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During t'ollow-up i¡r lhe Clraor¡at str¡dy (Clllquq! 1999), 22 pûlienls, (12 nocttrtnfll oxygeu an<l

l0 coDtrol group) deterioratcd and required lreatment with long-tenì oxygen therapy This
trcålmeìt nì¡ry hilve ilfìuenced their stlwiv¡1.

ln lhe N-o-l I l9!0 sludy tlìe nunbcrs o[palients receiving thc diffcrcnt nrodes ofoxygen
lrefllrììerìt were not g¡ven. Lr thc À1!iq l98l study there wclc sonle difl-erellces belween lre[tcd
and control gloups al baselirte. Females in the lrea{e(l group a¡rpeatecl lo hâvc trro1e

conr¡rromised lung nrnction llran those ofthe control group rvhile thc rcverse flppeared lo bc

l¡r¡rarentlorthcnralcpatienlBloups Tlrcnrc{nnunìberofhospilrl¡zûlionsflndhospitrlized
tlays in the ¡þrç¡q:-1,09? stildy coul(l lot be included in this rsvierv fls staildard devirtions rYcre

nol givcn Thc corrckil 199? sttt<ly rc¡rortc<l differenccs in studied variablcs by survivors a¡rd

DOrì Silt VtVOTS

No rhta rvas rcportccl in tlre two nrujor studies (No l-t llìlq ilrrl !!ì(: !e!l) ilbout thc eflects
ofcontinrrctl or cess{ìt¡otr ofsnroking or iudeed il'snoking stiltrs il[fcc(e(l the outconres 'l'hc

nrca¡ artc-r irl CO2 lcns¡on ¿rl bflselinc wâs higher in the Nltc Dlt shldy than iÌ the N-oLl--L?!0
study, This dicl not n¡r¡rear to influcncc lhe r6ulls. Other hrown ptognostic indicalors such as

body rnass index rvere not discussed irt cithel ofthe s[rdies The lack olexacerbation <lat¡ is
also r [urthc¡ linriting laclor in interpteting the rcsults-

Addi(iotral data hfls lrecn sought lro¡r thc authoLs o[thc studics

This int'ormltion ilobtrined w¡l[ be ilscd to ul]däte this rcvieu,

Conclusionsg
lmplications for practice-'.1

Long tcr rìr oxygerì lherâpy inrprovetl survival in ¿r selectcd group ol'COPD patients u,ith
severc hy¡:oxaernifl. Lolìg lenr oxyge[ therapy did not appcar lo itlprovc survivirl in pûtients
wittr COPD iu¡rl rnoderale hypoxaemiil nor in COPD pâtierìls \v¡tlì Doctunìrl desalrualior l¡ul
fcstiDB, d{ytime oxygenîtioD abovs tlìat lo qtrtrlil'y lor oxygcn lhera¡ry

lmplications for research-rl

'l'lrc role oflorrg lcrrìr oxyger llrerapy in COPD rvith tnotlcrrle hypoxrcnria arrd or
rìoclurral (les[turât¡ùn rcqù¡res lurlhcl inves(igrlior with larger nunrbcts ofparticipanls
inclurlc<l in the studics

Etllical conccrns have bccn rflised trboul tlre randourisrtion ol pflticnts lo placcbo nrr<l lhis
ruay be a brr lo oblairring more r¡rpropriate health slatus (lnta about tlre cftècts ofoxygcrr irr

nrore. severely hypoxaernic subjects
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