fhi‘gg chiely
AN of lhﬂ"tf'ﬂi*
m‘ﬁl l]lﬂhtz ‘.hnt of IWI:; con-.
' w: £ 104 board for t
;l\’ a Unili-miw. The, qm:ﬂt;
now been niised, “Hax the time
m*timl for uctually *mrrring“ this’
purpose’ inta effect ™ Thy aeoting
gﬁl ol Friday evening to consider
‘the qmstmu passedl, with only one
'*ﬂmm'im;u: dissentient, a resolution in
the atfirmative, but dif pot advance
auwtters much further tlian by ask-
ng the University Extension  Com.
| mittee qml Jthe Lniwmlty Endow-
ment trustées to act jeintly. It is,
of course, desirable that. Western
Australia, cut off us it s at present
by a sea voyage of four or five daye
from the nearest academmic centre,
should have a '[Tum.nu:, of 1[; own,
It is not, however, by  any  means
clear that it has the money to speud
{on the establishment of such an in-
| stitution, or that it has in immediate
| prospective a sufficicnoy of students/
prepared to go thmu,-;_.-h the three,
four, or five years' course necessary
to obtain a degree in any of 1I1e|
loarned professions. The University
degzree, upart from the intellectual]
: lmining involved, i3 waloable in|
itsell 48 & guarantee to the public of
the riﬁmmmv of the professional man,
11t 18, in fact, the hall-mark of the
prnl'mmnnl trlfuﬁa, and a muntr;,'.
which does not provide meaus for giv- |
ing diplomas must cither import its |
professional men or semd its  own
youths elsewhere to obtain the quali-
fying degrees. It is true that, so far
as the faw 8 cotncerned, the Univer-
sity degree has been rendered un-
| necessary by the amalgamation  of
solicitor and barrister, and that the
chemist and the dentist do not re-
quirc ao academic qualification. Dut,
in respect to medicine, surgery, and
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letters, the University diploma is in-
dispensable. Theie is eertainly no
lack of professionul men in the State,
and the chief ground for urging the
‘establishment of a University at pre-
gent is that youths destined for a
‘professional carcer must go at least
s far as South Australia to qualify
for a degree—aunless it be in Arts, in

'_"lhlth eonrse  the JB.A. examination
in connection with the Adelaide Uni-
versity may be passed without leave
ing this State. |

‘The points to bo settled, thurcforﬁ,

lrnm-—-Wﬁuld there be o sufficiency of
undergraduates uttundmg- a Perth
Uniiversity in present  cirqumstances
to ]l.l.'ll'.'if}' the expense of establishing
and maintaining such au institution,
and how would that expense bo de-
lruyul'll In thia eonnection, it is in-
teresting to trace the times at  and
the meann by which  Universitics
lhayve been  established  within  the
| Commonwealth.  Wentworths  the
father of responsible government  in
Auh‘nlin S himsel! a I‘.‘nmhﬂdgn man,
though a Sydney native, in 1849,
iﬂfﬂl for the estublishment of the
Unlﬂrnit;r, that of Sydney ; and
852—after the gold discoverios

H-*ﬂ- wu imangurated. It had an en-

L oof £14,000, and has Leen
!h’bﬂ]“ﬂlﬁiﬂlﬂthﬂhﬂl*

np-uxy of mp.

th;t its endowment funds I!ID'H']
Nt to L410.000, the Chiallix be-'
I-II!IIIT qmthg for £227,000 ;.
g , ImOreover, an -rmunl

She hng o
m“’arkmu Mu.m: Call,hﬂn. pgricul-
tural colleges, and numcrons Schools
‘of Mines, tho fist-nnmed owing  its
foundation to the liberality of Mr.
Orpond.  Adelaide, mtlmut railway
‘communication with Melbourne,  to
veach which required o  four-days
'}nuruﬂ overland, in 1876 hod its
University mptmtiunl quickened into
action Ly a foundation gift of
£20,000 Trom the late Nir Thomas
Elder and M. Hughes. The popula-
tion of Adelaide is now 168,000, and,
with the help of an unnual Govorii-
ment subsidy of £6,000 or £7,000,
huiwmt L2000 and £9,000 mllm:lml
in fees—some of which come from
this Btate—and with the interest on
an endowment fund of £131,000 (of
which  Sir - Thomas  Elder = gave
£05,000)—the University has mnde
nir progross, Brishane, being with-
in o dav’s railway journey of Sydney,
though its mpulntmu totals 194,000,
'has not vet felt the necessity  of
leuhhﬁhmg i 'mermt_-, of its own.
Tasinania, after hanging on for years
(to the skiris of M-.]l:-nunm and in
mnhﬂtmn therewith oiving an “Asso.
cinte’” of Avis tll]'ill'}'ll'll]u in 1800 cstab-
Jished a little University, and sub-
rsidised it to the amount of £4,000
per annum, which has been reduced
in ".M‘lhus yeurs to £0 500, £2.900,
and £3.200. Tasmania’s Porlinment
has even threatened to withdraw
n.lmzq:-thur thie subsidy to this “half-
time” lmwmnﬂ-“huh has three
professors and two iustructors, whao
make weekly visits from Hobart to
Launceston to lecture in the latter
thl

The pmmnu with respeet to  the
future University of Perth is  that,
unnder section 4 of the Endowment
Act the Daglish: Ministry, scon aite:
it took office, demised to the trusteea
appointed under the Act nearly 4,000
acres of land, which the Premier of
the day stated were approximutely
valued at £133:000. The priucipal
blocks are as under : —

Acres,

North Fremangle ... it 40
Swan (Letween Eu’hmm and Clare- \

Near I-mmnn:lu sty P S TR g L v
Neav-Freinantlel oo cuiieis evnmeis) sua - 990

Besides these th-:-m are blocks rang-
ing in area from 1} acres to 8§
aeres at Narrogin, Katanning, Cubal-
ling. Wagin, Broonle Hill, Pingelly,
nil Mount Barker. .’tllusmu Wi
mude at Friday mghts meeting  to
“selling” some of this land; but the
trestees  are  fortunately not. .em-
powered to sell.  Under  section 6
they may set out roads, streets, ete.,
cand erect buildings, but  section T
limits their power over this “demised”
land to leasing it for a term  of 21
years, nt tlieir own discretion, or for
99 years under building: conditions
—with the approval of the Governor,
The land at present, it seems, is lying
idle and useless, the anly  return
from it being a trifling rent for some
quarries included therein.  What this
nmounts to may be judged from the
fuct that, with a £30 grant from  the
Treasury last, year, the eredit of the
trustees totals £63 T, 81,  The
\reason advanced for doing  nothing
with theso endowment lands—which
under the mpending land tax would,
on the ex-Premier’s valuations have
-tn pay over £8,000 a year to revenue
an unimproved lands, if they were
not under a publio trist—is that the
tristees have no fonds to Kurvey nml

eut them up into blocks. Thix i
-diﬂlﬂ'ﬂllj whiﬂh tnight bo eanily ﬂvﬂ‘l‘-
pome by public liberality. As an
appeal has been mado to the extent
of a couple of thousands per annum,
n beginning might well be made by
il'ilﬂng sufficient funds_ to make use
the endowmont lands lying Min.

I these aro worth even £50,000, they
onght, when properly handled, tn
pridluce now nmnmn—-nut “waf.
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miggestion {liat wo  wlios
Univernity by whiliviug ¢
the heads of the t‘lnr#:n
College and Technical Schoal, b
Government! Obse erver, Geol '.' e
teriologist, and Iﬂlﬂehui
versity staff, soundy r4ﬂmr‘
but if the gnnthm::n who

undorstomd,

of schools and departments a Uniyer

tul} 18 established—an it will be il.'l

the future—it should be an’ institu-

tion whose degrees and diplomas will
b romLuumJ. and respected  cevery-
where s and it should . also lﬂ.lil‘.'
special provision for ~the practical
scientifie side of academic education,
To imitate Tasmunia in  its  feoble
University attempt  wounld | redound
neither to the credit of the State por
the advantage of the students at a
makeshift iustitution.  Meanwhile,
we muy well extend and systematise
our mining, agricultural,  comumer-
cial, technieal, and industrial teach-
g operations—and take action  to
raise & revenue from t_h-a: endowment
lands vntil the fitting time for estab-
lishing a roal University arrives, The
111telltg*en1 liherality of puhhmpmttd
citizens ought surely to hasten it.
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Posts e time Lo snare fr "::ﬂ' it
present duhu for plryp:mnnl rwgtf‘h
their position has been mmh"'mfb

Wo ean dlub them
fessors, and call the ngglﬂummﬁ

Bity—if we chioose—but lItlt ‘II'I:-IIIJ
hardly constitute it ore in the cyen
of .&.ununlm When a Perth Univer-

J
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