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Abstract

This program of research comprises two studies conducted as the research
component of the Doctor of Nursing degree. The first study involved the systematic
review of evidence in relation to the post harvest management of split thickness skin
graft (STSG) donor sites. This review was in relation to evidence of clinical
effectiveness. The results of the review indicate that traditional paraffin gauze
dressings, still in use in some practice settings, should be abandoned in favour of
motst wound healing dressing products. The review failed to demonstrate a
significant difference in the effectiveness of specific moist wound products. The
second study in the series examined the cost effectiveness of a range of alternative
dressing products and strategies. The results indicate that potential savings could be
made by avoiding the routine removal of dressings for inspection earty in the healing
process without any clinical indication to do so. The clinical effectiveness of this

strategy has yet to be rigorously tested in comparative clinical trials.

In addition to the results of the individual projects a range of issues in relation to

emerging trends in evidence based practice were explored.
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