amount of skill in the treatment

another ctizen of the State. The hﬁr
‘would decide in every given case what.
that reasonsble amount waa, and ,th'-;
trend of the law was very intercsting.
In America, in various n_coun-:

ﬂllﬂﬁwdﬂ nok’

require the same amount of skill from!
‘all med:ﬁ_ mzl‘ﬁunm In one casé
I.n.l.rﬁr% it was held that the
regisiered medical practitioner who had
bern in ml{:l'pmbm for some years
was not to expected to be able to
q:‘tm't properly on a fractured,
What, then, were the privileges,
iied medical man in, this)
ﬁrﬁﬂegm were {0 Trecover

fees at law which othérwise he would be
unable to do, to « certificates  of
death, of health, of disinfection, to give
evidence . the courts where a medical
practitioner’s evidence was required, and
ta receive special fees for such services

Abllity Not Guaranteed,

‘But 1t might be aaid that the terms of
registration implied qualification. To' be
registered he had to produce evidence of
baving gone through a five vears’ course
of instruction. His degree or diploma did
pot testify that he possessed amy skill or
any experience. Ii did not mention either.
The Adelaide University, for instance, did
not require patural ability on the part of
a student before it allowed him to enter
s course of stndy. It did not undertake
to provide such ability for him or to give
hmm skill or experience, and it carefully
vefmmined from certifving that a graduate
nossexsed any one of the three. It afs
forded him the o anity of qualifyin

himself 1o practice his profession 1f he ha

| the natural ability, the skill, and the ex-
' perience.  No one for a moment could

b,
of a legull
State?

l

| mmagine that the mere registration of his
name or the possession of a diploma by
| & medical man was a gurrantee of &kill,
ability, or experience saflicient for the per-
formance and treatment of all sorts of
eascs, or even of any <ort in such an.in-
stitution as the Adelaide gnoi[{ihﬂ: And
vot that was what the stitution and
mnles of the hospital af present in foree
wllowed, :
A Fair Bargain.
The pnole were entitled to demand asa
fair bergain or comtract that the patients
goinz to the Adelaide Hospital would he
treated with the best akill the institation.
conld aflord, equal af least to the necessi-
ties of thh:i:r case, and with all the Esaf-:—
goards that were nniversally recognized as
vecessary, bnt which were abolished  with
snch disastrons results by the board for the
time being nine yemrs ago, These sofce
| guards shoold again be imposed. Tt was'
| useless to imagine that the general . publis
' or even the Hespital Board eould long be
be kept in ignomnee of the dymage that
| was done by entrusting or making possible
' the entrosting of the dirgnoscs, trentment,
| and ware of serious cascs to officers of the
‘who had not the skill

sary, and which was demanded for -
protection of hife, as well az for the ﬁr-

cure of patients. o~ |
soch as he bad referred to in which unne- |
cessary operations led to the death of pa. |
tient=, were to be laid at the door not of |
the opemator, who acted in good faith ao-
ot

made sach acts

A

cording to the light he possessed

the door of thase who
lpﬂlﬁhlﬁ.

had
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“A RECORD OF INEXPERIENCE.”
CORONER’S TRENOHANT CRITICISM.
aﬁmﬁ oj_l' Adelnide
ogpital in the matter of the admission
and treatment of serious cmergency cases
m by the City Coroner (Dr. Lam-
mi

was
' on Tuesday at the conciusion
of the inquest, beld in the Justices' Rocin
at the Adelade

-

y. N 'y

Police Court, concerniig
[the death of Richard Henry Gough, aged
15 years, Deccased bad been em m
the works of Messrs. Duncan & ser,
Frenkhn street, and died last Fridsy night
as the result of injuries received on the
previous Tuesday, when the belt of a ma-
chine broke, and he was struck in {he
abdomen with great force, It was dis-
covered when an operation was performed
after a delay of two days that a &aicel
fastener had detached itself from the belt,
pierced three layers of clothing, as well as
the abdominal wall, and Iodg:cf in the lad’s
intestines. Mr. J, H. Vaughan appeared
m behalf of the relatives, and Mr. . G.
Scammell for Duncan & Fraser, Chicl Lo-
spector Bapnigan, of the Factories Deparl-
ment, also watched the proceedings,

The only additional evidence taken wus
that of the deceased’s father, Albert
Phillip Gough, who had been recalled to
produce the clothing his son was wearing
at the time of the accident. The Coroner
handled the trousers, and, putting bis
thumb through a hole some inches below |
the waistline, remarked—That is plain
enough.” He then drew attention to a
bole of the saxne size and similar shape in
the shirt, and one corresponding in the
flannel undershirt. In the case of the two
last nts the margin of the pertora-
tions was bloodstained.

The Coroner (to witness)—These have|
not been interfered with in any way since
they were removed from the deceused?—In
co way af all, , |

—Coroner’s Important Duty.— '

In his summing up Dr. Ramsay Smith
stated:—"“There are very painful circum-
stances connected with the death of this
boy, and the painfulness is not ended with
the closing of the evidence. My duty to-
day is wider than the mere recording of a
verdict. In the first instance T have to deal
with the cause of death. This boy was|
assisting at a machine in Messrs. Duncan
and Fraser's factory when a belt became dis-
mtegrated, and a small piece of the leazher
flew off. One of the metal rivets also flew
off. There 18 no evidence to show fhat the
machinery was not properly protected. It
was no parf of the deceased’s duty to see
to the protection, and there ss nothing cou-
necied with the work that he, or his imme-
diate superior, or the foreman, was doin
that was in any way irregular or unusual,
The cavee of the accident is entirely with-
‘ou: explanation. It ivas evident to those
Erﬂﬁent that the lad was injured, and Dr.
dicAree, wbo happened to be on the pre-
nuses At the time, examined him and ad-
vised that he should be removed to the
Hospital at once. What Dr. McAree's
cpinion of the injury was I cannot say.
It 15 always unsafe to give any weight to
the opinion’of a medical man when it is

", ~
.’/ -~

| - —FExplanation Needed.~ g
~ “One cannot help fecling that there'
lhﬂﬂd be gome uqlnmtinn ar some " ' 1
in regard to how it was possible la
in this serious condition 1o be sent
from the .:}de}ude Hnﬁmh.l in
instance. It -8 generally e
wide modern experience that E e surg
of the abdominal cayity is one of the most
difficalt subjects in the whole range of
medical practice,  Even the limited sub-
ject of penetrating wounds is erh-e&
difficult. = No one who has had even a
smnll smount of experience in dingnosing
and treating abdominal wounds would take
any risk that could be avoided. An error
in diagnosia may be fatal. Dr. Todd said
in evidence that if he had seen the boy
when he was brought to the Hospital on
the first occasion he woull mnot
 beve sent him away, and be said so em-
ﬁjurhmll}*.' The word he used showed the
ifference in his mind between him and the
responsible medical officer who examined
the boy on April 22.
perience.” It peeds

That word was ‘ex
B0me expericnce to

able to find rems in elothing even ag lnrgg
a3 those that have been shown in Court.
Dr Florey said the man who came with
the boy remarked it was a funny thing
that the duthiqﬁ was not mjured.” Even
supposing he did say that—and I am not
custing any discredit on Dr. Florey's evi-
dence—that should have no effect upon an
experienced person’s mind when making a
personal examination of the clothing.

~—“Record of loexpenence.”—

“I questioned Dr. Florey at some len
ecncerning defails of her observations, her
diagnosis, her treatment, and her know-
lcdge of such wounds. I do not think that
any one experienced in injuries wouold be
srtished with the general idea that a lea-
tker machine belt ~would make such a
wound on the abdomingl wall as was de
scribed without showing some conbusion.
Again, Dr. Todd saxd that the methods of
meking sure of 1he diagnosis would be very
2pt to produce harm, and to bring on the
very condition that one was anxious to
avoid. He referred to probing, and said
that a Embe might carry in parts of cloth-
ing, and would give rise to bfﬂﬂd—puimning,
Dr, Florey used a sterile probe. That is
there was no danger from the probe. —An
experienced hand, however, would probably
have lel the probe alope, have used other
methods of diagnosis, or kept the boy
under constant observation wit h::-u.rlﬁ' ex-
am:nations for a certain time. I might go
through the whole of Dr. IForley’s evidence
in detail witbout coming to any other con-
clesion than that it amounis to a record
of inexperience.’ ' X ' -

—No Cepsnrs on Dp. Florey,—

. _“L wish to say 1o word that wounld im-
ply any censure whatever on Dr. Florey in
her connection with this case. I hope she
will have no lagiing regret that she was the |
cause of this boy’'s death. Her examimn- |
tion, ‘as detmiled by her, showed a ma!.l
amount of conscientionsness—Il think be-
yond what one would expect to find in a
practitioner of her age and experience—and
in_the difficult and painful task of mwing
evidence I think she comported herself ad-
mirably. Her evidence was given without
reservation; buk swith, perhaps, the slight-
est trace of apology or extenuation of what
she feared might be some dereliction of

given only secondhand by one of the laity,
and 1t s a rule among experienced doctons
to listen with all courlesy and receive with
all deference the opinions of a doctor as
stated by his patient, but to allow them

mdhayq no wmﬁlﬁt whztst}g?ei I coming to
A decwsion on the part of the responsible
dector himself. 2 |

—Pierced by Large Missile,—
. The boy was taken to the Hos-
pital promptly and in all comfor:,
[here he was - scenm by = one of the
resident  medical  officers.  Dr.  Hilda
Jesephing Fl . Whose “duty it was to
attend on, examine, and deal with patients
armiving  at the consulting room. Dr.

' Florey

heard the history of the Injury. at-
$M£ to th;nth“" cﬂnnlugtd that the
ound wasg serious, and advised that
he be t:gl:r:n‘home. There he was seen E':y
Dr, A. E. Wigx, examined, and treated. Two
again seen by Dr.

days he was
Wige, and also by Dr. Borthwiek, who had

duty. Her duty was to send for the super-
intendent; but here, again, it amonnts to |
a case of one who has not mastered the
tules of the institotion. '

—Issues of Life and Death.—

“One must enquire how it comes about
that an otficer, with the best’ intentions,
but without experience, comes to be en-
rusted with grave issues of life and death
L a public institution like the Adelaide
Hospital. What is the function of a hospi

{2 A recent medical writer, when deal-
‘ux with the subject of mcdical inspection
in_ echools, and the attendance of en
ac puablie hoigitals. wrote as follows:—'It
\# _generally thought that hospitals exist
sulely “for the relief of the sick poor.” But
this term has become a mere phrase on
which a hospital depends for its appeal to
' the charily of its supporters, 1f the bare
truth is to be stated, the great hﬂlﬂ.‘%&
both in London uud in the provinces, with
their medical schools, exist—partly for the

summoned when the parents were
2z by telephone.
th agreed the Jad
the Adelaide Hos.
grousness of his condition at
githc_ffmt that he wns

operating table. An
formed, aod it was found
ge abdomen bad bee

treaiment of mecidents and emergencied,
partly for the relief of the sick poor, partly

for the : relief’ of the sick

ate  not  poor; but chiefly

advancement  of :
o8O0 rema

that is afilinted in

school. If the A




