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sxsnple, though he did oot discover Aus-
trala in the lfteral seuse, as 4o ofted g
wrungly asserted, did more, He was the
dirst 1o make it seem atieactive. Dampier
had Leen discouraging—"1f it werp not for
‘that sort of pleasure which resulis from the
discovery even of the barrenest spot on-the
be, the const of New Holland would not
ve charmed me muoch.” (How maoy
Australisns, by-theway, know that Swift s
Gulliver cliumed to be @ cousin of Dampier,
and that his Lilliput is, by peooi of the
map, somewhero ubount Cape Leouwin?) |
Look was enthosiastic and even prophetic. |
"We tind all snch things as Nature halh ],
btﬁ:lmm:d upon it 10 & founshing siate, In

extensive epuntry it can never be i
|
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doubted but what most sorts of grain, fruil, ||
roots, &, ¢ilevery kind, would flourish
“were Lbhey once bLiought Inther, gl;m
| land coltivated by the hands of industry.’
| And so, it hast proved. The wvalue of the|
Sydney seltlement was recogulsed, au a
e when Eogland giill thought liltle ol
it, by Nupoléan, who calmly directed the
Governor of Maaritivs, when in - need of
| supidies, 1o “iake™ it.  But the bactles of
f Trafalgar and Nile had settled that ques
tion. Sea power bad ifs usuil effect, and
| the probabie fate of indnt Australia was
| sottled at a groat distasce from its shores.
Professor Seoit 18 o master of pretiresqoe
phrase, Quiros; turoing back from the New
Hebrides, Lot talking Jargely of '‘Aus-
trizlia,” *“*had never becn withon 500 mles
of the real contineot. Torres had. seeu 1,
| bur did not koow thst he had.” Just ae
Columbos “nover knew that he had found
{ & new world. . He always believed that he |
| had diseovered what we may call the back
door of Asi” | For 25 years after Sydney
was dounded, only an insigndicant fragment
j Of Australin was octupied, “not 80 Larye o
r 1 i3 the land of Corsicd In  Comparison
with tho size of Europe.”  Yet thére was
& firm détermination not to lel the French
or any one else make o rival séitlement
anywhere on cantinent or asland. *“The bon
lay couchiant after a heavy meal, with his
paws on what he intended for fus supper.,”
sturt endled the Muogmy after the British
Cdlanial Mmrster of the monment: to-day
=there Joos nots seem to be auy better rta
‘son for thus celelraling an obscure pobl
| fman  (who, when questioned Jate in
4 mjl d-.itl ﬂﬂ-ﬁ kIH.'IWq m
\was, or  where the nver was)
fithas it = too well ektabished to b
faliered.” Davey, Governot  of Tasmani
i Wateddbo year, “would drmk desp will
| shose who pleased him; thise whawitended
lhim he would tioz o hang, He require
iplenrly ©f rum rope." So run the
| pleasant chrotiices.
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1 i candidly admitec] that the bewm]
mg chapges in Fedi. '] Ministries '
10 yeare ago, when g fitizen of the Gnm-:
monwealih n:ﬂn any morning have
awakened wondering what Government
wag in offica now' eeems (o the cymd l
observer a mere “scuffiing of Kites and
crows.”  But one i to consider rather)
that ¢he rival leaders were not seliweek-)
ng, but ‘“‘socere and scrious leaders of :
opuxion, who were conténding for different
s0t8 of primeiples. The rapid rise of a]
new party—that 8, of a new force—neces- |
sardy erftailed a fresh adjustment of politi-
<al relations.”” The firet, or trial Mimstry, |
in 100, being made up chiefly of B<ato
Prémmers, was “an aruvy of gencrals, an
orchosire of conductors,” and that Barton
was able to indoce them to play the same
Lone durning nearly two sessions is accodn-
ted fo him as 3 fide piece of leadetship.
‘There are, of course, in a long bopk like
thia, pointa with which one may di .
Mrelbourne Univqﬂ,' instead of Adelaide, |
= unaccountably eredited with baviog boen
tha firet to give 'dogrees t0 women. The
otherwise full accoumt of the rise of Damo-
crney might have found room for the com-
ing of the Right Hour Day. “Banjo” Pa-
terson’s “Man From Snowy River” 1§
surcly not the “most popular poetn ever
written in Aunstralia,” or even the mostl
palar of his own. (Tucidentally, }{J'_p—i
E@. precocious as he was, was nol writ-
myg Jmperial verse in I883.) . But these are
pointa.  The main = that thie i3 a|
history which will keep one oul of bed
at might $o finish it, :




vietion bofde & Court of simuery jurialiction gq
bo Hablo W a fine pot exddading &30, Kimgeon o
woulil write at thoe end of a tevarly worded -
“PanaMy, £0"—and, okily cnovgh, nelther ¥
Qourts mor persaiy affected gver Bad the Towss: 1Y
doubt oo to what was meand, 19
It & candidly admitted.that the IfH:der:‘l‘-!:
ing chaoges 0 Fedi ] Ministries about &
W yoars ago, when *§ %itizen of the Com-
monwealth niight any morning  have
jawakened wondering whal Government &
| wag in offica now” emoms (o the cymical
observer a mere “scuilling of kites and*
crows.” But one s to congider mlher
that ¢he rival leadore were not sollwecks
ling, but “mmcere and scerione leaders of
opimon, who were conldmling for differsnt
gote of primeiples, The rapid e Of A
now pacty—Lhat =, of & new lorce—noces-
gariy extated a freah adjostment of politi
il selations.”” The fire?, or trial MNimstey, |
in’ I, being made up chictly of tSate !
Proymors, way “an arny of goneruls, an
orchistma of conductors,” and that Barton
wis able to induee them Lo play the samo
tune doring pearly 1wo scasons IS aoooiIn-
ted to Wim as a fine picce of leadership.
There are, of course, 10 a dog bopk like
thia, pointe with which one may disagoe.
Mulbourne Univeryidy, instead of Adelaide, §
| i unaccountably eredited with baviog lven
tha firet to @ive dogres {0 women.  The
| otherwiea full account of the Tee of Domo-
F cracy might have fovnd reain for the com-
ing of the Right Hour Day.  “Banjo” Pa-
| terson's “Man From  Snowy River”
surely not dhe “most popular postn ever
written in Anstralia,” or even the most
Pr-pui.-r: af he own. (Tecidentally, Kop-g
Hog, precovions os he was, waw nob writ-§
e Tmperial verse 1n I853.) Bl these amo i
smafl pointe. The muin 38 that ¢hin i a |l
 bistory which will kecp one out of bed )
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selves did not last year reach the adeal
which as a body they may be credited
with laviog set betore themselves when
propounding their problems, “Amoog ihe
reporis of the examiners on the work of
lant year's candidates at the University
| public examinations, none cxcecded n
seventy of comment the ruport of tho ex-
‘mniger I primiry goograpby and of e
ex@mminer in commercial geography,  The
former finds in the ‘mirth-provoking 1g-
'norance’ aud the ‘discroditalile unswers” of
the eandidates ‘seripus reflections on the
resent method ot letching the subject.’

e examiner in  commercial  gengraphy
gives a more or itss coruplete list of ‘facia
overipoked,” waxea sarcastic over ‘make-
shif‘a," *fairy toles,” and ‘plethoem of in-

stantCes:” and be more than suggests &
for all the Inpsecs he detected the taachers
are the Wl . he -

forence he makes is not necessarily sound.
We can go e far ns o ey
what ‘geogmaply compreliends ethnology,
biology, =zoology,  goology, . economn
bistory, - meteorologzy, and ihe
—26 revealed from (ume to lime m
axmmination sons?
become as
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'sam' of mutly. Youngmtere, coull ot b
m 3

spensed with in the *Manmal of Puobhe'
©

Bxammatiosa?  We are all oware Shat
candidates make mistakes; even grown.up
anptn bave been known 4o do tho same
mg. ﬁuununtal] ns walking ency-
Clopeddias!  Besides, mnan man owes his
reputation for mxu fhe sccesalbility
of good reforencoe e ‘That aid the
evnmenation candidate cannol oi  in.
Moreaver, sxamimations wonld nos hi ex-
‘aminations if a certain propartion n[ thomn
who wt did oot maks mistakes and fail,
‘But need every Ittle orror of every hap-
tlﬂiﬁ youngster be paraded?” -
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UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS AND
HOWLERS,

From G, . Newwman:—“Whoover the
postagogue & who has weled his JHNBO0 -
nlity under the ]'hlhiﬂud.hh‘ anonymity ol
Lhﬂ LW nuu de words “A ll:.uh.h- ' he 18
& credic to his profpmion. Hiz  well:
worded . letter proves hw mtimate knows
lodgy of the teacher's art.  Ho ean come
dawn 2o the fovel of bls pupil. M sug
gtstion that these howlers shoukl be oli-
minated from the manun! W one that 1
bave advocated fop some years past.  Whag

euggeated was that in thelr place thy
exrvomers might well print the hest ¢ |
i seniop or junior English hu,mr.un o
e best answers given by the Tennyson
Modallists, Inxtesl of contl Bally px-
hibiling fanlts, it \!.-uuil Lni nn.-.-ciuq.m-.. of
better mwulls i candidates and: their
twnciond could all got some iden of what
AN examiner walls. Can the professoy
u'qlw-er all the questions himself”  In
mathemnt, o= inr. t em priut inm fuil the
compless w of (say) the mowt diffly!
cult problem as sét out by the candidate |
who secured the top plieo in_hopours. |

% woukl act a8 an  inconbive for
weaker: sludents, and prave uvseful as @
*’uhlu And when the profeasor ﬁemh his
st of quc'l’ﬂ-tnns, let him aleo Fapply u.um
plots answers to eagh. While on
topic of University examinations, | ﬂﬁ
mry munch !r‘kn t-u onll utr.nntiuln o n.wni-r
in the metd t books iy
not lo! I‘h-r- Lu.:hl Lo‘::. at.md {eay)
Yor thrvo vears® ']hm year, for example,
the leading hooksollers  Biave  sold coms
pletaly out of n‘nmr Latin books, and HI!'
openly that they do mot i I'lﬁ
Ay more copiw from E I
fl.d'l that some of i 0O hl'ﬁ* o

eopica of Ui - ut What about the
| poor m wwho aro tha
::itunrto‘? : h mdu foc lhrm'

booksellors could arder enough for
:mr 'l,lum there mlﬂil. lﬁ Jriis-

Mndhmu'
M% amd 'Hrlh-aurun
hiere are none,

m text book
I mririnurr




STANDARDS 0OF EDUCATION.
The recent publication of examing-
|tion “howlers' and the protest of
vorrespondents that these are not ne-
cessarily confinsl to students. again
draws aitention to the lnadequacy of
| public examinations a8 o test of odu-
cationnl ability. They have bLeen as
whole-heartedly condemned by promi-
nent edocationists as they have boen
regretted by students who bave falled,
[lsat (uestions and stupld answers
are mineor aspects of a greater prob-
lem. More loportant Is the question

whether our modern systems of edu-
callon are not themselves largely
“howlers:" whether we are vot too
much oclined to bulld on tradition

0 pass, or even a credir, for an ex-
amination In apy porticular subjeet,

ming than one for the steady absorn-

quently a feat of memory toal has
carried a stodent througn an examina-
tHon has as ittic definite meaning ror
| Lim o8 e guestions bave for the
students who perpetrate  the “how-
lers,"t Might not it even be elaimed
that the mere fact of giving such xn-
swers denotes an arttempt on the part
of the student to draw from hig own
inlelligence the explanation timt is ex-
pected? The extraordioary views so
often expressed by children prove the
existence in the undeveloped mind of
| ideas that are startlingly original, and
even the worst “howlers” may have o
| bagls of common gense If open to
| anulysiss=sA correct answer pat from
the text book Is not s0 much a sigm
of intelligencaiassof the possession of
a retentive memory. But a departure
from the lext book Is a breach of ex-
amination etiquette from which many
degree holders gamed such useful ex.
| perience in yonuth that they adhered
|rigldly to rules after one or two
In a recent number of “Harper's™

a writer, Ib opening up another espect

of grammar in elementary schools
“What shall we do with this th'og
called grammar?” he asks,  “It is an
 |abstract sclence, highly technieal,
however it may Le tempered for fore-
Ing into the minds of ten-year-olds,
and It ls afllicted with @ terminology
as obscure and meaniogless fo the
young as would be that In the phae.
| macopela.  Of course there Is montai
discipline to be gained from elose ap-
plication to the study of It, bmt Jet
| us uee it, then, frankly for that pus
| pose, and not persuade Inexperienced
and Incompetent tﬂehm that it s i
means to the attainment nr uml an
|written expression : -
{dall nela that the st
‘wos an’ '
|highest kind, “The pﬂmlngﬂmm
he lhvﬂwd and Inverted
‘Paradike Lost® the
vuh to Itn n.m:l d!ltnnh

.‘amt . wha A soure E
mauguﬁ ‘But 1T Yty
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than on common-sense. Too _ﬂﬂﬂgr

tion of knowledge, and even more In_-*l

|

of educiation, condemns the ttw:.‘hlug_

denotes rather a  capacity for criin-




does not prﬂ'ent them from exercisin
n power of self-cxpression fo purest
Eaglish that would be Impossible ln
a professor with every detall of ml,h
nieal grammatical knowledge at his
finger tps, It 15 8 coOmMmon exporiens

5f teachers in elomentary sehiool -'
a pupll will correctly porse or ana-
tysc a sentence, conjugate a verh, and
rorrect grammatienl errors in  the
written Janguage, and Immedintely
wply to » question, “I never done 10"
Pupils will learn by rote with per-
fectlon that “we were” e the ploral
of “1 am."” Bnt that ﬁuu not ﬂﬁ-’

‘vent thrir mﬂnnm ln the private
use of “we was"” Whe great npeces-
s8ity of the drrulopln: mind, eays the
jur‘!tx;-r dlready quoted, s a4 plentifol
-bvnmhulurr relating to ondlnary Hfe
Just a5 a French baby learns to speak
Fremeh, and an Buglish one Eaglish,
s0 the ear of the growing child adapls
itself to the language with which It
‘Is surrounded for the greater part of
its life. Glven a “plentiful vocabu-
Ilur}“ and an ear trainéd to the nee
of correct speaking, the power of self-
‘expression is at onee set free, School
carricull are so overcrowded that
every pozsible eolimination should be
considered, and if, 98 Hoyt sald in
1900, “the extended study of techniu:l
grammar does not enable one to use
better Englsl elther In talkinz or
writivg,” In the Interests of teachers
and children nlike the questicn is ripe.
for discussion,
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