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CUSHES & Botter and wider education
:;: Would be possible under the bad
!_b“ of mixing study and teaching,
x ne thing at a time" Is a good rule 1n
tLis matter, as In most others. It Is
becoming Increasingly  ditucult to ln.

report showed that, unless something is
done to Increase the attractivencss of
the profession, the present deercnse of
the proportion of male to fomale ton-
chers must go on uncheeked: and that
it will be diticult to find men even for
those positions whicl must obviously
b occupled by male teachors. The
latest fgures concerning the relative
1|:!mibl:'rn on the stall show that—apart
from {eachers of needlework, who glve
only a part of thelr thme to the schools
—the female contingent  outnumbered
‘the male by almost two to one, the to-
fals being 816 and 413 respectively.
This tenuency Is, as My, Archibald re-
‘marked, partly accounted for by the de-
jand for cheap labour in the depart-
ment. Another reason, however, is that
the pupll teacher’s life is notoriously
very  band: and boys, having a
wider field of cholee than girls, prefer
other professions, The situation to
which attention was prominently d1-
rected yesterday s serfous allke for
the schools and for the teachers.. It
ought to be deeply pondered, not only
by the Minlster, but also by the Tea-
chicrs” Unlon, which possesses more
practieal knowledge of the subject
than any other class, In the meantinie
it Is at least satlsfactory to find thar
the Education Department and the Uni-
versity nuthoritles are co-operating to
promote the welfare of the young tedq-
*hers, although it is doubtful whether
e seheme outlined by the Minister 19
e best which conld be suggesued.
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Ar, ARCHIBALD  moved : = i
the opinion of this House, it js imr-g‘rttilﬁe :2
reiorin the education system fn respect of—
L Stoppmg the overwork ind strain upon
[emale puptl teachers. 2, Giving pupil t=g-
f.hf“ fdequate and Just traming.™ e said
i Jdid_not wish to muke an ainek on (e
r*l.;li.rl::lhun sysiem, ax it was ana of which
they were proud. There ~eto times, hows
ever, when they should see that the consers
vative Criisg should not cover
them, and  they ashould . mot be-
come  hidebound “fn  their svatemn. when
}fnurg Was a powsibility of 1mprovement
oo Was only (air that their education sy
tem should be enquired into as othor mat-
terw of vital importance, The subject was
one that ﬂuiht ta ba coneidored b Parlia.
ment and the people of South Anstralia.

Jt war being considered at the present time

in the old try.
i Women who Wad ety LR, ANy mea

futivn on both sides of the wn

ware ., not  surprised  to ﬁnﬂﬂmﬁﬂ
wileli he thought, wers eapable of being
repailred. It was a matter of vital impors
' _ e goeat atnid

Wete being  made on  the Ehntlnt:nth;;

ToeR m“:‘nwn' trade, and
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WUUS. due fo comradeshlp would

dnce Young men of the right kind to
tukc: up the professlon of teaching. |
The Boanl or luspectors In their Insc,
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natlons  were mot  the hess 1)
R Ta et A e ‘ﬂuhlh“_ )
At the prosent time the pa '-uth-@ Were
not boand as apprentices same a IE;
wera . They became pupil Lea-
‘chers, and to do what was unfair to
them=—a terrible amount of routine work,
‘which, ax a matter of fast, in-many in
stances broke down their health., He was
surprissd at tho ﬂmhﬂ' of pupil teachers
Whose health broke down during the time
of training, and it could be easily prevent-
Besidles the routine "nﬂiahlhﬂ‘ wore

!‘ h‘

rday

responaible for the children and on
Vursday, Thuudli'. and Satu morn:
inga had to attend the Training College,
and had studies at night. The drudgery
they had to go through was of such a ¢ha-
racter ax to break down their health. 1t
win especially #o in thegane of the fomales
who had to work barder becanse they had
the sewing lesions ta' to. The De-
partment were anxious to keep up the sup-
My of the female toachers. Tt was the qld
queation of female labour bemg cheaper than
tale, and the Government were no. better
or worss than any ane else. 1f they wanted
“ho huve good raachers the beat way was not
to give them drudgerywhicli impaired their
training. Il a boy wanted ta be a lawyer
or an engineer he would not have a chanew
if- e  spent - all- hik | time  Tunm
ning mesiages anildl an sueh like work.
AMany cased could be cited—but he did not
wish to particularize—in which the strain
Wpony puril teachers had heen o great that
they had been compelled  to  leave their
saYiools and go to an asylum. On recovering
the patients had settled down to domestic
life, and ma trace of any mental disorder
hiad ever afferwnrds béen apparent, clearly
proving that the temporary derangément
was the result of strain and overwork., At
present pupil teachers had to pass an exa-
mination, They had twa opportunitios of
passing; but if they failed twiee they
iwere practically knocked out, although the
Government covld employ them in #ome
otier direcotion, Morcaver, 1t wias very sy
for the depastment to raise the standard
of the examination # ax to prevent them
from passing. The existing system allowed
a lat of young people to do the drudgery
of the schools. although there was no hope
of many of these persons ever being em-
nlaved by the department. The system—
had as it was for the leachers—was worse
for thie schoals, bhesause it reacted toon
them. What was the report with regard
to our teachers at the pressnt time? That
they were splendid in mattera of techniane,
hut Iackine in hreadth of rtml;‘. The people
were complaining of practieally the same

teril dn the ald conntry. Taat vear a De
ipartmental Canimission enquired inta this
‘matter in Fpzland, and, as a'result of their

lahours, terommended same very xweeping
reforms.  The time bad arrived in Bouth
Anstralia when the same question shonld be
investignted., He did not ask for a Royal
Cammiesion. hreause he questioned if mem-
hera were the hest persons to deal with it.
He might, howevor, augpest the lines on
which an alteration should ba made. He
woutld abolivh the present system of train-
ing pipil toachers, and goin practically for
a mestem of aprrentiveship. Tt was a bad
noliey ta have a Jot of young nesple about
our sehonly who were never likely ta pass
at all. It would bhe bheiter to apprentice
nromising  voung punila for four or five
vears,  After the first twelve months,
which thes might spend in _the schools,
thov shaald sapend two vears in the Train-
ine. Collige. so that in their final yvear of
snrenticaehip) they micht return ta their
«heolr, and be a valuable aksistanes to the
heid teachers. How could such a syste#m ba
hrousht absut? Tt had been suzgested that
the University might take the matler over,
and our seoondary schoole had been men-
tianed, It twonld be for the Government
to first  decide  whether our secondary
sebinals attained a sufficiently high ednea. |
tianal  ptandand to yrarrant them takin
over our. pmmil: teachers, 10 the ‘Uni
virsity  would take them ' over he
saw no  obicction to that being done.
The TTniversily exixted to a esrtain extent
by wirtua of the maney of the taxpaver,
and 1 they were willing to @ve suarantees
ta do the werk e knew of no bod)
fitted to earry it out. If they would not |
pive the suarintec, then it would be neces-
pary for the Government (6 armnge an.
otlior. methad  for training the punil
teachers in (he secondary schools.  (Mr,
Peake—=""They ean only grk thearetienl
warkt there and not prastieal’') He thank.
ed the Jon, member for the intarirction.
Al the fraining in the warld would nat

if the porson had nnt tha
!:i?trl‘:r 1i::w:n Iit mwd the antharities

. qut those who were fitted for, the
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-Hm&nﬂrnf 2000, The pmmary sahool
buildings are used in the majority of cases,
and the primary school teachers do the
work, recelving extra par.” The teachers
might complain, ut they existed for tha
training of the shildren, and he would be
‘the last ta mamgzeet that they should da the
work withomt some recomnense.  They
whould be asked If they were willing to take
up the work, and those who did shoa'd e
ceive extra pay. Th
was tried pome Years age and it
failed.  hut thal *  was
son why they ashould not fry amins
No member—npo matier what his paoli
beliefs—would doubt for a moment that
would met bo hetter if they conld pet the
Iads to spend that part of their life between
11 and 17 on rome eveonings in A continuss
:J]"Ihn Fthﬂﬂ]'.! ]hcrtmh!lh do firuHWﬁh;
ey were doing at the me. :
were two distinet l:‘hmu as the (g
tinemt was concerned, There was the pe
mary, which was practically unknown in
Eun;l!; An-l:'lmlin. ::_;cl hu:ﬂwwh_lmmwl_
in the old country, mmto whic
ruued when they came out of the elemon
ary schools, Here they were given an edu-
cation to fit them for taking the powition of
N e s Tt
L waoo m =g
ri nl-:hmh were far betler fitted forposi.
ih-:ml ] an those wlﬁ T:' ly went ;htmdnd
tha elementary. o0
that the great headway the Germans had
E;rlr.- ;:4 d!:u.- mﬁth;ﬁmﬁﬂﬁ {Mr. Cop-
‘—*'R¥ whom. ¥ aut es in
land. The Co tion of Manchester sent
an ecducational Commission to Germany
four vears ago, and they reported that the
superiority of the Germans over the British
in matters relating to chemistry and mine
::Ilun-_*u ti&e frn-ml'.. 1:;]{ !;F-l'!""; W
ucation. As far as the higher primary
R s e L e
¢ Ne Minpes  was ) _
much upon those lines, and they lhm
do all they ocould to make it on all-foun
with the primary schools.  There was one
weakness, he thought, in copnection Wik
the School of Mines. They had no rig
PRI i R
‘higher lgc:mn' _ -
Mines should be for the o of
scientific knowledge. know
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