcd tor sn adult 1¡ s wagÇ ¡ufflclcnt to
keep e rnan, hls wlfe, a¡rd a famlly of tt¡ree
childrgn in res¡¡onable cornf,ct. If lt 1g wÐma¡rta
work, a wage sufflclent to keep a sl¡gle womar¡ ln
reaÉütsbtre comfort. ¡

Tlura, lf a noman dld a månls Job, ahe rn¡st b peld a ma¡rre wsge. It

waa aËauttÉd that enployers¡ faced wlth the prospoct of hat¡lng to pay tle

saflE wage to eny eqloyec, whether male or f,onaLe, would autonatlcally

prefer a male worker¡ lt wes further aÈaumod that a male rt¡orker would

not wleh to work in a wonanrs Job bcause ol tÌ¡e leeeor rate of pay.

Thua, oact¡ sex wor¡ld be protected fron the competftlon of the other.

'fhe concept of the dtfferentlal llr¡Lng wage and tlp sex-eegregatcd

economy we¡e strongly eupported or¡er the next flfty year8 by both

enrployers and male ¡rubltc workera. Thc fornpr gafn<l holftrlce labur

for all Jobe they could define as f,o¡mlei the Latter galned protêctfon

ffom conpetltlon and malntenance of a refuge tn tne farnlly.2 In thle

way, Illgglner e¡tablteh[ent of the dlfforentlal ttvlng wage conccpt as

1. ll CAR 3o6, quoted ln Conetsnce Larmour, "Yonents ì'fagss and the t{ßBf"
i'lorneu ¡t .rforkr êd. An¡re Curtlroys, 9q g. (Canbome¡ Australlan
soclett for the study of Labour Hlstffi, r9?g) r g. ?4.

2. "Ëryloyer lnterest was cloarly to keep thc temale rate at õ4 pcr
cent of the basic waSor ! r . Unlon lntereet ln that perlod ofthlghr unemployroent Ærre lnterqr'sr yøa¡Ð was to protect the
workforce (¡aale beedwlnners) bry Ëettlng up barrlera to the entry
of equall.y productlve females. In the courtsf patrlarchal wolfare
ldeallsm the unLons found wllllng all.lee to thelr calraer The Job
aecurlty of one sectlon of the r¡orkforcs ryae meintalned at tb
e¡(pense of a soctlq¡ of tÌ¡e workforce deered rrcre rtranaltory.0
Capttallsts h.Bd tlplr cheaf, reeerve to fund thelr cycllc doma¡rd for
labcn¡r (alboftr not rvlthout tho courtsr reetrlctlone). Malc membrg
of the workforce hnd l¡ousekeepors and the prlvlleges tlrat go wlth
gt¡ch a sex-rolè dlvlslÐn. The malntËr¡ansg of e reelm of rprltatct
autlrorlty ln the fantly no <bubt helped to llghten the h¡rden of
tlpt¡ rrcr'e abJect eltuetlon in work 11fe." Fenny tlyan atrd Tl,m llowæ,t'$onen, /trbltration and the Fanllyr" It Tronen t!¡ iiorkr €d. Clrrthoys,
p¡ Ð¡ Siee a1eo, tìya¡¡ ånd Conlon, Gentle Invaderer pp. 110-11.
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the basle of wage determlnetlon entallod legat Êpproval and relnforce¡nont

of, dlscrlmlnetlon aßalnst wonnn 1n ter¡ns of ratee of PaJr nnd of a:.eao

and condltlons of worlc -- ln the nar¡n of tho protectton of, tlre f anily.

Il¡ring nost of the tlentloth-century, South Âustrallan wonen

rÞre concentrated and segregated lnto eer¡en or êlght cornparatlvely low-

paylng, ldt-prorþtion occupatlons, not alone by ntrture or by cholaø, tut

because they wers herded lnto them lry the colluslo¡r of the courtsr the

employars a¡rd tlæ unlons, brcrught to6ethor ln tlte arÞitratton syetem.

Fon over alxty yesrs, that oystcm ernployed r¡nsubetantlated theorlee of

woments donÉstie nc,ture ¿ncl 1oç¿ productivity, ancl rneure natur¡ll ¡ole ae

fðrnily bregdwlnnere, ln order to Justify tho llrnlting of wornenre opportun-

lttee ond to kee¡r women tn thetr "prrpertt place urlthln tho pulrllc esonory.

Ncrretheless, gradually, $iorn€ln eifd begin to push outwards the tpurdarle8

of that proper placer

Ae ttp economy dlverelfled, a few wonrcn were able to work ln a

vlder rangê of occupcrtlone than prevlously. lifore lmportantly, wlveg

e¡rd rpthers f.n increeslng nunbers remained In or roturrred to tl¡e publlc

6co¡6¡y. These chû€es ln wonrrnrs work, both public a¡rd clornestÍc, and

ln the rolntlon of goocl women to pubLfc wük, occured elovrly fron the

Late l93O¡ o¡rwarde. By the 19GOs, there was a genoral aocLnl perception

of drsmo,tlc chango, a perceptl,on that enalyatc of, the tl¡ne were anxtouB

to disallow.l Both perceptlons wero co¡eoct: ft depended on what

aspects of rvorklng 1lfe one looked at¡ snd what and lÞw flexlble were

on€ro vlews a"s to the eppmprlate bohavlotrr of good erem€rro From tln latc

Thelma lluntor, t'The Ernployment of Ifo¡non ln Auetrallår" ¡|gg4glg!
Induetrlal nelatlons, 3 (oct. 1961)r p. 94¡ l'larttn and lðlchnondt
ffiättrltor" p. l.

I a



106.

193Oe on, the status of women ln the publ!.c workforcre waÉ in transltlon.

TIF amblgultloe a¡rcl contradictlons o.f thls traneltlon wer€ manlfested ln

partlcularly stark terns durlng the Stecqrd ülorld Í,a¡. The war ca¡r þ

geon, not so n¡uch as a watershed betwoen two conceptions of tire good $¡oËn

in tlæ publlc econorqy, lert rather, os a time of crleis rvithin a long

p$oc€ss of clronge.

(b) ?Ìrs Second tTorld 1ïo¡l

the crLsle in the rolatLon of go<d wonen to the publlc acoûodpt

engenderød by the wsr was cqrtred a¡ound tbreo aomoì{¡hat aontraaiotory

ne€d¡ of the Êoclety3 to molntaln tta peacotlrna clvlllan productlvlty

End to o:cpanrl Lts defence and mflltary productlvlty at the eamc tl.rns as

lt wl"thdreu, hundreds of thousands of men from the publlc €conory for non-

prorluctlve mllltary duty. In fts earLy y€a¡Br the wer arrl lts organ-

lgatlon w€re conctdered etrl,ctly merts tr¡elneee. Not onLy ì{oro wo¡nen

s@ên sÊ rursulted for such mattore, hrt they were llkefy to cause tlrtre

trouble than tlrey we¡e worth.l Follorvt¡rg the bqnblng of Pearl Harbq¡r

on I Decembcr 1941, howcvor, the Governrpnt took rnore drastl-c reasures

to tra¡refozrn tlre oountryrs "tuelneaa as u¡uel" attltucte lnto one qf

"total ngr." ThÍe ner,v concept entalled the radlcal step of Governmnt

æntrol and or€anteatlon of all lnduatry ard labour power.2 In early

1 Throughout 1939-40, the varlot¡s dofonca mlnlsters were adarnantly
agalnet the enllst¡ænt of '.vomê¡t f.n tl¡o forcoo, even fo routlne or
nr¡nlal work, unlese tt was completely Lrnpoaslble to recn¡1t men for
tfn þbs¡ B@€¡ €r[!r¡ ]'aul llasluck,
1939-1941. Austrslla ln the wer of 1

The Gwern¡nent and the Feonle
9.39-1945r Serlcs 4 (Clvt1)¡

Vol. 1 (Cnnberra: Âustralf.a¡r ìfar &femorlal, 1952)r pP. 4O1-4O8.

2. In Juno 194(), the l¡c¡doral tþrrernÍpnt hûd legislated for ttøelf,
"@mplete control ovsr Australlars resourcea, pnoductlon, nånpdt€r
enct pcople, provlded only that ft should not have the power to lnposc
rany form of orpulsory rervlcc beyond the llmltg of Auettra'lle. r"
F.K. Crowley, (Melburne¡
Wr€n, f9æ) s p. lù4t Undcr thla pomr, f.t est¿bllehed the D,cpartmt
of '.Var OrgânLzatlon of Industry and the Àlonpder PrlorLtles lþard¡
Lcr Wall&€t Cr lfurth,

(cont. )
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lÐ49, a Menpower DtrectorÊ.te wâ,s established, wlth poTeer to couuusnd e

natlonryt:ö reglatratlon of uIl BritlÉl¡ sub¡þcts, bottr male ond fenale,

over tlp ¿ge of slxteeß yearts; to oxempt ê¡ry pereon fro¡n servlce 1n tlp

def,ence forcos; to dlrect unemployed persone to accept ernployrnnt¡ and

to decla¡e Inclustrtes and r¡nderta.kinge ttprotected" (tfrfs mee¡rt the

"freezlngtt of, Ìabour ry preventtng unauthorlzed clienrleso.l of workeca a¡rd

prohtb!.tlng workero fro¡n leaving thelr enployment rvlthout permtsalon). I

Inltially, tþ Ì,far¡povJer Ðlrectorate wo.a concerned v¿lth the re-

organlzation ¡:¡d control of the me,le econorny. l¡frst pr{.otty wae rec¡r,¡lt-

nsrt of ¡en for tho fìervlces¡ second ws.s thÊ provlslon of labour tor the

productlon of rvar ec¡uJ-prnnt, euppllee and conotnrctlon¡ tltlrd, tho

provf.sfon of labour for er¡se¡rti.al clvill.a¡r services and induetrlear Þ¡t

by lata lg44 Auetralle hod

vlrtually roae.Lred axhaustlon polnt ln the use
of lnr evallable ¡nÊnpwer. To roach tt¡e requlre-'
¡¡ents of 35rOoO flghttng and worklng unltÞ a
rcnth, ehe hes ln slght only an addltlona.l
l()rOOO a rmnth. ¿

Th!.e was the crlsls that brougtrt abcn¡t e rc-evaluatlon of u¡onônts role

ln the publlc econor¡ry. put Ëf.mplyt large numbere of npn hd been wlth-

drawn frr¡¡n tl¡o 2b11c econor\y fn order to ftght¡ thls pleced the ctvlllan

r¡a,le econony ln Jeopardy aÊ there ìyås no sufflctent rsÊorvoir of men to

take thelr pltrcôa¡ tlror.e was msnrÉ work to b done, and no one elsê Irrt

Tto¡n€n to do it. Prevl,crrs poreeptlons of uomelro plaee vls-b-vls publlc

û7
Ilesluck, (þJernrent and Peo¡¡le 1939-1941r pp. 38?-9€o

1. I'iurth, lrla¡roger Lrtrectorate¡ Þp. Ð-21¡ Ë.

2. .The Job Auatrelia 1.6 Dolng, Auetrsllan Newa erid Infor¡¡atlon Buraau
(Nen York), 1942, p. 1.
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$ork had therefore to b altored. Ìfo¡ncn had to bo enecr.¡raged to lsave

the Ìrone whtch was thelr natural pLæe aÞ wlv€Ér lrcthorer daughtera and

servants: throughout Àustral la, over lo0r0oo extrs women (g?', of aff

ìAromen over fourteen) who wot¡Icl, undor normal ctrcumstances, haw rcmelncd

Ln the do¡nsstle economy, transforroci lnto ttre puUltc;l over 75'OOO

wo¡Þn left prlvate doneetlc gervlce and entered other eectore of the
.u

püblfc econofly;e wo¡ïEn who worked ln protected undertakJ.ngÊ were

encourgged to remaln at work after matrfage, and enployers were f,orblddcn

to eack won€n on ¡mrrlage, regardloss of their prevlously establlehod
âpractlce¡- eyen women wlth young clrtldren trere encouraged to return to

puþI1c work -- eapectally in South Australia.4 Wo¡nen hed alao to bt

encouraged to work 1n occupatlons that pnevlously had boen excluslvcly

male, and that had been conslqlercd dlatfnctly uneulted to womant s nature¡

tbere weÊ great surprlso when lt rvas observed that ïon€n could do m¡ch of

thls work ""ImoBt" aË wêIl a6 tæn.

1 a
''Facte and Flguree of Austral la at tYar, ìlo. l, June 1943, Scctl'on 2¡
in S.Â. ân extre Iro0o u,oÍÞn were added'to the publlc enploynant
etatlstlcs , Il. Hlret, "f;
Iteeent Employment Trends,

ocondary Industrfes ln $outh Austral1a¡
" Royel Geogrcphlcal soclety of Âuetralagle

South á,uetrallan Br4qch Prcçee€l!þÆ, ã() (llec. 1949) ¡ p. 52.

2. llurth. ùlanDolfler. r¡. 14'-"
Austral lan (¡¡arterly,
Cl"a¡ke and P.lI¡ Cooke,
Prsctice Bull tln 5. No. t (l'iarch 1949)r p. 30.

76.3. \furth. $faripower. n.--. -

lrlollLe Ba¡rno, ed.. Âustrallan lTonren at Wa¡ (tlelbourne: ReseÊrch
Group of the Loft Book Club of Vlctorla, 1943) r PP. 681 63.

f ¡ eoe elso, IIeIen Crlsp, "ïiornsn tn l,lunltlonsrtt
13, Ilo. 3 ($ept. 1941)r pp, 7l-72i A.C.
"lI Group $tudy of }Torren lYorkorsr'r Peraonnol

4 I
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To a,ll of ua lt wag str alna¡¿lng rovelatlon to aee
wonðn who were yesterriay worklng ln beauty selons or
wbo bed not proviously worked outelde thÊlr own
lþmoe or who hed come fronr the counters of rotell
storco or a rlozen other lnduatrles renclered euper-
fluoue by the vg¡' who norv stood bhind rnlghty mochlnea
oporatlng tbstû with a eklll and ntastery that u¡ae

lfttle strort of marvellousll

There tyaa no questfon that tite ar¡thorities who were lnstlgatlng

thts vast recrultment cønpaign rvere 4{are that they were actlng !n

contrsdictlon to the prevlously entrenched rhetorlc urd practice concern-

fng women and publlc work.

The natlonal ocononty, for the psËt two genorationa,
has beên dLreotcd towards the estahllslïnont rvlthln tho
Arratrallm Ìrome of ¿ur incrc:aslngly hlprh standard of
1lving.

The cllrect result of tl¡1s pollcy has been to coneolldate
the famlly unltr thereby wlthdraurlng from enplo¡rment the
vast maJorlty of tvomen a.t marrlage.

The lndustrlal €ænomy haa dellberately dtccouragod tln
entry of woren into occupettons vrhere heavy munual labour,
fatlgue gnd monotony harre been predominant featuroa.

Therefore, ln eeeklng, under tiro drivlng neceselty of
war, to recrult womsn poÌrer to lte utrpot lnduetrlal
capaeity, ¡lustralia þ¿e had to change overnlght a p8ychol-
ogy that hag þen fostered for generatlong.¿

The only Justlflcatlon fc thls radtcal departure from trarlltlon wae thc

dtre but torporary natlonal emergency. In 1941, F{rtnp IlÍlnlster Curtln

gave a ¡.¡ut¡tlc unde¡taklng "that all wo¡r¡en employed under the condltlons

approved shall b ernployed only for the duratlon of the war, and ehell

be pèplacÉd by men es they become avallable."3 [iuch statementa ltore

necessary to cal¡n the fears of two large eectlons of the connunltyl

I a ÌTIIB DecLs-lo.¡¡F-o Vol. 1, Noo. 1-149r Apptlcatign by the *flnlstry of
$IunlttonE, 18 Aug. 1942, quotect 1n Larmour, "líomentc llages and the
lllEBr" pp, to-51.

2. Job Austrajlle ls Dofng, p. 8.

3. Par¡l Hasluck, , AustrÊlla tn
thê tTer of 1939-1Ð4õ, Serf.ee 4 (C1v1l), YoI. 2 (Canberra¡ Augtrallg¡r
Ía¡ Meær!.alr l9?o) ¡ F. 265.
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$lrore who bellevsd that ttrq ¡n¡blXo ernployment of worn€nr and especlalty

marrled worreD, would lead to the trreak up of the famtly s,B the baelc

unlt of soclety, ancl of the horÂe o6 tïþ refuge from a world 1n turmLl;l

e¡rd t¡ose who fea¡ed that male breadwLnners would permanently loeo thelr

place ln lndustry to "chea¡r fems,le latpur."2 Ápart front the aaÞurênc€

that wo¡¡on's employment ln nen's Jobs would be temporary, other eafe-

Euards were necessary. To ensur€ that wr¡nen would not Þ lmpalred ln

tl¡elr future ¡rolee os n¡¡thers, speclal condltlons werê attachod to thelr

publlc employnent: welght llftlng restrietlone, llmltatlon of, hours of

work, aafoty rnÈgures on clangerous rgchtræryr provislon of arenltl@g, etc.3

AII theee condltlons added to the elxperìso of erqrloylng wønen, Ilnlted

thelr ¡rroductlrrc cspacltles, and roduced the range of thelr enployment

opportunÍtlea. To ensuro btb that men nould not lose out ln oompotltlon

wlth cheap female labour and that ï¡Ðmen woultt not be exploltedr I new

wage flxlng trltunal , the t{oripnre ümployr¡ent Board, srae eÊtabllshed to

regulete and enccnrrage the employment of women ln work usually performed

by rrcnr and ln work that lracl not exlsted beforo themr for vrhlch there

wore no Bwa¡ct rates. The Board was eÍDowered to grant awarda of betrveen

@ and 1ÐOîá of the natr e rate, with the maJorlty of its declst.one betng

for go%.4

ì[tth the c.reatlon of the WEB, å nerrÍ prlnclple was lntroduced lnto

wage-flxlng crlterla: that of prod¡ctivlty and efffclency.6 thls

l. Hasluck, Govern¡mnt and People 1939-41r PP. 407-4og'

2. IÈ!9. ¡ ãe€ aleo, lJ.C. IrfcGrath, "The l'uture of lfonen ln Induatryr"
¡rustrallan Qus¡terly' l5 , No. 2 (Juno 1943)r pp. 39-4ú; l{ËB
Dectelons, Ëotsl Trdes cae€r BHP Co. Ltd.f 29 Jcn. 1943r quotGd
1n La¡npur, "llo*errrs lYagee and the lVEBrrt p. 5õ.

Foster, "ilxperlence of the lVËBr" p. 63?.

4 Ryan ancl lùowse, tt^rbl.tratlon and the [¡amllyrtt p. 62.

3.

a

ôo Statutory RuIc¡ l'æ4, p. l49r dl-¡cr¡r¡cd ln Byur and Conlonr 999!L9,
Invtdcrr. p. l3ö.

-t-
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€xplf.cLtly cut acroag the Arbltratlon Courtfe decadea-old crlterla of,

flretly, the concept of needs (of the male work€r as famlly boreadwlnner

end of the female worker ae merely self-sup¡rorting) r and seoondly,

lnduetryrs ablllty to pay. The Cor¡rtra notlon of ¡reede hacl elway¡

been dlrected to the malntenêrce of tl,c frunlly unlt anct of the dlvergent,

non-comp€tlng roles of women and nen ln the famlly end publlc work- 
t

force. It had never fitted the reallty - of many npn rvl.thout fa¡¡l.Ilee

a¡rd of nåny women rvlth the responelblltty of dependa¡rts. The Court.

howover, oonsistontly supported thís paternallstic vlew of the world 1n

Ite decislons, even durlng the war when lte deslre to keep women st

home wag agalnst tho governnsntts natlonal lntereet of recrulting women

to tÌ¡e public work force; It was lnevltable, therefore, that th€ Court

and the \fEB shoul,d colre lnto confllct over the l¡rcompatlbllfty of, th€lr

crltr¡rla. In early 1943r the Arbltratlon Court refi¡sed an sppeal to

relse the 541', rate of female worl(erÊ ln womenr e occupatlons, dec.larl,ng

that 1f pnoductlvl"ty became the crLterlon, then "tth6 share of r¡¡en rvorkga

ln tle fnrlts of productlonr u'ould rbo reduced.r To ralse tho 54 per

cent awarcl would depr€as the re,Iatlve etandar:d of ltvlng of the f aml.ly.t'l

Ttrc altuatlon was thus hlghly anomalouo. ,,'íomen worklng 1n traclltlonal

worænts occupatlons, under the Courtre Jurlsdictlon, received ô41L of.

the male rate¡ wan€n working ln menrs occupetloirs undor the lîËBra

Jurlsdlctlon, rocelved ËX)%. Thls dlsparlty mea¡rt thet "low-sklÌled ìvonÊn

replaclng 1ow-ek1lIed men mlght flnd ther;rãe1veÊ far btter patd than

hlghly-1¡alned women ln tradlttonat \yoments oceupatlons."2

I a 6() CAR 212¡ dlscussed ln Ryan and Rowee, "r\rbltratlon a¡d thc fanllyf'
P.26.

2t IIae luckr p. 268.



tjll.

IIad the n€ed6 crlterlon Þesr a ratlonal one, lt mlght have b€cn

poeelble to argue that women ln ments Jobs noeded the hlgher rate of pay

l¡ecause tireir work wes a€ialnst thelr nature, for whl.ch they needed to be

compensated. Il¡t tlrc experLence of rvç¡men pub1lc !'/otkerE proved thlB

false. lforrcn rvere not d¿rr:nted by ments rvorþ. The ct¡airperson of the tllB

reported t

tt wae found tÌ¡at wo¡nen we¡e w1lllng to undertake
work of all ktnds. ev€n klnds whlch mtght b 16-

:ia:a 
as obJectlonable, dlrty, or even dangerouaf

The Boardra experl€nce wa,s that womcn p¡o\¡ed them-
selvee hlgl¡ly capable and enabled a rvar economy to
functlon ln a manner hardly thought poeelhle bef,ore
the war. They atleUted themselves rapldly to novel
condltlons a¡rd to new work¡ they acqulred a mechlne
B€nË6, showed greot sklil. ancl dexterfty 5.n a.ll sorta
of taska, parttellnrly those requlrlng patlencerèft-
n€ss, a¡rd attentlon to det¡-'111 , rvhlle ln monotonous
repetltloue work, they lnvarlably excelled thelr mâl€
counterparte. I

Moreover, vroments nature tn regard to puÞl 1c r+ork was shovn to bc goverriad

more by flnanclal conslderatlons than by the deslr€ to exprese "feunlnln!,ty."

Once wonen ryere free to work ln occupatto'ns outelde tÌadltlonal ÊreaF

(that ls, onæ thÊ lega,l¡ Ê$êrd prohibltlons agalnst womenre employrcnt

were reÍþ.rea:¡'"3tÞy ctrose the hfghest pattl menre worlç. A 1941 survey

of women nn¡nÍtlons vrorkera found that the average prevlous wage of elghty

randornly selected c,otrþn was ZZ/øþd.; thelr average wage ln the f,actory

3rraa 63/-. i'ílth zuch cllscrepanclea ln ìvages, it was no wonder that wornu

deserted wospnts work and floeked to the war lndustrlego $erloua lebour

1. Foster, "Ilxperience of, the liËBr" pp. 637, @41.

2. For e partlal llstlng of occrrpatlone openod to woronr eee Ryan and
Conlon, Gentle Invadersr pP. 137-8¡

3. ttel.en crlsp, "tronen ln llunitlonsr" Australtan (lusrterlvr 13, No. 8
(sopt. 1941) 1 p. 72.
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shortåg€a ocq¡rr€d ln elothlng Bnd rubber factorleart * food proceaelng

snd precervlng lnduBtrlee, ard ln hospltals and aeylums.S Ths Oovernmnt

waõ conpolled to undertahe a serios of stop-gap measures, most of whLch

aroused conelderable o¡rposltion frorn varloua grouper,ancl somo of which

r¡ære challengcd ln tlp Senate 6nd in the courte.3 lJany peoplo saw the

sexual dlvislon of soclety and e@nomy ae fundûnental to tlre Âustralle¡¡

way of llfe, and were unrvllling to see lt altered, ev€n at a tlne of
t'total war.tt Not untll Âugust 194$ were the wagee of wonen 1n aonc r¡o¡nonll

occupatlone ln vltal i.ndustrlee, not covered by lfDB awards, lncrsased to

7$To of tho ms.Ie rote.4

ltfomcnra experlenc@ ln the wclr had shcrt¡h thnt tho sexuol rllvtslon

of lobour ¡¡nd the sexusl dlfforentlal tn wage rateÉ were prernlaad eolely

upon an assumptlon that a stable and deslrable soclety could exist only

l.f women were ¡nothere and men were beadtulnners, and thot thls aesr¡nqptl"ør

was not necassarlly correct. It had shclÀtn that aszurnptlons about ths

relatlonshlp between wornen and fmbl.lc worlc were not necessarlly correct:

that v¿ornenre foductlvtty was not automatlcal ly lower tha¡r nenrs; thot

ments Jobs were not autonlatlcal Iy more ercluous nor more sk1l led than

woments Jobs, and that \uorüen were as capable as ¡nen of clolng most work;

that it was not thetr female natnre rvtrlch restrleted women to work ln

only slx or ssven mrJor oceupattons, hrt ratter the result of expllclt

denlal of opportuntty to work elsewhere. It had ehown that asa¡mptlona

about the relatlonshtp between narriege./mothchood and i¡ubllc work were

not necossarily correctS that women dld not necessarl-ly cleelre to leavc

1. Ryan and Conlon, Gentle Invaders, p. 132.

2. !'oster, "Experience of the li'EBr" p. 64().

3. Hasluck, Goverrrment ¿md Feople. 1942-45¡ llp. 265-69Ò

Ryan and nowBe, t'Arbltratlon and the Famllyr" pp. 2.6-2?¡ Ryon and
Conlon. Gontlc fnvdc¡¡. pp. 132-3de

4
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the pubtlc workforce on rnarr'!.nge; thnt marrled rvomente publlc workforce

partLclpation dlcl not necessnrlly entall the cìestructlcrr of the famtly.

Af,ter the wnr, howcvcr, rmrch of th old 'rhetorlcal ldeology wes

expoundod agaln, lnsplred by the s¿me tÌvo fears of farnlly breakdown and

nralc uncmployrncnt.

iïhen Laboul has spoken of the economlc emanclpa,tlon
of womatr, lt has never meant ln the Lebour I'fovement
of Austral la, r,,"omanl8 retunr to lndustry so thet ghe
mlght compete with nu¡n for such em¡;loyment aË waE
of ferlng, ancl 1t llras never lntendcd that the lntenslty
of the etnrggle for extstence ahoutd bê lncrerreed by
nraklng avalllblc tn'o porsons for âny one Job whlch had
to b fllled.
WonÞn haw a place, an expanding place, ln indrs try,
com¡nerce, and the professions, and lt 1.Ë that place
they wlll æntj.nue to lrold ln the Áuetrallan economy
of the future. . . . f,ihat ls that pl ace? lÍomen slpuld
knclfl. (1üe€D Ellzabeth, in a recent broadcaetr proudly
proclairned that "ln a hundred wayg, rr'omen har¡e fll led
the ¡:J,aces of men wlp have gpor to flght. After tl¡e war
they would b ealled upon as homemakera to play a great
ps.rt tn re"h¡lldlng famlly 11fe.t'1

Ilany wonmn cllct lndeed leavo the publlc norkforcs at watrs endS aomg

happtly returned ho¡re after thoir stint of patrlotlc duty; nany othere

were unceremonlously saclsed ln the lntereate of male relnstatement and

ô
prlorlty.o Tho prcmtee that worÞnte publlc enployment sþuld be ten¡¡orary

was kept, often againet the wlshee of the *omen eonærnedi snd most of

tlpse who stayed ln the publlc workforce ouffered a drop ln weges.S But

th€ gltugtlondld not return to the prg{e.r norm. r\gainet thê rhetonlc

of domeetlclty arose the pract1ce of rapld induetrlallzatlon. Ttn $outh

Auctralla¡r publlc econo¡ny underwent a hot-house developmont and endured

1. lÍcGrath¡ "\roren ln Industtry¡" p. 45.

2t Ryan and Rowse, "Arbftratlon and the Fa¡ntlyr" pp. 27-3C .

3. Ryan and Conlon, Gentl,e lnvaders¡ pp. 139-40.
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tb "onberrssaænt of ovcr-full ct¡plo¡rænt.ttl Labr¡r wú Ehoat. so

vomn were stlll ncodedr Job¡onrs Invc¡tænt Dlec¡t rcportcd thc

lurgth¡ to whloh lndugtrlall¡ta wont to recn¡1t sorker¡¡

4n many branchc¡ of lndustry, conÞGtttlør tor
Iabur stt ao kec¡¡ ttrat oonpanlca vlcd wltb each
othor tn advertlclng the apcclal prlvllcgea avallable
to cuployccer not the least of whlch ss¡ tb pronl.¡å
of a vorklng vøek congldcrably bald . . . f,orty
hourt. wotm¡ tn pa¡tlcr¡lar \f,cr! roocd Þy prupcctlve
eqloycrr wlth lnducemqrt¡ Ëuch eB frce halrdrcsrlng ln
the flr.t¡ra tlme, frce æale, Ertlets to entcrtatn et
lunch-bot¡t, otc., ln addltlo¡r to the rcgula¡ a¡nc¡rltle¡
of modcrn factony llfo.-

By 1971, ïfio ot all So¡th At¡etr¿llan wo¡mn ovcr llltccr roa!

engegcd ln the publlc vorkforcc1 69g" of tbccc rcrc prtaurtly narrtcd¡

and ovgr one fn four had at lcast onc chl.ld t¡¡rdcr thc age of tge1vs.S

In 1967, the S¡outh Auetrallan gpv.rnncnt h¡¡i tal¡n ¡ flrçt rtcp towarde

reduclng tlrc gex-dlffcrentla.l ln wrges by þranttng "cqual pBJ'to pr¡blto

leryantrr4 *O tl¡e Fcdcral erbftratlon Cotrrt had elao¡ ln 1969, accaptcd

ttn prlnclple thet wonpn dot¡g tl¡c ¡a¡e work s¡ ncn ¡lpuld rcçl,w thc

satrF payr &rt, Ln both caoce, thc prlnclplc dld not aDply to woncn

ongagpd ln work e¡¡entlelly or usuelly pcrl*cd by trcmsr. Bcaa¡¡¡c the

publlc oconory wa¡ etlll prcdonlnantly tcx-lcgrìsgatld, very lcw uonÊ!

bncflttcd flom thl¡ dcelrlon.ô scx-¡rgrGgatlon ve¡ a cqr¡ta¡t over

1. Hlrrtr ttSccondary tdrtrtrto¡ ln So¡th Auatrallar" p. õ?.

2, "1948 ln Rotrorpcetl A Tcar ol capltat Expanrlart' @
ugrt Dlrcet, 13 JËn. 19{9, po 4r

3. Yoncnr¡ Errcsr¡, Departmnt ol Labcur and Natlonal Sewicc, 'Cha¡Sl¡g
HortEoD¡, lÍoÉn 1n tLc Work Forse Scrlcl, BooKlct No. 9, Mclburncr
1970, pr lõ.

4. Ryan and Coulon, Gcntle Invdcrsl pr 148.

6. Ibtd.. DD¡ t4g.qõl .

- 
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thc tllty yËar3 of thle rurvay, dcrpltc great ch¡ngel ln othcr erpoetr

of thc publlc ccoDouy. Thcrc rat no qucrtlon that thll rcrultcd tn

wonon bclng lGcn a¡ "aeparatc tn¡t cqu8t" to nelc Dubllc rorkcr¡. Tho

oon¡cqucaco¡ of thc acgrcgatlon havo bccn outll¡od by M¡sgrrct Poçor¡

tft¡ nelc lebour nartsct bar hlgh wagcr, good
rorklng condltlona, on-thc-þb tralnln8 a¡rd
ror,¡on¡bll cha¡rcc¡ of advancrnont¡ rclrtlwly
lccurc crploymnt ¡nd tradc unlon¡ th¡t oan
glvo Job protoctlon rnd can c6tr1h¡to to bcttsr
rorklng ændltlona and pay. In contreat, ln tho
fomalc labour iaarkct pay ta lo', opportr¡nltlc¡
for on-thc-Job tralnlng and tor pmmtlon arc
ccvorcly llmltcd, Job lnrtablllty le cheractcrlrtla
of nany occrrpetlonr,lrbour turnovor 1¡ htgh c¡rd
unlon¡ herp llttlc barg¡lnlng porcr.'

I a Porrr, tt$o¡lpn'r llorkrtt p. 2FK).
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IV. Th¡ Boalcncc of llorts.

Tlnrr far, I hevs lookcd et tbo rclatlon of læcn to publlc sork

!n Soutb Au¡trolt¡ bctwccn 192O a¡rd 19?O l¡rgcly tn tort¡ of .vcnlgc.

ancl tSg¡,agator, ¡nd of govtrnúnt and Judlclal pollcy dcslllon¡. In

thl¡ lt¡at loctlon, r sfrh to return to tlrc Glcnrldc roneu to llw,

lron thelr cr¡€ notcr, ¡onp of thc nrbJoatt'vc EarnlnSl of rork, or

rlther, how thc gqlorêl end abetract opcratlon¡ ol thå Goonony affccted

thcn lndlvldualIy and how thoy rclpqtdcd. It ler of, cour¡cr lporrlblc

to rccovrr frqn tha cacc notc¡ tb tndlvldt¡.l ncanlng of thplr rork to

tb¡¡c Tontrr l{hat can bc dcrlv¡d, bouovcr, CrG 3oÉ ol thc plttcrnr ol

thclr rcrh, thc ccquancc ol publlc rork orçcrlcnco¡ ln thclr lllc e¡lelcat

rnd laegpcrtery rcoordod comcnt¡ rbout tþLr fccllngl tcfs¡dl thcæ

¡¡3¡¡ertGncrr. Thc Glm¡ldo ronGnr¡ hletorlc¡ a¡e not "typio¡Ir" tlboy aro

not brtng u¡¡d a¡ "rcprclentatlvu" of romcnrr pubtr le rork crporlcnccl,

hrt rathcr, thcy provldc glluptar lnto tbc unlquo ovcryday realltlc¡ ot

womn trylng to ra¡rr thclr llvlngr.

(o) Done¡tlc Scrvloc

Vcre Klng, çb3e qr¡e bl¡tory har bccn outllnd ln no¡o dotell

ln Cheptcr fto, rsl brn ln 19oO, loft ¡cbool ¿ù tb¡ ¡8¡ ol thlrtco,

and cntcrcd do¡¡c¡tle rcrvlcc. Hor ronk hl¡tory tho tt¡¡crlbcd r¡ follow¡!

þ¡t ol hcr cnplolnrrl ecr't unklnd to hcr, dcnendln3
a groot dcal a¡rd glvtng llttle rcnrard, rnetorlally or
othcrtt.. Aftcr thc ag¡ of fõf bcr oryloycr¡ rGlìo
prrtlculraly hard, and lhc lt!¡ troat d at e drrrdgo,
aga1n rulfrrlng tlucctr, elr¡¡¡ and dcprcolatlon lor
all hcr rork. t'I tclt that I oq¡ld ncvGr Õ ¡¡rythfns
rlght¡ thay uæd to toll ma ¡ îar u¡cb¡l ¡nd luytt
-- rsthGr pathctlcrlly. "r u¡cd to try ao bl!d, ht
I re¡ nayor any good" - tce¡fi¡Ily. (Dld thry frlght¡n
or h¡¡m you?) t'I thou¡Þt tboy rould h rt ñ." (lIhy?
Proplc rrc ¡rot allw¡a to do tbat.) "I dotrtt.knol.
Thcy ured to look at ¡¡r ar though tbcy rould.'r ïh.D
l5lad 24 ¡h¡ vsnt to rorh fd ¡ Mrr. Grry. "shc rEa tht
b¡¡t and k!.ndo¡t roDan I hen crpr known¡ thy ror¡ ll1
good and klnd to Er" nanlng tho æabor¡ oú tho lanlly. . r .
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Verg wsa thlrty aGven whm ¡hc lcft Mr¡. Grcyra cnploy and thc publlc

workforcc ln ordcr to gct narrlod. Thcnc aro two eapoctc of the llfo

ol ¡ donc¡tic ecrva¡rt thet can bo dltrn fron tbl¡ ltory. Flrstlyt

Verata worklng llfe ftttcd thc gcncral prc-Sccond lÍorld llcr pattcrn oû

womgn worklng only between leaving ¡chool and marrlage. In Vor¡r¡

ce¡€, boweyorf thls va¡ a rathor protractcd pertod¡ ber marrlagc canc

qultc Iatc tn llfe a¡ conpared wlth ¡nost othqr vo¡¡Ën born a¡ound l9ctO.l

Scvcrel foctorc can bc adduccd to explaln thl¡ rlelay. Vcraf¡ relatlon-

¡hlp with Ìcr flanccr¡ nothc wes mark€d b¡ coriBldcrablc lorttllty --

tlp mothcr con¡ldercd Vora ttnot t1t to bc hcr ¡onr¡ glte" - ¡o thc

¡na¡rlogc var poatponcd untll ttþ mtbcrr¡ dceth. A¡ w€11, thc ycêrB

durlng whlch thl¡ poatponcmcnt prcaunebly took placc rerc I'crgely

dcprcrrloa ycaa¡ (192S-34) r end V¡rar¡ f,t.a¡rcc nay not havc had ¡r¡f f lctot

rorourco¡ to undcrtakc the aupport of ¡ wlfc o¡rd futllyr ro wrlt¡d untll

ht¡ rnotherr c doath and poralble legacy bcforc mcrrylng. A â¡rtlpr r.aÊon

for thc dolry noy have had to do wlth the llmltcd opportunttles for and

rtrlct regulatlon of ¡oclat ltfe that domc¡tlc ¡orvlcc ø¡rt¡llcd. In

Vcrare caao, thta probably var of tlttlo lrnportarroe a.fter rhe took up

¡¡rytac wltb llr¡. Grey, vbon she con¡ldcrcd bcncvolent, altbough tb

benerlolencc could heve lncluded aupcvlalon of coclel llfor e¡ vlth a

dar¡ghtcr.

Hdrcvrr, Vararr Jrrdgncnt of Mrs. Grcy as conpercd rlth bor provlout

oqloyers excnpllflcs ê lcoond aapect of thc gorvsntrr altuetlon: tho

clor¡ personal rcl¡t1on¡h1p of tupcr- and ¡ubpordlnetlon that ra¡

cb¡¡ectsrl¡tlc of thc Job, a rclatlourbtp that æuld ranS€ ln quallty

Tbrcc gusrter¡ of thc lgOO fcnalc blrth oobort m¡rrlcd by tho agc
of thlrt¡r Mctlonald, Ma¡rla8o ln Au¡trallr, Tablc õ1, p. 18O.

I a
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fron beuanolcnca to tyranny bcanre lt waa u¡cncunbcrcd by ertcrnal

rcgulatlonr. Prlvate domcstlc scrvlcc was out¡1d¡ ¡Dost of thc

oontractucl ðafcgugrd¡ ol othcr publlc work. Covercd by no lndurtrlal

derde, protcotcd by no unlon, domestic ccrva"nt¡ wcre aubJect to thc

rhlm¡ and ldlos¡¡nctacl€r of cach cnploycr. Thl¡ lEck of ratlonallaatlq¡

of worlc and tts ¡Felatlonahtpe war the ¡nost hatcd aapcct of domestlo

rervlocrt -o trql thc bcglnnlng of the ccntury (and bcfore) woæn flcd

fron prlv¡tc eervlcc vhenever thc opportr¡ntty aroac.2 Profsrabl¡l. bü

to thc woncn the¡tsalve¡ and to thc aocfd rhctorlciana, they sought

nrniage -- a Job whlch contalnrd rnoy of thc aa¡nc ændltlqt¡ B¡ donGotlc

lcrvlca, b¡t whlch l¡old out thc pronf.¡e of greatcr pcreonal happlnc¡¡.

Altornrtlvqllr a¡ ¡oon a¡ othcr rork opDortunltlo¡ Êrcrtc, ¡æva¡tt¡ lcft

thct¡ porltlona fn largc numbcrt. Wlth lndu¡trl¡llz¡tlon ¡nd coononlc

dlver¡lfl.eatlon durlng thc 193O¡ ¡nd 19{O¡ ln liouth Aurtrall,ar s¡ù

opportr¡nltlc¡ bccenc Íoor€ readlly ¿vallaltl¡.

thc Socond $orld llar qpocd up nany more ayanuc¡ for womcn, and

for the flr¡t tlnc, vomsn were cxhortcd by R¡bllc tnstlù¡tlont to lraYc

thc honc and take up pt¡bllc work. (þvornnc¡rt pcrauaelon rr¡ urd

cxtcn¡lyofy to attrect romcn frm &m¡tlc ¡crvlcc lnto dcfcncc rcrglct

or m¡nltl,on¡. Helcn Veno rc¡ onc who laGt thc teullctï et tho csll -
whrtber for patrlotlc rcnsons, B€n¡c of advcnturc, dls¡gtl¡faotlon wltb

domcstlc work, or hlgher wagss, 1¡ not rcwalcd. thc harl boüt tta rcbcl

l. llurtcl Hcagncy, Aro l{o¡¡Bn Tel¡tng f,cnr¡ Jobr? A Surrpy ol llomnrl

lburncs Hllton rnd Vcùtchf 1933) r DP.
pp. õ1-óã¡ Lronorc Davldoft, "Ma¡t¡r¡d

Ln Victorta¡r and Edr¡rdla¡r Englaltdr"
pg. ilþþ2ß.

2. Scc thc cvldcnæ eublttcd by Mm. A.A. Mtlno, Ins¡Ðctrcse of Faotorh¡
(8.4.)r rtrd Àill¡¡ M.G. Cr¡thbrrtrm¡ senlor Inçrator ol Fectorl.¡ (Y1e.),
to the Scl¡et Co¡mlttoc ol tho Lcalrlrtlvc cou¡oll on tho AU.Spd
Swoatlng EvlI, L¡!gBgE,, No. 71, lgod, p¡rrlo {ã8, ôOã).
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et schoolr" ard lcft ln lg38 havlng eonpletcd Orado ? (prl¡¡a¡y achool).

Shc workcd lnltlally ¡¡ 6 dorncetlc, then Jolnod tlr Tomn0r Auxtllery

Auatrall,an ltlr Forcc (ll.A.A.A.F.), probably aa loqr s3 ¡hc turncd clghtcon

(1949). At uarr¡ end, ohe narrlcd and dld not rctu¡n to the publlc work-

forco -- onê of thc womsn who happtly gavç thelr servlcc¡ publlcly for

tl¡g tcnporery emorgoncy, end Just a¡ hepplly retlrod to ¡¡akt way lor thc

retunrlng malc búcadwinncrs. In latcr ]Ëett ahc dld undcrtake publlc

work, h¡t ra¡ not pald tor lt: lhe bocdne hcr huabandra helpæ wltbout

wagor lu hl¡ ¡ervLce ¡tatlon b¡einct¡. Thet 14, eln expartdcd hcr houto-

work to tnærporate clcenlnS tlrc ltatlon. Shc wantcd to do more, brt

her lu¡8band pretcrred to enploy urotltcr wonan part-tlne a¡ l book-

kccperl Holen clat¡ned thst hcr husband "dldntt want hcr to do book¡

a8 he dldritt want her to hnow hqr nuch rcncy ba h¡d." It rould appGat

frorn the cats notca th¿t, by tÞ tl¡ne of bcr llr¡t adnl¡clon 1n 1963,

when sh€ we¡ thtrty nlnc, Helon çag not averao to the ldca of hcreclf,

r¡ 8 narrlcd æthcr of thrcorvorklng publlcly s8a1¡r both ln ordcr to

achlevc ¡onc flnanctal lndspendânco, and ar an lntcre¡t or dlvcr¡lqr l¡on

hougcsork -- "lt would b fun to cono and work t¡crc fCtqraldo HoepLlaLT

for a whllc, wouldn't 1t." The aa¡e notc¡ do not l¡¡dlcctc wbrt ¡<)rt ol

wqrk ghe ha¡l 1n mlnd, lrrt slp vraa untrefned beyond baslc dmcatlc tork.

Thc atatug ol donc¡tlc ¡crvlce. lta ondltlong and rem,rnaratlon,

had ncvcr bocn blgh. After thc var, lts ¡tatu¡ decllned cv€n furtbcr.

No longcr ê carccr, ar tt bad bocn fn Vcrrrs ca.c, 1t Þcamq r ¡top-

gapr oÌ a Job ol last rcaort. thle aepcct of the ocerpstlon can b¡

¡een ln tlp cass notc¡ of four young womn admlttcd to Glsngldc Horpltel

ln thc 198Or. A cornpoalte ptcturc of thc lour (Ew Innca, Fay Jolrnr,

Owen Klrk a¡rd H€athcr Lawlon) ahonr thcn ag Þlng adnltted to hoçltel

ln thclr latc tecn¡. Thoy hatt left ¡chool ¡ fen ycsrt bfore, rlth fcr

narkctable ekllla, or lf tralned ln, aay, ¡hotthand-typlng, thcn ccrtsürly
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lnerperlaced¡ nono aeomed to evüic€ any Benoe of, wo¡*-ambltlon or

eareer. Each took oR caer¡åI, unskllled work -- on frult ðtallsr ln

fleh ¡Darlrote, ln factorlee, ln ahops -- from whlch they regularly

reelgn€d or wene flred or retronched. Some of the¡4 hpd ema[ chtldrm

and elther æuld not ¡urdertaxø work beceuee of the chlld, or resllzed

the flnøclerl dtff,tqrltlee ol survlval a¡rd eventually gan€ up the chlld.

ê.fter thelr flret admlsslon to hospltal, thø*e yrornon were dl.echa8¡þd

after a ferr rontha, trled to flnd Jobp, feturned to tho hospftalr rr€ts's

dlscharged -- and Bo on for threo to s1x admlEslonó over tbe space of

three to elght J¡€arer In the pêrlodg üay from tle hogpttal, thÐ wonen

lnva¡l.ably obtalned dorestlc work for a tlm€, usually ln ¡ome llve-ln

capaclty, ln nureorlea, hootels a¡rd boa¡dlng-houecs. Untralned, lne:çcr-

lenced, unrelleble, anct ladrlng ln roqul¡red work-dlaclplfu¡er these wolmn

oould find ocesslonal rvork only ln suclr pleoee, whlctr expected and

requlred only rnlnl¡¡al conpetence for whÍch they pald nlntnally and

bocglse of, whl.ch thoy had a constant snd raptd labur turtrover. Tho

orrly euallffcetlon neede<I to get such Jobs eèã¡r fema.lû¡sea;r' whlch tl3

enployers peem to have takon at face-va.lue ss llttlng thoee womn, at

leaat fnftf.ally, for thLs mst ba¡lc of "fcrael.rr 1vsrk. By tllc lg€Oa,

doÉettc ryork wee at the bttoo of the hlerarchy of publlc workr doeræd

as pulteble f,or (and lten by) womn vho, 1n every othar Bensgererc

denlcd even tho potentlal status of publlc workeel woræn on p€nslona

whoae lncomee æuld be oupplemsnüed only to e ¡nJ.nl¡nal deEree; mlgtrantg

wbse lack of Engltsh made them dlfflcult to lnstn¡ct ln factory

pæcedurea¡ wofiÞn whoee phyælcal or n¡ontal dlssbllltles rendered tlpn

lnclflclent or unrollable ln the terms requlrod hry roet enployere ln tltc
.t

publlc aphore.' Of tl¡e tc'enty four women fron nry Glmelde aar4pte atn¡t

1. sec, Ccntre fG Urban Rsrearch a¡rd Actlor¡, "But I WoulCnrt rVa¡rt !r[v
.tllfc to Work llere! . . -.'1. A study of Mlgrq-nt tTgmcn ln-Mgl-burnc
,tndurtry, R€Eoerch Reort for Intornettonel lltoÉnr¡ Tcar (Victorla¡
Ccntre for Urban Reæarch ard Actlo¡ f\lg|{) I }la¡ggct Ponrcr, "cast-

(oont . )
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whon thor€ wâË any lnfo¡uatloa concËrnlng publlç work, tcn wêr€ rocotd€d

Br êvsr worklng pubtlaly agaln after trhelr fltÉt sdnlecloür. Ot tlese,

Ee\,€n found Jobs only at thE boùton of, tlÞ feme,le publlc €conoqy, a¡

dorcetlcs, llve-ln helpr a¡¡d cleanæs'

(b) Manuf,actur{.ng

Flve wornen fron rny sample w6re engaged for aone part of thelr

I'lves 1n ¡na¡ufeaturlng lnduetry. Flona stewart a¡td Itee llllton rere both

cea¡¡¡treelee , thelr aomblned working llw¡ rpannl,ng from the mld-!9Ðs to

the letc 194Os. Ftona wag admltted to Gleq¡glde lloapltal ln 1932 whcn

ehs ïraÊ twcnty eo\¡Ên, and sh€ dled thene tn 197O. Not untll 1961 ra¡

any detatl recorded obout her publ.lc working llfe, In thet ycarr her

slster and brother-ln-Iaw bsgan taktng an lntereat ln her, and attc¡npted

to galn hor dfschatge. Tho story they told of her pro-adrnleslon llfe *

tblrty ycarg prèvl.oualy -- wa¡ a¡ followal

they hlarne motherrs poss€Éalveness for the
deughtcrt¡ ltluecs and say ehe spent lrcr lLfe

'tft$¡e to prevont these glrl¡ menylng. They
aay ltlona waa vsly clcvor, an exeellent aeanatrc¡¡

'wlth her own tn¡slnese and a good slnger and
planlat. Thsy bla.ute thc ¡rcther for lnterntpttng
her câ.reêr. . . . Ffona worked B.s a droggmaker,
latcr vrar¡ted to do ntcslonary work End went to
Mclbor¡rne Collcge to etudy tn¡t bnouglrt hone to
lrcther when Depr€aalon began. Appa¡ently lanlly
well provlded for bof,ore Dopreeeion, ht gradually
loat everythlng, a¡rd slnce tbe War fl,nanclal
poeltlon has not lmproved.

llhet "wcll proylded fod' neant tn the caee of th€ $tewart farnlly la

unlsþwn, t¡¡t 1t almost certei,nly would har¡e b¿e¡r lnþrlted waelthr al¡cc

Mrr Stewcrrt Ìueg "sa!-d to hane been nenta,lly defoetLw" a¡rd thus probably

lesc oapable of accu¡rulathg an lndcpendcnt forü¡ne. Ths faÍilly ÞnaJ¡

off Jobr¡ lTonen, lllgranta, BIækE Maft Applyr" g¡!gg¡!gg¿1$!s1, No. 11

(Junc L97ø)r PP. 2?-31.
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rês probably ueed to eet !'Lona up In tr¡Ftnesa. The case notes do not

rcveal whethor Fl-one enployed anyone 1q þer dressmakLng haefness or

worked a.Lone. The numbere of lndependept dressnakors ln Rdelalde fn

the 192os le lrnpossf.ble to dlscorrer, h¡t tf¡e maJorlty of wor¡pnra

gatmørts fectoriee (deflned as places ln whlch the owner en¡ployod at

Iesst one pelson Ln manual labur¡l were snall: Ln 1930, alnþst hslt

of ttp 1?5 wo¡pnte garnsnt¡ estebllshnefite ernployed ¡rot r¡oro than two

peopre.2

The etatus of the work of aea¡ngtreee would geem frorn the etory of

Flonare llfe to b rea¡onehly hlgh. Sewtng, together wtth her lady-

lLke nuetcal acco¡npllshnento ênd tlre Chrl¡tls¡¡ eervtee ldeal of nf.asl,onary

work form a pattern of respeetablo niddle-clasÉnesso Thla sonse of, tho

reepectabtlfty of dressmaklng aa an occr¡patlon for a slngle wona¡r tn tho

l9ã)g end 193O4 ls also rolnf,onced $r the cate of Rae Hllton. For Ree,

dresmaklng BB a 8k111 Beems not to haw been eueh a conco¡¡ltant of a

lady-Ilke upbrlnging a6 wlth Flona. lìather, lt was an ettempt at eocl.El

noblllty. ftaerÊ father worked on the rallwaye, a¡rd the fanrlly prosunably

had no capltaL to set ltae up Xn b¡aÍuesa. Iuetead, eÌ¡e u¡rdertook a dre¡ç

nahlng oourÊe at the gcl¡ool of, Mlnec efter loevlng aclrool, It wEß

a l¡ractlcal courac for thosê who wLsh to beooæ
thelr orn dr€s&alcera. Sp€clal provlalon lc nad¡
for thoac who wlsh to bocom t€achere. EÞsaninatlon¡
a¡e hcld annually for tho¡e deslrous of obtalnlng
certiflcates.S

In the 193Os, the Seùoo1 of Àflnse as a tr¿lnlng lnotltute eùlll relnforced

1. rlct No. 1453 of l9æ. Tlp Induetrlal Gode of l9æ, S. ãlgr.

2c Ë-rå¿LE. No. 46, 1931, Annual Roport of tl¡e Chtet Inepector of Fectorlc¡
and Stea¡n Boilere.

3. South Auetreltar¡ School of htfnoa and Industryr Annual Report¡ lg30.
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the aex-eegregated natu¡e of tlre South Auetralian econonyf as lt had

done slnce ltg lncoptlon Ln 1889. The Scbool c¿rtored for 3-6'0O0

etudents annuglly, teachLng ovér one hundred subJecte¡ b¡t wom€n werÞ

reetrlcted to conrnerctel afid donreEttc subjects, whlle Il€D were tralned

to becone technlclane 1n extracttve, prlmary, secondary and tertlery
IIrr¡lustrle¡.¡ Nonethelesg, r,,omen took adva¡rtago of, tho Éiclroolrs courgeg

to refine erid nske Bolentfflc thelr suppoeodly l.nnate abllltiesr which

were tho¡¡eby turrrod lnto ma¡ketable skllls. Rae illlton emergcd from thc

School wf.th trer ærtlflcate a¡d wae able to keep herself for ebout ten

yeare untll her flrst breaktlcr¡n 1n 1940. thereafter, uhe worked lnter¡

mlttantly unttl ehe rvas granted an l¡vaIld penelon ln 1947.

Orrcrlapptng ln tl¡no wlth BBß Htltonre publlc worklng c6re6r wsE

Deldre (¡ullpert e, and the æntrast Ln theLr work oxperlencs lndlcatee

the tranpltlon that tlp South Australlan publlc oconony undet$ont tn tlp

194O¡. In 1941. at the ege of twenty one, Deldre cam€ üo liouth Auetralla

from lYestern Australfa to work ln a ¡u¡nltlons factory. It was work that

prsvlouely had beon cqrsldered m€nts work. ir¡t wtth the wa¡-tlne labour

ehortagê, ¡rlrnltlons bca¡¡ø equeJ.l¡l Fenf É.and upnents wotk.2

Tlre quegtÍon of wby Deldre ctþFo thlÉ work as agalnst othar,

mors tradttlonally "femelo", factory work can only be enGeaed hypo'

tbettcall.y. Intttelty, sho may have been attracted by the edventt8e of

travelllng from ll'cÉt€rn to $outh Auetralla ln trevol-reatrlct€d war-tt¡ns.

I Davld Green, ¡'s Seven-¡
I

Grlffln PreaÉ, i Eoe eo south Aue Ilchool of
Induatry, Àrurual Reports.

2. A¡ ¡t 3o Jr¡ne 1941, there were 1664 woncn and 1Ð8 EÊn Gngå8cd tn
¡nr¡rltlons work ln South Australl.e, E9þþ!., 1941, Legt'alatfvo
Coruroil , p. 14.

th I

e¡rd



184.

Morc genefally, ehe probably had the ba¡lc rctlvue of patrlotlen and

rþn€yf ln comrnon wlth rpet othsr war workers. In 1,941, aNeu Sot¡th

Wa1ea lTelfaæ Offlcer undertook a Euryoy of female mrnltl.on¡ wotrlÊra.

She wrote of the work belng

mde ¡rpre attractlve by tte ar¡ra of reapectabll-
lty and patrlotism. Mmy glr1t rvlro had not llked
to enter tactorlea bfore, felt no copunçtlon ln
beconlng coga ln Au¡trallar¡ war machlne.r

Howeycr, ¡he then lmmedlately wørt on to dtscl¡ae the conelderably tncres¡cd

wagsg m¡¡¡ltløre worþn rccelvecl aE compôrod wlth ttreLr prevln¡a carn!,ngo.3

8o for Deldre, as a wonan, to enter mru¡ltlona work 1n 1941 wa! É€en a¡

an exccptlon, broueht ebq¡t by the netlonal ênotgency. tlrt by thc tltne

ehe wa¡ admltted fo OLcralde Hoepltal ln 19!o, ehe wae thlrty, a¡td hd

spent tho last nlne ycara In factælct! br occupetlon br.¡g "UBlrt

tactory worlß.tt Ov€r thll ttnÊ lt had bccoms qulte elca¡ that nomnrE

rolc Ln eecondary lnduatry çag pcrmanently alterÊd frqt ttp pro{ar dey¡.

No lqgcr weaø somen concentretcd ln clothlng a¡rd food conc€rn!, b¡t üelo

l¡cr¡caslngLy engaged ln the pr.oeciÉ work of clsct¡laEL¡ englnecrlng, ard

¡hcetætal *ork¡.3 Tlrua, 1t 1¡ probêblc that Deldre or¡Ên ¡c¡nalncd ln thr

l. crlop, "lfomür ln Munltlonrrtt p. 72.

2ç Thc Dlrector<þncral of Manporer concr¡rrcd retth thla aa¡cemcnt of
rctlve¡¡ ttöf cor¡¡se, other ¡ætlvee ba¡lde¡ tlr opporhrnlty ol carnlng
ettractlvp wagGo baw lnduccd nany womn to ofler tlpmnlvc¡ for eryloy-
mant, h¡t tho lnfluence of hlghcr wageo was probably the noct elgnlf-
tca¡t. Hlghcr wagðs cncouregcd uâlry sÞncn to cntcf €nploynæt e¡d
accr¡sto¡rcd them to lnduetrlal cotrdltlone and the normal routlne and
dtsclpllne of, galnful employnent.'r nrritr, Eglpggg, D. 162.

9. The followlng arc tbo relatlvc pcrcortagpg of tho femslc nanufBoturlng
workforce cngagcd ln varlo¡a arËaa 1n 19Ð, !9ðo and 1Ðó51

Wono¡rf¡ Elcctrloal
Germcrrt¡ TaLlorLns Erro{¡aan¡ Shcatnnt¡l ^ ¡ta

l9æ
1gõo
19!õ

s
t?
10

.w,¡s4:8.
Chlaf Inspector

æ O¡2 O.5 2
11 ô63
66t2t

No. {6, 1901, 19õ1, 19õ0, Án¡ual Report¡ of thc
ol Factotdes and Staan Bollcrs.
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sar¡E factory, Blnce the unrnttlons worka lras takon over ln 1947 by an

etectrlcal f,Irm.1

Tlre actual work dono ln nn¡nltlons factor!.es was "repetltlve and

exceedl-ngly nonotonous and ls found lrkeone, partlq¡larly by the more

lntelllgent glr1s."2 Llonotony ancl bredou, due to hlghly reguleted

productl.on llnes, also churacterle€d tÌ¡e rptal snd electrlcal factorleg.S

Over tlme, Australla¡r womon llke Deldre tended to move out of theso Jþb¡.

Thelr placos were taken largely lry nigrente, lnltlally both men and womdtt

lator rÞrc by wom€tr.4 This rvas one of the deslred effects of the ¡naes

tmrn:l,gratlon scheme lnauguratsd aftor the wa¡ (dlscussed ln rnore detall

ln chapter Four, beloul). Young men were brought out to n¡pply the labur

demandg of lndustrXall.ze,tlon; yor¡¡¡g women were Ecught both as potentlal

rothera, tx¡t also as workers Ln low-lovel þbs that ¡\ustrallana werlo

tend!"ng to rofi¡so to do: dor€st!.c and some typee of factory work.ö Aa

oach nery wave of mtgrante arrlved, the maJorfty tended to galn employmnt

flrstly ln the routlne, low-paylng Jobs, then to move away to þtter

JobÊ, tholr pleces being teken by tlro succeeglv. ,u"rru.6 Into thle eategory

fttted Destlne Hausa! born ln Yugoelavla tn 19ff8, mlgratlng to ÄuÊtrella

ln 19õ7 to join lrer brother, then mvfng to $outh ¡iustralta to wonk at

Phlllpe Dlectrlcel ltorks -- Defdreta old flrm and qre of tlp blgeest

I "Phulpe: 25 Years Af ter.
22 Aprll 1972, 9p. 18-221
Report, 19{9,. up. 34.

An ilnnlvereary Featurertt ¡!g!g!!g,
Comnronwealth Grant¡ Conmleglon, 16th.

I

2. CrÍsp. "l^lomen ln ll{unl"tLone." D. ?3. bbr de¡crl.ptLona of l1fe end workst thd Hendon h{unitlonE rÏofks-sec Egg!g_@!, llo8. l-18¡ 19É244.
3. "But I Would40t Wa¡r-t ht¡ \Ylfe tg lïork- [Ie?e. . .r" p. 16.

4' Jg'r PPr 2'€'

5r lÍ.D. Borrl.e, (sydncyt
Angug a¡rd Robertson, 1949) ¡ p. 25.

6. Fower, "cast-off Jobsr" pp. Z?-31,
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Ien¡Ploy€rB ln tho $tate¡ Ileetl,na ll.ved ln ttre ea¡m local hostel as hÀd

DeLdre. It had o¡igtrnally baen estebltshed for the country end lnter-

etate nn¡nltlons workersrt *O was later converted to the uee of the

e!.ectrical workers.

Ae regards ilestlnars rvorli experlence¡ a few lnterostlng detalls @n9

contalned ln ÌÉr clenside case notes. Ten years later, Commlssloner

Ii'lnter of the Corunonwealth Conclltsttron and Arbttratlon Commlaalon

conducted a work value lnqulry lnto the metal tradag (tncludlng olectrlaal

a¡rd olectronlc component processlng), a¡rd remarked pfthtly that "a

machlne Llne ls obllvlous to the sex of the operator."S sfrullarly, tt

would appear that most other charapteristlcd of the operator lvere lrrolevo¡t

-- unless they dleturbed productlon ln aonÊ way. In Destlnats caBe, she

dlaturbed her feLlow rïþrk€rs:

Destlnatg lllness bego¡r abut a week ago wlmn she
bega¡r to laugh and cry et her vork, for a few mf.nutse
at a t!-ne ¡ thls got woree over the next fenr daya
and upsct her fellov wotlcerc and Dr. Yr rgaf called to
see her at work¡ he sont hon home and garrc her tablets.
Hdrever, she ìyould not etay hone arid repeatedly rctr,rrn€d
to work and was eent hose again, and thls morning was
mrch voreo, ecreamlng, mrtterlng, Iaughlag a¡rd crylng
alternatel.y, and so was certiflad by Drr Y.

Nonotheless, Destl,na was a good worker. l{lpn her bhavlour was consldefcd

to have caJ,rned down, sho EraÊ ellowed out on leave and retu¡¡erl to work¡

"Phlllps tnf,orm ug that thiey are satisfied wlth her work." For ttp nact

nLne mnths, the notes contain no mentlon of l¡er work. Ex¡t tn lgÐ, ahe

ttPhuips. Annlvereary Featurer" p. ls.1 a

2. l'or tle problens lnvolvsd ln housÍng rvar workers, see $out.h Austral 1a¡r
Puþll.c Servicö Commtrssionern T¡e PubIlc Servlce and the Wa.rt A'Review
of *ork Accomplfshed by State Government Departrents, 1944, pp. 32-34.

3. Comnpmvealth Cone!.llatton and Arbttratton Conmlsalon, Mctel Trade¡
Declslon, 23 Feb. 1970, Serlal No. 5922, quoted ln Eyan and conlon,
Sg!¡gJnvâdcre,, p. 1õ9.
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wBB rêadmLtted under a cortlJlcate tnforrrÞd by the manager sf a boardlng

hous€ where she was enployed. I)estlna had talsen tho regular path ol thc

other u¡onron deecrl-bed above, a path for vhlch she wac doubly quallffed!

as a migrant and as an êx-tnental hoepttal patlent. Destlnafe cas€ notea

end rrrLth her at the bottom of the hlera.rchy of rvomenrs publl,c work --

domsstlc servl.eo -- but stllI "rvorkl.ng well ."

In general , lt would apf¡ear from the casc hl.storl-es of the women

rvho worked J-n manufacturln¡1 that the status of the work docllned pr¡er

the fff ty years of my $rrv€¡lr nreesmaklng lvas e respectable occr¡patlon

requlrtng taste a¡rd tralning in the lnter3wâr yearc¡ ¡rnrnltfons work was

tedlot¡s ll¡t had a¡r enhanced status þ lts aura of patrlotlsmi post-

war proc€ss worlc was t¡r¡t one step n.bove donpstLc work ln the hlerarchy ol

the publlc 6conomy, to bo done by nfgfants s¡rd other 1o*, statug women.

Thua, Gwen Klrk¡ although she was Austrellan-born, engaged ln procesc

work" Her low statue was a product of her eorly l1fe: a dlsturbed

fanlly background, an lllegltl¡nate chlldblrth at the age of thlrteen,

and consequwrtly betng made a wErd of the court aE "uncontrollod."

"As a chlld she had reasonabl.e ebtllty at schoolr" hrt she Left after

her chttdre birth and fot¡ncl e eerLes of Joba -- ltve-fur, f,rult Btall,

factory -- ln no¡re of whlch she eta¡rêd for long, elther bing retrenched

or reeignlng. To an enrployer, Gwenrg work record would provê unrellabll-

Lty, her hospltat record of s1x admleslona over seven y€ara the sa.rÞ thlng.

'lfhetbr through cholce or through denlal of opportuntty, Gwen wes ooncle¡nncd

to a preca¡lous llfe at the bottom of socletyo
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(c) Profc¡e!"onal r

Cathorlne Fartroll wae fLrst admltterl to Glenside IIoBpital ln 1937,

aged thlrty one. ¡)hs wa6 a nun, a¡rd stated that she felt "unfl-t to llvc

because shÉ ls not perfornlng her rellglous dutles properly." ÂB a nun,

she would hoyo come untler the genera} Consus category of professlonal

worker brt, although tho notos glvo no lncllcatLon of the actual work

she dld ln the ænvent, lt soems probable that tho "professlonalt' 1abl

oovered a llfo of, domostlc ryorlc. $he rvss born ln l9{J6 in the country,

ond stayed at hone aftor leaving sclxrol . lier nnthoq had dled rvlren

Catherlne was flfteen, ancl she was pfobably requf-red as hor fatherrg

and brotherre houeekeeper untfl orte of the bnothers ¡narrlr¡d and hls \Ylfe

wae ahle to take ovër. ìfhen trvsnty slx, she began trelnlng as a nunt

and she stayed ln the convênt for elght /earso tjho lef t tlre convont at

the begfnnlng of the rvar, er¡d wendererl the æuntry, taklng up t'lnter-

mlttent a.nd fu'regular houee$ork and nursory.t' As a slngl€r undnployed

womsn eho should have come wf.thin tte amblt of the Nstlona1 I'lanpower

Ret;ulatlone of, tg42 -- b¡t her mental hospltal record and oountry nomadXatn

probably ke¡lt her fro¡n this f,ornr of lntlustrlel conscrlptlon' ThlB

Lnterrnlttent rvorhl.rrg llfe contlnued, rvlth two otlrer hospl,tal ndnieslona

lntereperoed, untll the early 19eÐs, when she eought to Ilve agaln ln a

conventr Thls waß granted on a few condltlons¡ und she worked ln the

convent laundry fof a number of years¡ "at least eilght hot¡rs s dêy."

Uven tlDugh she s,ûE on a penslon¡ lt was stlll consldered neceFFary that

ehe work * prêsurtably fn the Lnterests of tlre convent ae well as hGr.È

eelf,i sconomLc value ¡r1us keeplng out of troubler

In Catherlnel,a case¡ we h€Ève E brjef exanple of one womenfs llfo

spannlng elx dccadee¡ e¡rd lt can bo see¡¡ hor her gender ettected her

entlre wæking llfc. Begarcllees of her porcoa;ral skllla and potentl,at-

Itlee, lt would hew been automatlc on her r¡otherre cleath that a wone¡¡
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wEs needd to keep hou6€ -- and a d4fghtef.wea oheeper ¿nd more agfe€-

ahle than a pald hì:usskeoporr I¡'hen that worlc wag no longer roqutred of

her, ehe was tn her ¡nld-twentl.eé, unmarrledl untralned, and l1vlng tn the

country wlth lts smaller opportunltles for bth employment and marrl"gs.l

By Þcomlnß a nun, she change<l the dlrectlon of Ìer servl.ee, from her

larntly to an lnstltutlonr The ldlosyncratlc nature of domoatlc work rva¡

sttll thore, br¡t wns norv hedged wlth greater dleclptlne - to the generql

ldeology of "wome¡rrË nahrre anci ivork" rvas aclded tlre specific ldeology

of the Chrtstlafi rellglon. l:lnce she was alr.eady perforrnlng lowly work,

her "þeakdolrynsrr dtd not force her any further dorvn tho work hlerarctVr

l¡r¡t slre trad becøne unrellable and nerrcted aga:i.nst tlre lmpoged dlsclpllne.

Under tlrese condltk¡ne ahe was released from her vdfa. By now she wa6

ln her rnld-thlrtlcs, stlll unmerrled a¡rd untralned, a¡rd evón lees Lfkely

to get herseX.f a husband o¡' a better Job. /ilI ehe hed waB some dornesttc

slrllle for sale, htgtüy vaLued tdæIoglcally, b¡t not econonlcally. Shè

could posslbly have got herself a factory Job during the watr or gono

lnto elther publfc or prtvate domestlc Eerttlce. She choee the latter,

on an ltlnera¡rt basls, for some 2O ¡reare, acqulrlng neÍther cavl¡rgs nor

eeorrity. Old age found her aE sln had always been -- elngler untralned,

dependent on others' t'good t¡¿llLtt and ænsequently subJect to their w111.

Catherlners etory aleo lndlcateg the way ln whlch Iow statue worls could

ma¡q,¡srade ag Ð hlgh atatus occupatlør; wlereae the dlfferent uprlcers

ln e feetory were classfffed lry the Censua under dlfferent ocorpatlonel

headlnge, the dlfferent worl¡ers ln a convent sll had the occupatlon "nun.tt

P.B. Beaunont
ln ArratreLle,
P, 142.

"Thc Non+Ietropolltan Unemployment posltlon of womcn
Jour¡a.l of Induatrlel Relatllgg, 16, No. 2 (Jr¡¡rs lg74r,

I a Iil
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There were two other worcn ln ths Glensldc eample, however, who

cc¡r¡ld be more app¡oprlately categorlzod ae professlonal¡ EIlen

Rlahar.rdeon and Ka¡en Ârndt, respectlveLy a ballet dencor/ dog breeder and

a na¡e1c teaeher. Both uonen srstalnd thefr caloere over many year6 and

supported themselves throuühout tlre maJor pa¡t of thofr lives, as they

both had to aftor the desertlon of thelr husband¡. Ellen narrfed late

ln 111e, when she was forty (1947), Ðd the marrtege laeted only th¡ec

lËafs. Whlle eLngle, slîê hud bcen a dancer, and ehe rnay¡ hypothetlcally,

havo marrlod becauso, at least 1n part, 1t eeonod a way out of tlc

gloomy prúgbct of a carec¡ that muat 6oon end becar¡se of 1ts retlanc€

upon her phystcal attractlveness and capablllttea that were dccllnlng

wlth age. The skllls of ballet rvould not havo baen easily tranefenable

to othor forme of work. Ellen clrose, lnstoad, to take up dog breedlng,

whl,ch at loaet stfll lnrllcated a dedlcatlon to "cultural" rather tha¡r

"tlormatle" work. It would seem frorn the case notes that lt rvas economlc

neceeeLty that condftloned trllenrs publlc worklng llfe: Ehe had only he¡-

selt to look to for aupport. Ag a þc€dêrr 9¡6 rrw69 able to nake a llvlngr"

h¡t wheo she wae admltted to hospltal tn 196Of aged ftf,ty four, ehe had

not rvorked for abo¡t elghteen months. $he wae "I1vlng on a ltttle

accum¡lated capital b¡t thle wlll soon þ gqro.tr After e hospltal stay

of, some .three rnonths, ahe was dlschargod, h¡t dtd not work agatn. ThG

last report of her l.n 1967 wae that she wsa "recentl.y eatlng vêry lt ttle

s¡rd wtthdrawn. $13 p.w. o1d agc pensi.on -- most goeÉ on bard. S6emg

depreSaed."

ilcc¡nomLc necesslty and a eeârch for stabllLty were also the nptlv-

etton for Karen Arndtts tvrenty year car€er a! a r¡u51c teaeher. Ka¡re¡l

Ìres bolrr ln 1909. At the tlme of her ftret admtssLon to Glenaldc ln

1gl5 she wss E ha¡aewlfo, marrlêd to e school tcacher, and lrad tro ¡nall

chlldren, the youngest of whon was elght nonthc old. Tttêr€ le no hletory
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of her wor¡rlng f¡r¡bIlcly bef,ore marrlage' iyhllê ahe rvs,E stt1l ln hoapttal,

her hueba¡¡d "went off wlth another school teacher anct took the tvlo boye

wittr hlm: sent one back to live wlth her a few yearÊ lêt€r.rt Ka,aen

remained at Olenelde for alnpst É! year. On her discharge, uhe ba¡ded ln

the city and becarrtr a musLc teacher. lfhen her son waÊ retu¡ned to Inr,

Bhe "worked herc¡ to rnake a ho¡no for hlrn and herself." $he was rsadmlttcd

to Glenelde sorne trventy live years Lator, after her son had n¿r¡rled and

her slill18 were dlssipatlng with age. In the lnterwning yeâra¡ Karen

appears to hove been ¡no<lerately st¡cceseful in her arnbitlon to make a

new ho¡ne. Uesartecl wo¡nÊn rvith chlldren had alwaya been oonsido¡ed

unfortunate bcar¡se thelr dual publlc and do¡nestlc occupatlons neceesarlly

cut across each other. Karen, horever, wlth a professfonel sklII and as

a prlvate nn¡slc teacher would havo had a certain llmLted freedom to

organtse hen tino so as þtl¡ to eêrn mon€y and to ca¡o for her ch1ld.

lfhat emergee, then, from the work cdr€ora of both llllen ßlchsldson

a¡¡d Karen Arndt, ae well as those of !'ione ljtewart and Rae Hllton (eean¡-

¡troases), ls that the posseesion of a marketable Bklll whlcb allowod of

lndependent organlsatLon of tirne and work, enablod wo¡nen acrgga the ftfty

years to support ttpmselvee i,ndependently throughout many vÍclaelùrdes,

lncludlng tho early etages of madnesa, wtthout betng reduced to elther

poverty or penslon llvlng. lflthont such skllls, or when they æuld no

longer pr¿etlce theur, women wlthout mn to eupport them lived unccrteln

a¡rd tenuoue lLvee at the botton of the soclal otrder.

(d) Clerlcal Work

Tbo final aet of ca.se notee thot t€trtal aBpGctB of the ecpsrlcnca

of work conc€rn cJ.erlcel work€rs. Clsrlcal work durlng thc nlnetsenth

ancl oarly tpentlcth ccntury had bcen etrlctly s nale ploßerve, ìrylth thâ

poêrlH.I1tl.c¡ attached to lt of clerke rtslng through thc rankg to
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po6ltlons of managÞrfleDtr lJitÌ¡ the eppl.lcatlon of technology to tho work

-- the developnent of the typowrlter alnd ttre Eystem of shortltand-wrltlng

-- men vrere inlttalfy stttl engaged, but lt soon þcame clea¡ tltat tþrc

s,e,6 no adva¡rtage ln solely enploying men, Thefr trainfng (and "netur€tt)

fltted tl¡em no better for uslng tire new tecl¡niqueÉ1 end womenrs labo¡¡r

could be bought more clrêeplyr ìi'lth the lncreaelng rrclurn of paper work

that follorved the expanslon of b¡s1ness actlvlty -- also bnought abut

bry faetar methods of com¡r,unlcatlon lncludlng the telephone and telegraph,

ancl by lmprovecl ¡iethods of creriit sJrd financlng -- na¡ry nore employees

were needed, a¡rd there lvas proporti.onally less op¡:ortunlty for rlslng up

the hlerarctry, Management was also bËcomlng rnore "sclenttflcr" roqutrlng

spocûal tralnlng and not Just experlence. liventuaf lyr the vast atpr¡¡rt

of clerlcal vork becan€ dead-end, of lor¡¡ Btatus arrri repotlttve. In thle

Ê€nse, clerical nork could be Ëeen a.s gl¡rllar to manuf,acturing procqgs

work, both of wl¡ich becarìe the preeerve of femsle lahour. Thla slmlla^rlty

has be€n remarked upon by a number of wrlterg. Thuo Young, fn her artlclc

"h'orgotten lïorkercr" argues tirat

.todeyrE clerlcel offi,ces irave llterriLly becone
infor¡netlon factorle8. ThG workora af6 maaãod
together in rows of deska end tableE¡ None le
allowed to perform a flnlshed taak¡ 6ach do€a a
fragurnt that w111 be paased through the channelc
of elerloel nass productlon. l

nen6t, on the other hs¡ld, clelms that tlre etmllarlty ls not completct

¡o matter how nechanlzed offlce work Þcomca, 1t ls
stlll, ln lmportant respecta, dlfferent from factory
work, and thc dlfferencos loem very large ln thp
llvee of the won€n dolng 1t.2

l. Young¡ "Forgotten ì!'orkersr" p. 40.

2. Benét, s€cr€tarvr p. 141.
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Theae differences between clorlcal and process work lncluded the statue

dLfferentiel betpeen whf.te and blue collar lvorkers; the eaåidr regulatlon

of tpr speed of wortç by the clerk as clfetlnct from the Lmfroaed dema¡rcle

of the rpchanised assembly llne; the lnrneasurably grcater opportunlty

for hwnan contact during the offlce da)¡ compared r.',,ltlr factory shffta¡

tl¡e fect that the offlce wftË Generally cleaner and quieter, and that the

frtngp beneflts rvere usrally greater for the office worker.

One of tl¡e beneflts of clertcal over process rvorlc Íe shown in the

cÍ¡se of Jeo¡r Yortc. Jea¡r rvas borr in 1925, cnd was cvorege at echool

ryl:ere she tooli a eommerclal coursc. ljl¡e entered the pirbltc workúorce

as e typt-st durlng the wer, a¡rd thereafter obtatned a number of office

Jobe untll she married at the age of tventy Eeven (19õ2). Ilor parents

dlod when sl¡o wû.s twenty one (1946), Ërncl ovor the next eix yeare she

suffered a number of "breakdoums." $he contlnued to work ¿s a typtst

durlng thls perlod, only stopplng ftnåtly upon marrltrge' Jean had acqulrrd

a sonl-profeesLonal sklll, she had exfrerlence ln a seml-sklllccl occrrpatlon.

It would seem that this prutected her eomewhnt through the slx yearst

hor contacts a¡¡d shlll dld not immedlately dlsa¡lpesjr upon Ìrer belng deftncd

as nad, ór rather, ae sufferlng "ncrvoue bneakdowno.rÚ Ttris sttuatlon

sta¡rde ln strong contrast to those descrlbed abve, o{ Unskllled wouen

who quldsly hcana casua.l workeraf pertþherst fo tfre economy, or were

reduced to ciomestlc servico as their only optlon efter hospltnllzatlon,

rts compafed rvlth thls beneflt Jean obta!.ned fro¡n the senl-ekllled

nature of clerlcatr work, Nellfe DelLanere suffered from the agê-structured

hlerarchy of the occupetlon. Nel1le rvas born ln 1928. Ât the tlme of

lpr admlsslon to Glenstde, in 1969, she was f,orty one, dlvorced, had a

daughtor, and was å. clerk. íihe had only recently arrlved fron Melburno,

ln part "to got clerlcel work, as thlc ls lmpoesl,ble ln Melbourne when

you are over forty.'r Êhe carrled wtth her a good referencre from a recent
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prevloue Job. After a etay of, about flW monthe ln tbo lroepltal, she

ras diechargod, h¡t could not flnd a Jr-rb. Ðventually, she rvas forced

to obtaln an lnvelld penslon. In corrcspondence between l¡orself and

hoopttal soclnl worlrÊr, lt was revealed that her eyes were bad and she

hacl a råsh over her body antl f¿rcc. (It nigl¡t be nrentioned l¡ero that thc

dnrgs with wlrlch shc wos troaterlAB¡rf, as recognised slde-effects, sovera.l

conclltlons that adversely affected the eyee and others of a derlnatologtcal

,r.t,r*.)1 Nellie wrote,

I cannot afford to go to a doctor aB I only have
$2.50. Ths $oetal ïIor*cr se¡¡t rnc p€nalon pspors
which I roturned es I donrt wa¡rt to te on a mntal
penelon. If I can have e certlflcata and dotatle
of a peneíon, urhat tles Ênd obllgatlons, etc., to
the Mental Board, I nould feel dtfterent abort lt,
mAybO. . . .

A womon ovêr forty, desperete for wcßtr brt unabl'e to get a Job,

reduced ln lrer drn eyes to ttro degradation of government charJ,ty. The

lnj-tlal rea,son for unemployrent was her age, which rvEs compounded after

her dl.scharge by failing eyesfght. "Îhe only hope of rvork I have ls

figure rvorh, all offlco procedure -- I can barely see at tfmes.fr Her

gtatementr "to get clerlcal work ls Lmpossible rvtren you are over fortyrrl

wês s¡¡ extrsme gcnorallzotlon, tr¡t tt wa,6 ono womanrs experlence, hldlng

beneeth the qqualLy oxtrene gênøra.llzetions of offlctol statlsülcÉ. TtEEc

¡tettetlcs wore read to lndlcate a deflnlte rhythn of tt¡c female uorlc

cycle by the 19608: leuvlng school aruund flfteen, worklng publlcly unttl

twenty fqrr or so, ¡Tu¡rylng, having arid ca¡lng for her fanlly untll ebut

thtrty four, thon returnlng to either part or fulI tlnte publlc enplo¡ment

untLl retlrement.2 Br¡t such a stotletlcal pattern dld not neod to be

1 Natl.onal llaelth end tledlcal Roeearch Councll, @
DruEs ln lJedlcel Practlce (Ca¡rberro¡ Au¡trallan Govern¡¡ent R¡bll8hlng
Scrvloe, 1974>¡ p. 3.

Martln and Rlcl¡nond, t'l{orklng Worren ln Austral lar'r pp. 3-{.2

I
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arlhered to by eny lncllvldus.l wÐman for f.ta genera,llzation to remaln

nonethalese va.Lid. Lloreover, s¡uch a pattern passed sJ.Iently over the

ctLfferencee botwoon ttre two pubilc workl.ng pertods of the ev€rn€e wonanl¡

lLfe. One could assur¡ro fro¡n such a patterrr that women left thelr publlc

Jobs 1n order to raise thsir fanlllee for ten yeare, tlre¡¡ returned to

thetr olci, or equivalent, JobsS a ¡¡ypoth,esls that has not Þên

statlstlcally (or othen¡rlss) lnve¡tlgated.l No studles harte besr made

of thê changlng nature of publlc work pcrfor¡ned wltl¡ln ljouth Ar¡strallan

(or Àustrel lan) worpnte ltfe cycles. 'Ihe closest apprcr:<i.met1on tc¡ such

studles, h:rvlng a bearing on Ì.1c.:11i€re experience, aro investigatlone of

the age structure of the fernale publlc workforce. In 1964, e study was

publislrea of merrled rvo¡mn 1n lnduetry which showed that clerks wore

predominantly young tvonen, whlle older merried \tomen worked ln lees

ekilled, lower status JobÊ.

A lower prÐportion of ¡¡Errled wonen are
enplo¡'ed ln clerlcal occupatlone, B¡td . . r
working wlves a:re ¡rK¡rc heavlly eoncenttated
ln JþbB requlrXng leae ¡klll and tralnlng than
efngle wo¡nen, a flndlng sl.¡nt.Iar to that of a¡r
Anerlcan sulrvefe . . . lFl¡rthernoti7, tho
average gge of natrled wonen onployed in clerical
poaltlo¡¡B Btas sometr$t lower than In othsr
oce,rpatlonal groupa.

Nelllets etateÍÉnt ls eoÍÊwhat flLumlnated by thl.s statlsttcal analys!.r.

Certalnly, ln 1968, wornen of her age were entorlng or staylng in the

publl.e worlcforce ln lncreaslng numbers¡ tr¡t Nelllerc partlcular fleld -
clerlcal work -- wae elther less acc€sstble or leas attractlve to older

1. See, J.L. Laws, "lïork Asplratlon of l{oten¡ l¡alee LeEdB a¡rd New
Stertsr" 1n ltonen and the trforkÞlscer Gd. Bla:<at1 s¡ld Rsega¡¡ t g. 44t

2. A.Ð- ila¡ntrln. "l¡lmlo!¡mnt of Mûrl.cd úonsr t¡ {o Au¡t¡al1a¡r Under-
taklngar" ln Ìtsurrled 1t¡9mnr1 ln In-dr¡tr¡r:. Thr'ee ^$urveye, l[omen ln tlr
Work Force SerXee, Dcpartnernt oE Leþour and Natf.onal tierrulcer JuIy
l9tt8, pp. 21-2.
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worrpno $tatlstlcally, sho should have ãppll,ed for process ìvork (more

sultahle to the sup¡tosecl pntience nnd tliligence of older marrled women)¡

or for unsliLlled vrorh roqulrlng a t'grt:¿rter 6e¡rse of, reaponrtbflltyrl

tìran slngle rvomen tvare suilpost¡tl to ¡roseeee;1 subJoctlvel.y, howevor, øhe

v¡ante<l what sira eoulclnrt hirve -- a clerf-cal Job for ivlrich she l¡as tralncd

and ln rvhlch sho vras sxpcrLcnced, b¡t for whícli slle dld not possega the

b¿rslc ottrltr¡te of youth.

* t

Acrosa the ftfty years of thlE survey, !/omen hovo always b€en needtd

ar¡d have incroasingly engr,ged in tlre publ lc economy. In the carly decedec,

good publlc çoriiing rvornen rvere eJ,ngle and $Ðrlrod ln areas whlch seemlngly

portook of elther the content or the rnethqls of hous€voTk¡ Increaslngly,

as the econor\y cllvcrsif led, more marrl-ed women entered or romalned ln tho

publlc rvorkforcer a¡rd undertook both theearlfer typee of work and the npn

routLne, Iow-paying Jobe th:roughout the publlc ecorrohrü¡ In the esrllor

perlod, the publtc economy ìrês sex-sogrogated vertically. wlth speclflc

ltmlted lndustrlol areas being rqserrrcd for women; In the post-wa¡ pedodt

the segregatlon þcane lncreasingly horizontal , wlth worÞn ln tho lorvest

oceupatl.ons of eeemlngly l.ntegrated industriosr Át aIt tLmes, wonþnts

opportunity to rvork pulalicly, and thelr remuneration, were rolatlvo to

s¡rd loss tiir¡n ¡n€nrBr The JustJ-flcatlon for thls cllscrfmlnatfo¡t waø 1n

tenns of two lcieologlcal conceptlone of women (and thetr convorse Ln

relatlon to men): thåt ìvoments prlrnary work was fn the famlLy es wlvêa

arrd mothers, a¡¡d thst women Ï¡cre weaker, leas rellable, and hence alwaya

lce¡ productlve tha¡r ¡nen.

M.J. Ha¡r18, "Condltlons of, Ërnploynent of Marrted Women ln Industryr"
ln M.-aq¡!€d ì{ou_ran l"n Indqgt-r;¡¡ pr 14r

+.

I a



lg7.

Thle dlsc,almlnatlon had a numbr of rnaþr conseguencos. Outelde

the publlc workforce, the femtty wBÊ relnforcd tn its diln s€x-Ëegragatcd

pæ'er and rvork stn¡cturo becauee of the dlfferential roles and opportun-

t.tles of women and men in the publl"e sector. \{lthln the publfc sector

Ltself, euployers proftted froÍt sex-segregatlon ln two erafler lrlrstly,

lt was one of tire rneans by whlcli publlc rvorkerg ç'ere dlverted tÏom

conblnlng to meke unl,ted de¡nends for lncreased wages ond condttlonet

and fnstead, tended to ratse only sectionel and cortpetltlve demande for

reletlve lrnprovements. Secondly, ernployers were able to "motllfy the

effects of Ehort-run a¡rd cycllcal ehangeo by erçantllng or contractlng thc

female workforæ 1n manglnal occupatlon¡.t'l That te, ternporary crle€t

of ovenproduetlon could be reeolved lry sachfng womon, temporary labq¡l-

shortages could be ¡net þ employlng morcr Sex-Begregatlon also generally

lnc¡eased the edaptabillty of the whole publle economy by provl.dlng a

clear a¡rd stable hlera¡chy of labur thet eor¡ld bo fr,tted to eny nsw or

chenglng productlon ¡leeds. Overall, then, a good woman ln the pubüc

oconomy was on€ who, by her Bcceptance of and oompllanee wLth her low

etatue, Iow wagesr a¡rd margLnallty to the publlc economy, asslgtcd ln

the lncreês€ of prcflt -- tlre proflt of, others.

1 a Power, ttwo¡æn'B Workrt' p. 23l..
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( a) ¡ìefug€eB

( b) Maas &{lgratlon
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C,OoD bNE¡I AUSTIIALIA¡¡I' WohfEN

'Ihus fa.r, I have been looklng e.t the rhetorlc a¡rd practfce regardlng

the ldeal of the good woman engaged in by Éiouth Australlan instltutlona,

and at the experlences of rrcmen who grew up 1n Í.iouth Australla artd attempted

thn>ughout thetr lives to come to terms with the confuslon of dieparate and

countermanding aspects of the ldeal . ,{s rvell as tjouth Australlan-born

\¡vomen, howevor, there was B grq¡p of twelve rÀromen includecl ln the Glensl.de

eample who canre up sgatnet the ldeal - or rather, agalnst the partJ.cular

South Australlan eet of ldeala -- aE allene. These uÍom€n were not born

lnto thls pertlcular set, but carne to South Australla as mlgrants, already

for¡ned wlthln other cultur66 wtth other meanlngs of the Ldeal lvortâno

Four of tho upmen were born ln the Unlted Kingdom, tb¡ee 1n I'oland, €iltd

one ln each of Greece, fttalta, YugoslavLa, Its.ly and Amerlca (thls last

woman was of Itulla¡¡ parentag€). In thls clrspter, I wlstr to look at the

rhetoric and practlce of lmrnlgratlon poli,cy concernlng female mlgralte,

and at nspects of the meanlng of tryirrg to Ì;ecome a good'írliow rlustralfa¡¡"I

as êxpreseed ln tlte Glenslde case not€a.

r. .

(a) Pollcy and Purposes.

Australia, as a whlte socletyr wag created by mlgrants, beglnnlng

aa s sorfes of Brl.tlsh colonlal eettlements ln the late elghteenth and

early nlnr¡teenth centurles. irven ¡rt the tlne of the flrst slmultaneous

Census of al I the /.\ustrallan colonles ln 1881, r¡nly 63r;L of the countryre

I use the tern NNerw Austra"ltanÍ throughout thls chapter to designato
all non-¡tuatrallan-born people resldent ln Australla, ae lt enphaalzes
the geueral demand for aselmilatlon to the rÂustreJlan way of llfer¡
that wae current throughout the perLod 19æ-1970. It should bo noted
that t'l{ew riuctrslla¡r'¡ vr'as an hlstorlcatly derogatory term used speclflc-
ally durlng the post-Second t'¡orld l{ar perlod of mase mlgratl.on to dlstln-
gulsh liuropeån-born mlgrants. llrltl,eh-born people were not roforred to
aB 'rNew Auetrallansr'r snd seldom, ever! aa mlgrants. See D.L. r\dler,
"Ireychologlca.l P¡¡ohlems of the Voluntíry [flgrant to Australlar" ln
Uprootlng and ltesettle[Ént. I{orld l.'êderatlon for tlental tlealth (Londou:

1

ll'orld l¡ederatlon for Mental Health, 196O), p. lO2.
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non-eboriglnal populatlon tvere natlve-born.1 South Australfa was colon-

ised ln 1836 by predomlnantly lìnglish mlgrante, and not untll 1871 were

the Australta¡¡-born ln a maJorlty.' o, 191 1, however, only 14% of the

South Australlan populatlon was forelgn-born, a pencentage which there-

after docllned to 6.5 Ln 1fX7¡

¿Ìt the beglnning of the twentleth century, lnunlgratlon pollcy wae

ln the hands of the State government. Then, ln 19ã), a $tate-Conrnonwea.lth

agreement wae negotlated whtch empowered ths Comnonwealth Government to

take over the responslbtllty for recn¡ltment ancl transportatlon of all

mlgrantc to Australia, whlle eacl¡ $tate retalned the responslbtltty for

advislng the Conmonwealth aË to the numbers snd types of mlgronts lt wag

prepared to recelve.S Throughout the t*rentfeth century, the maJor eonelder-

atlon 1n thls governmental control of mlgratlon waÊ economlc, 'flpre wes

always present a certaln element of xenophobla and lnsular{.ty, euccinctly

expressed by the New $outh Halee Labour parllamentarlan Vf.A. Holman, who

lnslst€d that "the bet of atl lnunlgrante ls the Auetrallan baby."4 There

were also, of course, other notlves beyond the strlctly econornic for the

encouragement of mlg¡atlon¡ for example, the lmperlaf motlve, for whlch

the obJectlve was "the redlstrlb¡t1on of the whlte poirulatlon of the

I,ìmplre ln a manner most conduclve to the development, strength and stablllty

of the whole;"- and the "Yellow tserll" rnotlve, whtch sought to flII tl¡e

I a CoII. l{lckens, "Auotral lan Populatlon: Its Nature and Growthr" ln
The Peoplln¡r of Austral la, ed. P.D. I)hllllps and G.L. I{ood (fifelbournes
llacrnlll,an and Co. ln assoclatlon wlth ltlelbourne Universlty Press, 1928),
p. 62.

2. At the 1866 Census of South Australla, the non-aboriglnal South Auatral-
lan born comprlsed 47iL ot the populatlon, whlle ln 1871, they wore 5570.

3.A.II.Çharterls,.'^ustral1anImrn1gratl'onPol1cy,''1n@l
ed. Irhllllpe and iYood, p. 97.

4 Tel l8 Íi t 19oõ, quoted ln F.6. Crowley, Modern Auetral ta
- -, (tvtelbourne: Wren, 1973), p. 84.

Lord Mt1ner at the 1921 Imperlal Conference on iìmlgratlon,Statement by
quoted by G.L
Industrfeerti

ll
a llood, Inmtgratlon ln lleletlon to Prlmary Bnd Secondary

5.

ln Peopllng of Australla r êd. Phllllps and lfood, pp. 108-9.
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contlnenfË vast enpty spaces to pre-empt ttÊ lan<I-bungry "teeming races

in the Ëagt."l lionethelessr Auatralia rvas generally regarcled by lts

governmonts ag a country of enornous potentlal that could and must be

made productlve and prroaperouÊ r- tasks wltlch could only be accornplished

by a large popul,rrtiott, whlch in turn æuld only be actrleved by supple-

mentlng n¡rtural increase by lmmlgration.2 To ¡nake Auçtralla great,

rrlgrants were needecl . The questlon r'¿ae, who õhoulci theeo rnigrants be?

'lhÊ b¡¿61c stêndord onployed by both Utate Ênd lrederal governments

&Ë to wlrc¡ should be recelvecl wae the very vague æncept of "deelrobility."

On the negatlve slde, thls concept becane enshrlned as the t'l¿'lrl te ¡\ustralla

Pollcy"¡ the attenpt to excLude all no¡r-whlte peoples, Asian, black,

cr¡loured. Thls policy could not be officlally enforce<l on raclal grounds,

pa¡tly bocåueo of the dtfîiculty of proof of rc¡ce, but ¡nore partlcularly

bscause of internationol and tmperlal obJectlons. lnsteacìr 1t otrerated

on apparently lndlvidual grounds. through the n¡echanisrn of a lan¡,,uage

teet, specifLcally a dtctatlon test¡ ttre abllity to wrlte out "¡rot less

than fifty worrla ßltctateÐ ln any pr€scrlbed language."3 usually, the

prescrLbed language wâ.5 lingll,slr or ê corrrlon Ì:lurc¡pean one, tleslgned to

prevent nigrution of all ¡ron-iiur'opeana. Ðut, 1¡r speclflc lnstences, the

language o¡uld be choeen so ¿Ê to excfude J:r'itlslt or Uuropeen lndlviduols

whour tl¡e authorltles conalclelecl t'undeslrable" altlrough Caucasls¡r. 'Ihls

Irlctatlon't'est wae not removed untll 1958, when 1t was replaced by the

errtry p'umit scheme.

1 a Ilon. li. Lucasr Ë4gg:ll. 1911, p. 496.

2. Tlre Prlnre ¡'llnlst€r, llflllarn l{ughes, clalmed Ln 1922 that the posltlon
was c1ear3 t'we all get a llvlng by worklng for oach other, afldr
provl,ded that certai¡r cr¡ndltlons obtaln, the more people, the ¡nore
employment, a¡¡d so nore wealth." 9:L!1. 1922, p. 1815.

3. Comnþnweelth of åustrol 1a, 19Q5, ¡'¡ct no. 17. Irnmlgratlon llestrlctlon
(Â¡nendnpnt) I'ct, 19O5, 9.4.
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In general , then, the l')1ctatlon leet cstaþl ished the standartl of

doairablllty as meanlng "whLte". But 'twhlteness" lteelf was not absolute.

Iìather, it lnvolved a slltiing ecale prenlsed on racla1 theorlee concern-

lng the superlorfty of ilrXtlsh sr¡d Northern ijuropean peoplee s,¡rd thelr

cultures over all othere. In thie eotrtext, ttwhite" meant eomethlng nore

tharr slmple sþ,ln plgllentatlon. It ¡neant close approxln¡otlon t<¡ the

¡\ustrril 1a¡r ideal ln terms of Iife-style, languege, culture, work-ethlc,

velues, etc. I.'ro¡¡r tlils positlun, the posltlve aspect of tl¡e st¿indard

of desirabillty l¡¡volved ttre importation of rnlgrants who woultl nc¡t

dlsturb and rvoulci Indeecl adva¡rce tlÊ pèaceful and tr[osperous econornlc

development of Austral le" In ac;oLtl.on, deslrable rnlgrants vrcrre those

rvho rvoulcl rrork at jobs l¡r whlct¡ ttrere waa a ehortage of ,tuetrollar¡

labour, who rvoulo not compete witl¡ rratlve-born workers for scorc€, jobe,

and rvho wouLtl not upsot the dqllcate balunce þetureen Lustrnlian workers

arrd enrployer.e by accepting lower rvages tha¡r the notlve-born recelved.l

(b) ßrltleh Itllgratlon.

Al,rpet by ûeflnltion, ae rnembers of the ¡rarent-stock, the Britlsh

fel1 wtthln thls cetegory of deelrable migrants. For them, tlp Auetraltan

g,Jvernmente were pr€pared to do more than slmply recef ve, and posltlvely

encouraged tl¡eir migration. Iletween 1911 and 1915r South Australia

f.ndepenrlently operated an asslsturicÐ scheme, subsidiafng ovor neven

tlroueand l3rltlah rnlgrants.2 No assist¿urcs uaÊ avallable dr.rrlng tho l"lrgt

i/orld liar and post-n'ar y6orB u¡rtII 7921 , whe¡t the ComlrK¡nÌrsal-th Governmont

7 'I'he parlX.amentary debates on lrrurlgratio¡¡ reveal a range qf ocono¡nlc
opfnion fa1llng rotrghly alclng party llnesi the Labour l"l.lþ were ln
fesour of rnlgratlon only lnsofer s6 there was full eimploymerrt f<¡r all
netive-bo¡n ¡¡ublle workerË; non-Labour ili.P.s wented mlgrant lsbour
to undertake dlscrete types of employment tn whlch there were labour
shortagee¡ nonc war¡ted coloured laborr for S.A. (a¡ dlstlnct from
the Northern ?erritory). Íjee, êoB¡r j¡¡!þ!]. 1911, pp. 1l0ff, 468fti
$.A.P.Lì. 1923, pp. lGl6ff.

2. The statletlcs q¡ncernlng aeslÊtsd mlgratlon 1n the followlng section
are derlved from Íìouth Australia¡r Statiatlcal Registers 1911-1948.
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1
negotlute<l a eerloo of Joint agreenrente with thc ljritielt Governrnent.

Under tlrese sch€nesr over thirteen tlroussnd asslsteu llritislr migronta

¿rrrivcd in uouth huetral la durl¡g the yeure L92l-29. By 192tr, lrowever,

nurnl¡ere, beg¿,n f alling qr¿teticelly becuuse of tl¡e a¡lverse ecr:rrotnlc

cr¡nultlons rvitilln tirt¡ country. l'rorn the lJeprer,sion tlrruughout the 193Os,

the ti.uance c.v¡¡ll ¡¡þ1 e for asclstance wag cut b¿clt to e n¡lrrl¡ìturn --

Ì¡etween lglJu encì 1939 only 238 Urltlsh nrLgrantc w€¡r'e assistetl to l,outh

Au¡ tr ¿¡ll, a. 
2

lSefore the L\c¡:r.ossiou, ¿rur.itt'all{¡¡r (iovern¡nentg were 'w111irrg to

sulreldize the costa of lndivitlu¿I trovel for tl¡eee people t¡ee¡:use tlie

new settlerc wele expected to cqntribute vuluable ¡¡nd neecjed lat¡our to

tlre work of bulldlng the Jrustrul lrur uatio¡r. The types of rvsrk assisted

lnigrarrte wcrc ilrçorted to perforrn cleurly indicatec¡ tlre naturc of this

economic lntentt the Governme¡¡t ìvished tìre countryts productive capectty

to expanci along the linee alrelady establlshed and vished to enhatrce the

stand arrl of livlng of the /iustr&llgri*borr. l'r¡nda¡nentally, thls e¡¡talle<l

the aceeptance end eucourogement of tl¡e stratlf lcatlc¡¡r of tl¡e /'ustrallan/

l;outh llustrallrur economy, ns cil scusseq¡ al¡ove I'n uhapter lhroe. I3rltieh

lobour was l,nported into tur enrploylnent hleratchy wl thln whlcÌ¡ the great

maJorlty of nrlgrant workere f llled tl¡e ìower Þaitì, rc¡utl¡re jobs vacated

by i'¡s¡¡o1 le,n wo¡'kers ùs tl¡e I¿rtter r¡rovcd to highor levels 1r¡ tl¡e cilvere-

1fylng occupatlonel structure.t (rru wtlL be ¡lrown trclox, thie stratlf-

icatir¡n i¡rcreasecl over tirne¡ arrd waÉr s.ccompsnled by a widening of the

"iruetr{rllan Imrntgratlo¡r I'ollcyr" pp. 9?-1oo¡ Ii.T.I Charterle,
i:|r Lti sh 8¡ni

i\ppleyard t
30-31.lon to ¿ustr (Canberra: ¿L.li.U., 196.1), pp.

2. Uncìor r¡I.1, of ther:e tehemes, tlrere worr: trvo classetj ot' aesi¡r ted mlgranta:
the t'selectedrtt who rvere rec¡uited by the Cot¡u,¡onrvealtÌ¡ on thtl initiatlve
of the Lt¡rte Government; anci tl¡e rtoon¡1n¡¡têdr" who were r¡o¡ninatecl by
Auetrallar¡ resídente (usually relativee, employorÊ or charltable orgûn-
lsatlons) who undel'took responsitrll lty lor thc migrant in t<¡rns of
ernploymont a¡rrl occo¡n¡¿odat i.on.

3. see Mlrrgaret !)ower, "CaËt<)ff Jobs¡ iÍomen, I,iigrants, I3Iacks lliay Àpplyr"
Iiefrectory $irl , No. 11 (June 1976) r Pp. 2'7'3!.
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definttion of "deslrable" os regarded rnlgr:urtS: üaEtern iluropean,

llouthorn iìur.opean, fitlddle tlastern mlgrantË w€re succesal,vely allowed

entry l¡rsofar a6 they would flll tbe bottorn joba vacated by tlre prevlous

etÌÌ¡ric group as the lotter tnoved up ån occu¡latlona.l, rr¡¡rg.)

In the pre-Þ'lrst liorld Ìiar yesrE (191 1-15), male migrants were

predominantly recrultect to liouth ¿lustr&Ila for agricultural work (4?ã

o¡' atl non-dependont ¡nalee). 'IÌ¡is was a dellhrate Uovernlrnnt attenpt

to compensate lon the repid drlft of the nntlve-born populatlon to the

cltleg at a ti¡ne whe¡r Goverrrmsnt¡ (¡loth l¡,ustral lan and Imperial) were

urging the neceseity to populate anct make prnoriuctlve tl¡e country's

"vnst enrpty spacgs.'rl A¡ wt¡ll , small numbers of, ukllled trucl<¡smen wsre

ancoutagod to mlgratO, ln c¡rder to ùnp¡x¡ve the et{¡r¡dalds of $outh

;\ustr¡¡lian l¡rdustry &nú to teacl¡ their skills to tl¡e native-born.

liurl.ng tho 19ÍùUs, recruitment pollcy rcraained b¿¡[¡lcally tho sa¡¡¡e,

except for u conslderably lncreasotl proportion of u¡tskilled I¿¡bourez's.2

Âs regafded woripn, the asslstance ËclrenleÉr encoursg€d ¡rr¡c¡ roinforced

the ¡exua1 cllvlslon c¡f lebour: women'a place w¡r,a in tl¡e hotne. The

vast ms;lority of BrttiË,h women ln both p€rlo<ls Brrlvec¡ as dependentc --

aa rvÍves arrcl <laughtera (EOi'l ln 1911-15, ô51á ln 1921-29). t'he only other

category of wc¡men rnigratlng ln substantial num¡ers also worked ln tlte

horno, as domestlc serva¡¡ts (ãlii, in 191 1-15r ?,5'ð, In 1921 -29). Thle

latter recruitment pollcy wae again a deliberate govern¡nent attempt to

compensate for the rapld drlft of nattve-born women f,rom eervlce lnto

1. Íiee generally tlre 2nd readlng of the 1911 Imnlgratlon Btll, i!j$jl.
1911, pp. l10ff , 468ff ; al€o'T!'.Ð. !'orsyth, @:
Austrsllan. Ilri eh nnci llorld 'lr€nria of Ponulat qnd kr isrntlrrn
(!"¡elbourne and Iondon¡ Èlelbu¡ne Univorslty lirega ln assocltttlon
vrlth Oxford University Press, lçJ42) r pp. li4f f.

2. l¡rr¡¡n 1911 to 191õ, oruly Z; of non-depsrdent msJ.e aßslsteci migrants
ca¡¡¡c r¡lthln the occupètlonal cetegory c¡f "nrur^lcipal a¡rd ¡rublic
empJ.oyment, general lebourers and mlscellaneoug"; in ttte p€rtod
L92L-29t the ¡rercentage was 21 . liouth Auetraliå¡r Éi tat, istical ltoelstere.
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1
factorles, off lcoË and eho¡-lso In the tu¿o lntcr-wûr dcc¿illagì, 576t)

Dritl*ch wornen paid up to lZ63 ancl travelled twelve thousnnd n¡ilee 1r¡

ord6r to rvork ae rvives or <Jnu¡;htor's or gervsnts in a¡r Austrn,l 1an kltci¡en

ro_ther than Ír Ilrltlsh one. Those posltlons urere gcon ti¡ bc nècessarlly

coilpl'3tner:tary. In bottr poriods rrf asslsted lmrnlgratlonr the rullng

tr,lboral Eovernmrjnt crnbarkecl upon speclftc scÌIomc$ to brÍng t:ut ttglrle

tr: Jlustr¿¡l 1¿r to nect thc de¡na¡rcî fc¡r domesttc asslstor,"rr. ttS Luri.ng tiic

tlebatee c¡n the 191 1 !outh Austrnll.an f rmnlgratlou ilfll, tlte ÏÍe¡n. .t.ii.

.r,.tldisorl rlocl¿rrt¡cl that

the nee<l of do¡nestlcs hatl lrrr.ru¡;lrt about a tcrrlble
stato, and there was no questlon al¡ttut 1t that
1t rvas zrff ecting ttre natural ¡ropitl atlr¡n c¡f tlu;
country. If they woulct not glvo womên help In
the rvny of serl'auts they rnt¡ilrt ¡rosililbly ¡ìot hove
ch11dren.4

Twolvo yeare later, ln the debates on I new fnrnlgration Í1111, the satne

polnt was rElterated:

the greateet slaves ln Austral la are ths .ì/orr€n
fn the back blocks. 'l'hey are elí.rves to thelr
envtronmsrt. They carrnot ¡4et help unle6e ma.lds
are broußht out frc¡m tl¡e o1 d country. . . . IJo

not sacrlflce the ¡lustrallau mothe¡ for Incroaelng
c.pprehenslon for tho llrltlsh glrl."

1 g4:!¿. le11, pp. 475, 4Ð7; å14È{. \922. pp. õ6-8.

1812.

3. flee speech by tho Commlssloner r:f Cirown l.ands, tho lion. lì.fi. Lalfer,
!!¡þ¡]. 1923, po 1016.

4. Ë4c&l¿. 1911, p. 4O7. li'or the ûrrar¡ge¡ncnte ¡nacle to recrult and
protect l3rltlsh do¡neetlc ssslÉtants, ae€ ppr tt3, 47o.

5. I'fr. l{clnto6h, åråÊ=!]. 1923, p. 1883. On tl¡ls occaÊton, the Labc¡ur
Party opposed vehemently the lmportrrtlon of dorneetics, rvlth argumetrts
concornltrg tlte oxlstencc) of unem¡lloyrneint ln tìlo I'tcte, the u¡rdo¡rrocratLc
nature of lndentured labour, and the nnturally greater weaktress of
i51rls eom¡rured to boysi i,.Â.1'.1). 1923, ¡rp. 18G8-t35.
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'fl¡nt tìre f unction of fenr¡rlt.: nrig;rirrrts was; to be wives anci rnotlrers, or to

trêln for theeo ¡)osltions, wâs never ln riuostiotl-- onty tho econ<¡mics

and Ir¡bour conc.l itions r:{ t}rc situatlon. 1923, }roweve¡', wa¿; the l¿¡st t1¡rrc

that e donrestic ass.istant gcherne of illurlgratlon 1v;rg suguestecì. By tlren,

tìre "servcnt protrleni'was coming to be seen a6 lnsoluble.2 lio further'

schornes for asslsting tlre irnrrrl6,;rotio¡r of do¡lestic eervants wore there-

after serlously cor¡siderecl .3

liornastic servsnts were the only cl ass of fenale rnigrants epeclf ically

tlealt with in the pre-;oc,;rnd ':orlci ifar years by the irltnigrtrtiort policy

rrieilíers. In general , wornen rverr¡ littlc mentioned. lis with ai-I tile otlrer

institutions cllecusged in chopters above, imr.rlgratl<ltr ¡rolJ.cy r,tnkcra

tendeti eitlær to subsum<) fc.nale inlgrants withln a urrivetsal rhctortc,

r¡r cIsle ignore then¡ in favour of specifically ¡rro1o concerlr$. Not t¡¡¡tiI

tlie 196()s did tlre l)e¡;a¡t¡ue¡rt of Irrunigratio¡r be¡gin to cc¡ucern itself

s;irecif i,caI1y'vLtlr fe¡nalo migrants, wl¡en tbere lÀ¡r¡Éì r,ucidcnly, lurcl very

belatedly, porcoivect to be r "l'Jo¡na¡r l'¡þblem.tt4 Lfost irnportantly, this

"¡lroblemtt concerned the posslble cleleterLr:us offects <¡f an ilnbalaJrce of

tlrc soxes; peripherally, 1t concorneq tlre difficulties ol îçrnale migrurt

assl¡nilation lnto tlre ¡\ustralie¡r conununity. Corta1nly, 1n the yenrF before

1. "hlr. Laffer -- Nothi.ng lrelps a girl to talce her plo.ce i¡r life as ¿l

narrl€d \$)nan better than traln
There le so¡nething 1n that. . .

in a good l¡orne. ìjlr. Gunn --
iL:l¿LÈ. 1923, ¡r' 1871.

lng
ll

Zo

3. 'lhere are no hietorlcql ¡itudies <¡f the l.outh ¡Iu$trsLiar¡ dotnestlc
assista¡Ìt irnnigration schemee. Ihese schemes \Yere, ho\¡/evcl:, generally
tied to the l]ritXsh boy-f arrner sc]remes, arrd there i¡¡ occ¿rslor¡al ¡ne¡rtio¡r
in C'. Clrristo, t'The iìoutl¡ ^Austral 14n lloy-Intmlgratlon Scheme 1913-19Zgr"
B.¡\. llons. 'fhes1s, Ïìlstory l)ept., ;\delalde Unlrrcrslty, t974.

'îlre res¡sons for ti¡l,s were stt¡,I consiclered to be tlte
treatrnent of serva¡¡ts by nrlstresses, rsther tha¡r tl¡e
condittonE of the Job and the changing no.ture of the
gcnclral ecolromy. !þþ[. lg23¡ p. l87t¡ (Mr. cunn)¡
(hlr. Ilenn)), p. 1S77 (ÂIr. Ijlrrell).

indivitlual bad
structur¿¡L
fernale a¡rd tho
p¡ l8?5

4. lrÍscrrsEed ln the llollowirrg sectlon.
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th¡ Soeond Wotld lar, thlr ttprcblæ" wag known to cxlat, h¡t 1t rcm¡lncd

ln thc brckground of pollcy nakcre' "ooc.rtr¡.l woncn vcrc lergcly

con¡ldercd adJunctlvc to nale nfgratlon -- thcV vcre creatore of a¡rd

ps¡tle1p6¡¡t¡ ln fanlllcs, ot vcrc provldcrc of young, chcrp labour pow€r

ln thc ycare beforc marrlcg..

thtr gcncral, taken-for grented atatu¡ of fcmalc nlgrantr 1l

retlectcd ln thc casc notca of thc thrae Glcn¡lde romcn who mlgratcd

tron tbc Unltcd Klngdon bcforc the sacqtd lforld *o.*'

{, Notc: tbo Olcn¡ldo Horpltrl.Adnl¡¡lona Regletora øntain thc category
"N¡tlvc Pla€r" a¡ the only lndlcatlo¡¡ of netionallty or btrthpl¡cl.
Only rarely ln thc lndlvldu¡l ca¡enotc¡ 1¡ tlprc lnforn¡tlon conccrnlng
thc d¡tc of tmlgr¡tl,o¡. îhc rsece¡mont of when each of the twclve
nlgrent üomGn arrlvsd ln South Auatralta 1¡ thu¡ largcly a mettcr of
conJccturc and hypothealr, derlvlng lrom

(1) tholr datc of adnlsalon¡

(2) lncldental dctall¡ from thelr hlstorler¡

(3) tbßls placo of rc¡ldcncG ln Adclaldc (aonc AdelaldG ¡ub¡rb¡ had
dl¡tlnct othnlc eonccntratlone et ccrtaln perloda. Thc¡! can bt
dctornlned on thc bat13 of the chronology of subdlvl¡lon of thc
Adcleldc urba¡r a¡cr3 ln rcletlon to waY.s of nlgratlon; fro¡¡ tb
proacntday aoclo-ccononlc atla¡ of Atlclalaotg ud tron the S.A.
Good Nclghbour Counclltr report on cthnla devclopËnt ln s.l.)i{

(4) ¡tatl¡tlcal proJcctlon¡ ønccrnlng urual sgc at nl3retlonr annutl
arrlval¡ rccordlng to natloneflty (or plece of enb¡¡katlon)¡ and
a¡rlval¡ undcr ¡r¡!¡ta¡¡cG tchÊnc¡.

1. Scc cg., $þ!. 1931, p. 132672 epeech b¡r Scnator E.D. ltlllon
cørccrnlng t¡he return of fanllles to Engtend bacau¡c of the wltcr¡
t¿1lurc to "accllmêt1gg."

2. Ánn Mgt¡hsll, "Thc Grwth of ÊuHlvl¡lqr ln the Adcleldc Urban ArGÊr"

Aurtralla, 62 (19€0-61), pp. 66.€7.

3. R.J. Stlmcon and E.A. Cleland, ttA Soclo-Eønomlc Atlar of AdclÊldcr"
6chæl of soclal Scloncca, Fllndcra Unlveralty, arrd Dcpartncnt of
Comunlty Wcllarc¡ S.A.r lfil6.

4. B¡¡11 E. Ilcnnl¡, ttEthnlc lÞvclopnont ln South Au¡trel 1¡r" Prcacntcd
¿t ths 17th Annual Statc Confcrsrce of thc Good Nclghbour Councll of
6outh 

^u¡tr¡ll¡, 
Inc., Adclalde, lÐ71.
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EÞÈLl. Olon¡ldc ïfomcD.

Na¡s Eorn Country lllgretod Adni.ttod tarrlcd Chlltbcn R¡letlv¡¡
of blrth to G.H. 1$ [i.A.

Nora
Davis

s811y 1896 Eng.
Ircla¡rd

?19ã)¡ 19óó Yoa Onc Nonc

18S Eng. ?19ã)¡ 1943 lldcncd Son 61rter

lltll¡ 1899 8€t. ?l9l¡.l_¿ 1916 Yo¡ 5on
born
19r8

S1¡tcr

Ápelt fron tlp rGccd of thclr native placoe, therc ls llttle ln thclr

ct¡c notcr relatlng to thclr ¡tatus aa mlgrantr. In fact, thc only

sp€ctflc rcfcrence ln all thrce ceaoa concsrncd tlrp eb¡cnce ol onG uonant¡

rolatlvç¡ 1n Auatrall,c. For Selly Irelend, 1t rvas reco¡ded that ¡Ì¡e had

ttno relatlvc¡ hcre, Comcg from EnglÐd."

Al.l thrce womên had becn brn 1n the Unlted l(lngdou ln the 189Or,

end probably nlgrated to South Australla durlng onc of the nlgrant wrvca:

1911-15 or 1931-28. ft 1r lmposrlble to tell wlpther thoy çcrc ¡nerr!,cd

bfore or ¿fter rnigratlng, or whether thcy merrlcd Brltleh or Auetrall¡¡r

rrÞno fn each of thc three womcnts cêrenotel, thcre 1g no ncntlon of thcn

ever undcrtaklng pald rcrk. Thua, tt 1¡ lnpoc¡lble to tell vhcthcr tbcy
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cflno out Lndependently, rvere no¡nlnated by residont relatlves, rvr:rc depend-

ents of aselsted or lndepondent male rnlgrants, or were recrulted under

one of tìre clomestic serwc.nts assfstonce schenres. ,\t the timo of flret

admlssio¡r to Gl onslde, o&ch \vomr¡n waa s housewlfe, uith chlldren who were

old enough to be lndependent. Nora llavlÉ was a widowr Sally ancl'Illlle

both had lnvalld husbands. Nor¿r and Ttllte rvere bth ad¡nitted to l)arkslde

llental llospital ln 1945r aged õ5 and 46 reepectlvely, whlLe lially was

edrni.tted ln 1955, aged CrO. All three were reported ou adtnlsslon to be

deluded or Ìralluclnated; atl clalupd to hear threa,tenlng volces. Alter

five months, l,iora left hospltal and went hone; 11I11e atayeci for nfne

yenr$ nnd then went to llvo i.n a boardlng houso; satly rernalned ln

læspital for tl¡ree years then went to a nurslng home.

Insofât as the notes lndlcate nothlnp¡ concerning the nrlgratlon of

these women, nor of thelr early years in f;outh ltuetralla, my analysls of

thelr attempt to bcome good "new Austral la¡r" ,"o,r,er, ,nt"t ffilTited and

involvo B. certaln arnount of conJecture. That thelr mlgrnnt stÍrtus wes

llttle remerkec upon doeo l)orhaps lncllcote, however, that they met a

prlrnury de:nand: that they assimllate themselvee t<l tho Australlan communlty

so welI aE to t¡e virtun-l Iy ürdlstln¡grrlehable from nattve Austrnl.lnno.l

(This, of course, wr¡s {rn årnblguous demand: 1n the case of migfants

admltted to lærform speclf1c, Iow-status work, they had to remaln

"clifferent"enoug¡h to explaln why they put up rvlttr such wcrrk¡ brt they

tv€rr3r nevertlreless, expected to asslmllnto ln other respects.)

By the time of tholr admisslons to Glenslcle, all three s/Ðnên Ytêf,e

Ilvlng ln the Adelatde sutxlrbs, agalnst the tntentLons of the early

lrnmlgratlon pollcy ¡nirkers who had decrled the drlft to the towns ancl wanted

1 Chlef ljeeretary, 9:Å44I. 1911, p. 47O.
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rurêl populatlon, tx¡t in confo¡mlty rvtth the rnaJority of the Soutl:

AuËtralle¡l populatlon wlro were eettled urt¡E¡r dr¡ellors. (By 7947, íÐii

of the iioutl¡ Austroltun populatlc¡n llved 1¡r the ¡\deleide ruetropolltan
tarea.-) Ue.ch wo¡nun hûo lnarriecl, set up a home, a¡¡d tx¡rne children. In

thie they conformed wlth the moet speclfic expectatlon of the lmrnlgratlon

pollcy makers for urlgrant wc¡men: that they ufro,rfO be wlves and nrothera.

nlut ¿rs wlves ¿rnd rnothers, tlrey seenr to h¡lve b€ên -- or to have felt --

lsol¿¡tori. The plcûure that ernrges frorn the cage notes 1É of three women

who set up homes a¡d famllles a.r¡d relled on thølr husbands to provlde

cont¡¡ct witt¡ the outslde world. lJut st so¡ne polnt, tltat contact vras

loet ¡ Norar s hueba¡rd dleci; both Sellyr s arrd Tilller s husbûrds became

Ir¡v¡¡l 1dÊ and l¡ousebound, thereby tylng the wouren ev€u more closely to

the ho¡nc;, újuch situotionit, were not uncorunon fof r:ny 1','omen of th<jlr age,

whether Åustralian-t¡orfi or rni.grant, But eF nrlgrtrnts, they were eII

cut off to a certaln extent frorn thelr relatl.vesr Ênd declslvely isolated

fro¡n tlre¡ fanrily-¡slghbourlrood networka of chlldhoocl wlrlch ulght huve

2provided their chlef cor¡tacts l¡ad they stayed in lingland.

lloch woman haci been forced by her sltuatlon.)B rnlgrsnt, rvlfe and

¡¡ptl¡er to rcly upon trer l¡iunsdlate fanri,ly for social. involve¡rlent ar¡tl

uu¡:port. ln later yeãrË, wlren thelr chlldren had grcriln up, tl¡is relLauce

was dl.roctect more pertlcularly townrcls thel.r hust¡ands, whcr failed theu¡ --

througli lllr¡ess or death. ¡^,t arlflission, each rvo¡nanrs delusions centred

upon ttrls most important, b¡t norv amblguous, relationshi¡r. lially f reland,

wlth no relatives ln Austrelia, felt rr:Jected and per$ccuterl lry hcr husba¡td:

1 a lioutl¡ rlustrallan Year llook 1976.
ln 1947 waa only S)'jl.

Thc epeclftcally rursl population

2. See J. KlaLn, liamplee fro¡n !,lnsl lsh cultures (l,ondon: Itoutledgo and
Kogan Faul, 1965) i û. tsott, l'a¡ullv ru¡tì É;ocluL Networlc (Lonclon¡
Tavlstock, 1957).
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accuses hor' Ì¡usband of obteinlng lter lnor;ey by fal.sc
pretenceF. . . . Last nLght sho h€ard r'Îhe Governotr
sllot her husbaricÌ in the lfatcl¡housc.'r . . . Says her
husba¡rd sent her to patkslde to get r1d of hEr.

T1Ille JervLs wae more fearful for ter fanlly¡
rfsend rne homê. I went to be wlth rny husband and
chil¡.I .lr . . . Tl¡e volceB told her thot hr¡r hueba¡rd
had been kllled. . . . I't111 hears Yolces whlch aay
"cio not let ¡re go home.tt

As for l.i ora [lavi.s, she

wlLt rrot ad¡nit that her l¡usband !s dead a¡rcl she
inslste that she can get ß¡arrledo . . . rtÌ{e ls
nc¡t deacl ttrt I ar¡r to get marrled next lYeek. . . .
I am not dlvorced and am allowed to get marriod ngal.n.f

'fhe eltuetton of lsolatXon an<t the Éense of persecutlon felt by tliese three

wo¡ru:tì w¿rs sucl¡ ttrat they were defrned ae rn¡,'.d. They bccarne numbcrs i¡r thc

"mlgra.nt ìryomen probleil' ¡tentloned abor¡o. once those numl¡ers becane hlgh

enough¡ the problem was def lned as blg enough, pollcy ¡nakers t¡ecarne

concernod enough, and money vva6 6pent to fÍncl out what the problem was

end how to aolve tt. Tl¡e next eectlon brleflyr and parenthetically,

Burrlmarlzos the resulte of that search.

(c) iiesearcl¡ lnto I'llgrstlon and ¡uental ilealth.

Australia¡r Governments always malnt¿¡ined the right to proþlblt

the errtry of, "diseaseeJ peúBons." Into tÌ¡is category fell tlrc¡se who could

hre defi¡¡ect (an¿ detected) aE rÊntally fll . Irlorr:over, the various ilederal

and ijiate lrrunlgration ¡-rcts granted tÌre power to ordor the cleportatlc¡n of

any perËr)n fro¡n ¿lustralla if, withi¡: five ye¡¡rs aftcr any entry, she,/he

br¡came an in¡nate oll a me¡rtal hoepital or n public churitable lnstitution.

iuclt riglrts of excluelon untì their operation were talien for Br¿mted.

¿iftor the Ueco¡rd ìrorlrl r'ar, hclrveye¡, with tlre e¡rorrnouçly lncrensetl volutrp

of rnigrotion¡ nrucl¡ more strlngent procedures for the rnec.lic&I screenlng of
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1
mlgrants scc¡rred required, êãpoctillly aE regârded TB end nentnl rllealrllltlea.

llumerous lnvestlgntlons nnrt studlesi werc und€rtslíen ¡rt Conmonwer.lth

lnetfgetion, and all unlforml¡' refÐrted that the scre{ining proceduros

were ¡de(tuute, that lt wås, inìposìsible to detect nll potentlrrl psychotlca

by Bny rcreening proceßs n¡rd therefore governments must be ¡rre¡larod for

solne mlgrant "break<lownÉ" nfter arrlval , tut thnt the rate of "nont¡rl

lllnese" amongst mlgranta wlro lrad been resldent 1n ¡lustrnlla for less

than flve yenfe wúrs lorrer than tÌ¡e rate sjnongrt nertlve-bom r\ustrallans.2

$uch conclu¡ilono allayod govcrntvpntal concorn, b¡t mental healtl¡ euthor-

Itlea rvere etLll confrontecl by the eeven ntlyante out of ev€ry lür0oÜ

v¡ho were being atlnltted to rne¡rtal hocpltale uround /¡uetr¿¡l j.a.

A serLêË of e¡:lclenlolo¿1lcaÌ Etudleo wag tÌ¡en undertaken to deterntlne

the lncldence of ¡rentr¡l tllness, ntrÐn6ï nrlgrants and the factoro lrrfluenclng

that rate.3 llot all of these sturlles wero compatltrle: dlfferent clefln-

ltlons of "mÍ¡¡rants" $r€re used, there were dlfferent standatdo for typea

¡nd slzeo of populrrtlons, dlf ferent crlterla for tho clltrgnoele of "lnental

lllneee."4 In gpneral , however, tho stuclles curm¡Iotlvely telncled to show

thnt the lncLdence of "mentul lllnese" varied accorrlJ.n¡1 to the four maln

l. S1r Hnrry liundet'l-y, ttÂ st t'v"y of 1rnr,r1¡';rntlon and lllent¿rl He¿ùth tn
¡\ustraltar" ln The $tudy of Immlgrernts ln Austfrùlti¡ etl. C.l\. Prlee,
Proceedings of Cr¡nference on Immlgratlon liooearch, lleparttnent of
Denography, ilustral lun Nation{rl Uníversf ty, 196(), p. 18Í}.

2. \runderly, "Ir:rrnigretj-an ancl i\lentaJ' Hcalthr" pp. 183-9¡ Austrellsn
Cornnronweatth Immllrratlon 4dvlsory (.:ouncll , "The Incfdence of ltlental
Illness among h'ilgrantsr" neport by t Cornmltteo of tt¡e Co¡nmonwealth
Imrnlgratlon /:dvl-eory Councf I r 1961, pp. t-2.

Í1 . F'or a Ê,u¡nrn¡ìry of rnost of, the rne-ior stu<ll,ee, Bee J. liruplrtskl,
"soclological Âspeets of llental lll-Hea¡.th ln N'llgrant9r" $oclal
ucJence and [Iedlcine, 1, lío. 3 ($opt. 19,67>r pp. ?¡67-8\.

Íjuch incornpatiblllty 1s comrnonplace in epldemiologlcal research on
mental illnesg. Íiee 6þsys, Chapcr One, Part 3.

4
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våriables of a€e, Ëex, nation¿rtlty ond lengtl¡ of reside¡rce. I¡or the

purpos€E of tt¡1 s chapter, the main co¡¡cluslons rcllcvÉürt to fe¡nelel mlgrants

can be eummatrlted as!

(1) "The lncidence of scl¡t¿ophrenla ls hlghor for all Æsle ånd
temnlf non-Ilrttltrh llmllgra¡rt¡ then for those comlng from
tlrltaln s¡¡d ilrOse born ln rtustrslia. Eestern Europesn
lnmlgrants are aifected to the hlghest degr€e. . . .
Depresslve stetes h¿rvc baer¡ found to be more comnpn 1n son€
grq¡pa of inmigranta, eapecially among Britieh and liesterri
Lluropea:r J,mnrlgrants. rr. blgher lncldence of persclnality and
behaviour dlsordere ls beglnning to omerge to a grentel
oegree than ¿rmong the /¡ustraf ian-born.tt1

Q) "'Ihe þreakdowne ar¡ìong fe¡nale nrigrants occur prodorrrlrraltly after
7 to 1õ years resld€nce 1n thle e.:untry."z

(3) "uelly brealrclonns 6y f,en¡ale mfgråntí ln the firÉt three
ye¡¡r6 al'ter lilgrat!,on occur mostly Drnong ¡roople who have
already been ¡nentally tII in tholr' or¿ri courrtryr whllst tlre
lt¡ter breakdo¡¡ng appear to l¡e ltpre close]y relatr¡d to the
streË6es of migratlc¡n.t'3

(4) "'l'he hLgh lncidence of a¡i¡nieslon ln groups of Rritlsh irnruigrants,
Ln contrast wLth the low rates for Gre.:k-born sfltt Italian-born
lmrnlgrantc, lncllcatee that cultural dlff€renc€s .pg g do not
contrlbute to poychlatrlc illncss."4

(tt) "Thcre i¡ no douþt that tl¡e pro¡rortiorr of alngle f cn¡a^l.e

mlgrant patlenta and thoso who have no relattvss 1n AuÊtral,la
ls lower than the corre6ponding poreontages fsr tl¡e entire
te¡nale mlgrant gtoup. Tl¡le moans that ln contradlstlnctlon
to tl¡a goneral populat1on, marrlage does not protect fenrale
rnlgrants from rnental breakdcnrn."6

1 a Kruptnekl, "fjoclolog!.cal Âspects of Mental Ilt-Health ln lrtlgrantEr"
p. 269.

J. Krupinskf., l¡. fichaechter¡ J.F.J. Cade, "Factors Influenclng t]re
IncldonceofMente1lì1eordersdnonE]M1grants,.'@
Australia. II (1gi¿i) r p. 277.

3. l.'. $chsechter, "ltrevlc¡us IIlstory of lviental Illneee in llemale ¡viÍgrant
Patlenta Admttted to the Psychletrlc Hospltat, Iúoy6! Parkr" ElEgl
Journal oÍ r+ustrella, II (1965), p. 279.

2.

4 .I. KrauÊ, "l;o¡,re Locial l"actors r¡n<i the liete
Adu¡lEsion of Immlgra¡¡ts ln New South Ìfalee,

of i)sychlatric llospltal
" Medlcal, Journal of

Âustrells, lI (1909)r p. 18.

Jo ¡irupinskl an<t ri. Iitoller, "l''"rniLy LlIe a¡rd hìr¡ntal ilt-lloa1tl¡ ln
l,lþrantsrt'fn ,
ed. Allan stoller (bicLbourne: Cheshlre, 19Cr6) , ¡t. 142.

5.
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(O) "The brea!:rlov/ns among temt¡lo nrlgrants . . . cêD bê

attrltr¡ted to tt¡elr lacJc of asslnllatlon, leading to
lsolation wlthln thelr orYn famlly.'r1

Theee sl,x colclusions vere nelther aa¡lmilated nor lntegratod by

the researcherÊ. The only sxplanation offered for the hleh lncldence of

¡nental lllness anrong Eaatern Uuropeari women concernecl thelr severe war-

tlme experiencea: Rruplnakl reported tlrat, up to 1965, almoet three

quslt€rE of lta6tern Uuropean female patlents l¡¿rd been tirrough Nazi

concontratlon carnpe, loet their fa.nllles, or euffered other aevere hard-
D

shlps." The explanatlon offered for t)¡e late onset of rnerrtal lllness

a¡nong mlgrant women (Iote ln ter¡ns of botl¡ Ègp anü lengtir of residence)

concern€d

the onset of tlre mênopause o o . lsndT the
terrolnatlon of the uotherrs forrner role elthln the
farrily, ie. whsn ths offspring have become adult,
lndependent. ssaigllatcd lnto tl¡e ønmunlty arrd
leave her behlncì.

I'hls lattor polnt could be stretcled to accorünodate an explsnatlon for

the low lncldence of mental lllness among slngle wornen, wl¡o had no famlly

to be left behlnd by. Proposltlona (4) end (6), howeverr were clearly

contradlctory, lnsofar os the avldence pcllnted to liouthern ¿turopeÊ.n women

being ttre leaat assinrllated of oll rnigrant groups, tlre most lnnrured with-
4ln tl¡e f amllyr - but nonetheless havin¡¡ one of the lowerst ratee of admle¡lon

to psychlatrlc hospltala.

I Kruplnekl, $chaechter, Cade, t'Factofs ln Incldencêr" p. ?:7?.

"soclologlcal Âspecte of Mental Ill-Health ln [flgrantÉr"2. firuplnskl,
p. 276.

3. Kruplnskl, "lloclologlcal Aspccte of |tlontsJ. IIl-Health ln lr{lgrantsr"
p. 272.

$trong famlly bonds had originally been glven e role of proteetlon
agalnat ¡nental !.1 lness, but by 1966 thls was ttdi.aputabl€." 

Compare
J. Lruptnski and A. tjtoller', "Incldr nce of Mental lilsorde¡sln Vlctorle,
Âustrêlta, Âccordlng to County of Blrthr" Ùledlcal Journal of Australla,
lI (196õ), p. eoO, and l(ruplnelcl, "boct;lo
tlealth ln lvllgrantsr" p. 273.

4.
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In all, there w¿rs nelther sufflcient þreojr.dc¡r,,n of statlr¡tlcs

ccncelulng fenralo rnigrants irlld ntental illness (o conslstent, ¡nultlv¡¡rlate

riu&IysLË rvar; required whlch sinrultaneously correlated aex, merltal utatua,

rratlonolity, ûgc Érr¡d cÌ lagnosls), nor sufflclent cr¡ncern with the

upeclf icully feruale rnearrings of both nrJ,gratton ar¡ct f a¡r.lly lifo. The

l¡npllcatft¡n of tìrls n'hole scquence of studios ç'aÊ that, liy etayln¿1 ln

thelr oxpected place -- the lrone -- and by ¡rerforrning ttreir expected

tu,sirs -- &s rvlves cnd mothers, that ls, by ettenptln¡; to cc.¡nforrn to

the ideal" of the good uromern, femalc rnlgrarrts were l-nedverterrtly prepû¡lng

therns<>Ives for niadness.

T;'omen nt hon¡e wrtre consi,dered cruclal to the stabLllty of thelr

f¿l¡nil les, ¿lr¡d hence of thetr ¡¡t¡¡nberÉr wl<ler Èocta.l relatlons¡

ä6 rr,llves oncl nroth.ers, they :rre the rock to whteh.
thelr famll.leg are anchorcd. They are, ln a very,
real r:ense, the new pioneers of the 2ttth Century.'

llut by staying ln the home, women would havc llttle opportunlty to etrsim-

1lete (a term rarely 1f over tleflned ln t}¡e montnl henltli llterature),

r'¡l¡ile tjrelr lru¡ìb¿:¡rds ¿rnd chfl<.lreti wotrlci tr¿lve ttenforcodtt2 rænttct with

tlre ¡rustrullcn corrununlty thrnul;ir their pre$cnce l¡r tlre publlc n,ork forc()

¡,rntl thc sctn¡ols. It was nll very rvell to argut,, ae ciltl cne ¡-rnychlr.trlst

tlurt

though a-II o¡l¡rortunltiee f or assl¡nilation shoultl
¡Je givon no p¡"essure should be use<l. It ls essontially
the chil<lren aJrc¡ grantìclrllrlren of the tni¡;rartts r'.'ho

should be the onos to co¡nnence asElmilatlon and complete
it.3

L. P. Lynch, 'I'he ü'omanrs liolo tn bnmlgratlon, Ilnmlgration liofarence
Pa¡rer, 197ü, p. õ.

2. Álan F.ichardson, Iìrltish Mlerante and Au¡tralla: A PeychoeociâI
L4,iÐ (Canberra: /',ustralinn I'i atlonal Unive¡rslty l)ross, lg74),
p. 5O.

3. F. I'ichaochter, "A Éitudy of Psychoae¡ t,n Fena,tc Àlt.grantsr" .$!!ggl
Journa-]. of llustralla II (1962)r p. 461.
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But tl¡e enforcod a¡ãlnllatlon of thø husband end chlldren tended to

crcate embarratømnt in thpn ebout th€ unsselmllated mother at home¡

-Goßltq!¡.stly¡ tboy left her bchlndrl lsolated ln a fonlly that needed

her to stay put ac a¡r "ar¡chor" whlle they drerrr sway lnto the wlder conrmunlty.

'fln probl€rm was knøvn, and wae considercd to be lnsoluble¡ indlvldual

allsvtatlon wa& nrrely to l¡c hoped for. In 1967, the Iþpartnent of

hnmlgratlon 1s¡ued a panphlet dlrected opeciflcally at lntendlng fJritlsh

female nlgrants whicl¡ loosoly deflned the pn¡Þiem and the hope.

Your great€st problem wlll probably bc homesicknese.
lïlllle your husÞand L$ trrsy tvlth hia nel Job, rind
your chfldrcn are aottllng 1n at echool they wonrt
T¡ave ttme to þe lromesick. You may have ¡nore tlme on
your hands 1n which to l¡e lonely. Ì3ut thesg pangs
wIII pass, Ðd ae tlme goes on wlll lessen.¿

The problem was a social one: createcì by the inevltabk.: loss of

cmotlonally eu¡r¡rortlve relationshlps through a mÍgratlon process ln rvhich

women were largely aclJunctlve to menrs comblnccl with the social expectutlon

of gor:rrl \,IorÉn being wtvec ond mothers withln tire fonily horno. The

solutlon needed to be a soclal one; tr¡t was left instenrl ns an lndlvldual

co¡ìcern. It is, of course¡ obvLous thut nost nigrant rvomen dld flnd

lndlvidual solutlons short of mndness; many l)ro$pefecl r¡d flourisherl ln

thelr nerv coulrtry. The polnt ls, however, that ¿rlmost all rnlgrant wor¡€n

carno Llp again¡ t a¡d had to flght through thls contradlctl<¡n between home

ßnd 'rassLmllatlon lnto the comrrunlty" whlch wae lnhorcnt L¡r Australian

1 I. A. LLstï/an, "fnrr,rlgrants and Ì.tental llealth: A F\¡rther íltudyrt' in
Iuunlgrante ln Auetral 1a, ed. Pr!,ce¡ p. lll.

2n Austrellan Department of lnrmLgratlon, Inf,ormatl,on Of flee, WonattrB
Angte r)n ¡lurtraI 1a,, Irnmlgrntlon Informatlq:n tr¡arn¡rhlet, "."¡sg. l9ø7.
$ee also, Llstrvan, "A Furth.rr $tudyr't p. 19{¡ ttlchêrdeon, Brltlsh
ìtlgrants. pÞ. 5 c, "LÍedlcal ancl IIeaIth lroblcrns of

-t

Irnnlgrentn," ln r €d. ¡t€w [toberts
(Uester¡r /tustrêl 1a¡ Unlverstty of l'Jestern /tustral la, 197?) r pp.
86-E7.

Brltleh Mlersnt¡.
p. 86.

3. Rlehardson,
I¡roblemsr t'

p. õõ; MÍnc, il Medlcal and Health
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iirunigraf;ion policy. iiacll conf¡r¡¡rted a series of <x¡nflicting dc¡nar¡ds:

to stoy at l¡olne but to l¡occ¡¡qe p¿lrt of the co¡urnunity; to provltlo enough

ernotLoncl su¡rport for fa¡r¡ily lrernbers to br¡ ¡rble to rn¿r,ke t}re t¡'¿¡r¡sition

tr¡ their rrew Buplrort groups i¡r the new goclaf anviro¡rment, txrt Dot,

horself, to Eeek beyond the h<¡me; to nru.lrrtaln tlrr.¡ old culture for tlre

aake of the e¡notional c,Jntlnuity of tl¡e funlly t¡¡t to learn tlre nsv

culture 1n order to $r¡lel lor¿lte Its disruptlve effects on tl¡e funily¡

to st:ry tlte same ("¿rnclu¡r") but to chonge ('asslrnl-l atett).

Oner method that riome resegrcl¡erg judgeu ueeful in reclucing sucìr

'l;ensiorr vas tlte creaticn of etluric conununities witÌ¡in tile new 
"o,rntty.1

Insofa¡ as such com¡nuni.tlos contel¡red at least eorno of tl¡e culture a¡rd

lcin-frlend networks of thc old country, tlre l¡rdlvidual rnlgrant f an11y wae

uo loug-er' lsolated in s sea of strangerË, år,nd tbe wlfe-üpther could custain

her role with less homeelckness arrrl lonellness. 'lh1n rnethod, ln fact,

already exlsted, practlsÊd, most particrrLarly bJ southern Uuropeane through-

out tlre hie tory of tlplr rrrlgratlon to Australia.

(d) Soutlern Uuropean Mlgratlon.

Until, the $soond l{orld tïar, the general pattern of Southetn Ëurtlp€ån

rnlgratlon wea that of "ryenderlng." Ïtural poverty l.¡r tl¡eir notlvs cc¡untrlee

i¡¡duced young men to nrigrete seÉklng proe¡rerlty. 'l'hey rrroved around tbeir

f irst country of settlement, lef t when ncor¡c¡¡nl.c co¡rdltit¡ns bðcslre unf,avour-

ab1e, rnigrerterJ to a¡rother t'n€w rvorldt'i C.A. lrice l¡as estÍmatecl that

approxi¡n¿tely half of tlp Southern iluro¡rean ¡nen lvbo entered Australla

durlng tho intor-wÊr y€a¡s left again to try their fortunea elaewlnre,

l¡. lichacchter, "Fsychoeoo ln l.'e¡nsle Migrantsr" p. 461 ¡ l'ilnc,ttltledlcal 
ar¡ct lle¿llth Proble¡nÊrr" p. 87.

t
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wlth nn uncalcul¿rtrble number rcturning to /rr¡;:f,¡¡1ia to settle.1 ûn1y

vrlro¡r a se¡nblance of ¡rrosperity was achlevert dld thesc ¡nen nctu&Ily

"settlett r¿nd sencl for their f¡unllies to Joln tìr<:¡n. Utlrc¡'frienrls anC

rel¡¡tlves at honre hearrl of the pros¡rerity anci followecl tlre pattr of tlle

pioneers, of ten v¿i th tha latteris f ln¡rncial asslstancc' anct ueually undcr

tirt¡Ir sponsorshlp.2 rn thls wuy a "chaln" lvas set up botrveen thc old

country and ûhe new, and wtthln the new cou¡rtry ttre later mlgronte usually

eettled in close proxirnlty wlth the eêrller, thus est{rbrl.is}rlng a group

3
ne¡ t tl ertren t .

In tlrc process of cheln mtgration an(l t¡re creatlcrn of grou¡r settle-

Dents there was Ê strong sexual <llfferentlatfon: me¡r lnitluted Érnd ntovecl

first, women were adJunctive and ntoved when tolcl. lU and large, women

only mlgra.ted when B. rnerrsure of securlty;rnd prosperlty had irlrcucly beeiu

establlEhed hy thetr male kln. fjorrle4 hae tabulated the arrl.vals and

departures of ltallgns ln s;outh Jrustralle fro¡n 1922 to 194ù. l¿or the trten,

thcre rvas extrcne fluctuation of numbors, corres¡)oncllr"lg to tho econornic

conclitlons of the State¡ tn¡t for wo¡nên, tl¡ere w']F a. c<¡nstant and steady

flol lnto the Stato. For nren, there was even net ltrrml¡1roti-on loss 1n some

ye¿ìrÉ-ì, ht for rvornen¡ at no tlrnf.) (llcl more tl'ran L4',i of tfio nuntbor: orllvtng

1ûave. (üee Tat¡l et 2.)

1 C..{r. Pr1cs. liouthenr ilurotroans in /tustralta (},ielbournol Oxford Unl-
verslty Fress, 1963)¡ pp¡ 1o3-4. See also, lT.lÌ. l3orr1e, $gllgryg]
ücrrnans in ,\ustral la¡ À Íitudy of rliqlmll_utlq4 (ìrlelbourne: Chesl¡lre¡
1954)r pp. 5{)-õ6¡ C.¡.i. Sroston, "Ce¡npaniem ùtigretlon to !,outh Äuetralla,
ll.:\. IIons. 'fhesis, ilis;16¡y Irepo,rt¡rr€nt, r\del alclo Unlverslty, 19ö9, pp.31*13.

2. l\fter 192ã, all non-lSrltlstr 'rwhite alistns" desir'lng etttry t.o ÂustrËlIs
had to be certlfled as bclng of good chÊracter, nnedfcally fltr ild havlng
someone reslde¡rt in Âustrû1ia w11I1¡rg to undortake responsiblllty for
them and guara¡tteo that tlrey would not becomê a charge upon the i'tate¡
thls latter undertaklng ould be rvslved lf the prospective m1g'rant had
a certaln t:sgltal as l&ndlng1tron€y and elther a Job to go to or s needed
snd Ecarce sklll to sotl. see (Xflclal Year Book of !ho- Cornrpn¡ry1a-!þ
of Austrålla 1Cg6 r No. u9, p. 4ö4.

3. C.A.Prtoe, "lmmlgtatlon arid Group tiettlomentr" !n The Cultural Integration
of I.ltÍlrants, ecl . ''{.11 . Horrle (Ferls: U}ll¡soo, 19S6) ¡ p. 27t).

4. Borrle, Itallans and Germa¡¡E¡ p. 54.
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&!}3.1. ..rcl)arturos e,E a l'elcetltago of ilrrivals. ltalia¡r i'ilfir¿ttf-otl
to South Auetralta, 192?-t9'4$,

h.ialee li'emales

/.rrtvals l;opartures ¡¡,/n* /rrrlvale lJre¡:artures urzlt*

1e22-5

1 926-3O

1 931 -35

193ß-4ü

I 135

256{J

265

313

130

91()

2A7

128

1li.å

36%

108iå

4L';ì'

10()

31?

219

264

1()

44

26

úa

1()1!,

I4ij

Táti

S¡i,

* ue¡ro.rturea ûs perccntage of arrivals.

l¡ourG{!: Uorrle: Itallans and Germans ln ¡lustral la, Table V.2, ¡>. 54.

iìouthern :lurope{ûr r{ro¡nen ßrrtvecì ln llustr¿¡11a as ¡nother¡:, wives, *laught*rr;,

couslns of Í)outlrern Uurop€an ¡nen; thelr mlgratlon was trtlJunctive, not

lncle¡renden t.

]@. Glen¡lde l'¡'omGn.

N a¡¡¡e Rorn Õountry lvllgrated
of

btrth

lJarrled ühf.Idren Helatlves
1n

$. Â.

Admlttod
to

G. H.

N Ícola
Dolcl

Pagona
!'inopoul 1a

Giovsnna
Talbt

1911 U.S.t\,. 1928-38 194ã

1913 Greeco 1923-39? 1944

192/l Àlalta L9?l-38'? 1956

Ye¡

Trtdowed
1945

!Jeparat-
ed l94B

Three

Son
1fX8-õ9

2 broth-
er8

Couglnr e
f .amlly

!'amily
ln Vlc.

,?

I¡rom this vlewpolnt, the case of, Nlcola l)olcl ig somaurhat ano¡nalous.

I¡r the¡ ìIospltal ilcl¡nlgslon liegleter her "Natlve Placettwas stated Í¡s "U.li.A.¡t'

trrt throughoul: lrer case notes she was referred to as lt¡rl 1an rather tha¡

AmerieBn. The case noteg varlouely lndLcated that ehe had nrrivod ln

Âustr¿rlls about 1929, 1935 or 1938, .lt the tlme of her flrst e.dm16Blon
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to Park¡l.de Hoepltef ln 194ö phe had a husfandi',Ëo¡r¡€ yeers after her

seco¡rd admlsglon ln 1967, th¡ee brothere were iroted as ltvfng ln Adelal.de,

The exlatence of male kLn flte comfortâb1y wltl¡ the assunptlon that

I'llcolars ntgratlon wao adJunctlve; h¡t the dlscrepancy botwgen her blrth

place and nattonallty polntB to wanderlng nlgratLon. one trypothocls.

that flte theee two pattarns together concerns ttì€ Unlted $tatesl

Iurnlgratton laws! ln 1924, the U.s.A. lrnposed etrlngent quota¡ upon

Itallan i,mml.¡¡ratlon; €ven ltalla¡rs who had once ll,vecl ln Amerlca trrt

had lcft the country ftrund tlremeelvee excluded undor these ql¡otas;

rnony Itallams tl¡€n turnod to Australla. 1 0," could thue hy¡rotheslze th¿rt

a male rrrcmbar of Nlcola's famtly rnlgrate<l to the U.Éi.A. ln the early

yearc of the cantury, acttled, and bnought out relatlves. Chllcìren u¡sre

born (lncludtng Ìllcol-a ln 1911)¡ the fsnlly returned for e vlsit to ltaly,

stayod for a whlLo, then could not return to Amorlca Ì¡ecauge of tl¡e quota.

l'he malo nÉrnbora of the f,arnlly - probebly thc new gerrer¿tlon -- looked

elseshpre¡ æd tregan to repeat the procees 1n rcgard to .turtralla¡ the

brothe¡rs mlgrateci, establleÌþd themselves sufflclently to satlsfy the

Australlsr¡ üoYenrmont that they could guaranteo the melntenancc of dependont

rolativ€Ê, at u,rhich polnt they called f,or thelr female kln. The trothors

had probably settled in Australle becauso of "chaine" alreacly eetalallehed

wltlt other relatl.ves, frlends, or nelghbours who h¡¡d proviously nrlgrat€d.

Ì;i lcole may tltus have arri.vecl lnto enttetlrnle. co¡rununltytt of sorts, whereln

ahe pnobebly found her huebarrd.Z

1¡

Pollcyrt' p. 87.

'à. 'Ihe vaat naJorlty of Itallan-bo¡n women marrylng i¡r /rustralla marrled
Itel lan-br¡'n lnenS C.li. Prlr:9, lvflgrattts i.n ¡ìustrallan Soclety¡
Irrrnigratlon l¡efercnce Faper, 1968¡ pp. 17Þ18¡ CiAi Prlcc, The Llethods
a¡rd titatletlcs of "$outhenr Uuropeans tn Âustr.allal' (Ca¡rberra! ltcB€a.rch
{ìchoo} of tiocial $cienceer Austral 1an Natlr¡nal UnLwralty, 196¡}),
pp. 4t-42,

Itlce, SgutÌ¡ern Euroneang, p. lO?. See al.eo, N¡()¡!)¡ l)yke¡ "ljome
Heftecttoffilgratlon lnto Auetrallar" ¡rustrallan r,.¿uartsrly,
18, Iior 4 (Dec. 1946)r pp. 3¿i-44; CherterlË, "Àustr¿ian fmmærutron-
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Although thls hypothesis ffts together the df.screpancies of Nicolars

blrthplace, natlonellty, klnshlp and gender, the detalls of her hlstony

recorded ln the psychlatrl.c case notee do not reveal that she çgalned any

support fro¡n a¡r ethnlc conrnunlty or group cettlement. I{er story ls

d 1f f lcrr It to ¡rle ce together:

no coherent story of her llfe, psst or present,
wac obtalnable: her answers belng lncomplete and
non-commlttal, often merely a glggltng ehrug
ftsqÞ7'

tn 1945, at the age of 34 ( between slx and fl.fteen yeers after she had

rnlgrated), l'ilcola rilas a.rrested by the pollce and aclmltted to I)srkslde

t4ental llospttal . She had deluslon¡; of pereecutlon, ancl clalmed that people

wânted "to kill her and her brother." As fø her bueband, she showerl

Ilttle concern. l-or about the prevlous four yeÊ,rs, sl¡e ¿lnd l¡er husba¡rd

had had a record wltlr the trfomen Police ttbecause of domestlc trcr¡bler" and

on admlssion she proclaimed:

"Th."u are plenty of vonen in town.F (I;o you thtnk
he would bo unf althfuL?) sI dott't knol.tì' (Does lt
worry you?) t itt y ì{,orry¡ }le would do it if I worry
or lf I dld not worry.n

Nlcola etayed 1n hospital four rnonthe on thls occaÊlon. On her next

arl¡nisÉjlon in 1957, stn stayed sever¡ yeers, largely Þcause she had no$/here

etse to go: "proepects of dlccharge are not goocl as there appeare nobody

who takes ar¡ lnterest ln ner Fsg¿7.t' Her tlfe 1n the years between

hospital stays Ls obsqrre. (There ls, for example, no certalnty as to

whether she had any ehlldren: her landlar.iy ancl the I'ubl lc Trustee

malntalned th¿t she had none, theìlJomen Pollce had reference to a two

year olcl ln 1944, ancl at varlouË stagee Nloola hereelf Iald claln to

havlng one, two or three Eons.) It would appear from the notee, however,

that lilcola dld not return to her husband on dlecl¡arge ltr 1946. IIer

husband later u,ent to Ita1y for a vlslt, and Nlcola establlshed hereelf

ln a boardlng house, wlth the landlady her only frlend. Her means of

subsistence were unknown: t'she has not worked for many y€ars, her husband
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does not send her money.t' Over nlne years, before her second admieslon,

she

gradually went downhlll and eoon becane so dtrty
that for the sake of the otlnr boarders and her
famlly the landlady partitioned off p6¡t of the
Iaundry. Thls becarae dlrty also. Nlcola had
eaton almost nothlng for about 4 weeks prlor to
admleElon. she never bothered wlth food anytlne
n¡uch and woulo b¡y ffi. worth of chlps or a loaf
of bread (no h¡tter). . . . Íihe rarely yent out
and dld not rnix much wlth frf.ends who vlÉited the
lanolatly. $he had no men frlende and the Ìliornen
Pollce have no record of, men belng lnvolved wlth
her.

tsy 1957, Nlcola tvas v€ry far fror¡r the support and protection

ostenslbly af forded to Southern Lruropean nigrante ty an etl¡nic group

settlement. ähe was 46, hatl been in the country between elghteen and

twenty seven Jears; she had no husband, no Job, had lnexpllcably lost

lrer cl¡ilciren i.Î she hacl ever had any, was living ln dlrt and poverty,

was under police survelllance, could not look efter herself and there

was no one else who would. the was found wanderlng the clty streetg

at mldnight, could glve no good ree,son tor dolng so, and was once agaln

arrested and certlfled. It ls lrn¡:oselble to estabtlêh any preclöe reaeon

or lneåning for Nlcr¡lara pllght -- how ¡nuch lt was related to her

psychlatrlc status, how rnuch to belng a desertlng wlfe, how much to

being a slngle migrant woman ln a strange land lacklng Job tralnlng,

frlonds anci money. There ls one corr¡rnon element ln all these posslble

descrlptions, Ìrowever. In each, Nlcola was deflned as a woman outslde

the farnlly, unlmportant ln her own rlght, ând hence perlpheral - lf

not threatenlng -- to tl¡e mal.netrea¡n of $outh Austral la¡t llfe.

After Nlcola hsd been ln hospltal for slx years after her eecond

admlsslon, her case notes suddenly, and wlthout explanatlon, record the,t

she was golng on "w€ek-end leave to brothers." 'Ihey were wflling to look

after her, and ehortly after she was ctlschsrged lnto thelr ca¡e. ¿1 few

monthe later, Ehe wag "golng along well (ltves wlth sin¡gle brother).
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Helps fn the l¡ome nn<l <loes tt¡o cooklng turd washing arrd lronlngr" ¿though

"she neecle aupervíslon ne elre has no initlatlve.rr Nicola at [lÍi h¡¡cl at

Iust coure honre, re-establlshod ln a famlly, paying her Y/ay rrs a v/o¡ûa¡r

througtr houeervorlc ancl ec.rvlce to kln. t'!,he hes her own little world and

iÊ¡ heppy ln 1t."

If the case of Ntcola ltolcl was onrr of ¡¡ $outhcrn Ìluropean mlgrant

ìromanrs leolatlon from f,amlly and co¡rü'nunlty, that of Þergona l¡lnopoul le

was of anotherrs complete enmeahl.ng ln both. Pagona was born ln 1913

on en leland of the llodecanoserl and ahe mlgrated to Australla eometlne

bef,ore the fiecond ITtorId itlar. The maJor waves of pre-$econd i/orld llar

Greek mtgratlon were durlng, 1923-28 and 1936-39r wlth most Dodecanese

mlgrents arrlvlng before 1929¡2 *t, a6 wlth Itallan mlgratton, theee

waves were largely compoeed of men who were highly noblle, arrlving and

Ieavlng acoordlng to Auetralleñ economÍc conditlons. Greek nrotnen, on the

other hand, came 1¡r s¡ualI, steacly numbors, ancl staycd.S ltcfore the

Second l'fortd l{ar, tho Greek-bo¡n populatlon of S<¡uth AuÊtral la wBB

1 Iro¡n 191 2 untll 1tX6, tl¡e l;odecanese Islande belonged to Itoly.
TÌe nsttve populatlon, howev€r, conãlderod thenselves Greek, and
epoke that language.

2. ¡!1.F. Tsounig, ttGreeks ln Éiouth ¡lustrallart' B./Ì. Ilons.
Hletory flepartrænt, Adelalde llnlverslty, 1963, p. 5¡
Àlethocls Ê¡ld $tatletlcs, Âppendlx 19, p, 113.

Theele,
Prlce,

3. South lluetrallsn lmnrlgratlon stetlsticÉi do not dlstlngulelr Greeks
frorn "other !'orolgn" mlg¡ronts untll after the $€cond IVorId tlar.
Conunonwealth statlstics lndlcate the following Greek net hnrnigratlon
1n the year8 betwsen the wBrs¡

Y ears liiales Fenrrl os
1923-28 4225 7Sg
1929-3õ 912 $2:I
1936-40 2556 S?.3

Source: Commonwealth Bureau of Censua and Statlstlce, Denrclgra¡rhy
BulIetl,ns.
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a¡rd was concentrated tn a number of rural RleaËr. Ât the

tl¡ne of her flrst sdmlsaion, 1n l9{4, Pagona waa llvlng ln one of these

rural Greek group eettlementa. tihe waE married and had thr€e young

children. The fact that thls wa6 a gro{rp settlenent cregted try chaln

mlgratlon ls brouglrt out by detelle ln tlìê cgse notes. üver two &clmlsetons

(1944 and 19ã1), no lesa than three relativss and two frio¡lds wêr€ na¡ned

ns provfdlng infor¡netlon about trer cr¡ndltton, as wsll as otlter unnøned

friends.t Or.r. Iived ln tlro sglne settlement. ¡lftsr ctlscherge on both

occaslorrs, Pago:la wae asslgned to the care of s, malc cousln at the

settle¡nent, who ìvag at one polnt ln the notes called ¡¡er ttspor¡sot..rl

l'hÊ r¡Ee of thls word could siurply have ¡¡pant tl¡e person into whoee charge

Bhe \raÉ placed whlle on leave, but thls usag€ doee not Bpirear' ânywhere

elee in the hospltal recorcls. More llkeily, thlg "sponsorri was the relattve

undor wl'ros€ auoplces Pegona rnigrated to þouth AustrEl 1a, obtolnlng her

landing permlt, probably flnnuclng her pssËag€, arrd undertuking respons-

lbility for her 1n terrns of accornnrodatlon n¡¡cl ¡natntenance. In tlre caee

of n¡als rn1¡5ratlon undesr s¡ronaorebLp, speclal relatlonships of patronago

bcca¡ne est¡rblishecl betrveen tho ,nutr4 1n tiro cage of fe¡nule mlgrants, the

1 Consusee revoaled thr¡ follovlng numbere of Greek-lr¡r¡r people resldent
ltr S.¡. ¡

Yêar l¡alee lremales Total
tszl 125 2? 1.O2

1933 Õ56 7U 74lJ
LC47 7A7 3t7 10U4

2. 'l'sounls, t'Greeksrtt p. 128.

3o !'or a dlscusslon of the nttitude of Greeks llvlng ln Oreece towards
rnentally ill relatlves, see Constantlna SiÊflllos-Itothsclrllcl,
"Devlance and lvlental lllnese ln the Greek Famtly¡" åElfL@,
7, llo. I (Llarch 196s)r Fp. l(À)-11ü.

4. .feounla, ttGreek8r" p. ?8.
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BponÉor bocarrre soncthfng of, e. ¡¡unrdtan or Patrio¡cl¡.

L,lvlng wlthln such a cloÊê group conwrunftyr Paßon¡r wne obviously

the obJect of concern for many people b:yond tpr imnrotliote fantly. lJost

partlcularly wcr" thls the csee rvtÉn her husba¡rd dieti a few rvcehr¡ nfter

her ftrst aclrnissiot¡. Ae dtsq¡ssed aboVe, widowhood f<¡r a migfant wornq¡r

often led to intense leolatlon because of the huebandre ueual role as

mediator acrons the Bap between fanrly an<i co¡rsnunity. In Pagonate

caõe, tl¡at conmunlty ìYaa compoacci of rel"etlves and frlends from her

homeland, so the gep was narroaf. NonEtheleoe, not aII tlre ho¡neslcknesg

eq¡Id bo prevented. AE a women, hcr mlgratlon woulrl have been adjunctlve¡

sl¡e hsd gone when ehe was celloti, not whcn ehe choee. Pagonere noteg

rocord two statÊflpnta whlch r"eveal thla senee of exile. Roth were lnter-

pr€tsd &s dêIuslons, ae eLgns of her lllne6É, hut tluir spoeiffc contents

lndicate a BtronB homeeickn€ss operatlng at eome level of her nrlnd,

v/het¡ìer conectous or unconscloug. On ler f,1rst trÍ.al-leave after her

husbandrs death, frlende reported that "gho says nhe hae a lover back

home and wants to t*o and marry h1m. 5he ls not dfetressed at death of

hueband." í\ft*r a few months Ln hospltal , anotÌer friend advlsetl the

psychLatrlsts ths.t t'agona "lnslsts that she he¿irs volces of persons

tar,lkln¡¡ outslde her wlndow. l'l¡e volces âre her friencle from her home."

If thls was the degrce of exlle Pegona fel,t i.n the group aettle-

nent, how much more lsolated muet she have felt whcn ghe wae rÉ-lmor¡ed from

lt to the irospltal. thlË, of course, wera one of the poradoxee of ethnlc

settlements ae a meBng of overconlng tho soclal rupture cauoed by

mJ,gratlonl no mlgrant com¡nunity could be, or more partlcularl.y, wae

perrnlttect to be, self-suf ficient. Éiegregatlon waÊ Éeerr to lx, agalnst the

¡lustrelian way of Life. lilgrant communLtles r¡ere subJectod to flerce

rurti-forelgn blgotry from natlvo Austrç1låns. The najor "sntl-dago"

brawle a¡rd riots of tlre lnter-ryrrr perlocl occurred in rural areaa whore
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cloee-knlt rr1¡4rant cornmunltlee hacl established tlre¡nselves, nnC ths greatcr

parlty between Austrellan and forelgrr numbers wãs EoeD as threratening to

tlre lntegrlty of the ¡\ustrallon poputatlon.l Io more speclffc waye,

varlotrB A.ustrsllan groups preventecl mlgrants fronr supplylng tholr own

needs end sorvices. Profeeslonal aeryic€s ln partlcular were reserved

for ;\ustrallane tlrrough tho inposltlon of Ianguage qnd retralnlng condltlons.

Ir¡ ortler to have Pagone certlfied and treated, it was necessåry for her

relatlves to hr¡ve r€course to a non.{ìreek-Bpeaklng cioctor and a non-Greek

hospltal. And once slre was forcod beyond the confÍnes of h6r own comnun-

Ity, great preseure to aeelmllate, that 1s, to beq)me l.¡rcilstlngulahable

f rorn tluatrallansr waÊ brought to bear.

The doctor who certlfled Pagona could not speak tiraek, and relled

solely on l¡er appesranc€ and on the allegatlons of tÌ¡e bt-ttngual members

of the community ln order to forrn a dlagnoels. ìt'hen Pagona arrlvod

at llnflelcl lteceivlng Ìlouoe, dlagnosls was msde on the basie of thiç

certl-flcate anrl her np¡res¡anco: "ltatlent cannot speck linglish s:o no

history coulcl þe obtalned. Iler whole posture howevor ls one of abJect

mlsery . . . jltelarncholia.'r Ignlnr tìro rnonthn later, when sh6 wae tro¡¡g-

fe'rrcd to .li¡rrk¡¡idei Hos¡lltnl:

she repllocl ln urrgllsh to my groetlrrg, ancl then woulrl
speek only ln her own tongue; oxc€pt occaslonallyr
ofter a longS prìusê, a zudden riuestlon evc¡kes a sult-
able af fectlve regponse and "I no u¡rdcrsta¡rd.il

I Prl ae, äouthern bìuropcangr pF. Ð7-13.

a

a

2. l'or a dlacuselon of the etrlngency of regletration procedureg for
migr¿nt doctorÊr a¡rd the Âustralian lllecllcal ¡lssoclationre ¡rntl-
forolgn-doctor ca¡npaigne, see generelly, irgon }iunz, Sg_lglgg$E:
lìefuuee [)octors ln Âustra"lia (Cnnberras Áuritrrrllnn lis.tional Unlversfty
Prees¡ 1975)¡ Be€ sl co, for the englnoerlng profeenfon, Egon l(ufiz,
"'lhe lín11-lnoerln¡; fìmfesslon antl tho l)lgplaced }terson l,îlgrant ln
Austrel lar" @, ?, I'106. l-2 (1969)r pp. 22-33.
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It ras obtllouEly reen to b Pagonate problcnr not the doctorra or the

hoapltalta, that a tanguage barrler exl¡tcd.1 ,t was her rerponalblltty

to bcco¡¡c B¡8lúllatcd. Parkslde Hoapttal ln 194õ hed tro tralnod ¡tatf

cepablc of convcralng wlth non-Englleh apeclrlng Þ3t1@tl, lt eryloyod no

lntcrprcters, and relled on anolllery ataff or other cthnfc patlenta, lf

thcy wcrc oroundrto tra¡r¡Ietc occaglonally.2 onc!, durlng hcr cccond

edmlcslon, Lt was notcd, "a¡r lntcrprcter mlght helpr" tr¡t nothlng rÊ¡

done¡ The doctora ucre not even greatly concerncd wlth whlch languagc

Pagona apokc, br¡t ¡l¡nply to recog¡lec that Lt was not Engllrhl "talktng

volubly tn llaltan õtcJ Greok." Pagona wae not only up agalnet a b¡nlor

of la¡rgUags wlth the hospltEl ateff,. Tlrê hoapltal lteclf, BE tn urban,

profcarlonal, and tobhnlcal envlrontænt, was lntranelgently forelgn to

hcr.3
o

Productlon of a atcth{acope produeed s dtøplay--of
annlety. (Har¡c you evGr a€en qtc of tlpae?) "No."
(Do you knor what lt 1¡?) "No." Shc rtood up, thcn
rctreated tchlnd thc bcd, then aklppcd out of tho
cublelc a¡rd hurrlcd down the corrldor¡ She wa¡
caslly baoWht back.

Flnally, ln terme d thc peychlatrlc treat¡lpnt of nlgrant patlcnte,

thorc wet ono fi¡rthor prGs¡ure to ascLnllate beyond languagc end thc

phyefcal cnvlmnncnt¡ tlp dlecrcpency ln behavlour a¡rd thc undor¡tendlng

of that behavlour betscen doctor and patlent.{ Throughout Pagonarl

1. Sce Schacchtcr, "Paychoacs ln Femele [llgrent3rtt p. 461.

2. For a survey of /ruatrallan msrtal hospltals a¡d thelr faellltlc¡
fof thc trcatænt of non-Eng11¡h apaaklng pstlcnta ln thc lrumdlatc
po¡tiSËcorid llorld l{ar ¡rcare, tcc H.B.M. Murphy, ttThc Aa¡lnllatlon
of Rcfugc. Inntgrant3 ln Arstrallar" Populatlgn Studlc¡, 6¡ Part 3
(M¡¡ch 1062>r pp. ão-Ð2.

3o Sca Schacchtctt "Plychoee¡ ln Fomala Mlglaritsr" pp. 46E-õ9.

4r Mlne, "Mcdlcal and Health Probternrr" pp. 88-89¡ E.G. salnt, ttThc

Mcdlcal Problcnl GlßitMlgrantrr" I
(1963)r PP. 33?-38¡ Schsechte trr,,
p. 4õ9.
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case lrotes were 6hort ccìn¡ûGnts such e6 "tro¡blesonre a¡rd excltable,

"secm€d clrlldish ancl lrresponslblo frc¡ü her behavXourr" "1* ttrreshold

c¡f e¡nc¡tional re*i¡>onge i¡r reopoct oli aggresriiÐn nnd a.nger.tt i.or Jour antt

a lralf years on the flrst occaEilon e¡rd two years or¡ the sie<Ðrd¡ Iragona

ìr¡aa ln hospitai extled from her homeland, separated froln her compatriots,

deprlved of her ctrlture, values, and language. Uuch lËolatlon came to

be recognleed in the l$€Ðs es alnoÞt lnevitobly crooting frustratlon anci

'I
boetlllty.' Tlrc closest any of the recorcling <ioctof s ean¡o to apprÊc-

latLng the soclological elements of [, agonate bðhavlour ca¡ne i.n the closlng

sentence¡ of her csee noteg. "Impulelve tomper, åã observed for lagt year,

is not r¡hror¡na] for hor raco.'r

ln rny sample c¡f tilensÁdG wornen, there rraÊ onri other touthern

¡iuropean v¡oman who arri,ved ln Austral la ln tlre lnter-rvar ¡reriod. ütova¡rna

'falbpt wae born in Llal.te ln l9?{, mlgrated to eastern Australla, ¡'roved

to Soutlr Âustrs.Iia ln tl¡e 194(rsr ârd was first ad¡nitted to lla¡'ksid€

iiospital in 1È54. At that tirne, she was ¡nårrfed, wlth a school-age

chlld. (ilovannale rntgratlon ÊeerrB to ftt the general chaln pattern of

t¡r.¡utlrenn Àiuropeår¡ rr¡ovtmenti her eese notee @ver tlre perlod 19[i4-58r

end tlu'oughout tirs.t tl¡ne, thÇro uer€ num€rou¡ refercnc€Ë to relativee

Livlng in bth the sastern atates and South /rustra11a. Glovanna several

tlrnes expreesea the wich, oncl on occaglon actually dld travel lr¡ter-state

1 In 1962, Schaechter reportec¡ olr an exper'lment she trled wlth a group
c¡f "dlf flcult" ¡ron-Ungllsh s¡reaktng peranolcl women patlents. shê
had them nurs€cl ln groups consfstlng of thelr ou/n natlonals, tended
by nurses who coultl speak tt¡elr language. "It ly¿,g founcl that under
thls reglme the patlenta had no furthcr need of tl¡elr former nolsy
and aggresalvo reactions to fmstratlon, ss they were âeeopted and
underetood wltlriu tlrelr groupa, a¡rd through tholr nuroe, could freely
con¡nunÍcate witl¡ tire staff." On the otlror hancl, ond givlng good
evldence that thc "dlfllculty" was cauBed by 160latlon and not
intrincic chalacterl.stl,cs of migrant worræn, t;he rep,orted tl¡at 'tthe
lndlgenoug ward populatlon alao, though proportl.onelly leea paranold,
trec¡uo irostile frcm tiure tc¡ tiûrs tlrro.rgh lnlrring ¡rìany for€lgn longuagea
Bpoken." Schaechter, ttPsychos€g ln FernEle Migrarrtsrtt p. 46i.
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to sce l¡q relatlveo, and on tlÊ death of her chlld tl¡sse relatlvos

ca¡ne to ¡rdolaide for the funerel . lteferences to Ádolalde kln aleo

l¡rdlcated close cor¡nectione, though not eo arnlcable: "husl¡and ls trylng

to get thelr lrouse back from ¡çlatlvgs." llÍoleover, thero appeared to

be lntra-f,amlly Jealousles. Ðisputee between Glovanna und her husband

were not reetrlcted to tìrelr own conJugal unlt, b¡t lnvolved conelder-

atlon of the wlder familyl

says irusband aaye "6lre lB nuts and Eo le son.rl
. . . ll'ants to rehrrn to tlelbourne . . . tal<lng
Eon wlth h€r. Slnce tn Adelêlde, "nothlng tnrt
tulk of, ¡¡rental irospitals" and her husband saye
"son takGe after her and her slcle of the fdnily."

1'I:ue, lt wot¡ld appear tha,t ân ethnlc communlty of sortn, tltough not a

þroup settl.ement, dld exlat, Rnd to a certaln cxtent Gloven¡ra derlved

Ëupport from lt.

In the notes there wae notlhLng that explLcltl,y ldenttf 1ed Glovanna,

or her madneße, ås mlgrant. Her EngltÉh wae such ea to warrent no @rnment,

except on lrer flfth admlsalon wÌ¡en she was deacrlbed at speaklng t'Ln

sfi affectod rle-ril,-dahf trle.nn€f .rr (tlcr own explanatlon for thle sas that

"her real voLco 1s ri¡uite corn¡non' and 1t ls Godts w111 Êhe tslk aÉ el¡e

doee bacauee she ls a queen.") Tlrtr competênce tn Ungllsh a¡ conPared

wlth the other southern Buropean womsn was undoubtedly due to the fect

thet lrialta wss a tsrltlsh Domtnlon, where Engllsh was taught ln all sct¡o<¡ls

and was the chlef legal anci admlnlstratlvc languago of, the tsl.and.t ,r,

general, Gfovanna we,ß treated ln tho case notea ås though ahe waa w€ll

aE6lmilated, somethlng for whlch Àl€,ltese mlgrants had a ctêår reputatlonr?

See the dt"eeusslon of "The Language Queetlonr" 1n ttepo¡tl of ttle Melta
lioyal Commlss lon 1931 (London : Hl,ltio, 1932) r PP. 111-80.

C.A.Pr1ce,@(ÀIe1bcn¡rne:Gcorg1anIIouse,19D4)'
pp. l96-Ði¡@se Llnke wtth Auetrallar" 51g¡¡9g¡gg
Ilistorlcal [isgazlne. 26, No. 4 (June 19õõ), ¡r. 138; Derrnle, Hthnic
Development, p. 111.

I

2.
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despite .¡,uEtr¿rIian clp5,ni<.rn v¿hicl¡ held tire l.rÉ¡1 tcse inf'erior t¡ecause

¡)outhorn lrlt'opean r¡.tlrer tlirm eclual l¡ecauso Drltloh. I

'lhere ì¡/ere, however, two indlrect references in the case notes

r,ug¡lestlnt something of the ¡ne¿ur.lng of belrrg o mlgr:mt. 'I'he first

iririlcrLt ecì tl¡r¡ fruo trat ions of her husba¡rd as a ùnt 6rrrnt. ll'r. I'al l¡ot

l¡act hsrl "to glve up h1,s tl¡¡l q,¡urse on accc,t¡¡rt of the experrse of lrer

illnesa"; f¡revlously, lt hacl l¡een notecl that he wc¡rlcerl ert nlglit. lie

w¿is u¡rderta.lrlnl¡ 6 professional course É.rnd l¡e waÊ êt tl¡e tinte probnbly

ir¡ l¡ls r¡r1d-thirùies. i.he case roteÉ¡ reve¿¡l no other deteils ubi¡ut illr.

'l'¡rlt¡otts clrcun¡sta¡rces, so \rre are lcft 1n tlre realln of conJccture .

ûne posÉlblltty ls that lre was trylnç to re-egtat¡Iish hll¡rs¿-'lf 1n his o1d

occupatlon: thie woulcr lriìve rr¡quired th¿it lre rneet the stringent retls-

tratlc¡n c¡¡allf lcatlot¡s th¡¡t rnost ¡rrofessio¡ral bodles Lr¡pose(¡ on rnigrants

rvho sought to practise ln ¡\ustrnl la, entallin¡¡ ser¡oral yer¡rs of. full day-

tlrrre unlversity study -- rogordless of studles unc'lertskon or ciual 1f lcatLons

obtnined in liurope -- wlth no f j¡r¡¡¡¡cíaI assista¡rcc. Âustrcù1an practltlon-

ers nlslred to lnalntaln. thÊir rnonopoly in the ¡rrofessions by excluding

foreigners. !'Ìrc result vlas dis1I. lusionment ana trltterneeg for nrarry

()
r.,i¿rant$,. á fhcre war? ccrt.llnly clisllluslo¡rrne¡rt i¡r tlie to¡re of ilr. Talþotr e

rccorcied ir¡terviews wltlr tlre Lilenslde psychlatrlsts. 'I'lre Lrr¡lustLce of

the oltuatic¡n was polltely callerr, by those psychintristsr 'obnd lucli."

The secorrd obllquo reference to Olovannars statuË a6 a nlgrant

ca¡tre tn the nature of lrer sexual behavlour./fäntaÉiles. {h soveruf

occasions durfng the five y€¿rrs, Giovan¡ra descrlbed hersslf as golng

t irr 1ce, l;outhenr $uro peans p. 2Ð5.

2. i( unz , 'flre lntruderE r PP.1-43.
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".o¡r the ran ta¡rtti "wrurçìeTing, . . . rlrinlii¡rgr" ttÐ.ûultery, ¡ro¡nûdic lif ç.t'

Í,hc cleimed l(¿ l¡eve ha<¡ soxual inte¡'c<¡ru'se with a ¡¡u¡nl,er oJ solc¡iels in

¡-raciclocks arrci parks. 'I'Ìr1 Éì s¡)cci¿l inter€st in 6olcilerÉì cr¡ulr-i be i¡rtcr-

¡lrote<t afj a ¡¡lad rnothod <¡f ¿rss1rnll¡¡tfu¡n (ntuch tbe e¿l¡ue proceöÉj can lro

¡cer¡ ut work i¡r tlre caer.; o1 nugenla RaOetzky, descrlt¡ed Uelow). Glovannars

peychtatrlet re¡rorted that

usually sh¡¡ 1¡ blocked ar¡d dull wltlr sl.ol s¡.reech,
tr¡t whilat talklng to me þca¡ne sexually exclted,
re¡reatedly called ,ne a "r"nl gootl Australl¿¡n'r (l
f c¡¡nd o.rt wlry luter), stroked rny hand, pntted rne,
etc. . . . (The reason sile cs}l€d nre "a real goocl
/rustr¡Jllaorr 6soned to t¡e tlrat she urag ¡îEaoclatlng
¡ne wlth the soldlers she h¿id i¡¡tsrcourse wi-tlr.
$he ls makln¡¡ a lot of these a.ssoclatlonÊ ¿rnd

talklng ln vaguo Moral and ¡rstriotlc clicl¡ìfb.)

ülovanna rnay have been asoertlng the importer¡ce o1 her EtatuË aË e Britlsh

eubject and an /ruutralian cl.tizen, 'iìnd her: deslre to be t'ully nccoptecl¡

tryi¡¡g to link hereelf to Ì¡er new country via the abstract Lde¡¡ls of

¡rntriotis¡n ar¡cl loyal'ty ae cr¿r¡cretely rnanlfested ln soldiers -- men rvhose

loyalty had beert proveci, rvho were lauded as,tlre lrj.girest exarnplo of good

A ustrulians. buch ¡notivos ìyere irupeccable; ber method, howover, cut

Fcroåts the ide¿rl of tl¡e fanilly as tho baeie r¡¡¡it of soclety. ller loyal ty

tr¡ l¡er q)untry could pro¡rerly be oxpressetì only througlr her loyalty to

irer fanrily. ller beh¿rviour wes thus the ¿,¡¡tltl¡esis of Ì¡er lntentione,

rlrld waÊi ¡nadness.

rip¡rarontly sÌ¡o hB6 bsen wanrierlri¿1 around ln a
delirlold atate, Þelrrg fed by, anc! ha,vlng sexual
relatíona with, any mele who offere. Îìria is a
terrlble statr¡ oî affairs -- as when slre was first
having her paranoid clepressed êplsodes sl¡e $,ÍrB a
nlce person ancJ she and hsr husband hacl had a lot
of bad luck. . . . lfe must try to see si¡e ie
protected fro¡r¡ thls degradatlo¡r whllst she is 1Il.
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ll. i .

( a) It€fugeeg

t¡urlng the rv¿r ysara, 194{.,¡-.trO, only u I'¡e.ndful ol' crvilians wore¡

recorded as entoring rlustrulla. .'iìest of tlresa lnurrigrauts were Àustr¡rllan

citlzc¡ns retunrlng tü the safoty ol thelr homcland, away from throatened

zon1g'6.; a smuller number u/€re rofugees an<l evact¡ees, xr¿ury r¡f whont left

¡tustrelin aguln as Ëioon ¡¡s Lt waË q.rn{iidore¡.1 s¿.te to. 1

¡ifter tbc war, û new Co¡ruuonwe¡a.Ith ìropzrrùrrent of J.rntrri¡1ratiúrÌ wa¡r

establlshed, nnd ¡lew po1icies announced. Nc¡t muc¡¡ hrr¡)trene<l for a few

years, tlue ¡¡ral¡rly to the unavailablllty of shlppirrg to trrureport rni¡lrants

Ìïo¡¡r ()vcrsê{r6r an<ì o1 ecoo¡n¡[odBtion to eirelter the¡n w,lron the¡r arrlved.

rinly ln 1;J47 dl,d, the deluge be6gin, l¡r the slx years fro¡n 104t1 to 1t-¡õ2,

r>ver hal,f a ¡nilllon mlgraF{p srrrlved. 'in. ro¡o"lty of these were dlÊplaced

perfrons an<l refugees, most of whorn arrlvsd ln /lustralia br¡f,ore 1951,

u¡rder the aus¡ricos of the Interr¡atlonal ¡¿efugee urgnnlsatlc>n.'

Tl¡e Ilû arranged for and bore the costs of transporting
the rllsplacecl persr¡ng to ,l.ustral 1¿r. I'ho Conmronwealth
Gove::nment contrlt¡r¡ted I.:1() storl 1ng towarda tlre coet of
tra.vol of oecl¡ aCult, êlìd undertook to fintt therm r:rnploy-
nent and accori¡modatlon¡ tho fuTrnigrants, for tlptr part,
were re(ìulred to slgrr a ¡v6-yeaf contract to work where
dlrected.2

1 a lict recorded lmnrtgration 1941-õ was 78(X): ÂUstralian,,I¡rynlgratlon
1966, Î¡rt¡Ie 4. I-tut, "unti1 1959,
wero not recÆrded separately as

Conso1id¿rtetl lotetistics ¡ lr.o. L,
¡reo¡rle who ¡raltl their Ì areg
settlers. They wcre lncluded in a group whicir also comprl-eed long
ter¡n vJ.r'1tors, returnin¡g Australlans Ênd otl¡srs.t' 1n relatLon to
tefugerce, those <¡ntered uncler the lrvlan Agreement, 1938. Between
L938 and 194(} r,l-uËtralia tramlttecl 615üO refugees, the tnnjorlty
(5rUo0) ln 1939. Itr 1940, thc ligreemcnt was terninatecì. 5ee
/r.¡i, Callel 1, I ¡n¡nifÌrat lon. PoIlcv a.nd I,rocreË6 (i'lel bourne3 C.iovern-
rnent Prl¡rterr1949)r pF. 37-9.

2, .I.I. Ìi¡rrtlrr, lrefu¡:;ee Settlers: A Stucly of Di.ep1aced lrersons ln
Australla (Canberre: ¿\ustralinn Netlonal Unlverolty ÏlroÉe, 19ö6),
l.r. 1. Lee also, Jacques Vornant, 'l'he lteíusee ln tl'p l)ost-',','ar il orld
(l.ondorr: ¡lllen and Unwln, 1953) r 'pp. ¡ò$9-721 .
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The Australlan Government pollcy ln regard to refugees csn be

Been v6ry clearly aa a contlnuatl.on of pre-war consfclerations of ttcleslr-

ablllty" ln malnly eonomic terms. The hiinlster for lmrntgratlon, À.4.

CaIwell r waÊ confronted in late 1945 wlth requests frorn the Intergovern-

rnental (lommlttoe for ¡iêfugees (later, ItlO) to open Austral la to tl¡e

nn¡ltltude of homelese, stateless and clleplaced People Ilvlng tn rofugee

calnpË througlrout liuroper (lhere êppeers to have been no suggestlon tl¡at

Âustr€,l la should admlt Aslan or lrfrlcan refugees.) l'he requeet lvas

accoded to, h¡t the further caII to let humanltarla¡r constderatlons

ov€r-rlde aII others coulcl not prevall agalnst Auatrgllats century-old

standsrds of lndtvidual and economlc deslrab1llty. Calwell ancl the post-

war Labor Government slmply c¡uoted and totally endorsed the pre-\t,er

Unlted l'rustralfa Party Governn¡entb Etancl on refugeeË, proclaltned ln 1938,

when thrx¡sands of people were attemptlng to escape the consequencee of

belng Iablled undeslrable wlthin the Germau llelch.t Uranket l¡uman-

ltartanlsrn ould Lead to the undermlnl.ng of Australiars dellcate soclal

and economlc balanc€; strlct control a¡rd selectlvlty were necessÊFy.

CaIwelI later eummarised the Governmentte posltlon ancl actlons:

I a "llvery refugoe must be dee lrabte aa an lndlvtriual , and of çJood
cha¡acter and health, of whlch prlor evldence nust be forthcomlng.
lle must have thc approved arpunt of landlng money or have h1s
n¡ulntenance guaranteed by 6ome approved lndlvldual or orgnnlsatlon
ln this country.

I)esperate as ls the need of many of theee u¡¡fortunate people,
lt ls not the lntentlon of the Government to lssue permfts for entry
lnfluenced try the necesslty of lndividual cases. On the contrary,
lt Is fel.t that ft wlll be posslble for Austrolla to play lts part
amongst the natlons of the world, ln absorblng lts reaeorrable c¡uota
of these people, whlle at tlp sa¡ne time eelectlng thoee who wfll
become valuable citizons of ¡\uetralla and, we trust, patriota of
ttplr new home, wlthout thls action dlaturblng the lndustrlal
conclltlone of Âustral la.'t ¡ll1n1sterlal statement by J. l,lcir\üen,
ivilnlster for the InterJ.or, I)ec., 1938, quoted ln 9*!.!. No. õ5,
1948-47-48, VoI. II¡ p. 1Q57.
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Oiarly ln 1946, after a number of landing permlts
had beeln issued on hunranltaria¡r grounds to tìuropearr
refugoes and dlsplaced persona ìr'ho had close
relatlves l¡r ¿iustr¡,11a snd Earureci acootrunodation,
the Govern¡rænt felt that lt hari gone f ar enough ln
grantin¿g permlts soleJ-y on hu¡nanltarian grounds.
The Government's nef,, pollcy was outllned ln the
p<rlicy statenre¡¡t I fasuecl c¡n January 1È3t Lg4'7. end
whlch lncluded the followlngl "It ls fntended that
ln ttre future tl¡e approval of a¡:¡rllcations r'¿iII be
more selectlve from tt¡e polnt of vlew of the intend-
lng mlgranter rr.bitity to contrlbuto to ,lustrallars
economlc welfr:re, wlth partlcular regard to thelr
ages antl prof!"ci.ency lrr tlrose gkll led occupatlone
wlrere there ls a marked ehortage of labour." 1

$uch tough-mlnded economlc natlonallsm may have been treceËEa¡y to calm

the grotrndswell of Austrslfan xenophoblg and fear of' Job lnsecurlty, h¡t

they nonethelese lnduced some dlsqulet anrong IHO obaervers. One of theee,

II.Ll.¡{. Hurphy, reported ln 1952 that

Australla has accepted refugees vlrtuelly otrly to
savo herst¡lf fronr polltic&l and econo¡nlc lnvasion,
selectlng tlpn wlth ttttle regard for the lndlvldual
neetl for treylurn.2

&iurphy also pofnted <ut a curlous and unfl¿rttering cc¡nsequence of

¡lustrallar s solectlon criterta:

tl¡ere hs.s been a sllght proportlonate blas --
probably due to physlque and occupatlonal sklll --
1n favour of those groups which supplled Ilitler wLth
auxlllary troopa (Hungarlans, Czechs and Yugoslavs) aa
courpared witl¡ those (Jerve, Poles ancl Uhralnl¿rne) who
suff ered most under l,iazi lule."

N onethel es s,

natlonal 1t les

Austral la dlri tnke lnrge rrumbore of refugees of all Ëuropean

(see Tabla 4).

1. CaIwelI, Irunlfatlon, p. 36,

2. hlurphy, "Asglmllatlon of tlefugee lrunlgrant"r" p. 1ÉlO; see al so,
Vernant¡ The ltefugee Ín the Post-llar tïorld, p. 7O6.

3. lvfurphy, "AssÍml1 atlon of ftefugee ImmlgrantBr" Þ. 181; see algo lt.'f .
Appleyard, "Immlgratlon and Natlonal l;evelopmentr" f" 1$1g!þþ,
Immlgratlon l,olicyr €d. Iioberts, p. 18.
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* ++,Table 4. IIiO lrefup:ee s lieeettled Auetralf a to llecember 1951.l-n

Nattonal tty refuBeeÊ**,0
liðse ttI ed

l;GlugeÉJ6 registered
by lto*rvho lcft one
of tlte 1¡¡() BreaÉ for
llesettle¡nenttr elsc-
where.

Number c¡f M ';ü of Ill0
refuËees***,
lieeet tled "
in AustrallaLn Austrulta

I'o11eh

Yugosl av

Ukralnian
Latvlan
IIun¡,ar larr

l,lthuanian
Czeclroslovak

Estonlan

U.li.$.¡ì.
Rumanlan

Othere

357,635

82rS{)O

114, (X)(J

81, 2t)()

Çt2r87l

55, 16()

34,450

?7,l$Q
4l riloo
23r0çn

16()r584

6()rll(}8

23, Írõ{)

19, ûo7

19, g)1

13.3n
1o, 1 a6

9r gg4

5r 958

41944

2, lgo

1 21 801

16.9

28.5

1?.2

24.1

2L.2

18.4

?,8.7

22.4

l?.L
g,ö

8.O

'fotaI l r()39r()oo 1821 159*** 17.6

* The IIìO and lts tsreparotory Corunts6ion operated trctwee¡r I July 194?-
31 llec. 19õ1.

t* t'Iiesettletnent" ¡¡eent the transfer of a refugee to a country other
then hle country of orl¡;ln.

¡ü** AuetrolLan statlstics acknowledged 170rtXiO p€r€on6 asslÊtcd under
the I-tlspieced ¡)eraonÊ Scheme 1947-â4 (l)epartment of Immlgratlon,
Austrnllen I rnml¡tratlon: Coneolldated [it atlstl ce (Canberra: 4.0.F.!i.,
1973) , p. 2.3 ' .

fjource: V ernsnt,
7()6.

llefusee Settler tn the Post-t'Tar World p¡r.38r 61-9û,

In Decernber 1946, afte¡ the f lrat small contlngent of ctisptacecl

perEonB (D.P.e) had Brrlved, 5r surv€y was made of the rtuçtrallan stateer

Iah:ur re(lulrements for the short-ter¡n future. lr!lgrarnts wlth l).P. status

wero required to worh as dlrected for two yearo after af,rlval. The

$tate ßovernments welcomed such exploitable labour. lf.D. Borrle -- ln a

footnote -- analysed ttp $tates' irrterest in refugee u/orkers!
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trc f¡fgn a<tult male flgure for Soutl¡ /tustralla
benrs $,1tnê86 to the "lndustrlaÌ revolutlon" now

¡¡olng on there. The large denand for female labour
ln the lndustrlal etates is aleo evidence of the
shortage of wornr¡n-poÌver there ln the l.ower pald
occupntlone, for exanrple, nurses, do¡neet1cs. Tho
dr:¡narid for fem¡rle Juvenlles 1e aleo lnterestlng.
fhe figures perhapo llluetrete the üendency for
Lnduetrlal countrles of hlgh llv1ng Þtandards to
seok from other areos those u¡ho con relieve tlro
natlve populatÍon of the dnrdgeries of l1fe - a
tendency very clear ln the post-ruar plans of llrltatn
and !'rnnce. The dan¡¡er ls that euch nlgratlon wlll
encoura[Ie thc perpetuntlon of teureatedtt female
1¡¡bur 1n certaln occr¡patlons.l

The refugees'rÄ'êre seen to be workers who were Ln no positlon to complaln

when they wr¡re dlrected to the necer;Eary, low-level Jobs tltat Austr¿rliane

refueerl to do rvlthout Ìrlgher r^ragee and better con<jltlons. They were mere

economlc unlto and wero dlecussed as commodities. the Louth ¿lustrallan

government doclared 1n 1948 that

we havê ftpplld to take about 5OO for rallwayar
9OO f,or publlc workers, several hundred for
Ilarboure Boa¡d work¡. We wlll take every d.p'
u/e can obtaln.2

.As Ì]orrfets cnalysls lndlcrrtee, South Austrolta rvas prtmartly

concernerl uith sln5;lc ¡nnle woyl¡,ers. Llttle was saltì publlcly about

wo¡nerlr although large numbers ïrere recrulterl for domeetlc wortr, eapeclally

in hosplta,Ls. This preferonce for slngle ma1es, genernl tlrroughout

Austrrrl la, monnt ri severe imbalance of the sexeE amongst ljouthern and

bastern liuropean-born lrnmfgrunte -- u"{ lmbalance that did not become of

concùrn r¡nt11 the late 196t1g.3 Nonetheless, the gonder contradlctlons of

1 a 1{.D. üomle, Immlgratlor¡: ¡\uetraltarB ilroblems aricì Frospects (Sydney:
Angus und llobortson, 1949), p. ?Ã.

2. ì"'llnlster of üork-cr llon. !1 .lilcfr:tosh, Ê$]lil. 1948, p. 1335.

In 1968, the Commonlealth Irurnlgratton Àdvisory Councll was requested
to prepare a r€port c¡n the proble¡n and l¡nplications of tìle i¡nbalnnce
of the Eexeß in Australla. 'lho report ln 1969 thoroughly allayed
fe8rÉ. An lmbalance d1d exlst, kr¡t was not so greÐt aÉi was generally
belleved and was belng reptdly mlnlmlzed by ûovernment measures; lto
peraistence had a beneflclal effect upon tlre economy by i.ncreaslng
the avallable moblle male labq¡r force, but it dld not drlve nlgrant

(cont. over)

3
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the D.P. Echeme dfd have 6onre Élfght recognltl<¡n in pollcy es eorly aE

1947. RrlerflTr these contradictio¡ls can be sumn¡arlsed; you¡ig slngle

Ílêtì tfl(ìre TeIt to be th¿r lnost usefrrl ¡'¡¡cl procluctive i-tr rel:toring the

¡\u¡:tt,rÌlt a¡r econor¡iy¡ brrt tlre very tlual i ties of trtalene$,s, stroril3th attcl

nrol¡illty nilglit create ¡rr:obÌenrs of soclal orcìe¡r; rvometr's pIirce w&s 1n tho

home, but ¡iustralla alroady h¿tl a firmly entronchetl dual publ 1c econolny,

arrri miglulìt wornen rvercr requlrçrì to f11I tlir: gapa 1¡l tlre)rwo¡ncll's \vorkt'

sector; tl¡e f ¿un11y ì,v¿Is the fr¡undatio¡l stone of y'"uetrr:I1rn ..oeiotV¡ but

rnlgrcrrt fcmllies r;riglrt beco¡ne. a h¡rden on 
^ustrallirte 

welfare services

or rnight protluce non-¡ratrlotic or even $ubverÉ:lve offeprlng. 'fhese

contr¿rcllctlons were foun<l a tr¡m¡rorary solutlon: the government woulct

gf ve conciltio¡ral pormiselon {rn(¡ a6Êtßtance f or rnf.grurt mente f ar,¡11 ieg

and rcl¡rtlves to lnlgt'ate, sfter tl¡e men had establl¡,heci themec¡lvo$ ßr¡d

¡iroved thelr J.oyalty ri.nci vnlue to ¡'iLrs'trel1a,

l{earls of famflies selected nray bo occompanied by all
npmbers of thelr lnunedlate farnilles, and by such
other relatlves arì are rieperrclcnt orì ¡:nd lesi<le r*lth
tl¡err¡. Âny selected lmmlgrant who goes to Austral la
una,ccerrp¿rnlcd by rcl¡¡tÍvos or clo¡rerrdants ehal 1, after
three mo¡¡thgt realdence ln Australle, have the rigtrt to
nc¡lrrlnate Euch reLrltives or ciel.re¡r(Ìants fÐr ad¡nie-sl-on.

^¡rll¡)rov$l by the Co¡nrrxlnwealthcú suclr nonl¡ratfons wlll be
corrditionsl urÐ¡r tlæ mlgrant hrlvlrrg eatlsfnctorily
ctenro¡rstratecl Ìrls þrth, trnd belng ln a posltl"on to recel
!ìJrcl ÊupÀ)ort cts¡¡s¡¿ante after their arrival i¡r ¡\ustralle. T'

¡nen to lnsanlty nor to cornmit vlolent sex crlrnes¡ the Auetrallan fenale
publlc oconony w¿tE working well because migront rvor:ìen, botlr ¡narrie,.d a¡rc¡.

slngle, hact a cubstilntlaJ.Iy higher publ1c workforce participatlon rr¡te
than ¡\ustrallan:born women; the farnily was L¡elng staunçhly defencied,
wlth nros't nrlgrant groups melntainlng the sam€ or tr hlgher ¡.rcrcentage of
marrlod peûple thru¡ the ÂustralÍoJr populatlon. ìT1th a ll-ttle nrore
ernphuals on empLoy¡nent, accomnþdatlon, anrJ publlclty for women, the aI-
reiady hlghty satlsfactory situatlon could be renderect excellent. Irnmlgra-
tlon Advlsory Uouncll , Irnnrlgretton end tlre llalance of the $exee 1n
¡lustralla, A lieport to the I'llnlsto'r ol Stå,te for Iruai.gratlon, $erp.t. 1969.

I 9*þ!. No. 44, 1946-47-48, Vol . lI, p. 1068.
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It 1s not cLoar exactly how many mlgrùrts with dis¡.rl aced person

status sèttled 1n South Australla, the proportlon of ¡en to women, nor

the proportlon of ma¡ried arrcl sf¡rglo. In dlscusslng the lnitlal operatlon

of the plan, tlre Pren¡ler, l)layford, declared tl¡at the firet thougand people

wlll probably bo slngltr, but the intentlon bohi¡rd
the sehel¡re Ls to obteln a p,ool of l¿lbour to anr¡b1e
ua to es¡tch up wlth houslng requtrr:rnents, so ¡rs to
be ¡.ebI e to brÍ,ng in a nore bslanced rnl6rntlon ln
the form of f amily ur¡its.l

l3y rnld-19õU, variously 15rOO{) or 21 ,{.)OO l)..ir.s ¡rod ÊrrlvedrZ sonrethlng lesa

than 2O% of whom *u". *orn.t.3 Tho ¡nen were set to work on ttgra¡re plcl*lng,

foreetry work, rerilway constructlon end È,ater suppty Ëcliernes";4 the

wonten (prr>bably onty siingle women) workcd as donresltlcs ln put¡I 1c

lnstltutlorr*¡5 the rvives sncj chilclren were put lnto holcÌ1ng centreg to

walt while thelr rnen workecl out thelr contracts.6 Doyonc¡ these economlc

contracts¡ alL tho Ð.P.s u/ere supposedly under a ¡û)ral contract to

aselnllete themselvea to Soutir /rustrsllan society, to beccme stolid,

loyal , prcductive ¡¡nd reproductlve Âustrallan cltLzene.T s,a"h rya6 the

I a åc¡!"!"p. 1948, p. 636.

2. frt the oponlng of l¡arllanent ln Juno 19ã(), the Lieutenant-tiovernor
ro¡:orto<ì thnt 2lrOtxi D.p.s had arrlved sinco the resumptlon cf rnigratlon
(;ìrÅ'P-.!. 1350, F. 4); threo mÐntha lrrter, the Ãcl vertleer reportcd
th6t l$ri¡()Q D.I].e Ìrad arrived since 1947 (/rdvertlser 29 l,s¡¡t,. 19õO in
IiAÀ, GIIG 7/3i3, Neìvapaper ClipplnËs of ths llepnrtmont of Irnrnlgratlon,
T<¡uri srn a¡rd I nf rrrmat lon) .

3. Uy i'l¿¡rch 1949, tlrere were 2r7tX) ¡nen end 4{,X) wornen (jidvertlser 31 I'la¡ch
1949 ln li.4A, GIIG 7/38); whfle one of the la6t big groups to nrrlve ln
19õ(t cornpri.aed 10() men and ã) r,v{üren (Advertlser 29 Í,ept. l95o tn $AA,
Gtic 7/38).

4 a l.ì .A.l).i). 1948. Þ. 2.

5. Arlvertiser 2!ì lj o¡rt. 19ã() 1n .'iAÁ, Gl"li ?/38.

6. ¡1dver tiser 3 l;oc. 1948 and 29 Apri,l 1949 in [JAA, OF.G 7/38,

7. Appleyard, "Lnuiilgration a¡rd l{atlonal. l,levelopmentr" p. l8; see also
Jsn licott, "5o',,u South .êrustrali.an /rttltudes tcnrarcls Non-Rrltish
Europesn lumrLgrants 1945-1952r" .Âdvanced D1p. 1'. Thesia, llistory
liepartmentr 5al1sh¡ry tlollege of .,tdva¡rced l¡ducatlon D 1974.
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orderly, p¡'<¡f ltatùe mlgratlon and asslmilation sche¡ne sought by the

government. 8ut lt dld not oJ,ways work accorcting to plen.

l'rom tl¡e sample of til.ensi.cle uornen, there we.re tl¡ree Polisl¡-born

women wl¡o rnosL probably mlgr¡rted to l,outlr ¡r^ur; tralia 6Ê; L,.I1.F. ¡!11 three

rvere born ln tl¡e early l920s; at Leust two (Eugenio. l{¿r<letszliy and

l'rancl¡aka l;tunlckl) hacÌ been co¡¡ÌpulÉrorlly tlaneportecì fto¡n !'oland

ciuring the war to þcco¡ûe forced workers unuer Gennan rule; sll tilree

arrlved ln &outh /'ustralla 1n tha late 194iis or ear'ly 195úe uccontpr.rnying

tholr lru¡rbentis.

Table ti. Glenslde liomen¿

-N ame lJorn Country &llgrated
of Blrth

Admttted lrlarrl.ed
to G.Il.

Chlldren nelatlvcs
ln Êi. A.

¡iugonI.a
Itadctzky

Franclezka
stGnlckl

tS'¿3 PoIsnd 1949

L9?A i:'olend 194S

1925 Poland ?1949

1049 lgLT One

Irr¡s
Welman

19õ0 19.10

196(} Yes

One
born 194?

'Iïo
b<¡rn 19õO./l

In 1949, llugenle ieadetrky was adrnltteci unde¡' certificotion t¡.¡ Parkalde

Hogpltaì fro¡u ti'occleide Inunigratkrn Centre. She hud presurnably boen 1n

Austrarlia for on1y E lew r¡pnths.

ri'hen spoken to tire patlent grfunacee Lnc gegtures
snd ånstr¡erÊ beslde tTre point. tlre op¡rears to be
divorcecl fro¡r¡ reelity arrd is indiffere¡¡t to hel
posltlon. She brlng$ flowere to the t¡enlor Staff
Offlcere and has delusions regarrllng thelr a,ttentlon
to ler. She hêg some lmpulslve phenomena¡ €og.¡
she changes her clotl¡es severå.l times . day. . . .
V.D. test negatlve. . . . I am fnforr¡ed that thls
patient lr, lncupable of looking 6¿ftcr i¡er child a¡rci
that the chfld has been eent to * "homê." $he is th€
source of worry and r.rrnoyance to the Centre by her
behavf.q.¡r, Her husband bellevee Êho is prcgnant.
App€ers to b "ov6ra€x€d." In ¡nental iroepital for
several monthe ln 1947 1n Genneny.
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At lrarkslde Hospltal a nuree lnterpreter was avallab1e to transl¡te

between liugenla ans the Admlselona doctor, tn¡t much the Ban€ statements

and ju<igm,ente of l¡er behevlour were mad€.

A big, strong looklng, untldy woman of Polleh
birth. . . . App€Brs \¡ary poorly eqlucated and
her genoral tntellfgørce 1g low. In ¡tustrla she
dld forc€d houagwork on e farm under Ge¡man cr¡ntrol.
&Ianlød af te¡: defeat ol Oer'¡nanc to man ohe had only
knoyn a week and he put her ln a mental hospltal
ln Â,uãtrla not very long after thelr marriage. . . .
She Ls chllclLsh for her years and thinks erlery mari
ls 1n love srith her and fs golng to marry Ìrer. She
sayc ahe llkes nany men, b¡t thlnks the Ausetes tlÊ
besto l.ormerl unrvelcome attachmonts on the ship,
partlculerly lor the offlccra, so that she hed to ba
placed ln seclualon ar¡d the sâm€ happened at l'/oodeLde
Camp. she Fppeara to be atrongly oversexed and doee
not attempt to exerclÉ€ afiy control.

A flrst polnt to bo drawn from tlrle story 1s that lìugenla had eomehoìrr

eecä.ped the noticE of' Australlan offlcts.tg ln Europe checklng agalnat

allowlng peoplc wlth a hløtory of rnental Lllness to ¡n1ÉÌrate. Atl tl¡e

orllcl,e¡.LEourcea -- botl¡ AuEtrellan and lli() -- lndlcated thet tÌ¡ese

1J.nlveetlgatlons and controlÊ were extrernely efftclent ancl strLngent.

llut [¡chaec]rter, studyln¡¡ the "Prevlous ]tlstory of ìlental Illnees ln Female

tr{lgrant Patlentp Admltted to the Psychtatrtc Hospi.tal, Royal Park" Ln

19ö5 r'eportect that ln 271L of fE¡nale nlgroat patients the presont bre6lç-

down waB allted to prevlouoly exlcting cllao¡rlerp.' U" mentloned eborre,

it was extremcly dtfflcult to rietect and "weed out" potentlal rnlgrants

wtth psychotl,c backgro,rnde. E'rt Eugenla had more than a mere background,

she had I recolded post-YJôr admlsslon to a !,uropean mental troepital . $o

deception ¡¡tust have been lnvolvod in her lnunlgratlc¡n -- a situatlorr tlrat

1 Ii,lurphy,.'nefugeeIrnrn1grarrt3¡..P.1e¡Vernant,@

2. P. ?78.
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should have led to her lnuaedtate deportation. That she waa not deported

polnte to a discrepancy between tin appar€nt rlgidity of gwernment control

of, rnlgratlc¡n an<i Íts temperlng, or l¡¡ef,flciency, in actuaL ptactice. The

onì.y r:ffic1a} con¡¡oquenoo of !ìugeniatc adnriasion to ¡]erkoide was that she

was d.rnied custociy of her cl¡ild. It hËd þen sent to a l¡ome before her

au¡uigsic¡n, and wlron sl¡e was dlssharged o¡r trlal leeve slx nronths later,

it was on tl¡e cor¡ditior¡ thet "ehe cioes not irave charge of, the child."

À ee@nd polnt to be discussod cÆncernË the actual behavlour that

Ied to Uugenla being lebelled rned, bhavlour slmller to that of 0lovanna

Talbot, discusaed above. Iìugenia lavlshed gexual attentlone u¡ron of fl.cers

on tx¡ard the nigrant ahip arìrl at the lriunlgratlon Centre; wae oversexed

and suopocteci of pregnr¡r¡cy. In other words, slre was a 27 yøør old, marrled,

forelgn, aexual delinguent. He can only guesa at whet underlay her

behavlour. t{ugenia hao livect through a Éavage war in Éurope as a force{¡

labourer. Iler value to hsr Nazi nastors had beon as an enbodi¡rr¡nt of a

part of the femalo rolê, houseworker, thereby auggesting that she lnay

have come to bellove that ottpr aspecta of the role, ê.8.r eeducttven€sa,

eould alao etan<i her ln goo<i atead and llghten the burrlen of her enelaved

etate. Ihls conscioug or unconÊcious use of sexuality for materlal

aevantage is furtt¡er uuggesteti by tl¡o fect that the nraln objects of her

fllrtatioue attention were eenlor offlcers both on sl¡1p and ln ca¡irp.

slre thought "every nran i,a 1¡¡ love wlth her and golng to mBrry her" Bo,

wi.tÌ¡ the cntlre field to ehooge fro¡n she went stralght to the top levole

of the hlerarchy, well outalcle her uun refugee group. b¡¡e waË atternptfng

to uee reninlnlty/Êexuallty as a aourc€ of power whilst in a powerleas

poaltlon. TlrLs was madnoss because lt dtd not work, end wae lnstead

seen as htghly lncongruous. "she ts Lndlfferent to hor posltlon'r -- âB

statelees, pennlless refugee, ßs marrled woman.
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The scnse of tncongruity woultl lrave bee¡r exacorl¡ated by two factors

pecullnr to i,ugenlat s soclel clrcumstancee. i'1rstly, the lrnrnigratlon

Ce¡rtre was situated r¡n s. e,ectlon of tl¡e lioocislde /rrrny Canrp; the conmsJrdants

of the Centre were strongly Ðritislr-ortenteci tr"rnry officers (irrltlolly

l3rigaciler VowlQs 1n 1947-8, then Àiajor ltraeer) ; onct the Centre w(is rur¡

7on ûrrny llnee;, a w<¡rld for uren ln u¡riform, not clistressed cLvill¡rrì vJolitoJlo

l..ccorrd1y, there tva6 o, co¡rsideruble i¡nl¡alêtrcc of the sexes, with i41 rnen

to cvery lüU rvorne¡r over ttle rvl¡ole pertod of the üis¡rlucetl Persons ; cÌ¡er¡re

tlrroughout /rustralia, witb u greoter imbala¡rce fn tlr, /curLy yca¡'6.2

Ti:ls irrrbalence was significa¡rt becruse of tLe hoatllf.ty of the¡ ¿¡uÉ,tre,I la¡r

populatÍon towards tlle "ualt6" ãr¡d "trel'fosr"3 a¡rql the co¡¡tlnulng camp llfe

of the ¡"ì.!).s whlcÌ¡ r€ducecì tl¡elr pogs1bllitles of internlxl¡ìg &¡rq lnter-

rnarrying. Une consequence of thls lrnl¡ala¡lcc sntl l.solatlon, combiued with '

thc b.I).st scnge of lrrr,¡ccurlty ernc,l thc goneral ¡nclc perceptÍ,<.ln of women

as J)ro¡¡crty, was irrte¡rse aru(iety and Jealousy ¿¡¡nongst the nr&le ¡'ofugee$.

In'19õ3, Joan l.lartin cc¡¡rducted .r surv€y of l).!.e in a Lew l-outl¡ lfales

country towtr, co,lled Burt<lu i¡r the study, i¡r whicl¡ Ehe relx)rteci that

the lmi¡alance between thc¿ 6exes a¡nong the displaced
¡lersons ancl tl¡e lnacceeslblltty of Austrc.llan wonpn
I¡roduced a good deal of anxiety atx¡ut gettlng and
keeplng a womalr ln the earJ.y yearÊ of large sc¿le
inunj.gration. (.uarrcls and flghts over $onìen wore
cornlftrJn ln llurton at lhe tlme of the ft.rËt study 1953.
Âlen wstched thelr worrier¡ Jealously a¡rd wero qulck to
eus¡xrct them of philrnderlng, enci so¡nc oI the rvonten
certal"nly enJoyeci being ln such denand.4

l. Based on lnf ormatlon frorn lntervlewg with t¡ir. J. I'tafford,
l}f.rector of the Co¡n¡nonwealth irepart¡rænt of lrru:rigratlon 1tr 5./i.r
2-9 lJecernber 1976.

2. Department of Irrunigratlon, Consolldated U tati stlca t I).8.

3. Þcott, "¡\ttltuder to Non-llrttlsh Buropean Imnrigranter'; also LiAA,
GILG ?/3A generally.

4. hia¡tin. l.efugee $e¡ttlers. Þ. ö5.'-'-
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Eügenla lta<ìetzky, however, overgtep¡led tlrc rnork. In tho co¡rtext

of rlrmy-style life ¡rnci lntenae jealousy hor behavlour rvas too tlrreatenlng

to be accopted, so ehe t#as certlfied, and sent to hos¡lltal fçrr slx nonths.

(rver that tirne, hcr dlagnosis changed considerr,bly, largely becnuse "a

prccisê dtagnosl.s is lmposslble vlthout an intorpretêr." 
^t 

flrst she

was saicl to srrffer frorn melancholin, tl¡en schizophrenia. hebe¡lhrenÍ3, ¿r¡rcl

lirtor, dopreaslve psychoslsr 'fhe flnal note of lrer cas¡e recorcl rs&ds,

"r:t presont I tencl to tÏ¡e vlew that thls ts an affectlve ci f.sorder seen

ln Conttnent¡r1s 1n ths U.Í,,." Â dlagnoslË whlch Éeen6 to nrean: nrad becar¡se

slre 1s ¿¿ homeloss woman 1¡r a str¡rnge land.

The second refugee ln the Gl enslde survey was li'ranclszka Strrrrlcki,

a 2tì year old, marrled PolLsh ïio¡nar¡, who w¡¡E ¿rctmitted 1n 19õ0 soon after

arrlval ln t,outh ¡lustralls from c¡ne of the Eastern $tates' Iìece¡ltlon

Centres. Over tlre next trventy three yeâTS¡ she Bras admltted a furthsr

three tlnres, each rr¡rder certifleatlon. tn¡t wtrtir etays <¡n cach occa$Lon

no lon6er th¡¡r¡ fivo morrtlis, usualty only one or two months.l tihe

preoente<l rnuch the same Eympto¡ns on each admfsslon, r:nd lvas variously

tliu¡¡noseel u9 havlrrg schizo¡rhrenla, schlzo-affectfve disorder, do¡lreøslon.

/fter her: flnal dlscharge, a lettor tvss sent from ülentide to her loca1

doctor ex¡rl.alnlng that

all her admisslons have been 1r¡ ll&rch-Aprll and
1t seeme ¡rosslble that thls lllness ls provoked
by some annlversory phonomenon. Prior to tha
fLrct admlssl.on sho lost a foetus at 7 nonths of
pregnancy and thls may Þ the factor lnvolv€d.

1. Murphy noted ln 1962 that "fortunately, the hospttals I vlslte<t wcre
happy to reco¡S relatlvely t¡uick cures Ln rucst of thelr nLien cases.rr
&turphy, "Refugee Imnfgranta¡" p. 2o1.
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Ttle etory of FranclFzkars 1lfe that can be pfeced together frorn

vâ,rlous lnterviewa over $he years was &5 follou¡e:

¡he states th¿t 6he 1s on tllggltlmate chlld
and that her rpther subÉ€quently married and
had a ôon. I'ather dl'ed too young to remember.
War when 16, had a byfrlencl, BÊtt people dyl.ng.
Sent to Germany to a factory as a weaver. No
boyfrlends, plenty of girle all the tlme.
!"ranclszka spoke of ängllsh soltllere in Germany
who gavo her chocolates and clgarettes. llarrled
tn 1946. Son concelved l¡efore mêrrtage so had to.
$he cild not want to get nerrl.ed, she had éeen ao
much war and despalred for the world. ¡ihe wante<l
to go back to l:oland b¡¡t her husbr,¡n<l wisl¡ed to see
the world. fihe would stlll Ilke to go back to
Poland very rnuch where she belonge.

$oc¡n aJter her arrlval ln Austral. la, Iiranelszka sufferecl a sevore mls-

carriage followlng an abdonlnal operatlon.

She statee that she returned home and felt very
weak and felt falnt many tlmes snd that she lost
a lot of blood and that ehe often felt €ilddy and
began to belleve slro would never bo strong agaln.

$hortly after her reù¡¡n from hospltal, the family travelled to Íiouth

AustrâIla, ht witl¡ln throe months, Fra¡rciezka waÊ admttted to |årksicle.

The behavlour which brought Ì'ra¡rciszka to the hospital under cçrtlflcatlon

ì¡/as cl assifled ast?lrratlonal .tt

ìrtedlcal Certlfi.cate, 195t): ¿f,ustrallagZ doctor Ò-
l'lrs. ljtanlckl tolle me that she ls very ha¡rpy, h¡t
does not glve a reason for Lt. Irhe telle me that
"God" is cornl,ng to see her baby and that her baby
(stlll-born) wlll llve aga1n. She shoìryed me so¡ne
paBsagês ln the 81ble.
Landlady -- that 4 days E€o lüre. Stanickl canê and
told her that her boy (¡ yeers old) ls mad and
erled a¡rd ecreqmed.

Ilueband -- tells thet she was talklng continuously
about rellglous thlnge and on one occaslon
eddressecl htm as ttcod.t!

On Iater adm1B6lonÉ, her certlflable behavlour fncluded heurlng votces¡

deluslons of rellglon, floods and electrlclty; walking abot¡t unclothed;

ass¿rulting nelghboure, shoutl.ng, dancl,ng¡ refusal to do housework. Ât

the tlme of her flrst admlselon she could epeak only broken ¿ngllehr and

had to be examined through a nuree-lnterpreter. IIer second and thlrd
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cortltlcatog were FlgnÞd b¡r a doctor who c¡aa htmeelf lrollsh, 1n 1969

and 1972, although by then lrranclszka could s¡:eak qulte 5¡ood lrngltslt.

ÌIer final ar.lrnlsslon ln 1973 carne through pollce lnterventlon af ter she

hud þon plcked up wanderlng the stre6ts.

As in the case of llugenls l{adetzky, F'ranciszka æuld have been

de¡rorted slnce she entered a mental hospltal wlthln five yer:rs of arrivlng.

ln tt¡ls case there ap¡¡ears to have been no cieceptlon involved, ht,

accordlng to of flclally stated pol lcy, perheps cie¡r:rtetlon rirLght have

been s good tiilng. f,ir llarry"o'Cunderlyl ex¡¡lalned that lrr the case of

schlzophronla especially, tleportatlon or repatriatl¡:n tvas of ten beneflclal .

$iufferers fr¡o¡n thLs condltlon are restless and
often feel "unappreclatedt' ln thelr home environment
a¡rd so seek new flelds where they hope they w111 be
inore succeesful. If they exporlence a mental break-
down withln two y6ars of arrlvlng ln a new c<-runtry, they
are the ones whom deportation rv"ruld beneflt because ttrey
are nlore llkely to make a satlsfactory recovery on return-
1ng to the mllleu 1n which they grew up. In that way
they are saved any language dlfflcu1tlee and they recover
ln a eoclal system to whlch they are accuntomed.2

Dea¡rtte such argultænts, and the fact that F'ranclszka st1 lI had numercrÌ¡E

reletlves in lloland and wanted to go home, 1t wae probably thought that

n¡o.lntenance of the marrlage bond and her husband's eollcltude woul<i be

¡nore beneflclal to her recovery than wot¡ld repatriatlon.

It would appear fro*n tl¡e case notee that À'ranciEzka, waE comparatively

wel] off aB a refugee mlgrant. Í'ìhe and her husband had very qulckly

moved out ol tlre mlgrant hostel and found rented ac@nrnodation. Thls was

unusual inasmucÌ¡ as there rvas st1ll a severe shortage of suclr ac@¡nnpdatlon,

l. Advlser tr¡ the Commonwealth Ciovernment on procedures for the medlcal
ecreening of migrants, 19óo-52-56; I.Â.C. , "lilental I ll.ness å¡nong
hilgranter tt p. 3.

2. lfunderly, "Irnmlgratlon and l,{ental llealthr't p. l8û.
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eB nel¡, aB ântlpathy on tlre part of many Auetrallana against rentlng to

forolgners, eepeclally thooe wlth cl¡lldren. l,lost nl.granta remal.ned ln

tlorrnltory hostels for a conelderable tlme, others llved ln tents, converted

¡notor cases an<i the llke.t ,r, rêgard to pubtlc worh, the Stanicklrs

were not so well s¡¡tlafted. AB lûte as 19ö9, irlr. ütanlckl was nentioned

aB "a hlghly lntelligont pereon br¡t not ln the ri$ht environment. T/orlclng

on the rallwaye." ÂI1 U.P.B ÌîÉJr{r recrulted as uns}illle¡l laþo.¡r for the

duratlon of thel¡' two ynar contracts; theroafter, tlrey could entor any

fleld of worl( they like6 -- provided it was not hedged wlth trade or

professtonal restrictlone.2 tsut many U.P.s became reoentful wlren they

encountered the rxfdespreûd refusel of /lustrallans to recognise thefr

quallf lcatlons slrnpl,y ÈpcauEe they were f ore 1gn.3 Nldly ekllled l).P.s

could not breach this ¡¡rofosslonal xenoplrobla, and ren¡Àlned unhapplly

as unskllled workere tlroughout their 1iveg. thls would ap¡:ear to tp

the case wlth l'1r. stanlckl.

But tho $tanicklrs irai Ëomo compensatlons in that they had friends

to holp break down the sense of lsolatlon. On Fra.nclsskats flrst achnlssion,

lrer clrlld was looke<I after by a frtend -- not eent to a home; by 1969

elre lrad frlen¡ls ln soms of the "Irollsh" sutrurbs whom sÌ¡e often vlslted.

But each aclvantagê hact lts <iisady¡s1f,ng€er By remalnlng ln constant contact

wlttr frfends of irer crwn natlonallty, Ifranclszka helghtetred trer sense of

homeeickness and nostalgla. Three weeks befor€ her second admisslon,

!'ranclszka hed reeeived lettere fr¡om her glster and mother 1n L'oland

telllng lrer of the deatli of a loved r=latlve; later, Êhe lvent to vislt

Pollsh frlencis who hatl juet returned fro¡n a vlslt to Poland.

1. Informatlon frorn $tafford Lntervlsw.

2. hturphy, ttHefugee In:rnlgrant"rtt p. 181 .

3. .tlartÍn, lrefugee Settlersr p. 51; I(unz, !¡!g¡!g,) p. 127, 9;¡þþ!.
1950, p. 71.
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They told her horv tough livlng condltions were
tut how beautlful the scenery and countrysÍde wae.
Franclszlßa began crytng and slnglng togethert
wanted Pollsh vodka. . . . l9ent to the hllls
antl salrt tlrey remindod her of ,ì'oleind nnd after
thl s she Þcame worg€. . . . [ih6 wo.¡ld llke to
go baclc to Poland very much where ehe belonç;s.

$or after Fpanclszkare flrat acimlselon, Eoon efter her operatlon

ancl rnlscarrlage, elre renal,nod well for nineteen ye&rs until honesl.ckness

a¡rd the ênnlvorsal-y. of her chlldf s death trlg¡;ered off an<¡ther bout of

lrratlonal behavtour. The connÊctlon may perhape hevo baen that l¡rancl'szke

blu¡r¡ed the loes of irr¡r chil.d upon the fact that ehe had ever itnmX.grated

1n tl¡e ftrst p1 ge€. Änd,by nonr, her son was ãJ and stll I livlng at hotnet

althougtr trying to aseert hls indepenclence ("she wa1ts up for her aon")¡

her husband was not as successful a6 she $ould have wlshed; I¡ranciEzka

was 45 and her llfe was leadlng toilarcts decl lne anrl fsolatlon. f,;lre had

not wlshed to leave Poland in the ftrst Placo and now nootalgla a¡¡d a

deslre to )rove hr¡d a better }lfe ca¡ru¡ floodirrg back 1n a severoly

cll sruptlrru rvay.

Frorn clrcumstantlal evldence, rve can preeume that the thlrd I'ollsh

woman tn the (ilenslde aurvey al so crnlgrated to Australla under tlre

illsplaced Pêrsone r\salsta¡rce Íiehene ln the Iats l94OÊ-early 19508. Irme

Welrnan's ftrat recorded admlsslon was in 1960, at whlch tlne her two

chlldren wero 9 ancl 1O y6ara old, probably born Just efter her arrlval.

Irrna herself was 3ö ln 199{J, thet ls¡ fforê or less the sa¡ne age aa lìugenla

antl Franclszka. ller husband worked clrr tho rallweys -- one of the rnaJor

åreas of ernproyment for contract mlgrante.l

Irma had åpparently been admitted prevlously to Iinfleld liecelving

lloueo, ht there ryere no detal,ls 1n the case notes of, thls admlsslon.

I L444. 1948, p. 133õ.
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IIer admleslon ln 19C{) was undcr certifl.catlon.

Lfed t cal Certl f 1 cnt e :lfiu straf I a¡¡7 lio ctor ¡ s¡ tete
of extreme egltatlon, ln need of medLcal attentlon¡
llusband: wll.l not s¡reai-. to husL¡ùìd or nelgl¡bourÉ.
1¡or solne tl¡ne has refusecÌ to prep¿rre lneal 6. Glves
chlldren tinneci foocl only and wlll not preipru'o frerìh
meat or vegotables. È'rlghten¡ chlldrer¡ so the¡¡ wlll
not go near thelr f,ather.

Ir¡nats own story waÉi stúted as being Ëirnll¡l¡ to tlrat c¡¡r lrer prevlous

arlmisslon.

'qhe cloes not ¡çnow wlry sent to hospltgl . i;enieÉ
that she 1ê 11I or slck trrt says sho gets upset by
the f igtrts witl¡ her husb¡rrrd. /ilv/ays f lglttlttg wlt!t
her l¡usbs¡¡rd. TT¡e ehlldren clonrt ìreve enough clothee
encl her husbuncl wonr t gfve her the money to tr.ry thon.
Says slre could go stropplng on lrer husbanclts r¡otor
bicycle nn<i buy clothes for hereelf and thtnge for
tt¡em trut he will not ellow th18 and oven got enraged
Ì¿hen Ehe took €6 from hls wa.llet to pay the ttoctorfe h¡ilÌ.
IIer l¡usþa¡rd wonrt teII her how nruch he earng ench week.
ilo does all thr¡ sl:opping for food. i.,he only goes
sho¡-rplng when si¡e geta chlld endotvnretrt. 'i'hclr troubles
aro ulrvays over' fl{)Ito}r They own thetr orvn hot¡ee. It
1a nea,rly tr¡ald off. Husband bt¡ltt f.t hj,n¡self. lle brys
enou¿h footl h¡t she docs trc¡t k¡¡orv horv ¡nuch lt rvoulci cogt.
Ite b¡yÊ meat -- chops, bralslug eteak, saugages -- End
stÉ coohs lt. SBys siìo lras bcen looklng aftr-,,r the honte

and chl.ldr€n and wae brought awey ln tle mlddle of dolng
ttro washì,ng. Ilusbancl says slre "i8 not a vet'y goorl wifer"
but doee not aay why. SÌre hag refused to sleep wltl¡ hlm
for tho last year but she tthas not hncl one other ¡no.ntt

during that perlod. {;he eleeps $'1tl¡ the glrl . $ihe does
not lcr¡ow whetter lie ha<ì other ur/olììêrrr ttI clo¡rtt think."
¡ie gets drunk very often - abut once s weoh. Ìfis
frlends co¡ne sometlures s¡rd stal¡ very lute rur<ì tÏroy rlrlnk.
$he told one of the frlen<ie to leave the house and go
horne and l¡er husbancl gave her atthl,ling" because of it.
$hs llkes frustral, la. "It ls beautlful . I like lt better
than I'lurope because everything ls the rlght prlce" and
they can hry thlnge that they would not have had enough
money for ln lluro¡re.

I'hls com¡rlalnt try Irura \fel¡narr takes us straþht back to tl¡e sltustion of

rnnny of thc .r'iust¡rullan housewlves dlecussed at¡ove (Chapter 'two)¡ the

desperatLo¡r to do a gooci job of physlcal rnaintenance und enrotions,l sup¡rort

tvithin tìo funily, l¡ut thworted by tl¡e i¡rtrauslgence <¡f the hur-rl¡a¡rdrs

vnlue structure. llr. t{eln¡¡r¡r k¡reRp ryhat tta good wife" wnË, but vlr.x.¡ltj not or

could riot, tieflne lt, coulcì only use its turager &Fj a goad.
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llowever, the f¿rct tlrnt he'too was a. rulgrant leacts us Lntr¡ aspects

of tlre assl.milatlon process that have been dlsctrssed by nany of the

analysts of migratton. These reËearchere have com¡nented upon the fact

th¡'t the li.F.s¡ 6¡errerally, were an unt¡sual ly insecure and sulspicl-ous

group of mlgrants. This sl¡ourocl ltseLf statigtlcally in the ¿rbnr¡rmal

rçrtee of refugee a<lrnlsalons to rnental hosplt"l sr1 ançl ln the extrenely

hlgh rates of sclrlzophrenla, es¡recla.lly paranoid schlz,ophrenia,

dl.agnooed amo¡¡gËt these p¿rtlents -- 6ev6n tines higher trrflonUËt 6astern

encl southern iiulopean rnl¡Jrants than a¡n<¡ngst Áustralian born.2 In

general , male iI..ir.Ê lnlgrateti to Australia fc¡r two reasonç: flrstly,

they hud to go so¡newhele si¡rce thcy ielt tlternselvt-.s to h; ,ve no ltonre

lrr tJurope¡ seconcily, they wante¡J to mekt¡ rnt¡lrèy a.s t¡uickly as ircssibler,

to get elreacl, to e¡;taLùir*lr a new, br¡tter a¡rd wealthler life for the¡nsel.vee

ar¡d tlrelr fa¡¡rll j.es. ¡lll the refugeerg ¡naterial ¡¡oocls were ci.ther

deetroyed or lelt br+hlnd, snd the reaccumulatlon of new ones cn¡1re to nrean

securlty Ln tho new la¡¡d.3 Tl¡ls cravlng for naterial security is qulte

clearly shown in l,ilr. rielmanrs t¡el¡avlour. \Tithin ten years of arrival ln

a foreign country, nn asslsted refugee rnlgrant rvlth few possesolons and,

Ilttle rr¡oney to lrls narne, he ht¡d savêd r¡þney fron his wages on the rallwayË

(on<l posslbly frorn overtime or a¡rother Job), bought a lrlock of Land and

h¡1lt a house with hls ourn ha¡rds. ,iith young children to care for, lt

1. I.A.C., "l{entaI Illnesg arfrong i,ll,grerntsrtt ¡1. 1.

2. J.!'.J. Cade and J. Kruplnskl, "Incidenoe of l:'sychlatrie l,¡isorders
i¡r Ti.ctor1a ir¡ lielatlc.:rr to Uou¡¡try ol i3trthr" qelisgl .Ic4lungl of
¡iug tralia, I ( 1962) ¡ p. 4U3.

3. "llurlntrr; the f fret perlod c¡f aclJustlrent, the mtgre-nt is stlll
mlLrtly ppra¡rold anrl susplci()u6, has a terrtj€r¡cy to accurrrtllal;e
materlal goods such as food und moneyr anrl craves for the securlty
<¡1 a lrouse, u¡,' ut lerrst a tùoctt of ie¡¡d a¡¡rj a Earagerr3 Llstwau,
"InrrnLgrante and ftlental llealthr" p. 1gg.
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w{rs unllkcly that ìrls \''ife rroulcl rvork for wir¡5o:i to s¡reecl up tilis procesÊ

of accumulatlon. Or ¡rerhnps, ìtir. çl/elmrtn lros holdln¡¡ grirnly to a set

of values thnt state<t that lt rvas B n¡an's Joþ to ¡rrovlde rnonetary

securlty ano a womanrs to stay at hone ancl provt.de ernoti()na1 E,ecurfty.

¡"lany liuroper.,n lotgrants retal¡red sr¡ch rlgld vlews of the sclxu¿rl dlvislon

of l¿rbour in their new c<¡untry -- brt found thern ln conflíct vlltlt l:vhat

thery suw of Australlan rlo¡nestlc life and tho ro}Ðtlons betrveon tlto eexest

es¡>erclal Iy the ai)parent fret:t¡om of ¡iuntrallan wornen fro¡rl malc eontrc¡l ln

tlrc vg,ys the mlgrants were ur¡ed to seoln¡.¡ such contrrrL rrlanlfeste.J. 
1

lì'lretlr<,'r thls wae the cûse ln the,Telnlan houecholtl is not revei¡Isd

tn the notes. Irmals own account certalnly sug¡4eetsthet such a conflict

of valueçi in the rvlrlor soclety rnay have led llr.'ícllnar¡ to assert hls old

vnlues th¡¡ more emphatlcolly at home and, 1n fact, <ìeny Irtnn any accesa

to that wlder ryorlcJ lest she see the ne'À¡ veÌues ln practlce o¡¡d ¡rrofer

them to the old. frma erccuserj her: huebend of refueln¡.'. Ìrer occess¡ tc¡

cash -- none for running ewey tut not even any to run the houee wtth.

ghe clalmect she was forbldden to go to the sho¡re. The fri.ends who cume

to the houee were rnale friends of her husbandfs; Irma appä¡ently had ferv.

Irma was alrendy isoleted from the llfe of her new soelety try staying

rvlthin her housef carlng for her chlldren. 'fen years after m1¡1rating, she

st1ll "coukl not understancl some dl-rectlons Þcause of lan8uage dlfflcult-

los." Ilut lf her story rilÈs truef end the examLninB doctor had found lt

"connccted nncl plauslble a¡rct will need lnveetlgatlngr" tl¡en f rrna was moro

than lsolatecì, slte vas belng systemetleal.ly oxclucled from ml-xing ln the

rvorld at I arge.

1 a tlartLn, It"efugee Settlersr f)P. 55ff.
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This app€ars to be an extrerne lnetance of the proc€ss wherrrby

rnany mlgrafit \romen rernalned allens ln thelr adopted country, thelr

houses a plece of the o1 d hollieland. Such u sltuatl<¡n was at oucis wlth

the asstmllattonlst domands of {tustralia ancl lnevitobly created confllct

somewÌ¡ere -- ln the woma¡rtB own psychologlcal llfe, ln Ìrer f anily

relatlons, or tn tl¡e cgÍrmunltY.

Ir¡naie husband was aeked severel times to come to the Ìrospltal

for un intervlew, h¡t he dld not. lrme, wÊa kept in hoepltal a month and

a half: "famuy rnuat tle disorgenlsed. In vlew of the holrp situatlon rltrl

need a l.onger atay ln hoepltal thls tlme." 'I'hfouglrout ttrls tl.me, tlte

doctors at i/arkelde "cannot at present flnrl nny mental ahrormaf ity.tt

( b) liiass i'1 lgratlon.

,{lthou¡¡h 170rO(rü rllsplaceci persons were adnltted lnto i'.ustrr¡lia

1n the years lmnredlately af,ter the I'econd \Yorld [iaE', t]rey comprlsed orrly

131å of the total miGrant lntal<e up to 1958. In tìre closlng yeors of the

war, the ¡lustrs,llan Governrnent hao beco¡ne convinced of the urgent need

to ex¡rand the countryts populatlon. Two per cent per ånnuln lncrease

wae the goal , he.lf to be achlevad by lmrnLgratlon. Tl¡ls n¡eant 7í.)rU'X)

mlgrants to be recrulted eðch y€s.r, s number that could not be

lndefinttely supplted by ¡\ustrallars tradltlonal snurce of poputatlon,

Iìrltaln. so the (iovernrnent began to turn to the rost ol fiurol.te. There

were two beslc reaaons expoundod þ the Goverzlment for the need to open

the gates of ¡r,ustralla to such n flo<¡rl of goneral nrlgrutlon: defence

and productlvity.

The vltal necesslty for conelderably lncreaslng the
populrrtlon of thls c<-runtry both frort the defe¡¡ce and
economlc aspecta cnn¡rot bo too greatly or tor¡ of ton
ernptrasized. lf we ¿¡r:e to talse our rlghtful pJ.crce 1n
norld effelrs, 1f we arc to enaure the future security
of' our l.l atlon, our populatlon rnust be grea,tly augmented
both by natural lncrease end by planned lmmlgration.r

I 9ål]. No. 4. L946-47-48¡ Vol. II, p. 1052.
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iìuch a. mass rnigrntion echerne was fr'¡ruEl¡t wltii clotrgerE. I¡or flfty years,

tlre "i\ustrollerr rvay of Iife" hucl beer¡ Ëoen ns <le¡retrtìing upotr homogenelty

of populatlon an<l purlty of Urltlsh rnclel r:itock, wl'rlle a.Iw¡ys l¡t tÌ¡e

backgrouncl wa6 the fear of unemployment for the Äu¡;trallsn-born. But

af ter the $econd iiorlrì ïTar, the publlc economy wns bootilÍngf ond mol'e

l¡r bour ìrag es$entl al .

Â flrst experlment was trled wlth the f).]ì.s, lnltinlly under cover

of altrutsm and hum¿rnltarlanlr:m. The ex¡rerlment provecl ltse1f . 'l'he

forelgn l.r.F.s qulckly showecì thcir economf c worth by d()lng tlte low-

r,t¿rtusr low-pa1cl v¡ork tÌ¡at nef ther lustrallan-born nor lrrltlstr mlg;rlnts,

woulci undertrikê. 4e aarly es 1951, the new Litrerel Ooverrr¡nentt$ :ij1nlÊ,ter

for ìmm1g;ratic>n, H.E. iloltr wû8, extolllng tÌ¡e vl¡'tues of mlgrent le.bour

ln helpinlî overcolne /tustrnllars Iabour shortages in the tullciingt

f oreotry, tronsport and steel lrrdustrles, 1n seasonal harveÊtlrrg, atl<l in
Iptrbllc clomeetlc work.- The supply of L¡.P.s could not, Ìtowever, last

f-'orever, Thelr contract labour wari etsËurd for only two yeurs¡ and while

the lubour ehortage lasted, they rvoulrl then attempt to move up tþe

occupatl6nal ladder, lcevlng the botto¡n Jobs once nore uncione. The only

solution was to lnduce a constant stream of voluntary ¡n1;-ratlon lrom tl¡e

Éome sourceg as the I).1).8 hnd come Ð Baetern and Í-outhern F;urope. fia¡rld

tumover of laborrr at the bottom dld not rnatter, as long a.e the supply

rvas Álw$"ys suff lclent.

In general , rvlth the expÊìnsl<¡n of the publ 1c economy, more Jobs

tlron workers were Þcomlng avai. l¡ibl e at all leve1s of tlte occupatlonal

hterarclry. There were not enor:gh Âustrollan-born workerc, elther sltllled

or ìrnskllkicl , to f111 the plece6, so mlgr¡rnts from ¿rl1 over IÌtrrope r:nd

Cornrnonwealth Jublls6 Cltlzonshlp Proceedlntsr Canberra¡ 22-26
Jan. 1951, quoted ln Crowley, t
pp. ã18-40.

I
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fronr aI 1 types of bnckgroulld wcre recruiteci. ,tlu$tríllian r'vorkers, betref it-

tlng frorn full einploym€¡rt, were less likely to cont¡t1 ain about their Job

security beirrg tÌ¡rt¡¿¡tened by thc nigrant infJ.ux and, as wellr tlielr status

!ve.6 corr'¡pfrratively enhsurced. 'Io ttra foreign rnlgrant, iLustrnlf a ctrulcl Ln

¡rreisenterl as ¡¡ lanr., of o¡¡t¡c¡rtunlty in wl¡lclr one st€rrtec at the l¡ottorrr but

could quickly lrork c¡ners way up.

l{onetheless, the fears of tlro t)ast stlll retnalned, md with tltotn

tttc preJudlco. 'I'hç¡ Fedoral Oovernment ornbarlcecl upon ¿rn cxtttnsive cairìpôlg¡t

to overco¡rre thc xenophobla end "dugo-baehing" and t<¡ lvelc<>¡no the ttnew

settlers."

?he liugtralian ¡lcoplo rnust help neìv@¡ners to
kreco¡ne aÊsl-m1l atod. lie havo þeen too prone 1n
the past to ostraciee thosc <¡f aI len blrtlt ancÌ
then to blame tl¡em for eogregatlng thentselves
û¡ld fofirlng r'oreign co¡¡ununlties. It is lce , not
they, rzho are general.Ly responsi.ble fo¡r this
co¡-rci itiorr r¡f af f e¡irs. 1

.'\ssuruncr,.s were ¡¡1von tþat tj¡'1 tlsþ mlgramts woulci alrvays li:.:ve priorlty.

Ihe tiovel'nrnent lnsl.sted that only "deslrable" ali,ens \rould be o]lolotl

entry, und that ctoslrablllty would be deterrnlned by rnost tjtritrgont

selectil:¡n scrocnlngs¡ they rvculd ttbe aclmlttecl only ju such numbers an<I

of such cl.asses thnt ttrey cün be roadily ass1nrllatedil; they rnust bo of

IJrùvelì 
ttgoocl cÏ¡arncter.rr3 In 1947 aD agreetnont \vas slgnc<l with the

i-ì¡'itlsh Government to provlcle fren ând asaistod passages to Britlsh

nrlgrants and, ln genoral., to facilltate a ¡n¡¡se transfer of populatlon

frorn o¡te country to a¡rother. Lt¡nllar agreennntÊ were soon Flgn€<i with

o

1. L'.1'J. Ìio.'à3, 1945-46, VoI . rV, pp. l2l7-18.

2. (lahvell cleclarecl in 1946 that "it le my ho¡re thert for overy fort:igrr
mlgrant there wilt be ten people from the United Klngdom"! Ëþ!.
No. 4, 1946-47-48, Vol . II, ¡r. 1049. IIla hopes rvere not nlet.

3" C.l¡.P. No. 4, 7946-47-48, Vo1. II, p. 1049.
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otl¡êr cour¡trlos; ln 1949 rvith l,ialtar 1951 ttr¡ I,¡ etherlanc¡s ancÌ lteüy,

1gö2 Genna:ty, 19ö4 Greece.l By 19fi8, over one rurtl s thlrd mllllort

rtlgrants hatt arrlvecl¡ Juet over l¡alf of t:ìerr vtero asslsted (soc Table 6).

ÂesistGd Total
lì atlonal lty No. Ë No¡ dn

ürt tl sh

I tu1 tan

Dutch

Pollsh
Ger¡ns¡r

creek

Y ugosl av

Hungarlan

úthere
Total Non-ljrltlsh

331, a31

32.87.s

59,8õô

6,4,879

4Q1823

221441

24r278

23rog7

lo()r3õ1

365,599

62

18

ö7

89

67

39

8l
87

õ8

52

632,8tr9

17,9r(.X)O

1oo, 123

73rN)A

6(]r561

57r 995

29,836

261477

L72rû38

699, A38

48

13

I
õ

6

4

2

é

13

ö2

tirand lo tal 096r8lþ õ2 I ,33Zrü$7 1ûo

uource: lf.u. Borrl.e, "'.lhe Growth of tho Australlan Populatlc¡n wittr
Pa¡ticu1arl{efere¡rcetothePerlocls1ncelg4?'''@,
VoI. 19 (f950-@)¡ p. lo.

Inttlally, thls migre.tlon crmpalgn appearad slmllar to those of the

pre-rrar Jea¡s (af¡art fron tìre greater nunbers of people rr¡¡d natlonullttee

involvecr): short-ter'¡n econornlc consideratlons held lilghest ¡rrlority. Thls

nee¡rt tllnt the fLrst to arrlve were large nu¡nbers of young, slngle ¡nales

who l¡ad assured acconnrodatlon (an.l thus would not cre¿rto pressure for

Eïovernment houering), and who were elther cIaßaec! as essentlal workere

for ,¡'ustrnllan inclustry or could be readfly employed. j.iore tilngle felnnle¡;

rvho f llted these condttir:ns were nlso rocruited. That ls, pr'lority uent

I P. Lynch, The Challengo of Changc, Imlgratlon Eefcralrce Paperr 1968.
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to slrr¡¡le ¡reop).e who woulcl become cconornlcally ptl.ottuètlve and soci¿,lIy

undetrlandlng from tl¡e ¡nt¡rnent of thelr arrlval .1 llut tÌ¡crc vras olso a

nnro lonl';-terln plen at \À'ork. The State ancl Conn<¡ilve¡rlth Covcrnmcnts

rvanted raptd trrt continuous ¡-:;rowtlr, of both rrroductlvlty and populatlon.

Once mlgra¡¡ts harl nrrived, tlrey had to bo persuaded to s:tn¡l. lliis ¡:eit¡ld

l;est þc done by llnklng each immÍUra¡lt to her./hj s n€tw country not

solely Ë-1$ Ílrn lndlvldual , Ì.t¡t as a mernl¡er of a famlly -- rvl¡ich woul(l hopo-

frrlly iake root, q,ould êncouråge aoslmllatlon, and mafnteln soclal

st¿r.bllity. llenctr, over tllne, there slowly emergeci an ex¡:licit concern

rvith fenlale rnlglcrrrts, a$ founders ¿mcì protectors of fn¡:tilles. ri,Ë ricll,

tho fernale ¡>ul:l lc ecr)nomy sr-fter the wür was expÐ-ntl in¡; at n rate fastêr

tha¡r the nrle (Ëee above, Chopter Three), Bnd there was a neerl for exjrllclt

¡:ecruÍtnent of fem¡rle mlgrant ltibour to fXll the Jobs.

l3y ttre m1d-196ûs, there begr-rn eimerglng the pamphlets, reports,

surveya and stuclleË', d16cusEcd above, vrhlch r t leFEìt ireriplir:rnlIy cteolt

wlth the ttmlgrant \toman problenr.tt But rvhlle womeu wore Éìtill aeen

funda¡nentally as r¡rlves and mothers in the home rather then tndlvicluals

tn thetr oran rlglrt, and ryhile tha,t ho¡ne wÉì3 !åeen as tpth baslc to tr¡t

sêparate from the wider soclety, tl¡c¡ same contradictlons r€m¿ìined¡ arlfl

migfant wornen wero etill caught ln the lmposslbltlty of becorning good

t'lìew i\ustra.]'la¡¡'r rvoflßno

Fron my sampl€ of Glenside womon, ttrere were th¡ee $,ho ltvccl through

theae cr¡ntradlctlons ae post-war mlgrantg. ¡tll thrce årri'ved ln tlre boom

decadc of tho flf tieat Katf.e /iLlen from ënglrurd, lrssllna llausa from

YugostavLa, and Carmelle Gulada from Italy. OnIy Ijestlna arrlved as e

1. Thls prlorlty was relnforeed by the lack of transport and accornmodåtlon
facltltlee consfdered neceËEßry for f anily unltEi g$J]. Ìio. 44,
L9464748, Vol. II¡ p. 1064.
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si¡rgIË ÅJublic t/o¡'ker¡ KaLtie uas ¡:art <¡f e f anilyrs r,ti;1r¿rtion¡ while

ilar¡nclla we,s sxplicitly rocruítc¡tl tc¡ bocotne a wife a¡rt. ¡rntlrer.

I'able 7. Glenstde llo¡nen.

liane tlofn Country illtgrated
of þlrth

Admltted llf e.rrled
to G.H.

Cl¡ildren ¡;eL¿Ltlvos
ln 9.4.

Ketle
Allen

l)estlna
Ilåusa

Ca¡¡nel1a
OnLada

lS3õ Italy 'fhr.ee
7ø61/4
/s

Nonc

IJrotlrer
ln Nrd..l.
Sibl lngs

1920 lingland l9õ5 19tr) ?lÐ42 F'lve

193U Yugoslrivia 1958 196() Îio

1960 l9'lO 1959

Katle Âllen arrlved ln Åugtralla tn 19õ5, during one of the ¡roirks

of post-nra¡ llrttish mlgratlon, when the ¿lustrnllan (iovet'nnpnt wus e]:pending

co¡rslderable nroney ontJ energy in âdv€rtls1n¡3:ìnrÌ recru1tLtt¡¡ ln tlte Unlted
I

Lln¡gdom.- She tvaÉ one of the over hal,f milllon lJrftons who arrlved ln

the ten yeare to 19Íi8. It 16 not known whether her paesage was aselsjted,

but the probabillty ls hlgh, slnce tÐit, of British arrlvals vere under

asal.sta¡rce Echemes. She crìme ae part of a famlly Sroupr as dld 84Y"

of assleted Ilrltleh mlgrarrts betv¡een 1955 and 19€{J.2 ttorry of the detalls

fro¡n KatierÊ extenÊive case notes hrrve been diecussed above (chaptcrs Two

r:ncl Three), but the notes also include some mnterlal relevant to her

status as mJ-grant. In 1960, when flrst adrnitted to ülenÊlde Uospltal

followlug a sulcl,de attempt, ltutf.e complalnecl of "her lnabtllty to actJust

to present envtronrrent lvhlch, after 5 yoars, tseÊms strnnge to me. t"

Over the next elght yoare, the notes recoxl her mony rr.ttcnpts to n,dJust.

I . Appleyerd, Brl tish tlnrlgretlonr Pp. 8g-1o6.

2. Âpnleyard, Brl.tleh Emlqration ¡ P. 12O.
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iiatle trled to find her place i¡l ¡lustrallan soclcty via l¡¡tl¡ tht¡ ¡rubl lc

r/ork force ¿nd ìror f :.rmlllr In both she faileci.

lhfoughout the Dotes, there ls the recurre¡rt tliel¡rc of ¡tersonal and

íar¡rllinl ambitior¡ for f fur¿rncial $ecurity untl o,(¡va.nce¡rtcnt. I)uring Ùlte

eight ye{trÊ, tl¡e irL len f ilrnily (Katle, her husband rrncl everitual live

ch.llclren) shifte<i house at least twice; 1'1rr iille¡t eitl¡cr r-:ttungecl jolrs

or ¡tttcnlpted to work ¡.rt two sltnultaneourly - ¡¡¡¡¡1i¡1g a sttall fa.rt¡ or

srr¿ill busl.ness a.ê welI ¿rs co;ìirrrutirrg lolrg <llsta^rrces driily to j,)r¡iti ern¡:loy-

licnt; F.r¡tle herself ¡novs"ct j.r¡ a¡rci c¡r¡t of the ¡:a1d ruork force ivitl¡ four

<lifferent types of Job -- procen;s worker, roceptlonist, trursery

¡rttend,cmt, teachr-rr. lhe¡ reaÊon she ge,ve for cc¡nstantly seerklng paicÌ work

rurre thnt rÌhe B,as t'fe.l up witlr tæing a lrousetvtrfe.rr Thc reason Ê.,he gove for

conqituntly abnndonlng pai.d i\Þrk rvas the exhaustlon of her clual career.

llo matter what else Bhe rìid, ehe was always r(]6ponslt¡Ie for tlre ¡nalrrtenance

,rf lit¡r farntrIy: ttrryÌ¡en sbe rvas rvorklrrg, was tlred rüd hLrsband r,ould not help.tt

1,'or xnost Eritons, the rnost lmportant motlvating f erctor ln the

<leclslon to rnJ"grate w-1s tho tt<leslre to llnpnove their soclo-econo¡ni-c

conçl1tlons."1 Thls embltlon was both lndtvldual and famillal:

mnny of tl:e f amily unlts, lrrespectlve of tlrc type
of nomlnatlon, felt that Austral.la offersd bettor
opportunltles not only for the¡neelves but for thelr
chlldren, whom tliey belleved may exp€rience dÍfficultlea
when they trled to e¡nter an employme¡rt market over-
supplled by the demographlc "trulge."3

$uch f a¡n1l1al ambition was strongly l¡nplied in AatlerÊ Rotes. She arrd

her husbd¡d worked hard, Irer cÌ¡lldren wore expected to carry the ethoe into

Âppleyard, @, p. 213.I

R.T. Âppleyarrir "soclo+jconomlc Deter
from the Llnlted lilngclotn to Australia,

mlnante of ilrltlah ilmlgratlon
" ln iitu.lv <¡f Inrn¡llrants ln

2.

Austr¡¡lta r od. Prlce, p. 28.
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the next generatlon. tlut they could not or would not cotnply. Trvo of,

the cÌ¡lldren were e¡rlleptlc, wfth one beltrg "s llttle dull (I.(;.80)r"

and the other "got rellgioue ¡nanid' eind refusetj to accecle to the "conÉ!.cler-

erble preszure re Unl. encl Teachers Col}ege" that Letto exerted. Another

son "fallecl at school, gone to work in e supernrarketr" wh1le the f,ourth

chftcl engaged in ehoplfftlng, apparently as & dellberate gesture to

thr.¡art hls entry lnto the Public Éiervico ("Êott accepted lnto the llubllc

tiervLc€ tr¡t on the nlght of toklng the Job he stole sone small artlcle").

Katlees reaction to all thls was refusal to belleve: "cantt lmaglne why

her boy ehould have enptlonal problems. Älso, now sho refuses to belleve

that her daughter coulcl posslbly be retarded."

For Katlere lruoband, the probable motl-vatlo¡r to rnlgrnte, to irrt¡rrove

the condltlons of llfe for hirnçe1f and hls famlly, ìì¡ould h¿¡ve been a

falrly eimple one, êxpressed ln hls lntegrated role es breadwlnr¡er. ¡'or

her chlldren, there was the tense, but falrly slmple cholce between

acceptance or refusal (or inabiflty) to comply with tk¡e ex¡¡ectations

placed upon tÌrern, F'or Katle¡, tlrere weÊi an lmpliclt contradlctlon between

her a¡nbltilcns for l¡erself os lndlvidual , ae wlfe, and as lnother. Tlre

three roles w6re lncompatlble, being sltuated on opposlte eides of the

gulf Þtnree¡r tlre ¡rubllc workforce/publ lc world snd tìre prJ.vate honreo

Sjuclr contradlctlons, of couree, wero not un@ru¡þn for many lvgmen tn l¡outh

Austral la during the 196Os. But for l{atle¡ t}rey were ¡lrobably exacerbated

by the strong anbltlon rvhlch operated ln bottr åreås E the ambltlon whlch

waa tÌ¡a Juetlflcatlon for mlgratlng. IIer attempts to eucceod fn both

orêBËir to reconcile tiie lrreconcl.lable, led her to ferllure all round, to

tenslon worry, depression, to nfne yeaxs treatnent ln a psyehiatrlc

luspltal and its out-patlont unlt, to confuelons abtrt what Êhe waa dofng

in ¿Lustral 1a and what hact gone wrong.
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Ae wtth liatle A11en, the case-notes of Destlna llausa, a Yugoslnv

nrlgrant in the Glensic¡e såilnple, have been dlecuseed at¡r¡ve 1n rolatÍon to

her workln¡¡ 1lfe. I]estf.na arrlved In Âuetralla ln lfìÞ7r ehllted to

¡lclelalde ln 1958, ancl wss admlttert to GleneXde HoÞpltal ln 1960. The

only cletalls kno$n about the nature of her lnlgratlon wero that "sho has

a brother tn $ydney -- no other relatlves ln ¿\ustrall&r" Íil¡e rrlso had

orre female frlend In ÂciolaLdt¡, and a fgllow countryman, t'rvlth wlrom' 5hê

had previously lreen boardlng."

Iletween 194? and 19õ1, over 23r0tl0 Yugosl 6ve arrlved ln ¡"tustrul 1a

ns <tlsplgced persons frotrl the refugee calnpÉ of t'.ulope.1 l¡estiners

brother was probtrbly one of these. Ilntlt 1966, the brders of Tugoslavla

were croaecl to all genoral rnigratlon, so ln 1957 llastlne woulcl hat¡€

mlgrated from outslde tho æuntry. tihe may h¿ive been resettlec! e-Isewhere

ln t-lurope after the wl<lespread rtiçtocntlon of the tis'st lluropean populatÍon

after the war; clternetlvely, r:he mny lnltlalIy have left the country

a6 ruì tllegal lnrnlgrant.2 llresumebly, her brother ln ,/\uetrnlfa worked

out hls two year D.P. eontract frs sü unsklllect vr¡orker, tì¡en set nbout

t¡etablfshlng hlmself sufflclently to be able to nornlnate llestlnn for

mlç';ration. That 1s, he baslcally g;uarenteeci to pl ace her ln ault¡¡bls

eccomnp'dçtlon antt flnd hor employrnnt. t3y tþe ¡nld-tÉl$Üs, there ufag¡ a

etrong denand for unsklllecl female, as well as ntale, lsbü¡r throu6hout

fiuntralia, ond tlre crlsls ln tl¡e hc¡uot¡-tn¡lldirrg induotry Ìrncl easectr nrcklng

acconrmoclatl.o¡¡ ler,s a bar to migrtrtlon. Aa wetllr llestlna may have

recelved (iovornn¡ent asslstu¡¡co aE an- ln¡nediate fanlly mentber of an

^uËtralinn 
reeld*tt.3

1 $ee Tahle 4.a

2.D.CoxandJ.I.l,isrt1nl@,IleËea¡c}rIÈeport,Conmlss1on
of Inqulry f.nto trlovÉrty (Canborra: Australlan Covernnent Pulrlt.ehlng
servi.ce, 1975) r pp. 54-69.

3. Only 2Ol:.1 of Yugoslev long-term and permanent arrivals ln Austral la
ln 19õ7 w€re aasleted; Ðeparùnent of Inmlgratlon,
.$!þ]!\g, No. 26, APrll 1958, P. 9.

S tatlstlcal
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Destlna Brrlved ln fiydney, where Eh€ stayed wltlt her brother for

a whlle. Then pregunsþly, ìvord ctrno of ttre vast ex¡)anslon of work

opportunlties 1¡r Sioutb ¡tustralla il¡here the electrical lndustry had bêgun

t.ts lah¡ur-lntenEtve rna6g productlon of trarlslÉtors (see above, Chnpter

Three). Lìe$tlna ìvas se¡rt lnto the care of a fellow æuntrymarl , who

regartted her ttas a aister." Shu boarded wlth thia nan, tlten, when he got

a.Job u,t the boetel asËocinted wlth the fs.ctory, he ¿ìrr¿illged for her to

ILve tlrere.

In regard to ueetine.tÊ admiselon to Glenslde lIospX.ta"l, some six

montha later, tì're fact that she waÊ â young, slnL{le, mlgrant womirn llvlng

alone ln nn nnonymous hostel with few frienqìa or kln could easily be

se€n as creatlng suffl.clent lonelin€sÉ or ten8lon to have lnrluccd a

ttl¡roalicloü,n." llut suclr condltlona were not unusual for sing;le fen¿rle

ralg:rnnts, anrl overall seelned to have had no slgniflcarrt adverse ef{ects

on tholr mentnl hoplth¡ in f act, such $'omen ìArere dleproportlonately

less llke1y to be aclnltted to ¡nental hospitalÊ.1 I'erhaps more lntportant,

however, thân her Bge or marital etatus was her no.ttonal1ty. In many

stuctj.oe of migrant mental henlth, lt has boen slrotvn that lEnstern liuropesn-

born mJ.grante, and Yu¡1oelr¡vs ln Þartiqrlar¡ hud an extrenely hlgh rate

of aclmlsslon lor schlzophrenia, the category under rvhlch lleetlna wae

rltagrroued. r-our tl.¡nss ÍKrr€ $orrÊn of [.]astern liuropean-blrth were admltted

to psychlatrlc hospltals cifngnosed as schlzophrenlc than the av€rege for

the entire Âustraltan feruale populatlon.2 Therç see¡n to be no setlsf¡¡ctory

I a Kruplnskl and stoller, "Fam1l y Lffe and ìr4ental Ill llealthrt' P. 142.

Cade Rnd Kruplnsltl, "Incldence of irsychlutric Uleordera in Vl.ctorlar"
p. 4$2; see also, Krupinskl ond Stollerr' Incldence of Ì'lental llls-
or<lorrtt pp. 26?-g8; Kraus, ttsoclal !'actorsr* pP. l7-tr}i K.A. Leght
"Iitudy of Yugoslav l.llgrenta in
the fiydney l,Ìotropolitan .¡lres.r" 21 ,
lio. 1 (llerch 1967) r pF. 2-7.

2.
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explanatlona for thls eplclenrlologlcal. phenornenon. i{oreover, sorne doubt

h¿re been ra.lsed ea to the very exlætence of tho phenomonont tt has beon

arguecl thet tlÉ statl$ticÊ rr6re Êrttficlslly hlgh bcause of f,uetrallan

tJ.octorsr cliag;nostlc practlces belng lnf luencecl by thc cultural discr.e¡rancy

betrroen the¡n and ti¡e Yugoslav pntlent.l

There are certatnly htnte withln L¡ostinars cnse notes that auch

con8eçuencea of cuLtural dlscrepûncy u/ere operatlve. Deetino wrl6 tta good

worker.tt ljh$ was aLvays ttr.,tlrer clulet¡ ênd over tlre luot *eerk lþefo¡'e

her ecirnlssLoil hecl beco¡rre nìorrr Bo.tt ¿lt the f actory, hov¡ever, ehe had

begun to lau¡çlt r'urd cry without ex¡-rlanatloî¡ ,llpaottlng.hcr fellow-rvorkere,

¡r¡rd w¡.rs eventually ccrtlflcd ry ttre f actory c.loctor. lJestlna $polie sottÊ

ì!n6l.ish, lr¡t wês rather urrco-operatlve l¡eceuse "she tnslsts sl¡e 1s quite

well." 'Iho only ex¡:,lenatlon âslducecl for her bel¡avl.t¡ur by tho (ìlonrtdo

cioctors was that

she hsr(l fallen in love wlth a youngj norl at work and
was thlnktng too much about thls and talktng to lrer-
uelf. irhe agrees she wÐs akrormally axcltalrle n¡rd
Bays Éhe le much better now. Ilowever, ehe telle nÌ€

hær mucl¡ sho 1e ln lorrc wlth thls boy who, rhe says,
does not know her at all.

In tls notee, there is ænElderable confuelon ¡.rbout tht¡ etory. By one

veralon, the msri she was ln lovo with was the fel low-countryman rvho¡n her

brother hacl entrueted wtth her care when ehe cam€ to Adelslde. In another

verslon, thts fe[ott-countryms¡r becomeo "an Itallan boyfrtend Ln whom sho

Êays th€ is not deelpty lnterested." Änd finally, tlrere waÉ "tüeorget --

a young man employed at Phlllpo whom lJestlna llkes (enr1 thtnkE ehe lovee)

but apparently hag ¡rot been out wlth or even spolle¡¡.ito hlm."

l{€r€f then, wo.s a qulet young wo¡nan, uns€ttled af ter con;lderable

ml.gratlon wfthin'and frt¡¡r¡ Europe a¡rd then acroas Australia. Íihe ws,g

1 O Cox and hlartin, Selfa¡e of &iigranta, p. õ9.
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lsolt"tecl , wtth few frlends, end not ì.lkely to make ttrem easlly because

of her forelgnness, lnndequate Englleh, end baelc shyness. She !Í$E

nonettroleas looklng for frlencls, in particulur male friends, ¡rnd s;o she

developed u "cruEh" - a PaÊFlonato lnfatuotlon from Êfar -- e falrly

cormnon phenomenon rìrnong young r{ornenr She laughed a.nd erlec} and talked

to Ì¡c'rself about thls becsugê she hacì fenr others to tall< to, ancl fewer

stlll wlro s¡roke her fçrngusge. Iter rryorkmates were disturbed by her behav-

lour þcause they dld not know her, nor tvhy she acted a¡+ she Cld. They

slmirly observod a change from her prevloue rluiet and consclentlous

bei-rnviour. The f actory rjoctor who certlflect her 1',,a.!: arl rlugtralf¡¡¡r¡

and hls basic ootlcern rv¿rs not so mucÌì v¿ith tl¡e general and long-term

hs.-¿1 th of the ruorl<ers as wlth tÌ¡eir worh perforuÉrnce. ÂË an olcier,

.,lustrr¿lan, tr)rofcsslonal rnale, he was at a conslderable rJletance frorn

ÐcÉtlnars youthlul , mlgront, r'rorhlug claês, femele excltabiltty ancl

lnfaturtLon. The sltuatlc¡n iB descrll¡e<.! succlnctly by telek hllnc:

cultursrl ltlloeyncracl-eE and behavlotrr dlJfêrences
further compllcate the posslblltty of IEgEgtg and
prcvent empathy. ¡lpart from the technical lan¡¡uage
dlfflculty, one 1g dlsturbed þ dramatlc overêmphasla,
by touct comf¿l alning, by unnece$Eary gesture, wltlch may
be a natural way of communlcntlng ln another cultural
tî¡:o{¡p (even noro F.ccentuated by the nsurotlclgr¡ of the
notlent) r lfe alsej reeent the attitude of the forclgn
patlènt vrho, beln¡4 ungure of b.f s nêì,lr .c;urroundÍngs, shoìrys

Ie¡e trust ln the new cloctor âa well.r

Destlnars fellow workers ånd s¡p€rvlsors wore dlsturbed by lror

belnvlq¡r, en expla¡¡etlon was neerled, she dld not glve a s¿ttlefactory one,

so the ¡nedlcal professfon found one; schlzophrenla. Itatl llestlna had a

famlly or a group of, close frlt¡nds who could underetand her behavlour,

who could have kept her away from wor.k. and even ¡:ersuaded her to take

the tablets, lt Is posslble that i..¡estina would rrot huve been certlflc'tl , on

1. l,illnc, "Heolth Þroble¡ne of À¡1grant6r" p. 89.
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tl¡ls occisio¡r ¡.rt least.

îhere seeins little ho¡ro of i¡n¡ædlate irnproventent
and ae ahe haa no relatlveg ln s.A. and few frfends.
lt ulll bo noceecary for lrer tr¡ stay ltr hoe¡rital
for sone tLme.

In early 197.ü, Carnella Cnlada wae dropped at the front dtrcr of

Gle¡relde Hoepttel by her husba¡rcl who ssld he rvantetl her to have lruned1ate

treatment and then teft for hle home 1n tl¡e l{lv€rland wlthout fi¡rther

explanatlon. Gannelle's lüngltsh was almoat non-exlÉtent. The doctore

were puzzled. An lnterpeter waa called ln, b¡t Ca.rrnella denLecl ha,ving

any eyrnptoms of nervous dlsorder, any marltal problems, otr any knowledge

of thE ¡'eaÊon she was thero. The cloctors concluded that there 6p¡:eated

to be no eviclence of trrstabf,llty anct no r€ason for her to re¡naln ln

hoepital . ,'ihe wås therefore to be kept overnight, then put on a traln

back to the hLverland. That night, an entry in the notee reed:

to keep her really eedated¡ €6pr tofl¡orrow mornlng
ae slre had efipocted tt¡ go horne. iilñt 1É to etay in
hoepltal. Certlflcatlon papers wlll be eent --
ai¡<¡ut 3 deys. n¡rpaÌently trieci to l¡ar¡n hor chlldren.

Ca¡'¡nellars l¡¡cal cloctor sent lr¡ tirie certlflcate c.ventuallyr but lt did

not cornply witlr the legal" s¡:,eoif lcatlons. 'fen cls.yg lateç, Cur¡¡¡ella wåË

dlscovered to be mleslng, snd lt was learnt that É¡]rc hed returneci l¡o¡ne.

Nothln¡g ct¡ul¡l be dono 1€gslly to haw l¡er t'eturneci as she ired alw¿y¡

treen¡ teclnicslly, a¡r infor¡nal patisnt. But three days laterr she 'sê8

b¿rcli i¡r trospltal r¡uder a J¡P.'s orcler. 'l'his tine sire haci beer¡ drlven

tlæ eeveral huntlrsl mlles by the polico,

i,iedlca-I Certl.ficate¡ Iloctor: durlng exarnilratlon
slts Ln chalr rocklng fron slde to etcle, elther
whimpcrlng or whieper'lng unintelllgi'bly.
lSrotler! ri¿ys tl¡st somebody fu. trylng to take her
chlldron awey and lrlll them. f"Ieo eays that evorytbl'ng
1g red.
Pollee¡ has bean plcked up wanderlng slong the roada
at aII houre of the day and nlght abut once or twlce
a weqrk for the lest several months.
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Nurae interpreters a¡rd an lüalla.r¡-spealil¡rg tloctor were ctùled in, ìrer

relatlves were contacteci hnr phone. She stuyotì ln hoepital two rnontl:Ét

tÌ¡en returnecl hor¡¡e, wlrere she u/as po''loüicslly vtslted by a i,iental llealth

Visltor on countr.y circul"t f rom Glensldo. Áfter two yeÉ¡¡'s, Ilolvov€r, she

v/É¡i returnerl to hospital , ugafn u¡rdÊr ccrtif icr¡tion, arui stuyeci slx r¡ronthe.

{-rver all tl¡is t1lne, hel' di'agnoele rrurgeci fronr dcpreeEior¡ wlth schizold

{e¿tures, through peranc¡ir.i schlzoplrrenier, aty}¡iceL clopresel.;rn rl¿rtin6 from

¿¡, puerpet'erl psyclrclsle af te¡' tlp laet chlld, t¿lrdo¡'I lnc ¡¡tentaJ- retardatlon,

to "å vsry unsuital¡le fit¡irritgc."

Ca¡'rnelLa {jnlurte I,Jû.g born ln 1035 1n Loutherri rÙaly. iler L¡rotÏ¡er

a¡¡cl sistor n1gratecl to ¿outh Àu"stral la ut sorl:e stuge and ustablÍshecl

tl¡e¡neefvcs ln a¡t ItuI 1a¡t Ëroup settlcinent in tl¡e iilvcrlslto of ioutli

¡,ustrêIia. IIt 1Ðûü, Lt Wus arranged tl¡at Plle t,houl,d ¡n¡¡rry, by ¡rroxyt

a Yugoelov oettlr¿C, on âr¡ lsolatod farrn in that ci1 ¡:trl et. þever¡ ¡nonths

lator¡ at ti¡e ege of 24, a);^e nigro.terJ to /tusitraf ia anc¡ ¡lct hcr irusb{ilcl

for the f'irr:t tilne. b'ron th¡¡t very flrst day¡ her husÌ¡ernd rv¡¡s t'dlsappolnted"

ln her. ;ì¡e t'coukl ¡¡ot fi¡rtJ her $/ay orouud the l¡<¡uee, evelt eonfuslng

the b¡rtl¡¡oom and 8,.c." Ile thought her o<tct, and thoy bcgan huvlng "c¡ulte

a ft¡w zrrguments aE 6he woulcl not agree with hi¡n." îTl.thitt ¡r ye¿rr she had

a Êonf th¡.:n eve¡¡tuully two othere. ¿\fter tlre blrth c¡f thiu thlrcl chIId,

üefmel la began to neglect tt¡e houee anrt chlldren, she æuldnrt rn6¡''g6.

Stte took to ryülklng Eeven mlles lnt<¡ tlre local tovlnship where her !:rothcr

untl slgter llved. Í,he wûs restless, depressed, could not slee¡r anrl tuas

vsry lonely ancì l¡o¡nt¡Elclç. iíer brother re¡:ortecl: "too lt¡[ely irr tt¡e tx¡eh

-- pu1n in head -- go ¡r¡sd tl¡etre.ti larrlng thls pertod, CarnrcIlate mother

was brougl¡t put from Italy for B vi,sit, ffnance¿ by the bc¡tl¡er a¡td hu6ba¡rd.

Then cau¡s a nephew for a vislt. h1r. Gnlada complalned
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nephew rvas better looked after than husbantl,
"thc bcEt for hlm," then he found out ca¡nella
hnd a reletlonshlp with nephew, went to doncee
wlth hlm, leavlng tbc chlldren alone, etc.,
gosel.p. He <11d not want nephew, but al 1 Itallans
got or hla back, Ied to ctuitc a b1g ecandal .

Mr. Gnt.ada fq¡nd all Carnellatp ferntly "odd." He rnixed only wlth tlre

Yugoel,ava of the dl,atrlct.

It was at th1¡ tlne that both Carmellars brothu and husband had

her admltted to hoapltal. Acørdlng to f,ír. Gnlada, what was wrong wlth

Carmella wes

(r)
(z>
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

ehe le unÞarable
she couldntt cope vrlth her famlly
shÊ waÉ crylng all tha tl.ne
her affairs wlth 2 ¡nen
she dldnrt llke h1n
he feelg overpowered by the ltallans of
her f,amtly.

The flnal entrles tn the Àlentajl t{oalth VlsLtorra report lnrilcatecl Carmollare

eltuatlon ln 1973.

At hone alone. No lmprovercnt l,n hot¡sowork, otc.,
but seems better when sha talkr. Husbsnd has not
encoureg€d her ln atry H'ay. Hard to lfve wlth --
f wouÌd not be surprlaed lf she relapsce agaln
and that h€ nay not want to take her back. . . .
Keeplng f alrly well. I{er mother rltert ln ltaly.
Not eo much honesicknees now.

Ilere, tn Carmella Gnladars caË€r 1s lmplted nuch of tlro tragecty of

mlgrant womênts lLves tn Aupt¡ålf.a -- the adJunctive nature of f,emale

lnrnlgratlon, thelr tlouble lsolatlon wtthln their new q¡Iture and y'tlthin

thefr own famlllea, tl¡olr lirck of f lnencla¡ lndependonce, errd the poverty

of thelr llves tnrough lo6s of kLn and frlends. Carmellars ¡ttuatlon

ae deecrtbcd 1n the notes wot¡Id a,ppeor to be quttü paradlgmattc, or rather,

an extrerû€ exomple of the genelal case. Mlnc reported on the sltuation

Ln 19622
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turnlng to t Ìre .recolìt lv()lnelt arli vala, $/e flnd
that they sIEo may b prone to physlcal aelf-
concern. ilut their ünxÍety (and lts consequent
s}'Irptons) le moetly d.¡e to what haa boen tertæd
"1eck of sup¡rclrtlng group." The wife of the
mlgrarrt, who follored hcr husband t¡ero af,ter
severnl yefrrs of vrrtitXtrg, ls vory cloeely Iinkø¡t1
wlth hor funtly left behlnd. Tlrero ls a palnful
<ìcprlvation of @¡ûpiìnlonehip, of physicol r¡nd rn<¡ral"

support, tìelegated to her home, and with a language
dtf l'fsu1ty proveutlng tle fortnotlr¡n of nerv contacts
(thle often le âÌao a vlcloua ctrcle), Êhe hus only
her nostalgltr r¡rcÌ herself to occupy her rvlrile ht¡r
husba¡rd la away et work. Srs1l chlld¡en tnay tæ ot
s;ome hclp, ht nrty also couÉe actdetl prcöccttpa.tlon.
If, Xn such s Ëltuatlon, the husba¡td hae to a,ccept
a job elsewherer or everr is put orr r;hlftrvorl;, :rn

arxlety eyndrone wlll nearly always êppear¡ $jonre of
rny clruntry colIcugues ]¡¿ìve m¿lorr si¡nili?,[ ob$orvatlo¡rs. I

,.a & rnl$rant, Carmella riufferod frûrr¡ lro¡ne¡sickness, only partly

assuugcd by l:er brother rrncl ¡;1 ster livlng so¡ue rnf1es Erwey irrl<Ì J¡r:r lnottx¡r

l:rrd ne¡rbew cc>mtng to vi.slt. Iiverr thsn¡ they were all $ever1 r¡tlle¡: a\vrl,y,

i.r¡rj ¡il:rr: i¡a¡i to tyulJ,¡, thr¡t rì1ctr:nce rrrrd bock eacl¡ ti¡lo s;lrtl r,¡isltc<ì to see them.

('rir'.s it s!¡ply thnt lt tvaÍi sù urrusuÉù fur ¿r wor:rêu to rvrillt ¿rlone r'lon¡¡

country rondr;, even rvlth a definlte destirratlorr, that Carnrellrr wrrç, picked

up hry tlrtr 1:o1 lce nnel clrarged v¿i.th rvanderrlng at¡road?) In Ituly, eire r'¡otrlrl

beve Iived l¡r a village envlionÍrcnt wlth kin and frlcnds nealby; she

would prcbrìbly have expected to norry rvlthln tie v111age aÊr rvsÌl. tut,

l{)rû{x) mlles away ther€ ryas li.ttle she coul.cl rlo nlput thl-s llolreslclcnegø.

ljltlmatetry, ¿r11 cl¡olcc ¡¿ntl declcion lay wltlr her husband. tihe hatl tnen

contrlrcted for, she hoo been tr¿.¡rsported, tlte rost of, her lifo rvas to

bo obedlenc€ to hcr husbênclr Conslderlrr¡1 tlre lnter evente, hovrever, tt

ls sornewhe.t stronge that the rnnrrln¡1e harl evor cone cbortt. From l!r.

thllaclarr; story, t,here rvÊs obvioully sorrc antlpathy t¡etween tlrt¡ Ital.ians

¿¡¡ld the Yugoslavs of tl¡e country tor'¡n. [Jut even so, [1r. (inladn needeci o

vl1fe, aÉr u s€rva¡rt and breeder, to keop the house while he uloe uut worlilng,

I À{1nc, "ilealth Prohrsne of liltgrantsr" pp. 86-87.
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,to prep&r€ lils meals und r'¡ash his clotltes, to l:roviclc lrlrn wlth uex ontl

r,¡ j.tl: cl¡lld:t'¡r to trork rvlth hlm. A lnnll-oraer ¡iroxy arrungecl through

locsl ¡rc(¡uÉl.ntsncÉF tvas a clreaper propooltlon than ltt'rving to rcturn to

llur.opc hir;rself to find a brlde. Ând betrng a Yugoslav, tte InDy originally

he,ve boen r,r refugee wlth cc¿'.ttered or no fnrnJly connectlons left through

rvho¡r¡ to arra¡rlTo a fanrlly marr18g6. í]o he orderècl n brirle nnd obtnlnsd

Irrstf¿rllnn üover:ntnent o.agistance to brlnf] ]ìer ()ut, thr't a nc¡w f anily

rrright þe estnbl 1$,hed ln a nev¡ land. (An nsslsted tr)aesage ÍjcÌre¡ne for

yugosÌarvs clicl not begln operallorr untll 19?$. Insof ar n$ :,ir. (ìni-atìe

ì,/Ëìs descrfbec! ln the notes as a fairly ¡ænny-plnchlng; m¡rn, tieeirlng only

a har(i-worklng tvlf,e fro¡n ri rrrârrf age of convenience, ít eee¡rrs ¡rossible

to eurrrrj.se tl¡¿"..t he or<lerecì tm lt¡rllen rvlfe rnther tha¡r a Yu¡;oslav onc!

because the fr:rllrcr vlerc c¡l(!$.per to truncport.)

Car¡uella l¡erself hsd l.lttle say ln these BrrilnfîoÍrerits. iibe simply

rJid as she was tolql i)¡¡d ì.icìnt rvhere she was serrt, Lnto ân unknc!ryn worl'd.

(:rnce establielred in ttre buell, ¡;he trled to turn her lonely 11f*: lnto a

little l)fece of vtllage ltaly, t¡.lt that ¿ìrou6ecì her husbandre Jealousy

nnd createtl 6isso¡Ë1on. Éiho tried to turn her chlldren lnto an Itolian

f arnlly, br¡t the ,\ustralian educatlon systom began to asslmllate thetnr to

irnl¡ue t¡enl wLth lrustrellan o-¡lture ancl language: ttthe chlldrên . . r are

findlnß lt rnore difflcul.t to communÍcate wlth Ìpr ln her dlalect.'t 'Ihe

couclitlons of ltor llfe were lnsu¡:portable¡

FIr. Gniada ls aìrare he wouldnrt got another tÅtoman

to live ln the clrcumstancee he provlclea. . . .
Conslderlng lt all wae only a rnarrlage of convcnlencet
!,t has t¡ecolne much less convonient to stay marrled.

But Ca¡mella had nowhore elee to go.

In sors of the cases cliÊct¡esed in pr€vlous cltapters, tho hospttel

canp to bo soer¡ by the womeD aB a place of refugo, of retreat for a ehort

tl.¡r¡e frour the pressuleo of trylng to þ good wlves ar¡d ¡uothere in the

honË. For Carmella, a¡rd for nnst non-Engllah sp€aklng migrant women, there
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rÂ,t¡E no posËitrllity of r.;uc!¡ ítlter¡rat iv<¡. ïerr Cla:"melI a, tlte hos¡lit&l woe

{jn even ¡r¡orc hostlLe r¡nci forelgn envlronment t}¡¿i¡r l¡or ho¡ne. lihe was

re¡rorted coustnntly to be "walIlng ]ourlly (It¡rllan etylc)." Än inter-

preter wa6 l)rovlcled only rvhen the doctors wisf¡cd to e:,x¿unj-ne i'rrrr ¿ìrìd wag

not evall¡¡ble when Ëhc s/lshed to enguge lri ordinary soclal interc*¡rÊe.

Group Äctlvity! ¡nental condition plus l¡ngsage barrier
make her lnpoeslble to conmunlcatê $,lthr therefore not
ir¡volved in c,ny tvard octÍvltles.

Une r:f Ircr eym¡:torns v/os tlat cllre talkod to tlorself e lot, ¡rcsulnably

because therc wåra no one else wlro unclerstood ft)r lnngr¡aíjr). (It nlght

l¡e rrotecl here th¿rt Í.ichaecbter re¡rortecl that wailin¡1 nncl t:rlklri¡; to one-

s.;olf rvere v(¡ry cor,Ìnon exprerìslc¡ns of al¡xi<¡ty r.nd frustratlc:n ru,rongst

patfents surrout¡decl by peo¡rIe co¡rst¡¡ntly t;peaklng foreigrr lirngutges.

rlven Unglfslr-speuhing patlents oevelo¡rocl suci: t¡el¡¿rviour ,,¡hc:n placcd ln

wnrdÊ co¡rtai.uing txtly furoign-speakers. )l

ås a womr¡nr C¡rr¡¡eIIe suffered fronr i¡elng a housorvife, rulecl over

by lrer husbondrs rlgi<t value structure that quichly carne tntc¡ confltct

wlth hers. Iie appa¡ently ì:ellevecl tha,t the purpose of €! ¡nsnrs ltfe rvas

to rvork harti a¡r<i rnake rnoney, then hoard or lnvest Lt rathr¡r thnn s¡-rond

it, a¡rd to pass lt on to l¡ls chilclren lntact¡ "/öirnellg/ resents heLp-

tng hurbend nralie ¡nore ¡noney that she wq,¡ld never eo€ anyholv. . . . 5he

ls 61ck of llving ln prlnrltlve fashlon now hers eetabllslted." Þfr.

G¡ri:rrla ¡rpparently Hlleverl thgt tt was his rvlfefs duty to remaln se:arally

fnithful to hlnr, to bear htm children rvhorn ehe would keep clean, well fed,

and protected from harm. lihe s¡I¡ou1d obey hin ¡¡nrl agree rvitli hlm. iihe

should renounr;o l¡er famlly of origln Ð at least 1n lorge part -- and

cleqv€ to l¡1m only, needing neither frlends nor kln b¡t hlnrself and tlelr

chlltlren. i.:he should nc¡t atte;mpt incle¡rendent cr:nt¿ct rvith the u'orld, ht

b setlefied wltl¡ lta nodietlon tl¡rc¡ugtr her fonily (after thirteen y€års

1n AuÊtral1a, she stlll had "Ilmlted !ingll"h"). 
^nd. 

dolng all thts, ahe

should be happy, not depreseed nor complalnLng nor dleeatlefled.

1. Schaechter, "Psychoses 1n Fenale 1,11 granter" p. 461.
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æNCLUSI

I. Ttrc In¡tltutlon¡.

Thle thoal¡ bae been concernêd wlth soclal control¡ wlth the dleclplln-

fng e¡rd llmltetlon of lndtvidual bchavlorrr through tho op€ratlon of " 
g.rrå""-

ordcr¡ wlth ¡one of the waya ln whlch half of the South Auatrallcn

poputctlon wEõ dtrected to bocom "wonen" durtng thc tventleth centurT.

I have not rtteupted to analyrc why the gender-ordcr cxlsted, but rathcrt

how rspect¡ of lt sorked a¡rd what were ltt effects. Tbc ncln body of tho

tho¡l¡ d1¡61r.É3 the lnago¡ of thc good vonan that ttuec ¡pcelflc and naJor

!,natltutlons ûlntElned as tbctbg most approprlste to cach of thclr ¡oclal

purposca. Broadly rpceklng, at the lcvel of publlc rhotorlc, thero va¡

@onaonou¡t crch lnstltutLon upbsld the ldcel of the good wonan ¡¡ bclng

slfc end mthcr¡ thc good ronan'¡ placc wa¡ ln the home, cs thc hcart ol

tbo tenlly. Thls ldcat waa ¡tcadfaatly proclalmcd by thc Bducatlon Dcpart-

nont, th€ Arblrtratlon Syatcn and the Imnlgratlon tÞpartmcnt acro¡¡ tbc

fffty Vcarr from tÐÐ to 1971). HoFvGr, wÌ¡en lt canG to the actual

practfuc of the lnetltutlone, to the appllcd level of the ldcalr thc lnagc

bcgan to rpllntor. Thc rhetorlc held that thc Ldc¡l Ys¡ a netur{

phenoncnon snd lnmutablo. Tbe praetto revealod that lt va3 e flc¡lblc

eoclal ænstrtrctlon thet could br and sag ¡aodtf 1ed to thc varylng frrPo3ce

of cach lnatltutlon.

Tbe Educatlon Department wa¡ noct crçrecrly caught ln the contre-

dictlon brtwesn the ldaa.l as netural and lt¡ lnposltton aoclally, bctrccn

rhotorlc end practlce! lf vlfchood a¡rd motherhood vcrË the nah¡ral

conBagucnccr of bccomlng E romgn, how wcre thcy to Justlfy, flratlyt

tcachlng domcitlc arta to glrla, and s€condly, enploylng tonon cl tcacher¡?

Tha flrct quoBtlon rag dcalt wtth by three lntcrtvlnlng argunc¡rtl ovcr the

llfty lr&atr Domstlc art¡ re¡ !,nltlally vocatlonsl trslnlng for tho

rpcctf lcally fcrnalc publlc occupetlon¡.that glrlr would cngago ln bctnrccn
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leavlng echool and ent*lng marrlage: aa domcstlc scrvants aDd seam-

Dtr6asca. Untll the 193Os, thla arggnent was som€what convlnetng, slncc

3ggÛ of wonon ln the ¡n¡bllc workforcc workd ln these Job¡ (¡oe Chapter

Thrac, lable ?). ¡lfter the Seænd World Vlarr bowevcrr lt beceme tnposalble

to euetaln, ae the percentagc of wom€n ln thesc occtrpatlone dropped to

slxteen ln 1947 ûtd to nlne ln lg7t. The eeond grrgument eaw domectlc

arta aa a aclencc: vom6n mtght b wlvea and ¡nothcra by nature, tr¡t ln

order to bc good onea they necded to tran¡form lnatlnct lnto technlquc.

Tht3, howcvcr, rva¡ wldcly ¡cen ¡a ¡ebotaglng the ldcalr and wgs not

granted much cradence et any ttme, èxccpt by doneetlc erts tcaclprg. Thc

thlrd Justfficatlon weB morê overtly tdeologlcal" fiome glrll slmply

nlcaod or¡t on thelr natural herltagc -- m¡¡rlng elthc or both that thcy

wcre atupld a¡rd necded to have even minlnal standa¡d¡ lnculcatcd, and/or

thet thelr fenlly backgrounds were unsatlafactory (unnatural) and thcy

would lcarn bad habtts from their notlprs and reproduce then 1n auccecd-

tng genorattona unlecs the echool etepped ln. Thle arguænt becamc Þre

pronouneed as thè yea¡B progr€sÉad and the content of dome¡tlc art¡ ¡hlftcd

fræ mchanlcal, lnatmmental tralnlng ln cooklng a$d clcanlng to rcrc

cxpl lc1tly rrcrel trafnlng tn approprletc socl'al bahavlour.

Berlcally¡ all thrce argumcntr vcro unsati,efaetory. lhat wa¡ rcally

et ¡takc rc. the pumo¡c of cducetlon. Insofa¡ Bt lt waÊ conlldercd to

bo prcperation tor future llfe, there waa fett to be a nccd for boya and

gtrlr to havc dlffcrent cducatlong lf thelr llvc¡ sçrc to ba as dlfferent

a¡ tho ldea,la ol the gcndcr-order postr¡latcd. But the rcal world, ovcr

thc flfty ycåra, canè to bc les¡ clcarly s¡rd t'naturally'' setrcgatcd.

Itlomnr¡ a¡¡d ments 1lves overlapprd conetsntly and, ag cltlzen¡ a¡rd lndlv-

lduala, nany of thclr rlghts. dutlec and actlvltlea wcrc conlng to bc rprc

s¡rd nore glmllar. Thc gcnder-dl¡tlnctlon ln educatlon thu¡ necdcd to

bcs¡ne norc and morc ¡ubtle. Done¡tlc arta tralnlng wae too bletant and
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crudr a ncans of günerally lnculcatlng e fo¡nlntne ldcal, and was lnoreas-

lngly dcrnotcd a¡ e valued and c¡scntlal part of glrlrr ddr¡c¿tlon.

Tho a¡cond nraJor contradlctlon faclng the Educatlo¡r Dcpartment vae

that 1f sonÞn'e place wa¡ 1n thc hone, hov could thc publtc errployment of

wonsn a3 toachGrs b Juattftcd? Thta lcads ua lnto the ephcre of thc publlc

cc¡onomy, and lt¡ mors vldcaprcad nccd for ¡uch a ;þrtlllcatlon, the crcatton

of whlch raa ons of the tagks of tha Arbltretlon Court¡.

Mo¡t wo¡nsn, llkc moat ncn, owncd ltttlc nore than thclr labur pgtrcr

a¡ thc ncür¡ of gelnlng thclr llvlngr. Thc ldcal¡ of the gendcr-ordcr

c¡tahll¡lpd the cxpcctctlon that nen would scll thalr labur pd6r ln thc

publlc market placc, h¡t that uonon would conflnc the u¡c of thelra to tln

ecrvtcc of mcn as husbanda, and to thclr chlldrcn. Thcre wet e tlne,

howcver, bctwccn echool and marrlagc, when lt wee sllowable for comc romGn

to work prbllcly 1n aultablc, 1.c., fartnlnc, Joba. Thl¡ war Juetlflcd

ln tcrm¡ of thcn belng 1n tra¡¡g1t1on from tho car6 of thclr fethcr¡ to ttu

cErc of thclr husbende, and thc nced to rclleve thclr fathcre of thc

reaponalblllty for aupport of unnerrled adult chlldren. Such fdcologlccl

cxpectatlone worr cn¡hrlncd ln varloue practtcoa legally cndor¡Gd bJr thc

Arbltrstlon Cor¡rt¡. lllonrnr¡ pay wag lorcr tha¡r ucn'a, not bccau¡e tholr

Iabq¡r vaE nece¡earlly lcca valuable than man'8, h¡t bccau¡c thclr "ne€dt"

wcre lc¡¡. Womcn wcrc llmltcd ln the types of work they wore permlttcd

to do, not bccauac thcy were not capable tn¡t bccau¡c the prohlbltcd t¡pcr

of work rc¡t oonaldcrcd unaultablc, 1.G¡¡ unfenlnlne. ttProtcctlyG"

awa¡dt arrd lcglrlatlon rcatrlctcd womcnf ¡ ablllty to work ovcrtlnc a¡rd

pcrforn ecrtain typca of tark, not boca¡¡e sll workcra had tlp rtght to

bo protcctod from cxhauatlon and dangcrou¡ worklng condltlonc, tn¡t bccer¡¡c

roEsn vcrc vceh rnd vulncral¡le.
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Nonethelcst, the Justlflcatlons for such conatralntg on womenra

work wÊre contradlcted ln practlcê. Unknown numbere of alngle lvomeu were

rcsponslbte for the "needs" of dependant parenta ând stbllngs. There wag

nev€r a tl¡ne when only single women worked: even fn 1921 . t8l'/, of the

female publfc $orkforcê were or had bscn marrled, and ovor the next ftfty

y€â¡s, thtø percentage lncrcaaed dranatlcally (eee Chapter Three, Table 4).

Moreover, the puhllc economy was dcpendent upon theee u/omen working.

Throughout the y€ars, tbere remalned a strlct gender segregatlon of the

publ lc 6conomy: there rYaÊ rcnrs work and womenrs work ancl , although over

tlrne the content of these Jobe altercd, at any one tlme they wcre not

lnterchangeable. fiurlng the Seænd lVorld lïar, womnn trere allowed and

lnducsrt, by patrlotlE¡n and hlgh wagee, to undertake spcclflcally mentE

work¡ after thÊ yâr they were eJected. AII women rryere exhortcd to return

to thelr homee. ht, contradlctlng the rhetorlc of thc natural place of

the good ìvoman, the practlcel n€€ds of e¡nployora fon labur Ênd of wonen

for lncone kept wonæn ln the p¡bllc workforce and allowed them expandlng

eccssa to publlc work. Labour needs were changlng subetantlally aa

the struaturc of the publlc øconomy developod frorn concentratlon on

prlmary prciductlon a¡rd lndustry to an emphasls on complex manufacturlng

end norc partlqrlarly on servlce lnduetrles. Thfe last had beco¡re

lncreaslngly følnlzed, and as the sector gr€w, so too dld the demand

for morg women urorkera.

Noncthelesa. the cqrtradlctlon betwe€n rhetorlc and practlcB waa

rnalntalned wlthln the cconomy over the next twenty flvo year6. Eaployorr

could take advantage of the ldeologlcal tonal.on between the rhetorical

prGccrlptlon of do¡nsetlc llfe and thc slow lntegratlon of women lnto

parts of the pubLic world. The publlc €conomy needcd fcmalc workcrr;

the ldcal of thc good woman as wlfe and mother meant that these worker¡

could oaDlly Þcome ecapegoetr. They were pald lees than nale worke¡¡ who
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aau thcn rs a thrtat, snd 8o the worklng clesa we¡ dlvldcd. They saw

the¡nsclve¡ as ln thc publlc workforcc on guffcrancG and 30 werc rþro

¿cceptlng of bed condltlone a¡rd nor€ wtlllng to bc nov6d sround and ln and

out of the publlc workforco a3 profit cxlgenetcs demandcd. At tlmcs of

econonlc crlsts. thcy often bore much of the blamc for caueLng unemploy-

ment, and so the roal causca, and tha very atnrcturc of the econony,

remalned hlddcn.

In tcrma of the thlrd lnetltutlonel arce, lmmlgrctlon, th¡

contradlctlone botwcen rh€torlc gnd practlcç vero much rcrc coYìlrtt

malnly bccauae the rhctorlc vlrtually lgnorcd voncn untll thc 19@4.

In practlcc, throughout thê flfty ycaror thc lmmlgretlon dcpartncnt

recrultcd gtrd elloûcd ontry to rlngle adult wor¡cn who wq¡ld work ln thoac

erGaa of the fcnalG pr¡bltc oconomy tbat Auatrallan notnGn wcrc rcfualngt

lnltlally domcetlc acrvlcê, latcr unekllted proccs¡ rork. À{arrlcd rrontn

wcre mrr.ly adJunetlve to thclr husbüde and tarnlllcsr takcn for grantcd

dcpcndantr. That la, the prlmary e,oncGrn of, tlp lmrlgratlon dcpertmcnt

wes tlrc acqulsltlon of fore!.gn labour powar. ItB tecqrdary conc€rn w8!

thc reproductlon of thet labo¡r poucr both clally and ovcr thc gtnGrstlon¡,

and thie latter goal was conaldored to be boet achloved withln tlrc futly,

shose focua waE the r1fo,/nothcr.

Dlffl<r¡Itl€t arosê, honcvrr, after the Second Ïforld lfarr when a

meas rnlgFatlon canpalgn wac undcrtalccn. Aselmllatlon, whlch had prcvlously

¡sen takGri noreorlesa for grs¡rtod becau¡e of tlp Brltl¡h bles of lmmlgratlon,

bcaame problematlc. thc ¡hccr Bumbêrs of nrlgrant¡ of non-Brltleh orlgln

w€r€ se€n to threatcn thc Auctralla¡r-Brltl¡h way of 1lfc. Mlgrantal

labour rar ncedcd, th€lr cultuls waa not, h¡t lt cqrld not be alnply

wrcctcd from thcn. Tlrè naJor solutlon lay ln thc fmlly. The f antly

va¡ to ba culogl¡cd a¡ the Polnt of ncdlatlon btwecn cr¡ltuRlsr thc

placc whcre tl¡o dlfftct¡ltlcs of asstmllatlon cor¡ld be alauaged. Tl¡c honc



27/t.

ra6 rhere pårta of Dllgrent culture could be hBPplly allowed e:rpneseion,

bcar¡¡É lt was private: the exlstence of, for exanplc, mlgrant food and

mlslc came to be gee¡¡ as By¡nbols of ¿Iustrallafe nex, status aa a ttmulti-

c,ultural" soclety. Meanwhlle, lrr the publtc sphere, enforced aealnllatlon

took place. Male rnlgranta and aù¡lt cblldren were asalnlleted by and

lnto the publlc economy, dependant chlldren wero aoslmllated by and lnto

the educatlon eyetem. But tÌre wife and mother wae not aeslmllated. She

wae ln hsr plBc€, ln the famlly home, the focus of mqdlrtlon of thc

cr¡ltur€s. She ¡nalntalned the prlvate aspects of the old culture, ahc

allevlated famlly membaret er¡xletles created by confllct ln the new. But

she herself was not agslmtlatcd. As th€ reat of tl¡e famlly gatnsd

confldence ln the new soclety, Bhe waa left behlnd' rn hereerf, sh€ bore

the contradlctlon¡ of the mlgratlon proceÊs. By oÞylng tho rhetoricr¡

lnJunctlon to be a good wlfe a¡rd rpther ln the home, she t¡ffered. Her

horne was the wrong one beceuse Lt was allen.

Th¿ threo lnstltutlone snalyaed in thla theala, and thc löat of

the good voman that cach malntalned, can be ¡ecn to bc botb lnterlocklng

and ln confllct. I lrave not puraucd tt¡ese lnterrelatlons cxcept ln

ocoaglonÊI dctall. Overall, howcvor, the malntenånce of a unlted front

at the levot of rhetorlc, and tfie allowing of lnconglatcncy at the lcvel

of practlc€, sG€ms to har¡rc given great atrength eÍrd verõatll lty to the

gonder-ordcr. AÉ an qnpty ln¿functlon, "bocorne a good womân es a wlfe

and mothor" was a yery powerful ¡ncha¡rlsn to control the bshavlour of

wom€n¡ the actual dlrectlon of that control, the apccfflc contenta snd

eppllcatlone of the ldeal¡ w€T€ varlable and quallflable.

Such contents ûtd BppllcÊtlona y€r€ not necceaarlly arbltrary or

contradlctory. There rae, for exanplc, one area of changlng applXcatlon

of the ldeal þr the three lnstitutlona wh€re B c€rtE'ln maaËur€ of con¡cn¡u¡
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dld emrge ouÊr thc f lfty yta¡a of nry aurvcy. Thls aro¡ wac thet of the

tlnlng of blng wlle snd mothû. In the 19U)s, all thr¡e lnetftutlon¡

acccpted that women ahotrld enter thclr natural role sometlme ln thelr late

teene or early tnentles. that ls, they admltted of a perlod of trangttlon

between glrlhood (echool llfe) and womanhood (fa¡nlty llfe) when uromån't

rtatua, al "youngtt rf,otÊn, ras lomêwhat tndetermlnatc. Durtng that perlod,

vomn wGrc pGrmlttod a varlcty of actlvltles. Thc gcnder-orderr¡

genctlonc lcre dlrectcd looeely tou'arda nerely preventlng such women from

behavlour vhlch would tnpalr thelr futurec a¡ wlvce a¡rd mottpra. A

ccrtaln anount end type of publlc work, of frlvollty, of lndepcndcnco,

v€ro countcnãnced. Ovcr thc next flfty yGara, wltl¡ changea ln tln publlc

econony. ln tcchnology (ln the hone aa much aa elscvhcrc), tn chltd-

beerlng and rGerlng practlcca, Ín soctal welfare, etc.¡ a¡rotlpr pcrlod

ol tra¡raltlon and lndetermlnetc status fn a vo¡ns¡lrt llf,e-cycle camc to

Èr rccognlsGd¡ thc prlod t'aftcr the chlldrcn hano grown up." By l9?o,

a vartcty of actlvltlc¡ wac comlng to bc acccptcd for wornen ln thelr

Iatc thlrtles and older: rcturn to school, to puhll,c work, to other

publlc actlvltlcs. $uch ap¡rroval of an abnldgement of woæn'B "natural"

functlon vae by no mea¡ra ab¡olute¡ fantly ooncorn! muet alrtayn takc

pt3cêdGnce. If thcre Yaa e crl,rls ln her fmily, euch e wonan raa expcctcd

to return to lt; lf there wa6 e publlc economlc crlele, ahe res expcctcd

to cca¡s fron publle actlvlty.

Deaplte euch ctranger, then, the power of the gendcr-ordGr wao

¡ralntalncd. Thc lnætltuttons uer€ ablc, through thelr rhetorlcat un!.ty,

to matntaln thEt tlp ldeal of the good woman ae ultlmately wlfe and

mothcr wea a nahrral condftlon whllc, through the dlvcratty and mutablllty

of thelr prectlcal appllcatlon of that ldsal, they werc able to nEtntaln

¡oclal control ovor ìIoncnr¡ behavlour desplte thc changca and ncw exlgcnclcs

artalng both 1n the ¡oclcty and ln tndlvldual wom€n'B llves.
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II. Ths Csse¡

-

Thla conclueton ts dlvlded lnto ùrro sectlon¡ to ackncrvlcdge that,

throughout the work, there ha¡ bccn a conatant tcnalon botwsen ny two typer

of analyrlri on the one hand, dlsct¡sslon of ln¡tltutfonal fdeology,

basod on pàÌIlsrrsntary dehùcg and rcporta, on lngtltutlqral and profceslon-

al publlc¡tlonr a¡rd ¡tatletlcs¡ qr thc othcr, dl¡cuc¡lon of thc blograph-

lcg of rlxty womn, ba¡6d on paychlatrlc ca¡o note¡ and rnlecellaneou¡

¡ourcet. There ls no elmple way tn whlch the tuo typee of an$/fulala

flt togcther. Tho lnstltuttona,l rccord¡ rewal r¡r ordercd uorld of

stcady eund cqrtrolleble change¡ the blograph!,cr reveal a dlaordcrcd world

of helpleat¡r€¡r and anger ln thc facc of uncontrollablc clrcuneta¡cc¡.

Tl¡e ldeal of the gpod wouan proclalncd womante place to bc thc bone,

the lovlng wlfc a¡rd mothen at the centre of a happy famlly. Thc nceltty

of the womsr's llvcs wes oftcri cxaetly tb unhapplncs¡ of thc famlly,

the leolatlon and lcar wlthln the homc. Mony of thctr home¡ contatncd

angcr, alcoholl¡m, lnvalldlan, vlolence; many of thc famll1cc vcrc

lncomplete bccÊuao of desertlon and dcath. But tho phrasc that 1s re-

lterated conetantly throughout ttro notee i.a "nowhorc Ë1 sè to go." ThË

ldeal establlehcd the dtrcctlon of rcnenr e llvcs. If that dlrectlon waa

uneatl¡factory, no otlpr e¡rengêmênta were poesible, cxccpt lncarceratlon.

For thcae Þrnon, that mea¡¡t phyalcal dctentlon tn the peychlatrlc horpltal

or hoatel (or, ln one lnstancc, gaol), t psyohologlcal ctrstody by uec

of drugr (or, ln two catGa, by prycho-aurg€rJ).

In collcctlng tlr caÉ€a, ln trylng to ucc tlpm to under¡tend thc

llvoa of worcn ln South Auetral la, I ra¡ ænetantly êwarit of my own atnpc

of horrort borror at the naturc and quality of tho lndlvldu¡I ltvc¡ that

wGro r€cordcd; horror at tho dlacrcpency betwcon the lnstltutlonally

lnpogcd ldeal of tha good woman and tho llvec of sorncn who llvcd withln

th¡t ldcsl; borror st the lncvltablllty of euch dl¡crcpancy bsceuac tbo
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rhetorlcel 1d€8'1 was empty a¡d lts practlcar content and apptlcatlona rere

lnconslstent arrd lntornally contradlctory. It urlght Þ clalmd that¡

of couree these llves were horrlfying¡ they ìverer af,ter all, tlp llvea

of mad uÞmen and euch livea nust, by deflnltlon, be aE¡ormal ancl extr€m6.

Thle poeltl.on, however, does not take into acoount the neaning of nadnesa

and the natune of peychlatrlc recorde. In Chapter One, theee meanlngs

are dls61¡e6ed. I argue that madnecs ls an undoflned state or experlcnce.

Therc ate no obJectlvely deflnablc crlterla for fte exfstênce, there

a¡.e no obJectlvely eatabllsh€.j eoclal norras the tranagreeelon of whlch

Ieads to the label of mad belng apptled. Any and aII behavlour can bc

catled nad, dependlng upon the soclal c-ontext, the va.luee and relatlon-

ehlp of por,€r betwoen the Judge and the Judged. Even !n the ca.ee of thc

nredfcal profceslon, whlch alone can legally and ultlmately dlagnose/

deflne a perÉon aa mad, each doctorrs Judgmant Is subJeetLve, lnevltably

blaced accordlng to hor/hlÉ agc, gender, claaa poeltlonr ctc.; and

lnsofa¡ ae thc Judgment ls trade of behavtotrr alone, lt 1Ê lnevltably a

rçrrel Jrdgrncnt Ebout what ought to be. In other u¡orda, thcre l,¡ no

deflnltlon of madness ae suchi lts maBr¡lnlia have cha¡ged over ths

centuries and over tle dccades of my Burv€y, a5 wcll as betnÊen ¡semb€rs

of the psychlatrlc professlon at any one tlme. Íiuch co¡tceptual anblgultloa

had eubstarittal r€percusalons ln practlce: who was dlagnosed E8 nad e¡rd

why? yrhat wa8 the meanlng of labclllng ae mad the elxty ìuonen vhose case

not¿e I lnvestlgated? ln what pr€clse ways dld thelr madness affect thclr

bohavlour, thelr past llves, thelr oxpe¡lences and thetr m€mory of then?

The a¡rgwere to tlcee queetlons muet l¡evltably bc a¡nblguoue, quallflcd

and hypothetlcal. Tlrere ls no llne batween nadneaa and eanlty, betwcen

nornallty and atn.rormaltty. My use of the caae notel aE blographlea

obvloualy partakes of thls arnblgulty and lack of bcundarles: tr¡t the

btogrqphlc¡ ca¡rnot ¡1mply be labelled as of "abnomal" 11ve8.
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Tlrc ¡econd clalm, th¡t the case not€s êr€ borrlfylng becauee they

revoal extremô Eltuatlons, ls lndeed partly correct. The extreurtty and

horror were expllcltly cltêlted from thc women by the psychlatrlsts.

The latter wene seekfng precisely to uncover the traumatic events of

each nornanrs llfe that mlght have go serlously affected her behavtour and

feellnge as to brlng her to the psychlatric hospltal. But. ao dletlnct

from the psychlatrlste, I have not generally been concerned vlth those

events ln each uoma¡ros llfe that were sfgne of her madnesa and thgt brought

her to the hoepltal. Hather, I have been lnterected ln the eoclal clr-

cumstances of her llfe, going back nany yeara: the bchar¡lour of the woman

ln chlldhood and early adulthood, before there wae qny notl.on of her belng

mad; the Þhavlour of mothere, husbanda, kln, frlenda, enploy€ra - about

whom the queetlon of madness n€ver arose. The horror of the casêE ls not

thet of madnesa, b¡t that of ordlnarlnese "ln Eome Betr6€.r' It can be

argued that the types of cxtreme, trauuratlc events recordod ln the case

notee ocaur ln rpst peoplers llvea, b¡t rrost people arê not eo aerloualy

af,fected, or do not undcrgo so many of them. Hencê, for moat people, such

evente are not llnked together to form an lnterpretatlve franework of thclr

llves ln the way that waa done by the psychlatrlsts for thelr patlurte.

In other words, the case notes certelnly arc blseed towarda extrems

elements ln each womå¡r's l1fe, and they do emphaelse the horrþr. But

that blae does not lnvalldate thelr use for lnvestlgatlng ordlnary 1lve¡.

Once agaln, vve are lef,t 1n aD aree of uncertelnty and ambtvalence. Thge

1g no-one who can eay how much out-of-the-ordlnary these Ilvea y€re¡

the uec of the caee notes and the confrontlng of the horror arc

ecgentlal parta of thie theele. In deellng wtth governnent and officlal

records, tn analyslng the lnternal loglc a¡rd htstory of each lnstltutlon,

I fou¡rd nyaelf bglnnlng to 5o6 thc world through the prlsm of each
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lnatttutlonts c,sn ldcology, lt! snn understa¡tdtng of lts purposc¡ sfid

practlcea a¡rd effoct¡. The alxty blographleg werê e pertlol correctlve

to that bûaE. The !,nstltutlons urerB eoncerned largely wtth abEtractlonss

the need to cducate, to produce, to populato. Th blographles were

concerned wlth concrete dally llfo: belng afrald of a teactrer or not

Iearnlng nec€Baary ekllls; thê exhauatlon of worklng ln both publlc

a¡rd domeetl.c Joba or not batng able to get a Job bcauae of age¡ thc

homecfclßrie¡s and bevlldernpnt of atartlng B nêw lf.fe ln a now land or the

happlneca at lcevlng a strtfc-fllled homeland. The Lnetttutlons dealt

wtth thc typtcal, th ãverago, thc repreeentatLvo, the ldsal typee of

cll€nts on whom thelr pollcles would be i.mpoaed and who wqtld reapond ln

ordered and predlctable Tf,ay!. The btographt.sa deelt wlth tdloayncratlc

reaponË€6, a range of speolflc behavtours and feellng towa¡da and wlthln

a world that ïorked in nystarlous ways. Thc lnstitutlong dcclared thelr

unlverga}fstlc pollcl.ea. the blographles reveal€d thc SapE 1n the pol-

1clea wh€n they cerË into contact wlth lndtvldual Ilvea. The lnstlùrtlone,

thelr prescrlptlons and practlces, do not account for the lfvcd experlencea

of womon. That 1s tlre tenalon, whlch ¡nust not b lgnorud.
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APPENDIX

Dlagnoattc.Categorlee of lJental Dfsorders estahllBhed under the Internatlonal
Clap¡lflcatlon of lllsesÊes,, Dlstlngulshtd as Organlc or Functlonal.

Orcanlc:

-

2go.

2gl.
292.

293.

29,4.

g)9.

310-15.

Scnile and prc-eenlle dcnentla

Alcobollc psychost!

Psychosls asÉoclated with lntracranlal lnfectlon
Psychosls aesoclated wlth other cerebral condltlon

Paychoale aasoclatcd wtth otlrer physlcal condltlon
Hental dlsordcre not epeciflcd as peychotlc aeaocl.eted wlth

phyelcal conditlons
Msntal retardatlon

Functlonal !
2Ð8. $chlzophrørla

29,ø. Affcctlve psychosô3

297. Paranold eteteg

29E. Other poychoses

299. Unapeclfled psychosee

3OO. Ncuroac¡

3o1. Pcreonaltty d lsordcrr

302.

æ3.
304.

305.

306.

307.

3()8.

So:n¡el devlatlon
Alcoholl¡m
Drug dcpcndcncc

Phyelcal dLeordera of presumably psychogenlc orlgln
Speclal s¡rrnptorns not clsetvhere clagslfled
Tra¡r¡lent situat lonal dlaturbsncea

Bchavlq¡r dlgæderr of chlldhood

In terms of, rny eample extracted from the Parksldc Mental Hospltal

Adnlsslona Reglster accor.dlng to provislonal dlagnoeis, functlonat dla-

orders wlthln categorles 3o2-3o7 (lncluslve) wore excluded from

conafdËratlon.

Sq¡rc€s lorIdHcalthorgan1zation,@at1onalC1¡¡a1ftoat1on
of Dtaoaece. In-lurlcr
1967), licctlon V.

. ar¡d Ceuscs of Dcath (8th Rcvlrlon¡ Geneva¡ l.H.O. ¡
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