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Sung vear has just been issued, One of
the most interesting and valuable sections
15 that devoted to notes hy the examiners
on ‘the work of the candidates viewed os
4 whole. The comments exceed over 30
rages, and in many cases refer in dJetail

Lo various test questions. From the general
cbservations the following extracts are
taken:—

L. &

—Primary Examination.—

L(University of Adelaide) for the en- |

English.~There  ‘were  {ew  excollent

rapers and fewer really bad ones, but moro i

_ efforts
which' required Jenient treatment,
of the failores would have succecded if
ibey had had more practice in answering
exammnation papers, Teachers woull do
well to point out the proper way of answer-
g guestions, and require their pupils to
wWrite fair copies of test ympers. Much |
time 1= Jost in superfluons wrting, for !
which no marks can be given. The arrange- |
ment of answers was often poor, paris
of the same question being seattered over
4 book without even a number Lo identify
them. Another evidence of the want of
preparation was the misspelling of “ad-
Jective,” “pringipal sentence,” “oomma’ —

cal questions,

~—Juntor Examination.—

History.—The failures were due raiher
to inadequate than to inaccurate answers,

words of {requent occurrence in grammati- |

Many

but there was a little guessIng.

senbed as a guillotine, a parliament, an
army, and a king. There are many ndi-
cations that soch terms are not clearly un-
derstood, and this deficiency was apparent

even 1n the papers that displayed a fair

The in-!
strument of government was variously de-!

knowledge of history. The Aect of Unifor- |

mity was “taken.” the Puritans were gent
to prison or ‘“‘emancipated,” the Klizabethan
revival was “the name given to the religions
movemcent in Elizabeth’s reiem.” There 18
still little evidence that candidates are
taught anything outside the covers of the
textbook. The absence of any breadih of
view in the better papers leads one to
suppose thal the weaker candidates are
not given that assistance which

Ler.

pointz  elucidated by this

bave to the 1=¢ decimals.

harder

dates
Algebra,.—1he

of
factors

tions. .
mmg how to Yead off the answers, The!
proofs were well done, but it would be in-
teresiing to =ee a boy lose a quarter of
2 1-3 marbles. or carry a bucket whoee
capacity wus minuvs 3 gallons, Botany,—Al-
though the general characler of the writ-
ing and spelling in the papers submitted

to exercise vigillance. 1t was always a sign
of lax disciphine when a candidate conss-
tentlv misspells 80 common a word as
“stamen” or “mesoearp.’” In only two cnses

and in one case 4 candidate
script gloping 45 deg. to the le
ceived toeir rewarnd.

]f':rr-ﬁrnfcd
t: they re-

‘know the differcnt forms of government |
tried doring the Commonwealth, so alter|
writing sketchily about them he (or ghe) |

mntiinued:—*‘ﬂﬂvtlnin:lf:s:dfi‘.mrqﬂ't:ll dhgul a
good secretary and a go oreigm poliey,”
and. then followed a long account of both,
The humour was evidently unconscious on

the part of the candidate who wrote]
“Cromwell chose Barebone's Parlisment to
govern  Kngland  because they  were

crotchety and unpractical,” and also on thel

part of the candidate who stated that
“Heonry VIII. was tired of his wife and
that J.{vmnme feeling was ntnngthgntd by
the appearance of Anne Boleyn.” German.
—Most of the candidates showed their
ignorance of the mode of commencing a
letter.  The translation into German
prose exhibited a marked improvement ‘on |
that of the previous year, Geometry,—The
examination papers submitied call for little
comment this year, the chief defect heing,
a5 usual, a slipshod style of cstablishing
propogitions and riders,

3 4 L

riders set were solved by a fair proportion
!i candidates, but, as usual, the question
anvolving a locus proved beyond- the capa-
city of most students, Trigonometry.—1'he
‘majarity of candid !

eomes |
from a living interest in the subject mat- |
Arithmetic.—The most noteworthy |
examina- |
fion 12 the great reloctance most candi- |

S——

proved |
stumbling blocks, and so did the simplifica- |
The graphs were poor. few know-

LS S ———

was good, there 15 still need for teachers |

was writing so bad as to be almost illegible, ;
H

~—~Seniar Examipation.— !
History —A candidate evidently did not |

The threei!

SECLCOCs O apparatus were agam defective,
Finished drawings are not expected, but |/
at least there should be some approach to
straight lines and to the shape of vessels
used, and there should be =ome indication
that the candidate understands the essen-
tal pomnts in fitting up an apparatus for
& particular purpose. Botany.—The weakoest
part of the whole work was undoubtedly
the physiological. This, being almost en-
tircly experimental, seems (o prove most
diffieu]t both to teacher and puopil. Such
ought not to be the ecase, and the exa-
miner can do no better than refer teachers
to the iniroduetion of Osterhout's experi-
ments with plants,  Few ecological obser-
vations were noticed by the examiner. [t
would be an advantage to keep an infor-
mal notebook solély for this worlk, and
punils shonld be enconrnged to make notes
quite apart from their schoolwork. There
1# no donbt that many teachers lavish their
fondest regard on systematie botnny: some
‘of the books sent in were models of goed

e ———

\work, and one feele unegrncions in pointing
out small flawx  Physical Geoeraphy atul |
nerﬂf:p:"-'.--[{r'pﬁfﬂ o one auestion chownd
a mariked ignorance of Aunstralian me-
\teorological conditions. and an  in-
Labnlitv. without exeeption, to draw an in-
[telligible weather chart.

! —Higher Examination.—

gave evidence of careful work, but the ex-
aminer still finds room for much improve-|
ment in composition. Candidates should
aim at eimple English prose withoot slang,
but without grandiloquent language. The!
candidate who began an accounti of Wel-|
hngton with “A great light is thrown on a
hitherto obscure life by Tennyson’s poem™
‘should learn that this stilied opening could,
not hide from the least experienced  ex-
aminer the fact that the obscurity (or we!
l'mighl- call it ignorance) of Wellington's life
Lextted mercT:.' in the eandidate’s own
| mind; Wwhile the candidates who merely
|Joided down facts without framing them
1nto sentences could not ger the full credit
for them, «nce digjointed facts do not con-
stitute an aceount of a life. The life of
Wellington was not as well "done as migh:
| have Deen expected: one candidate snid he
was originally John Wesley! and another:
gave Wellington's military eareer fairly|
|well with dates, bit ended “‘his last act,
was to pass the Ballot Aet of 1877, so it
will be seen that his career as a statesman|
was not Jong,”  The ongin of the Ausgra-)
| Jinn colonies was pencrally well dpone, yot|
j one candidate smid that Sonth Australia!
"had a convict arigin.  Few scemed 1o un-,
, derstand ‘'he dmportant difference between:
1ne copstitutions of Avnstralia and Canada,
' The examiner wishes to emphasize the need
| of cultivating a clear, terse style of writing,!
| Grreek.—Tae standard was noi so high aa n,
CLatin, There was the usual tendeney tol
| think that the small words do nol mutter,
innd that anything can be taken in any
| order.  Many fanlts arnise from mere cire-
' lesaness of obgarvation and posibive neglect
to read. Voeabulary was poor. hut gram-
| matical explanationg much better tham in

Latin, The compasition wns below the level
Accentuation wns generallv

bad. Some real knowledge of siyle and
tidiom should be expected in this examina-
Latin.-~The latin candidates were
| unevem—the beet very good, and the worss,
A pood many should not
Tl'll.'-:
|
trysics has now been made compulsors
i the Higher Pnblic Examinadion far 1911,
and each candidate in thal subject will he

nf the Lann,

f f10n.

‘mtterly hopeless,
| have entered for the examinalbion.
‘eame geoeral remarks aboul carclessmess
Lapply s in Greek. Physics. —Practical work
m-p

requited to submit his laboratory notebook

i rouree,

as_evidence of the performance of a soile

" able course in such work, Chemistry.—The
| general standarnd of cavdidates this vear g
- below that of the past two veamw, the per-|

ceniige of passes being considerubly less,
18 must be bormme in wind, howeyver, that
the standard of this examination j& higi.
haing ouite up to that of the first veal |
B.Sc. Examination, And that this standard
must be mamtained in view of the fact!
(hat  passing  in ehemistry .now exsnpie
from inorganic chemistry in  Lhe' mediral

e - I

| tér will be
| mects again, and
come prepared
matters raised at yesterday's gitting. -

¥

Asked whether he thonght
the University should be om

school and
of Education (Mr,

Ernd .,d.hi- ~+-.-1-- ! - = I:1
oad 5o, dagt %%um&m :
to l!mh{a them to educate - | up

the standard required to pass the
| SILY senior examipation.
at the High Sehools
ing, and he advocated an

the . Lﬂﬁ <

ined at ‘considerable length.

school

the doo .
sufficiently

wide. to enable all students to finish off

f

. tallish a chamir of commerce an
Shair of applied

their education there, he said a compara.
tively small proportion of were
titted for Upiversity training. Diroe-

recalled when the Commission
he has been asked to
to go fully into important

L e v o e e x

mission will sit 1o Adula
Iour witnesses:
[‘qmmis.siiu_n wil
ke evidenees, Un F. el

el o enee. Un February 21 the w hartx
1S first meet
 dppoint a sccretary,

~ Modern History.—As usual most of the) Q)\'MW.Q)\) ;
papers wnitten by ihe Higher candidates. ;M W AW

ROYAL COMMISSIONS BUSY,

The University and Higaer Education
L ommission, wich exdm.ned the Uirector
of kducation on Fricay, will tak~ evidence
at FParliament House on Monday from Mr.
. Jordan (the recentiy appoiuted nspec-
‘or ol schools), and Mr. C. Bronner (pre- |
swdent of the Sthool Teaciers Union). Og |
luesday the finaj meet.nz of the nanzroo
Island Commission wili ve held snd che re-
port as anmenrded wil- be’ considered. - “Un
I bursdey - next the Br.ag o:<Gauge - Con- |

; darde -and examyue
Cn  Friday -“the rame

1 g0 ta Hawley  Bridge. to

ontages Conmission will houd |
INg to ¢iect a chairmar ® and !

e
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! COMMERCE AND APPLIED
CHEMISTRY.
SYDNEY, February 10.

1 'The State Government js negotiating
- Fatn the Sydoey University for the cstah-
- hshment ot t.]!&w IrE—one of com-
_ Ln_gm ﬁg]dvthu. her of n-pplir:él chon}i.-alry}."'
Whis Aannouncement was made to-day by
T the Minister of Pu.b-lir.‘: lustruction  (Mr.
Becby) to a deputation. Mr, Becby ad-
_mitted that the commerdal side of educa-
* tion bhad been The university,

- be Knew, was favourable to the pro
puthreed by the deputation. It was in-
lended by the Government to considerahly

) ‘ |
{ NEW,

e
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merease the. for University pur-
poscs. . The di r of Edupcation would
mvestigatesthe administration of =ome of
tiic more modern umversilies in England,
vind, provided certain arrangements counld
Lo come to with the university, it was in-
lended to provide sufficient mun?‘ to es-

. also a
chiemistry.
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