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INTRODUCT ION .

This thesls is based on two independent lines of Investigation,
the first being designed to provide a satisfactory foundation on which
a sound system of treatment can be based.

The method of epproach to this problem was the result of fifteen
years of private practice during which the candidate took & gpecial
interest in root canal treatment so that when the opportunity presen~
ted for research, it was made use of to +est the clinical methods
used and to modify them to produce betber results.

As the problem of the pulpless tooth was related to the presence
within it of bacteria, the first step was to ascertain the bacterisl
floras The most effective and permenent method of eliminating the
pulpless tooth as a source of infeotion presented the next problem.
It wes consldered that in view of the difficulty'of carrying out
techniques essociated with root cenal therapy thet o rational and

slmple technique suiteble for Final Year students would be very suit-

able for gredustes. Over a period of five years this system of tres
ment has been tested and found satisfactory and one of the mo:
standing feabures has been lack of complications during t#

The geocond investigation has been related to the inoldence of
dental disease in a primitive people undergbiﬁg changeé in food
habits. Speocial inberest has been taken in thé relative value of the
ochemical eamd physicel nature of the diet in determining the inoidence
of denbal oafiea.

Thess investigetions have been based on examinations carried gut

‘during five dxpeditions o Certral Australie by the candidate
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The examinations have been conducted with groat care with facilities
68 good aa 1s possible under field conditions. The cendidate hag
been carrying out detelled examinations of patients in conjunction
with rediographs for twenty five years, twolve years of which
have beon in connection with the re-examination of patients and the
re=checking of students exemination charts. This he olaims hos
developed acouracy in assessment of oral disease.

The greater part of the above work has been published and re-
prints of the papers are included ag part of the thesis. Unpub-
1ished sections contain additionol dots and in some cases re-assesge
ment in the light of further date.,

It is intended that the papers be read before the type written
sections. Some photographs bave been added to Section IT *o acquaint
the reader with the environment in whioch the subjeots of the investl-
gations have liveds Where it was considered thet colour was necess-
ary to emphasise details, ocolour prints have been included.

Certain aspeots of the aboriginal dentition such as ceclusion,
abtrition end eruption of the teeth have been and are being investi~
gatbed by another member of the expeditions. Publications by this

member have been quoted in the thesis.
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