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NEXT IHEE'I"ING IN HOBART.
MELBOURNE, January 10.
To-day

T RAW énd of what. perhaps,
' was the least impo~tant phase of the Con-
|m of the Australosian Association for
,‘ dﬁtmemant. of Science, and that in
spite of the many inportant and admirable
puvers read before the wvarious sections.
The period which, it is hoped, will be the
mare fruitful in ~esults, wall commence to-
morrow, when o mlmher of excursions into
thetmmt;'ymmﬂ be made. The next
meeting o e associmtion was fixed to be
held ot Hobart in Januarv, 1915, Proies-
eor Spencer was appointed President. It
was decided that the meeting after 1015
ghou'd be at Wellington, New Zealund.

—*Natural and Rational Selection.'—

Professor G. C. Henderson read before
e hiology section am ‘interesting paper
upﬂn “Natural and rational selection.” He
sxid there was no reason why life should
not go on confidently and cheerfully, with
the substitution of ratiogal for national
selection, provided they did not sacrifice,
cither u.a individuals or as nations, those

qualities that were nécessary alike for the
]Ebn;!mﬂnMLL of mtmnul ldt'::lln and moral

=W uﬂtefulﬂéﬂﬂ of Armuments.—

An adgdres<. on the much- vexed question.
“The wastefulness of armaments” was read
by Mr. W. Siebenhaar (Deputy Govern-
ment Statistician of Western Anstraliz).
He said that the constant maintenine: o
large ents, which mosL countries al-

leged was necessary noes, might |
more corrécily be ch ﬁﬂ*nnhunﬂ va-,

nity and peoress *.wlm e manly spirit of

nation had throogha heen shoan
to afford a =afer guar n‘tee of geli-defonce
than expensive war praparations, It would
be a mosSt regret res4ian
if Britam, with her traditions which made
for personal freedom, were to adopt tie

~goereive system of co iption at a timo
when the most prog'ﬁme minds on the

Continent of Europe were more aud niove
”“"xﬂ‘ﬁw i
abolition o ons of arving

ipmp could be kept out of the Furopcan

diture.  This wealth, i apnlied
to t.h iz2tion of a m:hem!' for making
the " ; self-supporting

wosld enoe to
- —Soil Fertility.—

| l 'l' jmeartant i""lt.‘l“ﬂﬂn on “Cenern)

l-"l'!' nf lﬂil fertility in Ausealin’ had,
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IS Section a paper entiﬂ
Eﬁ::ﬁmnﬂrnmq n lmw of in

1" hich he urmed hnt.
bﬂﬁ&i’ﬁ 1::1 “infantile mortality ahnﬁm j
all cases be r-umnuteﬂ as for as 1; o :'T
of 5. ingtead nf.anuumallytac

‘ceasing At the age.

‘*‘“‘“‘Eﬂ'ﬁ&:‘n :B A.. ¥ B,fﬂ Go-
vernment Astrono

Am‘“‘ Mﬁﬁm
before nom on
mﬁ:‘: Ttew aceurate method of mak-
ing astronomieil obhservations, which was
lntm&med by mem 8.

‘Chandler, .of

U.S.A.. about 30
It cﬂnﬁlirtcd. in ob-

oATS  Ago.
:ervii:.: the passages of stars
ANTOSS an o 1 - horizontal
line in the sky passing through the
cobeetial pole. Professor: Chiandler used a
special instrument, bnt the method was

for use with a surveyor's theodo-
ndopted o Mr. W. . Cooke. now Go-
wmment. Astmlmm of Noew South
Wales. This method was followed by the

§ htundpomt oi Presrmt

wihar in February. 1911, for determination
EE‘ tlrgmtndn mn;} the boundary obelisk,
evected in 1869 by Sir Charles T Todd, on be-
half of South Anstralia, and Mr. G. R.
Smallev, on behalf of New South W ales, to
nmr'.lu. the 141st meridian, a few miles north

spot W Ente;-dtt ﬂ':imfd tlw q%ne;

urray, near the telegraph line to Sydne

3‘1{& Wentworth. Some details of rece nt
determinations were mven, and the opinion !
was expressed that the system of observa:
tion in question. if used with astronomical
instruments of first-class quality, might be
profitably adopted in the operztions of

fundamental ast:mmal work, y
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. Among all the valnable pa
M seesions of the Australi

Congress, now being Lield ma %

rhairman of Lhe ethnnlom&l
Friday, must stand as unu.of

vitally interesting, The title 'mi “, b .

F

lian  Conditions and Pmb‘.lem:.'

n few ym m anthrqphlogy,. or, A
it was called, the natura] history of m

L o

was little else than an enumeration of
physical chnracterﬂ of the various p
of the earth, with some reference to
tinct races and the specific eha acters
men. - There was but, little Known;
there seemed to be no idea that the
parative study of mees, or the practice
comparative auatam:n conld possibly’ 08~
 §ess a vital interest mr man, But’
nglchnmy made just
‘asirology _developed | into n-u_- :
‘a5 calvanism, which was merely & mi
‘gaiosity, expanded as the sciene '.'
an-;tm, to influence the whole
uman activities, s0 anthropolo
a science;. in fact, the one Eﬁ . ur
\ersally considered to be wurtw “L,
not only by = experts, but by
:hnug‘h ul  human .mdmd:ml.x :
logy. comes into - touch ﬂutb :
uman, for it deals with =~ man’s
and nmund and all ‘that these u,ﬂg_ lnil
Smply: wath his ph*nmcal Lt.rur.- anﬂ
“bodily  functions, with hls inte
'tions, and will; with his langu
.hgmnﬁ. customs, socinl conditions,
instincts, appetites, and at:tlﬁ
‘deas with all . umans peop.es _-.;-_1--
resent, with everything in the un ]“as.
' m‘a‘hﬂﬂ.' ot St
Chynin any way, and with ' the panoen
and © the extent of  the ‘_&v
“As a result of careful observation it finds
that' there is not in man one thin .. ;
. sical, mental, or moral, that is not cap
of 'being elucidated by mmmtrﬂl;_ _
thaf. the world is all of a picce, W
'r.m and, that man las an impor
h{‘: scheme of Nature. .'1"3;;“*'1' >
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js the outcome of all the past, by a pr 3
of gradual ctavge, an and that, as part B
this process, from un origit '1.
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