promotion than an
e brief interview, when t.ﬁ' .
Ibilitiea of the chilq might nd
SR e chilg might

ble to judge of tho child's fit-

el OADY-
not be ap-

(MEDIOAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN |

1 am proud to have. been associated

:‘;'?ﬂ; the inauguration in South Australia

echool children, which was the direot
result of - tha Cominission’s recommen
dation.  Some of the members of the

Lommission met Dr. Gertrude Halley in|
Sydney, and we had evidence of the good |

‘work she had done there, as well as in
Tasmania and Vietoria, :

cured the services of a ludy 80 well quali-
fied for her work. and one who has al-
ready shawn ‘that her appointment was
lullg.-“]uauﬂed. 1 am glad to know that
the Government realisos the value of this
work, and that it iotends to give Dr.
Halley extra assistance, €0 that a much
greatwer number of children and parents
can have the benefit of medical inspec-
tion and advica '

INSPECTION OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

“In south Australia we have no sys-
tem of inspection by the Goveroment of
private echools, either with respect to
the attendance of the children or the eof-
Mficiency of the teaching, and if we are
to have an elfective compulsory educa-
\tion law the private school sbould not

r on|

system  of medical Inspection of|

I think we can|
congratulate ourselves that we have se-|

— it =

e — e

be overlooked,  The man whose children
are cnrolled at a State school may be,]
‘and oeccasionally is, fined for not send-
ing them to school the required number
of days, bubt what is done to the parent
whose child is enrolled at a privale
aschool and fails to attend regularly?
Again, who knows whether the educstion
recoived at o private school 16 of the
same standard as that which the Stale
provides in its schoole? « According 1o
the census figures for 1911 there were
49,413 children attending State schools,
and 10,634 attending private schools, Lhe
Commission desired to have some guaran- |
tea that thiose 10,000 children are n:+~1!
gularly attending efficient schoole, and
* on this point noono in South Australia
at the predent time has any knowledge.
At tha same time the members of the
Commission believe that the bulk of thai
rivate schoola are efficient echools, and |
that the principals of them would de-|
sire to have the certificate of the Edu.|
cation Department,
SYSTEM OF ITINERANT TEACHERS. |

“Another class of children, to the ques-
tion of whose education the Cominiesion
gave eatnest consideration, aro thoso in
the spamsely gottled  portions - of the |
Qtate. The Queencland aystem of itin-,
orant teachers, which to some extent is
also followed in New South Wales, &p-
pealed” to the Commissi as the "hesl
means of reaching isolated families.

At thie stage half-pasi €ix approached,
and Mr. Caneybeer obtained leave Lo con-
tinue his remarks. :

I earried.

=

Roml  Commission
iwopted by, this Homse." TEe ok
,ﬁi';m. CONLYBEER e#aid, in contin
bis remarks on thiy motion, he did not
want to devote more time in d
with the advantages of edocation and,
with wlut other countries are doing. The
advantages to a country
system of edueation for its boys and girls
were recognised l:lv all. There was mnot
one of them who did not now regret that
he had mot made better use tg the -xlu-'
tional pgquumtn;-: he had Had. And
ToAny wa;? «mprret, as he did, that the
opnortunities aifforded them when they
were young hrd not been what they were
to<dny, and what they would be under
the education acheme which had been for-
mulated by the Commission. [t was
becanze he knew that members had those
regrets that he had the tewt confidence
that they would do thewr utmost to give
the futore generations what they them-
selves had been denied: ® In that connec-
tion he had been pleased tc hear the re-
mnarks of tho Premier witli respect o thel
Education Department in the course of
his Dudget speech.  He had always be-
llavea that the Premier, who was the son
of a South Australian school teacher,
had the ceuse of edncation at heart, and
he appealed to him to ellow every up,t:ow
tunity for the recommenditions of  ths
Commission to be considered this sesson
¢o tlat any suggestions for imorovenients
which members m ght make might be em-|
badied in the Hil which  was to he
brovght in mext vear. He deprecated’
any attempt to make the Improvement
of their oducation system a party —ques-
tion. All parties must agree that it wos
the bounden doty of the State to en-
deavor: to provide as goed a system  of
education as any other country had, and
if that was not financially possible they
raust  be' prepared to- makeé sacribees 1o
attain as near as possible to the 1deal.]
The Comnussion had been subjected W
some eriticism heeause they had paid more
than one visit to the other S'EH.PCB, When
the Commission had been first appointed
they had been authorized to. mnke en-
quiries with respect to higher education
and the University of Adelaide. and on
the first visit to Victoria, New  South
Wales, and Queensland the evidence had
been accordingly  restricted to those eub-
jects. Later on, when the sco of the
Crmmis<ion had been- extended o  all
hranches of educatiop, it had heen neces
sary to ascertain what the other States!
were doing in primary, technical, and agri-
cuitoral edoeantion, and the extent to
which the information obtained in the
ather States had been nted in remodelling |
theit own”systém was sulficient justifica-
tion Tor the expense that had been -
At the same time they had nol
slavishly copied the other States. Th..{
had chocen what lhr.{ considored ‘the bes
idons, and incorporated some of their
awn which in the opinion of the Commis-
~sion, would place their system ahead of
anything in the Commonwealth. The prac-
 tice of comparing the work of public de-
pertwents in Sooth. Australia with those
of thie other States was not peculiar fo
lth-‘- Fducation Commission, Almost every
{ommission which was consideting o ques
tion of nations]l importance secured the
henefit * of the bigger experience of
the eastevn States, and many reforms con.
nected with publie works, railways, the
public ownership of wharfs, water conser-
vation, and irrigation schemes—such, for
instance, as the nse of wooden pipes—h
f infarmation ob-

of o camplete;

" Iprimary schools

been the direct result o

Ctained in Victoria, New Souta es, and
Queengland, Ao ! )
wide cxperience had said of the Education
Lommission's report that, for thorougn-
ness and breadth of Eﬂl‘_ll:ﬁptmﬂ of the re-
quiremenis of the present day, it was the
best report on education gyerlf!;ﬂdnﬁqﬂ? i
Australia. Thero nufﬂt hhllig t differences
of opinion as to delails, but the repori a4
a woole had the unanimouns support of the
members of the Commission and of the

gvstem of education from the Kindergarten
to fﬁl University. It dealt with four
tranchex ol edueatiuEeaAES ;) secondary,

ublie, inelu many high educationsl
| Eurhuri:.ina. :mfhn report provided for .I

educational expert of |

Eﬂtﬂ effors
excellent work being done |
'gﬁun Uniem, which at prese
grant of £500 from the Gove
{ Commission _ to
the ent of the gra
thu d :n:\iuhn;% an
aen strongly urged by the erte
to inms: nn"—‘ﬂ‘-ﬂ”'ix attendanre, on
makinz enquiries 1o the other States where
that practice was in vogue Commis
<jon had coine to the |
little would be guined by & B
81 to §7 per cent, of the children had at.
tended the ronuired number of days |
aatisfactory reasons had been given for the
alwence of from 12 to I8 per cent. of the
children, so that the actual cases of wpeg-
lect amounted to less than one per cens.
Practically the same results were secured
in the other States under the every-day
attendance conditions. = While the Com.
'mission had agreed to require the atien-
danee at primary schools of only children
‘hotween 7 and 13 yecars of age, they had
‘decided to make attendance al seconda
‘schools compulsory within a radius of thres
miles up to the age of 14 years. "With that
aspect of the question, which was sn iu-
‘novation so far as Australia was concerned,
{he would deal more fuliy later on.” Lhe
(principal  suggestions for peforms in the
pri h come from the
\teachers, who had been invited by the
‘committee of the South Australian School
{'[eachers’ Union (o make #nggeshions,
‘which bad been put before the Commseion
by the president (Mr. V. J.-Pavia). Those
suggestions, by the way, related more W
jthe teachers than to the children. The
tvachers. had complained that the condi.
'tions under which Lhei: wnrkl\t%, the kize ol
the classes, and the length of the school
day invailved considerable strain on them,
and bad made a number of suggestions for
reducing the currigulum, ulnuﬁ that im
¥
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future the curricnlum framed the de

tment should be reviewed by a curncu-

um board on which they w be repre-
l#ented. They had also expr dis=atas- {

faction with the system of classification ol
teachers h{ a committes of three inspeéc.
tors, and had asked for the nﬁmtmmt
of a toachers’ classification board, on
which they wonld have represeniation, and
an agp al board to deal with objketions ta
tho decisions of | the classification board.
Othior requests had beer made for in-
creases of aalaries, especially for the head.
masters of very large schools, and for long '
leave, The Commission blﬂﬂﬂn_ Hmpas
thetic consideration to all the requesis
I.mndl;- by the teachers, not only bhecanse
they wished to act justly towards them,

e P —— *:_ -
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bu: becanse they . reahsed that the
gnceess  of  the  education  svstem
depended  on'  having a | compelent,
contented, and ~ r stall.
With regard to the ﬁnﬂﬁn straiy,
they carefu compared ~conditions -
under which the teachers worked in South

Australin und' in the other States, aud
they believed that wlen eoffect was gniven
to the recommendations of the ‘:
gsion the teachers would have little ca

to enmplain of ¢ puk hen
other than m‘hp 1th ‘ nscparabic
irom the teaching iThe re
.- Il“wi!‘;if“' 1 salaries Had Deen aj-
about L1000 per anmum, and that had
Leenr given to Iihw ol In N "_j4,
Il nd mn,!‘ dmﬂml.. : = . 1 ey, ey

leas than 4200 por
mastera of schools wi

ik
i
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