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Will .P&.;'liament be Consulted?

Members of the Opposition fear that the
| Passagé of a line off the Estimates as a first
instalinent for a pew Government House
will ‘be taken: bysthe Government as the
approval of Parhfiment to remove Govern-
meént Mouse from itd present position. The

‘desire that the matter should be dealt wit
by 1311, g0 that both Houses mav be con-
silted. In the Assembly on Tuesday  the|
Hon, A. H. Peake asked whether the Go-
vernment was going to be satisfied simply
with the passing of the I')relimiu:try Sum
ot the BEstimates, or whether it was going
to seek the approval of Parliament by Bil
before enteridg upon the project?

The Premier said the fact that the
amount had been placed “om the Estimates
did not mean that anything was going to
take place. immediately.  The idea was
that the money was there if Lhe necessity
arose.  More had been rmde out of the
matter than there bad been iny necessity
for. There was nothing under considera-
tion at present regarding the removal of
the residence.  Tlie money had been placed
on the Estimates, so that should a suitable
{:-:n]‘_aurl}' be ofiered, the Government mighi

* in a position, without any great  ex-
peénse, of aceepting. it.

The Hon, A, H. Peake asked whether he
was to undeérstand that the Government
was geing to seek the approval of Parlia-
ment to the proposed shiftinz of Govern-
ment Honse, or did the Premier regard it
purely as hn administrative act: also, if
the line on the Estimates were passéd,
would the Government then Efrﬂsia‘ur 1t
wis authorvized to shift the site of Go-
vernment House to where somé enterpris-
ing agent might find a mroperty suitable
for the. purpdse? .

The Premier—] don™® know anvthing
aboot that. Sinée' I have been Premier 1
have done no busines§ with any private
agents, whatever they may be.. When it be-
cemes a vital question for the removal of
Government House, I will get the best legal
advice of my Attorney-General. If he says
it 1= constitutional, I will bring in a |
for the purpose, and if he says 1t 18 not, I
will not. :

Mr, Chesson—You will always do the
right, won't you? °

The Premier—The sanclion of the House
‘will always be pot. :

In reply to Mr. Rudall, the Premier said
nothing definite had been done in relation
to the purchase 6f a4 new Government
House, For the Iast year or two it had
been recognised that the present site was
too valualle to be leéit as the Government
. Residence, and that the bulding should be
uzed for other purpsdes. The Governmint,
however, bad nothing before it as to what
wis to be done with the building on its
removal., If the Government bad money or
means when it had congidered the posi- |
tion it would launch out.

The Hon. A. H, Peake asked the Pre-
mier would he undertake not to buy a pro-
perty until Parliament had empowered the |
Government to ghift Paclinment House. |

The Premder said he had told the member |
there was nothing before the Government., |
If he found 1t was the duty of the Go-
vernment to introduce a Bill for the pur-
pose it would be introduced.

The Hon. A. H, Peake—Will you buy
another property ? A

The '[fltenl:inr—-lf I find m;ttI am P}u.-th]-
fied in buying a property if 1t 15 ofierec
to me, 1 will buy it, It will be submitted
to this House, and if the House passes it,
I will purchase it. I will get the best |egal
advice possible. T will get advice from
the Attorney-General. ' \

The Hon. A. H. Peake—You will have to
‘go outside for ik Cobtinwng, li¢ said
the Premier bad not  answered his
guestion, e wished to lknow
whether,. before the ﬂat'r_-rlﬁ‘m{f'.irt did

4hing in connection  with the ve.
?ﬁgml gf Government House, he would
ive Parliament—and by (hat he meant
ﬁ:th Houses—an. opportunity of expressing |
itself regurding the proposal? It was il a
uestion of finance.
'~ Mr. Rudall—Before the Government buys
|'{1w fresh land you mean? Jit
| The Hon. A, H. Peake—Yes. The point
‘about which he desired information was
eonterning the sum on the estimates. Was
it the irtention of thé Government to use
thait mmount should spme enterprising agent
wresent & proverty. and sy it was a good
Ihing for the Government to buy, or was it
the intention of the Government to gob
the permission of Parliament before doing
povthing? JaNTY
l. The Premier mid there was an amount
on the Estimates and members on tlie other
wide would be able to disenss it, and ap-|
' roye or disapprove, If the line was passed |
i the sanction of Parliament would be given |

fi ¥ 'n“l Pm‘- . 4
lﬁ&'gu Hov. A. H. Peake—Oh, mo. 1/
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READY FOR FLIGHT, |

—_—

The Antarctic Monoplane.,

h—--l—!ﬁ_-.

Passages Booked by 'Ladief

'
—— L

“Now-she’s right!” The speaker wzj
Laeut. Wutking, the airman of thé Mawson{
expedition, who on Puesday ofterpoon pus
| the hmshing touches to the rehabilit j
monoplane, which will be an Bopoctant facs
tor in the equipment of the cxpedition to
- theice regions of the south. Tue huge cases
in which the machine had been packed (ins

Lngland  were kanded from the mail stea-
mer Macedonia on Saturday, and conveyed
by lormes to the Cheltenhatm Park Race-
course, where arrangements have béen madé
jor pubhe thghts, Licut, Watkins and hisd
assistants began unpacking at 9 o'clock ond
Sunday morning 4=lvening saw that partd
of the task owvepgbut it had been accom-
plished only by genuine bard labour, which
on¢ can reulily comprebend when on
glinces at the solidly built, wellfram
zine-hned packages, On Monday the ma
chine was set up under cover of a large enn«l

vas marquee, mtyased on the north-eastern
f:}ul of the course, and the bést part of
Luesday wus occupied in fitting out and re-

i adjusting  the "humerous parfs” of thel
mechanism. It wasy intended by Lieut.

Watkins to havebad a trial flicht duri
\ the afternoon, bt & strong south-ast “mngi
induced him to postpone the imtial ascenty
until 4 more favourable opportunity.  The!
¢ngine had in the mmnw&;ﬂe Ween tested,
Arst under the marquecgand then in t.hu1
open with satisfactory réfults. As ncar asi
possible all the adjustmenis had been made
4s they were before the monoplane was
shipped in London, but Licut, Watkins de-!
sired to take no risks of damaging the ma-
cline in o descent in a high Wind, Thef
coming down apparently is tﬁﬂ difficnlt parts
of flying, und he wanted to be assured thas
everything was in perfect condition before
subjecting the monoplane to a severe test.
The mecessary “tuning up” cgn be accom-
plished only by actual flight, and the only
mian who can definitely tell when that i
accomplished iz the operator.

~—The Machine,—

A remarkable-looking machine s thal
“Mawson” aeroplane. 1t resembies nothing
50 much os a huge drogoa fly, “The latest!
thing in monoplanes,'” 1 how Licut. Wat-!
Kins describes it, “and eminently fitted for|
its projected mission in the high lsatitudes(
of the south polar regions.” It is known
as the R.K.P., the imtials of the maker's
name, Robert Ernault Peltrie, one of the

most  famous  inventors ' aud designors
ot heavier-iban-air flylng  Inachines
i JHorope. A8’ she. stands wathi
her . skids -~ and “wheels on  thel

ground, she measures 36 {t. from ti]) to
I‘.j'{.!, and 1s 44 ft. across from' plane to plane.
The total weight 18 1,200 Ib,, including the
engine, which turns the scale at 500 1b,
Une notiecs the stremgth of construction.
The qundercarvinge consista af crossed, hol-'
low steel tubing, interlaced with 14-gauge
plano wire, cach wire having a breakin
glomin of 5 tops. Thisruns the whole lengtiv
of Lhe machine. The plane wings are su
ported by steel tubibz and steel wires of
marvellons strength. All the movable parts:
have .been- made on ball bearings to afford
the minimum of friction. Each of the plane.
wings is' about 30 ft. long and 8 ft, wide.
These are constructed of scanthings, covered
with ““Confinental’” fabriy, ‘Pesémbling o
fine linen.: The two tail P]anr:.w. cach mea«
suring 6 ff, by 12 1t the rudder at
stern, theistublizmng fin, and the whole ofi
“Lhe body, in fact, aro clothed with the samer
nnterial, / For use in the antarctic. sledges
have been s lly prepared, These ‘are pes
cessarily Jongor und heavier than theskidst
which ard ordinarily attached to the unders |
| earmage, and ure made of ash; faced witl
{ phosphor-bronze, to give them a the!:
rimning ‘surfade, The engine,” which, afte
Lall, 18 the mainspring of the muching;
Hive cyhinders, and at 1,250 revoliations p
minute, it develops Gf h.p. It gives a
direct pull on the spring balanee of 500 b
I'he ‘laminated wooden propeller measn
8 Tt. mn diamoter, withea 5 {6 2 in. pite
The cqiuipment includes & spare one,
well'ns two spare eylinders: and duplicate
parts,  Seating accommodation 18 provided
in.the machine for o passenger in.additiony .
o the. operator, but a ﬁmcsnd-pmmn:a
mg:v.'*]- hti-’mrrir.-d with ﬂglu: discomfort, a
with Lthree average-weight  persons, :
Pmm[; and other ories, the machi
hos o !iftmg“?owgr [ about 700 1. Th
pays Iieut. Watking, she bas accomplishe
‘with absolute ecase. The engine is start
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up the main supporting steel tubing.
- —Sueessful Engine Trial—
JDuring Tuesday afternoon’s trial the
gmes made 1,100 revolutioms  per mi
-ﬂ;ﬂlﬁmt mng ﬂpenndunul:, l:iud the noisy
of the whirh ropeler, and of the un
silenced uhuﬁﬁtt{nuﬂ like ope’ : m-
explosion. “If t propeller going at 400
revolutions swere mpstrike ngn : ker”
hand,” said Laent. Watkins, “it would sover
1t as a guillotine wounld. but at 1,100 revo

lutions it would probably cause

warping | for -~ lates
and aft, for ‘up, and down, and pp-

ope i

no m
than a bruise, but tha propeller ‘n‘nﬁ;

smash mto t nds of pieces.”

—Fhgivt Passages Booked.— -
Intemse interest is being taken in tha
monoplane. Fach day smince its armival ag
Chelténham it has been viewed by scores
of pcc?J)le, and Licut. Watkins bas already
booked passages for at least a dozen per<
sons who want to experience the sensationy

of flying through the air. Five of
numb-:r?lrc ladiea, o ﬂ:u(
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