. University ~ Extension = lectures on
“‘The Leaders of ‘the . Mddle}
CAges was . delivered in s Queen's

spent a mood deal of time in the study
of it, On-two occasions he had visited

|

Hall last nieht. The subject of the lec-
ture was I'rancis of Assisi. The audicénce
| was again - so large as practically
ll the building. !
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PROFESSOR HENDERSON'S |
LECTURES.

The second of Professor Henderson's

to

Professor Henderson said that the
character of Francis of Assisy had:in-
terested him very much, and he  had

‘who called themselves | ne. :
nclined to believe that if they
| {were to maintain ;
‘pathy with their spiritual ideals the

| L Were

JACHIS WHTEH had THeen present, v

Ih EWG
[mn Chri

¢esian Chapelt since the seco
contury. Ieancis reprosented oné and

| the Popn the other, and beth helonged

| L]

‘to the same Churel, There were those
Christians who

u

keonness - of  sym-

better plan was to keep apart irom

imatorinl power and wealth, and rely on

tually lofty.
i a working world, where they must
| take men and women as thew were, |
and that if they desired to make their |

Italy in order to substantiate what had |
seemed to him to be rather wonderful
in the history of this man’s life. Iran-
cis' of Assisi was born six years beforo

King Richard I. of Hngland ascended the !
Throne. and an important ' part of his |
work was performed during the early !
part of the thirteenth cenfury. That !
was a long time ago, but even at the !
present. day. they wonld find it they.
travelled through Italy that the anfiu-]
cnce ol St. Francis was still | tremen- '

dous. There was hardly a character to

" whom modern historians bad devoted
Fnore attention, and the Treason un-
“donbtedly was that he had a message

¥
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for onr own times. We were all now
strugeling to attain something like ' &

" conpetence, and the object of the lec-|

ture was to rationalise the career of a
man who had for an ideal- and the
purpese of his hie's ambition. poverty, |

! and who made one of the most strenn-

'
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- the second hqcim'tﬂ , ier,
" Heo thought his vocation was that of a
. soldier, and when he was absent on

cineluded in the term personal wealth.

! upon & merry  meeting with his boon

£

| The crucifix seemed to

ony endeavours in  history . to Keep
adrift. frdm everything that. might bo |

He was the son of well-to-do parents in
the north of Italy. He was always
tlie mest conspicuous figure in the re-
vels in which he indulged. and he took
a position among the nobles, his father
providing him with money for the pur-
pose. Two voices called him from early
vears, and as time passéd the tones of

lln-uder and louder.

\l

militars #ervice he had—to nse  the
language of ihe ghronicles—a wision. A
voice <aid to him, “You lhave mado a
mistake, You have other work. Retnrn
to Asaisi.” After he went back he con-
tinued troubled in his mind, Following

companions, he was found looking out
on the starlit night, and was asked jo
a jesting tone, “I'rancis, are you think-
ing of a wife?” To this he made an-
swor, YT am ifhinking of a wife moro
noble. more rich, more beautiful than
anything you can conceive,”  Who was
the wife? 'They would mlmg' #mile
whon he told them the Lady Poverts.
Francis was a man with an im.

tion, and poverty had hecome

L

find. He was making up s | d'l'ln
od poverty) THAL Tarked: T firat’
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on the altar. On changed ok
with a beggar, and went alioub
city aeking alms, Hg had a ' s

vision in the Church of St, Jamie

and a vo
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“thera wore those who said that
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{ personality by enr

the resource that was  within them.
There was another ideal’

that their ambitions

ideals effectiva they must have power,
Francis came to the Pope not for pri-
vilege. It for sanction to, follow cer-
tain 1deals. The first: of thede was to be
at peace, with his neighhours, which was
a diffirult mattor in the middle ages.
The swcond was “lahour.’” The traveller
to Italy was pursued by beggars, Hld
1S
spirit had been fostered by Irancis of
Assisi, This; however, was untrue.
Work was one of the most 1mportant

prineiples of the Order. and if its fol- |

lowers wore unable to obtain money for
thaoir work. in order ‘to  buy & few
crumbs, they were to beg as o flnat
resort. and “a spiritnal  exercise. The
third principle in the Rule of the Or-
der. was poverty. Clothing, habitation,
‘and food were reduced to the barest
necessities.  Had I'rancis become a
member of, a recognised Order like the
Dominicans, ho could bave had many
privileges, but these, he declarec,
would: bege
nane of them. Neither would he have
anything in the way of personal glory.
The critics of Francis said that he de-
nounced learning, and so he did, but 1t
was learning of a certain kind. ‘There
was a sort of learning that made people
superior, exclusive, supercilious. That
was not learning at all. What Fran-
cis was afraid of was the spiritual and
intellestual pride which made men pass
by on the other side.  Superciliousness
of mind was one of the great barriers
to the time progress of education, and
Francis feared his followers would . be-
who would know about
things instead of being able to do
them.  Education was an equipment
that performed, and was not a mere
matter of indulgence. There was the

rsonal side of life, which consisted of
looking after ‘number ome.” aro

‘wag o higher side, and in tho exercise |

of the faculties belonging to that
higher side they might enrich their own

cghing the personality
of others and giving out something.
By giving thoy received—that was the
wparadox.  Francis was a spiritual
‘genius who knew from early years that
man’s true destiny was nothing short
of God. Sabatier gave reasons why
tho_followers of Irancis could realise
theiy ambition. IFrancis o the
onder absolutely democratic.

| hem w £ ity, M
Ji'i_‘-ham from "-El. matcrial anxiety,

tha

IX. of France was a momber, and so
were the lepers and beggars of Italy.
It  beeame the most powerful  or-
ders in Europe, and had two
ﬂe}c!lm -pﬂippln t_:!n , it t.bbﬂfﬂftf -It'_r:_‘p_cis
died,  “Poverty,” 1t was sawd,
“not only permitted the brothers to
» with .the poor and speak to
' but, :.mmm'imf;é
oft
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which « said
might be spiri- | vealed _ 1g]
but that they were living | cording to the Rule of the

t' pride, and he would haye
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nd | struggle himself

' for these wounds to have appeared

- The third of Professor

and, whatever ‘might 1
caso with his followers,
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lost touch with it. * Hi

thio man as far ag
human point of view, and
mind thom that every censuré passid
on Frapcis of Assis; was  a' colsnn
passed ?nn Christianity. PN
made a'determived altempt (o redode
to practice the teaching of the Sexmon
on the mount. “The Bost K -F'jgt -
vealed to me that I ought to Iv a ac-
did Jlive according to this rale, sod it
was a great thing that one man iplis. |

turt' could say that: RIS ':Lf_i‘.:
A highly interesting serios _of.‘hjft ]

views were exbibited.  These ineluded
rtraits, pictures, and vicws collected
v Professor Hﬂhﬂurs_un_ himsell '_ﬁh_‘l‘;é
i Ttaly.  While accompanying ‘the suc-
coeding illustrations with -’q:l:pi#nl%|
obdarvations, the lecturer roferved m=
‘cidontally to thé “stigmata,”  or the
muarks of the five wounds " of Christ,
whic Francis was reputed to béar on
his body. He said that the historian
had documentary evidence of the first
importance to attest the truth of the
stigmata.” From the physiologieal:
and psychological = side, so/. persuade
was he of the inflnence of the mind

over the body that he thought e could

prove, step by step, that it was possih}:i
an
for blood to have comé fromn them.

The next lecture will be on' Kmg
Toouis IX. of France, amd will be 'do-
livered in the Town Hall wext Wednes-
day night. | |
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- Professor Henderson
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