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Tliere are few South Australisng not fo-

Who will he our guest to-day,
prenegvrist admit:, the deseription 1 not

| likely to e chal.enged, excent by atern and |

imbonding  Scotchmen, ” who may  grodge
their fellow-subjects south of the Tweed
t!'-e t:i:ht to clamm Mp, James Bryee us an
Englishman at all, secing that he is a
WScotchman. by birth and early training.
. Mr. Bryce might himself prefer to be
, known rather as what he really is. o citi-
{Zen of the Empire, and perbaps be still
. bottzr pleased 1f to this designation were
added that of an ardent humanitarian,
l this he i< and more. A bnlliant litters-
| teur: and historinn, he 18 also an cminent
statesman, and as the accredited represens !
tative of bis country in the capital of one
‘of the chief nations of the -wovld 23 a
peenline crisie in its political fortunes, he
- nas astomished even his warmest admarers
by his tactfulnes  and skil as a diplo-
' matist.  Absolutely devoid of self-seeking
and ostentation, and keenly in svmpathy

with every phase of the democratic move- |

| ment, it i« casy to perceive why Mr. Bryce |

has answered to the political jdeal of the |

American people, among whom his later
veans have boen spent, ag fow have done op
could do. Nowhere docs indisputable’ hreat- |
nces find Keener admiration than with the
democracy of the Weitern Hemasphere,
perhaps because: it 18 & democracy, Need
it ‘he added that the gualities which have
made Mr. Bryvea popular with.our trans-
Pacific kinsiolk are precisely thoze which
have ensured him a warm welcoms in

' these vonnger lands, with whieh, fulGlling
a long-cherished desire. ha is using & well-
earned holiday to scquaint himself per-
sonally? ; |

Mz. Bryee in & litteratenr and a publicist
of whom it 3a impossible to speak except
with respect.  His character, consistency,

' and Iearning add weight to his every word.
Coming from the literary man's study into
the tempestuous atmosphere of Lhe House
of Commons, he =oon ruse to be one of the
most effective debaters in the whole os-
semblv.  Though belonging to the school

| of Gladstone, Dright, and Morley, lml

| brought to the Liberal Party in the way
of original idcas far more than he ever
got from them. He wus a Homa Ruler

beiore Gladstome, jrhose earlier coertion .

poliny ne actuaily opposed. As shown by
his opposition to the DBoer war. he has
nover beon afrndd of holding strongly and
avowing emphatically views that were un-
popular.. Nor was he ever cowed b}'.t_.he
acousaiion of being, like Morley, something
of & Hoctrinaire. Ha glories in being what

_E[!tn.inwd. by répute at least, with the
‘Riviatest living Englishman,” as one of
his . most recent culogists has ecalled him, |
As the

Napoleon called an ideologue; but he has
also lived the “@trennous life,” the Life of
action. and obhvavs with a distinct percep-
tion of the ends he had in wiew. It was
not the glamor of offic that hured him to
she Treacnry benches, but a belief that he
| eould utiliss in the administrative ficld the
| knewledzo he had acquired cs a 'ﬂndent of
' past ages and of manv countrieo. ‘_J.‘ht
ilﬂmn he has derived from history, ancient
| and modarn, iz that it 18 no mora posaih
‘for communities than for mndividuale to
| live by hread alone; that “without :.‘viﬂnn
the nation perinheth.” Always his ap:
peal has beon to the public conscience, Asl
much to the nation as to the individual
“iha wages of &in is deathy" has been the
frst article of his political oreed @nce
he ‘addreseed himself in early life to the
tsak of describing with an insight rare 1o
an historian the downfall of the Holy
an Empire. Humanitarian as M.
Brvee has been, he has pever beena the vie-
ﬁmaplrhvﬂninnnrni’hhmm:u-
dilcetiops.  In his famous cesay he readily
recogniscy that while the medixeval im-
perialism had. even in its own time, grave
ﬁmﬁm_. and that while thero Lrooded

¢ all the shadow of a despotism,
Wax o despotiem not of the sword. bub
of fay; n desgotism not chilling and blight:

e .
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genee; a despotism not itary, but one

which conntantly maintained wory the
prmceiple tust he shou'd rnle i:ht: m E
fitteat.”  But not less emphatically does
Alr. Bryce point the moral of the failure
States to re-

vof the attempt of Continentd)
et e somaa, Enfpiter IR
€3 v when it was killed by ths
rise of the wpirit Bonaparte at first repre-
Eented and then betraved. A despotism,
however well igtentioned: can. no more
exiet anoa world of changed ideas than
could an iecherz in the Gulf Stream.
- Our visitor ghion is first and foremast an
apostle ‘of Danocracy, and, unike some
who render it the mere homage of ':'H[l
serviee, e belivves that it is & form of go-
vernment that will endure, surviving the |
drawbacks of which he ix too able o thinker '
not to be consious, and too mueh its {riend
not to indicale whenever vegasion offers.
[His “Amorican Commaonswealth™ 5 & mas:
tarpicee of yescarch and compreliensive in-
sight, . Bnt it is also'a mode] of candid,
criticiem. 1t s tribute 'to the Americin
people  that they shounld have welcomad
and wmade mueh of a British Ambas.ador
who «did not hesithte to recount their
fathuzs ne avell  as theiro  virtupes,  Bat
inability to recognise and appreciate intels
‘Tectun]l eminence was never among those
lailings, and the American people saw very
clearly that even his stricturex on the cor-'
rupition rmmnpant 1o theie  high places
oprang from lus very sympathy with their
{orm of government and beliel in its capa-
cily, bo slough olf all excesses..  Like Swin-
burne, Mr. Bryce could say of the De-
mocruey, “Als, not thy winds and storms |
por thine ovwn aine dismay.””  Ihs pres.nce
in Waanington has changed for the hetter
the relations  between  the Anglo-Saxon
peoples, and it 18 not his fault that war
Between them has not yet been rendersd by
‘an arbitration trealy of adequate Ecope
‘theoreticaliv, as it is now practically, im-
pgesible. Tt was universally thought: a
bold stroke on the part of the late Sir
H, ' Campball-Bannerman—though it has|
long been a regular prictice in America—
to ‘go outdide the narrow caste of diplo-
'maey for a wapresentative of Great Britain
at Washington, but all are agreed that =%
"aas been jnstilied s thowvsandfold by Me.
'Bryce’s appointment. As stated lately
by Sir Fdeard Grey, in reply to an un-
wstifiable eharge that the British Am-
bassador had exerted: humself undaly in
‘the ratter of the Canadian reciprooty
tpeaty, Mr, Bryce has added ¢he “crowning
success and distinction of being a great
ambaseador te a caveer already suceessful
and distinmiished.”  This 15 a great. i |
bute to have been paid to any man during
nis lifetime, but it will be endorsed by
all—and tiey are many—on this side of the |
woeld wha have followed with admiration
Mr. DBrvee's carcer. and have read’ “his
written and’ époken appeals to tha #nglp-!
Quxon people to join in a ecloser friendship .
and, perhara, alliance, whose adviintages
would net he confined to the contracting
partics, but wounld be enjoyed by the whole
world.  Macaulay, describing the effects
of Frederiok the Great's policy, shows bow
they were folt 1n the most uplikely spots, |
and similar'y the remotest peoples may
live th bless the day of an AngloSaxoa
allimuce, which «the labors of Mr, Uryce
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