
 322 

 

Part VI: Iconographic Appendix 

For the historian photographs are not decorative but rather visual information as significant as 
written documents. Since the development of this technology in the nineteenth century the 
working class has used photography to record its rights of passage, customs and institutions. 
What follows is a selection of images which are material evidence for the biography of 
Francesco Giovanni Fantin. 

A more comprehensive selection of images will shortly be available at the ‘FaberFantin’ 
website in advance stage of construction.
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Francesco Giovanni Fantin 1924 

 

This is the best known photograph of FG Fantin. It has been published by Cresciani in 
Fascism, Antifascism & the Italians in Australia, where he also appears wearing a foulard 
in a Matteotti Club group photo [being one of the founders of the Club], by Andrighetti for 
the State Library of NSW in the catalogue Italians in NSW, and by Menghetti in her The 
Red North, an excellent study of the context of North Queensland radicalism in which Fantin 
operated. It is one of the images circulated during the fight for justice after Fantin's 
assassination. It was taken in 1924 before his emigration as a defiant assertion of his 
anarchism after he had been spat upon for wearing this costume in the public square of San 
Vito.  

The red foulard was a political fashion statement, and underlines the degree to which post 
Great War anarchism in Italy was a youth movement which expressed itself also through 
personal sartorial style. The novelist Carlo Cassola has a mother tell her son in A Man Alone 
`Once upon a time certain things were customary...There were those that did not go to 
church, those who wore top hats, and those who wore bow ties. Then the fascists came along 
and pulled everyone into line. They couldn't bear the sight of top hats and bow ties. The 
masons and the anarchists were easily identified. 
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Giovanni-Battista & Catterina Manea Fantin 

 

The parents of FG Fantin, pictured here in their maturity, bequeathed popular values which 
FG Fantin re-elaborated into an anarchist politics. Note the modest sobriety of their dress and 
the crucifix worn by Signora Fantin nee` Manea. The crucifix was the emblem of a shared 
communal morality so all pervading that the Italian language then referred, and still to this 
day refers to some extent, to people as 'cristiani'. Note also the gentlemanlike deference 
which Giovanni Battista accords his wife as mother of the family, standing a little to the side 
and the rear of her. 

Photo courtesy of the Bortoloso family, SVL. 
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Birthplace 

 

 

This modest but substantial residence has been inhabited throughout the twentieth century by 
the related Fantin and Bortoloso families. FG Fantin was born in the upstairs room adjacent 
to the courtyard entrance. The keystone above that entrance bears the incision 149X, which 
would suggest that there has been a continuous succession of dwellings on the site since the 
dawn of the modern era in Italy. Thus the very stones of his birthplace evoke the history of 
the mass Italian migration to the new world which began with the voyage of the Genoese 
Columbus. 
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The Veneto 

 
 
Map showing Schio in the foothills of the Prealpi Vicentini, and the Veneto in the context of 
the Italian peninsular. Fantin's home town of San Vito de Leguzzano was and is a hamlet in 
the Schio district. In 1916 the district was the objective of the Hapsburg ‘Strafexpedition’ or 
‘Punitive Expedition’, the codename of the Austrian spring offensive which only narrowly 
failed to knock Italy out of the Great War.
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The High Factory & Dolomites 
 

 

In the foreground The Lanerossi High Factory in geographical context, with Schio nestling in 
the foothills of the Lesser Dolomite mountains in the distance to the northwest. It was the 
flagship establishment of the Rossi woollen conglomerate in the Schio district, and it appears 
that Fantin met his wife when they were working there for the firm. 

Photo ‘Il LeggiCitta`: Schio’ 
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General Guglielmo Pecori Giraldi, Commandant I Army 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

General Pecori Giraldi, a Florentine aristocrat, pictured here after the war in his 
uniform as a Field Marshal of Italy, supervised the trial of 29 soldiers of the mutinous 
8th Infantry Regiment, which rebelled at Fantin's home town of San Vito de 
Leguzzano early in August 1917, discharging their weapons in the air and demanding 
peace. Seven soldier's were executed. Pecori Giraldi callously told his cook to make 
the meal to be cooked for him after the trial a good one, otherwise the cook would be 
the eighth man shot. 

On the eve of the fascist March on Rome in October 1922, General Pecori Giraldi 
waited upon King Vittorio Emmanuele III together with Field Marshal Diaz, 
Cadorna's successor. Asked by the King `What will the Army do?' Diaz replied 
`Majesty, the army will do its duty, however it would be well not to put it to the test'. 
Pecori Giraldi supported his remarks. The King followed their advice, refusing to 
declare a State of Emergency and appointing Mussolini to form a ministry.  

Photo from 

 

Guglielmo Pecori Giraldi: L’Archivio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE:  This photo is included on page 328 of the print copy of the 

thesis held in the University of Adelaide Library. 
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La comitiva 

 

This group photograph shows FG Fantin in profile wearing a bow tie and carrying the 
swordstick he kept about him for protection. The fact that the party are grouped around a 
priest suggests how pervasive was the influence of the Church in the social life of a small 
village like San Vito. 

Photograph from the Bortoloso family collection.
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Magre` House of the People 

 
 

The Magre` House of the People, where meeting rooms and bar facilities were available to 
the parties, unions, associations and individual activists of the local working class. Gaetano 
Panizzon, a mentor of the young Fantin, was a resident of Magre` who frequented this centre. 
Note the nationalist touch of the tricolour flying from the balcony. It was closed by fascist 
violence in September 1922. 

From  Casciola & Sermasi  Vita di Blasco
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La disperata 

 

The Schio fascist death squad `La Disperata’. Groups like this terrorised and intimidated Italy 
from 1919. 

Photo from Simini Il nostro signor capo 
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Carmagnola, Fantin & Marta Toast Resistance 

 

`We drink to the oppressed and those who proudly fight, near or far, and those who suffer, 
sacred martyrs for the justice of tomorrow’ This group portrait of three subversives from San 
Vito was taken in  the late 1920s and sent home to encourage friends, relatives & comrades. 

From the Bortoloso family collection.
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Cane Train 

 
 
This photograph has enjoyed some prominence as an emblem of the canefields, appearing in 
the volume of the Bicentennial History dedicated to the sesquicentenary year of 1938, & in 
Murphy ed `The Big Strikes: Queensland 1889-1965' [where the editor misattributed it to the 
time of the historic Weill's Disease Dispute, which introduced the practice of burning 
standing cane as a health and safety measure.] This copy is from the Bortoloso family 
collection, and FG Fantin wearing his trade mark hat is clearly marked with an arrow. This is 
the first time that Fantin's presence in this photograph has been noted. All the Fantin sugar 
industry photographs express pride in workmanship, embodied here in the imposing mass of 
cane cut. 
 
From the Bortoloso family collection
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The Ghenga 
 

 

`Ghenga' was the transliteration current amongst Italians on the canefields for the English 
term `gang', meaning `squad' or `team'.  

This cane gang includes from the viewer's left to right the Schio anarchist Gaetano Panizzon 
& FG Fantin. Panizzon was the supplier, witting or unwitting, of the explosives used in the 
1921 Diana Theatre outrage in Milan, the worst anarchist terrorist attempt in Italian history. 
Fantin was a known associate of Panizzon in his youth.  

Note Fantin's battered work hat, an identifying element in this and other photographs. Both 
Panizzon & Fantin spent much of the interwar period commuting between the canefields and 
the Geelong textile mills, Fantin residing with the Panizzon household.  

It was reported to Australian  intelligence that  Fantin would talk anarchism to his colleagues 
at the drop of a hat and after his death his comrades recorded that he was known throughout 
the canefields for his antifascism. The ghenga’s will have been the venue of much of his 
propagandising by word of mouth & distribution of literature. 

From the Bortoloso family collection
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Casa Fantin, North Queensland 
 

 
 
The Fantin household in tropical Queensland; Francesco Fantin sports an anarchist foulard, 
his brother Alfonso beside him, whilst Luigi Fantin stands with his wife Giuseppina Saccardo 
and their two sons. 
 
From the Bortoloso family collection 
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Fantin In Later Years 
 

 

The rather fatigued appearance of FG Fantin in this photograph seems linked to the downcast 
sentiments expressed in a letter to a friend, Nino, intercepted by military intelligence in 
December 1941, not long before Fantin was interned. It was translated somewhat literally by 
EM Jones for the Security Service in June 1942, but Fantin's tendency to fall into a poetic 
cadence emerges clearly. It contrasts the hopes of his revolutionary youth back in 
subtemperate Northern Italy with the realities of life in the tropics, which he was beginning to 
find tiresome. Indeed Fantin here looks and sounds as if he were depressed. It needs also to 
be remembered that this was the lowest point of the war for the Allies. 

Dear Ones, No good wishes for the time when the good memories of times past were wont to 
be recalled at our houses among good friends with the snow driving outside. No good wishes 
for the time when the new year was beginning with the promise of being better than the old. 
Today from these lands silent under the lashing rays of the tropical sun, with the monotony of 
a night that is too long, there is only a curse for the evil times. This life is sad. It is too long 
for a sojourn in these lands. The times are too dark for good wishes... 

. 

From the Panizzon family collection. 



Francesco Ianello 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Francesco Ianello, Western Australian Italian internee, suspected with good reason by 
the Australian authorities of involvement in the assassination of Francesco Fantin. 

Photo National Archives of Australia PP302/1 WA18106 
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NOTE:  This photo is included on page 337 of the print copy of the 

thesis held in the University of Adelaide Library. 
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Detective Sergeant ‘Bill’ ‘Tracker’ Gill 

 

Detective Sergeant Gill was in charge of the police investigation into the death of FG Fantin. 
He found that Fantin had been assassinated, but that a charge of murder could not be proven 
because of fascist intimidation of witnesses & spiriting away of material evidence, namely 
the blunt instrument used to kill him & the cap Fantin had been wearing, which would have 
accounted for the lack of traumata to the scalp which Dr LE Verco maintained suggested 
accidental injury. The two extensive searches made in Compound 14A for the cap show how 
determined Gill was to demonstrate in spite of medical opinion that Fantin had been 
deliberately injured. 

Photograph circa 1950 Courtesy of SAPOL.
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Lieutenant Charles Riscbieth Jury 

 

Classical humanist scholar, poet & soldier, the discretely homosexual Charles Jury 
matriculated from St Peter’s College to Oxford, volunteering for service with the Oxford & 
Bucks Light Infantry and was wounded on the Western Front. He is pictured here as a young 
officer. As a middle aged Intelligence Officer at Loveday he was quick to apprehend that 
Fantin had been assassinated and to communicate his observations to his superiors and the 
police. 

Photo courtesy of Mr Ian Purcell 
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Martyrdom 

 
 
This memorial token of Fantin was circulated by his comrades on the anniversary of his 
death. The headline reads `Christ was not vanquished on the cross, but he who dies for liberty 
defeats death. The legend attributes his death to `fascist assassins', a clear allusion to the 
belief that Fantin's killer acted for conspirators. 
 
From the collection of Professor Toni Comin.



Justice Richards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
Puisne Justice Richards was a highly legally educated judge who heard the case 
against Fantin's killer Giovanni Casotti. At the hearing he accepted the submission of 
the defense, unopposed by the prosecution which was embarrassed by lack of proof, 
that the death of Fantin had been caused accidentally. This alarmed Fred Paterson, the 
communist lawyer from North Queensland where Fantin had been politically active, 
who began collecting evidence. At trial Richards was nevertheless obliged to hand 
down a light sentence of two years hard labour. 
 
From Coventry Centenary Celebrities 
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NOTE:  This photo is included on page 341 of the print copy of the 

thesis held in the University of Adelaide Library. 
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Part VIII: Bibliography 

 

Of books: I idolise them for their unparalelled  value as an agency helping 

mankind to higher destinies. They are the helping channels through which the 

influence flows that makes the difference between the wise and, well – the 

otherwise. 

  Cole9

                                                 
9 Cited Dictionary of Australian Quotations p58 

 

 

The prime function of this bibliography is to give full bibliographic particulars  

of references given in the endnotes. For ease and accuracy of consultation the publication 

dates given below are those of the editions consulted. It needs to be remembered that many of 

these works were first published previously, and therefore made their debut in critical 

discussion earlier.  

 

  The Italian abbreviation `acd’ stands for `a cura di’, literally `in the care of’ 

and translates the English abbreviation `ed’, edited. 
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Mastellone Salvo 

`Emigration as an ideological problem for the fascist state’ 

in Bosworth & Ugolini 

War , Internment & Mass Migration: the Italo-Australian Experience 
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McQueen Humphrey 

`Taking a Strong Stand’ Historians at Work Hicks Smith & Sons Sydney 1973 

 

Menghetti Diane 

`The Internment of Italians in North Qld’  

Australia, the Australians & the Italian Migration 
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Australian Labour History Reconsidered Australian Humanities Press Adelaide 1999 

 

Passerini Luisa 

`Work ideology and working class attitudes to fascism’ 

Thompson ed Our Common History Pluto Press 1982 

 

Pessman Cooper R 
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Discorsi parlamentari pubblicate per deliberazione della Camera dei Deputati 
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Oral Sources 

 

Signora Abram Maria – DF Magre` di Schio 15 December 1987 

Signor Amato Francesco – DF Adelaide 12 July 2002 

Anonymous, Bar `Due Spade’ – DF Schio 24 April 1987 

Brothers Ieraci & D’Orsogna – R Gower 27 October 2002 

Signora Bettanin Amelia – DF SVL  22 December 1987 & 16 February 1988 

Signor Bortoloso Valentino – DF SVL 14 December 1987 & 16 February 1988 

Signora Campanaro Giovannina – DF SVL 23 February 1988 

Signor Carmignola Francesco – Angela Diana 1981 SLNSW VT 273-4 

Mr Cavadini Fabio – DF Adelaide 19 February 1985 

Signor Clementi Girolamo – DF SVL Schio 23 February 1988 

Signor Cunial Andrea Angelo – DF Ashton 4 July 2002 

Mrs Fantin, Beverly - DF Adelaide 7 February 2003 

Signora Fantin Ines – Shaneen Fantin Edmonton 9 January 2003 

Signor Franzina senior – DF Vicenza 30 April 1987 

Signor Giovanni Maria Grotto – DF Brunswick 29 March 1992 

Mr Ken Guttee – DF Adelaide 29 October 2003 

Messers Manea, Ermenegildo & Angela nee` Carmignola – DF Schio 7 June 1987 

Signora Martini Carmine – DF SVL  23 December 1987 

Signora Martini Rosa – DF SVL 16 December 1987 

Mr McInnes Ray – DF Beaumont 29 August 2002 

Mr Panizzon Spartaco – DF Geelong May 1989 

Signor Pegoraro Gaetano – DF Schio 15 December 1987 

Signor Salvador Riccardo – DF Schio November 1986 

Dr DW Shepherd – DF Adelaide 1985 

DR LE Verco – DF Adelaide 1985 

Signor Xoccato Alberto – DF SVL 23 February 1988 
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Archival Sources: Italian 

 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1920 b10 Biennio Rosso 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1920 B12 b69 Complemento Carabinieri Provincia di Vicenza 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1920 C1 b74, 78, 113, 118 & 122 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1920 C2 1920 b110, 111, & 113 Biennio Rosso 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1920 K9 b147 Primo Maggio 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 C2 Vicenza Agitazione Tessili 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 C2 b76 Vicenza Agitazione Tessili 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 C2 b77 Paramilitari Operaie 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 G1 b90 Legge Disarmo 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 K1 b114 Lusignoli, Anarchici & Communisti 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921 K1 b115 Gruppi Proletari di Educazione Fisica Vicenza 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921-2 Gabinetto Bonomi Ordine Pubblico b1 Pacificazione 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921-2  Gabinetto Bonomi Ordine Pubblico b6 Vicenza 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1921-2 Gabinetto Bonomi Ordine Pubblico b61 Legge Disarmo 

ACS Roma MI DGPS AGR 1930-31 I – 4/1 b388 Stampa Sovversiva in Australia 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b313 Baratto Ernesto 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 Basso Emilia 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 Basso Francesco 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b1948 Fantin Francesco Giovanni 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b3699 Panizzon Gaetano 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b4907 Spiller Giovanni 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b4907 Spiller Ledi 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b4907 Spiller Luigi 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC J-5 1939 Antico Giovanni Terribile 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC J-5 1939 b69 Carmignola Francesco Giussepe 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC J-5 1940 b119 Fantin Luigi Francesco 

ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC J-5 1938 Shaw Professor Robert 

ACS Roma Tribunale Militare di Guerra V Corpo d’Armata Vols 12-14 

ACS Vicenza Matricola Militare Carmignola Francesco Giuseppe classe 1900 

ACS Vicenza Matricola Militare Fantin Francesco Giovanni 

 

ACSVL Schede anagrafici e scholastici 
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ALBCS Documenti vari 

 

ALS Raccoglitore 1 a/b, 15, 22 & 29 Documenti vari 

 

APS Libri Sentenze No 44, 48-50 

 

APSVL Stato d’anime 1744 – 1938 Libro 1-6;  Libro chronistorico  

 

 

Archival Sources: Australian 

 

NAA: BP242/1 Q30084 Fantin Francesco 

NAA: A373 10913 Fantin Francesco 

NAA: MP742/1 255/12/12 Fantin Francesco 

NAA: A1/1 28/6944 Fantin Luigi 

NAA: A367/1 C48062 Fantin Alfonso 

NAA: BP242/1 Q25027 Anarchism in Australia 

NAA: MP60/1 149/41 Labour & National Service Secret files 1942-50 

 

SRSA: GRG 5/46/1942/14757 CIB Report 23 November 1942 

 

LSCSA Rex v Casotti No 31 1942 December Sessions, Supreme Court SA Justice Richards 

presiding. 
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1 Essays LIII 
 
2 Q 25.2 
 
3 See my misevaluation of some of the evidence in `Prigionieri di Guerra e internati civili in 
Australia fra Guerra e dopoguerra: le fonti australiane, italiane britanniche e svizzere’ in 
AAVV Una storia di tutti p323-4 
 
4 The above synthesises the essence of the methodological reflections of Gramsci on what he 
termed `the history of the subaltern classes.' See particularly Q 25: `At the margins of history', 
Notes 2, 4 & 5 in particular. 
 
5 Hirshfield `New Worlds from Old’ Social Studies Vol.82 1991 
 
6 The History Wars p33 
 
7 Paradise of Dissent p.v 
 
8 See Bibliography 
 
9 The History of the Paris Commune p5 
 
10 `Has History Made Progress?’ On History p61 
 
11 See Come si scrive una tesi [How to Write a Thesis] 
12 Cited by Franzina `Gli smarrimenti di Clio’ Belfagor 1980 fascicolo 3 p349 
 
13 Parish Register SVL 22 January 1901 records that Francesco Giovanni Fantin was born on 
the 20th. 
 
14 Lanaro Il Veneto p74 
 
15 Ibid p75 
 
16 Ibid p170 
 
17 Italia Nostro Schio: Schio; archeologia industriale no date or impagination. 
 
18 AL Raccoglitore1 a/b, b10, Manuscript address to Council 16 October 1878 
 
19 Simini in Franzina acd La Classe gli Uomini ed i Partiti Vol.I p171-4. The newspapers 
cited are Il Corriere di Vicenza & Il Panaro 
 
20 These points are made by Simini in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p200, although the 
explanation of the hold of the myth of the good master led astray by evil counsellors as a relic 
of preindustrial times is a development of my own. Simini’s source in this regard is `Sciopero 
minacciato a Torrebelvicino e il solito ciabattino’ in Il Fascio Operaio 27 April 1890 
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21 ASRV Copia lettere particolare A.Rossi to Beppe 8/7/1890 cited by Simini in Franzina acd 
CUP Vol.I p201-2 
 
22 Simini after Canaglia in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p160 
 
23 `Sciopero di donne’ in Giornale Visentin 30 July 1893 & `Il partito a Schio’ in La lotta di 
classe 19-20 August 1893 cited by Simini in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p204 
 
24 Simini suggests p204 that over a thousand workers struck on the first day. 
 
25 Simini in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p205 
 
26 `Sciopero di donne’ in Giornale Visentin 30 July 1893 cited by Simini in Franzina acd 
CUP Vol.I p204 
 
27 Simini in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p158 & 207 
 
28 Adriatico 13 April 1891 cited by Simini in Franzina acd CUP Vol.I p204 
29 ALBCS Atti Societari Documento 85 
 
30 ALBCS Atti Societari Documento 86 

 31 From The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. Cited by McLellan The Thought of Karl Marx p63 
 

32 Dictionary of Australian Quotations entry B310, from the poem `Land of No Fathers’ 
 
33 AL Laneficio Rossi Pieve 12/1930 Statistica Operai 110 & 113 
 
34 Rowse The Early Churchills p418 
 
35 The idiom was provincial or perhaps regional. The friulan mother of Luigi Meneghello 
who reports it was disconcerted, thinking that she was being told that there was something 
wrong with her baby’s eyes: See Libera nos a Malo` p33. The `poor thing’ who was 
commiserated for a cold at San Vito in the winter of 1986/7 was myself. 
 
36 Parish Register SVL 22 January 1901. 
 
37 Meneghello Libera nos a Malo` p3 - 7. 
 
38 Bortoloso Family Interview SVL 1987 & Meneghello cit p147 
 
39 Maria Fantin Abrams-DF Magre` di Schio 15 December 1987 
 
40 See below `Industrial Mobilisation…’ 
 
41 Fantin `Thoughts & Memories’ in NAA: BP242/1 Q30084. Where the translator appears to 
me to have been too literal I have assumed the responsibility of a more idiomatic phrasing 
and punctuation, to prevent the false impression arising that Fantin was dull witted. The 
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Italian original of this document seems to have been returned to his brothers and lost in a 
canefield fire on their property along with other personal papers. 
 
42  This was the symbolic visual metaphor employed by Doppio Teatro / Paralello in their 
worthy evocation of the Fantin affair Rosso come il diavolo/ Red Like the Devil, first 
produced in the late 1980s. 
 
43 As late as the mid 1980s this usage was still employed by Signora Salvina Porta, my wife’s 
grandmother, a woman of peasant extraction originating from the Province of Bergamo and 
resident at Cernusco Sul Naviglio in the outskirts of metropolitan Milan. This usage is 
reminiscent of that of some traditional peoples, whose names for themselves not 
uncommonly translate as a simple description of the community as `the people’. 
 
44 On popular belief in the district see Meneghello cit., Ch. 25; for the concept of `bare bones’ 
religiosity see p219. Signora Salvina Porta, mentioned above, in her old age never questioned 
the existence of God but never went to church or confessed, protesting that she had always 
worked too hard to have had time to commit sin and had much too much housework to do.  
 
45 Gaeta La crisi di fine secolo e l’eta` Giolittiana p39-40 & Nesti Gesu` socialista` 
 
46 On the characteristic anticlericalism of anarchism see Carocci Giolitti e l’eta` Giolittiana 
p104-5 
47 Marx The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon cited by McLellan in The Thought of 
Karl Marx 2nd ed. p63. 
 
48 I owe my familiarity with this idiom to Anna Maria Fabrizio. 
 
49 See Meneghello Libera nos a Malo` p132. The sexual division of spiritual labour was 
operative in the Fabrizio household where I was a son in law in the periphery of Milan in the 
mid 1980s, and was mentioned by Mr Andrea Cunial when interviewed at Ashton in the 
Adelaide Hills, 4/7/2002. 
 
50 Meneghello ibid p112. 
 
51 Signora Amelia Bettanin-DF SVL (VI) 22 December 1987. 
 
52 Meneghello Libera nos a Malo` p110ff. 
 
53 Ibid p112 & 132. 
 
54 Valentino Bortoloso – DF SVL 14 December 1987 
 
55  Professor Alan Watson, ABC Radio National 30 July 2002. 
 
56 Watson ibid. The literacy threshold he cites at the dawn of the century is derived from 
UNESCO statistics. The century closed with global literacy at 77% (website). I have given 
his view of the revolutionary implications of mass literacy a political accent. 
 
57 Zimmern & Agresti New Italy p80 
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58 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Mensuale e Annuale Scuola Maschile 1902-3 
 
59 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Generale Scuola Maschile Classe I 1913-14. 
 
60 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Maschile degli scrutini e degli esami 1913-14. 
 
61 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Generale Scuola Maschile 1913-14 
 
62 ACSVL b.D16 Registro  Mensuale e Annuale Scuola Elementare Classe I Mista 1902-3 & 
Registro Generale Scuola Feminile Classe I 1915-16. 
 
63 Zimmern & Agresti New Italy p79 re education; passim re the theme of the work. 
 
64 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Mensuale ed Annuale della Scuola Elementare Classe I Mista 
1902-3: 19 Fantin Luigi. 
 
65 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro degli esami e degli scutini Scuola Elementare Maschile 1913-14: 
14 Fantin Alfonso. 
 
66 APSVL Libro Chronistorico p17. 
 
67 The source of this information is Paolo Snichelotto, municipal archivist. 
 
68 Giovanni Maria Grotto – DF Coburg Victoria 29 March 1992 
 
69 Meneghello Libera nos a Malo p15. 
 
70 ACSVL b.D/16 Spechietto degli Scrutini Finali Classe I 1915-16, Registro Scuola 
Maschile Classe I 1915-16 & Registro Generale della Scuola Feminile Classe I 1915-16. 
 
71  In working class Liverpool after 1945, pre-school education was considered an 
unnecessary and onerous expense by the family of the young Tom Sheridan, later the 
supervisor of this thesis. A quarter of a century further on in provincial Tasmania, the 
adoptive mother of the author, the working class wife of a lower middle class shopkeeper, 
chose not to avail herself of free public pre-schooling for her son because she feared the 
precocious separation and schooling it signified to her. 
 
72 B Saccardo `Gli Ottant’anni di vita dell’asilo’ La Giara July 1987, published with a 
crowded photo of the `maternal school’ or `sanctuary nest’ dated 1924 
 
73 ACSVL b.D/16. The teachers were Geremia Roncan, Elena Sterle, Maria Pizzardin Pietro 
Grison & Angelina Masscasola. All but the last specified on school registers that they were 
unmarried, Masscasola not filling in the appropriate entry. 
 
74 Davis Conflict & Control: Law & Order in 19th Century Italy p266. 
 
75  ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Elementare Classe I Mista 1902-3. One hundred children 
enrolled under the tutelage of Signorina Sterle, who ended up teaching about half that 
number. 
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76  Gaeta La crisi di fine secolo e l’eta Giolittiana p137 
 
77 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Maschile Classe II/III 1902-3 
 
78 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Maschile Classe I 1913-14, Registro Scuola Maschile 
Classe I 1915-16, & Registro Scuola Feminile Classe I 1915-16 
 
79 Davis Conflict & control: Law & order in 19th century Italy p267 
 
80 Bertoni Jovine Storia dell’educazione popolare in Italia p141 
 
81 Hentze Pre-Fascist Italy p56-7 & 71-2 
 
82 `S. Vito di Leguzzano – Megalomania o Inconscienza? – In Provincia’ La Provincia di 
Vicenza 12 March 1921 p2 
 
83 S Vito di Leguzzano – Ne` Megalomania Ne` Incoscienza – in Provincia La Provincia di 
Vicenza 19 March 1921 p2 
 
84 This `ancient tradition’ was cited on 26 October 1920 by the catholic Corriere Vicentino in 
commenting the administrative elections: now in Furegon `I socialisti vicentini tra 
riformismo e rivoluzione 1919-24’ in Franzina acd CUP p746 
 
85 Ibid p265 
 
86 Bertoni Joveni Storia dell’educazione popolare in Italia  p141 & Mack Smith Italy p55 & 
57 
87 Giolitti Memoirs p170 
 
88 Zimmern & Agresti New Italy p82 
 
89 Mack Smith Italy p55 
 
90 Davis Conflict & Control p266 
 
91Zimmern & Agresti New Italy p82 
 
92 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Maschile 1915-16 & Registro Scuola Feminile 1915-16 
 
93 Frank Carmagnola – Angela Diana 1981 VT 273 – 4 SLNSW 
 
94 ACSVL b.D/16. Different registers printed at different times by the Commune referred to 
its `Elementary School’ or `Elementary Schools’. The singular is employed with reference to 
a senior primary class in 1913-14, so it would appear that its reference to Elena Sterle’s 
beginners class of 1902-3 is not a reference to the kindergarten mentioned below. Rather the 
oscillation between a generic collective noun and a plural noun expressed uncertainty as to 
whether the Commune’s educational establishment was best thought of as an entity or 
entities. 
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95 ACSVL b.D/16 Registro Scuola Femminile 1915-16 
 
96 Zimmern & Agresti New Italy p83 
 
97 Ibid p96 
 
98 Davis Conflict & control: p265 
 
99 Mariano `Il nemico a Verona’ in Il giornale del mattino cited in Lanaro `Geanealogia di un 
modello’ in Il Veneto p53. 
 
100 Davis Conflict & control: p266 
 
101 ACSVL b.D/16 Scuola Elementare Anno Scolastico 1913-14 Registro degli scrutini e 
degli esami di Compimento. 
 
102 Bertoni Jovine Storia dell’educazione popolare in Italia p145-6, citing La Civilta` 
Cattolica 19 September1856 p84 
 
103 This account of Italian pedagogical practices owes much to the insight of Anna Fabrizio, 
who obtained her primary schooling at Cernusco sul Naviglio in the periphery of Milan in the 
1960s, and her secondary schooling at the metropolitan Classical Lyceum of Milan. 
 
104 DF – Valentino Bortoloso San Vito de Leguzzano 14 December 1987 & DF- Signor 
Franzina 30 April 1987 
 
105 Mack Smith Italy p55. 
 
106 DF - Giovanni Maria Grotto Coburg Victoria 29/3/1992 
 
107 Carmagnola Frank – Angela Diana 1981 SLNSW VT 273 – 4 
 
108 Simini in Franzina ed CUP p181 & 197. It is not impertinent to mention here that a similar 
destiny was reserved for my wife’s grandmother Signora Salvina Porta, who was not able to 
pursue her love of mathematics for want of funds. 
 
109 The Communist Manifesto A Modern Edition, Verso London 1998 p33 
  
110  The concept is borrowed from Del Caria Proletari Senza Rivoluzione: Storia delle Classi 
Subalterne Italiane dal 1860 al 1950 
 
111 See the Italian text of this song in Canzoniere della protesta p9-10 & 87. 
 
112 See CUP per index Gori Pietro 
 
113 For a concise reference to the exile of Dante the civic patriot from high medieval Florence 
see Waley The Italian City Republics p7.  For a more detailed brief reference emphasising the 
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urban bourgeoise factionalism and cosmopolitan power politics involved see Holmes Dante 
p22-9 
 
114 Franzina in Franzina acd CUP p7 
 
115 Simini in ibid p346 
 
116 Cited Simini in ibid p347 
 
117 The date of the death of the regicide is recorded by Simini in Franzina ed CUP p353. 
 
118 See ACS CPC b329 Barbieri This text may have been a self contained pamphlet or a 
section of a longer argument. 
 
119 The phrase quoted is Camus’. See the chapter `The Fastidious Assassins’ in his The Rebel 
p133-142 
 
120 Simini in Franzina ed CUP p355-6 
 
121 Ambasciatore d’Italia Parigi No. 15859 31 July 1905 - MI DGPS in ACS DGPS CPC 
Barbieri Sante b329 
 
122 See Carocci Giolitti e l`eta` Giolittiana p66 on this distinction, fundamental to the 
statesman’s attempted rapprochement with the socialists. 
 
123 Sante Barbieri – Francesco Scalise Regio Commissario PS Torino 8 July 1905 in ACS 
DGPS CPC Barbieri Sante b329 
 
124 See the implicit reference in Quaderni 2.75, in the context of a discussion of Michels, 
Weber, Sorel et al & fascism. 
 
125 See Mind in Society 1978 p69, cited by Watson, ABC Radio National 30 July 2002. 
 
126 This basic methodological point is made by Simini in his pioneering study on vicentine 
anarchism in Franzina acd CUP p345 
 
127 The movements of the Basso family prior to its establishment at San Vito were 
retrospectively established in mid 1908 and reported to Rome. See Prefecttura Vicenza – 
DGPS Roma 26 May 1908 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 f23258 Basso Francesco 
Giuseppe 
 
128 Provincia di Vicenza, Comune di San Vito di Leguzzano, Ufficio di Stato Civile 15 
October 1898.  
 
129 See the brief biographical profile by Simini in Franzina ed CUP p1251 
 
130 In the mid 1980s a Freiburg hotelieress requested documentary proof of marriage to the 
author and his wife before granting overnight accommodation. Petty moralism of this kind 
must have been more common when the Barbieri’s travelled into exile. 
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131 Ministere Public Federal Berne – MI DGPS 15 November 1900 in ACS Roma MI DGPS 
CPC b395 f23258 Basso Francesco Giuseppe 
 
132 Prefettura Vicenza – DGPS Roma 14 April 1901 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 
f23258 Basso Francesco Giuseppe 
 
133 Prefettura Vicenza – DGPS Roma 15 April 1901 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 
f23258 Basso Francesco Giuseppe 
 
134 DGPS – Prefettura Vicenza 12 May 1908 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 f23258 
Basso Francesco Giuseppe 
 
135 DGPS – R Legazione Berna 3 July 1908 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 f23258 
Basso Francesco Giuseppe 
 
136 Prefettura Vicenza – DGPS 18 June1928 in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 f23258 
Basso Francesco Giuseppe in ACS Roma MI DGPS CPC b395 f598  
 
137 See No 21670 del 9 August 1927 in ACS MI AGR J-5 1939 b.69 
 
138 Signor Bortoloso Valentino – DF SVL 14 Dec. 1987 Signora Bettanin Amelia – DF SVL 
16 Feb.1988 
 
139 Libera nos a Malo p164-5 
 
140 Prefect Vicenza – DGPS 4 January 1921 ACS Roma MI DGPS 1921 K1 b115 
 
141 Simini Il nostro signor capo p9 
 
142 Contemporary concern about `the immorality of the factory’ is considered by Peli to have 
inhibited female employment notwithstanding its wartime growth. See Isnenghi cit p241 
 
143 Peli in Isnenghi cit p241-2 
 
144 Ufficio Storico Esercito [hereinafter USE] La mobilizzazione industriale italiana nella 
grande guerra p142-3 
 
145 AL Personnel Lists Pievebelvicino 4/1921 & 5/1920 
 
146 Roverato in Isnenghi cit p213. 
 
147 Il nostro signor capo p9 
 
148 Rovereto in Isnenghi cit p213-14 
 
149 Romeo Breve storia della grande industria in Italia p121 &116 
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150 Ibid p217-18 Snichelotto records that San Vito and adjacent villages were affected by 
traffic restrictions: La Giara  1985. It should be noted that these were years in which Gavazzi 
and Castellini, respectively Managing Director and Chair of the Board, began to corporatise 
the Rossi conglomerate, after Gaetano Rossi had relinquinshed management of the works at 
Dueville, Marano Vicentino and Piovene Rocchette in 1912, followed by a like abdication of 
authority over the Schio and Torrebelvicino works in 1919 by Giovanni Rossi: See Zaccaria 
Il Lanificio Rossi dal Dopoguerra all’Autarchia 
 
151 Clough cit p191 
 
152 USE cit p13 
 
153 Ibid p9-10 
 
154 Bezza Salario e cannoni p16 & 126 
 
155 USE cit p144 
 
156 Quaderni 1.116;  Peli in Isnenghi p243 
 
157 Ibid p132 & 168. Also Gramsci Quaderni 1.116, 8.83 & 15.51 
 
158 Bezza Salario e cannoni p20 
 
159 Camarda in Isnenghi p271 citing Berri & Revelli `Salari’ in AAVV Storia d’Italia III: Il 
mondo contemporaneo 
  
160 Camarda in Isnenghi p264 
 
161 The USE cit p130-31 for example reports `a small contraction in real salaries between 
1913-17. According to this view wages at first depreciated and then partially recovered in the 
critical biennium of 1916-17. This was in great part due to the wisdom of Dallolio, who 
provided that wage control should not be too rigid: See ibid p134-5. The same source records 
p91 that `the greater part of low paid workers were women.’ 
 
162 Ibid p132. The USE notes p132-3 that these data have been queried, but retain the 
confidence of most scholars. 
 
163 Camarda in Isnenghi p264-5 
 
164 USE cit p133 & 144-7 
 
165 See Magre` 1916 Schio 1917 p15-22 
 
166 Bezza Salario e cannoni  p16 & 23 
 
167 USE cit p19 
 
168 Ibid p226 
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169 Ibid p125-6 
 
170 Roverato in Isnenghi cit p227 
 
171 Note however the criticism of Melograni by Peli in Isnenghi p251-7 for taking this 
partisan divide and rule Interventionist propaganda too literally. 
 
172 Simini Il nostro signor capo p47 
 
173 USE cit p91, 129, 135 & 138 
 
174 Ibid p114 & 116, & Clough p188-9 
 
175 Gramsci Quaderni  2.66 
 
176 Zaccaria cit p7-8 & Appendix p66 & 76. 
 
177 Simini Il nostro signor capo p37 – 41 
 
178 See Franzina acd CUP p69 & 499. Sorel’s Reflections on Violence was first published in 
Italy, contemporary with its circulation France, in the labour journal Il devenire social / 
Future Society, & subsequently circulated under the title Lo sciopero generale e la violenza 
with an introduction by the labour radical Enrico Leone. See Introduction to Colliers NY 
1950 English translation p27-8. 
 
179 Peli in Isnenghi cit p233-6 
 
180 Cerrito Dall’insurrezionalismo alla settimana rossa p79 & 87 
 
181 For a brief description of this historical episode as a psychopolitical abberation reactive to 
the socio-economic exclusion of the Edwardian British working class, see Dangerfield, The 
Strange Death of Liberal England, II.4 `The workers rebellion.’ 
 
182 Maria `Gina’ Fantin in Abrams - DF Schio Vicenza 15 December 1987 
 
183 Cerrito cit p83 
 
184 Romano & Galla in CUP p499-508 & 1145 & Simini Il nostro signor capo p165 
 
185 Ibid p80. For details on Spanish anarcho-syndicalism see Chapter 7 of Brenan, The 
Spanish Labyrinth. Brenan comments on the rural atavism of this movement at p181 & 199 
 
186 National Security Aliens Control Regulations, Application for Leave to Submit Objections 
Against Detention Order Frank Fantin 21 February 1942 in NAA BP 242/1 Q30084 
 
187 Romano in Franzina acd Operai e sindacato a Vicenza p149 
 
188 See note 195 
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189 Cerrito cit p83 
 
190 Bezza Salario e cannoni p57 
 
191 USE cit p172 & 175 
 
192 Procacci cited in Bezza Salario e cannoni p22 Peli endorses the view of the wartime 
generational transformation of the Italian working class in `La classe operaia nella grande 
guerra’ in Isnenghi cit. 
 
193 NAA BP242/1 Q30084 
 
194 Signora Martini Rosa – DF SVL 16 December 1987 
 
195 On a visit to Mantova in the mid 1980’s I saw a postcard for sale with a note in English in 
pencil stating that the sender was fine. On the front was a detailed and poetically realistic 
monochrome depiction of the Piovene Rocchette establishment prior to its destruction against 
the background of the mouth of the Val d`Astico. Four patriotic Italian poems at the corners 
completed the design. 
 
196 Clough cit p191. Snichelotto mentions English, French & American troops at San Vito: 
See `San Vito nella Grande Guerra’ La Giara Dicembre 1985 p8 
 
197 Raumer Malo Durante la Grande Guerra p70-71  
 
198 N.1114 Registro Generale Pretura di Schio Sentence 146 1917 Zuccato Giovanni Battista 
 
199 N.33 Registro Generale Pretura di Schio Sentenza 173 1917 Bariola Pietro Ernesto 
 
200 Snichelotto cit p1 
 
201 Giovanni Maria Grotto – DF Coburg Victoria 29/3/1992 
 
202 Signora Martini Carmine – DF SVL 23 December 1987 
 
203 Simini Il nostro signor capo p9n 
 
204 Snichelotto cit p1 & 8 
 
205 Raumer cit p70 
 
206 For a panoramic examination of the involvement of the Church in war work see Franzina 
`Il tempo libero nella Guerra. Le Case del Soldato e postriboli militari’ in Leoni & Zandra 
acd La Grande Guerra: esperienza, memorie & immagini. 
 
207 Signora Giovannina Companaro - DF SVL 23 February 1988 
 
208 Libro chronistorico p18-19 
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209 Monticone in Forcella & Moniticone cit p445 & 449. Later in the war, on the Isonzo front 
and in the retreat from Caporetto, Graziani, having passed to the command of the 33rd 
Division, XII Army Corp III Army was to be involved in further bizarre cases of summary 
execution for petty insubordination. See Silvestri cit p169-70 for a case involving a soldier of 
the Brigata Mantova. On one occasion officers of the Brigade lost their commander, who had 
gone hunting his troops with a rifle after a deployment gone wrong. The execution of Private 
Ruffini at Noventa Padovano on 3 November 1917 for having saluted Graziani during the 
retreat from Caporetto with a pipe in his mouth took, Graziani later recollected, all of `four or 
five minutes’.See Appendix, Simini Magre 1916 Schio 1917 p28-9. Like Patton in a later 
war, Graziani’s severity gave rise to controversy during and after the war. Graziani like many 
senior officers became a fascist sympathiser after the war, feeling that the blackshirts were 
the only sector of opinion to have appreciated his war effort. 
 
210 Simini Magre` 1916… p8-10 
 
211 See Ferro cit Chapter 15 
 
212 Plotone d’Esecuzione 
 
213 Pieropan Ortigara 1917 
 
214 The idealist novelist was a pacificist refugee in Switzerland during the Great War, and 
published polemical short fictions and essays against the war which were resurrected by the 
counter culture during the protests against the Vietnam War. Hesse favoured the moderation 
of war aims lest the conflict prove interminable. After WWII Hesse was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. 
 
215 On 3 May 1917 Don Tarcisio Raumer noticing stricter military police controls in the town 
of Malo` foresaw `important events on our front’ p69. On 7 June he noted `persistent rumours 
of imminent action on our Trentino front’ p74 
 
216 The echo of artillery bombardment was noted at Malo on 20 June 1917, Raumer p76 
 
217 Details of the collocation of this unit abstracted from Raumer, cit Chapter 1917. 
The other two regiments of the Brigade, stationed at Malo, seem to have been the 7th & the 
79th Foot: Raumer cit p78 
 
218 Libro Chronistorico Parocchia SVL p29 
 
219 Signora Bettanin Amelia - DF SVL 22 December 1988 
 
220 Simini Magre 1916… p6n 
 
221 Passarin acd Guglielmo Pecori Giraldi: L’Archivio p70 
 
222 Raumer cit p67 
 
223 Signor Clementi Girolamo – DF Schio 23 February 1988 
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224 Signora Bettanin Amelia – DF SVL 16 February 1988 
 
225 See the profiles of Barelli Dr Giovan Battista & Casoni Eugenio, in I protagonisti della 
grande guerra p127 & 133. This obscure publication by a minor Milanese publishing house, 
contains brief profiles of a random sample of Italian Great War veterans. It was perhaps 
published on a vanity basis. 
 
226 See Franzina, Introduction to Simini Il nostro signor capo p.x citing Melograni Storia 
politica della grande guerra p474 – 5 Piva Lotte contadine e origini del fascismo: Padova – 
Venezia 1919 – 22 p39 – 40 
  
227 Pieri cit p147 & Raumer p82 
 
228 Sentenza 198 / 1920 Pretore del Mandamento di Schio 
 
229 No112 Registro generale 1922 Prettura Schio Sentenza 3408 1926 
 
230 L’Anarchismo in Italia p57 
 
231 Simini ll nostro signor capo p175 
 
231 Piva – Simini Schio September 1978 in Il nostro signor capo p175 
 
232 Piva – Simini Schio Sept 1978 in Il nostro signor capo p85 – 6 
 
233 Simini Il nostro signor capo p178 
 
234 Santarelli cit p99 – 100 That the Veneto was a frontier region is obvious. It needs to be 
remembered that because of its vulnerability, the same applied to the Romagna to its 
immediate south, and that accordingly a biregional Committee of Industrial Mobilisation 
governed these regions from Bologna. The socialist institutions of both regions were, partly 
as a consequence, devastated by the rise of fascism. 
 
235 Under this heading The Province of Vicenza reported two incidents from Correggio & 
Campogalliano in the Province of Modena and a `violent demonstration at terranova Pausinia 
in Sardinia on 4 January 1921 
 
236 Simini Il nostro signor capo p143 
 
237 Williams Proletarian Order p175f & Davidson Antonio Gramsci per index Bordiga 
Amadeo & Gramsci Antonio 
 
238 Riccardo Salvador – DF Schio November 1986 
 
239 Davidson Antonio Gramsci per index Croce Benedetto 
 
240 Casciola & Sermasi Vita di Blasco p29 
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241 Williams Proletarian Order p155f, 184f & 283f 
 
242 Simini Il nostro signor capo p114 
 
243 Ibid p113 -15 
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